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Above: From left, Chief Business Officer Brett Ridgway, Assistant Superin-
tendent Amber Whetstine, and board Treasurer Ron Schwarz serve soup to
the 2023 Empty Bowls and Silent Auction attendees in the Lewis-Palmer High
School Cafeteria on Oct. 4. The annual event is organized and staffed by the
Kiwanis Club of Monument Hill with all proceeds benefiting Tri-Lakes Cares
(TLC). Donations from businesses and restaurants, ceramic bowl artisans, and
students make this event possible every year. Hundreds of people attended,
raising over $10,000 for TLC. TLC is a community-based, volunteer-supported
resource center whose purpose is to improve people’s lives through emergen-
cy and self-sufficiency programs. It operates the only food pantry in Northern
El Paso County and relies on donations to operate. For more information, visit
www.tri-lakescares.org or 719-481-4864 and www.monumenthillkiwanis.org or
719-488-2327. Photo by Jackie Burhans.
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Station 4 Open House, Oct. 7
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Above: From left, Sparky the Fire Dog and Violet, Andelyn, and Sawyer Hyatt
visit the Cooking Safety information display during Monument Fire District’'s
Meet the Firefighters open house event at Station 4 on Oct. 7. Sparky says
cooking safety starts with you! For more fire safety information, and fire safety
fun for the whole family, visit www.sparkyschoolhouse.org and www.sparky.org.
Photo by Natalie Barszcz.
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Pumpkin give-away, Oct. 14

PLAG small works show, Oct. 6

Above: Palmer Lake Art Group celebrated its annual small works show
opening at Bella Art and Frame gallery on Oct. 6. Members of the club are
shown near their paintings with first-place winner Mark Dixon at the far right.
Artworks are up and for sale through November. Sold work will be replaced by
the artists with new work, so the show will be full and renewed with artworks
throughout the exhibition and sale. Photo by Janet Sellers.
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Above: Palmer Lake arts district presented playwright Richard Sebastian-
Coleman at the premier of the play Romance at the Chautauqua on the weekend
of Oct. 6 at Palmer Lake Town Hall. Centered on the town of Palmer Lake, the
story moved forward in a creative way to include the town’s history and famous
people, including Lucretia Vaile and Gen. William Jackson Palmer. True to the
melodrama genre, the audience was encouraged to engage in making specific
sounds for each actor such as boos, woos, and cheers. After the melodrama
ended, the crowd was treated to a contemporary musical medley by the actors
that included dancing, songs, and chorus, and the audience participated in
these songs as well by singing, whistling along, and more. Up next will be The
Stinky Cheese Man & Other Fairly Stupid Tales coming to Palmer Lake on
Nov. 11. For tickets, see www.funkylittletheater.org. Photo by Janet Sellers.

Above: From left at rear, Firefighter/Paramedic Jon Bauer, firefighter Andrew
Robinson, Lt. Curt Leonhardt, Dianna Goodfellow, Engineer Keegan Black,
Julie Black, Battalion Chief Janaka Branden, Lt. Jon Urban, Engineer Golden
Rains, Paramedic John Hoeh, Lt. Steve Buckner, Battalion Chief Shannon
Balvanz, Carolyn Leonhardt, Sparky the Dog, Isaac, Caleb and Riley Black
at the Sixth Annual Monument Local 4319 Pumpkin Giveaway at Monument
Marketplace on Oct. 14. Dianna Goodfellow of Mutual Security Mortgage Ltd.,
an Erie resident, organizes and sponsors the free event, traveling to Cooksey
Farms in Roggen with a few firefighters and their families to hand cut and gather
the donated pumpkins. The group delivered 777 pumpkins to the Monument
Marketplace Clocktower, and with the help of other Local 4319 members,
the pumpkins were positioned for the event. Attendees experienced a live
performance from local country artist
Colton Hittle and voted for their favorite
carved/decorated pumpkin in the Third
Annual Monument Fire District firefighter
pumpkin decorating competition. About
888 pounds of canned food donations
were collected for the Tri-Lakes Cares
food pantry. Photo by Natalie Barszcz.

Right: The volunteer group at Cooksey
Farms, Roggen, is, from left, Firefighter
Jaylon Koehn, Engineer Keegan Black,
Julie  Black, Firefighter/Paramedic
Nathan Boyce, McKinley Thorpe,
Dianna Goodfellow, rear from left,
Caleb, Riley, and Isaac Black. Photo by
Engineer Jody Thorpe.

AARP honors pastor, president
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Black Forest Lutheran Church Pastor Ken Hohag and AARP Chapter 1100
President Candace Lehmann were honored Oct. 11 at the chapter meeting in
Black Forest. Holhag was given the Colorado Outstanding Community Partner
Award for 2023 and Lehmann got the Outstanding Volunteer Service Award.
The honors were presented by Colorado AARP President Greg Glischinski
and Jeremiah Mora, state and community engagement manager for AARP
Colorado. During the business meeting that followed, plans were finalized for
participating in the Oct. 21 Senior Life Expo in Colorado Springs.

Above Left: From left are Hohag, Mora, and Glischinski. Above Right: From
left are Glischinsk, Lehmann, and Mora. Photos by Stan Beckner.

Trinity Community Park opens

Right: After 13 new
pieces of state-of-
the-art  accessible
playground  equip-
ment were installed,
along with a shock-
absorbing  surface
to make it easier for
wheelchairs, stroll-
ers, and walkers to
get around, Trin-
ity Community Park
opened to the pub-
lic in Monument on
Oct. 14. The new
equipment also in-
cluded a wheelchair
trampoline and a
wheelchair  merry-
go-round. More
than 70 volunteers
from Trinity Luther-
an Church and the
Monument and Col-
orado Springs communities helped. This is the largest and most advanced
American Disabilities Act-compliant park within 40 miles. While much of the
equipment is specifically designed for those with special needs, everyone is
welcome regardless of ability. Next spring, a pavilion and additional signs and
landscaping will be added. Most of the work will be paid for by corporate spon-
sors and grants. In the photo, Brad Gann and his special-needs daughter Siob-
han explore the motion of the wheelchair trampoline. Photo by Sharon Gann




