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Our Community Notices Why advertise in OCN?

•	 OCN is mailed FREE to every resident and business 
in the Tri-Lakes area. We	mail	more	 than	 22,700	 cop-
ies	every	month	and	put	another	700	copies	in	stacks	
throughout	 the	 area. OCN has	 the	 one	 of	 the	 largest	
mailed	circulations	among	local	newspapers	in	Colo-
rado.	We	 put	 copies	 of	 OCN	 into	 the	 hands	 of	 those	
people	most	likely	to	buy	your	products	or	services:	lo-
cal	residents	and	businesses.	

•	 OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area news.	
Since	 its	 founding	 in	 2001,	OCN	 has	been	presenting	
unbiased,	detailed	coverage	of	Tri-Lakes	area	govern-
mental	 entities	 and	 their	 deliberations	 and	 actions.	
Credibility	 is	 key.	 Advertising	 in	 a	 credible	medium	
typically	rubs	off	on	the	advertisers	in	that	media.

•	 OCN gives preference to Tri-Lakes area businesses.	
As	 part	 of	 OCN’s	 long-standing	 commitment	 to	 en-
couraging	the	economic	health	of	the	Tri-Lakes	area,	
we	offer	a	significantly	discounted	ad	rate	to	Tri-Lakes	
area	businesses	as	a	way	to	help	local	businesses	like	
yours	succeed.	

•	 OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication sched-
ule help stretch your ad budget.	 OCN	 has	 one	 of	 the	
lowest	ad	costs	per	printed	copy	of	any	local	publica-
tion.	 Since	OCN	 is	 a	monthly	 publication,	 your	 ad	 is	
out	 there	 for	 a	month—more	 than	 four	 times	 longer	
than	other	local	papers.	Many	of	our	advertisers	tell	us	
they’re	still	getting	calls	in	the	third	and	fourth	week	of	
the	month.

•	 OCN doesn’t use contracts.	 You	aren’t	 tied	down.	Ad-
just	 your	 advertising	 month-to-month	 to	 meet	 your	
changing	needs.	Our	advertisers	 run	ads	 in	OCN	 be-
cause	they	see	benefit	in	it,	not	because	they’re	bound	
by	 a	 contract	 they	 signed	months	 before.	 To	 reward	
frequent	 advertisers,	 OCN has	 a	 Frequent	 Advertiser	
Bonus	 (FAB)	 rewards	 program.	 You	 earn	 up	 to	 10%	
of	your	ad	cost	as	a	reward	you	can	use	to	reduce	the	
cost	 of	 future	OCN	 advertising.	The	more	 you	 adver-
tise	with	OCN,	 the	more	you	save.	Thanks	to	our	FAB	
rewards	 program,	 OCN	 advertisers	 have	 saved	more	
than	$111,000!	

•	 You are supporting a good thing.	 Your	 advertising	
dollars	 support	 a	 unique	 all-volunteer,	 Tri-Lakes-fo-
cused	effort	to	present	factual,	comprehensive	news	to	
all	Tri-Lakes	area	residents	and	businesses.

And the best reason of all: It works!
Crystal Wright, Crystal’s In-Home Training - “I have had 

the best success with advertising in the Our Community 
News for my business. 95% of my new clients are coming 
from this local paper, and I couldn’t be more pleased. If 
you are thinking of advertising in the Monument area, I 
recommend you advertise with this paper.”

Mike Smith, Woodsmith Custom Creations - “OCN is the 
only paper that works for me. I’ve tried other newspa-
pers, one that comes out daily and another that comes 
out weekly. Compared to the results I get from advertis-
ing in the OCN the other papers are flops. I get a fairly 
priced ad in my targeted area with calls referencing my 
ad every month. It can’t be beat!”

Randi and Dale Sehestedt, Woodmoor Handyman and 
Snow Plowing	 -	 “OCN is the only paper we advertise in 
and it consistently brings us plenty of good local cus-
tomers. Great paper and great people to work with.”

Mary Sue Hafey, Fringe Benefits Custom Interiors	-	“Since 
I starting advertising with OCN years ago, it has helped 
brand my company while consistently increasing my ex-
posure and sales!”

Elba D’Asaro, Spa Medica	-	“OCN ads work!”

Mike Reaster, Guitar Lessons	 -	 “Ads in OCN work great 
for me. I tried other local papers and got no response. 
Thanks to my ads in OCN, I can work from home and 
make a decent living. All my work comes from my ads 
in OCN.”

For more information on advertising, go to 
www.ocn.me/advertise.htm 

or contact John Heiser at (719) 488-3455 or ads@ocn.me.

By Janet Sellers
Although we strive for accuracy in 
these listings, dates or times are of-
ten changed after publication. Please 
double-check the time and place of 
any event you wish to attend by call-
ing the information number for that 
event. Please notify us if your event 
listing needs to be updated.

Voyager Parkway Near 
Spectrum Loop will close 

Voyager Parkway near Spectrum Loop 
is closed as part of the ongoing Powers 
Boulevard Extension Project. The proj-
ect to build an overpass for the future 
extension of Powers Boulevard started 
Monday, Nov. 20. The closure is expect-
ed to last into fall 2024. The goal is to get 
the bridge in place to alleviate traffic 
impacts once the Sunset Amphitheatre 
that opens in the Summer of 2024.

Children’s Literacy Center
The center provides free one-on-one 
literacy tutoring to Tri-Lakes children 
in grades 1-6 who are reading below 
grade level! Tutoring is at the Tri-Lakes 
Senior Center on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 5:30-6:30 pm, and the Sum-
mer Session will run through Aug. 14. 
For more information, to become a vol-
unteer tutor or to enroll your child, visit 
www.childrensliteracycenter.org or 
email Christine Jeffson at Christine@
childrensliteracycenter.org.

Community volunteers
Many students need volunteer hours 
for scouting, civics classes, clubs, or 
would just like to volunteer for the 
good of it. Friends of Fox Run Park will 
have some openings for student volun-
teers (and grownups, too) most of the 
year for various tasks. Besides tasks, 
the group offers information and skills 
demonstrations for each 2-3 hour ses-
sion, and celebrates volunteers at the 
park with annual community events. 
The Tri Lakes Cares on-site garden in 
Monument also needs volunteers in 
Fall, Spring and Summer. Gardening 
tasks include preparing garden beds, 
weeding, sowing seeds, and developing 
the compost. Bring gardening gloves, 
some tools will be provided on the 
workdays. Contact Janet Sellers at Ja-
netSellers@ocn.me or Marlene Brown 
at MarleneBrown@ocn.me for more 
information.

MVEA outage notifications
Please add your phone number to your 
MVEA account to streamline outage 
reporting and restoration notifications. 
To report an outage please call or text 
"OUT" to (800) 388-9881. Visit MVEA’s 
Outage Center before the storm. There 
is information about preparing for out-
ages, electrical safety, outage reporting, 
a link to the outage map, and more.

Palmer Lake Parking 
Restrictions during snow

When there is an accumulation of two 
inches or more of snow, the parking 
restrictions shall be in effect. No per-
son shall stop, stand, or park any ve-
hicle on any portion of a snow route, 
or leave, abandon, or permit to remain 
stalled any vehicle, which is stalled on 
any portion of a snow route and take 
immediate action for placing the ve-
hicle to be parked lawfully. Parked ve-
hicles shall be removed from all streets 
within the town, including those which 
are not designated snow routes. Park-
ing information details: https://www.
townofpalmerlake.com/pw/page/
parking-restrictions-during-snow.

Get Help in Larkspur
Larkspur Church has a Food Bank and 
Care Center that offer a good variety of 
non-perishable food items, as well as 
clothing for men, women, and children, 
some household items available too. 
We’re here to help. If you are in need, 
or know someone who is, please reach 
out to Jeff at gethelp@larkspur.church. 
If you would like to donate contact Jeff 
by the same email to arrange a pick up.

The Sunflower is for people 
with non-visible disabilities

Watch for green and yellow sunflower 
lanyards, bracelets, and ribbons, dis-
creet ways to make the invisible vis-
ible. Wearing the Sunflower discreetly 
indicates to people around the wearer 
including staff, colleagues and health 
professionals that they need addi-
tional support, help or a little more 
time. However big or small, your help 
moves us closer to a society where 
people recognize that an offer of help, 

understanding and kindness can make 
a huge difference to the daily experi-
ences that a Sunflower wearer has. 
For more information: www.flydenver.
com/accessibility, www.hdsunflower.
com/us/, and www.disabled-world.
com/disability/types/invisible/.

Tri-Lakes Cares 
needs your support

Tri-Lakes Cares is the only food pantry 
and human services organization serv-
ing northern El Paso County through 
emergency relief and self-sufficiency 
programs. The community-based, 
volunteer-supported center is a criti-
cal resource for our neighbors in need. 
The best way to help support Tri-Lakes 
Cares is to donate. Visit https://tri-lak-
escares.org/donate to learn how to do-
nate money, medical items, personal 
supplies, or food. Please check the web 
for current needs in our food pantry at 
https://tri-lakescares.org/donate/cur-
rent-needs. Donation drop-off hours 
are Mon.-Thu., 9 am-4 pm. For more 
information about Tri-Lakes Cares or 
how you can help, contact Tri-Lakes 
Cares at 719-481-4864 or info@tri-lak-
escares.org. 

Silver Key at 
Tri-Lakes Senior Center

Silver Key at Tri-Lakes Senior Center, 
formerly known as the Tri-Lakes Silver 
Alliance Senior Center, has been pro-
viding exciting programs and activities 
to area seniors who have a zest for fun 
and learning. As the older adult popu-
lation is growing, our services are in 
high demand.  719-884-2300 66 Jeffer-
son St, Monument. 

Volunteers needed for 
student tech makerspace

Monumental Impact (MI) organizers 
are building a community of mentors 
and volunteers to enable and sup-
port high school students interested in 
technology, engineering and entrepre-
neurship. MI manages a makerspace 
in Monument in partnership with D38 
school district. MI offers internships to 
high school students for industry ex-
periences and hosts D38’s competitive 
robotics team, Bearbotics, in the mak-
erspace and organizes various events 
to share projects and to compete. 
Contact Jeanette Breton at Jeanette@
MonumentalImpact.org or volunteer@
monumentalimpact.org for more in-
formation.

Can you volunteer today? 
• Links to local organizations with 

an immediate need for volunteers 
are listed on the county’s website, 
w w w.elpasocount yhealth.org/
volunteering-and-donations, for 
groups like Care and Share, Cross-
fire Ministries, blood donations, 
Early Connections (volunteer 
from home opportunity), foster an 
animal, Medical Reserve Corps of 
El Paso County, Salvation Army, 
Silver Key, and United Way (ongo-
ing opportunities). 

• The Colorado State University 
Extension office in El Paso Coun-
ty has several opportunities for 
individuals interested in volun-
teering. https://elpaso.extension.
colostate.edu/volunteer-opportu-
nities/

• El Paso County volunteer-based 
and nonprofit organizations are 
committed to building healthy, 
caring communities and rely on 
the hard work of individuals like 
you. Reach out today and find out 
how you can play a part by becom-
ing a volunteer in El Paso County. 
Get involved in El Paso County 
volunteering non-profits and or-
ganizations! https://www.ameri-
cantowns.com/el-paso-county-
co/volunteer-organizations/.

• The El Paso County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Volunteer Program is com-
posed of a collective citizens group 
with a true and common desire to 
partner with the El Paso County 
Sheriff’s Office by volunteering 
their services while learning more 
about the internal workings of 
the law enforcement community. 
https://w w w.epcsheriffsoff ice.
com/volunteer-program-0.

• The El Paso County Volunteer 
Program is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for citizens to learn about 
the various functions of county 
government as well as give back to 
the community. The County’s nu-
merous boards and commissions 
need your experience, talents and 
time. https://bocc.elpasoco.com/
volunteer.


