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Work on park and 
lake continues

Jeff Hulsmann gave the council a status 
report on the Awake the Lake project, and 
on the Great Outdoors Colorado grant that 
is funding work on the park west of the 
lake. Details about Awake the Lake can 
be found on the project’s website (http:
//awakepalmerlake.org/). A chief financial 
officer and a fundraiser have joined the 
Awake the Lake committee. The current 
treasurer is leaving the team. 

Work on the park has begun, and the 
different areas of the park are being edged 
with railroad ties. Bryan Construction of 
Colorado Springs is the general contractor 
and project manager for the work on the 
park. The plan for the park includes a pe-

destrian bridge that will cross the railroad 
tracks and connect the park to the Town 
of Palmer Lake. The GOCO grant that is 
funding work on the park is a matching 
grant, so fundraising will be ongoing to 
match what the grant provides. 

 Resident raises concerns 
about nepotism in town hiring 

Resident Jim Adams questioned Mayor 
McDonald about how the town documents 
agreements with employees and contrac-
tors. He asked if contracts were signed, 
legal documents. He expressed concerns 
that questions he raised in previous Town 
Council meetings about this issue had 
not been answered by the council and 
that available work was being given to 
members of certain families without be-

ing offered to others seeking employment. 
Larry Gaddis, the town lawyer, pointed out 
to McDonald that Adams was entitled to 
make comments, but that neither she nor 
the council was obligated by law to answer 
any questions. The discussion between Ad-
ams and McDonald was heated at times. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

**********
The next meeting will be at 6 p.m. March 
12 at Town Hall, 42 Valley Crescent. 
Meetings are normally held on the second 
Thursday of the month. Information: 481-
2953.

James Howald can be reached at 
jameshowald@ocn.me. 


