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By Jackie Burhans and James Howald
At its January meeting, General Manager Mark Parker 
updated the Monument Sanitation District (MSD) 
board regarding a project to replace a sewer main. 
The board passed two administrative resolutions and 
heard operational reports.

Sewer main due for replacement
Parker told the board that he had attended a bid open-
ing regarding the replacement of a sewer main run-
ning between the Willow Springs neighborhood and 
the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility. There 
were four bids for the project, Parker said, ranging 
from $1 million to $1.5 million. The four companies 
submitting bids were all companies he would be glad 
to work with, Parker said.

Parker said the American Recovery Plan Act was 
providing most of the funding for the project. View 
Homes would be responsible for about $350,000, 
Parker said. MSD’s 2024 budget has $1 million al-
located for the project. The final documents for the 
project would be presented to the board at its next 
meeting. He expected work on the project to begin on 
March 2, Parker said.

Administrative resolutions passed
The board voted unanimously in favor of Resolution 
01172024-1, which documents administrative details 
such as the schedule and location of board meetings, 
how elections will be conducted, and who will serve 
as general counsel, accountant, and auditor for the 
district. 

The board also approved Resolution 01172024-2, 
which designates the district’s website as the location 
where meeting notices will be posted. The district’s 
website is https://monumentsd.colorado.gov/. 

Manager’s report
In his manager’s report, Parker told the board the 
pump at the Wakonda Hills lift station had been re-
placed. A lease for a portion of the MSD headquar-
ters building had been signed with Cara Guirguis, the 
new owner of The Second Street Salon. MSD had re-
ceived a grant from the Special District Association of 
Colorado and had purchased an automated external 
defibrillator with the money. Parker said he had sub-
mitted revised construction standards to GMS Engi-
neering Inc., the district’s consulting engineers, for its 
review and he was working with Frontier I.T. to add 
offsite backups to the district’s security procedures. 

**********
Monument Sanitation District meetings are held at 9 
a.m. on the third Wednesday of the month in the dis-
trict conference room at 130 Second St., Monument. 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Feb. 21. 
See https://colorado.gov/msd. For a district service 
map, see https://colorado.gov/pacific/msd/district-
map-0. Information: 719-481-4886. 

Jackie Burhans can be reached at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me. James Howald can be reached 

at jameshowald@ocn.me. 

maintain. The Northern Delivery System (NDS) is a 
separate entity paid for by water and wastewater rates 
and fees and is not funded by the general operations 
and debt service mill levy. To “cross pollinate” the two 
would be a direct violation of TABOR, he said.

The board unanimously approved Resolution 
2024-01, accepting the 2024 budget and certifying the 
mill levy at 20.5 mills for 2024.
Note: The mill levy is needed to cover about $3.5 mil-
lion in general obligation bonds and interest, and the 
debt service bonds and interest for 2024. The district’s 
property tax assessment was about $125 million for 
2023. The certificate of tax levies for 2024 can be found 
at www.triviewmetro.com.

The Jan. 8 meeting adjourned at 4:57 p.m.
District manager’s report

McGrady said the following:
•	 The district has hit a pause on the NDS until 

the pump station construction is complete. The 
pump station is going well after some conflict 
between the construction company and the 
Kiewit engineers. The district has spent about 
$18.7 million to date on the NDS, and the project 
is about 82.4% complete. The total budget for the 
completed project is expected to be about $22.2 
million.

•	 The 16-inch pipeline that could transport water 
from the west side of I-25 (known as Segment 
“C”) has been installed to Old Denver Road. The 
pipeline will allow Conexus to begin construc-
tion. If the Town of Monument (TOM) requires 
an interconnect to the pipeline, the pipeline will 
be available for a fee.

•	 The Fountain Mutual Irrigation Co. (FMIC) 
change case is processing through the water 
court. The district has 557 shares with the FMIC, 
and two parties remain in opposition to the 
change case. (The shares will be necessary to 
operate the NDS).

•	 The box culvert installation project on the Ex-
celsior Ditch is complete. The culverts were in-
stalled under the Nyberg Road underpass to 
allow the expansion of flows to the reservoirs 

from about 25 cubic feet per second to 170 cubic 
feet per second. The project cost about $340,000, 
with TMD contributing about 80% of the cost 
(about $270,000).

Water Attorney Chris Cummins said a couple of other 
choke points remain in different areas downstream 
that require box culverts, but they are less urgent and 
will be less costly to install due to the positioning un-
der narrower, less-trafficked roads.

Water tank planning progressing
McGrady said the six-month moratorium the MTC 
approved effective Jan. 4 is unlikely to impact the 
six-month planning process for the 2-million-gallon 
water tank the district is planning to install at plant 
“B” (Promontory Pointe). The district scheduled a 
pre-application meeting with the two remaining 
town planners on Feb. 1. The $1 million matching wa-
ter tank grant funding the district received through 
the American Rescue Plan needs to be spent by mid-
2026. The planning process can take up to six months, 
and the district is expecting to install the tank by July 
2026. See www.ocn.me/v24n1.htm#tmd and MTC ar-
ticle on page 1.

Assistant manager’s report
Assistant Manager Steve Sheffield said the following:
•	 The district has engaged in multiple meetings 

with the TOM to discuss the plans and improve-
ments for the Higby Road widening project. The 
project is dependent on build-out of residential 
homes, apartments and commercial growth in 
the northern part of the district.

•	 JHL Contractors is redoing the head gate and the 
diversion at the district’s Arkansas Valley Irriga-
tion Co. ditch site in Buena Vista. The contrac-
tors conducted aerial LiDAR mapping over sev-
eral weeks to provide a solution to the wetland 
constraints for the Matrix Design engineers.

•	 The intrusion alarm on the SCADA system at the 
South Reservoir pump station on Nyberg Road, 
Pueblo, had been activated.

Financial update
McGrady said sales tax revenues were less than ex-
pected in 2023 and that it was likely due to less new 
construction and residents “tightening their belts.” 
However, the district received 92% of the projected 
water sales in 2023, “not bad” considering the late wet 
spring in May and June. The warm fall temperatures 
generated good water usage in September to help pull 
the numbers up, he said.

In addition, he said the district budgeted for 50 
taps in 2023 but had a flurry of activity in the fourth 
quarter. The income for the taps added about $4.1 
million to about $2 million that was received in early 
2023 for the Thompson Thrift Apartments on the west 
side of Jackson Creek Parkway. The district had esti-
mated about $5.3 million in tap fees but netted about 
$7.9 million in 2023. The district has conservatively 
budgeted about 50 tap fees for 2024.

District Attorney George Rowley cautioned about 
the rising crime of backflow preventer theft occurring 
in the Denver Metro area. He suggested the backflow 
units be individually noted on the insurance policy to 
avoid costly replacement should any by stolen.

Sexton said a community his landscaping com-
pany services had a backflow preventer stolen the 
night before.

The board unanimously approved checks over 
$5,000 and accepted the December financial report.
Parked cars hamper snow removal efforts

Public Works and Parks and Open Space Superin-
tendent Matt Rayno said some streets were difficult 
to plow due to the number of parked cars on streets. 
It was particularly prevalent in a couple of the older 
subdivisions of Jackson Creek and on Panoramic 
Drive in Sanctuary Pointe. 

McGrady said the district website requests resi-
dents do not park on the street during snowstorms 
and the TOM ordinances apply within the district. 
When heavy snow events occur, the problem of clear-
ing the snow is particularly bad. Visit www.townof-
monument.org Snow Plow Information Code of Or-
dinances: MMC 10.08.010 and MMC 12.04.2020 and 
MMC 12.04.040.

Rayno said the district’s snow removal team ap-
plies liquid brine to the priority roads before each 
snowstorm. The district aims to provide better service 
with each storm by revisiting the snow removal areas 
to see the result. If something is not working and ice 
dams are building, the problem will be addressed to 
avoid future issues, he said. The snow removal prior-
ity map can be found at www.triviewmetro.com.

Executive session
The board moved into an executive session at about 
6:50 p.m., pursuant to Colorado Revised Statutes 24-
6-402(4)(a), (b), (e), to received legal advice regarding 
acquisitions and negotiations associated with water 
acquisitions, strategic planning, and change cases. 

Sheffield confirmed that no actions were taken 
after the board returned to the regular session. The 
meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m.

**********
Meetings are usually held on the third Thursday of ev-
ery month at the district office located at 16055 Old 
Forest Point, Suite 302. The next regular board meet-
ing is scheduled for Feb. 22 at 5:30 p.m. For meeting 
agendas, minutes, and updates, visit https://triview-
metro.com.

Natalie Barszcz can be reached at  
nataliebarszcz@ocn.me.

By James Howald and Jackie Burhans
The Donala Water and Sanitation District (DWSD) 
board held a special meeting on Jan. 9 that included 
a public hearing on its 2024 budget. After the hearing, 
it adopted the budget and appropriated the necessary 
funds, set rates, and certified mill levies. It held a reg-
ular board meeting on Jan. 18, during which it passed 
its annual administrative resolution, set a schedule 
for board meetings, and heard operational reports. 
Budget, rates, and mill levies wrapped up

At the Jan. 9 meeting, board President Wayne Vander-
schuere opened a public hearing on the proposed 
2024 budget, which had been discussed by the board 
at previous meetings. Information in the board packet 
noted that, due to actions taken by the state Legisla-
ture following the failure of Proposition HH, the dis-
trict’s property tax revenue had increased by $416,080 
and the budget had been adjusted accordingly. There 
were no comments from the public, and Vander-

schuere closed the hearing.
Following the hearing, the board passed, with a 

unanimous vote, Resolution 2024-1, which adopted 
the budget, estimated expenditures for 2024 to be $23 
million and estimated total revenues to be $33 mil-
lion. Accounts Payable Specialist Christina Hawker 
explained that total revenues include the district’s 
savings and reserves. The board also voted unani-
mously in favor of Resolution 2024-2, which appro-
priated the same required funds.

Next, the board passed Resolution 2023-9, which 
sets new rates for 2024. The changes to rates were re-
ported in the February issue of Our Community News 
here: https://ocn.me/v24n1.htm#dwsd.

Finally, the board certified its mill levies for 2024. 
Resolution 2024-3 set a mill levy of 21.296 mills for all 
the district’s service area except the Chaparral Hills 
neighborhood. Resolution 2024-4 set a mill levy of 
10.648 mills for Chaparral Hills. Homes in Chaparral 

Above: The TMD Board of Directors is made 
up of, from left, Vice President Anthony Sexton, 
Director Amanda Carlton, President Mark Melville, 
Treasurer/Secretary James Barnhart, and Director 
Jason Gross at the Jan. 25 board meeting. Photo 
by Natalie Barszcz.
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