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By Harriet Halbig
The Lewis-Palmer D-38 District Accountability Advi-
sory Committee received reports on activities in the 
exceptional students department, the Safe Routes to 
School trail, and social emotional learning initiatives 
in the district.

Lewis-Palmer Elementary School Principal Jenny 
Day offered an introduction to her school, consisting 
of 470 students in 18 class sections and two preschool 
classes.

Day said that art, music, and physical education 
are offered each day with enrichment opportunities 
before and after school.

The school received the John Irwin Award in 2018 
for its academic achievement and the Inez Lewis 
Award in 2017 and 2018 for improvement exceeding 
10 percentage points in math or language arts.

A foundation of the school’s philosophy is to take 
care of the emotional needs of the students, teachers 
and families. The school is creating a community gar-
den.

A modular with two classrooms will be added to 
the south of the main building for the coming school 
year. Day said that it is not yet known which two class-
es will use the modular.

Board of Education liaison Tiffiney Upchurch re-
ported to the committee on the progress of the super-
intendent search. The deadline for application was 
Feb. 14, and four applications have been confirmed 
with an additional 14 pending. 

Upchurch said that although the board had de-
cided in January to postpone putting a bond issue 
on the 2019 ballot, it voted the previous night to pro-
ceed with one. The bond will include an elementary 
school on the same site with a middle school on the 
Bear Creek campus. No ballot language or financing 
details were available.

When asked about staffing for the new school 
and middle school, Assistant Superintendent Cheryl 
Wangeman said teachers will follow the students 
from the elementary to the middle school, and the 
district will need to hire nurses, janitors, and others.

Wangeman also reported on the Safe Routes to 
School trail planned to go from Palmer Ridge High 
School and Lewis-Palmer Middle School to Lewis-
Palmer Elementary school.

The district applied for federal funding in 2015, 
and the process was completed in 2017. It is a federal 
grant administered by the state with some matching 
funds from the district. The Woodmoor Improvement 
Association also contributed. Completion is estimat-
ed to be in 2022.

Director of Exceptional Student Services Rick 
Frampton updated the committee on his depart-
ment’s activities, including the Special Education Ad-
visory Committee composed of parents and staff and 
the Transitions program that serves students ages 18 
to 21 who have Individual Education Plans. These stu-
dents are learning life skills to serve them as they en-
ter the community. Some also attend classes at Pikes 
Peak Community College.

The number of students in the district who qual-
ify for special education services is 661, of whom 80 
are severely disabled and need to be transported to 
receive specialized services elsewhere.

Frampton said that, due to the district’s reputa-
tion for offering effective services, a number of fami-
lies “choice into” the district to take advantage of 
these services.

Day and Prairie Winds Principal Aileen Finnegan 
reported on social emotional learning initiatives. They 
said that it is important to begin teaching social emo-
tional learning at an early age so students are able to 
control their behavior later. This allows for more ef-
fective learning, especially in middle school.

Each school uses its own program such as Path 2 
Empathy and Responsive Classroom, where students 
and teachers greet each other daily. 

At the high school level, the preferred approach is 
Sources of Strength, using peer groups to understand 
gratitude and a general atmosphere of caring.

Finnegan said that several students at Prai-
rie Winds were adopted from foreign orphanages, 
prompting the school to learn about problems of stu-
dents coming from a traumatic situation. Traumas 
could also include divorce and illness within the fam-
ily. Counselors and social workers are available in the 
schools as well.

Day said that another aspect of this program is to 
minimize the use of suspension as a punishment and 
instead make it a learning experience when a student 
is sent to the principal’s office.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer D-38 District Accountability Ad-
visory Committee meets six times a year. Locations 
vary The next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 12 at 
Lewis-Palmer Middle School, 1776 Woodmoor Drive.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.
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Heartsaver 
CPR/First Aid/

AED Class
Sat., Apr. 13, 8 am-4 pm at TLUMC
•	 Includes	CPR/AED	for	infant,	child,	and	adult,	con-
scious	choking,	and	all	areas	of	First	Aid.

•	 Sign-ups	start	5-6	weeks	prior	to	class.	Register	at	
www.tlumc.org/events/event-registration

•	 Any	age	welcome	that	can	pay	attention	for	8	hrs.
•	 The	cost	includes	the	certification	card	and	course	
manual.

•	 Held	at	Tri-Lakes	United	Methodist	Church	
(TLUMC),	20256	Hunting	Downs	Way	(in	King’s	
Deer,	just	SW	of	Hwy	83	and	Palmer	Divide	Ave./
County	Line	Rd).

•	 Bring	a	lunch,	no	restaurants	nearby.
•	 Can’t	make	this	one?	We	have	two	more	in	2019.
•	 Questions?	Contact	TLUMC	Emergency	
Preparedness	Group	at	epg@tlumc.org.

 
Make time for yourself Mondays, 6:30-7:45 pm, to 
practice YIN YOGA at Yoga for Health, 755 Hwy 105, 
West End Center, Ste A. 
  

YIN is a slow practice, as postures are held for longer 
periods of time. Wear comfortable clothes and prepare 
to unwind.  No prior experience needed.  
  

Call Deb Harano at 719-338-8467 or email 
CSYogaConnect@gmail.com with questions.  
For more info: CSYogaConnect.com 

FIRST CLASS IS ALWAYS FREE! 

Monumental Styles & Co welcomes

Christina Cotton
HairStylist, Makeup Artist 

Call (408) 705-7446

Christina Cotton
325 Second St. Suite Y, Monument

(719) 488-8660

First Step Preschool  
is now enrolling! 

Call for a tour or more 
information. 495-0146 


