Saturday, July 3, 2021

Above: Black Forest resident Donna Arkowski, center, receives the title “Honorary Fire Chief” for

45 years of service to the BFFRPD during the First Annual Awards Banquet on April 28. Arkowski

joined the department in 1976 and retired as a firefighter/EMT in 2001 after 25 years, and is
currently secretary of the board, a position she has held since 1976. Arkowski also did “yeoman’s
work” as a volunteer during slash and chipping events run by Black Forest Together after the
2013 Black Forest Fire. Also pictured from left: Lt. Jamal Davis, firefighter Dustin Courter, Lt. Ky
Emmons, Lt. Erik Beckstrom, Lt. Cody Poole, Capt. Chris Piepenburg, Donna Arkowski, Capt.
William Kraus, Lt. Brandon Jones, firefighter/EMT Heather Heath, Fire/Medic Carlos Pittman,
firefighter Kevin Holbrook, Fire/Medic Bre Migoya and Melissa Bottorff. Photo by Julie Rebitski.

e The district is still con-
tending with operational
communication  issues
and is evaluating all pos-
sible solutions and op-
tions and may need to re-
place old radios.

e Large red signs are being
installed by the engine
crews to identify fire-
fighting water sources
at a cost of $39 per sign,
each stating the street
and capacity. The project
will be completed in two
phases, to include ponds
and cisterns. The project
will cost about $2,000 and
should be completed in
early 2022.

e Apparatus fill sites are
chosen during an inci-
dent to maximize time
efficiencies, and may
include cisterns or hy-
drants, with each situa-
tion and scenario being
unique.

o The district website has
been updated and Fire-
wise assessments and
recreational burn permits
and guidelines are now
easily accessible at www.
bffire.org/firemarshal.

o Equipment, apparatus,
and both stations are now
decontaminated weekly
using disinfectant and
the recently purchased
fogging machine. The
practice will continue
year-round regardless of
the status of the current
pandemic.

Training update
Rebitski said that Capt. Chris
Piepenburg and Lt. Erik Beck-
strom have developed a roster
for potential future wildland
deployments and said the fol-
lowing occurred in June:

e The primary focus on
training has been wild-
land initial attack, driver
operator training for sup-
ply pumpers and attack
pumpers, hose packs,
mock fires, and the rapid
deployment of hose.

o The Colorado Springs
Fire Department (CSFD)
brought 23 recruits for
live burn training to the
BFFRPD training center.
CSFD cadre and lead-
ership had nothing but
great things to say about
the realistic experience at
the center and the profes-
sionalism of the BFFRPD
firefighters and com-
mand staff.

Fireworks ban
Rebitski responded to public
comments and said the fol-
lowing:

e The in-place fireworks
ban for unincorporated El
Paso County was rescind-
ed by county Sheriff Bill
Elder on June 14, because
in accordance with state

law the El Paso Board of
County Commission-
ers (BOCC) had not ap-
proved the ban.

e BFFRPD is currently un-
der a Stage 1 Burn Ban,
and the sale and use of
fireworks are prohibited.
See www.bffire.org.

e BFFRPD may add extra

Outdoor Power Equipment Rebates

Experience the benefits of making the switch from gas to
electric powered outdoor power equipment: low noise,
zero gas, zero emissions, and low maintenance.

Mower e Snow Blower e Leaf Blower e Eleciric Bicycle®
Chainsaw e Power-Washer* ® Pruner e Trimmer
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Learn more about MVEA's Rebate Program —
www.mvea.coop/rebates

*Mew in 2021!
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MOUNTAIN VIEW ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION, INC.
Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperntive 1

Rebate Products Include:
LED Bulbs Appliances
EV Chargers

Water Heaters
More!

Www.mvea.coop - (B00) 388-9881 » Stay Connected: Like. Follow. Share. o O o eJ
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education

for modern

You and your family

are invited to

experience
Monument
Academy:

July 6
July 13*
July 20*
July 28%*

East Campus

(Grades 6-10) tour

at 9 am

West Campus
(PreK-5) tour

at 10:30 am

*Also meet our

Chief Operating Officer

Events@monumentacademy.net

NOW ENROLLING PreK -

WWW.MONUMENTACADEMY.NET

RSVP:




