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Neighbors complain about paintball facility
By Judy Barnes

Neighboring residents voiced con-
cerns to the Palmer Lake Town 
Council at the Sept. 11 meeting 
about escaping paintballs and ongo-
ing noise at Fusion Extreme Gam-
ing, 797 Highway 105. 

George Winnick’s house on 
Frontier Lane, across the street 
from the outdoor paintball gaming 
area, has been hit several times by 
wayward paintballs. The group pre-
sented petitions requesting that Fu-
sion Extreme Gaming close at 5 p.m. 
on weekdays and Saturdays, and all 
day Sundays. They also requested 
a ban on fully automatic firing of 
the rifles. The group will provide 
a written presentation for the trust-
ees at the Oct. 2 workshop. Owners 
Tommy Fletcher and Brian Jennison, 
neighbor Wayne Bucholz, and some 
of the players spoke in defense of 
the business. They noted that steps 
were being taken to improve the 
containment of the paintballs and to 
stop the use of profanity by players. 
The paintballs contain washable and 
biodegradable paint. 

OCN reporter Chris Pollard 
went to observe the paintball facility 
on Sunday, Sept. 28, while a paint-
ball tournament was in progress. 
Standing just outside Winnick’s 
house, he said the noise was al-
most continuous—from the guns, 
the balls hitting the barriers, and 
the shouting from contestants and 
spectators. Every few minutes, when 
a new round of competition started, 
there would be a period of extended 
rapid fire. The point about escaping 
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Above: Paint ball mark on porous block wall of separate commercial facility 
to the east of the paintball park. Below: Paint ball mark (indicated by 

the circle) on the West side of Highway 105, opposite the paint ball park, 
indicating a potential hazard to vehicles on the highway. 

Photos by Chris Pollard

District 38 and BRRTA reach agreement
By Judy Barnes

The Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board of Educa-
tion and the Baptist Road Rural Transportation Author-
ity (BRRTA) board ended a 21⁄2-year-old disagreement 
over a $100,000 fee that BRRTA had assessed Creekside 
Middle School, built within the BRRTA boundaries 
three years ago. 

The two entities have agreed BRRTA will not charge 
Lewis-Palmer School District any fees or assessments 
on any of its facilities, whether within BRRTA boundar-
ies as they now stand or within boundaries of all future 
BRRTA annexations. This applies to new construction 
as well as all additions or improvements made to any 
existing building. In exchange for these agreements, 
District 38 will make a one-time $34,000 donation, to 
be used for improvements on Baptist Road.

This decision was made at a two-hour meeting 
Oct 25, in joint executive sessions, at the District 38 

Administration Building. In attendance for District 38 
were school board members Hugh Eaton, Jeff Ferguson, 
Bob Manning, Tommie Plank, and Jes Raintree, and 
Superintendent Dave Dilley. BRRTA board members 
present were County Commissioners Chuck Brown, 
Jim Bensberg, and Wayne Williams; Monument Trustee 
Byron Glenn; and BRRTA manager Conner Shepherd. 
Monument Mayor Betty Konarski was absent. Both 
sides made several offers and counteroffers, with the 
school board leaving the conference room on numerous 
occasions to deliberate, or to allow the BRRTA board to 
deliberate, in confidence.
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paintballs was brought home when one landed only 
a few feet away from where Pollard was standing. A 
quick survey of the area revealed that a commercial 
building to the northeast had been hit several times, 
a number of balls were scattered around the roads 
nearby, and one ball was found on the west side of 
Highway 105, indicating that paintballs could hit 
vehicles driving by.

A neighboring resident on Meadow Lane said 
the noise on that Sunday began at 7:45 a.m. and 
continued until 6:30 p.m. She heard not only the 
gunfire and shouting, but also the loud stereos from 
cars at the tournament. She noted that residents on 
Meadow Lane, Frontier Lane, Circle Drive, Hill-
view Drive, and even Westward Lane could hear 
the noise.

Other matters covered at the Palmer Lake 
Town Council Workshop and Meeting,

Sept. 4 and 11
New business licenses

Speedtrap Coffeehouse: Peter Kavanagh plans 
to open a coffeehouse with Internet access, books, 
and magazines at 84 Highway 105, Unit 2. 
Overby Real Estate and Kathy Allen, Broker: 
Joan Overby and Kathy Allen will each have inde-

pendent real estate offices at 19 Highway 105. 
Palmer Lake Riding Stables: Heather Simpson, 
at 80 Highway 105, will offer riding lessons, trail 
rides, workshops on the care of horses and equip-
ment, and special rides such as hayrides and moon-
light rides.

Other business
The new Town of Palmer Lake Business Directory 
is available at the town offices, 42 Valley Crescent.

An open house at the fire station is scheduled 
for Oct. 4, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Vision Committee will meet at the Lucre-
tia Vaile Museum at 7 p.m. Oct. 30. The committee 
is currently working on its mission statement. All 
Palmer Lake residents are welcome to attend.

Town staff is collecting e-mail addresses of 
Palmer Lake residents so the office can send out 
agendas of meetings, details of town issues, and 
more. Call the town office, 481-2953, if you wish to 
receive such announcements by e-mail.

The council voted unanimously to remove Bal-
lot Issue 1 from the Nov. 4 ballot, since there was 
no overage for the year 2002.

The council voted unanimously to accept Circle 
Road for town maintenance and to release the letter 
of credit. The road has been in existence for three 
years and has been maintained by the town.

The council voted unanimously to reduce the 
utility easement from 25 feet to 10 feet for Lot 4, 
Lake Shadows Subdivision. The reduction was ap-
proved by IREA, the only entity with utilities in the 
easement.

The council voted unanimously to approve the 
vacate and replat of a minor subdivision, Digby 
Crofts, at 711 Sunridge Circle.

The council voted unanimously to approve the 
minor subdivision of Sundance Subdivision, reduc-
ing the lots from four to three.

Trustee Scott Russell resigned due to the de-
mands of his job. The town is seeking a replace-
ment to fill the vacancy. Candidates need to be a 
registered voter, age 18 or over, and a resident of 
Palmer Lake for at least the past year. Call 481-2953 
for more information.

Santa Fe Ridge dirt pile
Jim Fitzgerald, owner of the Santa Fe Ridge office 
complex on Highway 105, has been saving the large 
dirt pile on the property for use in the construction 
of an acceleration/deceleration lane required by the 
Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT). 
He has been trying to have the highway reclassified, 
which would reduce the speed limit and, conse-
quently, the length of the accel/decel lane. Reclassi-
fying Highway 105 could take up to six months and 

would allow more driveways to 
have access to the highway, but 
CDOT could possibly lower the 
speed limit without reclassifica-
tion. CDOT staff will conduct 
a speed study, expected to 
take two months. The council 
voted unanimously to require 
Jim Fitzgerald to move his dirt 
pile within 90 days or the town 
will move it and charge him for 
moving and storage.

PALMER LAKE (Continued from page 1)
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Attorneys for both boards 
will work out the legal docu-
ment. The agreement is subject 
to the approval of both boards. 
It is intended that the agree-
ment be ready for signing by 
the Board of Education at their 
Oct. 16 meeting. The BRRTA 
board is expected to sign it at 
their next meeting, in Novem-
ber.

When contacted after the 
meeting, school board member 
Tommie Plank commented, 
“I’m just relieved that this con-
tentious issue is settled. It is 
time for the two boards to quit 
fighting and for everyone to get 
on with the jobs the electors 
put us in office to do.” School 
board president Jeff Ferguson 
said, “In any negotiation, you 
win something and you give up 
something. We feel gratified 
that we were able to come to 
an agreement that exempts the 
school district from any and 
all future BRRTA fees. We’ve 
spent way too much time on 
this; now it’s time to move 
forward and get on with our 
real work, which is to educate 
kids.”

AGREEMENT
(Continued from page 1)
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481 Hwy 105, Suite 200
Monument, CO. 80132

Lori Van Der Wege, GRI
Broker Associate

719.590.6126
www.rockymtnhomes.com

Black Forest Beauty
3 bedroom 2 bath Stucco Rancher 
on 6.89 acres. This home is 2,300
sq. ft on one level with gourmet
kitchen and a large open floor
plan. This home also has a new
32 x 42 two stall pole barn. Land
is fenced and cross fenced. Perfect
for horses! Call me today to see
this wonderful home....$295,000.

By Judy Barnes
The September meeting dealt 
with three items: Victoria Jamie’s 
request for an amendment to a 
PUD to allow child day care at 
her home on Pinecrest Way; Al 
Fritts’s request for a change within 
a PUD to allow an assisted care 
living facility, instead of a bed 
and breakfast conference resort 
(Inn at Palmer Divide); and John 
Bailey’s request to vacate a util-
ity easement in Lakeview Heights. 
The commissioners recommended 
approval of all three items to the 
Town Council.

Jamie requested to have in-
home child care for eight children, 
including one of her own, operat-
ing from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Com-
missioners Denise Hammond and 
Gary Coleman visited the site prior 
to the meeting, noting that Jamie 
had already fenced the yard. They 
asked Jamie if she would be will-
ing to expand available parking if 
needed, and Jamie agreed. Three 
neighbors–M. Hutchings, Connie 
Buckiner, and Diana Mayfield–ex-
pressed concerns about various is-
sues including noise, traffic, and a 
possible lowering of property val-
ues. Neighbor Mickey Campbell 
spoke in support of the child care 
business, noting that its impact 
would be very low compared to 
that of Pinecrest Activity Center, 
and that any increased noise would 
be over by 5 p.m. 

Commission members dis-
cussed the fact that residents were, 
or should have been, aware that 
their homes were within a PUD 
zone, which allows businesses as 
long as the town approves them. 
The commission voted unanimous-
ly to recommend to Town Council 
the approval of the amendment to a 
PUD for in-home child care, with 
the following conditions: no more 
than seven children plus one of 
her own; hours of operation are 7 
a.m.–5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day; and current parent contracts 
kept on file at all times.

Fritts requested to change the 
current use from a conference 
resort to an assisted care living 
facility. At this time, he plans no 
exterior changes. Interior modi-
fications would include alarms, 
handicap accessibility, and eleva-
tors. There would be 24 assisted 
care units and 12 to 15 indepen-
dent apartments. Adult day care 
and respite care would also be 
offered. Commissioners raised 
numerous issues, including acces-
sibility for fire trucks and ambu-

lances and loss of revenue to the 
town by not having a B&B confer-
ence resort. They also questioned 
whether an assisted living facility 
could succeed in Palmer Lake. A 
previous attempt at Pinecrest only 
attracted one resident. Fritts re-
plied that the previous facility had 
only one resident because it could 
not get a license. He noted that if 
funding goes through, there is a 
possibility that the original project 
(Inn at Palmer Divide) could go 
forward. If the town approves the 
change to assisted living, then that 
project will go forward if the fund-
ing comes through. He assured the 
commission that the project will 
not go forward without financing 
in place.

Neighboring resident Denise 
Cornell spoke in opposition to 
the change, noting that this was 
the third time Fritts had come to 
the planning commission with a 
change. She also noted the long 
drive to Colorado Springs or 
Denver for medical facilities. She 
urged the commissioners to not 
recommend approval to the Town 
Council without a plan from Fritts. 
Kurt Ehrhardt, contractor for Frit-
ts’ project, reviewed the project’s 
history. The original plan was for 
25 rooms, but the financing institu-
tion wanted to expand to 39 rooms, 
so the plans were amended through 
the town. They broke ground three 
or four years ago, but the financing 
fell through. Since then, the econ-
omy has weakened. Local banking 
people seem willing to finance an 
assisted living facility. Meanwhile, 
600 yards of concrete are sitting 
there, and they would like to see 
something constructed.

The commissioners passed 
a motion to recommend to Town 
Council the approval for the 
change to an assisted care living 
facility, under the stipulation that 
this is only for a change in use and 
not for the final plan. The owner 
must return to the town for any 
changes or other amendments. 
The vote was 5-1, with Coleman 
dissenting. 

John Bailey submitted a re-
quest to vacate the common lot 
line utility easement between lots 
6 and 7, and 7 and 8 in the Lakev-
iew Heights Subdivision in order 
to form a conforming lot within 
an R10,000 zone. A motion to 
recommend to Town Council the 
approval of the request passed 
unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 9:
05 p.m.

Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting Sept. 17
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Special Monument Board of Trustees meeting Sept. 8
By Jim Kendrick

A special meeting of the Monument Board of Trust-
ees (BOT) was held Sept. 8 to consider emergency 
action to add a ballot question on participation by 
Monument in the funding of the Jackson Creek 
Parkway extension from Lyon’s Tail to Higby Road. 
Because of emergency ordinance hearing rules, a 
supermajority was required to pass the measure: 
A 3/4 ratio requires six of seven yes votes for it to 
pass. The 5-2 vote was not sufficient to authorize 
adding the ballot issue to the Nov. 4 election. Triv-
iew Metropolitan District is still obligated to build 
the road. All members of the board voted on the is-
sue, though Mayor Betty Konarski was out of town 
and participated in the session via speakerphone. 
The next election where such a proposal could be 
considered is in two years. The board also agreed 
to move forward on the process of requesting a 
Greater Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) grant for trail 
expansion in the region, despite concerns about 
when Monument Lake might be refilled.

Participation
Mayor Pro Tem Byron Glenn opened the meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. by noting that the agenda had been 
expanded from that announced at the regular BOT 
meeting on Sept. 2. A discussion of the town’s op-
tions for filling the now empty Monument Lake 
was added to the agenda because town water at-
torney Bob Krassa could not attend the next regular 
meeting on Sept. 15.

Town Attorney Gary Shupp suggested that at-
tendance be recorded before proceeding further. 
Konarski then asked Glenn if he was going to so-
licit public comment. He did.

Local business owner John Dominowski spoke 
first, saying BOT members already knew his posi-
tion against participation with Triview. He said that 
the Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) between 
Monument and Triview defines responsibilities and 
that $2 million is a lot of money that would take 
15 years to pay. He observed that the town doesn’t 
have a lot of money and would have none to help 
business owners who need the lights, curbs, and 
gutter improvements that would keep downtown 
competitive as big box stores are added to the area. 

Local attorney Tim Schutz also presented views 
in opposition to the ballot issue, saying that he had 
spoken to the board on this issue before. He said the 
town newsletter inferred that the ballot issue was 
already a done deal. He reiterated that the IGA was 
a contract already in place between Monument and 
Triview and that the road would be built without 
participation. The town was under no obligation to 
pay. He reminded the board that the spreadsheet 
projection attached to the measure showed a 15-
year net loss in revenue from other stores of $3.2 
million and a participation cost of $2 million. This 
$5.2 million is only offset by a Monument share of 
Home Depot revenue of $2.6 million over 15 years. 
Hence, Home Depot causes a $2.6 million net loss 
with participation or a $600,000 loss if there is no 
participation—a loss either way, putting aside other 
revenue. He said this was a gift to Triview the town 
could not afford. The $2 million could be used to 
build a police station, a town hall, or parks, or to 
improve the lake.

Schutz then addressed two arguments offered 
in favor of participation. First, the argument that 
the whole town will benefit from participation was 
compared to an argument that the new Highway 
105 exit on I-25 will eventually help the entire 
town—but that would not be a reason for Monu-
ment to pay for half of it by giving another $2 mil-
lion to the state. Schutz said the second argument 
of letting the voters decide was also flawed in that 
Jackson Creek residents would certainly vote in 
self-interest to get more money for their develop-
ment rather than consider the town as a whole. 
Schutz concluded by saying that allowing this vote 
to give away the town’s revenue was an abdication 

of the board’s responsibility. He said they should 
ask themselves if they honestly believe it’s right to 
give away $2 million.

Glenn asked Ron Simpson, general manager 
of Triview, what the implications were if they did 
not receive the $2 million. Simpson said it would 
increase their debt, that they got no money until 
the fourth year of the new agreement, and that 
participation had never been considered when they 
got new bond authority. Triview, he said, got their 
A rating for bonds from the grantor of their letter 
of credit without a single mention of participation. 
Then Simpson suggested deannexing and creat-
ing the town of Triview or Jackson Creek, since 
Triview provides everything except police and fire 
anyway. He said the town could let Triview go its 
own way so that there would be no more “us-them” 
discussions. He said that Schutz was right: The road 
will be built either way, and loss of the election op-
tion won’t matter. 

Dominowski countered that Simpson had used 
the opposite argument of “We have an agreement,” 
shaking the IGA on numerous previous occasions 
when the district needed help from the town. 
Dominowski added that originally the developers 
of Regency Park had pursued the IGA and annexa-
tion, knocking on Monument’s door, recognizing 
that the benefits of being annexed were worth the 
implied future Triview expense to the developer. 
He said Simpson’s words that Monument doesn’t 
play fair are offensive when Simpson now proposes 
to do the opposite of what he has done for years. 
Dominowski said he was asking for the same thing, 
as there are still no sidewalks on Washington or 
Mitchell Streets and there won’t be in the future if 
participation is approved. 

Treasurer Judy Skrzypek provided some ad-
ditional information on the projected balance 
sheet attached to the ballot question. The current 
IGA between Monument and Triview divides tax 
revenue generated within Triview in half. (Colo-
rado collects sales tax and forwards Monument’s 
share to the town. Monument then forwards half 
of the revenue generated within the water district 
to Triview.) Monument would have kept only half 
of its 50 percent of Home Depot revenue under 
the ballot issue, increasing Triview’s share from 
one-half to three-quarters during those years when 
overall Monument revenues were projected to meet 
minimum cash-on-hand requirements specified in 
the last town audit and by TABOR. Skrzypek said 
these constraints—3 percent fund minimum as re-
quired by TABOR and a 10 percent minimum on 
average general fund revenues as recommended 
by the town’s auditor—precluded any payment to 
Triview in the first three years. 

Projected losses in Monument revenue that 
were used to determine if these two thresholds 
would be exceeded were based on estimates of lost 
revenue from other town businesses due to Home 
Depot, Wal-Mart, and the closure of the former I-
25 exit. Also, there was a contingency for missed 
projections, unexpected expenditures, and down-
town enhancements. The projection for the ballot 
issue was also conservative in that no incremental 
revenue for Monument was projected from future 
commercial enterprises that may be built along a 
completed Jackson Creek Parkway within or near 
Monument Marketplace for the entire 15-year pe-
riod. No water fund money was transferred to the 
general fund in the projections, though there is a 
large excess in that fund.

Trustee Glenda Smith asked if the spreadsheet 
assumed any tax increases for 15 years; Skrzypek 
said no, because a mill levy increase would require 
a ballot issue. Smith said that former Trustee John 
Bailey had told her that governments always vote 
for debt that others will have to pay later and that 
this looked like the situation he had warned her 
about. Skrzypek said this was accounted for suffi-

ciently by not projecting growth at Monument Mar-
ketplace or ancillary revenue from other businesses 
along the finished parkway. 

Trustee Doug Warner asked what would hap-
pen if there was insufficient revenue to pay Triview 
in year 5, for example. Could the year 5 shortfall be 
paid in year 6 if there was extra revenue available? 
Shupp responded that none of the $2 million might 
ever be paid. Simpson said that no interest would 
accrue if payments to Triview were late. Warner 
said he agreed in part with Dominowski but then 
said there would be enough revenue from other 
stores attracted by Home Depot to pay for down-
town improvements. 

Trustee George Brown said he was still wres-
tling with the idea of doing more than required with 
the existing IGA since the town had struggled for 
years to keep its head above water. Brown read a 
prepared statement, printed as a sidebar on the fac-
ing page.

Warner said the board was not committing 
the money, just putting it out to voters who would 
make an informed decision. He, too, was offended 
by the “us versus them” mentality, he added, saying 
participation provides a bridge for bringing people 
together. Let the people vote, he urged.

Trustee Frank Orten said others were putting 
a political spin on their comments as would he. He 
added that population shifts are happening every-
where, they are normal, and the board should let the 
people vote. Brown asked him why they shouldn’t 
stick to an existing agreement, adding that this 
position is not political as asserted by the others. 
Orten responded that contracts change. Smith re-
sponded that they were creating a debt that others 
would have to pay for 15 years and that she had a 
problem with that. She said participation was like 
a charge card debt, where the town would pay and 
pay and never get out of debt. 

Konarski said she was saddened by a discus-
sion that appeared to pit Old Town versus Jackson 
Creek, adding that this project should be uniting 
the town, not dividing it. Brown responded, “I 
don’t know where you’re hearing that.” She said 
that agreements constantly change and opposing 
participation was a shortsighted view, “but if that’s 
the view you’re going to take, then that’s the view 
you’re going to take.” She added the community 
will move forward either way, but having the com-
munity think as one is an important goal. 

Glenn said that he sees lots of changes called 
amendments, citing four recent amendments in the 
master plan where he works. He noted that Second 
Street had been extended for the good of the whole 
town. The parkway will also be built, be good for 
the whole town, and it would be a shame not to be 
part of it since the people of Jackson Creek will feel 
slighted.

Brown asked Shupp if Konarski could vote, 
noting Glenn had not been allowed to vote by 
phone at a previous BOT meeting. Shupp said his 
research showed there was no specific rule against 
it. Glenn said he couldn’t recall the details of his 
situation. Orten moved the ballot issue, and Warner 
seconded his motion. The vote was 5-2, with Smith 
and Brown opposing the ballot issue, hence the 
emergency ballot ordinance failed. 

GOCO Trail Grant
Warner asked Konarski to help the board un-
derstand what she was seeking with her GOCO 
grant proposal. Warner repeated his concerns 
about building trails to an empty Monument Lake. 
Konarski said the town would need to get support 
from Woodmoor and Palmer Lake later in the 
GOCO grant cycle, but the step she was proposing 
to undertake now was only preliminary. Later in 
the process, there would need to be a unified show 
of support from every nearby constituency for the 

(Continued on page 5)
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integrated trail system from 
Palmer Lake to Fox Run and 
from Woodmoor to Monu-
ment Lake. 

Bob Krassa, the town’s 
water attorney, then said that 
he expected the lake would 
be filled by the time the 
town would begin spending 
money to connect the Santa 
Fe Trail to Monument Lake. 
The town would need to have 
a substitute water supply plan 
approved and should be able 
to fill the lake with augmenta-
tion water next year, weather 
permitting. He said there is 
time to work out the details 
for water before the next 
GOCO decision point early 
next year. There was consen-
sus to make the trails propos-
al the fourth and last phase 
to be funded by the GOCO 
grant. This would help ensure 
that the lake would be filled 
before a final decision on 
trail construction. The board 
decided there was no need to 
go into executive session for 
further legal advice, based 
on Krassa’s statement that 
he had already given them 
sufficient legal advice during 
the public session to make 
a decision on initiating the 
GOCO grant process. There 
was unanimous concurrence 
to start the process. 

The special meeting 
adjourned at 7:46 p.m., hav-
ing completed its published 
agenda.
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Triview Cost Sharing Considerations for the Marketplace

Monument Trustee George Brown read this statement at the special Monument BOT meeting on Sept. 8.

Although the Triview Metropolitan District’s tax/cost-sharing proposals only consider the potential 
tax increase impact to the Town of Monument, I believe that we need to understand the potential loss 
to our existing retail tax base and the future impact of Wal-Mart. I’m in favor of sharing the infrastruc-
ture cost for the Marketplace, but would recommend a different cost-sharing approach to ensure our 
town’s continued financial improvement. 

My concerns are:
• Whether the projected tax revenues are correct for the Marketplace. Plus, I believe we can only 

base our considerations on Home Depot.
• What happens if we enter into a cost-sharing agreement and the infrastructure improvements 

begin, but Home Depot either delays their opening date or cancels?
• The impact of Home Depot on the town’s existing retail stores such as Foxworth-Galbraith, High 

Country Feed, and Mountain Farmer.
• Wal-Mart’s impact on existing Monument retail stores that include the above plus Safeway, King 

Soopers, Radio Shack, the flower shop, gas stations, etc.
Based on the above, what will be the impact on the town’s existing tax revenue base?

My recommendation is that our cost-sharing contribution be calculated on tax revenues that are 
over and above our existing tax base in conjunction with proposal D, where the town is receiving tax 
revenues while satisfying a $2 million cost-sharing commitment.

MONUMENT  SEPT. 8
(Continued from page 4)

$100 Reward
Lost Cat

“Twerp”
Escaped Sunday, Sept. 21st

from Yarnell Drive off Hwy 
105 two miles north of 
Palmer Lake. Gray with
white paws and face. 

House cat—will be scared.

719-481-9579
Any info. appreciated.

Support 
Our 

Community
Shop 

Tri-Lakes



Page 6 Vol. 3 No. 10 Page 7Sat., October 4, 2003

Monument Board of Trustees Meeting Sept. 15
By Jim Kendrick

Between initial statements about heat-of-the-mo-
ment deannexation proposals by a Jackson Creek 
trustee and impassioned concluding statements 
by each trustee regarding the defeated emergency 
ordinance on the proposed ballot issue on Jackson 
Creek Parkway funding, the Monument Board of 
Trustees (BOT) conducted routine business at the 
Sept. 15 meeting without controversy. Mayor Betty 
Konarski was absent. 

Mayor Pro Tem Byron Glenn called the meet-
ing to order at 6:30 p.m. The minutes for the spe-
cial and regular Sept. 2 meetings were approved, 
but changes were requested in the minutes for the 
special Sept. 8 meeting. Approval of the latter was 
deferred until the next BOT meeting on Oct. 6. The 
hearing on the Comprehensive Update to Subdivi-
sion and Zoning Ordinances” was also continued to 
Oct. 6 due to the lengthy agenda.

Town Planner Mike Davenport summarized 
the application by Integrity Bank for a Final PD 
Site Plan for its new modular temporary building 
on Cipriani Loop, one block southwest of Highway 
105 and Knollwood Drive. Davenport’s summary 
of the application details were unchanged from his 
presentation at the Monument Planning Commis-
sion meeting on Sept. 9. His summary is described 
in the article on page 8. 

Jim Wyss of Integrity Bank spoke after Dav-
enport completed his overview. Wyss said the 
structure would be the home office for this new 
community bank, adding that temporary structures 
are customary for a start-up. Depending on the 
Preble’s mouse situation at the nearby site of the 
bank’s planned permanent structure the bank will 

operate out of the proposed modular building for 
two to four years. 

In response to questions, Wyss said there would 
be signage just north of the temporary building 
only. Regarding his exit plan and the timeframe, 
Wyss said they would remove the building and 
foundation and fill in the hole. He said the landown-
er, Randy Ottaway, wanted him to leave the asphalt 
for parking in place. Davenport added that after 
Integrity Bank filled in the hole, Ottaway would be 
required to maintain the installed landscaping and 
install bollard and chain barriers at the driveway 
entrances. The latter will preclude nuisance teen-
ager parking on the preserved asphalt. 

Mertz asked if any right-of-way would be 
deeded to the town to preserve access for the 
neighboring veterinary clinic. Davenport said no. 
Ottaway’s signature on the access easement across 
the north end of this lot is sufficient, he added, be-
cause the clinic is outside of the town boundary. At 
a later time, it would be preferable to have Cipriani 
Loop be the primary access to the clinic, however. 
Glenn asked if drainage issues had been resolved. 
Davenport noted that the town’s drainage consul-
tant, GMS, had been satisfied. The site plan was 
approved unanimously, 6-0.

The board voted unanimously to accept the 
public improvements by the developer for the sub-
division, Enclave at Monument on Montana Vista 
Lane, between Third and Fourth Streets. The re-
quired warranty bond is more than sufficient to pay 
for required but unfinished drainage improvements 
at Third and Montana Vista Lane, so the surety 
bonds will be released back to the developer on 
receipt of adequate plans and warranty security for 

the unfinished drainage improvements. 
Unanimous approval was given for a street 

patching contract with Schmidt Construction 
Company for $139,070 and anticipated add-ons 
of $14,600. Glenn advised that the contractor be 
notified before work begins to “make sure they 
know there’s no room for changeovers.” (Total 
2003 budget authority for paving rehabilitation is 
$155,000.) Trustee George Brown said there were 
“scary differences” between the selected bid and 
the other two. Warner reiterated that it be clear to 
Schmidt that they can’t ask for more money later. 
Schmidt already has equipment in place for paving 
bike lanes on Mitchell Avenue, which substantially 
lowers their transportation costs for that heavy ma-
chinery. Only two manholes are to be built. 

Unanimous approval was given for construc-
tion of two Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse 
habitats, totaling $83,371.60. The work is to be 
done at the Monument Lake North Beach and Dirty 
Woman Creek Park mitigation areas. Glenn noted 
that another $14,000 of mitigation work is required 
at the lake once it is refilled, which is not part of 
this project. Warner asked, “How will we get the 
mouse there?” Brown responded, “Build it and they 
will come.”

The treasurer’s report and expenditures over 
$5,000 were approved unanimously. Treasurer 
Judy Skrzypek said Popeye’s Chicken (J Starr 
Enterprises), in the King Soopers shopping center, 
had been incorrectly paying a 2.5 percent sales tax 
to the city of Colorado Springs instead of 3.0 per-
cent to Monument. They asked forgiveness of the 

(Continued on page 7)

Tax-Free Read All About It
z Forrester Research, July 9, 2003

Edward Jones ranks among the best advocates for its 
customers according to the “Winning the Changing 
Financial Consumer” study by Forrester Research. 
The firm, the highest-ranking brokerage named on 
the list, placed second in the customer advocacy
ranking.

z Kiplinger's Personal Finance Magazine, May 2003
In this profile story titled, “Street Smart,” Edward 
Jones is described as “America’s Main Street Broker.”

z Fortune Magazine, January 2003
Ranks Edward Jones No. 1 among the 100 Best 
Companies to Work For for the second consecutive 
year.

z Newsweek, July 1, 2002
Edward Jones received a favorable mention as a 
shining example of a firm that does what’s right for 
customers.
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484-0257
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2.38 to 5.06
*Yields to maturity effective 10/1/03, subject to availability and price change. Yield

and market value may fluctuate if sold prior to maturity, and the amount received
from the sale of these securities may be less than the amount originally invested.
May be subject to state and local taxes. May be subject to alternative minimum tax.

Some of the available issues of bonds are callable. Contact your local Edward Jones 
investment representative for more information about maturity dates and applicable 
call provisions. 
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0.5 percent increase in taxes owed, as they had paid 
their sales tax in good faith and paying the differ-
ence in a lump sum would be a hardship. The board 
unanimously denied the request. 

A brief recess was declared so Town Manager 
Rick Sonnenburg could establish speakerphone 
contact with Konarski, who was out of town. 
Konarski wanted to participate in the discussion 
regarding Trustee Frank Orten’s inquiry to Town 
Attorney Gary Shupp about deannexation options 
for the residents of Jackson Creek. 

Triview Metropolitan District General Man-
ager Ron Simpson asked the town to let Triview 
deannex at the Special Meeting on Sept. 8. The 
hearing was on the emergency ordinance to add 
a ballot question on participation with Triview for 
funding Jackson Creek Parkway construction to 
Monument Marketplace from Baptist and Higby 
Roads. Following that meeting, Orten was quoted 
by the Colorado Springs Gazette regarding Jackson 
Creek citizens’ desires to pursue deannexation.

Glenn opened the discussion by saying the 
Triview board had not asked to be deannexed and 
that he wanted to get the facts regarding deannex-
ation out on the table. Skrzypek said that it would 
cost the town $1.533 million over the next 15 years 
if Triview deannexed. Shupp said the law does not 
appear to allow deannexation of improved land that 
has received town services over three years and that 
the Colorado Legislature would have to rewrite the 
law. Only unimproved lots over 20 acres contiguous 
with a city or town boundary are allowed to dean-
nex. The intent of the deannexation law is that it 
would only apply to annexed land that had failed to 
be developed for a very long time and was a drain 
on municipal resources. He knew of no occurrence 
of deannexation by a subdivision; all those indi-
vidual lots are not considered a tract of land. 

Shupp’s memo to the BOT and town manager 
states: “C.R.S. 31-12-501 allows for the owner of a 
‘tract of land within and adjacent to the boundaries 
of a city or town’ to petition the governing body for 
disconnection.” He added the governing body can 
do so only if its best interests are not prejudiced and 
a tract is only land that has not been platted. His 
memo quotes a Colorado Supreme Court precedent: 
“No disconnection of land can be upheld which di-
vides a town into two disconnected parts.”

Smith asked if Triview could be dissolved 
while it had remaining debt. Shupp said the In-
tergovernmental Agreement (IGA) prohibits that. 
Former Mayor Leon Tenney agreed with Shupp. 
Glenn said the $2 million had nothing to do with 
the IGA and the vote on the participation ballot had 
taken away the right of the people to vote. A long 
discussion followed, with all trustees restating their 
positions from previous meetings at length. Smith 
and Brown said their votes were not divisive or 
politically motivated. The others disagreed. Konar-
ski said the impassioned points of view have been 
aired, so let’s move on.

Brown asked what traffic impact fees are for 
and who pays them. Brown had asked the staff to 
provide an overview of the ordinance for board 
members. Glenn said the board should move on. 
Tenney asked if he could speak. He said Triview 
was allowed to be exempt from these fees passed 
in May 2001 only because they build all their own 
roads. There was an extended discussion about how 
the fee applied to Second Street and Beacon Lite 
Road extensions. 

Konarski hung up as the discussion on speak-
erphone voting began. Smith said that the person 
on the phone cannot hear all the arguments sur-
rounding controversial issues, which could lead to 
a lawsuit because those arguments might change 
the person’s position. Brown said the school district 

doesn’t allow it, and it is very unprofessional due 
to the equipment on hand, particularly because the 
listener can’t see presentations or handouts that are 
passed out. Shupp said that absentee participation 
should be a policy or else meetings could simply 
turn into conference calls with only the phone bank 
in the meeting room. He added that they should 
be considered so that the board could stay flexible 
around major deadlines. There was consensus that 
the staff should develop a policy for special circum-
stances and investigate better equipment designed 
for conferencing. 

Davenport reported on Home Depot and Wal-
Mart. If Home Depot’s spring opening is delayed 
because of mouse issues that could slow the Baptist 
Road bridge widening at Jackson Creek, the project 
will likely slide a whole year. If the delay on the 
bridge widening appeared to be only a few months, 
the board could consider letting Home Depot open 
without adequate roads under a “concurrency” 
concept as a policy decision. Currently the board 
has said Home Depot cannot open its doors until 
the bridge is widened. Wal-Mart’s mouse problems 
remain unresolved, and no construction decision is 
expected soon. 

The next meeting will be Oct. 6 in Town Hall 
at 6:30 p.m.

MONUMENT SEPT. 15 (Continued from page 6)
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Monument Planning Commission meeting Sept. 10
By Jim Kendrick

The Monument Planning Commission held its first 
meeting without David Mertz as chairman on Sept. 
10. Mertz resigned after being appointed to the 
Monument Board of Trustees (BOT). He replaces 
Trustee Christopher Perry, who moved to New 
Hampshire. Five of the six remaining members of 
the planning commission were present, including 
Mertz. Skip Morgan was absent. 

The first order of business was to select a new 
chairman. Tom Donnellan nominated Bob Mooney, 
who said he’d accept the position. He was unani-
mously selected. (The town has advertised for vol-
unteers to fill the seventh position until the election 
in April.)

Synthes Replat
Synthes Ltd. requested that seven of the platted 
lots, lots 2-8 (Block 2), in Monument Industrial 
Park (Phase 1) be replatted into a single lot. The 
current structure on the property at 1101 Synthes 
Ave. is on more than one lot. Davenport gave this 
background: “In 2001, the Board of Trustees ap-
proved an 80,000-square-foot building expansion 
to the existing Synthes facility. A condition of 
approval was that Synthes apply for a replatting of 
its property, since in several locations buildings ex-
tend across lot lines. This could cause future prob-
lems regarding easements, which usually run along 
lot lines. The application has been submitted to 
comply with that condition of approval. It involves 
no physical changes to the property.” 

Tim Hopple, whose residence is across Mitch-
ell Avenue from the current Synthes lots 6 and 7 
but not in Monument town limits, had submitted a 
written comment in response to the notice sent to 
neighboring property owners. He thanked the town 
for the notice. He said he spoke for his neighbors 
in expressing concern about traffic, specifically 
speeders and those who run the 3-way stop sign 
at the base of the hill by the property’s access to 
Mitchell Avenue. He said his dog has been run over 
and a number of times he has been almost hit by 
speeding Synthes employees as he leaves his drive-
way. He asked that the town consider limiting or 
eliminating Synthes access to Mitchell and asked 
for help in rectifying the running of stop signs at 
the Mitchell-Synthes Avenue intersection. He said 
later he had already moved his driveway to make 
his access to Mitchell safer.

Hopple also expressed a community concern 
about consolidation of the seven lots into a large 
industrial lot, which would make it more likely for 
a future zoning change from commercial to indus-
trial—in violation of the town master plan. While 
he knew that Synthes was there when he purchased 
his lot, a zoning change to heavy industrial would 
harm neighboring residential properties across the 
road, just outside the town boundary.

Davenport responded by saying there were 

no comments during the proposal’s routine staff 
review from Public Works or County Roads. He 
noted that the property is actually zoned light 
industrial, and the change Hopple was concerned 
about would actually be one to heavy industrial. 
Based on the town’s history with concrete batch 
plants, Davenport said the likelihood of approving 
heavy industrial next to residential was nil. Hopple 
asked him what he should do if Synthes does apply 
for heavy industrial zoning in a few years. He said 
Hopple should comment again to Public Works. 

Regarding the speeders, Hopple said he had 
gone to Monument Police and Synthes with the 
names and plate numbers of the reckless drivers, 
but to no avail. He also complained that the un-
shielded sodium lights around the plant preclude 
him from using his telescope. 

Mooney asked if they could add a note to the 
new plat regarding the town’s requirement for 
downcast lighting. Davenport said no inspection 
is required or would be conducted for this process, 
as the replatting application only involves changing 
the drawings. (In effect, only pulling a permit will 
trigger inspections, not erasing the lot lines on a 
plat blueprint.) The town planning staff report did 
say, however, “Any new or replacement lighting (in-
stalled in the future) shall be downcast and shield-
ed.” Spence asked if the town could make them 
comply, but Davenport said changes in regulations 
are not retroactive. He said the commission could 
request that public works or the police department 
check for violations that are a safety problem, but 
lighting was not part of the replat application. 

Davenport suggested making a direct refer-
ence to Hopple’s concerns in an amendment to the 
commission’s motion on Synthes, to make it easier 
to find an attached record of those concerns in the 
future. Donnellan asked if the town’s transporta-
tion consultant, TransPlan, could do an investiga-
tion. Davenport said the replat had no physical 
change that would trigger a traffic study. He added 
the replat should still show all the old easements 
for the seven lots in a corrected drawing, a drafting 
correction only, before the next Board of Trustees 
meeting. Shupp confirmed that lighting is a zoning, 
not a replat, issue and that the commission could 
only recommend a traffic study the next time there 
was a physical change on the property.

The motion, amended as suggested earlier by 
Davenport, passed 4-0-1. Larry Neddo, a Synthes 
employee, abstained.

Integrity Bank Final PD Site Plan
Davenport summarized the application package 
for this full-service bank building. Integrity Bank 
proposes to build a modular structure on lot 3 of 
Valley Vista Estates Filing No. 3 at 1430 Cipriani 
Loop, which is one block south, then west, of the 
intersection of Knollwood and Highway 105. The 
structure will be temporary, and the site should 
be vacated within three years. Integrity Bank had 
planned to build its permanent structure at the 
northeast corner of Highway 105 and Knollwood 
but encountered Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse 
habitat problems that will take at least a year to 
resolve. Integrity still plans to build on that site 
as soon as the mouse situation is resolved, within 
three years. 

Davenport noted that Integrity’s three-year 
application is the first such long-term temporary 
structure application the town has received; there 
is no precedent for the nonstandard “exit plan” for 
the site. Normally, escrow accounts for exit plans 
for temporary buildings are only for one year. The 
term “exit plan” refers to removing the extensive 
asphalt parking lot and foundation for the tempo-
rary structure in order to be able to build a residen-
tial structure at that time. If the building were aban-
doned, the town would be responsible for executing 
the exit plan using the escrowed funds.

Another unique concern Davenport discussed 
was a written comment by Dr. Eric Fountain of the 
neighboring Woodmoor Veterinary Clinic concern-
ing the clinic “driveway” that runs across the north 
end of lot 3, parallel to Highway 105. The widen-
ing of the highway has left the clinic, which is not 
within the town boundary, landlocked with respect 
to the highway. However, this “driveway” is within 
the town boundary, requiring town involvement. 
Davenport said the clinic access issue was ad-
dressed at a meeting among the town, the Colorado 
Department of Transportation (CDOT), the clinic 
owner, the bank, and the lot 3 landowner, Randy 
Ottaway. All attending this meeting agreed that 
an access easement from the clinic to Knollwood 
across the north end of lot 3 will be provided, codi-
fying the existing dirt driveway to the clinic across 
the other landowner’s property. There are proposed 
provisions to the easement—to be reviewed when 
the bank vacates lot 3—that are designed to protect 
access to the clinic from Knollwood. 

Another concern discussed by Davenport was 
the CDOT recommendation that an escrow account 
be created for a Highway 105 traffic light at Knoll-
wood. Though traffic studies show that the bank 
will not add enough traffic to cross the threshold 
for a signal at this time, there is concern that traffic 
on 105 may substantially increase when the I-25 in-
terchange (exit 161) is completed. Traffic may cur-
rently be below the traffic light threshold because 
the congestion and backups that are routine may be 
causing people to avoid the area entirely. There was 
concurrence that the CDOT recommendation was 
prudent. If warranted, a new traffic count will be 
taken when construction is completed. 

Davenport also noted that drainage issues iden-
tified by the town’s consulting engineer have been 
resolved. There had been questions regarding the 
detention pond in the original submission. 

Mooney asked about the exit plan for remov-
ing the temporary building. Davenport said there 
would be another escrow account for the site resto-
ration exit plan if the building becomes abandoned. 
He pointed out that the escrow amount wasn’t large 
enough to completely restore the site to its original, 
undeveloped condition, though the amount does 
comply with the minimum town requirement.

Davenport noted that the landscaping to be 
provided far exceeds that required, making the 
temporary modular structure more appealing to 
neighbors. Mooney observed that the floor plan 
provided by the architect was reversed and should 
be changed before the next BOT meeting, where 
the bank would be seeking final construction ap-
proval. 

The site plan was approved unanimously, with 
the conditions that the exit plan and vet clinic ac-
cess agreements be finalized before going to the 
BOT. Also forwarded to BOT was a recommenda-
tion that another traffic study be performed by the 
town’s consultant after construction on Highway 
105 is concluded.

There was a brief discussion about minor map 
errors that were being corrected in the town’s new 
comprehensive plan. Davenport then reported on 
the presentation that developer Jack Wiepking gave 
to the Parks and Landscape Committee regard-
ing alternative buffering on the eastern boundary 
of the Village at Monument Filing 2, along Old 
Denver Highway. Rather than a standard 6-foot 
wooden privacy fence, Wiepking will use split rail 
fence, numerous trees, and a variety of tall, hardy, 
drought-resistant ornamental grasses and spreading 
shrubs, similar to those used in the recent renova-
tion at the Broadmoor Hotel. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. The next 
meeting will be held Oct. 8 at 6:30 p.m.

ElecTech, Inc.
Electrical Contracting
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in small electrical 
projects, service upgrades, 

a/c circuits, hot tubs, remodels.

Larry Bobo, Master Electrician
Over 27 Years Experience

Licensed & Insured

Call  488.2632
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Monument Parks and Landscape Committee Sept. 9
By Jim Kendrick

The members of the Monument Parks and Land-
scape Committee voiced their disappointment and 
frustration regarding the bad example the town is 
setting in not following its own requirements for 
maintaining its landscaping at parks and its fa-
cilities around town. In particular, they expressed 
dismay that there appears to be insufficient public 
works staff to execute budgeted but unfunded im-
provements from this and previous years. However, 
they decided to continue serving, declining the op-
tion to disband, as the Public Works Committee did 
earlier this summer. The committee also approved 
two proposals. 

Synthes Ltd. Replat 
As part of its approval of a recent building expan-
sion by Synthes Ltd., the town directed the com-
pany to apply for a replat. The current property 
plat shows eight lots, and the building now lies 
on several of these lots. (See the planning com-
mission article on the facing page for details.) In 
effect, the new plat erases the interior lot lines for 
seven of the eight lots. The landscaping plan for the 
80,000-square-foot expansion had been approved 
by the committee before construction began. As 
there were no physical changes in the proposal, the 
committee approved the replat unanimously, 3-0. 
Monika Marky and Ed DeLaney were absent.

Final Plat/PD Site Plan for 
the Village at Monument Filing 2

Developer Jack Wiepking presented his request to 
change the landscape buffering for his new devel-
opment just west of Old Denver Highway and south 
of Ranchero Valley Way, which he had presented 
to the Planning Commission on Aug. 13. The Parks 
and Landscape Committee had denied his written 
buffering change request on Aug. 12, saying it was 
too vague, but had also extended an invitation for 
Wiepking to present it at the September meeting 
for reconsideration. Wiepking told the board that 
wooden privacy fences deteriorate in five to seven 
years and are most often not well maintained by 
subdivision homeowners associations (HOAs). 
Also, the easements between the privacy fences 
and roadways often become overgrown with weeds, 
and the easement landscaping usually dies within a 
few years due to HOA neglect. 

The residences he is building along Old Denver 
Highway are several feet below roadbed grade. He 
proposed buffering along the highway that uses 
small berms, where grading permits, and split rail 
fencing, with many trees, spreading shrubs, and 
tall drought-resistant wild grasses to enhance the 
immediate and long-term value of the property. He 
showed pictures of this increasingly popular alter-
native buffering method, which was used in the re-
cent renovation of the Broadmoor Hotel. Feathered 
reed grass is particularly effective in this kind of 
landscaping, as it stays green through the winter.

He proposed a split rail fence because of the 
numerous buried utilities along the highway. Post-
holes must be dug by hand, and split rail requires 
only an 18-inch depth, while privacy fence posthole 
depth is 30 inches. Toni Martin asked him who 
would maintain the split rail fence, and he said the 
HOA. 

Davenport noted that Wiepking had incurred 
considerable expense in planting numerous 20-to-
30-foot Douglas firs and ponderosa pines through-
out the development, far exceeding the subdivision 
landscaping requirement. Linda Pankratz noted 
that many of the trees along the Santa Fe Trails 
development were dead. Wiepking said that is 
usually the result of no maintenance, poor soil 
preparation, or no watering. Pankratz concurred, 
noting that all the ponderosas planted at the town’s 
skateboard park died within a few months. Chair-
man John Savage asked how many of these very 

large trees had been transplanted. Wiepking said 
70 so far. Wiepking said he would prefer to build 
the buffering as the houses were built rather than 
all at once, as is often done with privacy fences, to 
prevent damage during construction. Savage asked 
if it wouldn’t be cheaper to build the buffer all at 
once. Wiepking said it would be hard to do so many 
tall trees all at once and expect them to survive. 
Davenport said the landscape bond could be rolled 
over as construction progressed.

Savage agreed that this was a much better idea 
than they had thought after reading his written 
proposal, and the results would be much more at-
tractive. Martin agreed, as long as the longer-term 
nonstandard bonding could be worked out. “We’ve 
seen too many plantings die during or shortly after 
construction.” The proposal was approved unani-
mously. 

In other business, Martin asked about the sta-
tus of using the very large culverts under I-25 by 
the Safeway to connect trails on either side of the 
interstate. Davenport said it would be shown on the 
new comprehensive trails plan as the north crossing 
trail. He had confirmed with Fish and Wildlife that 
it was not mouse territory. 

Pankratz commented about the dying plant-
ings in all the town parks and around town well 
buildings. She said weeds had grown to one-third 
the building height at Second and Beacon Lite, 
the main entry. “We are not in compliance with 
our own regulations.” Davenport offered to have a 
letter to the Board of Trustees drafted for Savage’s 
signature. The committee concurred. Pankratz 
added that at least $8,000 had been spent on that 
building, and 70 percent of the plantings were dead 
or dying due to lack of maintenance. Davenport 
said this a townwide problem, as public works 
staff are continuously diverted to road, utility, and 
building maintenance—although that is not their 
primary function. Reiterating that “we’re not fol-
lowing our own rules and what we put in dies due to 
lack of maintenance,” Pankratz agreed to sign the 
complaint to the BOT for Savage, who was leaving 
town the next morning. 

A proposal to transfer the responsibility for 
notifying people to 
remove their beetle-
infested trees from the 
committee to the pub-
lic works department 
passed unanimously. 

The postponed fi-
nal presentation of the 
Parks, Trails, and Open 
Space Plan by Univer-
sity of Denver graduate 
students will be given 
to the committee on 
Oct. 6. One of the stu-
dents had an appendec-
tomy and simultane-
ously contracted West 
Nile virus. Davenport 
said he has coordinated 
a 30-day extension, to 
Nov. 10, on the Greater 
Colorado Outdoors 
(GOCO) grant that is 
funding this popular 
study. 

2004 P&L Budget
A listing of P&L proj-
ects for 2001, 2002, 
and 2003 was reviewed 
in a lengthy discussion. 
Priority was given to 
building restrooms in 
Limbach Park versus 

Dirty Woman Creek Park. Davenport said the hard 
part for these unfunded 2002 projects was figuring 
out how to pay for it, as park budgets are being cut 
nationwide. 

Davenport noted that building parks in Jack-
son Creek is very difficult because of the expense 
involved. Middle school fields are not open to the 
public because of liability concerns and the dif-
ficulty of discerning responsibility for misuse, as 
various groups rotate through the facilities. The ad-
ministrative difficulties make it easier for District 
38 just to say no. The town would need to apply for 
a GOCO grant of up to $1 million to build an appro-
priate community park for Jackson Creek. There is 
no prospect for the town to have matching funds 
required for GOCO in the foreseeable future. 

There was a brief discussion regarding the neg-
ative connotation of the name Dirty Woman Creek 
on grant applications and that it might affect grant 
approval. Savage and Pankratz said that changing 
the name of the park or not listing it on the appli-
cations was unacceptable. Davenport said the only 
parks grant that the town has received in the past 
four years was the one for the University of Denver 
Parks, Trails, and Open Space Plan study. 

Savage said the only way the town could move 
forward was to have a separate parks department 
with its own director: “Parks are always the last 
priority.” Davenport said that combining the parks 
budget into the public works budget makes it more 
likely to pass, but diversion of parks personnel to 
road maintenance is the negative. The committee 
decided to recommend that there be one summer 
hire dedicated to parks maintenance and that future 
hires be designated for doing parks and landscape 
maintenance exclusively. Barring the latter full-
time hire, the town must outsource to a private 
landscaper, to keep the town’s investments alive. 

When asked by Davenport whether the com-
mittee would like to take the option to discontinue 
meeting, as the Public Works Committee had, they 
unanimously declined, while reiterating their frus-
tration. 

The next meeting is Oct. 8 in Town Hall at 6:
30 p.m.

October is 

Mohawk Anniversary Month

All Mohawk Flooring On Sale!
Best Prices of the Year!

Serving the Tri-Lakes area since 1996 
All Major Brands of 

Carpet, Vinyl, Laminate, Ceramic, & Wood

Please call for an appointmePlease call for an appointmePlease call for an appointmePlease call for an appointmentntntnt 
481481481481----0831083108310831

755 Highway 105, Unit H 
Palmer Lake, CO 80133
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By Jim Kendrick
The Monument Police Advisory Committee (PAC) meeting was not 
held because it was one member short of a quorum. In a follow-up 
phone interview, Chief of Police Joe Kissell discussed the informa-
tion he would have passed to the committee: 
• The draft update of the Inter-Governmental Agreement 

with Palmer Lake is undergoing legal review. It provides 
more specificity on liability issues when covered individuals 
participate in police activities outside their jurisdiction.

• Surveys for the upcoming police department strategic plan 
were to be passed out to members of PAC at the meeting. Also, 
members of the Board of Trustees, the town manager and 
treasurer, and all police officers were to receive survey forms on 
Sept. 25. The purpose of the survey is to gather suggestions to 
incorporate in this statement of major goals for the next three to 
five years. 

• Plans for the new police building, an update of a concept 
developed several years ago, are on hold. PAC members will 
be solicited for suggestions for interim solutions to issues with 
existing facilities.

• Kissell, Sergeant 
Rick Tudor, and Officer 
Rob Stewart received 
commendations from 
District 38 for participation 
in the mentoring program.
• The budget 
process for the town is 
beginning, with the police 
department proposal due 
on Oct. 15. PAC members 
will be given copies of 
the draft police budget to 
review. Comments will be 
due back to Kissell by Oct. 
7.
• Monument has 
submitted the names of 
two officers to attend 
Drug Enforcement Agency 
(DEA)-funded qualification 
training at Clandestine 
Lab School, Quantico, 
Va., in October. It would 
provide certification 
as first responders for 
illegal methamphetamine 
lab investigations. 
DEA selections for this 
school have not yet been 
announced.
The PAC’s next regularly 
scheduled meeting is in 
November.

Monument Police 
Advisory Committee 

Sept. 24
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Local History Connection offers ten unique videos plus 
Group Walking Tours of Victorian era Palmer Lake and 

Monument’s Pioneer Settlement. For Tour Dates/Brochures,
Call Jim Sawatzki at 481-3963.
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By John Heiser
The Triview Metropolitan District Board of Di-
rectors held its regular meeting Sept. 24. Director 
Steve Stephenson was absent.

Monument Marketplace
Rick Blevins of Vision Development, Inc., reported 
that grading of the Home Depot site is under way. 
The groundbreaking ceremony was held Sept. 19. 
He added that the project is six weeks ahead of 
schedule. He later added that three other medium-
to-small box stores and several restaurants have 
expressed interest in being part of the project.

Blevins said the drainage structures have been 
redesigned to reduce the cost. He said that part of 
the project is being put back out for bid. 

Blevins reported that a prebid conference was 
held Sept. 24 for the wet utilities, asphalt, curb, gut-
ter, and sidewalk. Bid opening will be Oct. 3. He 
said the goal is to start construction on the utilities 
in October. He added that clearance for Jackson 
Creek Parkway, the crossing of Jackson Creek, and 
Leather Chaps Drive was obtained from the region-
al floodplain administrator.

Due to the decrease from 
9.15 percent to 7.96 percent 
in the residential factor used 
by the county assessor for 
determining assessed value 
from market value, the mill 
levy cap agreement approved 
last month increases the 
maximum mill levy from 54 
mills to 62 mills. The change 
in the value of the cap does 
not change the current ap-
proved property tax rate for 
the district, which stands at 
25 mills. The statewide Gal-
lagher Amendment dictates 
the decrease in the assessed 
value factor. Blevins said 
the result is an estimated $4 
million drop in the assessed 
value of property in the 
Triview district. The board 
unanimously approved a 
revised term sheet for the 
Phase G (Marketplace) fund-
ing reflecting the changes.

Wal-Mart
Regarding the Preble’s 
Meadow Jumping Mouse 
habitat issues on the pro-
posed Wal-Mart site, Ron 
Simpson, manager of the 
Triview district, said, “I don’t 
know which way it is going 
to go.” He said he thought it 
is unlikely Wal-Mart would 
mount a legal challenge to 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Services (FWS) findings. 
He also said he thought it 
is unlikely Wal-Mart would 
change locations. He said 
they might purchase the 
property and then work to 
resolve the issues.

Peter Susemihl, attor-
ney for the Triview district, 
said, “I think they will try 
to get the lower level rul-
ing reversed.” He added, “If 
the landowner started doing 
construction, then the burden 
shifts to the Fish and Wildlife 

Service.” He said, “There is no evidence there is 
mouse in there.”

Deannexation
Simpson reported that the Monument Board of 
Trustees did not approve a ballot measure for the 
November election required for the town to change 
the intergovernmental agreement (IGA) with 
Triview and contribute $2 million to the cost of 
infrastructure improvements associated with the 
Marketplace. He noted that the district received 
a Sept. 23 letter from Jackson Creek resident and 
Monument Trustee Frank Orten, one of the trustees 
who voted in favor of the ballot measure, inquiring 
as to the possibility of Triview deannexing from 
the Town of Monument, what the process would be, 
and what the timeframe would be.

Susemihl noted that it is a complicated issue. He 
said town attorney Gary Shupp ruled it would not 
be possible based on statutes that relate to unplatted 
or agricultural land. Simpson asked, “Is Shupp’s 
determination the final word?” Susemihl replied, 
“No, but you won’t know until you go to court.” He 

added, “This is a unique situation due to the IGA. 
The IGA gives Triview the right to deannex if the 
town violates the agreement. The district could file 
suit under the IGA and ask the court to deannex. 
The question is ‘Would the town fight it?’”

Jackson Creek resident and Triview director 
Martha Gurnick said, “We should explore that 
possibility.” Simpson characterized it as a political 
decision. Gurnick said, “I don’t see it as political. It 
is just the tax money.” Susemihl mused, “Can the 
district be the petitioner or should it be property 
owners?” Simpson said, “Advocates should form 
a citizens’ committee.” He added, “Deannexation 
is the [Triview district’s] prime remedy, our safety 
net. What does this mean for our IGA? If this goes 
away, we have no out.” He noted, “We haven’t de-
clared a dispute and sought that cure.”

Susemihl said, “It doesn’t apply unless there is 
a blatant violation of the IGA, and there isn’t one.” 
He added, “I think you need a citizens’ group.” 
Gurnick said, “The [homeowners’ association] 

Triview metro board discussion includes Marketplace, 
Wal-Mart, deannexation, and condemnation
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needs a project.” Jackson Creek resident and 
Triview director Linda Jones added, “They need 
to know we have heard them. It is not strong 
enough without our support.”

Baptist Road Interim Improvements
Simpson reported that a meeting is scheduled in 
two weeks with FWS to discuss the interim im-

provements to Baptist Road required as part 
of the Marketplace approval by the town. 
The improvements are expected to be made 
within the existing right-of-way but would 
impact the surrounding mouse habitat. 

When contacted later, Simpson said the 
project may require 4 to 41⁄2 acres of mitiga-
tion habitat. He said funding for the project 
will be provided by the Marketplace devel-
oper. In the event Wal-Mart is approved, the 
Marketplace developer would be reimbursed 
for part of the cost of the Baptist Road im-
provements.

Homestead parks
Simpson reported that Tonya and Chuck Bjus-
trom raised $7,600 toward playground equip-

ment for Homestead Park A. Blevins 
noted that two builders committed to 
contribute to the project but the district 
would be obligated to cover maintenance 
of the equipment.

WWTF expansion
The Waste Water Treatment Facility 
(WWTF) is jointly owned by the Triview 
district, the Donala Water and Sanitation 
district that serves Gleneagle, and the 
Forest Lakes Metropolitan District that 
currently does not have any users. Simp-
son reported that Dana Duthie, manager 
of the Donala district, still wants to start 

design of the expan-
sion of the plant in 
January 2004. Simp-
son said that Donala 
is proposing to pro-
vide all the funding. 
Simpson said that if 
the financing of Triv-
iew’s portion of the 
cost were amortized 
over seven years, the 
interest rate charged 
by Donala would be 
about 8 percent. If the 
cost were amortized 
over six years, the rate 
would drop to about 7 
percent.

Wells A4 and D7
Simpson reported 
that Arapahoe aquifer 
well A4 needed for the 

Marketplace project is expected to be producing 
water in a few days. The cost for the well is to be 
paid from the Phase G bonds. He noted that the 
cost for equipping recently drilled Denver aquifer 
well D7 is $97,212. That is to be paid by developer 
Miles Grant.

Tap Fees
Simpson reported that Classic Homes has request-
ed waivers from the Oct. 1 imposition of the new 
higher tap fees for nine houses that have closed on 
financing. The difference in total fees to be paid 
by Classic is $26,235. Jones and Gurnick said the 
waivers should not be granted. Simpson said that 
Home Depot has requested an increase from a 2-
inch water tap to a 3-inch tap for water used inside 
the store. The 3-inch tap is equivalent to 19 single-
family house taps. Home Depot is also requesting 
a 11⁄2-inch irrigation tap. 

2004 Budget
Simpson distributed a draft budget. Detailed dis-
cussion is scheduled for the Oct. 22 meeting.

Condemnation
The board went into executive session to discuss 
land acquisition. When the executive session 
concluded, the board unanimously voted to au-
thorize Susemihl to initiate court proceedings for 
condemnation if an agreement cannot be reached 
with Miles Grant regarding easements needed for 
construction of Jackson Creek Parkway.

**********
The Triview Metropolitan District Board of Direc-
tors normally meets on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month, 4:30 p.m., at the district offices, 174 
North Washington St. The next meeting will be 
Oct. 22. Due to conflicts with holidays, the No-
vember and December meetings will be held Nov. 
19 and Dec. 10. The regular schedule will resume 
in January. 

For further information, contact the Triview 
Metropolitan District at 488-6868.

Above: Marketplace groundbreaking. L to R: TLFPD Capt. Tom Mace, Monument Trustees Dave Mertz 
and Byron Glenn, Monument Town Manager Rick Sonnenburg, Triview engineer Mark Snotty, Project 
Manager Rick Blevins, Colorado Structures’ Tom Sharkey, Triview Directors Kathy Walters and  Gary 
Walters, Triview Manager Ron Simpson, YMCA representative Andy Barton, Byron Glenn’s sons: 
Jacob, Joshua, and Joseph. 

Below: Grading begins on the Home Depot site. The drilling of Well A4 near the power substation nears 
completion. 

Photos by Les Montevaldo and John Heiser

TRIVIEW (Continued from page 11)

xpectations
283 Washington St. • Monument • 488-9203

expectations@cs.quik.com

Day Spa & 
Salon

REVIVE YOUR SKIN WITH MICRO-
DERMABRASION. A MUST HAVE after the summer 
abuse. Buy 5, get the 6th FREE! Plus you will get a 
FREE personal dermabrasion product to take home!

If you are a woman entrepreneur, a woman in 
business, or a woman ready to begin her own 
business, Women Empowering Women in Life
(WE WIL) is an exciting new business/social/
networking opportunity. Upcoming Meetings:

Mon., Nov. 10, 6:30 pm 
Mon. Dec. 1, 6:30 pm

Both meetings will be at 
the Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr.

Call Kathleen:
488-4089

or Mary:
488-1129

New women’s group!

Tonya Whaley
484-0677

Woodmoor Resident
Veterinarian’s Assistant
Domestic Animals Only

House Sitting also available

Faithful Companions
Pet Sitting

at my home or yours



Page 12 Vol. 3 No. 10 Page 13Sat., October 4, 2003

By Jim Kendrick
The Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
(DWFPD) met on Sept. 17 with all members pres-
ent. Unlike the August meeting, this session was 
routine, with no controversial agenda items or dis-
cussion. All board members were present.

President Bill Lowes discussed the need for 
DWFPD to be involved during consideration by 
Colorado Springs City Council of Classic Homes’ 
request to have the Flying Horse Ranch property 
annexed to the city. City Council will consider the 
matter on Oct. 14 and 28. Lowes said that the board 
must be represented at both these hearings. The 
1,556-acre, $12 million parcel—currently unincor-
porated and unimproved county land—is part of 
DWFPD. The parcel lies west of Highway 83 from 
Northgate Road down to the Rampart Range cam-
pus of Pikes Peak Community College; its western 
boundary is contiguous with established develop-
ments east of Voyager Parkway. 

Classic Homes has said it will not develop 
the land as proposed if the city does not annex it. 
During the first 10 years of development, the city 
should gain a minimum of $4.7 million profit in 
tax revenues over and above the cost of any city 
services provided and profit at an even higher aver-
age annual rate during the first 15 years of develop-
ment. The Colorado Springs Planning Commission 
unanimously recommended annexation.

If, as is currently expected, the city votes to an-
nex the parcel, DWFPD would continue to provide 
fire service to the area for several years, as the city 
has no fire resources it can provide in the near term. 
All property in the parcel would be taxed for fire 
service by DWFPD and the city for an indefinite 
period. DWFPD has a long history of relinquishing 
previously unincorporated southern district proper-
ty, including its Station 1, as city limits have moved 
northward and subdivisions have been steadily an-
nexed over the past several decades.

The three-school, 20-acre District 20 cam-
pus—to be built just southwest of the intersection 
of Northgate and Roller Coaster Roads—will be 
of immediate concern to the board, according to 
Chief Bill Sheldon. He has had introductory meet-
ings with the district’s architects and the developer. 
These schools were to have been built on the Air 
Force Academy, but plans were abandoned after 
military security was greatly increased following 
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. The middle school 
will open at the start of the 2004 school year and 
is expected to be immediately filled to capacity, be-
fore a single house is built in Flying Horse Ranch—
hence District 20’s sense of urgency to begin and 
accelerate construction. The elementary school 
will be completed by the end of 2004 and will also 
be immediately near capacity. Sheldon said he has 
coordinated with the fire marshal for Colorado 
Springs, Brett Lacey, and anticipated no problems 
with routine construction fire inspections. The city 
will take the lead on conducting these inspections 
and DWFPD will accompany them to assist and 
also learn the building and fire detection system 
layouts. Sheldon said there are a number of revised 
state regulations that have to be complied with and 
this is an additional practical learning opportunity 
for his district.

Lowes said that the Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire 
Department (PLVFD) merger with the Woodmoor/
Monument Fire Protection District (W/MFPD) was 
moving forward without problems. PLVFD will be 
setting a date for a special election after the regu-
lar November election. He noted the resignation of 
Palmer Lake Town Council Trustee Scott Russell, 
who had led the PLVFD inclusion process. Lowes 
said he had contacted Tom Conroy of W/MFPD to 
stay in touch on the merger. Lowes said that DW-
FPD would need to rework mutual agreements with 
W/MFPD after the inclusion of PLVFD. Similarly, 

DWFPD could not assess the need to increase its 
mill levy until after the inclusion election for Black 
Forest residents, scheduled for Nov. 4. He added 
that Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District (TLFPD) 
has not expressed an interest in renewing merger 
discussions with anyone nor have they accepted 
any more petitions from the 13-square-mile Black 
Forest area subject to the November election. All 
paperwork for the DWFPD Black Forest inclusion 
election has been accepted by the county.

In other matters:
• The new unified DWFPD policy and procedure 

manual is nearing completion. The draft will be 
distributed to board members and the district’s 
attorney as soon as it is completed. 

• Board member Joe Potter solicited information 
from DWFPD for regional homeland security 
contingency plans. Potter, a retired Air 
Force colonel, is also head of local volunteer 
command and control activities during national 
emergencies, which would be activated by the 
Department of Homeland Security.

• Discussion of adding another bay to Station 3, 
near Gleneagle and Baptist Road, was deferred 
until the next board meeting. 

• DWFPD will have an open house at Station 
3 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Oct. 4 during 
National Fire Prevention Week. This is one 
of many such activities held by regional fire 
districts throughout the area.

• A new city police station has been approved 
on Powers Boulevard near Sky Sox stadium. It 
will have a radio tower that should dramatically 
improve communications for all police and fire 
agencies in northeast El Paso County.

• Julie Lokken, assistant chief of PLVFD, wrote a 
letter to the DWFPD 
board thanking 
Nick DeSimone, 
Sean Pearson, 
Scott Ridings, Joe 
Seiberlich, Tim 
Hampton, Mike 
Badger, Kurt 
Leonhardt, and 
Shannon Baivanz 
for providing 
chipping service for 
wildfire mitigation 
assistance to 
24 DWFPD 
h o m e o w n e r s . 
Lokken wrote the 
letter for the Pikes 
Peak Wildfire 
Protection Partners. 

• The monthly North 
End Group (NEG) 
chief’s meeting on 
Sept. 24 discussed 
combined training, 
com mu n ica t ion , 
and preparations 
for Fire Prevention 
Week. New digital 
equipment should 
improve paging, and 
the new 800 MHz 
radio system will 
soon be working 
better when 
planned hardware 
and software 
improvements are 
implemented.

• Sheldon said there 
was no discussion 
at the September 
NEG session of his 

proposal, announced at the August DWFPD 
board meeting, to expel TLFPD from the NEG 
voluntary mutual aid agreement until TLFPD’s 
cooperation and attendance at NEG meetings 
improved. TLFPD attended the September 
NEG meeting. 

The next DWFPD board meeting will be on Oct. 
15 at 7 p.m.

CORRECTION
In the Sept. 6 article on the Donald Wescott Fire 
Protection District board meeting, there were three 
uses of the incorrect term “automatic mutual aid.” 
It should have read “mutual aid.” There are two 
types of aid between fire districts, automatic aid 
and mutual aid. 

Automatic aid refers to the simultaneous dis-
patching by the county of personnel and equipment 
from fire protection districts other than the district 
with primary responsibility and taxing authority. 
For example, a fire or ambulance call in the Jack-
son Creek subdivision may result in the county 
dispatching not only the Tri-Lakes Fire Protection 
District but also the Wescott district, since it is 
closer. Ordinarily, if Wescott arrives first, the op-
erational command of the situation would be turned 
over to Tri-Lakes at an appropriate time. 

Mutual aid is a voluntary agreement between 
North End Group fire districts that authorizes an 
on-scene commander to ask for voluntary assistance 
from another fire district, outside the automatic aid 
dispatch county protocol, if the situation requires 
additional support. This direct communication is 
simpler and more efficient and supplements the 
automatic aid county dispatch procedure.

Donald Wescott FPD Board meeting Sept. 17

VOTE NOVEMBER 4
Elect STEVE CORDER

Lewis-Palmer District #38 
School Board Director District 2
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• 11 year resident of District #38 with two daughters still 

benefiting from the excellent education provided by the 
district.
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“My top priority for education is in line with the district’s fo-
cus on Professional Learning Communities - namely to ensure 
that every child in the district is learning based on a high stan-
dard of expected achievement, not just on their abilities or if 
they take advantage of the opportunities provided. The board, 

administration, and 
teachers must be 
working together and 
doing ‘whatever it 
takes’ to make sure 
this happens for each 
student.”

Steve Corder
488-0199

Endorsed by The Colorado 
Springs Chamber of Com-
merce and State Rep. 
Dave Schultheis.

Paid for by The Committee to 
Elect Steven L. Corder
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By John Heiser
At its meeting Sept. 18, the Tri-Lakes Fire Protec-
tion District board of directors discussed issues 
between the Tri-Lakes district and the Donald 
Wescott Fire Protection District and their coverage 
in the newspapers, status of efforts to gain county 
approval of fire station 2 on Roller Coaster Road 
and Highway 105, and a potential fire station 3 near 
the recently approved Monument Marketplace. 

Issues between the Tri-Lakes district and the 
Wescott district

A letter was circulated from Wescott district board 
chairman Bill Lowes responding to suggestions by 
Tri-Lakes president Charlie Pocock (reported in 
last month’s OCN) that the two districts hold a joint 
meeting. In his letter, Lowes said, “The unanimous 
vote of our Directors was that based upon the ac-
tions of your Department and those of your Board 
of Directors, during the past few months, there 
would be no positive actions that could come of this 
meeting.” 

Pocock circulated copies of his letter of reply 
that read in part: “While we don’t expect we will 
always agree, your continual refusal to even discuss 
the issues can only lead to wider division between 
our Boards…. We remain ready to discuss common 
issues with anyone, but based upon your letter and 
your stated opinion of your Board Directors, we 
will not ask you again.”

One of the issues between the two districts is 
inclusion of property east of Highway 83. Inclusion 
into the Wescott district will be decided by the vote 
on a Nov. 4 ballot measure. Several property own-
ers within that area have petitioned for inclusion 

into the Tri-Lakes district and been accepted by the 
district. If the ballot measure passes, it raises the 
prospect that those property owners might be billed 
for taxes for both districts. John Bass, the county 
assessor, sent letters to those property owners noti-
fying them of the possibility. 

Pocock distributed copies of a letter he sent 
to those property owners assuring them that if the 
ballot measure succeeds, the Tri-Lakes district will 
agree to exclude them if the Wescott district will 
not exclude them.

Pocock was critical of newspaper coverage of 
the fire districts. He expressed dissatisfaction with 
all the local papers and then quoted at length OCN’s 
coverage of the Aug. 20 Wescott board meeting 
that ran in the September issue. In particular, he 
objected to Wescott Chief Bill Sheldon’s comments 
regarding three areas: The Aug. 5 structure fire in 
Jackson Creek, housing of Wescott trucks at the 
Tri-Lakes district, and participation by Tri-Lakes 
in the North End Group of chiefs.

Pocock reported that on Aug. 25, a general 
critique by all the agencies involved with the Aug. 
5 fire was held. He said, “The allegations [by Shel-
don] were found to be incorrect.” For instance, 
in response to the allegation that the Tri-Lakes 
personnel were unfamiliar with their equipment, 
Pocock said, “There was a mechanical failure of 
an electrical connection. It had nothing to do with 
familiarity with the equipment.” After giving a 
timeline covering an hour starting about 6 p.m. on 
Aug. 5 during which the district responded to three 
wildland fires, a traffic accident, a medical call, and 
the structure fire in Jackson Creek, he summarized, 
“To say we aren’t carrying our share of the load, I 
disagree.”

Pocock noted that due to the exclusion of areas 
of the Wescott district within Colorado Springs, 
Wescott transferred one of its stations to the Colo-
rado Springs Fire Department and so was looking 
for someplace to store two trucks. He added, “We 
didn’t borrow [the trucks]. They asked us to store 
them. We haven’t used them once.”

As to the Tri-Lakes participation in the North 
End Group of chiefs, Pocock said, “Of the 12 North 
End Group meetings since August 2002, we have 
attended all except two.” He added that Sheldon has 
missed several North End Group meetings.

Financial Report
Tri-Lakes district director and treasurer John Hil-

debrandt reported that property tax 
assessed values in the district are 
projected to increase about 3 per-
cent, adding an estimated $30,000 to 
$35,000 to annual district revenue—
despite a decrease from 9.15 percent 
to 7.96 percent in the residential 
factor used by the assessor for deter-
mining assessed value from market 
value. By contrast, he noted the 
Woodmoor-Monument Fire Protec-
tion District is projected to see about 
a $40,000 decrease in revenue.

Pocock said the additional as-
sessed value from construction of 
Home Depot in the Monument Mar-
ketplace will not be on the books 
until 2005.

Chief’s Report
Chief Robert Denboske reported 
that during August, the district re-
sponded to 108 calls, bringing the 
total for the year to 746, which he 
said is a 17 percent increase com-
pared to last year. 

Denboske noted that he is meet-
ing with Sheldon at least once a 
week, and Captain Brian Jack is 

working with the Woodmoor-Monument district. 
He said the purpose of the meetings is to improve 
the working relationship between the districts at 
the operational level. He said, “I have good feelings 
about these meetings. Let the chiefs work on it. Let 
us come to you with a plan.”

Denboske reported that there was a North End 
Group meeting Sept. 17. He said, “There was no 
discussion of removing us.” 

Lieutenant John Vincent reported on research 
into purchasing an initial attack truck. He de-
scribed it as a cross between a pumper and an 
urban-wildland interface truck. It would have a 
short wheelbase, 4-wheel drive, and space for four 
to five firefighters. He said, based on the half-dozen 
manufacturers they have studied so far, prices 
range from about $192,000 to $325,000. The goal is 
to refine the specifications and develop an item for 
inclusion in the 2004 budget.

Denboske reported that Lieutenant Chris Mola 
is receiving an award recognizing Mola and the Tri-
Lakes district’s participation in Project Adventure 
with Lewis-Palmer School District 38. The project 
helps young people through confidence-building 
exercises.

Station 2
Pocock reported that in order to satisfy El Paso 
County’s rule requiring 300 years of water avail-
ability, the district has an agreement to obtain 
shares in Great Divide Water Company, which 
owns the well adjacent to station 2. He described 
this as the “last hurdle” prior to seeking county ap-
proval.

Station 3
Pocock reported that he met with Rick Blevins of 
Vision Development Company regarding a poten-
tial fire station, referred to as station 3, near the 
Monument Marketplace project. It would be built 
on the extension of Jackson Creek Parkway north 
from Baptist Road. 

Director and architect Rick Barnes added 
that he has been meeting with the developer and 
other interested parties. He said the current plan 
is for a combined design that includes an enlarged 
electrical facility to house equipment for Tri-State 
Generation and Transmission Association and the 
Mountain View Electric Association, offices for 
the Triview Metropolitan District, a fire station, 
and possibly facilities for other public entities. In 
past discussions, Blevins has included a Monument 
police station as a potential part of the design.

Barnes said the developer would build the fire 
station and then lease it to the Tri-Lakes district. 
He said, “The developer is going out of his way to 
make this work for us.”

Pocock said the plan for the fire station is ex-
pected to be similar to the design for station 2 at 
Roller Coaster Road and Highway 105.

Hildebrandt said the increased property tax 
base resulting from the Marketplace development 
would contribute tax revenue toward staffing and 
equipping station 3.

Executive session
The meeting ended with an executive session to 
discuss personnel matters and strategy for negotia-
tions.

**********
The Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District board nor-
mally meets at 7 p.m. on the third Thursday of each 
month at the district firehouse, 18650 Highway 105 
(near the bowling alley). The next meeting is sched-
uled for Oct. 16.

For more information, call Chief Denboske at 
481-2312. The Tri-Lakes district has a new web site: 
www.tri-lakesfire.com. 
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Vote November 4th

LouAnn Dekleva
Lewis-Palmer District 38—Director District 2

I believe
• Educating our youth is an investment in

the future.
• Each student can achieve individual 

excellence.
• The partnership—

students, parents, 
school, and 
community builds 
achievement.

LouAnn Dekleva
481-4226

Vote Nov. 4th to elect LouAnn Dekleva to
the Lewis-Palmer Board of Education.

PALMER LAKE STARTER HOME! Only $182,500
 Situated on Sundance Mtn.,

This Totally Updated,
Immaculate 2 Bed, 2 Bath 

Has Much to Offer…
Great Views! Recording

 Studio (could be 3rd Bed),
Bonus Room, 2 Decks, 

Patio & Big Laundry Room!
Attention Tri-Lakes Homeowners…

242 Shady Lane: Sold by Trish in 7 Days! 384 Shady Lane: 
Sold by Trish in 4 Days!* 191 Shady Lane: Sold by Trish!*

Trish Flake Sells the Tri-Lakes!
* Currently Under Contract. Trish is Selling Agent.

Trish Flake
Zion Properties, Inc.

(719) 481-4810
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By Jim Kendrick
Controversy continues to dominate the meetings of 
the Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection Depart-
ment Board (W/MFPD). At the start of the most 
recent open meeting on Sept. 22, the board was 
presented a letter expressing “no confidence” in 
Chief David Youtsey’s leadership. Nine full-time 
members of the fire department signed the letter. 
There are 14 full-time members of the department, 
including Youtsey. During the scheduled agenda, 
three of the 34 Monument business owners who 
signed a letter of complaint against former Fire 
Marshal Raymond Blake again expressed their se-
rious concern about the way fire inspections may be 
referred to other agencies, despite Blake’s resigna-
tion. The public portion of the meeting board con-
cluded with routine business before going into an 
unscheduled executive session to discuss personnel 
controversies.

Board President Robert Browning chose not 
to have the board discuss the surprise letter of no 
confidence, as none of the members had received 
advance copies to review. The letter’s signers were 
not asked to speak. Youtsey made no comment dur-
ing the meeting. 

The letter expressed “apprehension” about no-
tifying the board of the signers’ concerns, asserted 
that Youtsey’s “inconsistent management style” 
was affecting morale by creating “a hostile work 
environment,” and concluded that this was a cause 
for “high turnover of personnel,” which is more 
than experienced by other area fire departments. 
There will be a special executive session meeting 
of the board on Oct. 6 to address the issues raised 
in this letter.

Youtsey submitted a written comment to OCN 
on Sept. 30: “Until the Board of Directors and I 
investigate and deal with the problems creating this 
no-confidence letter and formally respond, I ask 

that our constituents and customers rest assured 
that our mission continues to be providing the high-
est level of protection possible from the hazards of 
fire and other life and property threatening emer-
gencies, through a progressive and professional 
system of personnel development, consistent with 
established standards and practices.”

Regarding the letter of complaint against for-
mer Fire Marshal Raymond Blake about fire code 
inspections, Board Secretary Bob Harvey stated 
that his Inspection Process Investigation Report 
was not ready. His investigation to date shows that, 
compared to other regional fire districts, Blake had 
been quite lenient in application of the fire code and 
was also lenient in setting time limits to remedy re-
ported discrepancies. The negatives he said he had 
found related to Blake’s delivery of findings and his 
personality. Harvey remarked that the uniform fire 
code contains good written guidance for fire mar-
shals on interpersonal dynamics while applying the 
code during an inspection. Harvey concluded that 
Blake’s problem had been his method of delivering 
this information and that he had given opinions that 
were totally outside the realm of the fire code. Har-
vey said that suggestions by business owners that 
the fire marshal should not inform other county 
agencies about problems found would be a derelic-
tion of duty. 

Harvey’s complete recommendations will be 
published when he finishes interviewing all signers 
of the letter of complaint. He said he has already 
met with the principal signers, John Dominowski, 
Steve Marks, and Jeremy Diggins, who were in at-
tendance at this meeting. He said his report will 
recommend that inspections emphasize load oc-
cupancy, egress, structure, and life safety. He will 
also recommend that W/MFPD outsource engi-
neering and construction plan approvals due to lack 
of expertise in those disciplines. Another expected 

recommendation will be to involve members of all 
three shifts in inspections, to spread the additional 
experience across the department. Harvey will also 
suggest a list of inspection areas that every member 
of the department should be able to assess, and he 
will suggest appropriate correction time limits so 
there is uniformity and consistency of inspections. 
Browning asked Harvey if this was the approach 
used by the Colorado Springs Fire Department, and 
Harvey said yes. 

Harvey added that he had worked out an agree-
ment with Jim Wyss of Integrity Bank that there 
would be no storage in the crawl space of the 
bank’s new modular building, to be built southwest 
of the intersection of Highway 105 and Knollwood. 
Hence, there was no longer a need for the addi-
tional expensive sprinklers in that area that had 
been previously required by W/MFPD during the 
preliminary plan review. Wyss had expressed his 
dismay over this additional unanticipated expense 
to the board at its Aug. 18 meeting. Harvey said the 
compromise allowed the bank building to be rated 
“B-2, under 2000 square feet,” and that this matter 
was now resolved.

Browning asked W/MFPD Captain Tom East-
burn if he was ready to take over the position of 
fire marshal. Eastburn said that he had the experi-
ence to do the job, which included 10 years as fire 
marshal for Palmer Lake and four years for Black 
Forest. He said he has all the certifications required 
and has worked many big projects during his ca-
reer. Additionally, he implemented the 1994 and 
1997 amendments of the fire code for the entire 
North End Group and will continue to coordinate 
with all districts. 

During public comments, Dominowski, Marks, 
and Diggins spoke. Dominowski thanked Harvey 
and the board for their efforts and said that fire 

Woodmoor-Monument FPD Board meeting Sept. 22

(Continued on page 15)
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inspections were never an issue to him, that he 
welcomed fair inspections. He expressed dismay 
that Blake had made a judgment outside his area of 
expertise that his building had a significant struc-
tural deficiency after remodeling and that Blake’s 
structure and egress inspection results had been re-
ported to other agencies such as Regional Building, 
opening Dominowski to needless intrusive subse-
quent inspections. Dominowski went on to say that 
Harvey had done an incredible job in performing a 
tough task and that he had total faith in Eastburn.

Marks complained about not being given 
prompt access to the board’s meeting room, which 
he wanted to photograph. At the previous public 
board meeting, Marks had asserted that these meet-
ings violated maximum occupancy standards and 
that no maximum occupancy signs were posted—
even though Blake wrote up many businesses for 
the same violation. There was no occupancy sign 
posted at this meeting either. Harvey said Marks 
should have made an appointment with W/MFPD.

Diggins replied that Blake had never scheduled 
appointments, so why was the board enforcing a 
requirement it had never honored. Diggins added 
that Eastburn was now making and keeping in-
spection appointments. Harvey noted that one type 
of inspection–for occupancy loading at points of 
assembly–needs to be conducted at known peak 
loads with no notice required. Harvey said that 
the district will schedule inspections with building 
owners and occupants in the future, as both need 
to know what the findings are. Browning reiterated 
his apologies regarding lack of appointments for 
past inspections, saying that business and building 
owners should be notified.

Next, Director Tom Conroy updated the board 
on the Joint Working Group. The written agree-
ment for inclusion of the Palmer Lake Volunteer 

Fire Department (PLVFD) has been finished, but 
the review and coordination has been slowed by the 
resignation of Palmer Lake Trustee Scott Russell. 
Russell resigned Sept. 10 and is moving from Palm-
er Lake to take a new position near Denver with 
the Republican Party. Trustee Susan Miner will 
take over coordination of the inclusion process on 
an interim basis. Although no petition is required, 
Conroy said that the Palmer Lake Board of Trustees 
would like to get about 200 signatures, to be sure 
the inclusion has sufficient resident support before 
arranging for a special election. The deadline for 
adding ballot issues to the regular Nov. 4 election 
has passed. A successful election is required to cre-
ate a mill levy on Palmer Lake residents equal to 
that of W/MFPD at the time of the inclusion. Con-
roy added that the Donald Wescott Fire Protection 
District (DWFPD) remains interested in pursuing a 
merger, but Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District has 
no interest in merger. 

Browning said the inclusion of PLVFD would 
mean no loss of firefighter positions for either de-
partment. He added, “At this time we expect more 
firefighters would be needed. Merger is the only 
way to go practically, economically, and safely.” He 
noted that a rough road lies ahead and that DWFPD 
will need some time to work on increasing their 
mill levy to match W/MFPD. Conroy agrees that a 
merger is best, saying better planning, training, and 
deployment of resources are in everyone’s interest, 
as is eliminating the currently chopped-up district 
boundaries to improve response times.

The board then discussed a salary survey and 
projections for pay increases in next year’s budget 
in the face of continuing turnover. The consensus 
was that W/MFPD should be competitive with 
like-size departments in the region, but could never 
compete with large city departments like Colorado 

Springs or Denver. Director Si Sibell asked, “Why 
are we losing people?” Director Russ Broshous said 
that the low end of the pay scale needs to be raised. 
Youtsey said that this board was new since the last 
salary survey. Harvey noted that the Colorado 
Springs Fire Department is looking at a one-year or 
two-year pay freeze, while W/MFPD is looking at 
a significant pay raise. Sibell asked if the concerns 
in the “no confidence” letter have an impact and 
noted that exit interviews only reveal a preference 
for more money, a career ladder, and more oppor-
tunity. Broshous said the board needs to look at the 
total compensation package and new hire costs. 
Youtsey observed that the department pays full cost 
of health benefits—no longer a common benefit in 
the region—worth $800 a month for family cover-
age. Harvey said that only people who like smaller 
departments can be retained. Browning concluded 
by saying that the department cannot compete with 
Denver or Colorado Springs as the economy begins 
to cycle up. 

In reviewing response time figures for the past 
month, the board agreed that the dispatch log times 
provided by the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office 
were not sufficiently accurate and that another in-
ternal method must be used for accurate analysis 
of actual reflex time performance. Harvey said the 
city has similar problems with times provided by 
their police department. All agreed that some sort 
of consistent accurate stopwatch system needs to 
be implemented to at least compare to the sheriff’s 
data. Harvey said the board should notify Sheriff 
Maketa of the board’s concerns now and also of any 
plan for recording reflex times internally that are 
developed in the future.

Youtsey noted that board members had re-
ceived his budget proposal for 2004 in their meet-
ing package. The budget proposal will be discussed 
at the next board meeting. 

The next regularly scheduled meeting is Oct. 
17, 8 a.m.The District 38 School Board Election

November 4th is Important to YOU!
In return for your tax dollars, the quality of our schools maintains and 
bolsters the value of your property. Public education is the foundation 
on which we build our place in the world society.
Your Tax Dollars
• This year’s recently adopted total Annual Budget for District #38 is $58,748,111.
• We spend $77,974/student for a K-12 education, based on the current budget.

Quality of District #38 Schools
• Every Lewis-Palmer school is rated Excellent or High by the state. 
• District 38 has a 97.25% graduation rate, compared to 82% for the state.

Managing the growth while maintaining the high level of success and 
outstanding reputation of Lewis-Palmer schools has been achieved by 
high quality team-based decisions by the School Board, dedicated 
support from the District’s patrons, and excellent performance from the 
superintendent, principals and teachers.

We must continue this hard work, dedication, and success. 
My background and qualifications will enable me to make important 
contributions to the critical next four years of District 38.
• BS, Agricultural Economics, Southwest, Missouri State University
• MS, Agricultural Economics, University of Missouri
• Manager, Federal Land Bank
• Manager, Chevron

I am now retired from my career, and have 
the time, energy, and interest to devote to 
being a productive and effective School 
Board Member.
I would appreciate your vote November 4th.
Thank you, 

Stephen C. Plank
Candidate, School Board 
Lewis-Palmer School District 38

An Escape Day  Spa 
719-487-1950

West End Center, 755 Highway 105

Cellectronic Visage 
now at An Escape Day Spa

An exciting skin care treatment that 
provides dramatic results. 10 sessions 
help detoxify, restore, naturally lift, and 
maintain the beauty of the skin. Effective 
help in the following cases:
• Wrinkles & fine lines
• Loss of facial tone
• Enlarged pores
• Uneven or rough

skin texture
• Dark circles

• Blotches
• Broken capillaries
• Pimples
• Pigment marks
• Rosacea
• Scaring

FREE consultation with Cindy
Special Introductory Offer: Buy 4 sessions 
and get 1 session FREE! $100 per session 
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By Tommie Plank
At the Sept. 18 meeting, the District 38 Board of 
Education voted to adopt and appropriate the final 
budget and resolution for the 2003-2004 school 
district budget. Joe Subialka, executive director for 
Financial Services, explained that there were minor 
changes since the June board budget action, includ-
ing actual expenditures for the last fiscal year (rath-
er than the projections used in June) and enrollment 
figures for this year. Enrollment at this time shows 
an increase of 3.9 percent; official enrollment fig-
ures for funding purposes will be determined by 
the October count. The total appropriation of all 
funds is $54,033,694, with a year-end fund balance 
of $7,102,173. At Subialka’s recommendation, the 
budget includes a 2.3 percent reserve account for 
salaries, in the event the Colorado Department of 
Education issues a rescission of part of the state 
equalization budget given to schools last year. 

Chuck Holt, principal of Monument Charter 
Academy, presented preliminary plans for adding 
a high school to the current kindergarten through 
eighth grade charter. A four-year liberal arts high 
school is planned, focusing on three tiers of stu-
dents:
1. Students with no desire to go on to college
2. College prep classes, with six to eight Advanced 

Placement courses
3. An International Baccalaureate Program
The high school will have a 500-student capacity, 
which would make it a medium-sized 3A school, as 
classified by the Colorado High School Activities 
Association. 

The board and administrators discussed the 
Professional Learning Communities concept, 
which is being implemented districtwide. This 
method of involving adults at all levels to improve 
student achievement is being met with excitement 
by principals and teachers. A district mission state-
ment will be developed this fall to act as an um-
brella for all the schools.

Slight revisions to two policies were approved. 
The Colorado Association of School Boards rec-
ommended the adoption and changes. Policy DAB, 
“Financial Administration,” was held over for a 
second reading from last month. This policy, in 
response to the financial difficulties experienced 
by two Colorado school districts last year, will 
not substantially change the financial operations 
of District 38. Policy BEDH, “Public Participation 
at Board Meetings,” was fine-tuned on the advice 
of legal counsel. The policy discourages personal 

complaints in a public session against school dis-
trict employees or a specific student; it is generally 
preferred that such discussions be held in executive 
session. 

Mary Ann Wiggs distributed a comprehensive 
report of District 38 student achievement and high-
lighted “Points of Pride” and “Points of Caution.” 
She emphasized that no single assessment measure 
should be viewed in isolation; that other informa-
tion, such as class grades and teacher evaluations, 
should also be used to determine how well students 
are performing.

Pete Heinz, president of the District Account-
ability and Advisory Committee, reported that 23 
people attended the first meeting of the year. They 
discussed the board’s charge and heard reports from 
Dan Lere, executive director of Employee Services, 
on hiring, enrollment, and construction. On Oct. 
9, the committee will host Meet the Candidates 
Night, a forum for the public to meet 
and hear the school board candidates 
(Steve Corder, Lou Ann Dekleva, 
Guy Harris, D.J. McCormack, Steve 
Plank, and Jes Raintree). It will be 
held at Creekside Middle School 
starting at 7 p.m.

Several items were approved in 
consent agenda, including an inter-
school district agreement between 
the transportation departments of 
Districts 38, 20 (Academy), 49 (Fal-
con), and 11 (Colorado Springs). The 
agreement recognizes that in times 
of emergency, cooperation between 
the transportation departments of 
various districts would be in the best 
interests of each district. Such in-
stances would include disasters, such 
as a rapidly spreading forest fire, 
where school evacuations might be-
come necessary. The agreement es-
tablishes guidelines and procedures 
for the implementation of a simple 
notification and bus dispatch system 
that assures the quickest and most ef-
ficient evacuation of students.

On the recommendation of Ted 
Belteau, executive director 
of Student and Community 
Services, commendations 
were presented to communi-
ty agencies that participated 

in the successful Referred Student Adventure ex-
periential program. Amy O’Dair, coordinator of the 
program, and Jeff Ferguson presented awards to the 
Monument Police Department, Woodmoor Public 
Safety, Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department, 
Tri-Lakes Fire Department, Woodmoor-Monu-
ment Fire Protection District, and Frontier Village 
Foundation. Teacher Rebecca Carson, program fa-
cilitator, also received a commendation, as did Nan 
Graber, art teacher, and Don and Jan Rheinheimer, 
who were instrumental in obtaining funding for the 
program that served 56 students.

The board’s next regular meeting will be Oct. 
16 at 7 p.m. at Grace Best Elementary School.

Lewis-Palmer School Board meeting Sept. 18
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10%
OFF
with this ad

Expires 10/31/03

Colorado LighthouseWest End Center
755 Hwy 105
Palmer Lake, COWest End Center, 755 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake, CO

40% 
OFF
retail 
prices 
with 

this ad!
Limited to in-stock items

719.481.0981

Office Space for Lease

We have very nice, 
quiet, professional-
looking office space 
available for lease.

Furnished Office Space Available In 
Monument

Professional Receptionist Included
Wireless Networking and High Speed Internet included in the lease

1840 Woodmoor Dr.
Suite 100

Monument, CO 
80132

Check Out Our 
Website!

www.lakelandleadership.
com

Some of the office spaces 
available have very nice 
views of the mountains.

FAX: 719-488-1391 E-MAIL: jpitzen@lakelandleadership.com

Lakeland
Leadership League

Contact
Jerry Pitzen

488-4366

Local History Connection offers ten unique videos plus 
Group Walking Tours of Victorian era Palmer Lake and 

Monument’s Pioneer Settlement. For Tour Dates/Brochures,
Call Jim Sawatzki at 481-3963.
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By Chris Pollard
County Commissioner Wayne Williams 

County Commissioner Wayne Williams was in-
vited to attend the meeting to address a list of is-
sues given him by Director of Public Safety, Paul 
Lambert. These issues mainly covered traffic and 
public safety and some concerns about the Walters’ 
project.

Williams was introduced by Lambert and WIA 
President, Sue Cooley.

Property Taxes: Williams said this had come 
up in conversation when people complained about 
the lack of snowplowing. He said that if the average 
house was paying about $1,700 in property taxes, 
only around 10% of that actually goes to the county 
government. He said the majority goes to the school 
district, Woodmoor-Monument Fire Protection 
District, and the Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
department. In an effort to explain how frugal the 
county is, he pointed out that Douglas County has 
a mill levy generating approximately three times as 
much revenue. 

Williams noted that in the upcoming Nov. 4 
election, the county has two issues on the ballot. 
One of those, Referendum 1A will add 1 mill ($25 
on an average house tax bill) that will go to the de-
velopmentally disabled. This is aimed at addressing 
disabilities early for children and also for helping 
adults get jobs. Currently, El Paso County has the 
longest waiting list in the state for the developmen-
tally disabled.

Referendum 1B deals with the anomaly that the 
County cannot accept state funds because of the 
TABOR limit – if it gets a grant then it must reduce 
other county funds to compensate. Referendum 1B 
will exempt state grants from the TABOR limit.

Law Enforcement: Sheriff Maketa worked 
out an agreement so prisoners can be deposited at 
the Falcon police station at the north end of Colo-
rado Springs and deputies do not have to drive to 
the south of the Springs to deliver arrestees. This 
represents a considerable time saving. Additionally, 
five staff members have been moved from desk jobs 
to outside work. Response time for category one 
crimes has been reduced by half. Because of the 
change in staffing, traffic tickets have increased by 
33% and warnings by 50%. 

Williams noted that the county gets around 
$500,000 in tax revenue from homes and business-
es in the Woodmoor Sanitation district. Approx 
one-third of the budget goes to law enforcement 
– about $160,000. Williams said he thinks the area 
is getting reasonable support for that amount.

Transportation: Williams reported that 
BRRTA has reached an agreement with the school 
district over payments (see front page article) and 
at some point BRRTA is due to improve Baptist 
Road.

Snow Removal: Williams said the county re-
viewed the priority road system for plowing and 
made a few changes regarding Woodmoor street 
priorities. He noted that if a mailbox is knocked 
down or broken by a snowplow the county will help 
replace it.

Transportation improvements: Williams was 

optimistic that traffic flow around Highway 105 
will improve once all the construction is finished. 
He noted that the string of stoplights will be proper-
ly timed at some point in the future. He commented 
that the I-25 and Woodmen bridges are scheduled 
to be fully open by January 2004. The new con-
tractor, Lawrence Construction that is building the 
Monument Bridge, has brought the project back 
onto the original schedule.

Williams noted that Powers Boulevard will be 
extended to Highway 83 and this may have some 
effect on travelers heading to the east side of the 
Springs.

Members of the WIA board raised issues re-
garding traffic and safety in the local area and in 
particular about traffic through Woodmoor to reach 
other destinations. Williams’ said his understand-
ing is that Jackson Creek Parkway will have to be 
constructed for the Marketplace development and 
that a condition of Wal-Mart coming in is that they 
would help construct the extension of Struthers and 
improve the width of Baptist Road to Leatherc-
haps. 

Cooley said these improvements were all to the 
South of Woodmoor and did little to address the 
issue of people driving through Woodmoor to get 
to that area.

Paul Riesling, a resident, asked about speed 
bumps and whether these could be used for traffic 
calming. Williams replied that this had to be coor-
dinated with the county department of transporta-
tion, though it remains an issue as to whether such 
roads can then be plowed properly. Williams noted 
that the county has added a third truck-sized snow 
blower for future large storms.

For County funded projects: Williams said 
the two highest ranked projects in the Tri-Lakes 
area were to fund the bridge to extend Struthers 
Road and to establish a Baptist/Hodgen Road con-
nection. He said he thought long-term east/west 
mobility had to be addressed.

Development: Williams said that because 
the Walter’s project had to come up for review he 
would not be able to make any direct comments 
about that. He did note that on Monday a sketch 
plan was turned in to county planning for the proj-
ect. He made the point that if the developer had 
chosen to build apartments, which could have been 
built at three times the density of the town homes, it 
would not have needed to go to the board of county 
commissioners for approval because the land was 
already zoned that way. Because of the individual 
ownership of the proposed town homes, the project 
will now have to be reviewed at public hearings 
and in turn the developer will have to pay school, 
drainage, and park fees, which otherwise would not 
have been the case. He added that the county must 
approve any traffic plans before the project can 
proceed.

A number of WIA residents and members of 
the board reiterated their desire to reduce the num-
ber of units in the Walters’ development. Williams 
noted that property owners have the right to build. 
He said that just because they were last to build 
they cannot be held back because other areas built 

up first and cre-
ated other traffic 
flows. He suggested 
that people who 
wished to make 
comments on the 
project should ad-
dress their e-mails 
to KenRowberg@ 
elpasoco.com 

The Walters’ 
property

The meeting then 

turned to WIA’s response to the plans that have 
been submitted to the county and could possibly be 
the subject of a hearing in December. 

Cooley said she wanted to finalize the list of is-
sues that still needed to be addressed before talking 
to the developers and then submitting an official 
WIA position to the county planning department.

Cooley asked for comments from the floor. Paul 
Riesling, a resident living near the proposed devel-
opment had canvassed his local neighborhood and 
more than 30 people signed a petition he submitted 
in favor of the board supporting the conservation 
easement. He said he thought the vast majority of 
residents supported the conservation easement to 
retain the existing green space and that most people 
would see this as a gift to the community. He had a 
significant concern that the board would not get the 
easement and people would then be very concerned 
if houses were subsequently built on the area.

John Ottino said he did not want to be held hos-
tage by the conservation agreement in regards to 
meeting the WIA requirement. Cooley commented 
that the Walters’ property owners say that if agree-
ment is not reached by the end of the year then the 
conservation easement might not go through and 
potentially all the land would be built on.

The submitted traffic study shows that devel-
oper will have to put in turn and acceleration lanes 
and shows that traffic limits meet acceptable stan-
dards for the county for 20 years.

A few people spoke against the development, 
mostly through concerns over the extra traffic and 
the sheer number of houses.

Mike Smith, WIA’s director of the Architec-
tural Control Committee, then reviewed the main 
concerns the committee had in rejecting the ap-
plication. He said the major problems occurred in 
four areas:
1) Retaining walls – The latest set of plans show 

retaining walls with four of them that are from 
four to nine feet high and one other wall that is 
18 feet tall and over 100 feet long. Smith said he 
thought the smaller walls could be built as two 
staggered lower walls but the large wall would 
be an issue.

2) Parking – ACC requirements are that there 
must be three parking places to include the 
garage. He said that based on this formula, 
the proposal is 91 spaces short. He added that 
separate parking areas are not acceptable to the 
ACC because they would not directly serve the 
units.

3) Building Separation – Many of the units are 
closer than the average height of the building. 
Buildings are 30 feet tall but are not that far 
apart and could be as close as 20 feet. 

4) Cuts and Fills – The first set of plans showed 
where four feet of cut and fill was exceeded A 
review of the new plans showed they were still 
exceeding the limit. It was conceded that the 
areas where they exceeded the rules had been 
reduced in area.

Smith added that the recreation areas are still 
deemed inadequate. 

There were also comments from the board that 
the well site had been moved off the planned area 
and what was to become conserved area had been 
shown as a temporary construction service area.

House and Yard Maintenance
Cooley reported that she recently toured Wood-
moor and noted there were a number of properties 
with obvious deficiencies in house and yard mainte-
nance. Having been informed of these deficiencies, 
a number of people had an adverse reaction. Paul 
Lambert pointed out that the grass cutting rules 
were the same as those for the county.

Woodmoor Improvement Association meeting Oct. 1

Coupon Expires 10/31/03
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Where is future growth likely to occur? What trans-
portation corridors are needed to serve that growth? 
What roads are priorities for development as major 
corridors?

El Paso County transportation planners are in-
viting people living and working in El Paso County 
to discuss these and other questions about the coun-
ty’s transportation system at three public workshops 
in October. Dates and locations are: 
• Oct. 14, Mesa Ridge High School Cafeteria, 

6070 Mesa Ridge Parkway, Widefield
• Oct. 21, Falcon Middle School Cafetorium, 

11955 Highway 24, Falcon
• Oct. 23, Lewis-Palmer Middle School 

Cafetorium, 1776 Woodmoor Drive, 
Monument. 

The workshops start at 6 p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m. 
During the first part of the workshops, people will 
have the opportunity to study project information 
and speak with county staff and consultants to learn 
about today’s transportation network and where 
growth is likely to occur. In the second half, partici-
pants will work in small groups to identify priorities 
for how we travel in the future. 

These workshops are the first in a series of activ-
ities to involve people in updating El Paso County’s 
Major Transportation Corridors Plan. The plan, ad-
opted in 1987,  describes priorities for the county’s 
transportation network. El Paso County Department 
of Transportation Project Manager Jude Willcher 
says, “We need to hear what people think about 
traveling in the county today and what their priori-
ties would be for transportation investments for the 
future. Our goal is to make this plan fit how residents 
and business people want to see the county grow.” 

**********
For more information, contact Willcher, El Paso 

County Department of Transportation Project Man-
ager, (719) 659-3941. Up-to-date information on the 
Major Transportation Corridors Plan is also available 
on the project Web site, www.elpasoMTCP.com.

Oct. workshops on 
county road plan

FRONT RANGE
ARBORISTS, INC.

     Tom Flynn, owner

Commercial Call For A Free Estimate Licensed
Residential 635-7459 Insured

www.frarborists.com

TREE AND SHRUB CARE
-Beetle Prevention
-Fire Mitigation
-Trimming/Removal
-Root Fertilization
-Plant Health Care Program

TURF CARE
-Fertilizer
-Weed Control
-Aeration
-Lawn Renovation
-Sprinkler System Repair

1840 Deer Creek Road – Woodmoor Tech Park
Six Office Suites Available

• 162 to 2640 square foot office suites
• $12 to $14 per square foot annually
• Rate includes maintenance, security & utilities
• Office suites wired for telephone & network (DSL)
• Common kitchen for tenant use
• Offices newly remodeled, carpet & paint
• Easy access via Palmer Divide & Monument Hill Roads

Call David Dix at 481-4116

Support 
Our 

Commu-
nity

Advertise 
in OCN

We offer very 
inexpensive ads. 
Our rates are a 
fraction of what 

you would pay in 
local 

commercial 
newspapers. 

For more 
information, 

call John Heiser, 
Advertising Editor

488-9031
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Letters to Our Community
Letter Guidelines

Our Community News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor on topics of general interest. The OCN editorial 
board has established a policy that we do not know-
ingly print letters that have appeared in substan-
tially the same form elsewhere.

Please include full name, home address, and 
day and evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 
words is recommended. Letters may be edited for 
length, grammar, and accuracy. Send your letter 
to our_community_news@hotmail.com or mail to 
Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, Monument, 
Colorado 80132-1742. 

In response to problems receiving e-mail, if 
you send your letter by e-mail, we will send an 
e-mail acknowldegement. If you do not receive an 
acknowledgement, please call 481-4164 to confirm 
that we have received your letter.

Monument Express’ions

Hear, Hear to Tim Watkins’ Letter to the Editor 
“Travelin’ Time”! I, too, believe that we need to 
use alternative transportation in order to alleviate 
the traffic on our roadways and to help keep our 
cities and state clean and beautiful. That is why I 
ride the Monument Express Bus. This bus service 
runs round-trip routes Monday through Friday 
from Monument to Colorado Springs, Garden of 
the Gods, and Tiffany Square. It was established 
under a Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
grant sponsored by the Pikes Peak Area Council of 
Governments.

I find it surprising that only a handful of people 
are using this service when, according to the 
Springs Transit, they received responses, all posi-
tive, from 10 percent of the residents when our area 
was polled before the bus service started. This is the 
highest response they have ever received to a poll, 
and yet no one is using the service. Is it because no 
one knows about it? There are posters at the Park 
and Ride and around town, and brochures will soon 
be distributed in the grocery bags at Safeway and 
King Soopers. If the ridership does not increase, we 
may lose this service. 

The lack of riders tells me that maybe our city 
is not ready for alternative transportation. Although 
many in our city complain about the traffic and pol-
lution and profess to a healthy lifestyle, maybe no 
one actually wants to consider alternative transpor-
tation because they are afraid or have some kind 
of misconception about public transportation. I 
believe if no one uses our bus services, then light 
rail will most likely not be considered. 

Therefore, I challenge the people of our city 
to try the Monument Express Bus. Once you 
ride and experience the stress-free drive into and 
home from work—and once you read, work, or 
even nap in the comfortable reclining seats while 
someone else does the driving for you—I think 
you will change your mind about public trans-
portation and being so dependent on your cars. 
I challenge you to try the bus service, and if you
don’t like it for any reason, contact Springs Transit. 
They want your feedback and are willing to con-
sider route times and schedules in order to make 
this service work. 

Help keep our area beautiful and help push for 
better alternative transportation such as bus servic-
es and light rail. Ride the Monument Express Bus!
Julie Troudt

I am writing in re-
sponse to Tim Wat-
kins’ letter “Trav-
elin’ Time.” I agree 
completely with Mr. 
Watkins’ evaluation 
of Americans and our 
automobiles, the il-
logically planned high-
ways, and especially 
the heavily traveled 
roads.

Like Mr. Watkins, 
I, too see the tension 
and sometimes deadly 
results on our over-
crowded daily com-
mute to the Springs. 
This morning, as I rode 
into town, I looked at 

every car that passed. Each vehicle had only one 
person in it, and most were on a cell phone. Some 
drivers had a death grip on the steering wheel. 
Other drivers were eating breakfast. One man was 
reading the paper spread across his steering wheel 
as he drove down the interstate at 70-plus miles per 
hour!

There is one alternative to this daily madness 
that is in place right now. I have chosen to make 
this alternative part of my lifestyle. I am a regular, 
devoted rider on the Monument Express.

The Monument Express offers several runs 
a day into Colorado Springs and back. It is a big 
coach with individual reclining seats, not your 
usual city bus. The Express runs on compressed 
natural gas, not regular gas. The cost of a monthly 
pass is $75, a weekly pass is $20, or daily fare is 
$2.25 one way. That is cheaper than the cost of fuel 
for a month for my SUV.

Cost, comfort, and less smog are logical rea-
sons for riding the coach. The most valuable benefit 
of all is...no stress. Some passengers read the paper, 
do work, talk on their cell phones, visit with each 
other, or have a quick nap. I used to believe that the 
daily commute didn’t affect me. Since I have been 
riding the Express, I have found (and my family 
will agree) I have so much more energy when I get 
home in the evening and I am in such a good mood. 
Any way you look at it, the Express is a relaxing, 
comfortable ride into town, with economic, eco-
logical, and mental health benefits for all.

The Monument Express is the alternative that 
is available now. However, this service (currently 
operating on a federal/state/local [Congestion Miti-
gation and Air Quality] grant) is in danger of being 
suspended. Why? Because only a few of us ride it! 
The average number of people on the 7 a.m. coach 
into town is only five!

I am asking the people of the Tri-Lakes area to 
give the Express a try.Give up your car and ride the 
coach once or twice a week. If the current Express 
schedule or pick-up area doesn’t work, call Springs 
Transit and let them know your needs. I have found 
them to be very courteous and accommodating.

I’m inviting you, the people of the Tri-Lakes 
area, to be part of the solution offered to help al-
leviate the polluted, overcrowded, and dangerous 
highway in our part of the county.
Theresa Chambers 

It’s 7:30 a.m., and I’m on the Monument Express 
bus, watching the Academy-Woodmen traffic jam. 
Instead of becoming frustrated in my car for the 
next half hour, I can read the paper, call some cli-
ents, or just simply sleep a few extra minutes. The 
seats lean back, and the Monument Express feels 
more like a professional charter than a bus. As if 
things couldn’t get any better, I know I’m not put-
ting miles on my car, wearing out my brakes, and 
using up gas. I’m riding a bus that doesn’t pollute 
and provides citizens with an alternate form of 
transportation. 

There are so many good reasons to ride the 
Monument Express. I encourage others to make a 
difference and to give it a try!
Matt Spidell

Why not use what we have?

I recently read that Front Range communities are 
upset by the congestion on the commute to and 
from the ski areas. I also read the possible ways 
around that and the budgetary constraints. Of 
course, the cheapest is widening the highways. 
Studies consistently show that this is the least effec-
tive because the added lanes fill up before they are 
completed. There are lots of expensive ideas. The 
main thing, in my thinking, is don’t waste money: 

Beautiful Angie Olami 
designs using 2000 

year-old glass

719-481-0250 125 Second St.

Historic Downtown Monument

Your Professional With A Personal Touch!
Teresa Barnes, GRI, ABR

• Land
• New Homes
• Resales
• Buyers
• Sellers
• Rental Assistance

590-6142 • 339-0889
1-800-221-6961

Teresa.Barnes@ppar.com

481 HIGHWAY 105
SUITE 200
MONUMENT (Continued on page 21)
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Be proactive in modifications. Make it something 
that lasts a long time and carries lots of people. 
There are already railways in place. Could there 
not be passengers as well as freight to fill up the 
rails and alleviate pressures on our overly crowded 
highways? Just an idea! 
 Tim Watkins

Fire inspection questions

I have been watching the stories of a number of 
business owners in the Monument-Woodmoor area 
who are disgruntled with the fire safety inspection 
practices of Fire Chief David Youtsey. Their com-
plaints have raised several questions that I would 
like to submit to these business people and your 
readers.
1) Have these businesses asked their patrons how 

they feel about doing business in a place that 
does not meet minimum fire safety codes?

2) Have these businesses posted warnings to their 
patrons and employees that the business is not 
up to fire safety code, and may represent an 
unsafe place to shop, or to work?

3) Have these business owners published their 
names and addresses so that all present and 
future patrons may know where they are safe or 
unsafe when they shop for goods and services?

4) Have these businesses informed their insurance 
agents that they do not wish to conform to the 
minimum fire safety standards according to 
the Uniform Fire Safety Code? (I wonder what 
kind of increase in premiums these businesses 
are looking at when their insurance carriers find 
out that they are not willing to meet minimum 
fire safety codes.)

5) Have these business owners considered the 
consequences, financially and legally, if a 
patron, employee, or firefighter were to die in 
their place of business due to their negligence 
by willfully disobeying fire safety codes?

6) Would their insurance carrier cover the claims 
for wrongful death due to the intentional 
malfeasance of the business owner that refused 
to conform to minimum fire safety codes? 

7) Why is it that these few business owners are 
complaining about the cost of keeping their 
employees and their customers safe? Isn’t that 
part of the cost of doing business? Doesn’t 
upgrading their businesses add to the overall 
value of their business?

I believe that there are only two reasons that any 
business owner would not readily comply with fire 
safety codes: 1) the business owner did not analyze 
all of the costs of doing business and is grasping at 
anything that will reduce costs to stay financially 
viable; or 2) the business owner is only concerned 
with keeping as much of the net revenue as pos-
sible—and if employee and customer safety has to 
be circumvented to pad his or her pocket, so be it. 

Recently, Suzanne D’Innocenzo painted a nice 
picture of a healthy community, titled “A Story 
about Buying Local and Supporting Your Business 
Community,” in the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Com-
merce Newsletter. What happens if one of those 
businesses in her story burns to the ground and an 
employee, some customers, and a few firefighters 
die in the process—or some adjacent businesses are 
lost in the blaze? All because the business owner 
wanted to reduce overhead or line his or her pock-
ets. Not such a pretty picture anymore, is it? 
Steven Steele

The Paintball Situation

 First, I would like to make clear that I am not against 
paintball in general. It is one of the country’s fastest 
growing “extreme sports,” a burgeoning industry 
surpassing snowboarding in popularity with nearly 
1,000 facilities nationwide and 67,000 paintball 
guns sold per month. Despite their growing popu-

larity and rapid growth, paintball facilities are a 
new type of business enterprise whose long-term 
affects on communities have yet to be determined. 
It is up to the citizens and elected officials of Palmer 
Lake to determine how these business enterprises 
can interface within our unique community, mini-
mizing the impact on our existing aesthetic, public 
safety and financial landscapes.

I can only assume 
that the council was as 
unaware as I was of the 
affect the facility at the 
corner of Frontier Lane 
and Highway 105 would 
have on the surrounding 
neighborhood. I had heard 
that a facility was going in 
but that it would be housed 
in a metal building. I was 
surprised and later shocked 
as I experienced firsthand 
the negative impact of 
an open-air facility on a 
neighborhood. I saw stucco 
homes being permanently 
stained, stray paintballs and 
casings littering the street, 
the irritating noise of re-
peat-fire weaponry, and the 
unsightly, unkempt grounds 
of a space clearly too small 
to adequately house such 
a facility. A young man 
from outside our neighbor-
hood, dressed in makeshift 
war garb, came to my door 
looking for work to gain ad-
mission fees.

 In retrospect, it is easy 
enough to see the inappro-
priateness of a business that 
caters to fatigue-clad, gun-
carrying customers less 
than 100 feet from a family 
neighborhood with over 20 
child ren 
under the 
age of 
18. One 
c o u n c i l 
m e mb e r 
admitted 
after the 
Sept. 11 
meet i ng 
when the 
issue was 
discussed 
that it 
was not 
looked at 
c l o s e l y 
e n o u g h 
before the 
business 
l i c e n s e 
was is-
sued.

 I am 
confident 
that once 
the coun-
cil has a 
chance to 
reassess 
the situa-
tion, they 
will take 
whatever 
m e a n s 
possible 
to rectify 

the decision to issue this business license. Work-
ing together, citizens and council members need 
not only reevaluate the location of this particular 
facility but also take a wider view to build a high 
quality business district that will strengthen our 
image, property values, and tax revenues for years 
to come.
DeAnn Hiatt Green

• 4 BR, 3 BA, 2 Flex Rooms
• Approx. 3,720 sq. ft. 
• 0.6 ac. lot on cul-de-sac

with view of mountains, 
trees, woods and town 
lights

• Vaulted ceilings in the 
living room

• 2 furnaces with humidifiers
• 3-car garage

• Gourmet kitchen
• New oak cabinets
• 6-burner gas cooktop
• New oven, micro-

wave, and refrigerator 
• Double stainless steel 

dishwashers
• Fully finished walkout with 

wet bar and refrigerator
• New roof and patio

For Sale By Owner—450 Wolverine Way,
Woodmoor South—$375,900

Incredible location, views, and upgrades!

MLS # 377375

For a showing appointment, please contact the 
sellers at 488-2681 or 641-0165

Directions: From I-25, go east on Highway 105, south on Fairplay, 
and west on New London to Wolverine.

LETTERS (Continued from page 20)

(Continued on page 22)
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Fusion Extreme Gaming is a business that was not 
appropriately zoned nor befitting my neighbor-
hood. It is polluting this end of Palmer Lake with 
its paintballs and noise. 

Paintball is a continuously loud activity. There 
is constant firing of weapons. Team members are 
aggressively yelling and sometimes cursing. Loud 
music from cars can be heard. I live two blocks 
away, and it sounds like I live in a battle zone dur-
ing business hours. The noise from this sport has 
invaded my yard and my home against my wishes. 
We can no longer enjoy our own property. We 
rarely eat outside anymore. My dog barks at the 
commotion on the paintball field. There are times 
I’ve had to turn up the TV or stereo over the noise 
of paintball wars. 

My neighbors’ homes and businesses are being 
hit by paintballs escaping the netting. Elementary 
schoolchildren need to pass the paintball field ev-
ery day during business hours to return home from 
school. I do not feel safe letting my child walk past 
this facility, as paintballs escaping the netting pose 
a threat to his well-being. 

The paintball guns are specifically marked 
“Not a Toy.” Some can fire effectively well over 150 
feet, and all have adjustable firepower. Most safety 
precautions are user-enforced. The possibility for 
accidents is high, if exacting standards are not met. 
How will the Town of Palmer Lake enforce these 
standards? Or will it be up to the business—which 
has already shown disregard for several Palmer 
Lake ordinances, regional building codes, and its 
neighbors? 

 Did anyone on the Planning Commission or 
Town Council of Palmer Lake (TOPL) listen to the 
guns before they accepted the business? Did TOPL 
listen from different points of the surrounding 
neighborhood? Did TOPL come out to the neigh-
borhood since the Sept. 11 meeting to hear guns, 
yelling, etc.? On a weekend? During the tourna-
ment Sept. 28? Did TOPL visit any other paintball 
facilities in neighboring areas before it granted Fu-
sion Extreme Gaming its license? Did TOPL inves-
tigate county and state noise abatement laws? 

In several instances, TOPL has asked new busi-
ness license applicants to inform all neighbors in 
nearby residential areas in writing of their intent 
to open businesses such as day care centers and 
foster care. Can they explain why they felt a six-to-
eight-child day care center would impact residents 
enough to warrant this action, but a paintball facil-
ity would not? 

  I’ve heard from several residents in all 
parts of town: “I never heard about a paintball busi-
ness being considered.” Could the town perhaps 
use large hinged signs similar to those advertising 
Palmer Lake Motors to post TOPL information and 
new business requests? Something like this would 
be more visible, portable, inexpensive, and could 
hopefully be posted in all areas to help citizens stay 

informed.
 I can only hope that Palmer Lake will in-

vestigate the negative aspects of this business on 
its neighbors and reconsider its decision to allow an 
open-air paintball facility at this location. I believe 
enclosing the paintball field in a soundproof build-
ing might alleviate the most serious noise, safety, 
and litter issues, while allowing the business to 
function. I don’t feel the peace and sanctity of my 
home nor my neighbors’ should be invaded by Fu-
sion Extreme Gaming indefinitely.
Suzanne M. Coons

I am addressing the intolerable and unconscionable 
decision that was made by granting a business 
license to Fusion Extreme Gaming in our town. I 
know that you take your responsibilities as political 
leaders in our town seriously and am assured that 
you will also take the rights of all of its citizens just 
as seriously. 

One of the reasons that the above-mentioned 
business is intolerable is due to the noise. The hours 
of continued rapid repeat gunfire, explosive sounds 
as the bunkers are hit, and voices yelling are offen-
sive, unnerving, and disruptive to the peace of the 
surrounding neighborhood. It brings about an auto-
matic human response of fear or flight. It has been 
said that train noise is comparable. Residents here 
were fully aware of the train when they purchased 
their homes. The train does not go on for hours at a 
time. The sound of a train does not bring about the 
same automatic response of fear or flight, but rather 
an association with being in a small, rural town 
called Palmer Lake. It is a violation of the rights 
of any resident to have to tolerate these violent and 
continual sounds.

Another major reason this gaming facility is 
intolerable is that paintball does not fit in with the 
moral character of Palmer Lake. Fusion Extreme 
Gaming and community residents have been quot-
ed as saying that the business is one that supports 
good, clean, family fun and is a place to get kids 
off the streets. Residents have gathered informa-
tion from the game that refutes this. All the videos, 
magazines, and marketing catalogs associated with 
the industry that have been gathered are explicitly 
violent and full of sexual innuendoes. Paintball 
gaming goes against the public peace, morals, and 
safety codes and ordinances of Palmer Lake. 

Granting a business license and allowing Fusion 
Extreme Gaming to operate in the town of Palmer 
Lake is unconscionable. In the past, the effects of 
granting a request for a business license, zoning, 
or any variance have been carefully scrutinized 
and debated by the town council and residents. 
Precedence has been set that if a business, signage, 
or event would have a negative impact on the town 
and its residents, the venue was denied. In the past, 
public input has been actively sought and used to 
make such decisions; for example, the requests for 
a dog kennel, using Estemere for a wedding venue, 

and closing 
down the 
Ben Lo-
mond Gun 
Club shoot-
ing area. 

Palmer 
Lake has 
always been 
known as a 
“little piece 
of heaven,” 
yet our 
gover n ing 
body has 
decided to 
take away 
the right of 
many of its 
residents to 
enjoy the 
peace and 

serenity that the town offers. 
Patricia A. Atkins

I would like to ask Palmer Lake Town Council 
members and Mayor McDonald to address the fol-
lowing possible code violations as they pertain to 
Fusion Extreme Gaming, a paintball gaming park 
and game room and Fletcher’s Well Drilling. I im-
plore you to read carefully each code that is listed 
below for the intent of the law.  

In order to have ground space in which to erect 
the paintball park and game area, Fletcher’s Well 
Drilling moved their big trucks and equipment 
from the rear to the front of their building and into 
the street for parking. Palmer Lake Town Council 
has disallowed other businesses to park their large 
trucks in the front of their buildings; such as, tow-
ing companies. Equipment parking, employee 
parking, and patron parking are now shared. A 
parking lot that meets the following codes and 
ordinances should have been required. Lighting, 
curbs, planters, etc. should also be installed along 
with the appropriate number of spaces. There is not 
room for the equipment, vehicles, and trucks at this 
site as it is plotted now.
• 5.02.070 Use of streets
• 17.60.01 Off Street Parking
• 17.60.040 Loading Requirements
• 17.60.020 Number of Spaces
A single porta-potty is not sufficient sanitation for 
the public at this facility. Restrooms with running 
water should be provided. Buffering between com-
mercial and residential areas is also lacking. Fenc-
ing or landscaping does not exclusively do buffer-
ing, but distancing is also an option. 
• 17.38.080 Outdoor Storage and Buffering
• 17.44 A 01 Recreational Zoning Area 
   would have been better suited         

  for a paintball park
Noise is an obvious complaint our neighborhood 
has with the paintball park. It is generated from 
the gunfire which is automatic sounding with 10-
30 shots per second capabilities from these guns, 
coupled with the 10-30 target hit noises per second, 
times 10 participants in a game, which makes the 
noise very intense and explosive at times. Shouting 
offensive and defensive instructions between team 
members during play is added to the firepower of 
the sport. All in all, the noise level is a nuisance to 
neighbors and businesses. Vulgar language can be 
heard blocks away during play. Neighbors on both 
sides of Highway 105 have stated this.
• 8.04.010 Nuisance Defined
• 8.04.030 Notice to Abate
• 9.32.020  Disorderly Homes
• 9.40.020 Indecent Language
Paintballs, both exploded and still intact, litter our 
streets, lots, and ditches. Paintballs are hitting cars, 
homes, and businesses within all directions of the 
gaming facility. Containment is a real issue that 
needs attention. Netting covering the playing area 
is absent, allowing paintballs to leave the playing 
field, littering our neighborhoods.
• 8.08.020 Litter Defined
• 8.08.030 Litter in Public Places
• 8.08.03 Litter on Occupied Private 
   Property
• 8.08.060 Owner to Maintain Premises Free 
   of Litter
• 8.08.070  Litter on Vacant Lots
• 8.09.090 Sweeping Litter into Streets 
   Prohibited
It is also important to know that over time the cur-
rently used netting surrounding the playing field of 
a paintball facility, becomes weak and paintballs 
can and will go through it. This is why distance 
buffering is a common practice for paintball parks 
in order to protect surrounding people and proper-
ty. Also paintballs that are old become hard. Players 
of the game are known to freeze the paintballs so 
they hurt more when they hit opponents. A six-foot 

(Continued on page 23)

• Eye Exams
• Laser Vision Consultant
• Contact Lens & Frames

We Match Faces 
and Frames!

Before After Your eyewear is one of the first things people 
notice about you.  Outdated, ill-fitting glasses 
can ruin your overall appearance.  You’ll
have a “PREMIER Experience” as our expert
PREMIER VISION staff uses your face shape
and skin tone to help select eyewear that
works with your lifestyle and your budget!

488-9595
In Monument

Behind Taco Bell & Burger King
www.premiervision.com

Dr. William 
Hallmark, O.D.

Authorized Oakley Dealer

Jackson Creek’s own Tracy Thornton, CSU
student, avid reader and target shooter, and
Motocross enthusiast gets a new point of view!
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security fence around the play area and parking lot 
would deter loitering and playing on the game field, 
while the facility is closed. 

The Warnings on paintball boxes are as fol-
lows:
 These paintballs are intended only for use 

in the sport of paintball; Follow all the rules 
for safe paintball play. Goggles, facemasks, 
and ear protection, designed specifically for 
use in paintball games, are mandatory at all 
times for all persons who are within paintball 
gun range. Failure to follow the rules for 
safe paintball play, and the instructions and 
recommendations printed here, may result in 
bodily injury including face, eye and ear injury, 
blindness or deafness. Do not shoot paintballs 
at a speed in excess of 300 feet per second (90 
meters per second). Do not ingest. STORAGE: 
Failure to follow these storage instructions 
may adversely affect performance and quality 
and increase the possibility of injury. Keep 
paintballs stored between (59 degrees to 
89degrees F). Relative humidity should be at or 
below 50%. Do not allow paintballs to freeze.

Warnings given on paintball gun packaging:
 This is not a toy. Misuse may cause serious 

injury or death. Eye protection designed for 
paintball must be worn by the user and any 
person within range. We recommend at least 
18 years old to purchase. Read the owner’s 
manual before using this product. 14 years old 
with adult supervision or 10 years old to use on 
ASTM F 17777-97 paintball fields.

Paintball guns are a 68-caliber gun with an 800 
rounds per minute capacity and they have a 70-yard 
effective range. This means that children playing, 
people walking and driving by, along with homes 
and businesses are all well within gun range. 

You have observed the business, heard the 
noise, and are aware of the complaints and issues 
that surround the paintball park. I respectfully 
hope that you will do the right thing and insist on 
an enclosed building for the play area, or move the 
playing field to a location that is less disruptive and 
dangerous to the community.

Our neighborhood finds the lack of contain-
ment for public safety, the disruptive noise, and 
vulgar language intolerable. I expect these issues 
will be addressed soon at this level in order to avoid 
legal action. 
Gary Atkins

Protect Our Wells

Protect Our Wells (POW) was organized about a 
year ago in response to rumored efforts to reduce 
El Paso County’s 300-year water rule and indica-
tions that the City of Colorado Springs—which 
until then had not tapped the groundwater sys-
tem—would initiate a large high-volume water well 
drilling program along the north side of the city. 
Another factor was the ongoing explosive “city lot” 
development in the Peyton and Falcon areas, which 
apparently have inadequate groundwater supplies. 
Now we hear rumors that Douglas County may be 
considering a series of high-volume wells north of 
the county line. 

Our concerns are threefold: (1) that continued 
development may deplete the available water sup-
plies, leaving us high and dry; (2) that our interests 
as small domestic well owners would not be given 
sufficient weight in water supply planning; and 
(3) that our water supplies might be prematurely 
drained by nearby high volume gathering systems.

Most of the groundwater produced in northern 
El Paso County comes from the various formations 
of the Denver Basin—in descending order, the 
Dawson, Denver, Arapahoe, and Laramie-Fox Hills 
formations. The Denver Basin is a north-south elon-
gated oval basin that extends from near Greeley on 
the north to Colorado Springs on the south. It was 
filled with porous sands and shale 60 million to 70 

million years ago. For the most part, the water now 
in these sands entered them long ago. It is “fossil 
water”: It is not being actively recharged, and once 
used, it will not be replaced in our lifetimes. We 
are, in fact, mining a finite resource, and this fact is 
recognized by the state in legislation on which the 
100- and 300-year rules are based.

Upon investigation, it became apparent to POW 
that no one really knew how much water was being 
produced from the basin, where it was coming from, 
or how much producible water still remained. The 
Colorado Division of Water Resources nominally 
administers groundwater resources, but only in line 
with previously passed legislation based on some-
what fragmentary technical data. Their records are 
very incomplete; they don’t even know how many 
wells there are in the basin. The U.S. Geologic Sur-
vey and the Water Resources Division monitor the 
water levels in a number of wells in El Paso County, 
but the present sampling density is inadequate to 
show the effects of high-volume producers. The 
100- and 300-year water rules are based on state 
legislation, which recent drilling—specifically the 
Kiowa Denver Basin Core Project—indicates may 
be overly optimistic by 30 percent. 

Under these water rules, developers in unin-
corporated El Paso County are required to have a 
300-year supply of water (100 years in the rest of 
Colorado) dedicated to the proposed development 
before they can proceed. However, the Denver Ba-
sin Rules governing these evaluations, which the 
state is required by law to review every five years, 
have not been revised since January 1987 due to a 
lack of funding. The state engineer has put a caveat 
on water resources documents that states: “Water 
supply based on wells in the Denver Basin may be 
less that 100 years due to anticipated water level 
declines.” The Denver Basin can be looked at as a 
big saucer of water. When the saucer is full, there is 
plenty of water everywhere. If we deplete half the 
water, there is still plenty of water in the center, but 
the area along the flanks will be bone dry. Many of 
us live on those flanks.

The county apparently wants noth-
ing to do with the problem. The El Paso 
County Water Authority, although con-
cerned, is a private group dominated by 
large water suppliers and cannot be ex-
pected to have the best interests of the 
adjacent small well owners in mind. We 
are, however, working with them on the 
monitoring project.

About a year ago, the City Utilities 
Department, activated by the drought, 
announced a major program in which 
they planned to drill up to 46 high-
volume water wells in four gathering 
systems along the north side of the city. 
Production will be from the Denver, 
Arapahoe, and probably the Laramie-
Fox Hills formations. They gave a 
concession to the small well owners in 
that the Dawson, where most of the resi-
dents of northern El Paso County pro-
duce their water, would not be tapped. 
However, a major percentage of the res-
idents along the south and west margins 
of the basin, east and west of I-25, get 
their drinking water from the Denver, 
as the Dawson is thin or absent along 
the basin margins. It is expected that 
homeowners will be forced to deepen 
their Dawson wells into the underlying 
Denver as the Dawson is depleted. 

As now planned, the city will 
complete five wells in the area cen-
tered on Middle Creek Parkway and 
Voyager, within a mile or so of ho-
meowner-owned Denver wells to the 
north and east. Some of these wells will 
produce from the Denver, and the city 
wells are projected to produce a total of 
2.5 million gallons a day. To put this in 

perspective, 2.5 million gallons equals 7.7 acre/feet 
a day, or a total of 912 million gallons a year, while 
the average homeowner uses about 1/2 acre/foot or 
163,000 gallons a year. You can see these homeown-
ers’ concerns about possible drainage problems.

POW is working with the El Paso County Wa-
ter Authority and several other groups to design 
and propose an adequate well monitoring system 
to get a better idea of what is actually happening 
in the basin. But this is only the first step. We are 
also trying to stay on top of the various develop-
ment projects as they come up and then working to 
influence planning department decisions where the 
projects seem to lack independent water supplies. 
We also want to pressure the Legislature to bring 
the whole evaluation system up-to-date.

POW is your chance to have some voice in 
these matters. Ask yourself, how much would 
your property be worth if your well ran dry? With 
enough support, we can and will be able to influ-
ence government actions and postpone that day of 
reckoning. POW annual dues are $25 per house-
hold, and you can download a membership appli-
cation from our Web site, http://www.blackforest-
co.com/~pow, or write to our mailing address. 
Completed applications and checks, made out to 
Protect Our Wells, should be mailed to P.O. Box 
88241, Colorado Springs, CO 80908-8241. For fur-
ther information, visit our Web site or contact us by 
e-mail at pow@blackforest-co.com. 
The POW Board 
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Chris Carnes
Licensed Skin Care Therapist

Skin Care For A Visible Difference
Featuring Dermalogica & Jan Marini

Essence @ Tan Lines
In the Jackson Creek Shopping Center

1036 W. Baptist Rd.

487-9895 (Msg/FAX: 487-8401)

Specials
Facial Madness Mondays

Oct. 11 and Nov. 10
20% OFF All One-Hour

Facials, Micro, MK, and Peels

25% OFF Tuesdays
Oct. 21 and Nov. 18

25% OFF All Dermalogica, Jan Marini
 & Skincare Products

Must be paid for on these days, phone ahead OK.

Wacky Waxing Wednesdays
Oct. 8 and Nov. 12

20% OFF All Waxing,
First Time or Maintenance

Fantastic Fridays
Oct. 17 and Nov. 7

All Above Offers Are Valid!

Save Saturday For Me
Oct. 18 and Nov. 15

All Above Offers Are Valid!



Page 24 Vol. 3 No. 10 Page 25Sat., October 4, 2003

A Perspective on Our Community 

Don’t shoot the messenger

By John Heiser
As reported in this issue of OCN, at the Tri-Lakes 
Fire Protection District Board of Directors meeting 
Sept. 18, board president Charlie Pocock took issue 
with the newspaper coverage of statements made 
at the Aug. 20 meeting of the Donald Wescott Fire 
Protection District Board of Directors. In particu-
lar, he read from OCN’s article detailing that meet-
ing (page 16 of our Sept. 6 issue).

Pocock said statements made by Wescott of-
ficials including Wescott Chief Bill Sheldon were 
incorrect. Pocock defended the Tri-Lakes district’s 
handling of the Aug. 5 house fire in Jackson Creek; 
said the two Wescott trucks are parked at the Tri-
Lakes station as a favor to the Wescott district; and 
reported that the Tri-Lakes district attended all but 
two of the recent North End Group meetings. 

Pocock’s view and that of other members of 
the Tri-Lakes board was that OCN should not re-
port statements made at meetings unless the truth 
of those statements can be corroborated. 

That view misconstrues what OCN does. 
While other media may characterize what they do 
as investigative reporting or “getting to the bottom 
of the story,” OCN has a much more straightfor-
ward role: We act as the eyes and ears of concerned 
citizens. For most of our articles, we go to public 
meetings and report what happened. Our goal is to 
give our readers the information they would have 
gotten if they had gone to the meetings. 

Throughout the ages, judges, juries, and phi-
losophers struggled with how to discover the truth. 
Within OCN’s role, truth amounts to accurately 
reporting what was said and done. To omit from 
our articles statements made at public meetings 
because the reporter may question the basis for 
those statements would be biased reporting. Oc-
casionally, our volunteer reporters follow up after 
a meeting to get more information or to obtain a 
reaction from those with opposing viewpoints. But 
that is the exception, not the norm.

Instead of being upset with OCN’s coverage, 
Pocock and the other members of the Tri-Lakes 
district should take up their concerns with their 
counterparts at the Wescott district. If OCN had 
not reported the statements they found so offen-
sive, they might not have known what had been 
said.

Which brings us to the real issue, and this ap-
plies to all levels and forms of government: Public 
officials need to think carefully about their public 
statements. A public meeting should not be a fo-
rum for blowing off steam. Having public officials 
taking verbal potshots at one another through the 
press is not a good way to iron out difficulties.

In short, we look to our public officials to 
be accurate and constructive in their statements. 
Above all, don’t shoot the messenger just because 
you do not like the message.

GG reat Home Valuesreat Home Values
Do you know somebody who wants to live Do you know somebody who wants to live 
                         near you?                         near you?

AAnother Great Home Valuenother Great Home Value

ADORABLE WOODMOOR FOREST HOME
* 3-4Bed Rooms/ 4Baths /2Car Garage * Huge pri-
vate .84 Acre Lot Heavily Treed *  Tons of Hard-

wood * Terrific Family Room with Fireplace * 4th 
Bedroom is currently a professional Photo Dark 

Room: Easy conversion back * Clean and Bright * 

SUPERIOR CONDITION* House and Cottage * House: 3-
4Bd/2Ba/2Car * Cottage: 1Bd/1Ba Generates $500/mo. Income * 

Walk to Memorial Hospital, Boulder Park and USOTC * 

Mark Rudolph
Stuart Scott, Ltd.

Your North Colorado Springs 
Resident Real Estate Expert

mrudolph@stuartscottltd.com
(719) 578-8801 ext. 122

(719) 492-3974 Cell

Who’s #1 in Real
 Estate?

You Are!!
“At Stuart Scott, Ltd. 

it’s not about the thousands of 
homes we’ve sold.

It’s all about you...the client”

NN ewly Listedewly Listed

19225 Lincoln Green Lane
Woodmoor
$305,000

321 N. Sheridan Ave.
Price: $230,000

Card and Coffee Corner

481-2665 (BOOK)
2nd and Washington St. 

In Historic Downtown Monument

Your Hometown Bookstore 
Since 1993

Todd Caudle 
Talented Colorado nature 

photographer will be signing 
books and calendars 

Saturday, October 11
10 am–noon

Local History Connection offers ten unique videos plus 
Group Walking Tours of Victorian era Palmer Lake and 

Monument’s Pioneer Settlement. For Tour Dates/Brochures,
Call Jim Sawatzki at 481-3963.

Folk Art Gallery
custom framing, artwork, and gifts

Kelly and Lucy McGuire
251 Front Street, Suite 7, Downtown Monument 

719-481-8552  www.lucysfolkartgallery.com
Tue-Fri 10 am - 5:30 pm, Sat 10 am - 2 pm

  Pre-Christmas Sale
15% OFF prepaid framing!

Ready for pickup Dec. 6th

Good through October

Tuesday - Friday 10-5, Sat. by Appointment
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By Judith Pettibone
On the rather lengthy list of the pleasures of work-
ing in this bookstore will appear the discovery of 
the joy of reading nonfiction. I had been almost 
exclusively a fiction reader, always thinking that 
magazines and newspapers gave me just about as 
much “truth” as I could absorb. Discovering the 
pleasure of the beautifully written and often in-
triguing delights of nonfiction has been eye-open-
ing and a great deal of fun.

Here are several of our store’s more popular 
nonfiction titles:
Seabiscuit ($15.95)     
Seabiscuit: Collector’s Edition ($29.95)  
By Laura Hillenbrand
In a certain way, the first sentence of the preface for 
Seabiscuit is a summary of the entire book and is, 
what one calls, a grabber. “In 1938, near the end of 
a decade of monumental turmoil, the year’s number 
one newsmaker was not Franklin Delano Roos-
evelt, Hitler or Mussolini. It wasn’t Pope Pius IX, 
nor was it Lou Gehrig, Howard Hughes, or Clark 
Gable. The subject of the most newspaper column 
inches wasn’t even a person. It was an undersized, 
crooked-legged race horse named Seabiscuit.” And 
Hillenbrand proceeds to tell the engaging and in-
spiring tale of three larger-than-life men (owner, 
trainer, and jockey), a surprising horse, and most 
certainly, an unforgettable era. 

After the astonishing success of the original 
book (including numerous awards), and now the 
critically acclaimed movie, Hillenbrand was of-
fered the chance to publish a collector’s edition of 
her book—with more than 150 candid and profes-
sional photos—as well as to write a new introduc-
tion. For her many fans, this book is the perfect 
follow-up of the original book.

(As a side note, Hillenbrand’s own story is a 
compelling one, as she wrote Seabiscuit while near-
ly completely disabled by a severe case of Chronic 
Fatigue Syndrome. Her account of her illness and 
the writing of Seabiscuit appears in a summer issue 
of the New Yorker.)
The Professor and the Madman: A Tale of Mur-
der, Insanity, and the Making of the Oxford 
English Dictionary ($14)
By Simon Winchester
A national best-seller with a super subtitle, this 
book was simply terrific. William Safire is quoted 
on the cover as saying the book “is the linguistic 
detective story of the decade.” It took 70 years to 
complete the OED and the details of that process 
are fascinating. Add to that underpinning the fact 
that one of the most prolific contributors to this 
effort was clinically insane and locked up in one 
of England’s harshest asylums for the criminally 
insane, and you really have a tale. 
The Hungry Ocean: A Swordboat Captain’s 
Journey ($14)
By Linda Greenlaw

Greenlaw begins her introduction, “I have been fish-
ing commercially for seventeen years, and up until 
1997, no one cared.” In 1997, you might remember, 
came the smash hit The Perfect Storm by Sebas-
tian Junger, and life changed for Linda Greenlaw. 
She was the captain of the Hannah Boden, sister 
ship to the Andrea Gail, which went down during 
that storm of the century. With Junger’s book came 
great interest in her life as a sword captain, and out 
of that interest this book. Greenlaw is an excellent 
writer who chronicles one 30-day trip, filled with 
adventure and backbreaking, nonstop work. It is a 
peek into a world of which most of us are complete-
ly unknowing. Greenlaw followed this New York 
Times best-seller with a second book called The 
Lobster Chronicles: Life on a Very Small Island. 
In this book, she has retired from her sword boat 
and is now a lobster 
fisherman. She also 
discovers the delights 
and the foibles of life 
on her very tiny home-
island off the coast of 
Maine.
Under the Tuscan 
Sun ($15)
By Frances Mayes
This charming book 
about Tuscany, written 
in 1997, created quite 
the unexpected liter-
ary stir and went on 
to become a New York 
Times best-seller. The 
cover describes it as 
a love letter to Italy, 
and it certainly is that. 
This combination trav-
elogue and ode to the 
“thrills” of remodeling 
an ancient house while 
delighting in the plea-
sures of small-town 
Italian life (with many 
nods to the food and 
wine) makes for a deli-
cious read. (Note: The 
preview for the movie 
of the same name 
makes me wonder if 
the screenwriter could 
have possibly read 
the book.) Mayes fol-
lowed this book with 
Bella Tuscany, which 
celebrates the joys of 
restoring her ancient 
garden and olive grove 
and continues her love 
affair with Tuscany. 
Isaac’s Storm: A 
Man, A Time and the 
Deadliest Hurricane 
in History ($14)
By Erik Larson
In September 1900, 
Galveston, Texas, was 
nearly destroyed by 
a hurricane of epic 
proportions. Nearly 
10,000 people were 
killed, with most of 
the deaths resulting 
from extreme flood-
ing. Erik Larson cre-
ates an amazingly 
vivid account not only 
of the storm but also of 

life in turn-of-the-century Galveston as well as the 
country as a whole. At times, you wonder if this 
account has been embroidered by Larson’s desire 
to create a more compelling story. However, no 
embellishment was necessary; the story stands as 
dramatic as any fictional piece. Isaac Cline was the 
head meteorologist for Galveston in the early days 
of scientific weather monitoring. In fact, it was the 
hubris of the era and the fledgling weather agency 
that helped create the tragic aftermath of the storm. 
Larson followed this success with his more recent 
Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic and 
Madness at the Fair that Changed America. In 
this book, another best-seller, he chronicles the 
creating of the Chicago World’s Fair and the serial 
killer who lived next door. What a combination!

Until next month, happy reading!

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 
Really, It’s True!

Down payment tied up in 
other investments?

Melanie A. Selee, Loan Officer
(719) 499-8061

Melanies@Waterfield.com www.waterfield.com

We have the 
money!

Ask about my 
Zero Down, 
Zero Closing
Cost Loans!

Rates as low 
as 7.25% with 
No Mortgage 
Insurance!

“Your referrals are the best 
compliment I could ever 
receive!” - Melanie Selee

Riding Lessons

(303) 663-8424 ~ 7505 E. Palmer Divide Rd. (1 mi. east of Hwy 83) 
A Not-for-Profit 501(c)(3) organization • www.pinecreekfoundation.org

High Point Academy provides equine-
assisted therapy for children and adults 
with physical, cognitive and learning 
disabilities. Able-bodied lessons also 
available.

High Point Academy needs volunteers who
want to make a difference!
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Festival at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts Oct. 25
The Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts in Palmer 
Lake will host a fundraiser festival on Oct. 
25, featuring award-winning and popular lo-
cal performing artists Phil Volan, Joe Uveges, 
Jim Sokol, Joleen Bell, and Jennifer Griffis. 
These musicians are known for their talents 
individually, and this festival brings them 
together for a rare and fun evening to raise 

funds for the center. Admission at the door is $15 
for members and $18 for nonmembers. Doors open 
at 7 p.m., and the show starts at 7:30 p.m. 

Colorado Springs residents voted Phil Volan 
Best Male Singer and Best Folksinger two years 
running in the Gazette and Independent newspa-
pers. In 2002, Volan placed second at the presti-

gious National Fingerstyle Guitar Championship 
in Winfield, Kan. He is an experienced recording 
artist with five CDs, including the recent Live at 
the Black Rose Acoustic Society, featuring Volan, 
Uveges, and Sokol in a tribute to Crosby, Stills, & 
Nash.

The Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts is a 501 
(c) (3) nonprofit organization with a mission of 
creating community partnerships for demonstrat-
ing, teaching, exhibiting, and promoting the arts. 
The center is located in the historic Kaiser Frazer 
building at 304 Highway 105. Check their Web 
site, www.trilakesarts.com, regularly for upcom-
ing performances, classes, and exhibitions. Call 
481-0475 for more information.

Above: Train buff Travis Coleman looks on as 
Jim Lipper, of the Pikes Peak Division of the 
National Model Railroad Association, enjoys 
some hobo stew at the Fire Rehab bus. Lipper 
works on the bus, preparing breakfasts, stew, 
and chili for firefighters on the bigger fires in 
the region. If you’d like to volunteer, call 598-
3454.

Top: Detail of the Pikes Peak Division of the NMRA 
layout at Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts.

Center:The prison’s ENRON wing on the Pikes 
Peak “N” Gineers N-scale layout at Palmer 
Lake Town Hall. The other side of the building 
houses the prison’s WorldCom wing

Bottom: The Galloping Goose rides the rails of 
the mining era SlimRail Modular Colorado 
Narrow Gauge layout in Palmer Lake Town 
Hall. Photos by Judy Barnes

Model Railroad Festival Sept. 27

Happy 2 Work From Home!Happy 2 Work From Home!Happy 2 Work From Home!

STAY AT HOME MOMSSTAY AT HOME MOMSSTAY AT HOME MOMS
Earn $500 to $1500 Earn $500 to $1500 Earn $500 to $1500 

working part time from home working part time from home working part time from home 
488-1610

Kindermusik® with Miss Patty (Patty Evans)
Classes in Black Forest and Gleneagle

pevans@codenet.net

Music and Movement
for

Whole Child Development

Call 495-1970 with questions or to enroll!

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258

Deliveries in the Tri-Lakes Area!
Worldwide Service

719•481•2034
Monument Plaza 

481 Highway 105 • Suite 1

(719) 488-0616

Maria’s Daycare
Infants through Grade School

Certified Daycare Provider
References Available

487-1070
Gleneagle

Driveways Parking Lots

SNOW PLOWING
SERVICE

Milt (Pete) Pedersen

18090 Briarhaven Ct. • Monument, CO • 80132
Cell: 719.439.2783 • Home: 719.481.2625

 

LET‛S GET TOGETHER AND TALK MUSIC!

!
 Adult beginners & re-starters Welcome!

Piano teacher & Vocal coach
In Gleneagle Area

SPECIAL RATES FOR 
LARGER FAMILIES!

Call Joanna for free consultation!
481-4010

Left to Right: Jim Sokol, Joe Uveges, Jennifer 
Griffis, Phil Volan, Joleen Bell
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Support 
Our Community
Shop Tri-Lakes

Reflections: The Protractor Factor
By Judith Pettibone

It came as no surprise to me that 
this little guy (or one very much 
like him), a capuchin monkey, 
confirmed what most parents 
could tell you: A sense of fair-
ness appears to be hardwired in 
our brains. As reported in September’s issue of 
Nature, scientists from Emory University inform 
us that capuchin monkeys will refuse to work if 
their reward is a cucumber slice when they see 
a buddy receiving the much more desired grape 
half. Now I ask you, really, is this at all surpris-
ing?

Face it, many of you have just finished a 
summer with school-aged children. “It’s not 
fair” echoed across the land. Summer probably 
registers more real and imagined violations of 
the “Family Fairness Doctrine” (never actually 
defined by any court due to fraidy-cat judges) 
than any other time of year. 

In our home, I can remember the summer 
calendar sporting a series of colored dots—one 
daughter owning blue, the other yellow. The dots 
might have been used to determine a weighty 
issue like who would get to choose which fast-
food restaurant we might visit. In truth, the dots 
were used to keep track of whose week it was to 
ride in the front seat. I can remember sitting in 
the driveway, the car running, waiting for one of 
them to run in and check the dot. 

Honestly, though, my girls were amateurs 
compared to my dad and his brother. Those two 
put The Doctrine to the challenge. One Thanks-
giving Day, as my grandmother served her 
much-sought-after pumpkin pie, the two boys 
began to argue over the size of their pieces. My 
grandfather marched his engineering self over to 
his desk and pulled a large protractor out of the 
drawer. He very seriously, and with much effort, 
measured each boy’s slice. Finding them equal 
to the degree, he silently laid the tool on the 
table. Family lore has it that henceforth, at every 
Thanksgiving, right next to the good silver pie 
server, sat the protractor.

Really, wouldn’t a protractor be useful as we 
decide what’s fair and what isn’t? If, in fact, a 
sense of fairness is hardwired and not whispered 
from bassinette to bassinette, why is determin-
ing fairness so difficult? If monkeys understand 
such a basic kindergarten playground “rule,” 
then why don’t we?

At the very least, one’s eyes cross when 

contemplating fairness and the real world. 
The latest financial brouhaha is a nutshell 
summary of the past couple of years on 
the business page. Richard A. Grasso, 
chairman and chief executive of the New 
York Stock Exchange, recently resigned 
under pressure due to his pay package 
and conflict of interest issues. Thirty-five 
years ago, he began as 
a clerk in the exchange 
making $85.50 a week. 
He resigned when it 
was disclosed that this 
year he would receive 
$140 million. My 
grandfather’s protractor 
shivered. What’s wrong 
with the NYSE’s Board 
of Directors’ protractor 
and, indeed, Mr. Gras-
so’s personal one?

Capuchin monkeys 
get it. Kids with col-
ored dots get it. And my 
Grandpa got it. I’m all 
for a protractor being on 
everyone’s dinner table. 
Who knows what might 
happen then?

Professional Hair and 
Nail Services

Welcoming Kathy & Leslie to our Team! 
Over 30 years of combined experience.

Walk-ins & evening appointments available

487-7366
Open Monday through Saturday

106 Second Street
In Historic Downtown Monument

• DIRECT EMBROIDERY
• BUSINESS LOGOS
• LETTERJACKETS
• GIFTS
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What to do before lightning strikes: 
Data protection for the casual computer user
By Michael Lines 

From power blackouts to new viruses, the threats 
to your personal computer grow greater every day. 
Even if you were lucky enough or had taken the 
proper precautions to avoid getting hit by the re-
cent Sobig or mBlaster viruses, there is always the 
threat of lightning or power surges that can travel 
through phone lines, cable connections, and power 
lines. You can forever lose the data on your PC if 
you don’t take the proper precautions to back up 
and prepare before disaster strikes.

Why don’t most people back up their data? 
Some don’t expect anything will happen to them. 
Others might be lazy. Most people, however, don’t 
know how to do it or are intimidated by the technol-
ogy. Well, take heart: The solutions are easier than 
you think and won’t cost you an arm and a leg or 
take hours of your time.

If you are not running a PC with Windows 
2000 or XP, I suggest that now would be a great 
time to upgrade your operating system or your 
whole computer. The security and stability advan-
tages to using the new Windows operating systems 
are too great to be mentioned in this article. Suffice 
it to say that if you are not using them, then data 
backup is probably the least of the problems you 
are facing.

Assuming you are running either 2000 or XP, 

the first critical component, a decent backup pro-
gram, is already available for free with the Micro-
soft Backup utility program. If you are using XP 
Home as opposed to XP Professional, Microsoft 
has made your life a little more difficult, as this pro-
gram is not installed by default. However, it is not 
hard for you to do. To install the backup program, 
put the Windows XP installation disc into your CD-
ROM drive and open it in Windows Explorer. Navi-
gate to \VALUEADD\MSFT\NTBACKUP. In the 
NTBACKUP folder, double-click ntbackup.msi. 
This will install the program. Once you install the 
backup program, it will appear in Start, All Pro-
grams, Accessories, System Tools. The help file is 
pretty comprehensive, and the program is very sim-
ple to use. If you want more information, go to http:
//support.microsoft.com/default.aspx?scid=kb;EN-
US;308422. In addition, you can schedule auto-
matic backups with this utility, a very important 
feature I will get into later in this article.

Now that you have a backup program, your 
next step is to decide what to back up. For most us-
ers, I recommend just backing up your data files as 
opposed to doing a complete backup of your com-
puter. Data files are usually stored in the My Docu-
ments folder; make sure that all the files you want to 
keep are being stored there. While this sounds like 
heresy, the reasons are simple. If a backup takes 

too long, take too much media, or is too 
hard to do, most people won’t do it. So 
back up the stuff that is really important 
to you, whether it is your digital picture 
albums, the great American novel you’re 
writing, or your finances, and don’t 
worry about the applications and operat-
ing system. Your backups will go much 
more quickly and probably take up much 
less space. In the event of a computer 
disaster, you are probably going to get a 
new one anyone, so why bother backing 
up what you probably will never need to 
restore?

Next, you have the choice of what 
media to use for your backups. This will 
depend in large part on how much data 
you are backing up and your budget. To 
find out how much data you are back-
ing up, right-click on your My Docu-
ments folder, select Properties and then 
the General Tab. You should then see 
the amount of data that is stored in the 
folder. It will say something like Used 
Space: 35 mb which is approximately 
35,000,000 bytes of information.

Depending on how much data you 
are backing up, I recommend the follow-

ing options:
1. Less than 3mb of data: Use floppy discs or a 

USB flash drive. USB flash drives are small 
devices that fit on a key chain, can be purchased 
inexpensively, and can hold from 16mb to over 
1gb of data. They plug into the USB port into 
your computer and show up as another disc 
drive. Backup is as simple as drag and drop. 

2. Less than 1gb (1,000mb) of data: Use the 
CD burner in your computer along with the 
Windows Backup program. If you don’t have 
a CD burner, you can purchase one for around 
$100 and CDs that hold over 600mb of data, 
can be purchased for less that 25 cents each in 
bulk. 

3. Greater than 1gb of data: Use an external USB 
hard drive. These can be purchased in sizes of 
up to 160gb for less than $200. Like the USB 
key chain drives, these attach via your USB 
port and appear as another disc drive. Some 
drives come with their own backup software 
that makes backups as simple as pushing a 
button. Tapes used to be recommended for 
this backup size range. For most home users, 
the expense and complexity of tapes, tape 
management, and tape drives does not justify 
their use.
For most users, I recommend making a com-

plete backup at least every month to be sure you are 
protected. Store your backups in your safe deposit 
box or your desk at the office. Don’t keep them with 
your computer, because if your house burns down, 
you’ve just lost all of your backups. If you are us-
ing the USB flash device, just stick it on your key 
chain or in your purse or briefcase. If you are using 
an external USB hard drive, I suggest purchasing 
two. Although the expense is doubled, you are truly 
protected. Just periodically switch which hard drive 
you use for making your backups.

Finally, be sure and test your backups. By occa-
sionally using the Restore feature of your Windows 
backup program or whatever other backup software 
you are using to restore a file or folder, you will 
get to understand how the software works. Then 
you can get your files back when you need to, and, 
more importantly, you will be testing to see that the 
backup actually occurred successfully. 

That’s it! While it seems like a lot of work, once 
you have your backup system in place and are using 
it regularly, you will gain peace of mind knowing 
you are protected. 

Michael Lines is a Certified Information Systems 
Security Professional (CISSP) and Chief Informa-
tion Officer for a Colorado financial services com-
pany. He can be reached at mlines@computer.org

Mixed 
Media 

Ceramics  
Youth Classes

Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4-6 p.m. 

Creative clay molding/sculpting 
Creative ceramics varying finishes 

Wind chimes, jewelry, dolls, magnets, and more! 
One on one instruction

Each two hour class is $5 plus materials 
Adults welcome too!!! 

Come explore your creativity 
Have lots of fun

Call Kathi to sign up�487-8830
Studio located in Tri-Lakes near Woodmoor

Need an extra $400 per month?
• Ground Floor Opportunity
• Superior Quality Products

− Home Décor
− Kitchen
− Gardening
...and more!

• No inventory
• No delivery
• 100% Money-back Guarantee
• Great Royalty Checks
• Exceptional Advancement 

Opportunities

BE AMONG THE FIRST TO CALL!
Candice Moriarty

Independent Consultant
719-488-9741 / 719-321-8239
candicemoriarty@adelphia.net

Or visit: www.southernlivingathome.com/candicemoriarty
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Popular ‘Empty Bowl’ dinner Oct. 15
By Elizabeth Hacker

On a spring morning 12 years ago, Linda Pankratz 
was leafing through one of her husband’s pottery 
magazines and noticed an article about a com-
munity that sponsored an “Empty Bowl” dinner 
to raise funds to feed the needy. She called Anne 
Shimek, and together the two of them planned 
and organized to create the first Tri-Lakes Empty 
Bowl dinner. After the first one, members of the 
community pitched in to take over this project and 
made it grow over the years. Linda believes there 
are some ideas that are so strong they take on a life 
of their own, and are so meaningful that they bind 
a community. Empty Bowl was one of them. 

The Empty Bowl concept that was first con-
ceived by high school art students in Michigan in 
1990 is now held in communities around the world 
and collects millions of dollars every year to help 
the needy. The bowl is a symbolic reminder that 
there are needy in the community. One hundred 
percent of the proceeds from Empty Bowl go to 
help them.

Twelve years ago, Monument’s first Empty 
Bowl dinner was held in the Mennonite Church, 
where 250 people raised $3,000 for Tri-Lakes 
Cares. Linda Pankratz, Liz Elliot, Nita Gingerich, 
Anne Shimek, and Sharon Williams organized 
that event. After three years, the crowds became 
so large that the event was moved to the high 
school, and the Sertoma Club took on the task of 
organizing it and selling tickets. While Monument 
was the first community in Colorado to sponsor 
Empty Bowl, other communities—including 
Pueblo, Glenwood Springs, Castle Rock, and 

Grand Junction—now hold them, too. 
Last year, more than 700 people from the Tri-

Lakes area lined up to help stamp out hunger in 
the community, pick out a handcrafted bowl, meet 
their neighbors, listen to some entertainment, and 
consume bountiful amounts of delicious appetiz-
ers, soups, breads, and desserts. The pottery and 
food were courtesy of local artists, businesses, 
grocery stores, restaurants, and churches. Al-
though the lines stretched the entire length of the 
school, they moved rather quickly thanks to the 
energetic volunteers from Lewis-Palmer High 
School’s Serteen Club. Within two hours, 120 gal-
lons of soup, 800 loaves of bread, 2,000 beverages, 
and 1,500 desserts were served and consumed. All 
leftovers were donated to the Marian House Soup 
Kitchen in Colorado Springs, which feeds 450 
people a day. Monument Hill Sertoma President 
Glenn Scott presented a check to Ray Hamilton 
of Tri-Lakes Cares for $10,000, a $2,800 increase 
from 2001.

This year’s Empty Bowl Dinner will be held 
Oct. 15, at the Lewis-Palmer High School Com-
mons area, from 5 to 7:30 p.m. The cost is $15 
per person, which goes to Tri-Lakes Cares. As 
always, the price includes a handmade pottery 
bowl. There are only 650 tickets, and they must 
be purchased in advance from the following 
locations: Covered Treasures Bookstore, Petal 
Pushin’, Pankratz Studios & Gallery, Rock House 
Ice Cream & More, Salon 105, Tri-Lakes Printing, 
and Tri-Lakes Tribune. For more information call 
Gloria Ingram, 487-8713.

Turn back the sands of time...
An Escape Day Spa is offering 
microdermabrasion performed by a 
highly trained clinical care specialist.

Improve the appearance of 
• Sun damage
• Fine line wrinkles
• Age spots
• Superficial blemishes and acne 

scarring
Also, tattoo removal. Men and women. 
No down time. Six treatments: 

$600 through October 31st

Look Your Best
Before the Holidays

An Escape Day  Spa 
719-487-1950

West End Center, 755 Highway 105

An Escape Day Spa 
719-487-1950

West End Center, 755 Highway 105

October Special
$10 OFF 30 Minute 
Reflexology Session

Ali’s AlterationsAli’s Alterations
CreativeCreative
SolutionsSolutions

for Wardrobe for Wardrobe 
or Home Decoror Home Decor

Phone: 488Phone: 488--31413141

onpinsnneedles@hotmail.com

affordable in-home pet sitting
Sarah Heckathorn

Certified Veterinary Technician
(719) 440-4476

Licensed                                                    Bonded
sheckathorn@hotmail.com

Housecleaning
Monument-Black Forest
20 years of experience
Honest, dependable
I provide all supplies.

References available 495-6772

The Quilted CottageThe Quilted Cottage
Your local source for fabrics & sewing supplies

Quilt inspired books, patterns & notions
Fun quilting clasFun quilting classes for all!ses for all!
Stop by for a new class schedule

341 Front Street open:
Historic Monument Village Tues. - Sat.
(719) 481- 4887 10 to 5

Firewood
Split & stacked 
$135 per cord
Rampart Hauling
Hauling & General Cleanup

488-3519 cell: 331-7279

Call me to book your party!

Candice Moriarty
Independent Consultant
719-488-9741 or

719-321-8239
candicemoriarty@adelphia.net

www.southernlivingathome.com/candicemoriarty
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Moran named HAP Volunteer of the Year
Mary Anne Moran, right, received the Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy 
Partnership (HAP) award for volunteer of the year at a volunteer rec-
ognition party on Sept. 18. The award was presented by Liz Slusser, 
pastoral nurse. HAP is a community health coalition that joins com-
munity members, the faith community, and health care. It provides 
several community programs in the Tri-Lakes area including Step by 
Step Reading Literacy for elementary students, a macular degenera-
tion and low vision support group, a foot care program for seniors, 
a respite program for caregivers, an anti family violence program, 
and a pastoral nurse who does resource and referral work regarding 
access to care. HAP needs volunteers. For more information about 
HAP programs, call Liz Slusser at 488-8639. Photo by Judy Barnes

 *English
          Pleasure

*Hunter/
Jumper

*Western Pleasure 
*Dressage
*Group & Private
*Ages 5 / 6 - Adult

TRAINER CERTIFICATIONS:
*Certified Horsemanship
   Association (CHA)
*British Horse Society (BHS)
*Illinois State Judge certified

*Put your horse in the best
   hands for boarding
*On site manager
*1 well lighted indoor arena
*3 outdoor arenas, jump course
dressage & lighted warmup arena

*4 large pasture turnout areas

“Good things are happening”
          Stop by for a visit!
FAMILY ENVIRONMENT & FUN

*Training, exercising
*Fine Tuning
*Show Training
*Youngsters Started

481-4360
PIKES PEAK RIDING ACADEMY
16685 ROLLER COASTER ROAD, COS   80921

*Clinics / Camps / Shows
*Heated Lounge, Microwave, 
Refrigerator & Snacks

Tantastic
“COME ON IN AND WARM 

YOUR BUNS, SOOTHE 
YOUR ACHING MUSCLES, 

REDUCE YOUR ACNE, GET RID OF THE BLUES, BRONZE YOUR BODY!”

MONTH OF OCTOBER TANNING SPECIALS

3 TANS FOR $12 – REGULAR BEDS
3 TANS FOR $18 – STAND-UP

ONE MONTH UNLIMITED $44.95—REGULAR BEDS
ONE MONTH UNLIMITED $54.95 – STAND-UP (with option of using regular bed anytime)

 (Monthly packages are good for 30 days from date of purchase)

TANTASTIC OFFERS A VARIETY OF PACKAGES TO FIT EVERYONES NEEDS!
ALL BEDS INCLUDE FACIALS AND STEREO’S WITH CD PLAYERS!

755 West Highway 105, Unit F
Palmer Lake, CO 80133

719-481-2419
M-F 10 -6, Sat 10-4

After hours by appointment.

Monumental Massage
The Relaxing Way to Wellness

Patricia M. Nagele, CMP, CIMI
Owner

Phone: 719.488.2900

cloud9@monumentalmassage.com
www.monumentalmassage.com

Quality Toys @ Affordable Prices
487-1955

155 Jefferson St. 
Historic Downtown Monument

Tue.-Fri 10-5, Sat. 10-4

Falling Prices!

Monument—Sundance Studio
Off Hwy 105—1⁄2 mi. E. of I-25
   9:15 am Tues*, Thurs*

Gleneagle — Family of Christ 
Lutheran Church 675 Baptist Rd.
   9:00 am Mon*, Wed*, Fri*
   6:00 pm Tues, Thurs
   8:30 am Saturday

(*Child care available)

488-5776

October
is FREE!

with purchase of 
Nov. and Dec.
Expires 10/31/03

No membership fees. All fitness levels welcome.
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Library celebrates 100th Anniversary, seeks bond issue
By Chris Pollard

José Aponte, executive director of the Pikes Peak 
Library District, made a 100-mile bicycle ride on 
Sept. 20 to visit all 12 libraries in the system. No 
stranger to long-distance riding, Aponte is the cur-
rent duathlon champion in his age group. He rode 
with Tom Herd, library board chairman, and Dick 
Bursell, a librarian. There were small welcoming 
parties at each library, with plenty of enthusiasm.

The reason for the event was primarily to cele-
brate the 100th anniversary of the district and dem-
onstrate the link between the branches. The Pikes 
Peak Library District has the advantage of what 
is called a “floating inventory”: All books in the 
system are available to be loaned out at any other 
branch. A motorized courier system runs daily to 
move transfers between the branches. 

The bike ride also brought attention to the 
bond issue in the upcoming Nov. 4 election. If you 
look on a property tax assessment, the mill levy 
for the library is set currently at 3.27; this would 
increase to around 4.4, about a 35 percent change. 
In financial terms, the actual tax increase seen by 
local property owners would amount to less than 
$12 per year per $100,000 of actual value on the 
assessment. The library district is working this into 
the campaign as “a buck for books”—less than one 

dollar per month for books.
Over the past few years, the Monument library 

has seen two major expansions in terms of facil-
ity size and hours of operation. Other libraries in 
the system have not been similarly 
expanded. The district is now in the 
position of having a completely full 
system; no more shelf space is avail-
able. When new books come in, a com-
parable number have to be removed to 
allow room.

In addition to expanding the size 
of some of the current libraries by an 
estimated 91,000 square feet (a net 
increase of 43 percent), the bond is-
sue will also fund six new libraries. 
While most are to the south and east 
of Colorado Springs, a 22,000-square-
foot branch is proposed somewhere 
in the Briargate/Gleneagle area. This 
would give the Tri-Lakes area access 
to a larger library without having to go 
all the way to East or Penrose librar-
ies. Some other minor funding will be 
available, if the bond passes, to make 
technology and other upgrades to Mon-
ument and Palmer Lake libraries. 

The new branches will bring the district in line 
with other library districts in terms of space and 
total collection per capita.

Above: The three riders: Tom 
Herd, Dick Bursell, and José 
Aponte, with members of the 
Pikes Peak library staff at the 

Monument Branch. 

Photo by Chris Pollard

Progressive Nutritional Care for:Progressive Nutritional Care for:

Margo Gasta, Margo Gasta, MS, RD, CCNMS, RD, CCN
Registered Dietitian & Wellness ProfessionalRegistered Dietitian & Wellness Professional

719.331.5067719.331.5067

• Fibromyalgia, chronic fatigue, Fibromyalgia, chronic fatigue, 
and autoand auto--immune conditionsimmune conditions

• Eating disorders and Eating disorders and 
weightweight--related issuesrelated issues

• Intestinal problemsIntestinal problems
• Mood dMood disorders/ADHDisorders/ADHD
• Weight Loss Weight Loss 

NEED MORE ROOM?

LET'S FINISH THAT BASEMENT!

CALL

(719) 481-0312
Licensed                                           Insured

CLASSIC FLOORS CF
DirectYour local dealer for reasonably priced  

carpet, tile, vinyl, hardwood, and counter tops. 
Monument Plaza Shopping Center (Next to the Post Office)

481-3146
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Palmer Lake Fire Station Open House
Sit in a fire truck. See the Flight for Life helicopter, Smokey the Bear, and a Junior Firefighters pre-
sentation. It’s all being hosted at the firehouse by the Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department, Oct. 
4, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. For information call 481-2953.

Donald Wescott Fire Station #3 Open House
Hot dogs, sodas, and giveaways as well as the Flight for Life helicopter and Smokey the Bear plus 
American Medical Response, Air Force Academy Fire Department, and El Paso County Sheriff’s De-
partment apparatus and displays, and a Pikes Peak Fire Prevention Association display. It’s all being 
hosted at the firehouse at 15415 Gleneagle Drive, across from Antelope Trails Elementary School by 
Baptist Road, Oct. 4, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. For information call 488-8680 or check www.wescottfire.org.

Brews and Bluegrass at the Bistro
Come to the Villa Oct. 4 for a beer tasting to benefit Christmas Unlimited. The event is from noon to 
5 p.m. at The Villa World Bistro, 75 Highway 105, Palmer Lake. The cost of $18 includes a free event 
glass and unlimited tasting of Colorado microbrews. Enjoy live bluegrass music, a silent auction, 
food, and fun. For information, call 481-2222.

Christmas Crafts Festival
The 30th Annual Christmas Crafts Festival, sponsored by the Palmer Lake Art Group, will be held 
Oct. 4, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Oct. 5, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. The juried show is limited to 40 exhibitors; this policy assures high quality, eliminates 
overcrowding, and has earned the annual event an excellent reputation. A wide variety of items will 
be available for purchase—jewelry, ornaments, stained glass, pottery, and much more. Proceeds are 
used to fund scholarships for Tri-Lakes area students continuing their education in art. The Palmer 
Lake Art Group, a nonprofit organization, is the oldest art group in the Tri-Lakes area. For informa-
tion, call Marcia Edwards, 481-0365.

Flu shots in Tri-Lakes
On Oct. 4, stop in at the Palmer Lake Town Office, 28 Valley Crescent, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
get a flu shot. Phone 481-2953 for information. There will be a Mile High Flu Shot Clinic on Oct. 
8 at The Quilted Cottage in Monument, located at the northwest corner of Third and Front Streets, 
from 10 a.m. to noon. Call Karen at 481-4887, to reserve your flu shot. Pneumonia and tetanus shots 
will be available as well. Medicare will be accepted. There will be additional flu shot clinics at the 
Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. on Oct. 9, from 11 to noon and Oct. 22, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.  
Phone 884-8017 for information. The cost is the same at all the clinics: flu vaccines, $18; tetanus, 
$25; pneumonia, $30. 

Craft show
Creative Crafters’ Showcase is holding its annual craft show, featuring more than 100 crafters, Oct. 
11, from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Oct. 12, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Lewis-Palmer High School on 
Higby Road in Monument. Admission is $3. For information, call 488-3046.

Annual Fall Festival in Downtown Monument
Monument’s third annual fall festival–Oct. 11, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.–will feature fun activities for the 
entire family in historic downtown Monument. See the whimsical scarecrows on display throughout 
town and vote for your favorite. Things to do include:
• Pumpkin decorating at High Country Store, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Hayrides from High Country Store, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Scarecrow making at The CatBird Seat, 12:30 and 3 p.m. (Reservations in advance, 481-8401.)
• Pottery workshop at Pankratz Studios & Gallery, 10 a.m. to noon. (Reservations in advance, 481-

3108.)
• Fall home decorating ideas at Petal Pushin’, 11:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. Come in for cider and pumpkin 

desserts throughout the day.
• Ceramic workshops for kids at Two Watts Creative throughout the day.
• Photographer signing at Covered Treasures Bookstore, 10 a.m. to noon. Todd Caudle, Colorado 

landscape photographer, will sign books and calendars.
Tri-Lakes Empty Bowl Dinner

This year’s Sertoma Empty Bowl Dinner will be held Wednesday, October 15 at the Lewis-Palmer 
High School Commons area, from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. The all-you-can-eat dinner consists of appetiz-
ers, soups, breads, and desserts. The cost, $15 per person, will go to Tri-Lakes Cares and includes a 
handmade ceramic bowl. Tickets must be purchased in advance and are sold at Covered Treasures 
Bookstore, Pankratz Studios & Gallery, Petal Pushin’, Rock House Ice Cream, Salon 105, Tri-Lakes 
Printing, and Tri-Lakes Tribune. There are only 650 tickets for this popular event, so don’t wait. For 
information call Gloria Ingram, 487-8713.

Library Channel airs local program
Adelphia cable channel 17, the Library Channel, will air “Tri-Lakes Today,” a 30-minute public af-
fairs program featuring news and information about the Tri-Lakes area, on Oct. 17, 18, and 19 at 1, 
3, 5, 7, and 11 p.m. “Tri-Lakes Today” normally airs the third weekend of each month.

55 Alive Program coming to Monument
On Oct. 21 and 22, noon-4 p.m. each day, the Monument Police Department will sponsor the 
eight-hour AARP 55 Alive Driver Safety Program for Monument residents at the Town Hall. You 
must attend both days to complete the course. The $10 cost includes all class materials and work-
books. Learn defensive driving techniques, new traffic laws and rules of the road, and how to safely 
adjust driving to compensate for age-related changes in vision, hearing, and reaction time. Class size 
is limited to 30. Call Chief Joe Kissell at the police department, 481-3253, to register.

Fundraiser features an evening of music
The Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts will host a fundraiser on Oct. 25 featuring popular award-win-
ning local performing artists Phil Volan, Joe Uveges, Jim Sokol, Joleen Bell, and Jennifer Griffis. 
Colorado Springs residents voted Phil Volan “Best Male Singer” and “Best Folksinger” two years 
running in the Gazette and Independent newspapers. In 2002, Phil placed second at the prestigious 
National Fingerstyle Guitar Championship in Winfield Kansas. Admission is $15 for members and 
$18 for non-members. Doors open at 7 p.m. and the show begins at 7:30 p.m. The Tri-Lakes Center 

Special Events and Notices

3rd & Beacon Lite, Monument
488-9007

www.balancedbike.com

Tri-Lakes Area’s Only 
Bike & Ski 
Shop

Closeout Prices on 
Bikes (Jamis, Marin, Yeti) 

and Clothing!
throughout October (in-stock only)

Thomas Aaby

Meets the 2nd Wed. 
each month. Shoup 
and Black Forest Rd. 
at the Black Forest 
Community Church

For further information, call: 

719-596-6787, 719-495-2443,
or 719-495-2176

Evening hours Wednesdays and Thursdays — Open Saturdays

Count My Vote!
Vote in your favorite area:

*President    *Crooks          *Sexiest Actors
*Policy          *Economy      *Getting Together
*Touchy        *Living          *Breaking Up

www.countmyvote.com
It’s fun…and free!

Babysitting
Reliable, experienced,

18 year old. 
References available. 

   488-1152 (Gleneagle)

(Continued on page 33)
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for the Arts is located at 304 Highway 105 in Palmer Lake. For more information, call 481-0475 
or visit www.trilakesarts.com.

Safe Trick-or-Treat
Merchants in historic downtown Monument will be handing out treats to children on Oct. 31, from 
4 to 6 p.m. This will be the last day to see the creative scarecrows on display throughout town.

Baking contest at Monument Branch Library
Tri-Lakes bakers are invited to bake a cake, pie, cookies, or bread and compete for great prizes! 
The Battle of the Cooks is at the Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr., Nov. 1, 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Categories include old-time recipes, birthday cakes for the library’s 100th 
year, children to age 12, teens to 18, family favorites, and Best in Show. Entrants must share their 
recipes with library patrons. For information, call 488-2370.

 New art exhibit to open in November
The Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts presents the “Black, White & Other Colors” show, an exhibi-
tion juried by Gwen Fox, a nationally recognized artist. The exhibition will be on display Nov. 
7-26. The show’s opening celebration will be held on Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. The Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts is located at 304 Highway 105 in Palmer Lake. For more information, call 481-0475 or visit 
www.trilakesarts.com.

Wine and Roses II is coming to Monument in November
 The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club is sponsoring a wine-tasting benefit and silent auction, with pro-
ceeds going to charitable and educational organizations serving the local community. Highlights 
include food samplings, celebrity wine servers, and silent auction. The event will be Nov. 13, 6 to 
9 p.m., at Pinecrest Event Center, 106 Pinecrest Way, Palmer Lake. Order your tickets now for $30; 
they’re $35 at the door. Make checks payable to TLWC and send to P.O. Box 669, Monument, CO 
80132. Visit TLWC’s web site at www.tlwc.net for more information.

Volleyball Leagues Starting at Soc n’ Roll for Youth and Adults
The Nike Thundercats Volleyball Club—a local volleyball club that competes in Rocky Mountain 
region tournaments and qualifiers for nationals in the 14-18-year-old divisions—is offering a vari-
ety of volleyball opportunities at Soc n’ Roll in Monument.

 Competitive youth volleyball clinics for players between the ages of 12 and 18 are planned 
Oct. 25, 9-11 a.m. and Oct. 27, 6-8 p.m.; and for ages 15-18 on Nov. 1, 8-10 a.m., and Nov. 3, 6-8 
p.m. Costs for the clinics are $10 per session or $30 for all. The T-cats have also added specialized 
clinics for 15-18 year olds on hitting, defense, and transitions on Oct. 5, 12, and 19. Tryouts for the 
teams will be Nov. 1, 2, and 9. 

Registration forms and details of all clinics and tryouts can be found at www.Thundercatsvbc.com. 
A parent information meeting will be held Oct. 23, 7-9 p.m. at Creekside Middle School.

Younger players ages 11-14 can be part of the Nike Thundercats inner squad. These non-travel 
teams will practice on Mondays and Thursdays, beginning Dec. 1, under the direction of coach 
Greg Ramakulas. Players will get 63 hours of play, two Thundercats shirts, clinics, and inner 
squad match play. Tryouts are Nov. 1, 10 a.m.-noon. Two more teams have been added for 12- and 
13-year-olds.

Also, a new adult volleyball league is forming for competitive and recreational players. Regis-
ter now for the league, which begins Nov. 3 and runs through Dec. 15. For details, contact Soc ‘n 
Roll, 487-8572 or visit www.thundercats.com.

Volunteer opportunities with HAP
The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP) needs volunteers for several community pro-
grams. The foot clinic, at the Tri-Lakes fire station on the third Friday each month, needs pedicur-
ists to clip toenails for seniors. Call Sue Meiler at 535-2749. The Respite Program, which provides 
rest for in-home caregivers, needs volunteers. Free respite training is available. Phone Liz Slusser 
at 488-8639 for more information.

Monument author’s book named Colorado Book Award finalist
Writers of the American West: Multicultural Learning Encounters (Teacher Ideas Press, 2002), an 
educational book by John Stansfield, a storyteller and writer from Monument, has been named a 
finalist for this year’s Colorado Book Awards (CBA). The awards, given annually in 13 categories 
to Colorado authors, will be presented Oct. 16 during a gala at the Denver Center for the Perform-
ing Arts. 

Judges for the Colorado Center for the Book, the CBA sponsor, selected the 40 finalists from 
among almost 200 books published in 2002. Directed toward educators and students in the middle 
grades, Writers of the American West utilizes childhood and young adult autobiographies of 10 
of the West’s most intriguing writers to present oral and written language arts and social studies 
learning experiences. The book received the CAL Award for Specialty Writing from the Colorado 
Authors’ League earlier this year. CAL Award judges called it “a great combination of instruction 
on the writers, as well as storytelling and insights into the history of the West.”

EVENTS AND NOTICES (Continued from page 32)

Family Owned and Operated Since 1980

For the Largest 
Selection of Premium

BEERS • WINES • LIQUORS
In the Tri-Lakes Area with the 

COLDEST BEER AROUND!
We Specialize in 

SERVICE - CUSTOM ORDERING - and
CASE PRICING - all at Competitive Prices!

We Will Cater
YOUR PARTY NEEDS - LARGE or SMALL

Bar Supplies - Cold Kegs Always Available
Most Credit Cards Welcome

CALL 488-3761
351 Highway 105 - Located Between 

Monument Post Office & Rosie's Diner
OPEN FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

9:00 am - 10:00 pm Monday thru Saturday

Purchasing a home or 
refinancing?

We offer the largest 
selection of loan programs

for perfect and not so 
perfect homeowners 

Call me!

Lisa Ramsey

U. S. Capital, 
Inc.

559-2151

Help Wanted
Housecleaning

Responsible Adult
15-20 hr./wk., $12 per hour

719-495-6772

Coat Care

Walking

Special Care

Medication
& Treatment

Home Care Available

719-488-6593 or 719-338-9719

Fall CampsFall CampsFall Camps
Boots and Saddles will provide 
a safe and fun experience for 
your child. There is something 
about a horse that is good for 
the heart of a child. 

An Inclusive Therapeutic Riding Center ~“In Stride with One Another”

Boots and SaddlesBoots and SaddlesBoots and Saddles
By the Weghe Farms, 7103 S. Hwy 83
Franktown, CO 80116 303303303---688688688---138813881388

Camp DatesCamp DatesCamp Dates: Oct. 7-10, Oct. 21-24, Nov. 4-7
Tues. thru Fri., 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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Our Community Calendar
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, 
you are strongly urged to double-check the time 
and place of any event you wish to attend by call-
ing the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., 
Oct. 6, 5:30, workshop on IGA with El Paso 
County for town review/approval of development 
applications within the Town’s urban growth 
area; 6:30 p.m., regular meeting; Monument 
Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Normally meets the 1st 
and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

• Monument Planning Commission, Wed., Oct. 
8, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. 
Normally meets the 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 
884-8017.

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission 
Workshop, Wed., Oct. 8, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Normally meets 
the 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953.

• Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., 
Oct. 9, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Normally meets the 2nd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

• Monument Parks and Landscape Committee, 
Tue., Oct. 14, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 
166 2nd St. Normally meets the 2nd Tue. each 
month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District, Tue., 
Oct. 14, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Normally 
meets the 2nd Tue., of each month. Info: 488-
2525.

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District 
Board, Wed., Oct. 15, 7 p.m., Station #2, 15000 
Sun Hills Drive. Normally meets the 3rd Wed. 
each month. Info: 488-8680 or 599-4068. 

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board 
Meeting, Thu., Oct. 16, 7 p.m., Lewis-Palmer 
Administration Building, 2nd and Jefferson. 
Normally meets the 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 
488-4700.

• Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Thu., Oct. 16, 7 p.m., conference room 
at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of 
Monument near the bowling alley. Normally 
meets the 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 481-2312. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., 
Oct. 20, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 
2nd St. Normally meets the 1st and 3rd Mon. each 
month. Info: 884-8017.     

• El Paso County Planning Commission, Tue., 
Oct. 21, 9 a.m., 27 E. Vermijo, 3rd Floor Hearing 
Room. Normally meets the 3rd Tue. and optionally 
the 4th Tue. each month. Info: 520-6300. 

• Triview Metropolitan District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Oct. 22, 4:30 p.m., district office, 
174 North Washington St. Normally meets the 4th 
Wed. each month. Info: 488-6868.

• Major Transportation Corridors Plan 
Community Meeting, Thu., Oct. 23, 6–8:30 
p.m., Lewis-Palmer Middle School Cafetorium, 
1776 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Contribute 
your concerns and ideas to the update of El 
Paso County’s Major Transportation Corridors 
Improvement Plan. Info: Jude Willcher, 659-
3941, or visit the web site and comment online: 
www.elpasoMTCP.com.  

• Woodmoor-Monument Fire Protection 
District Board Meeting, Mon., Oct. 27, 8 a.m., 
1855 Woodmoor Dr. Normally meets the 4th 
Mon. each month. Info: 488-3303. 

• Monument Police Advisory Committee, Wed., 
Oct. 29, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 
2nd St. Normally meets the last Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-2954. .  

• El Paso County Planning Commission, Tue., 

Oct. 28, 9 a.m., 27 E. Vermijo, 3rd Floor Hearing 
Room. This hearing will be held only if there are 
more items than can be completed Oct. 21. Info: 
520-6300. 

• Palmer Lake Vision Committee, Thu., Oct. 
30, 7 p.m., Lucretia Vaile Museum, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Join Mayor McDonald, Police Chief 
Dale Smith, and fellow citizens drafting a 
mission statement for the committee. Normally 
meets the last Thu. of each month at Palmer Lake 
Town Hall. Info: 481-2953. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., 
Nov. 3, 5:30 p.m., special workshop meeting; 6:
30 p.m., regular meeting. Monument Town Hall, 
166 2nd St.. Normally meets the 1st and 3rd Mon. 
each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• El Paso County Water Authority, Wed., Nov. 5, 
9 a.m., 27 E. Vermijo, 3rd Floor Hearing Room. 
Normally meets the 1st Wed. each month. Info: 
520-6300. 

• Monument Public Works Committee, Wed., 
Nov. 5, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 
2nd St. Normally meets the 1st Wed. each month. 
Info: 884-8017 or 481-2954. 

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Nov. 5, 7 p.m., Woodmoor 
Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Dr. Normally meets the 
1st Wed. each month. Info: 488-2694 or visit 
www.woodmoor.org.

• Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., 
Nov. 6, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Normally meets the 1st Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S

• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Monday 10 
a.m.–6 p.m., Wednesday 10 a.m.–8 p.m., Friday 
10 a.m.–6 p.m., and Saturday 10 a.m.–2 p.m., 66 
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are 
Mon.–Thur., 10 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.–
6 p.m., Sun., 1–5 p.m., 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library: Weekly Drawing–$5.00 
Gift Certificate. For the next 8 weeks, each 
time that you check out materials at the Palmer 
Lake Branch Library you are eligible to enter our 
weekly drawing, held Monday mornings. The 
winners will be notified by phone. The prize is a 
$5.00 gift certificate to Rock House Ice Cream! 
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. 
Info: 481-2587.

• Monument Library Wednesday Senior Coffee 
Chats, every Wed., 10–11 a.m. Seniors enjoy 
free coffee and conversation at Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 
488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every Wed., 
10:30 a.m. Stories and more for toddlers and 
children. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Wednesday Evenings 
@ Your Library, every Wed., 6–8 p.m. The 
staff of the Palmer Lake Branch Library invites 
you to come to your library on Wed. nights for 
refreshments! This is a great time to find out 
about library services, chat with your fellow 
book lovers, and have some “adult time!” Palmer 
Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587. 

• Monument Library Toddler Time, every Thu., 
10:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m., Rhymes & rhythms 
for kids up to 24 months. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370.

• Monument Library Snuggle-Up Storytimes, 
every Thu., 7 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and 

blankies welcome. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Friday Afternoon 
Bridge, every Fri., 1 p.m. in the community 
room, Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Kid’s Cake Decorating, 
Sat., Oct. 4, 2 p.m. Learn from an expert cake 
decorator how to make flowers, leaves, and 
borders out of icing and take home a cupcake 
masterpiece. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Workshop: Handmade 
Books & Cards, Sun., Oct. 5, 2–4 p.m. Charlotte 
Miller, local designer, artist, and teacher, will 
help you create an original handmade greeting 
card or accordion book. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370. 

• Monument Library: Electronic Job Searching, 
Tue., Oct. 7, 7–9 p.m. Identify potential 
employers and learn more about the companies 
you interview. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Movie Night–Free!, Tue., 
Oct. 14, 6:30 p.m. Enjoy Mel Brooks’ Young 
Frankenstein, rated PG. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370. 

• Monument Library: Book Discussion, Mary 
Shelley’s Frankenstein, Wed., Oct. 15, 1 p.m. 
Individuals and book groups are welcome 
to discuss the All Pikes Peak Reads 2003 
selection. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Stories in the Dark, Fri., 
Oct. 24, 7 p.m. Creepy creatures of the night 
read scary stories by candlelight to get you 
spooked for the season! Families are welcome. 
Recommended for brave children older than age 
seven! Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Frankly Fun! Sat., Oct. 
25, 1:30 p.m. Don’t miss this fabulous magician–
you won’t believe your eyes! Monument Branch 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 
488-2370.

• Palmer Lake: Stories in the Dark, Mon., 
Oct. 29, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. In a dark, dark room lit only by 
candlelight, stories and special effects will send 
chills and shivers up your spine and tickle your 
funny bone with tongue-in-cheek tales. Note: 
This library-sponsored fright night is suggested 
only for the very brave, ages eight and up. Info: 
481-2587.

• Monument Library: Book & Bake Sale, 
Sat., Nov. 1, 10 a.m.–3 p.m. Tri-Lakes Friends 
sponsors this event at Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Battle of the Cooks! 
Sat., Nov. 1, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. Bake a cake, pie, 
cookies, or bread and compete for great prizes! 
Recipes must be shared with library patrons. 
See Special Events and Notices section for 
categories. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library First Wednesday History 
Club, Wed., Nov. 5, 1–3 p.m. Read a book on 
the early American colonies. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370. 

• Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Nov. 7, 9 
a.m. Normally meets the 1st Fri. of each month. 
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. 
Info: 481-2587.

• Monument Library’s October Art Display is 
Watercolor Memories by Donna McFarland.
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For other library events, please check http:
//ppld.org/communityconnections/calendar.

O T H E R  E V E N T S

• Air Force Academy Toastmasters Club, every 
Monday, 5:30–6:30, Oracle Building off Voyager 
Parkway. Info: call Don, 481-8435, or visit 
www.d26toastmasters.org.

• NEPCO meeting, Sat., Oct. 4, 9:30–11 
a.m., Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. County Commissioner Wayne 
Williams will be speaking. Express your views 
and hear what he’s doing on the Baptist Road 
Rural Transportation Authority and other 
things. All are welcome to this meeting of local 
homeowners associations. Info: Steve Sery, 488-
8533. 

• Brews and Bluegrass at the Bistro, Sat., Oct. 
4, noon–5 p.m., Villa World Bistro, 75 W. Hwy 
105 in Palmer Lake. Taste Colorado microbrews, 
enjoy food and festivities including live bluegrass 
music and a silent auction while supporting 
Christmas Unlimited. Info: 481-2222.

• Palmer Lake Art Group’s 30th Annual 
Christmas Crafts Festival, Sat., Oct. 4, 9 a.m.–
6 p.m., and Sun., Oct. 5, 10 a.m.–4 p.m., Palmer 
Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Proceeds 
from this free show fund scholarships for Tri-
Lakes area students continuing their education in 
art. Info: Marcia Edwards, 481-0365.

• Palmer Lake Fire Station Open House, Sat., 
Oct. 4, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Sit in a fire truck; see the 
Flight for Life helicopter, Smokey the Bear, and a 
Junior Firefighters presentation. Info: 481-2953. 

• Frankenstein–The Play, September 19-October 
12. In association with PPLD’s All Pikes Peak 
Reads 2003, Theatreworks of Colorado Springs 
and the Flying Machine Theater Company of 
New York City present an original adaptation 
of Frankenstein.  Call 262-3232 for ticket prices 
and show times.

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck 
Luncheon, Wed., Oct. 8, 11:30 a.m., Black 
Forest Community Church, Shoup and Black 
Forest Road. Normally meets the 2nd Wed. of 
each month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-6787 or 
Chuck Eaton at 495-2443. For reservations for 
the Nov. Christmas Show in Branson, call Kay at 
481-4429. 

• Tri-Lakes Marketing Forum, Wed., Oct. 8, 8:
30 a.m., Gleneagle Golf Club. Info: 481-3282.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, 
Thu., Oct. 9, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 
18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument near the 
bowling alley. Normally meets the 2nd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-3364.

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Social 
& Dinner, Thu., Oct. 9, 6:30–9 p.m., Woodmoor 
Country Club. Connect with women in business. 
Normally meets the 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 
Tonya Whaley 484-0677; Rhonda Fullmer, 481-
6352. 

• Creative Crafters’ Showcase Annual Craft 
Show, Sat., Oct. 11, 9 a.m.–4:30 p.m. & Sun., 
Oct. 12, 11 a.m.–4 p.m., Lewis-Palmer High 
School, Higby Rd. in Monument. Cost, $3. Take 
I-25 to exit 158, follow the signs. Info: 488-
3046. 

• Fall Festival in Downtown Monument, Sat., 
Oct. 11, 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Fun for the whole family 
with hayrides, workshops, prizes, scarecrow 
contest, and more. Info: 481-2850. 

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry 
Super Saturday: Rats ‘n’ Bats, Sat., Oct. 11, 1 
p.m. What scurries below and flutters overhead 
in the darkness of Colorado’s mines? Come 
discover the wild side of mining and learn how 
creepy critters and mining are related! Cost $3, 
members free. 1025 E. Northgate Rd. Take I-
25 to the Gleneagle Exit (156A); the museum 
entrance is immediately east of the interstate, 
just opposite the north entrance to the U. S. 

Air Force Academy. Info: 488-0880 or visit 
www.wmmi.org.

• Pikes Peak Group of the Sierra Club Meeting, 
Tue., Oct. 14, 7 p.m., Penrose Library, Carnegie 
Reading Room, 20 N. Cascade, Colo. Springs. 
Howard Drossman and Julie Francis of the 
Catamount Institute will describe the role of the 
Institute and similar nonprofit organizations in 
protecting the environment. Info: Janet Marletto, 
226-1474, or jcmarletto@msn.com.

• Women’s Business Owners and Managers 
Luncheon, Tue., Oct. 14, 11:30 a.m., Gleneagle 
Golf Club. Info: 481-3282.

• Empty Bowl Dinner, Wed., Oct. 15, 5–7:30 
p.m., Lewis-Palmer High School, Higby Rd. in 
Monument. Cost, $15, benefits Tri-Lakes Cares. 
Tickets sold at Covered Treasures Bookstore, 
Pankratz Studio and Gallery, Petal Pushin’, Rock 
House Ice Cream, Salon 105, Tri-Lakes Printing, 
Tri-Lakes Tribune. Info: Gloria Ingram, 487-
8713.

• Palmer Lake Historical Society, Thu., Oct. 16, 
Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Susan Appleby, author of Fading Past, will 
reveal the intriguing story of Douglas County. 
Info: 481-8623. 

• “Plugged In” Music Event, Fri., Oct. 17, 7:30 
p.m., St. Peter Catholic Church, 55 N. Jefferson, 
Monument. This event, open to all and for 
all ages, will benefit Tri-Lakes Cares. Faith 
Infusion will lead modern praise music. Bring a 
non-perishable food item to donate. Optional, a 
munchie or beverage to share. Info: 481-3511 or 
599-5826. 

• Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon Meeting, 
Fri., Oct. 17, 11:30 a.m., Embassy Suites Garden 
Terrace Room. A fall fashions show by Coldwater 
Creek at Briargate Shoppes is the feature 
presentation. Normally meets the 3rd Fri. each 
month except summer. Info and reservations: 
Cecilia Neill, 481-1283; Mary Drexler, 488-
8298. 

• Tri-Lakes Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., Oct. 
17, 11 a.m., at the Air Force Academy Officer’s 
Club. The program topic is women’s health. All 
interested women living in School District 38 
are invited to join. The club has various interest 
groups throughout the year and sponsors the 
annual Pine Forest Antiques Show and Sale. 
Reservations are required; call Jackie Timura, 
481-6923; or at www.tlwc.net under reservations. 
Info: visit www.tlwc.net or call Theresa Lee, 
487-3017, or Junette Pearson, 481-0771. 

• Business After Hours, 
Tue., Oct. 21, 5:30–7:
30 p.m., Security Title, 
1864 Woodmoor Dr. 
Suite 100. Normally 
meets the 3rd Tue. each 
month. Info: 481-3282.

• MOMS Club of 
Monument New 
Member Social, Fri., 
Oct. 24. New member 
socials are held the 
Friday before the 
last Wednesday of 
each month. A great 
opportunity for moms 
and kids! Contact 
Amy G. at 488-1718 
for information and 
directions.

• Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts Concert 
Fundraiser, Sat., Oct. 
25, 7:30, 304 Highway 
105 in Palmer Lake. 
Popular, award-winning 
local performing artists 
Phil Volan, Joe Uveges, 
Jim Sokol, Joleen Bell, 
and Jennifer Griffis will 

entertain. Cost: $15 for members and $18 for 
non-members. Doors open at 7 p.m. Info: 481-
0475 or visit www.trilakesarts.com.

• Small Town Trick-or-Treat, Fri., Oct. 31, 4–6 
p.m., downtown Monument. Historic Monument 
Merchants will hand out candy to children. See 
the whimsical scarecrows on display throughout 
town. Info: 481-3282.

• Monument Homemakers Club monthly 
potluck lunch, Thu., Nov. 6, 11:30 a.m., 
Monument Town Hall. Normally meets the 1st 
Thu. each month. Info: Kay Reuteler, President 
at 488-3263. 

• Palmer Divide Quiltmakers, Thu., Nov. 6, 
7 p.m., Church of Woodmoor, Furrow Rd. 
Normally meets the 1st Thu. each month. Info: 
488-0074.

• Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts presents the 
Black, White & Other Colors Show, Nov. 
7–Nov. 26, 304 Highway 105, Palmer Lake. 
Opening celebration Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. Info: 481-
0475 or visit www.trilakesarts.com.

• Women Empowering Women in Life (WE 
WIL), Mon., Nov.10, 6:30 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. This new business/social 
networking group is for women entrepreneurs 
and business owners, or those wanting to start 
their own business. Info: Kathleen Frosch, 
488-4089. 

Women Empowering Women in Life (WE WIL), 
Mon., Dec.1, 6:30 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. This new business/social 
networking group is for women entrepreneurs 
and business owners, or those wanting to start 
their own business. Info: Kathleen Frosch, 
488-4089.

To have your Tri-Lakes area event listed in Our 
Community Calendar, please contact Judy Barnes 
at (719) 481-4164, FAX (719) 488-3455, P.O. 
Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132-1742, or     
our_community_calendar@hotmail.com.

INTERIOR DESIGN STUDIO

USAN�S PLACE
AT TWIN PINESS

for an appointment call

719.488.9866

...arrange your existing 
furnishings

...select new furniture, 
window & wall treatments,
flooring & accessories

...with new home construction 
& remodeling design

...with any size project�
residential or commercial

...with any size budget 

Susan L. Miner, asid

Custom doesn�t always cost more...
...but it always looks that way!

Susan can help you...
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Photo by Sky Hall

Guitar Lessons
  by Tracy

$20 per lesson

488-2204
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TREE MAN
Fire Prevention—Tree Care

Insured and #1 — (719) 488-1818
“Because when it comes to tree care, we care.”

• Road and lot clearing
• Thinning
• Brush and dead or live tree

removal
• Tree trimming
• Storm damage 24/7
• Tree bracing
• Slash (tree branches and 

brush) chipping

• Hedge trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Raking
• Hauling (wood, branches, 

chips, and pine needles)
• Tree spraying
• And small tree planting any-

where you want it after each 
dead or live tree is removed.

Residential and Commercial — Senior Discounts
Payment plans available — Now how can you beat that?

So if you are being FireWise and keeping your trees clean and 
alive, call us, Jon or Bill, your #1 arborist, for a FREE ESTIMATE!

GOT MOLD?
Call AmeriDri 388-8509

•   Certified Indoor Environmentalist
•   Certified Mold Remediator
•   Certified Water Damage Specialist
•   Local Tri-Lakes Business 
•   Member Pikes Peak BBB

Visual
Mold Inspection

$25 OFF*

Whole House
Attic to Crawl 

Space

Complete
Mold Inspection

$50 OFF*

Whole House
Attic to Crawl 

Space
*Coupons expire 10/31/03
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