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Lewis-Palmer D38 Board of Education, June 14

Board approves energy plan, Grace Best plan, annual budget

By Harriet Halbig
The Board of Education of Lewis-Palmer D38 passed
a number of resolutions at its June 14 meeting.

The first of these authorized the beginning of im-
plementing a plan from Schneider Electric Buildings
America Inc. to implement several improvements in
district properties, including adding security vesti-
bules at three schools, improving lighting by replac-
ing all incandescent lighting with LED lighting, re-
placing the boiler at Lewis-Palmer Middle School and
the chiller at Lewis-Palmer High School, and various
other projects.

This plan has been under discussion since last
December when Schneider did an extensive survey
of district employees and community members to
learn of their concerns. In their detailed proposal,
Schneider representatives explained that the district
could see sufficient energy savings to pay for the proj-
ect over the term of its financing. If this does not oc-
cur, Schneider will pay the difference.

Initially the district will pay $1.8 million to con-
struct security vestibules at Lewis- Palmer Elemen-
tary School, Prairie Winds Elementary School, and
Lewis-Palmer Middle School. This work will begin
soon and be completed before the beginning of the
new school year.

Financing will be through Sterling National Bank
at a rate not to exceed 2.497%. The district can prepay
if they wish to do so.

Grace Best resolution

Following several months of meetings and discus-
sions and the formation of a 40-member steering
committee, the board voted to approve the begin-
ning of Phase 2 of the Grace Best Plan. Phase 1 de-
veloped a series of alternate approaches to the use of
the building, ranging from doing nothing to renovat-
ing the entire facility to demolishing the oldest sec-
tion and remodeling the rest.

The resolution authorizes Superintendent KC
Somers to explore design possibilities for the facility
after the oldest section, facing Jefferson Street, is de-
molished, with the understanding that all programs
currently using the site (Homeschool Enrichment
Academy, Bearbotics robotics team, Transitions
program) will stay in place while seeking flexibility
in future uses. This phase of the plan will involve
consulting with architects, contractors, and/or con-

sultants.

Anser Advisory and Cooperative Strategies, the
consultants on Phase 1, will remain involved. There
was no proposed date for beginning the construction.

Budget confirmed

Before the meeting, there was an opportunity for
public comment on the proposed budget for 2021-
22. Two teachers, expressed dissatisfaction with the
proposed salary increases. The budget includes a
$500 step increase plus 1.5% for teachers. The indi-
viduals said that teachers in surrounding districts are
receiving a 6% increase and as a result a number of
teachers are choosing to go elsewhere. If the district
wants to maintain its quality of education, they said,
it must do better.

A few comments regarding the budget were
made by outgoing Chief Financial Officer Shanna
Seelye. Participating by phone, Seelye said the Per
Pupil Operating Revenue expected for the coming
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year has increased from last month’s estimate and
that the proposed funding transfer to the food ser-
vices department may prove to be unnecessary. Food
services had been self-supporting for several years
due to the ability to sell a la carte items in the cafete-

SpeedTrap Bistro

84 Highway 105 in beautiful Palmer Lake, Colorado
719.488.2007  www.speedtrapbistro.com

OPEN £-2 Wed-Sun ... Later on Fri-Sat
BREAKFAST, LUNCH, PASTRIES, COFFEE, LIQUOR,
MERCHANDISE—SPECIAL ORDERS WELCOME!
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MUSIC ON THE PATIO (7-10 PM)
Mark’s Midnight Carnival/Saturday, July 3
Barely Garcia/Sunday, July 4 (6 pm)
Brad Eastin Duo/Friday, July 4
Jennifer Bone/Saturday, July 10
High Mountain Duet/Friday, July 16
Tribe Duo/Friday, July 23
Charlie Milo Trio/Saturday, July 24
Joe Dilstrom/Friday, July 30
Big Sky/Saturday, July 31

CHECk SPEEDTRAP PALMER ON FACEBOOK OFTEN FOR UPDATES!

Monument Hill
Farmer's Market
Every Saturday
Except July 3-8am-2pm

N N

D38 Lewis-Palmer Admin. Building Parking Lot,
66 Jefferson St. in Downtown Monument.

Produce is here! Many new vendors!
For more information, call 592-9420.

www.fb.com/monumenthillfarmersmarket .

Please wear your mask and
observe social distancing.

Garden Center
Tue.-Fri. 9:30-5:30
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4

Check our website and

Facebook page for the
latest updates!
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Neeo Wewning?
All types of welding and cutting/
fabrication. In shop or in the field.

28 Years Experience ° Insured
www.sharpestcut.com

Sharpest Cut 719-491-4811
Top Hat Hauling
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Gontractors.
From the Tri-Lakes area to Peyton!

Call Russ (‘719) 301-5996

www.tophathauling.com

WE HAVE THE COLOR YOUR GARDEN NEEDS!
FRESH SHIPMENTS WEEKLY! Gorgeous Colorful
Shrubs —Trees—Perennials & Annuals

RETAINING WALLS-PATIOS-XERISCAPING-DESIGN/ BUILD

Y |Book Your Lanpscaping ProJecTs
TODAY! 719-640-1134

McCorD's GARDEN CENTER
2720 MCSHANE DRIVE

MONUMENT, CO 80132
Corner of Hwy 105 & McShane Dr.)
THE GARDEN CENTER

7149-375-3573
www.mccordgardens.com
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PROPERTIES

greg farmer

Realtor
Full Service « 3.99% Total Commissions!

719-209-0759

Your trusted Monument neighbor
CO native in El Paso County since 1992.
gfarmer2012@gmail.com

U.S. Navy veteran

Each office is independently owned and operated

Sisters Moving Seniors

We assist seniors throughout e
the moving process by
managing all aspects of
the move. Contact us for a
FREE in-home consultation.
Alisa Stokes/ Mindy Popken
Call or text (719) 201-2858
www.sistersmovingseniors.com
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The C(DCand WHO have
declared that the dry
cleaning process kills

2 Comforters
Any Size...$60! |

Extra charges may apply for stain ||
treatment or pet hair removal. 1

or 10% OFF '

most viruses!

Environment-Friendly

Draperies
Wedding Gowns for new
Same-Day Service
customers

and active duty military.

Present or mention coupon at time of drop off. Offers
cannot be combined. Good through 7/31/21.

Monument Cleaners

Your personal quality cleaner
All cleaning, except leather, done on-site.

15932 Jackson Creek Parkway We also do
In the Monument Marketplace
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