
Page 31Saturday, December 7, 2019 OCN
��������	
����
�����
����������������
�������������
���
�� !�"#!$%$%��&&&�'�()*
��
��)����

�������(
+��

,� ��������	 
���	 
������	 ������	 ������	 ������	
Market�� ������ ����	 ����  � ��+�!�� ��+��� -
�(�� .�*��� $$�
'�/�
*
�������0
�1+�������
�������
1
�
�2����

���*��
0���*� ���
�� 3
2� ����� ��

1��� 4�
���� ���
�� # "! 5"%��
�����2�
�������#�

,� �������	 
���	 ����������	 �����	 �������� ������ ����	
���� �%� ��+�!�� ��+�� 0���� ������ 
�� ��*� 6
�� �
1()� &����
���� 7�*(
��� 6
�6����
*�� ���� ���� *(��21��� +��� ���
&&&�&�*(
��6
��

�� 8(��()� 
�� 4��� 9:7�� 49;� 49-
9=>9�:0:9?�@�����
��5AA!A$A%�

,� ���������	 �����	  ����������	 !"���	 ���	 #��"�����	
 �����	 !"�������	 !�������� 	
��!������ ����	 �$���, 7 
��+�E��1����;�(��""��"���+������+�
���2���F�����(�

���
� "##�0
�1+����F�����2���0
�1+�����'
��1��*
1�2*�

�� ���� *��*
��� 	
��E� 2
����
�*� &���� G�� �((����2� �
�
*1��

�� ?
�!��)�*� ��
�*� ��2� *�12���� *(�
��
*���*��
���
�� �
*�� ;1������� �� !$5A!A"A3E� �
���)�*+1*�(H
�+����(
+E�&&&��
���)�*+1*�(�

��

,� ���������	%�����	���"�����	!"���" Christmas Eve 
Services, Tue., ����	�', 3 p.m., 5 p.m., 7 p.m., and 9 
��+���"%"#$�F1������;
&�*�7����0
�1+�����91
*-
�
��������G����

�����*�
��(�*��M(���� ���+�����
��5AA!
�3$#��&&&���1+(�

��������2�
�������A��

,� �������	 (����)	 !"����	 !"�������	 *+�	 ���+����, 
Tue., ����	 �', 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m., 7 p.m., Bear 
�
��)�:��+����
���(�

����33%��
��)*�2��;
���0
�1-
+����� ��

*�� �+
��� 6��� �2����(��� *�
��(�*�� ���� �1��
�

�����&�
�����+��������
���� !#33!$A%%��&&&�&

2-
+���������

�P+
�1+����������2�
��������3�

,� !����)-�	  �����	 ����!)����� ����!�1���� ����	 �.��/E�
'����5!#�� ���+�!5�3%���+���.����*���
�2��
������2��.��-
��*���
�2���=�2�;����
�F&�����(�(����
1
���
�*�+�*�
�
����?
��*��
���

1�2����
�+1�(��������*��������&���
�
���� ��+
��� ���� 2�(

���
�*� �

+� �
1
� �
��� G��

��
2

���������
/��.
�����
1
�
&���

�*���2�(
������
*�
�

�+1�(����
*���Q#��G���6�*�(
++1������
1���*�

�*�
�

�
�+*�����
��#"%!�A�A��&&&�?
����(���=��

��

,� ! � 	(��������	��0����������	
���, Fri., 1��	�$, 11 
��+�!�"�3%���+���5�A��
1���7�G�
�������
�

����
���*��
	��2�
1���
&��
1�(���G�������
�(���

���(���2�&�
��*�
���
���2� ��� ����(
1
��*�*��+�21���
��G1*��������(���


� 2
+�*��(� ��
���(��� ������ �1�(�� ��(�12�2�� �����
�� ���
�� �� !55�! A A�� 1
�)
*H(�*���
�

��� &&&�
(�*���
�

��

,� ���	 �����	 ��"���	 #���	 
������ �1���� 1���	 �2�� �"�3%!

"�3%� ��+��� �"5� 	�
*�� ����� 0
�1+����� 	��2� 
1�� �G
1��
�21(���
���

��
�*(�

����

1���A����
�2������
��5A�!
�A##E�&&&�����
���

()�

��������2�
�������"�

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-avail-
able basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by local 
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include events that are open to the general public and are 
not religious or self-promotional in nature. If space is avail-
able, complimentary calendar listings are included, when 
requested, for events advertised in the current issue. To have 
your event listed at no charge in Our Community Calendar, 
please call (719) 339-7831 or send the information to calen-
dar@ocn.me or Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, Mon-
ument, Colorado 80132.

Support Our Community.
 Shop Tri-Lakes and 

Black Forest!
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Support Our Community
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For advertising information, contact 
John Heiser, (719) 488-3455, 

ads@ocn.me, or visit www.ocn.me.

Support Our Community.
Volunteer with OCN!
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Ad space reservations due: Fri., Dec. 13 
Finished ad artwork due: Fri., Dec. 20 
Letters to the editor due: Fri., Dec. 20 

Calendar items due: Fri., Dec. 27 
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Advertising: ads@ocn.me 
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The Rabbi’s Corner 
Our Life Experiences 
and their Message  

to Us—Part V�
By Oswald Garagorry 

Dear Reader in the prior articles I have described to 
you the painful situation I experienced over losing a very 
dear friend and that friendship. Today, I will tell you that 
what I have learned throughout the pain, sadness and 
disappointment has affected my life in a permanent way. 
And yet, in painful tears I’ll tell I have treasured and ap-
preciated all the pain and sadness I experienced. Now, 
looking back I see that without such a painful experience 
I would not have learned the importance of forgiveness 
and I would not be in the walk with the Lord that I am in 
today. Up to this point in my life I didn’t know what for-
giveness was and more importantly how to forgive some-
one and the ramifications of forgiveness that would fol-
low.  

 My path to this understanding began when I was 14 
years old as I listened to a radio message from Psalms 
37:5 “Commit your way to the Lord and he will take care 
of you.” I made that decision and I began to listening to 
several different radio programs that taught about God. 
Sometime later on there was a program called Medi-
taciones Espirituales (Spiritual Meditations). The pastor 
offered a New Testament to anyone who would ask for 
one. So one day my brother and I went by his church and 
he gave us one and we began to read it and learn. I lis-
tened to those radio programs wanting to learn all I could 
about God. Years later, by Divine direction, I read the 
book The Freedom of Forgiveness by David Augsburger 
and learned that as long as we don’t forgive, that God 
won’t intervene in that painful situation we may be ex-
periencing. He will let it be. That was exactly what hap-
pened with me and my friend. My friend was a great suc-
cess and everything he put his hands on prospered. 
Meanwhile I was starving for pennies, barely making it. 
Sometimes when I talked with God about this, I asked, 
“Don’t you see what so and so is doing? Why do you let 
this situation keep happening?” 

During this time, I knew a very dear American mis-
sionary with Wycliff Bible Translators that was aware of 
the whole situation and sometimes we prayed together 
about the situation. One day this missionary said to me, 
“I have something that I want to say; and ask you to con-
sider.” He said: “I would like you to consider going before 
the Lord, forgive this brother and ask God to bless him 
and to bless you.” His request followed what I had been 
reading in The Freedom of Forgiveness. I learned in read-
ing this book that if I don’t forgive, two things take place: 
1. When we don’t forgive the person who hurt us, that 
person has control over us and effects us continuously. 2. 
By not forgiving, we block God off from intervening in the 
situation. So, I stood before God, and forgave my friend. I 
asked God to bless him and bless me. 

About a month after doing this I received a letter 
from a brother who was a strong member in the group of 
believers that my friend led. In the letter he stated in Por-
tuguese: “Deu o cupim na casa de Cristo.” (Termites took 
over the House of Christ). House of Christ was the name 
of the group that he belonged to and that my friend led. 
He proceeded to describe that my dear friend had beaten 
his wife, left her, abandoned the group of which he was 
the leader and left for the company of prostitutes. My 
friend lost the respect of everyone in his former group as 
well as the Pastors of the town. This friend who sent me 
the information is an attorney. He apologized to me and 
we restored our friendship to the point that he and his 
wife come at least once a year to spend some time with 
us here in Colorado. He has been doing this for many 
years. All the brothers and sisters of the group were very 
hurt and their gathering dissolved. Many of them still 
believe but don’t want to be involved in any religious 
group activities. What I have described to you is one of 
the reasons why my wife and I will be returning to Brazil 
next year, so we can dedicate our time to these brothers 
and sisters. So in concluding this series of Our Life Ex-
periences and their Message to Us, I have learned that we 
must always love and forgive. 

Shalom to you. 

Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi  
of Aliyah Congregation that  

meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
at the Mountain Community 

Mennonite Church,  
643 Highway 105, Palmer Lake, CO 80133 

www.aliyahcongregation.com � ��������	
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