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their parental authority and the school would be glad 
to exploit that. He said that tonight’s town hall is not 
to wage war against any schools but to go after those 
who have set their sights on our children. Although 
some say MA is creating a hostile environment, he 
said, MA’s goal was to protect all students, citing a 
disputed statistic on transgender youth suicide rates. 
Graham said that MA protects the truth and was be-
ing ridiculed, mocked, labeled, and threatened. He 
thanked the Lord for the courage, conviction, and re-
solve of many of the board members he served with, 
saying “we can win and, God willing, we will win, 
even if we get tossed in the fire.” 

The board passed the policy on a vote of 6-1 with 
Buczkowski voting no.

Board resignation
At a special meeting on Jan. 22, Graham reported that 
Buczkowski had resigned from the board on Feb. 12 
thus leading to a vacancy. Buczkowski’s term was set 
to end on June 30. Per the board’s bylaws, Graham 
said, the board could appoint a replacement or run 
as a six-member board until the June 30 election, and 
he moved to do so. The board unanimously approved 
the motion. 

Graham noted that Buczkowski had been the 
board treasurer and that position needed to be filled. 
Carle agreed to serve as treasurer.

Buczkowski had been on both the Finance and 
Governance Committees. Carle was already on the 
Finance Committee and Graham offered to join as the 
second board member. Board member Karen Hoida 
was already a member of the Governance Com-
mittee and Belisle offered to step in as the second 
board member. Belisle asked for a second member to 
join her on the Curriculum Committee and Clinton 
agreed to do so. 

Graham noted that, per their respective bylaws, 
the Monument Building Corp. and Monument Foun-
dation, two 501(c)3 organizations which hold the 
West and East Campus debts, required a MA board 
member representative. Since Buczkowski, as trea-
surer, had been on those two boards, Graham for-
mally moved that Carle replace him as the MA board 
representative. The board unanimously approved this 
motion. 

Finally, the board unanimously authorized a 
change in the approved bank signers to remove Bucz-
kowski and replace him with Carle. 

Highlights
Board meeting highlights include:
• Carle spotlighted student Addison Michalak, an 

MA middle schooler who competed as the Unit-
ed States of America Track and Field (USATF) 
national junior championship placing fifth in 
the 3K cross-country 11-12 girls’ division. She 
was named USATF girl athlete of the year. 

• Acting Chief Financial Officer Glenn Gustafson 
noted that the Employee Retention Tax Credit 
program had been suspended by the Internal 
Revenue Service in December due to rampant 
fraud, then reopened with a much earlier dead-
line of Jan. 31. MA has submitted for $1.3 million 
in payroll costs and might receive it in sum-
mer of 2024 but has been advised to sit on it in 
case of an audit. He also noted that MA was due 
$180,000 from the charter startup grant it re-
ceived and must now find eligible expenses for 
which it could be reimbursed. Finally, he report-
ed that the interim School Finance Committee 
had proposed changes to the School Funding 
Act that could result in School District 38 as a 
whole losing $3 million. 

• Analytical Diagnostics consultant Jennifer 
Strawbridge presented the MA mid-year aca-
demic data shown in the meeting highlights at: 
https://bit.ly/ma-20240208-highlights. 

• The board unanimously approved moving for-
ward with the Monument Academy Home-
school Partnership program after getting full 

support from Gustafson to invest in it knowing 
it may need to be subsidized for two years from 
West Campus cash reserves. 

• School Culture and Assessment Coordinator 
Anna Arndt brought the board’s attention to a 
new policy for state testing which gives students 
a score even if they only partially complete a test. 
Toward that end she asked the board to consider 
changes to its policy 1525 State Assessment Re-
fusal Policy and allow administration to alert 
parents to upcoming changes to that policy. The 
board agreed to allow a letter to be sent and the 
policy to be reviewed at its next meeting. 

• Director of Academics Tine Leone described the 
process used to replace the Saxon Math curricu-
lum, which is going away, with Reveal Math. She 
thanked everyone involved and said that after 
the public review period the board will be vot-
ing on March 14. She hopes to order teacher edi-
tions of the curriculum before people leave for 
the summer. 

• The board unanimously approved the execu-
tive director hiring timeline in March and April, 
which includes a screening committee meeting, 
a regular board meeting, a special board meet-
ing and executive session, informal interviews 
and site visit, another special board meeting 
and executive session and an April 4 community 
town hall, culminating with a public vote on hir-
ing the new executive director on April 11. 

**********
The MA School Board meets at 6:30 p.m. on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month. The next regular board 
meeting will be on Thursday, March 14, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the East Campus. See more information at see 
https://bit.ly/ma-boe. 

Jackie Burhans can be reached at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me.

Above: At the Feb. 9 meeting, Monument Academy 
board member Craig Carle spotlighted student 
Addison Michalak, an MA middle schooler who 
competed as the United States of America Track 
and Field (USATF) national junior championship, 
placing fifth in the 3K cross-country 11-12 girls’ 
division. She was named USATF girl athlete of the 
year. Pictured are Carle, left, and Michalak. Photo 
by Jackie Burhans.
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