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Many of the marked trails disap-
peared. People moved away and
new people moved in. Renewing
the spirit of Black Forest and some
of the goals has been the path of the
new 2023 board. Jack Yonce, newly
elected president of BFTA, has ex-
perience with creating databases
and as a member of the county Park

Advisory Board. He has worked
with the membership of BFTA cre-
ating trails that connect the com-
munity. There are many ways to as-
sist with hands-on trail stewardship
by creating, building, and main-
taining trails.

This year and beyond is a spe-
cial time for BFTA leaders. Finding

new energy and projects after a dif-
ficult decade since the fire in 2013,
there is a need to rejuvenate the
Grassroots Neighborhood efforts to
establish local trails and work with
the newest county Parks Master
Plan of 2022 and the county over-
all Master Plan from 2021. See the
map for trail systems and proposed

trails in your area. There are many
opportunities to connect neighbor-
hoods. See www.blackforesttrails.
org for more information. The trails
map is posted at www.ocn.me/pdf/
v23n12bftamap0815.pdf,
Marlene Brown can be reached at
marlenebrown@ocn.me.

Tiny worlds: miniatures, zines and their secrets

Art Matters

By Janet Sellers

“Art is for everybody. To think that
they—thepublic—donotappreciate
art because they don’t understand it,
and to continue to make art that they
don’t understand and therefore be-
come alienated from, may mean that
theartististheonewhodoesn'tunder-
stand orappreciateartandisthriving
in this“self-proclaimed knowledge of
art”thatis actually ... (honsense).’—
Keith Haring, Journals

Miniature paintings have a long
history as art form and expression,
given as gifts and kept as heirlooms.
Originating from various cultures
around the world, miniature cre-
ations are often characterized by
their small size, intricate details,
and vibrant colors. They have a rich
history in various cultures, such
as European, Native American,
Far East, Near East, African and in
many ethnic traditions. We can find
these small treasures in many un-
expected places around the coun-
try or the globe, so even the hunt for
them is a hobby to enjoy.

The effort and attention put into
these small masterpieces is signifi-
cant, so don’t let their diminutive
size trick you; they are worth quite
a lot and are greatly appreciated
worldwide. The images can be art-
ists’ paintings or digitally made

adding the human touch of artists.
Miniature artist books in an art-
form called “Zines” are collected by
many, starting with Thomas Paine’s
Common Sense and Ralph Waldo
Emerson’s The Dial. The Museum of
Modern Art in New York has a vast
collection of Zines in their archives.

In times past, miniature paint-
ings often held secret messages or
memories that could be kept near
the person discreetly, often in pock-
et watches or lockets. Such were the
secret forbidden love eye portraits
of the 1700s and French Revolu-
tion eye portraits that signified al-
legiance to the party.

Today, miniatures can reflect
cultural roots, family events and tra-
ditions, or ancestral stories. Small
artworks that represent places visit-
ed can be a beautiful, compact way
to preserve memories or celebrate
and honor a family’s heritage. They
become reminders of significant
moments in life, for pets and cher-
ished places, and they become fam-
ily heirlooms.

Miniature paintings can sym-
bolize specific themes or senti-
ments that hold significance. A
painting of a tree might represent
growth and stability, a bird could
symbolize freedom, or a favorite
person or celebrity could stir fond
memories. A cherished quote could
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Above: “Zines,” short for magazines or fanzines (fan magazines), represent
many genres of self-published, small (frequently less than 100) circulation of
niche topics or art. Often tangible traces of marginalized cultural communities,
Zines have cultural and academic value. An outsider literature genre since
the 1700s and popularized by science-fiction fans as “zines” in 1940, the
term entered the Oxford English Dictionary in 1949. Shown here is a Zine of
images and poetry about culturally modified trees in the Tri-Lakes region by
Janet Sellers. Photo courtesy of Janet Sellers.

become calligraphy. All tiny trea-
sures can fit into spaces where larg-
er artworks might not.

Remember that the value of a
keepsake lies in the personal con-
nection it holds. Whether one
chooses people, places, abstract
works or creates an eclectic mix,

these small works can serve as

meaningful reminders of the mo-

ments and values that matter most

in the gift, and about the giver’s

thoughtfulness as well.

Janet Sellers is an artist, writer and

speaker. Contact her at
JanetSellers@ocn.me.

An important message for our readers

OCN needs your help!

Our Community News is an all-volun-
teer organization. For the past 22 years,
our volunteers have provided unbiased
reporting on important local issues,
including real estate development, fire
departments, school districts, and wa-
ter availability. We have provided a very
favorable platform for advertising local
businesses. We have published letters
to the editor to allow you to express
your opinions on events affecting the
Tri-Lakes area.

Now we find that we have more

tasks than we have volunteers. Some

vital jobs where we could use your help:

e Reporters. Reporting on local
meetings, what they talked about
and what they decided.

e Photographers. Capture photos
and write captions for local events.

e Ad sales assistants. We need vol-
unteers who love OCN to contact
local businesses and encourage
them to advertise in OCN.

e Mailing assistants. Counting and
lifting tubs of papers to take the

monthly mailing to the post of-
fices and stacks of papers to local
businesses, loading and unload-
ing mailing tubs from a truck at
two locations, preparing postof-
fice paperwork, tub labels, sub-
scription labels, etc.
e Drivers. Driving a rental truck to
various post offices once a month.
The time and skills involved vary greatly
from job to job. OCN will provide what-
ever equipment and training you need.
Please join us today! Meet a group

of interesting and committed people.
Learn new skills—use your enthusiasm
and creativity to benefit our commu-
nity and celebrate unfiltered informa-
tion.

Please call Publisher John Heiser at
(719) 488-3455, or email johnheiser@
ocn.me to see how you can contrib-
ute. Contact John today! He is waiting
to hear from you. Together we can en-
sure that OCN continues to provide a
vital service to our wonderful Tri-Lakes
community.

Snapshots of Our Community

John Adams at TLCA, Oct. 28
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AARP donates to PPL

Above: On Oct. 28, John Adams brought his John Denver Tribute concert to
the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) stage. Adams, performing solo this
day, is a perennial favorite at the TLCA, having performed there over a dozen
times throughout the years. Starting the concert with Rocky Mountain High,
Adams proceeded through Denver’'s well-known and lesser-known songs.
The song list included Ain’t It Good to be Back Home Again, Sunshine on My
Shoulders, Grandma’s Feather Bed, Rhyme and Reason, and Fly Away. As
Adams switched between playing 6 and 12 string guitars during the evening,
the audience contributed vocal support to many of the songs, creating an
engaging and entertaining atmosphere for all. Information on upcoming events
at the TLCA is at www.trilakesarts.org. Photo by David Futey.

Above: Black Forest AARP Chapter 1100 awarded a grant of $905.85 to the
Pikes Peak Library District (PPLD) on Oct. 31. The district will use the money
to provide six active-motion stools with 12-inch-high seats and three ADA-
compliant desks for wheelchair access. The adaptive furniture for children will
be used by the three largest libraries in the district. From left are Lance James,
chief development officer for the Pikes Peak Library District, and Candace
Lehmann, president of AARP Chapter 1100. Photo by Stan Beckner.




