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An important message for our readers

OCN needs your help!

Our Community News is an all-volunteer organiza-
tion. For the past 20 years, our volunteers have pro-
vided unbiased reporting on important local issues,
including real estate development, fire departments,
school districts, and water availability. We have pro-
vided a very favorable platform for advertising local
businesses. We have published letters to the editor to
allow you to express your opinions on events affecting
the Tri-Lakes area.

Now we find that we have more tasks than we
have volunteers. Some vital jobs where we could use
your help:

e Reporters. Reporting on local meetings, what

they talked about and what they decided.

o Mailing assistants. Counting and lifting tubs of
papers to take the monthly mailing to the post
offices and stacks of papers to local business-
es, loading and unloading mailing tubs from a
truck at two locations, preparing postoffice pa-
perwork, tub labels, subscription labels, etc.

o Drivers. Driving a rental truck to various post
offices once a month.

e Ad sales assistants. We need volunteers who
love OCN to contact local businesses and en-
courage them to advertise in OCN.

The time and skills involved vary greatly from job to

job. OCN will provide whatever equipment and train-
ing youneed.

Please join us today! Meet a group of interesting
and committed people. Learn new skills—use your
enthusiasm and creativity to benefit our community
and celebrate unfiltered information.

Please call Publisher John Heiser at (719) 488-
3455, or email johnheiser@ocn.me to see how you
can contribute. Contact John today! He is waiting
to hear from you. Together we can ensure that OCN
continues to provide a vital service to our wonderful
Tri-Lakes community.

Our Community Notices

By Janet Sellers
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates
or times are often changed after publication. Please
double-check the time and place of any event you wish
to attend by calling the information number for that
event. Please notify us if your event listing needs to be
updated.

D38 free and reduced

price school meals policy
Applications for free and reduced price school meals,
instructions and an information letter to households are
available at each school or online at www.lewispalmer.
org/nutritional services.

Drop the Distracted Driving

Colorado has a law that bans texting while driving for
drivers of all ages. CDOT found that most people have a
“Do Not Disturb While Driving” feature on their phone in
a recent survey, but many don’t know how to use it. The
unexpected can happen in an instant. Be proactive, learn
how to enable this feature see DropTheDistraction at dis-
tracted.codot.gov.

Colorado Auto Safety and Traction Law
During winter storms, or when conditions require, CDOT
will implement the Passenger Vehicle Traction Law.
CDOT can implement the Passenger Vehicle Traction and
Chain Laws on any state highway; the law requires specific
tire tread depths, chains (or an approved alternative trac-
tion device such as Tire Socks). See https://www.codot.
gov/travel/winter-driving/tractionlaw.

Winter Car Safety per CDOT

Make sure all vehicle systems are in safe operating con-
dition. Even locally, include: sturdy scraper/snowbrush,
snow shovel, sand for traction, flashlight, tow strap, jump-
er cables or battery jump starter device, extra batteries,
multi-tool (leatherman type), blanket or sleeping bag, gal-
lon jug of water, first aid and essential medications, flares/
reflectors to signal for help and warn other motorists, bat-
tery or crank-powered radio for emergency broadcasts.
Checklist: https://www.codot.gov/travel/winter-driving/
winter-preparedness.

The safety stop is now state law
Bicyclists in Colorado now have safe and legal options for
navigating through intersections after governor Jared Polis
signed Colorado house bill 22-1028 into law on Wednes-
day, April 13, 2022. The new law, which allows bicyclists
and users of low-speed conveyances to treat stop signs as
yield signs and stop lights as stop signs when they already
have the right of way, goes into effect immediately state-
wide. Info: bikecoloradosprings.org.

Neighborhood safety
What qualifies as suspicious activity? “If you see some-
thing, say something.” It’s vital to report to local law en-
forcement. Suspicious activity can refer to any incident,
event, individual or activity that seems unusual or out of
place. Some common examples of suspicious activities
include: A stranger loitering in your neighborhood or a
vehicle cruising the streets repeatedly. Someone peering
into cars or windows. Here’s what local authorities and
Colorado Department of Public Safety says is needed in-
formation: Who did you see; what did you see; when did
you see it; where did you see it; why it is suspicious. Call
911 or your local law enforcement agency.

Seniors Driver’s License Electronic Renewal
With the implementation of the Driver’s License Elec-
tronic Renewal By Seniors Act (HB21-1139), Colorado
seniors now have the permanent ability to renew their
driver license or identification card online, but there are
new laws to understand. Information is online via mycol-
orado.state.us. Some restrictions apply to drivers aged 21-
80, and drivers over 80 need a special doctor’s statement.
Coloradans who are concerned about an elder family
member’s ability to drive should email dor_mvhelpdesk@
state.co.us.

DMV online and kiosks
Clerk & Recorder’s Office provides motor vehicle and
driver’s license services. 30+ services at mydmv.colorado.
gov. Renew registration online or at a kiosk. Make ap-

pointments. check in for appointments and wait where
it’s convenient for you. The DMV encourages Coloradans
to skip the trip and use its online services whenever pos-
sible. So before your next trip to the DMV, remember to
save time, go online. Visit DMV.Colorado.gov/Save-time
for more information. See epcdrives.com.

MVEA offers rebates
For information on MVEA’s energy efficiency rebates, visit
www.mvea.coop/save-energy-money/rebates/, or call
800-388-9881. See ad on page 12.

Free search for Unclaimed Property

Unclaimed property is tangible or intangible property
that has had no activity for a specific period of time. Once
the property is in the custody of the state of Colorado, the
State will maintain custody of the property in perpetuity
until the rightful owner or heirs come forward to claim.
The State Treasurer’s Office provides this service free of
charge. Colorado: Great Colorado Payback - Colorado.gov
(findyourunclaimedproperty.com) SAME AS: https://col-
orado.findyourunclaimedproperty.com/app/what-is-ucp

The Sunflower is for people
with non-visible disabilities

Watch for green and yellow sunflower lanyards, brace-
lets, and ribbons, discreet ways to make the invisible vis-
ible. Wearing the Sunflower discreetly indicates to people
around the wearer including staff, colleagues and health
professionals that they need additional support, help or a
little more time. However big or small, your help moves us
closer to a society where people recognize that an offer of
help, understanding and kindness can make a huge differ-
ence to the daily experiences that a Sunflower wearer has.

Tri-Lakes Cares Needs Your Support
Tri-Lakes Cares is the only food pantry and human ser-
vices organization located in and serving northern El Paso
County through emergency relief and self-sufficiency
programs. The community-based, volunteer-supported
center is a critical resource for our neighbors in need.
The best way to help support Tri-Lakes Cares is to donate.
Visit https://tri-lakescares.org/donate to find out how to
donate money, medical items, personal supplies, or food.
Please check the web for current needs in our food pan-
try at https://tri-lakescares.org/donate/current-needs.
Donation drop-off hours are Monday thru Thursday, 10
am to 4 pm. For more information about Tri-Lakes Cares
or how you can help, contact Nicole Pettigrew, director
of Volunteers and Community Partnerships, at 719-481-
4864 Ext. 111.

WMMI seeks volunteers
WMMI has positions for docents/tour guides, front desk,
landscaping, and building and maintenance. For more
details, contact Loretta, 719-488-0880, or email Volun-
teer@wmmi.org.

Free services for seniors
Mountain Community Senior Services offers free trans-
portation and handyman services to Tri-Lakes seniors.
Private transportation to medical appointments or a gro-
cery store is now provided by Envida, 719-633-4677. If you
need grab bars in the bathroom, a ramp to your door, or
repair of stairs or railings, please call 719-488-0076, and
leave a message or visit www.coloradoseniorhelp.com.
Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free

Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of informa-
tion for local seniors, including the daily menu of the se-

nior lunches offered Monday through Friday at the Moun-
tain Community Mennonite Church, 643 Highway 105,
Palmer Lake. It also contains the schedule of the classes
and events for the month at the Senior Citizens Center
and senior-friendly library programs. To subscribe, send
an email with your name and mailing address to Se-
niorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior Beat can also be
viewed online at www.TriLakesSeniors.org.

Can you volunteer today?

e OCNneedsyour help. See article on page 28.

o Links to local organizations with an immediate
need for volunteers are listed on the county’s web-
site, www.elpasocountyhealth.org/volunteering-
and-donations, for groups like Care and Share,
Crossfire Ministries, blood donations, Early Con-
nections (volunteer from home opportunity), foster
an animal, Medical Reserve Corps of El Paso Coun-
ty, Salvation Army, Silver Key, and United Way (on-
going opportunities).

e The Colorado State University Extension office in El
Paso County has several opportunities for individu-
als interested in volunteering. https://elpaso.exten-
sion.colostate.edu/volunteer-opportunities/

e Committed to building healthy, caring communi-
ties, these El Paso County volunteer-based and non-
profit organizations rely on the hard work of indi-
viduals like you. Reach out today and find out how
you can play a part by becoming a volunteer in El
Paso County. Get involved in El Paso County volun-
teering non-profits and organizations! https://www.
americantowns.com/el-paso-county-co/volunteer-
organizations/.

o The El Paso County Sherift’s Office Volunteer Pro-
gram is composed of a collective citizens group
with a true and common desire to partner with
the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office by volunteering
their services while learning more about the inter-
nal workings of the law enforcement community.
https://www.epcsheriffsoffice.com/volunteer-pro-
gram-0.

o The El Paso County Volunteer Program is a won-
derful opportunity for citizens to learn about the
various functions of county government as well as
give back to the community. The County’s numer-
ous boards and commissions need your experience,
talents and time. https://bocc.elpasoco.com/volun-
teer.

e The El Paso County Fair started as a potato festi-
val in 1905 and has grown into so much more. We
will be celebrating our 117th Fair, July 16th -23rd!
https://www.elpasocountyfair.com/p/getinvolved/
volunteer-opportunities

e The Friends of El Paso County Nature Centers is a
501(c) 3 nonprofit whose mission is to support Bear
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For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential « Commercial ¢ Industrial
Service Calls * Reasonable Rates ¢ Free Estimates
Fully Insured & Licensed
Master Electricians

Craig Mull (719) 243-2257

Skunks-Coons-Squirrels-Snakes-Woodpeckers

ANIMAL MOVERS

(303) 660-4816
(719) 570-1757

Matt Penfound (owner)
Professional Trapper




