
By Jim Kendrick
At the beginning of the Oct. 16 Monu-
ment Board of Trustees (BOT) meeting, 
Team O2 Investments, LLC gave a brief 
overview of its proposed water slide resort 
development to be constructed at the south 
end of the vacant land bordered by Baptist 
Road, I-25, the Air Force Academy, and 
the Santa Fe Trail. About a year ago, this 
proposal had been presented to the city 
of Colorado Springs for a development 
known as the Outrageous Oasis (O2) at 
a location near Northgate Road, but no 
agreement was reached. Potential water 
use was a significant issue in that proposed 
development.

After the public portion of the BOT 
agenda had been completed, the board 
went into executive session for real estate 
negotiations. During this lengthy session, 
behind closed doors with the developer, the 
trustees negotiated an incentive package 
for the project. Long after citizens and the 
press had left Town Hall, the board unani-
mously approved an incentive package for 
the developer, Team O2, that will be final-
ized at the next BOT meeting on Nov. 6. 

The BOT agreed in principle to re-
bate all user fee revenues plus the town’s 
share (2 percent) of Monument’s 3 percent 
sales tax for a 10-year period that begins 
when the resort opens. The rebates are 
an inducement to the developer to build 
the water slide resort within the town’s 
boundaries. This rebated revenue may be 
used only for “public” improvements such 
as landscaping, road enhancements, street 
lighting, and decorative fountains. Under 
the agreement, the rebate could not be used 
for buildings or furnishings. 

Water and sewer utility service for the 
water park will be provided by the Forest 

Lakes Metropolitan District rather than by 
the town’s Public Works Department and 
Monument Sanitation District. 

Sales tax revenue is shared by the town 
and the Forest Lakes district on a 2-to-1 ba-
sis, in contrast to the 50-50 split the town 
has with Triview Metropolitan District. 
The metro district would still receive its 1 
percent share of the 3 percent Monument 
sales tax from Team O2 Investments, LLC 
under the proposed agreement. 

The resort development would still be 
subject to town property taxes and Bap-
tist Road Rural Transportation Authority 
(BRRTA) traffic impact fees, as well as the 
proposed temporary BRRTA 1-cent sales 
tax if ballot question A is approved by 
BRRTA voters in the Nov. 7 election. 

Team O2 property taxes will be allo-
cated directly to the Monument Police De-
partment. If there are more than 357 calls 
per year during the 10-year rebate period, 
the direct costs of the additional calls will 
be taken from the rebated 2 percent sales 
tax revenue. 

No additional incentives from the 
town or any from the metro district had 
been publicly announced before OCN’s 
publication deadline for this edition. 

Trustee comments
Mayor Byron Glenn reported that he and 
Town Manager Cathy Green had met with 
Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board 
President Jes Raintree and Assistant Su-
perintendent Ray Blanch to discuss ways 

that the two boards could work together 
on athletic facilities and improvements on 
Higby Road. 

Glenn also reported that the town is 
looking for a citizen volunteer to fill a slot 
on the Pikes Peak Area Council of Gov-
ernment’s Citizen Advisory Committee. 
Anyone interested in volunteering should 
contact the town at 884-8017.

Glenn said that County Commis-
sioner Wayne Williams, a member of the 
Colorado Transportation Advisory Com-
mittee, had told him that the committee 
had directed the Colorado Department of 
Transportation to complete its top seven 
road projects by 2026. The Baptist Road 
interchange improvement and widening of 
I-25 north through Monument are two of 
these projects. 

Glenn also noted that the number of 
building permits issued by the Pikes Peak 
Regional Building Department this year 
was down to 3,200 from 4,500 at this time 
last year. 

Police Department awards
Monument Police Chief Jacob Shirk pre-
sented Citizen Awards and Certificates 
of Appreciation to several people for two 
separate actions.

On May 24, King Soopers retail in-
vestigators Chad Albaugh and Steven Pol-
lard suspected that two individuals were 
performing check fraud throughout El 
Paso County. After their transactions were 
videotaped, the two suspects were arrested 
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in coordination with the Monument Police 
Department. Further investigation led to 
felony indictments and arrests of three 
accomplices with the help of the El Paso 
County Sheriff’s Office, Colorado Springs 
Police Department, and U.S. Postal Ser-
vice Inspector General’s Office. 

Cheryl Marshal of the Palmer Divide 
Public Safety Group; Laura Vertucci, as-
sistant to the director of D-38 Auxiliary 
Services; and Monument Police Officer 
Steve Blaskowsky provided highly note-
worthy coordination for the town’s first 
Emergency Preparedness Fair for the 
Palmer Divide Public Safety Group on 
Sept. 16 at the Lewis-Palmer High School. 

Resort presentation
Ed Hilligras and Ty Candreia of Team 

O2 Investments, LLC gave a short slide 
presentation on their plans to develop the 
vacant property, which is currently zoned 
as industrial. Their proposal included a 
family destination resort plus retail and 
commercial office space. 

The firm’s headquarters and executive 
offices would be moved to this location 
during an eight-year development plan. 
The parcel will be developed sequentially, 
from the south end of the parcel to the 
north end. 

Phase 1 of the proposed development, 
would take two years to complete. Phases 2 
and 3 in the middle of the parcel, between 
the northern boundary of the Academy and 
Jackson Creek, would be built in years two 
through six. Phases 4 and 5 at the north end 

would be constructed in years five through 
eight. The latter four phases would include 
restaurants, retail, and office buildings. The 
filing sketches only showed the boundaries 
of the filings and notional roads. 

Sketches of the exteriors of the pro-
posed resort buildings featured stucco 
with timber and stone enhancements and 
green metal roofs. Hilligras also noted 
they were similar to drawings and sketches 
previously presented to the town. 

Hilligras proposed a dedication of one 
to two acres on the southeast corner of Old 
Denver Highway and Baptist Road for a 
fire station, which is the northwest corner 
of the parcel. 

Green said the Board of Trustees was 
in a peculiar position of having to act as its 
own economic development corporation in 
conducting confidential real estate negotia-
tions with Team O2 due to the highly com-
petitive nature of luring the developers to 
Monument. 

Three preliminary/final 
plats  approved

The preliminary/final plats for Filings 
9 and 10 of the Monument Marketplace 
were unanimously approved. Filing 9 is 1.6 
acres for a 10,000-square-foot retail pad 
on the northwest corner of Jackson Creek 
Parkway and Leather Chaps Drive. Filing 

10 is 1.3 acres for the clock tower and plaza 
in the middle of the west side of the center, 
next to I-25. 

Trustee Travis Easton proposed mak-
ing repairs of a manhole lid, grate, and 
orifice plate in the drainage next to Home 
Depot as conditions of approval for the fil-
ings. Vision Development project manager 
Rick Blevins objected, saying the drainage 
issues were “totally nonrelated” to the two 
plats. Town Attorney Gary Shupp agreed 
with Blevins. 

Trustee Tim Miller asked Blevins to 
install reflectors on left turn lanes in the 
median of Jackson Creek Parkway before 
it snowed again. Blevins and Director of 
Development Services Tom Kassawara 
said the median belongs to Triview Metro-
politan District. 

Glenn asked Kassawara about the sta-
tus of screening for Vision Development’s 
trailers in the storage and construction 
areas north of Leather Chaps and near the 
electric substation. Blevins said the trailers 
would be permanently removed within a 
week or two, resolving the issue. Blevins 
noted that sales of single-family homes had 
slowed considerably, but two new develop-
ments with lower-priced houses will soon 
begin sales, and this may offset the lull. 

The board also retroactively approved 
its own plat for the ongoing expansion of 
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the water treatment facility on the northwest 
corner of Beacon Lite Road and Second Street. 
Engineering consultant GMS, Inc. had discov-
ered that the town had never platted this parcel 

prior to construction of the original water treat-
ment plant, while GMS was seeking a building 
permit from Regional Building for the expansion 
of the plant. 
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All three plat proposals had been unanimously ap-
proved by the Planning Commission. 

Public Works plans presented
Public Works Director Rich Landreth presented an over-
view of his department’s 2007 budget. There are new water 

budget line items to more easily track expenditures for: 
• Monument Creek Transit Loss Model ($18,000) to more 

accurately measure actual flows and increase storage 
potential in Monument Lake

• Purchases of equipment for the town’s water meter 
replacement program

• Construction of a new water tank ($600,000)
• Replacement generators ($77,000) 
• Booster pump station building upgrade ($33,000)
• Purchase of renewable water sources
• Membership fees for Palmer Divide Water Group 

($25,000) and El Paso County Water Authority ($1100)

Some other highlights were:
• Construction of the restrooms in Dirty Woman Creek 

Park on Mitchell Avenue is almost complete. 
• Limbach Park at Second and Front Street has a new sign 

and several new trees.
• Plans are being developed by graduate landscape 

architect students of the University of Denver for 
upgrades and a band shell in 2007 to be funded in part 
by $12,000 from the Historic Monument Merchants 
Association.

• New flag poles and landscaping will be installed by the 
new town entry at Second Street and Highway 105, and 
the irrigation system for the plants has been upgraded

• A Crystal Creek drainage culvert will be engineered 
and installed in early 2007 for Beacon Lite Road. 

• The new Public Works garage was expected to be 
completed with the installation of a heating system at 
the end of October, and the old shop will be converted 
to offices. 

• Storage plans for Monument Lake should be approved 
by the state by early November. The lake then can be 

refilled using excess effluent purchases from 
Donala Water and Sanitation District. 
• All repairs and maintenance of wells, 
except well 7, should be completed before the 
expansion of the water treatment facility is 
completed. Well 7 will require significant repairs 
next spring.
• Storm drainage pipes, sidewalks, curb, 
and gutter will be installed on Third Street from 
Beacon Lite to Front Street. 
• There are no plans by Colorado 
Department of Transportation at this time to 
install a traffic signal at the intersection of 
Beacon Lite and Highway 105 while the new 
Town Hall and Police Department building is 
being constructed on the southwest corner. 
• There is money set aside for 
refurbishment of the town’s skateboard park but 
no plans or construction schedules have been 
developed due to lack of committee participation 
by users and parents as requested by the board 
and town staff. 
• The town is offering to take over 
snowplowing, road repair, and landscaping 
contracts for Triview Metropolitan District and 
purchase an additional truck, plow, and mower. It 
will create an assistant director position and two 
other new full-time positions plus an additional 
summer employee. Otherwise, the town will not 
renew its existing street sweeping contract with 
Triview. 
Discussion: Green said the town would not sign 

an expanded maintenance 

contract unless all costs were recovered by the town for 
this labor-intensive endeavor. Glenn said the town will 
take over all these operations in the future “when Triview 
goes away.” Triview is a developer district that is to be dis-
solved after all road and utility construction is completed 
and the district has paid off its bond debt, which is cur-
rently $47.1 million.

Landreth said he would like to perform all Jackson 
Creek utility services for Triview or none at all, due to 
repeated problems by another contractor over-sanding 
Jackson Creek roads. Easton asked if the board could have 
a joint meeting with the Triview board to discuss all these 
issues. 

Trustee Dave Mertz asked who would be responsible 
for cleaning up Lyons Tail Road of all the mud and gravel 
from construction trucks between Jackson Creek Parkway 
and Leather Chaps Drive. Glenn noted that the property 
owner for the townhome construction site should also re-
pair the large pothole in Lyons Tail near the temporary 
driveway for all the dump trucks that has been caused by 
failure to reseed parts of that parcel after the vegetation 
was removed by grading. Landreth said Triview District 
Manager Larry Bishop was responsible for those prob-
lems. 

Glenn said he will ask the board to annex Baptist 
Road and Higby Road after all planned improvements are 
completed by El Paso County, as well as Old Denver High-
way, so that the town could have more complete control of 
these major roads within its boundaries. 

Payments over $5,000
The board unanimously approved eight payments over 
$5,000 that were proposed by Treasurer Pamela Smith:
• $46,309 to Triview Metropolitan District for its share 

of August sales tax ($40,000) and September special 
ownership tax ($6,309) 

• $235,649 for prepayment of a Colorado Water Control 
Board loan for the Monument dam 

• $73,877 for prepayment of a Colorado Water Control 
Board loan for the 1995 loan for well 2

• $5,472 to All Purpose Paving, Inc. for non-budgeted 
emergency road repairs at Beacon Lite Road and 
Highway 105

• $13,867 to GMS, Inc. for well 9 and planning 
consultation

• $27,374 to Bosco Constructors, Inc. for well 9 contract 
change orders

• $7,717 to Bosco Constructors, Inc. for other well 9 
contract change orders

• $6,730 to Mountain View Electric Association for 
design, purchase, and installation of a new fiberglass 
pole security/street light for the intersection of Ranchero 
Valley Way and Old Denver Highway requested by 
Santa Fe Trails resident Ginger Boult at the Oct. 2 BOT 
meeting 

Smith noted that the two water loan prepayments were 
approved at the Oct. 2 BOT meeting as part of the 2006 
budget restatement. 

Staff reports and updates
Development Services Director Tom Kassawara reported 
that developer BK-LOR, LLC is preparing a preliminary/
final PD site plan for the Lake of the Rockies project. He 
also said that CDOT had not yet approved a traffic signal 
for the intersection of Highway 105 and Knollwood Drive, 
even though all required documentation had been submit-
ted by all the responsible property owners who are sharing 
the cost of installation. 

Kassawara also said that the BOT and staff concur 
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Right: Monument 
Police Chief Jacob 
Shirk presented Citizen 
Awards and Certificates 
of Appreciation to 
King Soopers Retail 
Investigators Chad 
Albaugh and Steven 
Pollard. On May 24, 
2006, they  recognized 
two individuals passing 
fraudulent checks in 
the store. Albaugh 
and Pollard arrested 
the two individuals 
in coordination with 
the Monument Police 
Department. Further 
investigation led to felony indictments and arrests of three accomplices and seizure 
of equipment used to make the fraudulent checks.   Photo by Jim Kendrick
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with the YMCA’s proposal to have a traffi c light installed 
at the new YMCA access on Jackson Creek Parkway north 
of the existing Higby Road traffi c signal. An agreement 
has been worked out by staff so that this new YMCA ac-
cess will be aligned with a new access to the north park-
ing lot of Lewis-Palmer High School from Jackson Creek 
Parkway. The signal will probably be an “on-demand” 
light that only changes when triggered by the presence of a 
vehicle exiting the YMCA or school parking lots. 

The existing traffi c signal at the Higby Road inter-
section will eventually be deactivated—eliminating any 
potential sequencing problems with the YMCA traffi c 
signal—when a new segment of Higby Road is built west 
of the Harness Road intersection. The new southwesterly 
alignment will intersect Jackson Creek Parkway closer 
to the Monument Marketplace. Bowstring Drive will 
be extended south of its existing intersection with what 
will become “Old” Higby Road, across the new segment 
of Higby Road, to connect with the recently constructed 
segment that intersects with Leather Chaps Drive. That 
segment serves as the primary access to the Remington 
Hills development. 

Glenn said the town should vacate the segment of 
“Old” Higby Road between Bowstring and Jackson Creek 
Parkway, so the high school can use it for a primary ac-
cess road and parking for football games and other school 
events. 

Chief Shirk reported that the police had posted the 
skateboard park as closed and would arrest trespassers. 
Landreth added that boulders had been placed in the park-
ing lot to preclude loitering in automobiles. Shirk also said 
that his offi cers are visiting area schools several times a 

week, and he is coordinating with school administrators 
of Grace Best Elementary School and Creekside Middle 
school to let them know about juvenile arrests related to 
those schools. He will also coordinate with private schools 
within the town boundaries. 

Green reported that one of the two owners of the 
completed homes in Trails End that have a combination 
of stucco, stone, and lapboard siding was unhappy that the 
town had prohibited his existing siding. Green suggested 
that the board meet with this owner to discuss if he could 
be granted an exception to the policy decision made after 
he moved in, or negotiate how stucco would have to be 
applied to the sides and rear of his home by builder Rich-
mond Homes. The board agreed to Green’s proposal for a 
meeting. 

Negotiations in closed session
The board went into executive session at 8:
05 p.m. to receive advice on specifi c legal 
questions and to conduct real estate nego-
tiations. After the board returned to regular 
open session, it unanimously passed a motion 
to approve a memo of understanding between 
the town and the other agency members of the 
Palmer Divide Water Group to pursue alterna-
tive water resources. 

A second motion to approve, in concept, 
an economic development incentive package 
to Team O2 Investments LLC for the develop-
ment of a destination family resort in Monu-
ment also passed unanimously. The details of 
the agreement is expected to be the subject of 
a resolution at the Nov. 6 Board of Trustees 

meeting. Wording of the unanimously approved “Draft in 
Progress” on page 6.

Other Matters
The board unanimously approved a resolution for a proc-
lamation that designated October as Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month and urged women to seek early detection of 
this “most common life-threatening disease.” 

The board unanimously approved a resolution ap-
pointing Planning Commissioner John Kortgardner to fi ll 
the specifi cally designated planning commission seat on 
the Monument Board of Adjustments. 

The next BOT meeting will be on Nov. 6 at 6:30 p.m. 
in Town Hall, 166 Second St. Meetings are normally held 
the fi rst and third Monday of the month. 

Above: Ed Hilligras of Team O2 
Investments, LLC gave a short slide 
presentation on their plans to develop 
a destination water park resort, retail, 
and commercial offi ce space on the 
vacant property bounded by Baptist 
Road to the north, I-25 to the east, 
the Air Force Academy to the south, 
and the Santa Fe Trail to the west.  
This vacant parcel is currently zoned 
industrial. Photo by Jim Kendrick

488-5776

Sundance Studio, 1450 
Cipriani Loop, Monument

5:45 am M/W/F
   7:45 am M/W/F
   9:15 am M/T/W/Th/F+

   7:45 am & 9:15 am Sat
   4:00 pm Sun

+Childcare available
Personal Touch
 10:30 am M/F
 7:45 & 10:30 am T/Th

Lewis-Palmer Elementary 
School, 1315 Lake 
Woodmoor Drive
   4:00 pm M/T/Th
   6:00 pm M/T/Th

Black Forest Community 
Church, 6845 Shoup Road, 
Black Forest
   5:30 pm M/W
   7:45 am Sat

All Fitness Levels Welcome

FirstFirst

Month
Month

Only $20!

Only $20!**

*With EFT registration. Joining fee required.
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Draft agreement with Team O2
“Its purpose is to provide certain financial 
incentives to Team O2 Investments, LLC, for 
the purpose of developing a destination family 
resort in Monument.
THE PARTIES therefore state as follows:
1. The Town has determined that the promotion 

of economic development and employment 
opportunities and the retention of existing 
business and employment opportunities are 
in the best interests of the citizens of the 
Town of Monument.

2. Team O2 Investments is in the process of 
developing plans for a destination family 
resort located in Monument, Colorado.

3. The Town Board of Trustees has determined 
that the following financial incentives are 
appropriate and shall be conveyed to Team 
O2 Investments, LLC.

 a. The Town of Monument will rebate 
100% of the Town’s portion of the sales 
tax, not to exceed any collection limitations 

imposed by the TABOR amendment, for a 
ten year period of time. The ten years will 
begin the day the resort opens for business 
and will be inclusive of all development 
located within the resort district.

 b. The Town of Monument will rebate 
100% of its portion of the users fee tax to 
Team O2 Investments LLC at the time a 
land use permit is signed off by the Town of 
Monument.

 c. The Town of Monument will not rebate 
the Town’s portion of property tax, and will 
instead provide these funds to the Monument 
Department of Law Enforcement for the 
purpose of public safety. If calls originating 
from the resort district exceed 357 calls per 
year, an amount of funds equaling the cost 
of additional calls will be withheld from the 
sales tax rebate. The calls will be monitored 
on an annual basis.”

Jan

…for State Representative, HD 20

Your

Vote
is Your

Voice...

Choice!
is Your

…for ethical government and fiscal responsibility
…for alternative energy sources, fossil fuel 

independence, and cleaner air and water 
…for responsible growth and protection of our 

natural resources, especially water 
…for keeping religion out of our government

and government out of our personal lives
…for improved public education
…for affordable healthcare 
…for business opportunity, jobs, and better pay

www.janhejtmanek.com
Paid for by The Committee to Elect Jan Hejtmanek
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Yes for LP Kids

The following people support  
Lewis Palmer School District #38 & are voting  

Yes on 3D and 3E.

Tommie Plank 
Michael Pomarico 
Vickie Pomarico 
Connie Profitt 
Lanette Prosseda 
Mary Pucci 
R. Kevin Quin 
Diane Racicot 
Elizabeth Rael 
Jes Raintree 
Shawn Raintree  
Tim Rector 
Rusty Reed 
Barbara Reed-Polty 
Jamie Reigert 
Kelli Reinmuth 
Barbara Reynolds 
Tina Rhodes 
Michele Richardson 
Susan Rork 
Roberta Ross 
Lisa Ruhnow 
Margie Ryan 
Rick Ryan 
Tammie Sandin 
Pamela Sartori 
Kris Scarsbrook 
Vince Scarsbrook 
Jane Sergeant 
Dena Shell 
Susan Sherman 
Karen Shuman 
Jan Sievert 
Caroline Simzisko 
Deanna Smiley 
Ed Smith 
Terri Stowe 
Dallas Strawn 
Terri Sullivan 
Dori Sutton 
Suzanne Tafoya 
Renee Taylor 
John Teague 
Philip Tedor 
Ab Tellez 
Anne Tellez 
Brie Temple 
Libby Theune 
Tom Theune 
Ted Thompson 
Kirk H. Thorne 
Karina Tominello 
Michael Tominello 
Candace Torrance 
Kathie Tremaine 

Mitch Carter 
Tanya Carter 
Tony Cerato 
Kim Chapman 
Wendy Chase 
Michael Chulick 
Tammy Chulick 
Denise Clark 
Lindsey Cleue 
Ted Coberly 
Jeanette Cole 
Carrie Commerford 
Kelly Cotter 
Beth Courrau 
Heather Cross 
John Curran 
Karen D�Amour 
Beth Davis 
Chris Dawson 
Emma DeKler 
Shera DeCoud 
Brian DeKam 
Joe Dekleva 
LouAnn Dekleva 
Aileen Dickey 
Dave Dilley 
Carrie Dockins 
Robert Dockins 
Laura Douglas 
Jane Duncan 
Diana Dunston 
Dee Dee Eaton 
Hugh Eaton 
Corey Eberty 
Eric Edstrom 
Tracey Edstrom 
Cynthia Eversole 
Andrea Fabry 
Chris Fabry 
Eileen Facinelli 
Kelly Farmer 
Darcie Farrow 
Bob Felice 
Lisa Fillo 
Steve Fillo 
Nancy H. Fitzsche 
Lynn Flood 
Bob Foster 
Hayes Fraser 
Susan Fraser 
Margie Frostman 
Shelly Fuellenbach 
Susan Fuller 
Greg Fuller 
Chris Furrow 

Carrie Gallegos 
Margo Gasta 
Iren Ghasem 
Amy Giacomelli 
Bob Goldberg 
Sara Goldberg 
Bill Goth 
Deborah Goth 
Susan Graczyk 
Eric Gustafson 
Suann Guill 
Gina Hagglof 
Lisa Hatfield 
Carol Hattrup 
Leo M. Hattrup 
Marie Haney 
Glenda Hawkison 
Scott Hayes 
Laurie Healy 
Chris Henderson 
Sherry Henderson 
Bob Herrfeldt 
Margaret Herrfeldt 
Susan Hippe 
Andrew Hoffman 
Eva Hornung 
Matt Hornung 
James Howard 
Barb Huey 
Sue Huismann 
Betty Hutchinson 
Amelia Ianetta 
Keith Jacobus 
Joanne Jensen 
Cathy Johlfs 
John Johlfs 
Daniel Johnson 
Darlene Johnson 
Marissa Jones 
Victoria Kalthoff 
Alan Kamp 
Kristina Kazlaysky 
Mark Keisling 
Kelly Kempf-Mobley 
Craig Ketels 
Julie King 
Diane Kingsland 
Sandy Kirby 
Wendi Kirchhogefer 
Ray Kilmer 
Naomi Knaff 
Tim Kostenbauer 
Bill Kraus 
Susan Kraus 
Cathy LaVerde 

Debbie Leasure 
Eileen Leslie 
Ray Leslie 
Kern Lewis 
Helen Liou 
Laine Lobban 
Leslie Lobban 
Glenn Lodwig 
Joe Luksic 
John Magerko 
Suzanne Magerko 
Joe Maier 
Stacy Maier 
Lucritia Marchelt 
Christopher Marter 
Marilee Marter 
Steve McCutcheon 
Jan McKinley 
Mike McKinley 
Jane McNally 
Dale Memulh 
Stacey Meszaros 
Al Mikelson 
Leslie Mikelson 
Christy Milks 
Dennis Milks 
Debbie Miller 
Duey Miller 
Juliene Miller 
Terry Miller 
Alexis Miller-Gibbore 
Dorine Mirchandam 
Paula Mooney 
Becky Moulden 
Michelle Nay 
Suzanne Newton 
Doyle Oakley 
Scott Obermeyer 
Seann O�Connor 
Amy O�Dair 
Mike O�Dair 
Lisa Olson 
Amy Owens 
Sandy Pachunka 
Pam Parco 
Gina Pascale 
Eugene A. Peterson 
Sherri Pepple 
Luis Perez 
Mary Perez 
Terri Peterson 
Ha Quyen Pharm-
Nyguyen
Tori Phillips 
Stephen Plank 

Dee Adelgren 
Becky Albright 
Kathy Allen 
Chris Anonseon 
Bill Anonsen 
Michelle Anonsen 
Paula Arakawa 
Michelle Asher 
Lynn Asman 
Russ Asman 
Yvonne Athey 
Michelle Atkinson 
Brad Bailey 
Chris Bailey 
Christine Bailey 
Jennifer Ballentine 
Teresa Barnes 
Karen Bassett 
Ted Bauman 
Michele Baxter 
Wade Baxter 
Bill Beckwith 
Deborah Beckwith 
Phoebe Belteau 
Ted Belteau 
Mark Brewer 
Tammie Bireeter 
Carla Blackburn-Slate 
Ray Blanch 
Suzie Blanch 
Rafe Blood, Jr. 
Monica Bobak 
Wendi Bornstein 
Melissa Bonser 
Laura Bopp 
Richard Bopp 
Claire Boynton 
Mark Bradley 
Jay Brandt 
Jodi Bridges 
Kim Briding 
Brenda Brondum 
Daryl Brondum 
Mark Bruning 
Don Bryant 
Gina Bryant 
Kelly Bryant 
Ken Bryant 
Steve Burford 
Susan Burget 
Jackie Burhans 
Kid Butterfield 
Joy Cameron 
Kreig Campbell 
Melinda Carpenter 

Abby Trowbrige 
Anne Trytten 
Elizabeth Turner 
Tom Turney 
Jennifer Van Dylze 
Lori Wagner 
Cindy Walsmann 
Cheryl Wangeman 
Shelley Warner 
Melissa Weeks 
Kathy Weiler 
Ron Wessel 
Dave Wheeler 
Kathy Wiederaenders 
Cathy Wilcox 
Gail Wilson 
Lisanne Wilson 
Mary Beth Wilson 
Marie Wissler 
Joanna Witt 
Donna Wood 
Cathy Woodworth 
Woody Woodworth 
Becky Yoder 
Gina Zelkin 
Jim Zeretix 
Cynthia Zook 

LPEA 
Mary Jane Abby 
Sue Abbott 
Cynthia Ahl Reid 
Cathy Bailey 
Angie Bates 
Michele Baxter 
Wade Baxter 
Joshua Belk 
Denna Bennett 
Melissa Bent 
Linda Biondi 
Kendra Boone 
Kristin Boyd 
Yvette Brown 
Darcy Bryant 
Jenny Day 
Tim Evans 
Matt Fackelman 
Denise Fiedler 
Kristi Follett 
Debbie Fraley 
Margie Frostman 
Susan Fuller 
Peggi Gaggi 
Deanna Glasl 
Monte Gutowski 

Audrey Haley 
Carolyn Harvey 
Glenda Hawkinson 
Jennifer Hayden 
Lissa Hoeprich 
Kathryn Holley 
Sidney Hough 
Pam Howard 
Joanne Howells 
Melanie Hudson 
Greg Jackson 
Arman Jamie 
Marc Johnson 
Melody Kahtava 
Karen Kennedy 
Brian Kerska 
Mary Ketels 
Jeanett Kinard 
Bill Kissell 
Dawn Klein 
Naomi Knaff 
Dave Lahnert 
Richard Loy 
Tana Lucido 
Vicky Luther 
Malinda Martens 
Kristin Mason 
Georgia McCabe 
Jennifer McConnell 
Cheryl Leigh Merrill 
Michael Minnich 
Bret Mischlich 
Mike Molingo 
Melissa Monroe 
Virginia Monroe 
Deborah Morgan 
Margaret Murray 
Rae Nessner 
Amy Newton 
Tim Nolan 
Peggy Ocken 
Karen Orazem 
Gail Ostergren 
Terri Owens 
Annette Palmer 
Pam Parco 
Peggy Parsely 
Deborah Penny 
Gina Perez 
Wendy Rhoades 
BB Rickbainer 
Peggy Ritchie 
Phyllis Robinette 
Diane Roscoe 
Matt Rott 

Lori Schardt 
Jaci Schatz 
Roberta Schultz 
Alesia Schweigert 
Laurie Scott 
Marylee Shoback 
Carla Sides 
Kevin Sienkowski 
Patricia Smith 
Rachel Smither 
Robert Spiller 
Joan Steininger 
Kim Swanson 
Mark Swanson 
Irene Tamayo 
Tim Templeton 
Paula Templin 
Kathy Thirkell 
Judy Thompson 
Sharon Thompson 
Lynsey Vanderham 
Heather Von Feldt 
Dwight Wahlborg 
Linda Wilson 
Mary Rose Winn 
Bradley Wood 
Jean Yamiolkoshi 
Deb Zeh 
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D38 School Board Claims: THE FACTS ARE:

Last week it was:  “Your taxes 
will only increase $35…”

This week they claim “Your tax
impact may be $157…”

�� The math is simple and the School Board is simply wrong!
�� If 3E passes, the $57M bond will result in a tax increase of approx 7.0 mills and 

if 3D also passes, the $2M annual override will result in an additional tax 
increase of approx 3.0 mills, for a total tax INCREASE of 10 mills on every 
home in D38.

�� El Paso County currently applies the millage to 7.96% of your home’s value, so 
do the math: 10 x 315 x 0.796 = $251 additional tax on a $315K home in D38.

�� Payback on the $57M bond will cost taxpayers $112.4M over 20 yrs at 6.5%
“A 2nd HS will cost $38.5M to 
build,
$3.7M to furnish,  and 
$6M for the land…”

�� The School Board had no plan and no idea how much the 2nd HS and site 
preparation will cost.  They are simply trying to borrow the maximum the D38’s 
bonding capacity will allow, and to heck with the taxpayers!

�� If they get your vote, they can do anything they want with the $57M.
�� Falcon D49 is currently building two (2) new high schools for $60M.  They have 

a plan, D38 doesn’t!
“Bond and override $$ will only 
be spent on second HS, with 
minor improvements to LPHS…”

�� Ballot issue language states clearly that the $57M will be spent for 
“…including, but not limited to…”

�� Without a prior public plan, School Board can spend the $57M on anything they 
desire!, improvements at LPHS, a new bus barn, or anything else…

“Monument Hill site is the best
2nd High School location…”

�� Is a site 92 ft east of I-25 really the best location?
�� Unsafe access on Monument Hill Road exposes students to worst winter 

weather in Colorado.
�� One Haz-Mat vehicle per hour passes less than 250 feet away from the 

proposed high school building.
�� Site decision reflects D38 Board’s irresponsible lack of planning competence.

“D38 already has the money to 
purchase land for the 2nd HS …”

Ray Blanch, D38 Asst. Superintendent,
at public information meeting, Sep 28

�� Supt. Pomerico and D38 Board President Raintree, on Sept 27, co-signed a 
promissory note for $1.5M at prime rate, to purchase land for the 2nd HS,
because D38 did not have enough cash to complete the purchase!

�� Who gave these officials permission to obligate D38 taxpayers BEYOND
current D38 assets for this project, BEFORE the Nov 7 election?

Acting in the Best Interest of 
D38 Taxpayers

�� Land directly adjacent to the 2nd HS has been rated as “SEVERE DANGER” –
the highest fire danger rating by the Community Wildfire Protection Plan – one 
cigarette could mean catastrophe for students and entire community.

�� No long-term strategic building plan for D38, only Crisis Management
�� D38 Board has no plan and acts under pall of secrecy vs. competent, 

responsible and open community planning and involvement for new schools
�� Consultant’s Growth Study is defective in that it shows high student 

growth/density in commercial areas and no growth where there will be 3,000+
new homes in the future.

�� $57M is the maximum debt that D38 may issue for 6 years – what about our 
other children?

�� D38 actively solicits and “imports” students from Douglas County to beef up 
enrollment and maintain “Fast Growth” status to increase their Bond capacity. 

�� Official arrogance and secrecy in dealing with constituents
�� Deliberately misleading information on tax impact.

District 38 Taxpayer Information

Don’t Reward Fiscal Irresponsibility and Lack of Due Diligence!

Vote NO on 3D and 3E!
www.D38DeservesBetter.org – Paid for by D38 Deserves Better
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By Jim Kendrick
Applications for three new busi-
ness licenses and three new sign 
permits were reviewed by the 
Palmer Lake Town Council at its 
workshop on Oct. 5. The coun-
cil also discussed an ordinance 
amending portions of the ordi-
nance on construction within the 
hillside overlay zone. 

Paravicini’s Italian 
Bistro to take over Villa 

Inn building
Edward Sexton and his partner, 
chef Franco Pisani requested a 
new business license to open a 
restaurant at 75 S. Highway 105. 
The council had approved the 
restaurant’s liquor license in Sep-
tember. Sexton noted that Pisani 
had previously been a chef for 
the Villa Inn, the restaurant was 
scheduled to open on Oct. 25, and 
staffing has been the biggest chal-
lenge for the owners. The council 
agreed to make the new license a 
consent item for the regular coun-
cil meeting on Oct. 12. 

Dars Lodging Supplies
Julian Drummond requested a 
new business license for a paper 
and janitorial supply distribution 
company to supply restaurants, 
churches, and hotels. Drummond 
said the business would primarily 
be a wholesale warehouse sup-
porting deliveries of merchandise 
only, though he might open a 
small retail space. Drummond 
said he would obtain a sales tax 
license prior to adding a retail 
facility. The council agreed to 
make this new license a consent 
item.

Bucher Design Studio
Madeleine Bucher requested a 
new business license for Bucher 
Design Studio, an architectural 
firm that is moving from its for-
mer Monument location of four 
years to 300 General Palmer 
Drive, in the space formerly oc-
cupied by Children’s Hope Chest. 
The council agreed to make the 

new license a consent item.
New Bodhicitta Bakery 

sign approved
Gretchen Anthony said the sign 
for her bakery at 780 High-
way 105 Suite B is very simple 
— “Bakery” — so motorists can 
read it quickly in a congested 
area. Economic Development 
Trustee Susan Miner asked why 
the council was reviewing the 
permit after the sign had been 
erected. Mayor Max Parker said 
that until very recently, the Plan-
ning Commission had approved 
sign applications, but now they 
were being referred to the coun-
cil. 

Trustees Gary Coleman and 
Jim Girlando said that it would 
take too long for the Planning 
Commission and Town Council 
to schedule hearings for sign 
approvals. Miner suggested 
that new businesses apply for 
sign permits and new business 
licenses simultaneously to help 
expedite their transitions to new 
town locations. Business signs 
are normally approved by staff in 
other towns. 

Coleman thanked Anthony 
for her charitable events that 
raise money for the Palmer Lake 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

The council agreed to make 
the new sign permit a consent 
item.

Sign for grooming 
business approved

Barry Peterson and Lori Meggin-
son requested a sign permit for 
their grooming supplies business 
at 780 Highway 105, Suite F. This 
sign had already been installed as 
well. The council agreed to make 
the new sign permit a consent 
item.

Circle B Farm & Ranch 
Supply sign permit 

request raises several 
questions

Lauren and Marilyn Burlage 

asked that the sign for their previ-
ously approved new feed supply 
business at 773 Highway 105 be 
located “as close as possible” 
to their highway frontage. They 
currently operate the business, 
which was approved in March, 
at a temporary location on their 
donkey ranch at 500 Highway 
105. They opened the business 
there in August. 

The Burlages do not plan to 
build permanent structures at this 
time on this vacant lot where they 
will move their new business. 
The Burlages had not signed a 
lease for the permanent location 
prior to this hearing. 

Planning Commissioner 
Gary Atkins initiated a lengthy 
discussion by saying he had 
“second thoughts” about how 
the town approves new business 
licenses and related sign requests 
after he had voted in favor of 
those for Groomstar’s temporary 
and permanent locations during 
several commission hearings. At-
kins said that there were no draw-
ings at the Planning Commission 
workshop and regular meeting 
reviews to show the location or 
foundation and lighting details 
for the sign even though they are 
required by the town’s ordinance. 
His concerns about the business’s 
access, parking, and utility re-
quirements were deferred until 
after the sign permit issue was 
resolved. 

Girlando advocated devel-
opment of a checklist for sign 
applications for staff to provide 
citizens. Flake suggested that 
applicants be given a copy of the 
town’s voluminous and compli-
cated sign ordinance. Miner said 
that long approval cycles for signs 
leads to businesses posting ban-
ners for extended periods, further 
harming new starts. 

Trustee Richard Allen noted 
that the business license was ap-
proved before a permanent loca-
tion had been determined. He 
asked why the business was still 
operating at a temporary loca-
tion seven months after the new 
business license was approved 
and what the council should do if 
the negotiations for the vacant lot 
at 773 Highway 105 were to fall 
through. Parker said he and Plan-
ning Commission Chair John 
Cressman had met with Burlage 
to analyze the shortcomings of 
town regulations regarding a 
business like his. Burlage said 
negotiations for other locations 
had fallen through. 

During public comment on 
the sign permit, Atkins again 
expressed his “second thoughts” 
about the lack of any permanent 
buildings on the site. Burlage 
said his proposed lease would 
not allow permanent structures, 
so he intended to install a tem-
porary feed barn and a mobile 
mini-office building, similar 

to those leased for construction 
sites in order to meet that specific 
lease restriction. Parker noted 
that there would be no utilities, 
water, or sewer on the site. 

Atkins said that there were 
no plans for parking, drainage, 
lighting for evening operations, 
or operating an office without 
utilities. He asked how 18-wheel 
trucks would access the site and 
unload their merchandise. Atkins 
also asked if a temporary office 
building met zoning and code 
restrictions for a permanent busi-
ness. Burlage said he could use a 
temporary building on a perma-
nent basis without having to meet 
building codes. 

Parker said the council 
needed to meet with the Planning 
Commission to work out proce-
dures based on lessons learned 
from this process. Atkins sug-
gested addressing his concerns 
when the business license comes 
up for annual review. 

Developer Kurt Erhardt said 
he owned the West End Center 
next to the vacant lot. He asked 
why he would be required to 
address drainage, parking, and 
lighting issues for expanding his 
center, when Burlage appeared 
to be exempt. Parker said that 
this line of questioning was not 
germane to Burlage’s requested 
sign permit. 

The board agreed to make 
the sign permit a consent item. 

Hillside ordinance up-
date reviewed

After several months of review 
by town staff, consultants, the 
Planning Commission, and the 
Town Council, Town Attorney 
Larry Gaddis had submitted 
revisions to the town’s hillside 
construction ordinance. The pri-
mary goal of the revisions was 
to prevent houses from being on 
stilts to avoid being considered 
construction that did not disturb 
the land under them, because the 
vegetation under the house would 
die due to lack of sunlight and no 
longer prevent erosion. The trust-
ees concluded that the proposed 
revisions made the revised ordi-
nance easier to interpret, apply, 
and enforce without adding any 
additional limitations. 

New base obtained for 
statue of Dizzy the Dog

The Palmer Lake Historical Soci-
ety announced that the 300-pound 
statue would be dedicated on Oct. 
21. Rogers Davis reported that a 
flatter rock had been obtained to 
serve as the statue’s base to lower 
it and make it more secure for the 
long term. After a very lengthy 
discussion, the board approved 
the new base rock. 

Erhardt’s vacation 
request  referred to staff

Erhardt asked for clarification of 
several issues affecting devel-
opment of land he owns along 

Westward Lane near his West 
End Center. He also asked if the 
town would consider vacating a 
strip of land it owns adjacent to 
his vacant parcel. After a very 
lengthy discussion of techni-
cal and political considerations, 
Erhardt’s request was referred 
to the town staff for review and 
recommendations. 

Ambulance service 
arrangement reviewed

Allen and Trustee Trish Flake 
said the town should not rush 
into signing a formal ambulance 
service agreement with Larkspur 
Volunteer Fire Department. The 
2003 agreement between Palmer 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department 
(PLVFD) and Tri-Lakes Fire Pro-
tection District was canceled by 
Tri-Lakes on Aug. 30. Larkspur 
agreed to take over the ambu-
lance contract on Sept. 14. 

Phillip Beckman, PLVFD 
chief, said a temporary ambulance 
service agreement with Larkspur 
went into effect on Oct. 1. In the 
event that the two Larkspur am-
bulances are already out on calls, 
Tri-Lakes or American Medical 
Response will send one of their 
ambulances to Palmer Lake in 
accordance with the countywide 
mutual aid agreement. During 
an hour-long discussion, the 
board again reviewed the his-
tory and politics of the town’s 
contentious relationship with the 
Tri-Lakes board, mutual training 
issues with Tri-Lakes, the higher 
qualifications of the Larkspur 
staff, and the additional training 
benefits offered to Palmer Lake’s 
volunteer firefighters by Lark-
spur. No action was taken. 
(All these issues were previ-
ously reported in the ar-
ticles covering the Sept. 7 
and Sept. 14 council meetings 
and are available at: http:
//www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v6n10.htm )

Awake the Lake Commit-
tee spokesman Jeff Hulsmann 
declined to give a committee 
update. He said the council 
spent a lot of time on licenses 
and sign permits, and citizens 
had left Town Hall before the 
council began discussions on 
more important issues. He sug-
gested that staff be delegated the 
responsibility for reviewing and 
recommending that licenses and 
permits be consent items. 

Flake suggested that the 
town add Veterans Day to Christ-
mas and Thanksgiving as a time 
that the town’s star would be illu-
minated noting, “We are at war.” 
There was general consensus on 
her recommendation after some 
discussion of the history of the 
star and the strong emotions of 
Palmer Lake residents against 
adding days of illumination in 
the past. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:
30 p.m. 

Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, October 5

Council focuses on licenses and sign permits

Progressive Nutritional Care for:

Margo Gasta, MS, RD, CCN
Registered Dietitian & Wellness Professional

719.331.5067
trilakesnutrition.meta-ehealth.com

• Fibromyalgia
• Chronic fatigue
• Autoimmune and 

allergy conditions
• Eating disorders
• Intestinal problems
• Sports nutrition

• Mood disorders/
ADHD

• Hormonal concerns
• PCOS
• Healthy weight 

program for all 
ages
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Help Build the Tri-Lakes

YMCA

YES! I want to help build the Tri-Lakes YMCA !
Name:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Street:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State: ___________ Zip:  ______________________ 

E-mail:_______________________________ Phone: _____________________________

Payment Type:    q Check   q Visa   q Mastercard   q Amex

Card Number: _____________________________________ Exp. Date: ______________

Name on Card:  ___________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ___________________________________ Contribution: $______________

Please send this coupon and your generous gift to: 

You may also donate on-line at www.ppymca.org 
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Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, October 12

Council approves amendments to hillside ordinance
By Jim Kendrick

The Palmer Lake Town Council unani-
mously approved an amendment to the 
town’s hillside overlay zone ordinance, 
ending a temporary moratorium on build-
ing permits on steeply sloped lots. The 
amendment provides a new definition for 
“disturbed area” and modifies the section 
dealing with conservation easements. 

Trustee Jim Girlando’s absence was 
excused. 

After a motion and second to approve 
all consent items, Planning Commissioner 
Gary Atkins asked that the sign permit 
for Circle B Farm & Ranch Supply be 
removed from the list. The council con-
curred, and then approved the remainder 
of the consent items:
• Payment of September bills
• Requests for new business licenses 

for Paravicini’s Italian Bistro, Dars 
Lodging Supplies, Inc., and Bucher 
Design Studio, Inc.

• Requests for new sign permits for 
Bodhicitta Bakery and Groomstar LLC

(See the Oct. 5 Town Council workshop ar-
ticle on page 8 for details on the requests 
for these three business licenses and three 
sign permits.)

Discussion of Circle B 
sign permit request

Atkins said he had concerns about the loca-
tion of the new business’s sign. At the Oct. 
5 workshop, Lauren Burlage had requested 
that the sign be allowed to be installed as 
close to the highway as possible on the va-
cant lot at 773 Highway 105 that he intends 
to lease. At the workshop, Atkins said he 
had “second thoughts” about the lack of 
specific information regarding the location 

of the sign, drainage, fencing, parking, ac-
cess, lighting, and the lack of any utility 
services, after Atkins had voted to approve 
the new business license and sign permit 
during separate Planning Commission 
hearings. 

Atkins noted that there is a Colorado 
Department of Transportation right-of-
way for Highway 105 and town-owned 
land between the pavement and the vacant 
lot for which the Burlages were negotiating 
a lease. The former Palmer Lake Motors 
has a lease that runs through the end of 
2006 on the town-owned strip of vacant 
land next to Fletcher Drilling although the 
company, now called Monument Motors, 
has moved its sales operations south on 
Highway 105, to a building opposite the 
Conoco service station. Burlage said the 
town-owned strip of land is 75 feet wide. 

Atkins said that when the feed and 
ranch supply business was approved in 
March, it was for a location “to be deter-
mined” and the town did not know the 
permanent location would be a vacant lot. 
He said he was also concerned that there 
would be a temporary building with a por-
table generator, a “permanent” portable 
restroom, and a propane bottle installed on 
a vacant lot. He asked the council to defer 
approval of the sign permit until Burlage 
submits a site improvement plan and the 
plan has been approved by the Planning 
Commission and Town Council. 

Mayor Max Parker asked if there were 
any provisions in town code that would 
preclude the proposed business operation 
on the vacant lot at 773 Highway 105. 
Atkins said town ordinances require a 
site plan, drainage study, and engineered 

drainage and parking plans. 
Economic Development Trustee 

Susan Miner noted that none of these 
were required of Palmer Lake Motors 
before it erected a sign on the town’s 
lot. However, customers parked across 
Highway 105 at the sales office. 

Burlage said he intended to in-
stall the sign before the business is 
moved from the temporary location 
at his home at 500 Highway 105 to 
this vacant lot. He said some grading 
would be required before installing 
a temporary feed barn that does not 
require a foundation. He said no por-
table electric generator would be used. 
Electric service will be added with an 
extension from an adjacent building 
for electric heating and lighting in the 
proposed mobile mini-office building, 
if Burlage can negotiate a lease for this 
vacant lot. 

Town Attorney Larry Gaddis said 
these were staff issues unrelated to the 
sign permit. The council unanimously 
approved the requested sign permit. 

Reports
Parker reported he had received a no-
tice from Aquila Gas Corp. that said 
rates would drop 16 percent for town 
residents and 18 percent for commer-
cial customers. 
Roads Commissioner Richard Allen re-
ported that Middle Glenway would be 
repaved beginning on Oct. 16, asphalt 
millings and oil sealer would be added 
to Lover’s Lane beginning on Oct. 9, 
and 300 tons of Class 6 gravel and 800 
gallons of magnesium chloride would 
be added to Suncrest Road. 

Fire Commissioner Gary Coleman 
reported that the Palmer Lake Volunteer 
Fire Department (PLVFD) had 22 calls 
in September, seven of which were for 
mutual aid. He also noted that the new 
Monument Marketplace Wal-Mart had 
donated $750 to the department at its 
grand opening and that the firefighters 
had participated in training at the Air 
Force Academy burn tower. Coleman 
again made his monthly request for 
homeowners in the Glen to post easily 
visible street numbers on their houses 
to expedite ambulance service during 
medical emergencies. 

The annual Thanksgiving Chili 
Supper and lighting of the town star 
for the holiday season will be held on 
Nov. 25. Proceeds from the annual 
Chili Supper are used to maintain the 
town star. 
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Tri-Lakes ambulance response 
times questioned

Coleman reported that he and PLVFD 
Chief Phillip Beckman had analyzed re-
sponse times listed in internal Tri-Lakes 
Fire Protection District ambulance reports 
for calls to Palmer Lake. Copies of the 
internal reports were submitted to the 
town by Trustee Trish Flake at the Oct. 
5 workshop. Flake had obtained these 
internal reports from the Tri-Lakes Fire 
Protection District. Coleman discussed the 
reports and said that several of the ambu-
lance response times listed on Tri-Lakes 
internal reports were incorrect or would 
have required average speeds of 96-192 
mph on the town’s dirt roads. “That’s hard 
to believe.” 

Coleman said some other reports 
showed faster medical call response times 
for Tri-Lakes than for PLVFD, but the lo-
cations were considerably closer to Station 
1 than to the town’s firehouse. He said it 
appeared that the Tri-Lakes reports given 
to Flake may have been selected because 

they made PLVFD “look bad” and made 
Tri-Lakes “look better.” Coleman noted 
that the Sheriff’s Office reports that list 
all response times in detail conflicted with 
the data manually entered in the Tri-Lakes 
reports.

Coleman reiterated that for life threat-
ening ambulance calls at the bowling al-
ley and the adjacent Palmer Lake housing 
areas at Meadow Lane, PLVFD would 
immediately request mutual aid from the 
adjacent Tri-Lakes Station 1. In its Aug. 
30 cancellation letter, Tri-Lakes said it 
would no longer automatically respond 
to calls in Palmer Lake, except in For-
est View Estates, which was part of the 
Tri-Lakes district before annexation by 
Palmer Lake. PLVFD asked the Sheriff’s 
Office dispatchers to remove it from the 
automatic dispatch list for Palmer Lake 
calls as of Oct. 1. If the Tri-Lakes Station 
1 ambulance and Larkspur ambulances 
are not available for service to the bowl-
ing alley, PLVFD will ask for mutual aid 
from the Donald Wescott Fire Protection 

District station near Gleneagle Drive and 
Baptist Road. 

Coleman reminded the trustees that 
the emergency services agreement was 
not sent by registered letter as was the 
Tri-Lakes cancellation of the ambulance 
agreement. He praised Beckman and 
Larkspur Fire Protection District for 
expeditiously negotiating a replacement 
ambulance contract within a few days of 
Tri-Lakes terminating its ambulance con-
tract on Aug. 30. 

(In-depth articles covering previ-
ous lengthy council discussions on 
these issues at the Sept. 7 and Sept. 14 
council meetings are available at: http://
www.ourcommunitynews.org/v6n10.htm )

Coleman asked the trustees “to trust 
the professional judgment” of Beckman 
on fire issues as much as it trusts Water 
Supervisor Steve Orcutt and Roads Super-
visor Bob Radosevich. He said the council 
does not ask other towns for advice to 
validate Orcutt’s and Radosevich’s deci-
sions before they are implemented. Parker 

concurred. Coleman moved to authorize 
Chief Beckman to sign the proposed am-
bulance contract with Larkspur and Miner 
seconded. 

Flake asked Tri-Lakes Battalion Chief 
Bryan Jack, a Palmer Lake resident who 
was in attendance and had provided the 
forms Flake had submitted, for clarifica-
tion of the times Coleman had questioned. 
Jack said that the times on the Tri-Lakes 
forms were manually entered by staff, in 
contrast to the times automatically entered 
on Sheriff’s Office reports by computer 
software. Jack noted that the Tri-Lakes 
ambulance is occasionally dispatched 
from locations other than Station 1, such as 
the Rock House ice cream store in Palmer 
Lake. Flake said more information was re-
quired to compare Larkspur and Tri-Lakes 
services. However, Larkspur had only be-
gun serving the town on Oct. 1. 

Coleman and Miner reminded Flake 
that the most appropriate response time to 
evaluate is the time it takes for emergency 
medical technicians to begin treatment, 
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not the arrival of the ambulance whose primary purpose 
is transport. Allen agreed with Coleman that there is con-
siderably less traffic on Spruce Mountain Road than on 
Highway 105, making direct comparisons of the relative 
mileages traveled by Larkspur and Tri-Lakes vehicles less 
important than actual response times. Allen said that an 
analysis of traffic on both roads might be useful before 
making a decision, if there was an appropriate sample size, 
but not as important as response times. 

Allen also said that a new ambulance contract deci-
sion by the council had been “put on the shelf” by the 
council until Parker could discuss PLVFD’s issues at a Tri-
Lakes district board meeting. He said the council needed 
more information before voting on the Larkspur contract. 
“We shouldn’t be afraid to ask questions” of Tri-Lakes, he 
said, so the district will not “make a decision in a vacuum” 
due to lack of communication. 

Coleman replied, “It’s been six weeks since they cre-
ated the letter of cancellation and they haven’t come for-
ward with another offer. It’s a two-way street. Do we need 
to go down there and beg for another offer?” \

Allen asked Beckman if he would advise Parker to go 
with Beckman to visit a Tri-Lakes board meeting before 
signing the Larkspur contract. Beckman said that two 
PLVFD firefighters had already attended the Tri-Lakes 
board meeting of Sept. 27 and the trustees already had a 
summary of that meeting in a letter firefighter Dan Reyn-
olds had submitted to the council. 

Beckman said the town should ensure automatic 
service from Larkspur immediately rather than postpone 
a decision. He noted that a provision of the Larkspur con-
tract allows it to be canceled by the town with 30-days 
notice. He reiterated that the Tri-Lakes board had not 
delivered the alternative emergency services contract to 
the mayor by certified letter 45 days prior to Sept. 1 as re-
quired by the existing ambulance contract, that Tri-Lakes 
had then canceled the ambulance contract by certified let-
ter on Aug. 30, and had still made no effort to restore it or 

discuss it with Parker as required by that contract. Lark-
spur approved the contract it submitted to Palmer Lake on 
Sept. 14, a decision had already been delayed for a month, 
and the volunteer firefighters were unanimously in favor 
of signing it. 

Flake said that the motion “seemed very political” and 
any previous discussions between the town and Tri-Lakes 
had been mishandled by both sides. Parker disagreed, and 
then said he would attend the October Tri-Lakes board 
meeting at the “behest of the council.” He said in the 
interim the town should approve a “permanent formal-
ized agreement” with Larkspur based on the probability 
that any future negotiations Tri-Lakes board would take 
considerably more than 30 days. Allen said the Tri-Lakes 
district board was open to further discussions “any time 
you want to meet.” 

The plan passed unanimously, then the Larkspur 
contract was approved by a 4-2 vote, with Allen and Flake 
opposed. 

Parker and Beckman attended the Tri-Lakes district 
and fire authority board meetings on Oct. 25. There were 
no discussions of a future contract at that meeting or plans 
made for any future meetings. (See article on page 30 for 
a report on that discussion.)

Town Clerk Della Gray reported that the transcript of 
the recording of the Sept. 6 PLVFD business meeting had 
not been completed due to poor recording quality. Allen 
had complained to the other trustees at the Sept. 14 board 
meeting about his treatment by the firefighters when he 
asked numerous questions about the ambulance contract 
at that meeting. Coleman and Beckman disputed Allen’s 
charges and reported that the PLVFD Association was 
paying to have the recording transcribed so that the trust-
ees could review the discussion themselves. 

Police Trustee Trudy Finan noted that the discussion 
on the ambulance contract showed the Boy Scouts in atten-
dance how issues are resolved in local government, then 
reported that there were 113 police calls in September, 

down from 142 in August and 125 last September. She 
said Wal-Mart had paid for new evidence kits and that 
several officers had attended training for investigating 
methamphetamine labs. 

Parks and Buildings Trustee Flake reported that the 
repair of the town’s fire station roof had been completed. 
She is developing a parks and trails map flier for the 
town. 

Parker urged the board to support the efforts of Palm-
er Divide Water Group to expand its efforts to acquire 
surface water in the Arkansas River and regional storage 
rights for this water. 

The board unanimously approved a motion to annu-
ally illuminate the town star on Veterans Day in addition 
to the long-standing Thanksgiving and Christmas display 
periods. 

Beckman reported that the control box and several 
lights had been destroyed by lightning and he would at-
tempt to have it repaired by Veterans Day.

Miner gave a report on significant progress made by 
her Streetscape Committee. The committee might recom-
mend that the town annex the downtown segment of High-
way 105 to have more control over installation of lights, 
sidewalks, planters, benches, bathrooms, and drainage. 
Most plans call for them to be installed in or very close 
to the state highway right-of-way. Parking along Highway 
105 has always required difficult coordination with the 
state. The committee also intends to develop a plan to bet-
ter enhance the identity of the town businesses at the east 
end of Highway 105. 

Miner and Parker agreed to solicit more financial 
support from the Pikes Peak Area Council of Govern-
ment and state. Her committee will continue to meet every 
two weeks on average. Miner reported her attendance at 
a meeting of the American Institute of Architects and the 
potential for a $21,000 grant in kind for designing recre-
ational development at Palmer Lake, which would require 
a town match of $5,000.

Miner reported that entry forms for the “Face of 
Palmer Lake” two-dimensional art contest are avail-
able at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts. The entry 
fee is $10 and submissions can be made in a wide 
variety of media. The deadline for entries is Dec. 1. 
The winning entries will be used in a new public rela-
tions brochure for development of tourism in Palmer 
Lake. 

Anyone interested in volunteering for or attend-
ing meetings of the Streetscape Committee can get 
more information at 481-2953. 

Jen Martin and Brad Miller proposed a partner-
ship with the town for a Great Starts athletic summer 
training camp program staffed with local athletic 
coaches. Great Starts would share some of the profits 
to be donated to the town to help develop trails. 

Awake the Lakes Committee spokesman Jeff 
Hulsmann reported a $1,500 contribution from Wal-
Mart. Miner added that the Palmer Lake Center for 
the Arts received a similar contribution. Hulsmann 
said the committee was supporting Ballot Question 
2H and 2I. 

Question 2H is for a temporary 10-year half-cent 
sales tax to be dedicated entirely to the town’s vol-
unteer fire department. Question 2I is for a $450,000 
bond issue to build water lines from the currently 
capped town D3 well to Palmer Lake to help maintain 
the level of the lake. 

Gray gave an overview of the draft 2007 town 
budget. 

In public comments on items not on the agenda, 
developer Kurt Erhardt asked for vacation of about 
6,500 square feet of town land near his West End 
Center to facilitate development of Erhardt’s adjacent 
vacant land. Town Attorney Larry Gaddis stated 
that the town must follow state law on the vacation 
request, that no lot could become landlocked by the 
requested vacation, and recommended that the land 
be appraised for its fair market value so Erhardt can 
decide whether he wants to purchase it for commer-
cial development. 

Gaddis also advised that it would be very dif-
ficult and expensive for the town to obtain water stor-
age rights for Palmer Lake, because its rights would 
be so junior to other water rights. 

Allen asked if developer Al Fritts had submit-
ted the final re-plat drawings for dividing the Inn at 
Palmer Lake property into two lots. Gaddis said he 
had reviewed and approved the final draft Fritts had 
submitted to him for review. Gray said Fritts had not 
yet submitted the draft, and the re-plat had not been 
recorded. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Great Gleneagle Home!!
Cul-de-sac location back-
ing to open space and
pond! 4 bedrooms, 2.5
baths, eat-in kitchen, for-
mal living room, formal
dining room, family room
with fireplace, new deck
and hot tub. Large fenced
and landscaped yard. Two
car garage. All for only
$249,900!

5.76 acres, like-new con-
dition!! Over 2,000 sq. ft.
home features 3 bd., 3 ba.,
main level great room with
fireplace, large eat-in
kitchen with oak cabinets,
main level master with 5 pc
master bath, finished lower
level, lots of hardwood
floors, upgraded carpets,
out buildings & RVs OK. A
great find at only $295,000!

Palmer Lake Cutie!! Walk
to town from this wonderful
2 bedroom, 1 bath home on 
nearly 1/4 acre lot with
fabulous views of the moun-
tains and lake. Lots of re-
modeling done including
new paint, new carpet, re-
modeled kitchen, all appli-
ances included. Plenty of
room to add on. Only
$149,900!

Mountain views await
you!! Fabulous Trail Ridge
home in District 20! Close
to Academy, 4 bd., 3.5 ba.,
formal living and dining
rooms, family room with
fireplace, eat-in gourmet
kitchen, lots of hardwood
floors, fully landscaped, 3
car garage, large master
suite with five piece master
bath. Only $335,000!

5.35-acres with views and 
privacy!! Over 3,000
square foot home in District
38 features 4 bd, 3.5 ba,
large kitchen with eating
bar, main level great room
and master suite, finished
walk-out lower level, hot tub 
on private deck, three-car
attached garage. Area is
zoned for horses. Only
$419,000!

Great home on one-acre
lot!! Heavily-treed property
with plenty of privacy and
views. This home features 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, great
room with fireplace, formal
dining area, sunroom, large
eat-in kitchen. One car
attached garage. RVs and
outbuildings OK. Hurry, this
is a great buy for only
$249,900!

Walden Beauty!! Great
home on over one-half-acre
treed lot. Quiet location in
an area of newer homes. 4
bd, 3 ba, great room, dining
room, gourmet kitchen,
finished lower level, light
and bright. This home is in
move-in condition. RV’s and 
out-buildings are OK! A
great home for only
$299,900!

The Best Location in
Woodmoor!! Over 3/4-acre
fully landscaped lot with
trees and privacy. 5 bd, 3
ba, great room, vaulted
ceilings, extra large eat-in
kitchen, formal dining room, 
hardwood floors, upgraded
carpets, finished lower
level, large patio with hot
tub and more! Only
$399,900!

New construction in
Palmer Lake!! Custom
features throughout! Walk-
out rancher on large lot
provides main level living, 4 
bd., 3 ba., great room, fin-
ished lower level, gourmet
kitchen, two car garage.
Cul-de-sac street with
views. Still time to pick your 
colors. Ready by Novem-
ber. Only $337,500!

Views to die for!! New
construction custom walk-
out rancher in Palmer
Lake’s Lakeview Heights! 3
bd., 2.5 ba., great room,
formal dining room, family
room, gourmet kitchen,
office, 3 car garage. Great
main level living with unob-
structed views of the moun-
tains and lake. Pick your
colors. Only $375,000!
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Effective July 1st, 2006, House Bill 06-1107 changed the requirements for 
a permit for teenagers between the ages of 15 and 15 years 6 months.  The 
following change applies only to the 15-15 1⁄2 age range:

As of July 1st, teenagers between the ages of 15 and 15 1⁄2 will have to enroll 
in and be actively participating in a driver education course that includes six 
(6) hours of in-car instruction with a professional driving instructor.

The National Driver Training 
Institute offers what Colorado 
refers to as a “Blended Program”.
This program offers the convenience 
of a self-paced approach while 
still meeting state standards for 
15 year old students.  We combine 
our state approved parent directed 
driver educatin program with our 
Gold Level (6 hours) proffesional 
in-car instruction at prices that 
range from $372.00 to $452.00.      

Proffesional in-car instruction  is 
also available for older teens and 
adults.  Lessons are costomized to 
the skills and goals of the individual 
and take place in a one-on-one setting that allows for flexible scheduling.

The new law does not affect all teens, just ages 15 to 15 1/2.  Families 
with older teens need to know that the following facts are not changed 
by the new law:

•All teenagers under age 18 are required to hold a permit for a minimum of 1 
year and drive at least 50 hours under supervision (10 of which at night) before 
obtaining a license.

•Teenagers age 16 or older are not required to enroll in or complete driver education 
or driver awareness before obtaining a permit.  Most insurance companies do 
give a discount for state recognized driver education and training.  Be sure to 
speak with your insurance agent about the benefits of drive ed.

•Teenagers between the ages of  15 1⁄2 and 16 need to enroll in an approved driver 
education program to qualify for a permit.  The program, however,does not need 
to include 6 hours of professional in-car instruction.  These teens may enroll 
in driver education without professional in-car instruction or complete a driver 

awareness program meet the State’s 
requirement.

National Driver Training’s home study 
programs are affordable, convenient, 
and state approved for your 15 1/2 to 
16 year old.  The complete program 
is available in four different package 
options which differ only in the way 
the material is delivered.  Prices range 
from $72.00 to $152.00.

The National Driver Training 
Institute offers professional in-car 

instruction in your area.  Please call 
toll free 1-800-942-2050 for details.
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Offices conveniently located in Colorado Springs, Denver, and Aurora�
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Package C – $117.00
Package A and B plus
Drivers’ Education 

                Manual

l

l

                Manual

Driver Education and Training

National Driver Training
A Non-Profit Organization

www.nationaldrivertraining.com                1-800-942-2050

Committed to the Safety of our Teens   
Creating Safe Drivers for Life!

Package A – $72.00
l Complete program online

cess to online video library
Completion certificate

l Access to online video library
l Completion certificate

Package B – $82.00
Package A plus
Interactive CD

Package A and B plusPackage A and B plus

Package D – $152.00
l Package A, B & C plus
l DVD Rental
l

l

Package D – $152.00
A, B & C plus

                Manual

l

l

Palmer Lake Planning Commission, October 18

Annexation of commercial lot on Highway 105 approved
By Jim Kendrick

On Oct. 18, the Palmer Lake Planning Commission approved 
annexation and rezoning of a commercial lot on the southwest 
corner of Highway 105 and McShane Drive, opposite the bowling 
alley,. All commissioners were present. 

Paravicini’s Italian Bistro new sign 
unanimously approved

 The board unanimously approved the sign for the newest ten-
ants of the Villa Inn building on Highway 105. The sign will 
be identical to the design used by Paravicini’s restaurant in Old 
Colorado City. The restaurant’s owners, Ted Sexton and Franco 
Pisani, said Paravicini’s second location would open for business 
on Oct. 25. Sexton added that the restaurant would offer the same 
interior decorations, layout, atmosphere, and full bar service as 
their other location. They expect 80 percent of bar sales to be for 
wine with dinner. 

Villa Toscana annexation and rezoning 
unanimously approved

Dale Ennis of Access Construction, Inc. presented the annexation 
and rezoning plat for applicant Richard E. White II. Pacharee El-
lison said that the owners want the town to benefi t from any prop-
erty tax and sales tax revenue generated by the 15,000-square-foot 
facility they plan to build on lots 1 and 4 of the Pioneer Lookout 
Subdivision Filing 1. The current obsolete county zoning is com-
mercial C and will be changed to Palmer Lake C-2 zoning. 

The proposed building will have about 10,000 square feet 
of retail space and 5,000 square feet for storage or warehouse 
space. Ennis noted that the developer had made presentations to 
the Pioneer Lookout water district and HOA and received positive 
comments. The single access to the 91-space parking lot will be 
from McShane Drive. 

The next Palmer Lake Planning Commission workshop 
meeting will be held on Nov. 8 at 7 p.m. in Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Workshop meetings are normally held on the second 
Wednesday of the month. 

The next regular meeting will be held Nov. 15 at 7 p.m. in 
Town Hall. Regular meetings are normally held on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. Call for information at 481-
2953 to confi rm Planning Commission meeting dates and agenda 
items. 

Above: Ted Sexton and Franco Pisani, the newest 
tenants of the Villa Inn building on Highway 105 received 
unanimous approval for their new Paravicini’s Italian 
Bistro sign.Photo by Jim Kendrick

Life Academy
Conquering Life’s Mountains

Creekside Middle School
(Monument)

Saturday, November 11th
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

•FREE Childhood Vaccinations for Eligible Children
•FLU SHOTS Available for 6 months - Adult

TRI-LAKES
HEALTH ADVOCACY PARTNERSHIP

th������ ���������

���������������������
6

FOR VENDOR PARTICIPATION PLEASE
CONTACT THE TRI-LAKES CHAMBER AT

719-481-3282
OR VISIT www.trilakes.net
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presented by
Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership

WAL  MART
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Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board Meeting, October 19

Board selects Saunders as contractor for 2nd high school
By John Heiser

At the Lewis-Palmer District 38 School 
Board meeting Oct. 19, the board unani-
mously voted to select Saunders Construc-
tion as the construction manager general 
contractor (CMGC) for the second high 
school project. Construction of the school 
is subject to voter approval Nov. 7 of ballot 
measures 3D and 3E that would provide 
funds to construct and operate the second 
high school proposed to be built on the 69-
acre Hunter Run Farm property between 
Woodmoor Drive and Monument Hill 
Road. Despite state law restrictions on ad-
vocacy by board members, several board 
members voiced support for the two mea-
sures. School board President Jes Raintree 
said, “We need 3D and 3E to pass. We can-
not afford to wait any longer.”

In another controversial move, the 
board held executive sessions at the begin-
ning and end of the public meeting. Nei-
ther executive session was on the agenda. 
State law requires that the public meeting 
must be called to order, then the reasons 
for holding the executive session must be 
announced, and finally a motion to go into 
executive session must be passed. For this 
procedure to have been followed regard-
ing the first executive session, the public 
meeting must have been called to order 
in a room other than the Learning Center 
where the members of the public were 
waiting and then when the executive ses-
sion ended, the board members came to the 
Learning Center. 

Twelve district residents spoke in 
favor of ballot questions 3C, 3D, and 3E. 
Kelly Bryant said that for a house valued 
at $315,000, the property tax impact of a 
“yes” vote on 3D and 3E vs. a “no” vote 
would total $157 per year not $251 per 
year as some opponents have claimed. 
In response to statements that the Falcon 
school district is building two high schools 

for $60 million, Deborah Goth noted that a 
developer dedicated the land for those high 
schools and the construction cost is pro-
jected to be $189 per square foot whereas 
the current District 38 plan for its second 
high school estimates a total construc-
tion cost of $38.5 million for the 220,000 
square foot building or a cost of $175 per 
square foot. She noted that the district put 
considerable time and effort into research-
ing and comparing sites for the school. She 
concluded, “It is time to move forward and 
support our kids.” 

Ballot question 3C would authorize 
a one-mill tax increase for 10 years for 
“the capital construction needs of Monu-
ment Academy, a charter school within the 
district, including but not limited to land 
acquisition, building design and construc-
tion, incidental and appurtenant facilities, 
equipment and other costs necessary for 
the occupancy by pupils to be enrolled in 
Monument Academy.” The revenue raised 
in the first year would be a maximum of 
$362,000. Speaking in support of 3C, state 
Rep. Lynn Hefley said, “I believe in char-
ter schools and District 38.” She noted that 
12 percent of the students in the district 
attend the Monument Academy. 

Former board member Hugh Eaton 
responded to comments at the September 
board meeting claiming the district was 
providing adequate funding for the Monu-
ment Academy. Eaton said the agreement 
signed by the District 38 board and the 
Monument Academy board says the 
Monument Academy is responsible for all 
costs and that District 38 has no financial 
obligation. He noted that the district passes 
through 100 percent of the per pupil op-
erational revenue provided by the state. 
He suggested that comments regarding 
inadequate funding should be directed to 
the Monument Academy board. 

Superintendent Michael Pomerico and 

YMCA Director Andy Barton reported 
on their discussions regarding a potential 
partnership in sharing facilities and servic-
es. Barton said the YMCA plans to break 
ground in February or March 2007 and 
complete construction of the first phase 
within about one year.

Assistant Superintendent Ray Blanch 
together with Richard Huwa and Jeffrey 
Chamberlin of RLH Engineering present-
ed the process used to identify a construc-
tion manager general contractor (CMGC) 
for the second high school. Nine compa-
nies responded to the district’s request for 
proposals. Representatives of four of those 
companies were invited to interviews. 
The district’s selection committee unani-
mously recommended Saunders Construc-
tion. Saunders has built other high schools 
including ones in Brighton and Aurora. 
The board unanimously endorsed the rec-
ommendation and authorized contracting 
with Saunders if ballot measures 3D and 
3E pass.

Chad Novak, a principal with H+L 
Architecture, said he has worked on 16 
high schools over the past 13 years. He 
provided an overview of the Design Ad-
visory Committee’s work in evolving the 
design of the new high school. He said the 
group sought to develop a flexible design 
that would lend itself to changing cur-
riculums and philosophies while adhering 
to a responsible budget. He said the basic 
building design work is finished and core 
teams will now begin work on developing 
the design of interior areas of the facility.

The board addressed a number of 
other topics including: 
• Commendations – Hal Garland and 

Jim Carter received commendation 
certificates for their efforts in helping 
the school district become a recognized 
state leader in creating an energy-
efficient environment. 

• Student Highlights – Prairie Winds 
Elementary School fifth-grade students 
Missy Marten, Avanel Marshall, Julian 
Claudio, and Danny Curran presented 
a debate on the continued use of fossil 
fuels.

• Lewis-Palmer High School Student 
Council Report – Rob Shearer, student 
body president, explained that their 
plans to help restore the Hayman burn 
area were canceled due to weather. He 
said they will attempt to reschedule 
in the spring. He also discussed the 
Harvest of Love Food Drive and the 
Drive Smart program and invited 
everyone to attend the play, “Seven 
Brides for Seven Brothers,” on Nov. 9, 
10, and 11. 

• Facility and Enrollment Committee 
members named – Raintree introduced 
Jeff Bodily, Marilynn Edwards, 
Deborah Goth, Jake Harris, Carl 
Janssen, and Karen Shuman as the 
members of the newly formed FEC. 
District 38 employees Ray Blanch, Jim 
Carter, and Cheryl Wangeman as well 
as board member Stephen Plank will be 
members of the committee.

• Lewis-Palmer Education Association 
supports ballot questions – Kristin 
Boyd presented the board with 
signatures of 110 Lewis-Palmer teachers 
who support ballot questions 3D and 3E. 
Boyd said, “It is hard to comprehend 
why some people don’t want to invest 
in a learning environment for all our 
students.”

• Professional Learning Community 
Report – Susan Adams provided an 
overview of timeline and tasks to 
look at how PLC is working district-
wide. Deb Chittenden discussed the 
professional development component 
of PLC. They reported that 195 teachers 
and administrators have been trained.

• Oct. 1 student enrollment falls below 
3 percent growth threshold – Chief 
Financial Officer Cheryl Wangeman 
presented preliminary Oct. 1 student 
enrollment figures showing a projected 
full-time enrollment of 5,770 (6,001 
total students). There was unexpected 
growth at the elementary level, with 
Lewis-Palmer Elementary School 
having the highest at 9 percent growth. 
Lewis-Palmer High School grew 4 
percent. The Monument Academy saw 
an unexpected decrease of 9.7 percent. 
The percent of out-of-district students 
remained at 1 percent for the traditional 
schools and dropped to 16.4 percent at 
the Monument Academy. The overall 
district increase is 2.37 percent, which 
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Are you a Number Jumbler??
Are you Lax with your Tax??
Are you a Pill with your Bills??

The Balancing Act
Bookkeeping for 

Small Business & Individuals
——–——–

35 Years of Office Solution and 
Bookkeeping Experience

——–——–

Maggie Williamson
719-488-9110
emw@bigplanet.com

Yes for LP Kids

The following people support  
Lewis Palmer School District #38 & are voting  

Yes on 3D and 3E.

Tommie Plank 
Michael Pomarico 
Vickie Pomarico 
Connie Profitt 
Lanette Prosseda 
Mary Pucci 
R. Kevin Quin 
Diane Racicot 
Elizabeth Rael 
Jes Raintree 
Shawn Raintree  
Tim Rector 
Rusty Reed 
Barbara Reed-Polty 
Jamie Reigert 
Kelli Reinmuth 
Barbara Reynolds 
Tina Rhodes 
Michele Richardson 
Susan Rork 
Roberta Ross 
Lisa Ruhnow 
Margie Ryan 
Rick Ryan 
Tammie Sandin 
Pamela Sartori 
Kris Scarsbrook 
Vince Scarsbrook 
Jane Sergeant 
Dena Shell 
Susan Sherman 
Karen Shuman 
Jan Sievert 
Caroline Simzisko 
Deanna Smiley 
Ed Smith 
Terri Stowe 
Dallas Strawn 
Terri Sullivan 
Dori Sutton 
Suzanne Tafoya 
Renee Taylor 
John Teague 
Philip Tedor 
Ab Tellez 
Anne Tellez 
Brie Temple 
Libby Theune 
Tom Theune 
Ted Thompson 
Kirk H. Thorne 
Karina Tominello 
Michael Tominello 
Candace Torrance 
Kathie Tremaine 

Mitch Carter 
Tanya Carter 
Tony Cerato 
Kim Chapman 
Wendy Chase 
Michael Chulick 
Tammy Chulick 
Denise Clark 
Lindsey Cleue 
Ted Coberly 
Jeanette Cole 
Carrie Commerford 
Kelly Cotter 
Beth Courrau 
Heather Cross 
John Curran 
Karen D�Amour 
Beth Davis 
Chris Dawson 
Emma DeKler 
Shera DeCoud 
Brian DeKam 
Joe Dekleva 
LouAnn Dekleva 
Aileen Dickey 
Dave Dilley 
Carrie Dockins 
Robert Dockins 
Laura Douglas 
Jane Duncan 
Diana Dunston 
Dee Dee Eaton 
Hugh Eaton 
Corey Eberty 
Eric Edstrom 
Tracey Edstrom 
Cynthia Eversole 
Andrea Fabry 
Chris Fabry 
Eileen Facinelli 
Kelly Farmer 
Darcie Farrow 
Bob Felice 
Lisa Fillo 
Steve Fillo 
Nancy H. Fitzsche 
Lynn Flood 
Bob Foster 
Hayes Fraser 
Susan Fraser 
Margie Frostman 
Shelly Fuellenbach 
Susan Fuller 
Greg Fuller 
Chris Furrow 

Carrie Gallegos 
Margo Gasta 
Iren Ghasem 
Amy Giacomelli 
Bob Goldberg 
Sara Goldberg 
Bill Goth 
Deborah Goth 
Susan Graczyk 
Eric Gustafson 
Suann Guill 
Gina Hagglof 
Lisa Hatfield 
Carol Hattrup 
Leo M. Hattrup 
Marie Haney 
Glenda Hawkison 
Scott Hayes 
Laurie Healy 
Chris Henderson 
Sherry Henderson 
Bob Herrfeldt 
Margaret Herrfeldt 
Susan Hippe 
Andrew Hoffman 
Eva Hornung 
Matt Hornung 
James Howard 
Barb Huey 
Sue Huismann 
Betty Hutchinson 
Amelia Ianetta 
Keith Jacobus 
Joanne Jensen 
Cathy Johlfs 
John Johlfs 
Daniel Johnson 
Darlene Johnson 
Marissa Jones 
Victoria Kalthoff 
Alan Kamp 
Kristina Kazlaysky 
Mark Keisling 
Kelly Kempf-Mobley 
Craig Ketels 
Julie King 
Diane Kingsland 
Sandy Kirby 
Wendi Kirchhogefer 
Ray Kilmer 
Naomi Knaff 
Tim Kostenbauer 
Bill Kraus 
Susan Kraus 
Cathy LaVerde 

Debbie Leasure 
Eileen Leslie 
Ray Leslie 
Kern Lewis 
Helen Liou 
Laine Lobban 
Leslie Lobban 
Glenn Lodwig 
Joe Luksic 
John Magerko 
Suzanne Magerko 
Joe Maier 
Stacy Maier 
Lucritia Marchelt 
Christopher Marter 
Marilee Marter 
Steve McCutcheon 
Jan McKinley 
Mike McKinley 
Jane McNally 
Dale Memulh 
Stacey Meszaros 
Al Mikelson 
Leslie Mikelson 
Christy Milks 
Dennis Milks 
Debbie Miller 
Duey Miller 
Juliene Miller 
Terry Miller 
Alexis Miller-Gibbore 
Dorine Mirchandam 
Paula Mooney 
Becky Moulden 
Michelle Nay 
Suzanne Newton 
Doyle Oakley 
Scott Obermeyer 
Seann O�Connor 
Amy O�Dair 
Mike O�Dair 
Lisa Olson 
Amy Owens 
Sandy Pachunka 
Pam Parco 
Gina Pascale 
Eugene A. Peterson 
Sherri Pepple 
Luis Perez 
Mary Perez 
Terri Peterson 
Ha Quyen Pharm-
Nyguyen
Tori Phillips 
Stephen Plank 

Dee Adelgren 
Becky Albright 
Kathy Allen 
Chris Anonseon 
Bill Anonsen 
Michelle Anonsen 
Paula Arakawa 
Michelle Asher 
Lynn Asman 
Russ Asman 
Yvonne Athey 
Michelle Atkinson 
Brad Bailey 
Chris Bailey 
Christine Bailey 
Jennifer Ballentine 
Teresa Barnes 
Karen Bassett 
Ted Bauman 
Michele Baxter 
Wade Baxter 
Bill Beckwith 
Deborah Beckwith 
Phoebe Belteau 
Ted Belteau 
Mark Brewer 
Tammie Bireeter 
Carla Blackburn-Slate 
Ray Blanch 
Suzie Blanch 
Rafe Blood, Jr. 
Monica Bobak 
Wendi Bornstein 
Melissa Bonser 
Laura Bopp 
Richard Bopp 
Claire Boynton 
Mark Bradley 
Jay Brandt 
Jodi Bridges 
Kim Briding 
Brenda Brondum 
Daryl Brondum 
Mark Bruning 
Don Bryant 
Gina Bryant 
Kelly Bryant 
Ken Bryant 
Steve Burford 
Susan Burget 
Jackie Burhans 
Kid Butterfield 
Joy Cameron 
Kreig Campbell 
Melinda Carpenter 

Abby Trowbrige 
Anne Trytten 
Elizabeth Turner 
Tom Turney 
Jennifer Van Dylze 
Lori Wagner 
Cindy Walsmann 
Cheryl Wangeman 
Shelley Warner 
Melissa Weeks 
Kathy Weiler 
Ron Wessel 
Dave Wheeler 
Kathy Wiederaenders 
Cathy Wilcox 
Gail Wilson 
Lisanne Wilson 
Mary Beth Wilson 
Marie Wissler 
Joanna Witt 
Donna Wood 
Cathy Woodworth 
Woody Woodworth 
Becky Yoder 
Gina Zelkin 
Jim Zeretix 
Cynthia Zook 

LPEA 
Mary Jane Abby 
Sue Abbott 
Cynthia Ahl Reid 
Cathy Bailey 
Angie Bates 
Michele Baxter 
Wade Baxter 
Joshua Belk 
Denna Bennett 
Melissa Bent 
Linda Biondi 
Kendra Boone 
Kristin Boyd 
Yvette Brown 
Darcy Bryant 
Jenny Day 
Tim Evans 
Matt Fackelman 
Denise Fiedler 
Kristi Follett 
Debbie Fraley 
Margie Frostman 
Susan Fuller 
Peggi Gaggi 
Deanna Glasl 
Monte Gutowski 

Audrey Haley 
Carolyn Harvey 
Glenda Hawkinson 
Jennifer Hayden 
Lissa Hoeprich 
Kathryn Holley 
Sidney Hough 
Pam Howard 
Joanne Howells 
Melanie Hudson 
Greg Jackson 
Arman Jamie 
Marc Johnson 
Melody Kahtava 
Karen Kennedy 
Brian Kerska 
Mary Ketels 
Jeanett Kinard 
Bill Kissell 
Dawn Klein 
Naomi Knaff 
Dave Lahnert 
Richard Loy 
Tana Lucido 
Vicky Luther 
Malinda Martens 
Kristin Mason 
Georgia McCabe 
Jennifer McConnell 
Cheryl Leigh Merrill 
Michael Minnich 
Bret Mischlich 
Mike Molingo 
Melissa Monroe 
Virginia Monroe 
Deborah Morgan 
Margaret Murray 
Rae Nessner 
Amy Newton 
Tim Nolan 
Peggy Ocken 
Karen Orazem 
Gail Ostergren 
Terri Owens 
Annette Palmer 
Pam Parco 
Peggy Parsely 
Deborah Penny 
Gina Perez 
Wendy Rhoades 
BB Rickbainer 
Peggy Ritchie 
Phyllis Robinette 
Diane Roscoe 
Matt Rott 

Lori Schardt 
Jaci Schatz 
Roberta Schultz 
Alesia Schweigert 
Laurie Scott 
Marylee Shoback 
Carla Sides 
Kevin Sienkowski 
Patricia Smith 
Rachel Smither 
Robert Spiller 
Joan Steininger 
Kim Swanson 
Mark Swanson 
Irene Tamayo 
Tim Templeton 
Paula Templin 
Kathy Thirkell 
Judy Thompson 
Sharon Thompson 
Lynsey Vanderham 
Heather Von Feldt 
Dwight Wahlborg 
Linda Wilson 
Mary Rose Winn 
Bradley Wood 
Jean Yamiolkoshi 
Deb Zeh 
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means District 38 will not be considered 
a fast-growth district next year. This 
will limit its ability to issue bonds.

• Annual Student Achievement Report 
– Director of Assessment Marie 
Revak presented the 2005-06 Annual 
Student Achievement Report, which 
is an assessment inventory of eight 
standardized tests taken by District 38 
students. The comprehensive report, 
which is posted at www.lewispalmer.org, 
includes historical data, comparisons, 
and trends showing that D38 students 
continue to perform well on the tests. 

• School Safety and Security Report 
– Pomerico and Garland discussed 
measures being taken in the district to 
upgrade security in the schools. Garland 
noted that the district has had a crisis 
plan in effect for several years. Some 

of the school principals reported on the 
lock-down exercises at their schools. 
The board approved funding of an 
additional $30,000 per year to expand 
the position of School Resource Officer 
from half-time to full-time. 

• Open enrollment window – Raintree 
discussed a new open enrollment 
window from Nov. 1 through Jan. 15 that 
includes Monument Academy. Raintree 
said this window was created to comply 
with the charter school contract and 
to improve budgeting by reducing the 
number of students switching between 
schools during the school year. 

• Telephone and voice mail system 
upgrade hits a snag – Steve Endicott 
reported that a decision by the School 
and Library Division of the Universal 
Service Administrative Company 

(USAC) eliminated the opportunity for 
District 38 to apply for a 40 percent E-
Rate discount if the district replaces its 
telephone and voice mail system with 
a Voice Over Internet Protocol (VoIP) 
system. USAC is an independent, not-
for-profit corporation that administers 
the federal Universal Service Fund 
for the Federal Communications 
Commission. Endicott noted that 
telephone companies including Qwest 
have been lobbying against E-rate for 
VoIP systems. Endicott is working on 
the financial implications of the decision 
and will report back to the board in 
November with scenarios for how to 
proceed.

• Update on strategic plan – The board 
directed the superintendent to bring to 
the November meeting a comparison 

of four models of strategic plans, with 
five key elements (service, availability, 
philosophy, model, and cost) including 
pros and cons.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer School District 38 
Board of Education normally meets on 
the third Thursday of each month at the 
Learning Center of the Lewis-Palmer 
Administration Building, Second and 
Jefferson. The next meeting is 7 p.m. 
November 16. The district’s Web site is at 
www.lewispalmer.org. Meeting highlights 
from the Web site were used in preparing 
this article.

Wording of ballot question 3C is 
posted on the Monument Academy Web 
site: www.monumentacademy.net.

OVERALL VIEW
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Citizens present reasons for opposing 3D and 3E
By Jim Kendrick

During four scheduled presentations, Concerned Citizens 
for D-38 Kids gave a slide show with information oppos-

ing D-38’s current plan to build a second high school on 
Monument Hill Road. The fi rst presentation was in the 
Monument Library on Sept. 19, followed by three presen-
tations in Town Hall on Oct. 19, Oct. 24, and Nov. 2. At-
tendance at the meetings ranged from 25 to 35 people. 

The following statements were taken from the group’s 
slide show and from comments by speakers Steve Stef-
fey, Gary Marner, and Hilary Brendemuhl. (To see their 
entire slide show, visit the Concerned Citizens Web site at 
www.d38deservesbetter.org. Opposing views can be found 
at www.lewispalmer.org and www.yesforlpkids.org.):

Vision statement
• Lewis-Palmer District 38 needs additional capacity to 

relieve overcrowding at the current high school.
• Additional capacity needs to be sited in a safe location, 

with ready access, and a minimum of construction 
challenges with the best use of taxpayers’ dollars.

• An informed public will make an informed decision.
Today’s situation

The D-38 School Board acted with little community input 
to choose and purchase an unsatisfactory site on Monu-
ment Hill for the second high school based on a question-

able growth study and:
• No purchase escape clause 
• No committed funding prior to entering land purchase 

contracts 
• No site safety study 
• No traffi c impact study
• No environmental impact study,
• No building plan 
• No contractor cost estimates 
• No architectural plan
• No building budget
• No site engineering plans or costs
Also:
• The School Board rushed to authorize a bond election 

for approval to sell $57 million in bonds (their max debt 
capacity).

• D-38 actively solicited Douglas County students to 
qualify for a fast-track growth rate and for additional 
debt capacity. 

How did we get here?
• In 1991, the board purchased a 60-acre site for a second 

high school on the southeast corner of Highways 105 
and 83 at the geographical center of the school district 
for about $225,000 from the Resolution Trust Corp.

• After the 2004 bond election failed, D-38 commissioned 
a growth study identifying needs at district build-out in 
25-50 years.

• D-38 unsuccessfully attempted to purchase Wissler 
Ranch. 

• Public outcry over decision to use eminent domain 
forced the board to retreat from taking the Wissler 
Ranch site.

• Board identifi ed eight sites for a second high school in 
the April meeting, including the Highway 105-83 site. 

• Monument Hill location announced to the public only 
after negotiation/purchase contracts for land were in 
place July 20. 

• D-38 has been soliciting students from Douglas 
Country to help meet the 3 percent growth rate required 
to enable a debt limit of $57 million. 

1315 Blueberry Hills
Road, Woodmoor—
Million-dollar Pikes
Peak views! Very spacious home on 3⁄4+-ac. lot. Recently
remodeled with new carpet and updated baths. Large kitchen 
connected to two-story great room with attractive faux stone
fireplace. Study on main. 5-6 bd, 5 ba. Walkout lower level.
Hot water heat. Under $97/sq. ft.! List price $549,000.

5462 Bestwood Drive, Larkspur—Awesome Pikes Peak
views. Over 36 acres, close-in horse property with walk-out
Quality built 5 bd, 4 ba, ranch-style home, huge (32x72) two-
story barn, both built in 2000. Separate, updated and ex-
panded 2-3 bd guest house. Trees, rock outcroppings.  Easy 
commute to Colorado Springs or Denver. List price $849,000.

Virtual Tour: www.circlepix.com/home/AP4M2K

9040 S. Blue Sage Circle, NE El Paso County—One-level
living on 10 treed acres (two 5 acre lots, can be split) in D-38.
Pristine condition with 3
bedrooms on the main,
3 bedrooms in the lower 
walkout level. 31⁄2 bath,
5 pc master bath. Spa-
cious kitchen with eating 
nook and counter bar.
Bonus loft over the 3 car 
garage features gas
fireplace for office or
media room. Huge com-
posite deck off main
living area. Large, newer 
outbuilding. $625,000.

Virtual Tour: www.circlepix.com/home/APXTXR

Remodeled!

Virtual Tour: www.circlepix.com/home/APA6FL

Over 36 acres!

10 acres!

Purchasing a home or 
refinancing?

We offer the largest 
selection of loan programs
for perfect credit and not 

so perfect credit
homeowners

Call us!

U. S. Capital, 
Inc.

James Ramsey
487-0544

Lisa Ramsey
559-2151
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GGive your parrot a “Parrot Physique” 
with our Manzanita Activity

 Playstands, gyms, toys,
 perches & much more!

Come Visit Our Store 
M - F 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

OR CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

780 Highway 105 • unit C
Palmer Lake, CO 80133 

Potato Monday!
Regular Potato Burrito 

& Medium Drink ~ Only $4*

in the Monument Marketplace on 
Leather Chaps near the Home Depot

481-1345
*Every Monday. Extras not included. No substitutions

Cathy R. Deschaine, LMT, CNMT
1770 Deer Creek Road
Monday - Saturday 9-5

• Deep Tissue
• Neuromuscular
• Trigger Point
• Myofascial

Release

719-243-2860

Massage
The perfect gift for the 

nice people on your 
holiday list!

Buy two Holiday Gift Certificates, 
get the third one at 

50% OFF!

Guitar
Lessons

All Ages • All Levels • All Styles

Graduate of the prestigious Guitar Institute 
of Technology in Hollywood with
20 years’ Teaching Experience 

As an added convenience, lessons can be 
provided in the comfort of your home to fit 

your busy schedule.

Call Mike at 487-8435
����������

�������������
������������� ������
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Irresponsible land 
purchase practices

• $5.75 million land purchase made 
without community input or bond 
approval. 

• What were the appraisals of the three 
parcels?

• No standard escape clause in purchase 
contracts dependent on bond passage.

• Closed on 40 acres ($2 million) and 23 
acres ($3.1 million) on Sept. 27. 

• D-38 had seller of 23 acre parcel carry a 
$1.5M note payable on 1/30/2007 - Will 
they sell the Hwy105-Hwy 83 site to pay 
for their $1.5M note due in Jan. 2007? 

• Closed on remaining five acres 
($650,000) Oct. 17.

• Purchased land without clear estimates 
of site suitability.

• Site has sloping, hilly terrain resulting 
in significant site preparation costs and 
expensive three-tiered buildings to fit 
the land.

• Crystal Creek 100-year flood plain 
crosses site – no answers on mitigation 
costs or downstream impact.

• Crisis engineering and design require 
premium payments to vendors

Bond issues
• The $57 million bond and $2 million 

operating tax increase will add 10 mills 
to the tax load on all real property in 
the district, equal to about $251 on 
the “average” $315,000 D-38 home at 
today’s assessed valuation rather than a 
$35 increase in 2008 property tax. 

• If questions 3D and 3E are 
defeated, property tax will decrease 
approximately $150/year on a $315,000 
home, as confirmed by Terry Casey, 
D-38 bond attorney, at a September 
District Accountability Committee 
meeting.

• In the 2004 bond election, D-38 asked 
for $33.5 million to build a second high 
school — now they want $57 million for 
the new high school and other projects 
(70 percent increase) and the ballot 
language “including, but not limited to” 
gives them a blank check to reallocate 
the funds.

• In 2004, D-38 asked for $750,000 to 
operate a second high school — now 
they ask for $2 million (167 percent 
increase).

Safety
• No consideration for weather impact on 

traffic safety prior to purchase.
• All ingress/egress traffic on a two-lane 

road or residential streets.
• Major infrastructure modifications and 

improvements will be needed, and these 
have not been estimated.

• CDOT has not approved a second 
access to the site from its frontage road, 
Monument Hill Road.

• Grade separation without guard rails 
between I-25 and steeper Monument 
Hill Road creates potential for major 
traffic injuries and deaths.

• The board stated that traffic impact on 
Highway 105 and Woodmoor Drive was 
El Paso County’s issue.

• One HazMat truck per hour travels 
through Inspection Stations — within 
250 feet of second high school site. 

• No consideration of fire danger due to 
close proximity to severe fire area in 
one of the most wooded and populated 
areas.
D-38 has no building plan

• How will it pay for the additional 
schools needed for the growth east of 
Jackson Creek and north of Baptist 
Road with no additional bond capacity?

• Taxpayers will pay for the board’s rush 
to build
No community involvement

School Design Committee consists of:
• 19 School Board or D-38 employees
• Four H+L Architecture employees
• One high school parent 
• One high school student
• No neighborhood or community 

representatives.
Questionable growth study

• North-South boundary (Highway 105) 
chosen based on this study

• Board states high school student growth 
will be in North district — near the 
Monument Hill site. 

• Board’s study shows high student 
growth where current commercial 
building is taking place (Monument 
Marketplace, Jackson Creek Commerce 
Center, The Timbers).

• No growth shown for newly annexed 
developments (Home Place, Promontory 
Pointe, Baptist Church Camp, etc., with 
3,000-plus homes to be built). 

However:
• Bureau of Census shows zero growth in 

proposed built-out Monument Hill site 
area.

• Creekside Middle School Web site states 
Jackson Creek is the fastest-growing 
area in Monument.

• Announced developments in 
annexations between Higby Road and 
Baptist clearly show southeast growth 
pattern.

• Board soliciting students from Douglas 
County to maintain 3 percent enrollment 
to be eligible to issue bonds.

• Taxpayers deserve accurate 
information. 

Alternatives to 3D and 3E
• Defeat 3D and 3E now to prevent 

irresponsible tax spending.
• Involve “whole” community in process 

for determining best road to additional 
high school capacity relief as well as an 
overall building blueprint and budget 
for growth.

• Revalidate and update growth plan 
to reflect current growth/zonings and 
economic growth projections.

• Float new ballot in 12 months with 
known plan, costs and budgets to 
support it.

• Vote “no” until there is a responsible 
district plan. 

******************
Note that Concerned Citizens for D-38 
Kids takes no position on ballot question 
3C regarding a temporary mill levy for 
Monument Charter Academy. For further 
information on Question 3C see: www.mo
numentacademy.net. 

For further information on the D-38 
ballot issues discussed above see:
w w w.ou rcom mu n it y news.org / top _
stories.htm#lewis-palmer

Above: Monument Hill Road, site of the proposed second D-38 high school, is 
even steeper than the portion of I-25 which is often closed for snow.  Note the 
absence of a guard rail between the school bus route and northbound lanes of 
I-25.  Photo by Jim Kendrick

 Attention: Citizens of the 
Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District

The Monument Firefighters are asking for your help by 
supporting Ballot initiative 5E. This will enable us to continue 
to minimize the loss of life and property resulting from fire, 
medical emergencies, and other disasters. With the rapid 
growth in our community, our resources are strained. 

A YES vote on 5E will provide more staff to man stations and 
equipment. We pride ourselves by providing care unrivaled in 
our county and state. Our commitment to our community is 
evident through our efforts to promote the well being of our 
neighbors, friends, and visitors to the Tri-Lakes region. 

Through our continued focus on excellence, and your support 
by voting YES on 5E, we can achieve our goals.

Thank you,
Your Local Firefighters

MORE PROTECTION * GREAT SERVICE * LOW RATES

VIOLET KASA   GLEN KASA
vkasa@farmersagent.com glen.vkasa@farmersagency.com
Cell: 231-7138 Cell: 231-8444

KASA INSURANCE AGENCY
Free Precise Proposals Online

@www.kasainsurance.com
OR CALL NOW!
487-9556

10 min could save you money!
Auto * Home * Life * Health

Business * Work/Comp
Mutual Funds * IRA’s *

Securities offered through Farmers Financial Solutions, LLC, Member NASD
2423 Galena Avenue, Simi Valley, CA 93065, 805-306-3400

1864 WOODMOOR DR 
SUITES 201 & 204

Monument, CO   80132
FX: 867-3302
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By Sue Wielgopolan
The Donala Board of Directors 
discussed plans to become part 
of a new water authority at the 
Oct. 18 meeting. The author-
ity will be composed of several 
current members of the Palmer 
Divide Water Group, and will 
focus primarily on pooling wa-
ter resources and providing the 
infrastructure needed to bring 
renewable water to the region.

Members also discussed 
Transit Loss funding and a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
that could be a first step toward 
obtaining storage capacity for 
renewable water supplies.

Robert Hull was recognized 
as employee of the quarter for 
his outstanding work with capital 
projects. He was rewarded with a 
day off and a gift certificate.

Water Group plans 
meeting to discuss new 

water authority
Donala General Manager Dana 
Duthie confirmed that the Water 
Group will host a public meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. on Nov. 16 at The 
Place in the Gleneagle shopping 
center and has invited the boards 
of the Woodmoor, Donala, and 
Academy Water and Sanitation 
districts, Triview and Cherokee 
Metro Districts, and trustees 
from Monument and Palmer 
Lake to attend. Gary Barber 
will present a program detailing 
the Water Group’s plan to form 
a new water authority, outlining 
future surface water projects and 

sketching out options for coop-
eratively sharing water resources 
among the area’s districts and 
municipalities.

Duthie distributed a draft 
intergovernmental agreement 
(IGA) authored by attorney Jim 
Petrock of the law firm Petrock 
and Fendel to Donala board 
members and asked for their 
comments. The IGA would cre-
ate a governing board composed 
of one member chosen from each 
of the participating entities.

The agreement would estab-
lish a governmental entity ca-
pable of entering into contracts, 
purchasing water rights, and 
constructing water projects. It 
provides for the possibility of 
funding through revenue bonds 
and other means but specifically 
excludes mill levies. The author-
ity would also be allowed, but not 
required, to address stormwater 
issues.

The Donala board discussed 
details of the draft agreement, 
asking for clarification and mak-
ing suggestions on issues such as 
voting guidelines.

Duthie also distributed 
a draft Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) for board 
members to review. The draft 
MOU between the yet-to-be-
formed water authority and Mark 
Morley’s Stonewall Springs, LLC 
and H2O Providers, LLC states 
the group’s interest in the pos-
sible purchase of water storage 
capacity in Stonewall Quarry and 

Brush Hollow reservoirs.
Board members supported 

the concept but expressed con-
cerns about signing an agreement 
at this time.

Donala revises 
enterprise status

The board unanimously passed 
a resolution to rescind a 1995 
resolution establishing a separate 
Gleneagle enterprise. Donala’s at-
torney at the time recommended 
establishing an enterprise fund to 
help the district conform to TA-
BOR requirements by separating 
funds subject to TABOR restric-
tions from income collected 
through water use fees.

Since then, Donala has been 
keeping three separate accounts. 
One account consists of tax mon-
ey (a mill levy) collected specifi-
cally for operations and mainte-
nance; a second account consists 
of funds collected through a 
separate mill levy earmarked for 
debt related to the waste plant 
purchase and improvements. The 
third account contains enterprise 
funds collected through tap fees 
and water use fees.

Sometime in 2007, sufficient 
taxes will have been collected 
to pay off the debt, which was 
refinanced in 1999 primarily for 
purchase of and improvements 
to the Upper Monument Creek 
Regional Wastewater Facility. 
Rather than let the second mill 
levy expire, Donala residents 
voted last May to convert it to 
operations and maintenance (es-

sentially combining it with the 
first) and to extend the mill levy 
indefinitely.

Redefining Donala’s enter-
prise status will simplify book-
keeping by allowing the district 
to combine tax income and water 
use and tap fee income into a 
single account.

Duthie told board members 
that the biggest drawback to 
changing the enterprise was that 
the district would be unable to 
issue revenue bonds. He said that 
should the need to issue bonds 
arise, the district can temporar-
ily reduce the mill levy so that 
taxes collected do not exceed 10 
percent of total income for the 
year preceding, and re-establish 
the enterprise.

Board votes to impose 
fines for watering r
estriction violations

As part of a region-wide effort 
to conserve water, Donala will 
impose mandatory watering 
restrictions starting in 2007. Mu-
nicipalities and water and sanita-
tion districts in the Palmer Divide 
region will begin to consolidate 
resources and standardize water 
policies next year. Part of that ef-
fort will be to encourage efficient 
use of existing supplies.

Local entities favor mod-
eling watering restrictions on 
the demand management pro-
gram implemented in 2006 by 
the Woodmoor district, which 
involved watering every third 
day during early morning, late 

evening, and nighttime hours. 
Similar programs have proven 
highly effective in reducing peak 
demand and overall consumption 
in other Front Range communi-
ties.

Duthie proposed sending a 
warning for the first two offens-
es, a fine of $50 for the third, and 
disconnection of water service 
with a reconnection fee of $75 if 
the customer continues to ignore 
restrictions.

Board members felt residents 
need more time to become accus-
tomed to restrictions, which had 
not been previously imposed in 
Donala. The directors also took 
into consideration the fact that 
many residents are on a fixed 
income, and the $50 fine might 
equal some homeowners’ month-
ly water bills.

Members decided on a more 
lenient policy for the first year, 
and proposed instead that a $25 
fine be imposed after two warn-
ing letters, with subsequent fines 
of $50 a month, and no cutoff. 
Members agreed that after the 
first year stiffer penalties were 
warranted, and decided to ap-
prove the original proposal for 
the second year of watering re-
strictions and beyond.

The board voted unani-
mously to include the fines for 
watering restriction violations in 
the rules and regulations.

Board approves water 
and sewer rates for 2007
The Donala board passed a reso-
lution instituting the 2007 water 
and sewer rates as proposed in 
the draft structure distributed by 
Duthie at the September meeting. 
The only change made by the di-
rectors to the draft proposal was 
the reduction of fines and penal-
ties for the first year of watering 
restrictions.

Most residential customers 
will experience no increase in 
their water and sewer bills next 
year. Only rates for water use of 
volumes greater than 30,000 gal-
lons in a month will increase; less 
than 10 percent of Donala resi-
dents fall into that category.

Donala Water and Sanitation District, October 18

Board discusses water issues
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Yes for LP Kids

The following people support  
Lewis Palmer School District #38 & are voting  

Yes on 3D and 3E.

Tommie Plank 
Michael Pomarico 
Vickie Pomarico 
Connie Profitt 
Lanette Prosseda 
Mary Pucci 
R. Kevin Quin 
Diane Racicot 
Elizabeth Rael 
Jes Raintree 
Shawn Raintree  
Tim Rector 
Rusty Reed 
Barbara Reed-Polty 
Jamie Reigert 
Kelli Reinmuth 
Barbara Reynolds 
Tina Rhodes 
Michele Richardson 
Susan Rork 
Roberta Ross 
Lisa Ruhnow 
Margie Ryan 
Rick Ryan 
Tammie Sandin 
Pamela Sartori 
Kris Scarsbrook 
Vince Scarsbrook 
Jane Sergeant 
Dena Shell 
Susan Sherman 
Karen Shuman 
Jan Sievert 
Caroline Simzisko 
Deanna Smiley 
Ed Smith 
Terri Stowe 
Dallas Strawn 
Terri Sullivan 
Dori Sutton 
Suzanne Tafoya 
Renee Taylor 
John Teague 
Philip Tedor 
Ab Tellez 
Anne Tellez 
Brie Temple 
Libby Theune 
Tom Theune 
Ted Thompson 
Kirk H. Thorne 
Karina Tominello 
Michael Tominello 
Candace Torrance 
Kathie Tremaine 

Mitch Carter 
Tanya Carter 
Tony Cerato 
Kim Chapman 
Wendy Chase 
Michael Chulick 
Tammy Chulick 
Denise Clark 
Lindsey Cleue 
Ted Coberly 
Jeanette Cole 
Carrie Commerford 
Kelly Cotter 
Beth Courrau 
Heather Cross 
John Curran 
Karen D�Amour 
Beth Davis 
Chris Dawson 
Emma DeKler 
Shera DeCoud 
Brian DeKam 
Joe Dekleva 
LouAnn Dekleva 
Aileen Dickey 
Dave Dilley 
Carrie Dockins 
Robert Dockins 
Laura Douglas 
Jane Duncan 
Diana Dunston 
Dee Dee Eaton 
Hugh Eaton 
Corey Eberty 
Eric Edstrom 
Tracey Edstrom 
Cynthia Eversole 
Andrea Fabry 
Chris Fabry 
Eileen Facinelli 
Kelly Farmer 
Darcie Farrow 
Bob Felice 
Lisa Fillo 
Steve Fillo 
Nancy H. Fitzsche 
Lynn Flood 
Bob Foster 
Hayes Fraser 
Susan Fraser 
Margie Frostman 
Shelly Fuellenbach 
Susan Fuller 
Greg Fuller 
Chris Furrow 

Carrie Gallegos 
Margo Gasta 
Iren Ghasem 
Amy Giacomelli 
Bob Goldberg 
Sara Goldberg 
Bill Goth 
Deborah Goth 
Susan Graczyk 
Eric Gustafson 
Suann Guill 
Gina Hagglof 
Lisa Hatfield 
Carol Hattrup 
Leo M. Hattrup 
Marie Haney 
Glenda Hawkison 
Scott Hayes 
Laurie Healy 
Chris Henderson 
Sherry Henderson 
Bob Herrfeldt 
Margaret Herrfeldt 
Susan Hippe 
Andrew Hoffman 
Eva Hornung 
Matt Hornung 
James Howard 
Barb Huey 
Sue Huismann 
Betty Hutchinson 
Amelia Ianetta 
Keith Jacobus 
Joanne Jensen 
Cathy Johlfs 
John Johlfs 
Daniel Johnson 
Darlene Johnson 
Marissa Jones 
Victoria Kalthoff 
Alan Kamp 
Kristina Kazlaysky 
Mark Keisling 
Kelly Kempf-Mobley 
Craig Ketels 
Julie King 
Diane Kingsland 
Sandy Kirby 
Wendi Kirchhogefer 
Ray Kilmer 
Naomi Knaff 
Tim Kostenbauer 
Bill Kraus 
Susan Kraus 
Cathy LaVerde 

Debbie Leasure 
Eileen Leslie 
Ray Leslie 
Kern Lewis 
Helen Liou 
Laine Lobban 
Leslie Lobban 
Glenn Lodwig 
Joe Luksic 
John Magerko 
Suzanne Magerko 
Joe Maier 
Stacy Maier 
Lucritia Marchelt 
Christopher Marter 
Marilee Marter 
Steve McCutcheon 
Jan McKinley 
Mike McKinley 
Jane McNally 
Dale Memulh 
Stacey Meszaros 
Al Mikelson 
Leslie Mikelson 
Christy Milks 
Dennis Milks 
Debbie Miller 
Duey Miller 
Juliene Miller 
Terry Miller 
Alexis Miller-Gibbore 
Dorine Mirchandam 
Paula Mooney 
Becky Moulden 
Michelle Nay 
Suzanne Newton 
Doyle Oakley 
Scott Obermeyer 
Seann O�Connor 
Amy O�Dair 
Mike O�Dair 
Lisa Olson 
Amy Owens 
Sandy Pachunka 
Pam Parco 
Gina Pascale 
Eugene A. Peterson 
Sherri Pepple 
Luis Perez 
Mary Perez 
Terri Peterson 
Ha Quyen Pharm-
Nyguyen
Tori Phillips 
Stephen Plank 

Dee Adelgren 
Becky Albright 
Kathy Allen 
Chris Anonseon 
Bill Anonsen 
Michelle Anonsen 
Paula Arakawa 
Michelle Asher 
Lynn Asman 
Russ Asman 
Yvonne Athey 
Michelle Atkinson 
Brad Bailey 
Chris Bailey 
Christine Bailey 
Jennifer Ballentine 
Teresa Barnes 
Karen Bassett 
Ted Bauman 
Michele Baxter 
Wade Baxter 
Bill Beckwith 
Deborah Beckwith 
Phoebe Belteau 
Ted Belteau 
Mark Brewer 
Tammie Bireeter 
Carla Blackburn-Slate 
Ray Blanch 
Suzie Blanch 
Rafe Blood, Jr. 
Monica Bobak 
Wendi Bornstein 
Melissa Bonser 
Laura Bopp 
Richard Bopp 
Claire Boynton 
Mark Bradley 
Jay Brandt 
Jodi Bridges 
Kim Briding 
Brenda Brondum 
Daryl Brondum 
Mark Bruning 
Don Bryant 
Gina Bryant 
Kelly Bryant 
Ken Bryant 
Steve Burford 
Susan Burget 
Jackie Burhans 
Kid Butterfield 
Joy Cameron 
Kreig Campbell 
Melinda Carpenter 

Abby Trowbrige 
Anne Trytten 
Elizabeth Turner 
Tom Turney 
Jennifer Van Dylze 
Lori Wagner 
Cindy Walsmann 
Cheryl Wangeman 
Shelley Warner 
Melissa Weeks 
Kathy Weiler 
Ron Wessel 
Dave Wheeler 
Kathy Wiederaenders 
Cathy Wilcox 
Gail Wilson 
Lisanne Wilson 
Mary Beth Wilson 
Marie Wissler 
Joanna Witt 
Donna Wood 
Cathy Woodworth 
Woody Woodworth 
Becky Yoder 
Gina Zelkin 
Jim Zeretix 
Cynthia Zook 

LPEA 
Mary Jane Abby 
Sue Abbott 
Cynthia Ahl Reid 
Cathy Bailey 
Angie Bates 
Michele Baxter 
Wade Baxter 
Joshua Belk 
Denna Bennett 
Melissa Bent 
Linda Biondi 
Kendra Boone 
Kristin Boyd 
Yvette Brown 
Darcy Bryant 
Jenny Day 
Tim Evans 
Matt Fackelman 
Denise Fiedler 
Kristi Follett 
Debbie Fraley 
Margie Frostman 
Susan Fuller 
Peggi Gaggi 
Deanna Glasl 
Monte Gutowski 

Audrey Haley 
Carolyn Harvey 
Glenda Hawkinson 
Jennifer Hayden 
Lissa Hoeprich 
Kathryn Holley 
Sidney Hough 
Pam Howard 
Joanne Howells 
Melanie Hudson 
Greg Jackson 
Arman Jamie 
Marc Johnson 
Melody Kahtava 
Karen Kennedy 
Brian Kerska 
Mary Ketels 
Jeanett Kinard 
Bill Kissell 
Dawn Klein 
Naomi Knaff 
Dave Lahnert 
Richard Loy 
Tana Lucido 
Vicky Luther 
Malinda Martens 
Kristin Mason 
Georgia McCabe 
Jennifer McConnell 
Cheryl Leigh Merrill 
Michael Minnich 
Bret Mischlich 
Mike Molingo 
Melissa Monroe 
Virginia Monroe 
Deborah Morgan 
Margaret Murray 
Rae Nessner 
Amy Newton 
Tim Nolan 
Peggy Ocken 
Karen Orazem 
Gail Ostergren 
Terri Owens 
Annette Palmer 
Pam Parco 
Peggy Parsely 
Deborah Penny 
Gina Perez 
Wendy Rhoades 
BB Rickbainer 
Peggy Ritchie 
Phyllis Robinette 
Diane Roscoe 
Matt Rott 

Lori Schardt 
Jaci Schatz 
Roberta Schultz 
Alesia Schweigert 
Laurie Scott 
Marylee Shoback 
Carla Sides 
Kevin Sienkowski 
Patricia Smith 
Rachel Smither 
Robert Spiller 
Joan Steininger 
Kim Swanson 
Mark Swanson 
Irene Tamayo 
Tim Templeton 
Paula Templin 
Kathy Thirkell 
Judy Thompson 
Sharon Thompson 
Lynsey Vanderham 
Heather Von Feldt 
Dwight Wahlborg 
Linda Wilson 
Mary Rose Winn 
Bradley Wood 
Jean Yamiolkoshi 
Deb Zeh 
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Homeowners will pay $4.50 
per 1,000 gallons for increments 
between 30,000 and 40,000 gal-
lons, which is 25 cents more 
than last year. Those residents 
using very large amounts of wa-
ter will pay an additional $1 for 
every 1,000 gallons over 40,000 
gallons, or a rate of $6 per 1,000 
gallons.

Residential water and sewer 
tap fees and residential water 
development fees, which apply to 
new homes, will increase by $500 
each. Total tap and installation 
fees for a new home in Donala 
will cost $16,500 in 2007.

New commercial water tap 
fees for three-quarter-inch and 
1-inch water lines and commer-
cial sewer tap fees (for the first 
20 fixture units) will increase 
by $500.

Budget discussion
Duthie reviewed some of the 
largest budgeted expenditures 
for 2007. He said that he always 
expects two well breaks each 
year and has budgeted $100,000 
for that purpose. (The district 
has a total of 14 wells.) Though 
no well breaks occurred during 
2006, two wells had to be re-
drilled. Duthie set aside another 
$300,000 for the redrill of one 
well in 2007.

Duthie said he intends to 
purchase a sewer camera at a 
cost of $10,000 for inspecting 
customer service lines. Previ-
ously, the district had contracted 
to do the work. 

The district’s new well, 
which will be located in Fox Run 
Park west of the Stella Drive 
entrance, is the single largest 
budget expenditure at $900,000. 
Duthie plans to spend $400,000 
on the Baptist Road pipeline, 
which has been delayed for well 
over a year as district staff waits 
to see whether the line should be 
larger than originally planned to 
bring in water from a surface 
source.

Converting manual paper 
maps of the district’s infra-
structure to database form is on 
Duthie’s wish list. He told mem-
bers he had asked for an estimate 
from a firm in Fort 
Collins in 2005, but he 
felt the price was too 
high. He still hopes 
to hire a part-time col-
lege student to input 
the data but said the 
project is “on the back 
burner” for now.

Duthie then 
answered questions 
from directors, who 
will have a chance to 
further review 2007 
figures before voting 
on the budget at the 
Nov. 29 meeting.

El Paso County 
Water Authority 

update
Duthie reported that 
lobbyist Pat Ratliff 
had no legislative bills 
to report on at the Oc-
tober meeting of the 
El Paso County Water 
Authority (EPCWA). 
The interim Water 
Resources Review 

Committee, which meets dur-
ing summer recess and usually 
recommends water-related legis-
lative actions in the fall, had no 
specific suggestions to put forth. 
Ratliff related that she expects to 
sees some bills on water quality 
issues.
Black Squirrel recharge study 
moves forward: Duthie said that 
the Colorado Water Conservation 
Board would provide $40,000 
for the Upper Black Squirrel 
recharge study, which will look 
at the feasibility of using the 

basin for storage. He also said 
that Gary Barber, who serves as 
executive agent for the authority 
as well as manager of the Palmer 
Divide Water Group (PDWG), 
is seeking additional funding 
from the Statewide Water Sup-
ply Initiative Arkansas Basin 
roundtable.

Though the PDWG has some 
interest in using the shallow Up-
per Black Squirrel aquifer as a 
water storage site, Duthie said the 
Cherokee Metropolitan District 
would be the main beneficiary 

of study results and that Donala 
would not be contributing funds 
at this time.
Water Authority releases draft 
budget: Duthie distributed cop-
ies of the EPCWA draft budget 
for 2007. He said that authority 
was not yet self-sufficient and 
would gradually raise member-
ship dues to accomplish that goal. 
Members will vote on approval of 
the budget in December.

Director Tim Murphy asked 
whether the new authority to be 
formed from PDWG members 

would take the place of the EP-
CWA. Duthie replied that with 
the exception of the Transit Loss 
study and model, the EPCWA 
had no overarching program that 
benefited all members. Northern 
members use wells to supply their 
needs; providers farther south 
rely on surface water. He said 
the groups had differing needs 
and interests, and the new water 
authority’s goals would mainly 
address those in the Tri-Lakes 
region. 

Right here in Monument!
481-2387

1,3 See store for details. Prices good through 11/14/06. 
Owned and operated by Tri-Lakes Electronics, a Ra-
dioShack dealer. Most major credit cards welcome.

Pacific-Rim InteriorsPacific-Rim InteriorsPacific-Rim InteriorsPacific-Rim Interiors

Now open 6 days a week!
Mon.-Thurs. 10-5:30 
Fri. & Sat. 10-4:30 

488-8306

Inspired, Handcrafted, 
Unique, Gifts

A Fine Art and Fine Craft Gallery � 481-3108

Pankratz GALLERY

M-F 10 - 5:30 � Sat. 10 - 4:30 � Shipping Available 

Public Opening: Sat., Nov. 4, 1-4 p.m.  
Artist�s Walkthrough: Sat., Nov. 11, 1-2:30 p.m. 

The American Landscapes of Brian Clifford 
Nov. 4�Dec. 2: Through watercolor and 

�emotional realism�, the artist offers visions of 
the eastern countryside and western plains. 

Reception with Joseph Bohler 
Saturday, November 4, 2-4 pm 

Come toast Joe and his wife Alaina at this 
special gathering to celebrate the holiday
season! Cider and cookies will be served.

719-487-7691
Mon. - Thurs. 10 - 5:30, Fri. & Sat. 10 - 4:30

Gift Certificates and Shipping Available

Joseph Bohler 
Holiday Exhibits 

and Specials
Nov. 4—Nov. 25

Gallery Center
366 Second Street • Monument

Three Great Galleries 
Under One Big Roof!
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Visitors ask about Classic’s 
plans for Shamrock Ranch

Marilyn Long and Ida Lash attended the 
meeting to ask about Classic’s plans for 
the Shamrock Ranch. Their visit had been 
prompted by an article in the September 
issue of OCN discussing Classic’s meeting 
with Donala staff and its interest in inclu-
sion. A spouse of one of the women had 
also noticed survey stakes on the property. 
Long and Lash own residences nearby but 
do not live in the Donala district.

They expressed concerns about the 
water supply and the impact of increased 
traffic on Highway 83. When the women 
contacted Classic, the representative an-
swering the phone denied any knowledge 
of a Classic development at the ranch.

Duthie confirmed that Classic had 
approached the district and asked for 
estimates for the cost of inclusion. He 
said that it was his understanding that the 
owner of Shamrock Ranch, David Wismer, 
was working with Classic on formulating 
a development plan. Duthie hastened to 
add that the homebuilder was in the early 
planning stages and was also considering 
21⁄2-acre lots, which would probably be 
serviced by wells and septic systems. He 
said Classic might also choose to annex to 
Colorado Springs, which would mean that 
Colorado Springs Utilities would provide 
water and sewer service.
Transit Loss model funding set

Duthie told the directors that Donala’s 
share for maintenance and operation of the 
Transit Loss model for 2007 is $8,201. The 
Transit Loss model, which was commis-
sioned by the EPCWA and the city of Colo-
rado Springs, is a computer model that is 
being created and will be maintained by 
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). Us-
ing a series of gauges and data points, the 
USGS will be able to accurately track the 
flows Monument Creek, Fountain Creek 
and other smaller streams en route to the 
Arkansas.

Duthie told the board that because 
Donala presently has few downstream 
buyers for its effluent, the district cannot 
recoup the cost of model maintenance. 
He indicated participation in the model at 
this time was expensive and of question-

able value, especially since the cost could 
increase depending on how frequently the 
district was expected to report readings to 
the USGS.

However, as Palmer Divide groups 
link their systems, the ability to track 
flows on a daily instead of monthly basis 
will eventually enable the district to en-
gage in effluent trades, sales and reuse, 
which would help Donala make better use 
of its resources. Duthie recommended the 
district continue to participate in model 
funding for the year. 

Wastewater plant 
construction update

Duthie briefed the board on construction 
progress on the waste plant expansion dur-
ing the past month.
• All three equalization basins have been 

poured. Two of the three have been 
water tested and the leaks sealed using 
a special injection system. Contractor 
Weaver Construction is moving 
water into the third for testing. After 
installing additional piping, Weaver 
will backfill around the basins. Duthie 
anticipates the basins will be completed 
by Thanksgiving as expected.

• The influent station and screen room are 
still in the permit phase with the Pikes 
Peak Regional Building Authority, but 
the addresses have been approved.

• Engineer Roger Sams of GMS 
Engineering is preparing the 
specifications for the sequencing batch 
reactor.

• Weaver construction is installing the 
denitrification filters.
Equalization basin costs only 

partially reimbursable
Duthie reported last month that construc-
tion costs incurred before the public 
hearing for the environmental assessment 
of the waste plant expansion were not 
reimbursable. Triview and Donala were 
unaware that the terms of the loans they 
obtained through the Colorado Water and 
Power Authority specify that the hearing 
must be held before construction can begin 
to be eligible for coverage.

Unfortunately, construction on the 
equalization basin was well under way 

before the two districts learned of the re-
quirement. Donala has funds available to 
cover their share; Triview does not.

Duthie said that “soft costs,” including 
engineering and equipment, are eligible 
for reimbursement. GMS is working to 
separate those expenses from construc-
tion costs. Duthie stated “soft costs” may 
account for up to 40 percent of the total for 
the equalization basin, but 25 to 30 percent 
is more likely.

So far, Donala has paid three bills to-
taling $600,000. Donala recently received 
an $80,000 payment from Triview, which 
had refinanced its debt and received a re-
fund at closing. Duthie said Triview will 
repay Donala “when it can.”
Forest Lakes obligated to supply 

water to waste plant
In the intergovernmental agreement be-
tween Triview and Forest Lakes Metro-
politan Districts and Donala for the waste-
water treatment plant, Forest Lakes agreed 
to supply water to the expanded facility, 
but so far has not installed the necessary 
infrastructure. Duthie told the board the 
metro district has until April 2007 to sub-
mit a plan and must provide the water by 
December. Forest Lakes has said it intends 
to provide water by May 2007.

Duthie said Forest Lakes has the op-
tion of using Triview’s purple reuse pipe 
for conveyance. The pipeline has not yet 
been installed. Triview Manager Larry 
Bishop agreed to give Forest Lakes six 
months’ notice of his intent to use the pipe 
should Forest Lakes choose to postpone 
installing its own line.

Donala could supply water to the plant 
as well, but that would involve tunneling 
under the interstate, which Duthie said 
would be done at Forest Lakes’ expense.

Well 2A redrill yields disap-
pointing result

According to Duthie, Layne-Western’s 
redrill of Well 2A has been less that satis-
factory. He contends the well was drilled 
improperly due to the absence of a good 
“mud” engineer. During the operation, the 
substrate swelled and stopped the casing 
200 feet short of depth. As a result, Donala 

may not get the minimum yield of 350 gal-
lons per minute. Duthie had hoped for 400 
to 450 gallons per minute.

Layne-Western is treating the well by 
using chemicals and attempting to re-bore 
the hole to enlarge it.

Donala hired a “mud” engineer to ex-
amine the well at the district’s expense.

Duthie said he may negotiate the 
$365,000 price if well yield is below expec-
tations. He said the company had moved 
their equipment off the lot, but would be 
back on Oct. 23 for a pumping test.
Donala discovers it does not yet 
own possible storage tank site

The Struthers Ranch Development Co. 
agreed to donate land as part of its inclu-
sion contract with Donala, but failed to 
deed the 2 acres behind the Robert Hull 
treatment plant to the district, instead giv-
ing ownership of the lot to Keller Homes. 
The district plans to build a storage tank 
on the site.

Keller’s lawyers are handling Donala’s 
request. The district is not yet in posses-
sion of the remaining deed.

Originally, Donala planned to build 
a circular tank that would be mostly 
in-ground, with a capacity of 2 million 
gallons. The district would like to have a 
capacity of 3 million gallons, but the site 
isn’t large enough for a circular tank of that 
size. GMS is considering the feasibility of 
an oblong design instead.

Donala will not build the tank im-
mediately. The decision whether to use it 
to store potable or reuse water will depend 
upon future cooperative agreements made 
with Monument, Triview and Woodmoor. 
The district plans to have the design “ready 
to go,” but may discard the idea if addition-
al storage is not needed.

The meeting went into executive ses-
sion at 3:22 p.m. to discuss the purchase, 
acquisition, lease or transfer of water, 
and personnel matters. The next regular 
meeting of the Donala board will take 
place on Nov. 29 at 1:30 p.m. at the Donala 
office, 15850 Holbein Dr. Meetings are 
normally held on the third Wednesday of 
each month.

27 Tips to Drive Up the Sale Price 
of Your Home

MONUMENT - Because your 
home may well be your largest 
asset, selling it is probably one of 
the most important decisions you 
will make in  your life.  And, 
once you have made that deci-
sion, you’ll want to sell your 
home for the highest price in the 
shortest time possible without 
compromising your sanity.  Be-
fore you place your home on the 
market, here’s a way to help you 
to be as prepared as possible.
     To assist home sellers, a new
industry report has just been re-
leased called 27 Valuable Tips 
That You Should Know to Get 
Your Home Sold Fast and for 
Top Dollar.  It tackles the impor-
tant issues you need to know to 
make your home competitive in 
today’s tough, aggressive market-
place.
     Through these 27 tips you will 
discover how to protect and capi-

talize on your investment, reduce 
stress, be on control of your situa-
tion, and make the most profit 
possible.
     In this report you’ll discover 
how to avoid financial disap-
pointment or worse, a financial 
disaster when selling your home.
Using a common-sense approach, 
you get the straight facts about 
what can make or break the sale 
of your home.
     You owe it to yourself to learn 
how these important tips will give 
you the competitive edge to get 
your home sold fast and for the 
most amount of money.

Order your free report today 
by visiting:
www.TipsForTopDollar.info
Or hear a brief recorded mes-
sage about how to order this re-
port, call:
 1-800-607-0359 ID # 3023

This report is courtesy of Barb Schlinker, Parker St. Claire Realty Company.
Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale.  © Copyright 2006

Paid Advertisement

NEVER PAY 4% TO 7% 
for selling your home 

AGAIN!

Sell Your Home for as low as $3,950*

For more information, contact our Tri-Lakes Specialist:
Karen Bluemel at 719-650-7452

And we ARE A FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE 
company with over 31 years experience.

*Fees may vary by location. $3,950 fee; applies to homes listed for $250,000 or less.
Each Office is independently Owned and Operated.

“Karen’s service surpassed our 
expectations.  We recommend her to 
all of our friends.” Donna and Malcolm James

                                              October 4, 2006

Help-U-Sell Alliance Results**
         MLS      Help-U-Sell

Average Days on the market 79 39
Average sale price % of list price 96% 99%
Number of sales 2005 vs. 2006 -8% +85%
**Based on information from the Pikes Peak REALTOR Services Corp 
(“RSC”) , for the period 1/1/2006-9/12/2006.   RSC does not guarantee or 
is in any way responsible for its accuracy.  Data maintained by RSC may 
not reflect all real estate activity in the mark
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By Jim Kendrick
The Monument Sanitation District Board reviewed 
the draft 2007 budgets for the district and the Tri-
Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF), set 
the date for the public hearing on the final 2007 
district budget, and changed the day and time of 
board meetings for the rest of the year. Director 
Bob Kuchek’s absence was excused from the Oct. 
17 meeting.

District Manager Mike Wicklund noted that 
he had continued a series of meetings with WWTF 
Manager Bill Burks, Woodmoor Water and Sanita-
tion District Manager Phil Steininger, and Palmer 
Lake Sanitation District Manager Duane Hanson 
to facilitate the beginning of autonomous facility 
operations beginning in 2007. The Woodmoor dis-
trict has been the executive agent for managing the 
facility until it recently asked the other two owning 
districts to be relieved of that duty. 

Wicklund said the Tri-Lakes wastewater facili-
ty budget for 2007 had been reduced from $829,609 
to $730,124 in the latest draft. The expenses bud-
geted for 2006 are $577,398. The expenses include 
the addition of a third full-time employee, one-time 
construction and maintenance expenses, increased 
energy costs for operating both aeration basins 

more often to meet tighter ammonia standards, and 
biennial sludge removal costs that were not incurred 
in 2006. 

The latest draft of the district’s 2007 budget 
was also discussed. Budget year 2007 will be the 
last year the district will collect tax. Specific owner-
ship tax and the mill levy will go away for budget 
year 2008 because the district will have no more 
bonded debt.

The board changed the regular meeting date 
and time from the third Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. to the 
third Thursday at 6:30 p.m. to eliminate schedule 
conflicts for some of the directors. The next board 
meeting at the district office building will now be 
on Nov. 16 instead of Nov. 14 as previously posted. 
New meeting time notices will be posted at the post 
office, town hall, and the district office. 

The board also scheduled the public hearing for 
the final 2007 district budget for 6:30 p.m. Dec. 12, 
in the district conference room, 130 Second St., in 
conjunction with the monthly meeting. The hearing 
was changed from the new normal meeting date of 
Dec. 21 because the district must certify its reduced 
mill rate of 3.3 with El Paso County by Dec. 15. 

Monument Sanitation District, October 17

2007 budgets revised
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Call
Judy Ventura

Classic 
Window 

Coverings

719-494-1150

Nov. & Dec. Day Camps!!Nov. & Dec. Day Camps!!
 

Need a break to shop for your turkey?
Need time to shop right after Thanksgiving? 

Drop your kids off at
Gym 4 Tykes Day Camps 

Wed., Nov. 22, 9Wed., Nov. 22, 9--noon and noon and 
Fri., Nov. 24, 9Fri., Nov. 24, 9--noon & 1noon & 1––4 pm4 pm

Gym 4 Tykes will also be running day camps
Dec. 20th thru Jan. 2nd

PARENTS NIGHT OUTPARENTS NIGHT OUT will run 
Fridays and Saturdays in December

 1435 Cipriani Loop
Near the restaurants off Hwy 105 at Knollwood

488488--33583358 •• www.gym4tykes.comwww.gym4tykes.com

• Professional

• Scissor Finish

• No Tranquilizers

• Reasonable Prices

• Here Since 1985
(719) 481-3356
By Appointment

Owned & Operated by Adrienne Angel

Vote YES on 3C
All D38 Kids MAtter!



Page 22 Vol. 6 No. 11Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 23Sat., November 4, 2006

By Elizabeth Hacker
The top priority at the October 
board of directors meeting was 
reviewing a draft of the proposed 
2007 budget prepared by district 
Manager Larry Bishop. Board 
member Martha Gurnick was ab-
sent. 

Bishop emphasized that the 
draft budget was still preliminary 
and that the board would have an-
other opportunity to review it with 
modification at the Nov. 15 meet-
ing before they approve it at the 
Dec. 13 budget hearing. He added 
that due to the upcoming holidays, 
the board meetings will be held 
on those dates rather than on the 
fourth Wednesday of the month.

Bishop said that he was still 
waiting on final figures for costs 
on the transmission line to the 
tank site at Sanctuary Pointe, two 
detention ponds at Promontory 
Pointe, and final costs for the new 
wastewater treatment facility with 
Donala District. Board President 

Steve Stephenson asked 
why he needed a cost for 
the detention ponds, as 
Triview’s policy is that 
the developer covers the 
cost of all improvements 
except water and sewer 
lines. Attorney Peter 
Susemihl remarked that he 
did not remember the dis-
trict limiting its responsi-
bility to sewer and water 
lines. Bishop responded 
that he had interpreted the 
agreement with Promon-
tory Pointe to read that the 
district would reimburse 
the developer for building 
the detention ponds, but 
said that he would re-read 
the agreement and bring 

it to the board at the November 
meeting. 

Bishop noted that the 2007 
revenue projections were conserva-
tive because he would rather err on 
the side of caution. The projection 
includes $450,000 from Wal-Mart, 
but that was contingent on approval 
of the November ballot measure. He 
also included 75 new homes, which 
Stephenson suggested was too low. 
Bishop responded that there could 
be as many as 300 homes sold in 
the district, but because the hous-
ing market has cooled, he felt it 
would be safer to keep the estimate 
conservative. Bishop added that 
there will be other changes as the 
budget is refined.

Stephenson asked if the in-
tergovernmental agreement with 
Monument for $180,000 to operate 
the wastewater treatment facil-
ity was really necessary, and he 
questioned if it could be more like 
$80,000. He suggested it required 
only an employee and some chemi-
cals to keep it operational until the 
new wastewater treatment facility 
could be used. Bishop responded 
that until the new facility was up 
and running, they needed to main-
tain the existing system.

Bishop addressed a “wish list” 
of items in the budget that included 
a “vac” truck that could be used for 
cleaning lines that should be done 
every year. He noted that Donala 
had recently purchased a new vac 
truck for $260,000 and was going 
to sell its old one for $40,000. A 
discussion followed regarding how 
the district would use this truck 
and if Monument would participate 
in the cost of the purchase and an-
nual operations for cleaning the 
lines. Bishop reported that it would 
require two employees approxi-

mately three months to clean the 
lines each year and that Monument 
had indicated that they would not 
participate. No decision was made.

Reports
Bishop reported that the Monument 
Creek interceptor line, if approved, 
will carry effluent flows from the 
Home Place Ranch subdivision 
to the wastewater treatment plant 
west of I-25. He indicated that For-
est Lakes needs this line to help 
alleviate its capacity issues, adding 
that if approved, the contract will 
go out for bid in November. Bishop 
added that the agreement with For-
est Lakes included a provision in 
which they would provide potable 
water to the interceptor. The board 
approved the interceptor.

In addressing the previous 
month’s billing issue, in which 
Triview only billed customers for 
70 percent of the water the district 
produced, Bishop reported that he 
is still confused by the district’s 
billing system but that the problems 
appear to be with the accounting 
program rather than with the me-
ters. He announced that Dale Hill is 
heading the meter replacement pro-
gram. Hill then asked board mem-
bers Julie Glenn and Joe Martin if 
they would be the first to have their 
meters replaced since they live in 
older homes. They agreed to have 
their meters replaced. 

Bishop addressed the request 
for a traffic signal light at Lyons 
Tail and Jackson Creek Parkway by 
saying the problem required more 
study. He noted that the area was 
not completed and future develop-
ment and streets would further im-
pact that intersection. Chuck Ritter 
reported that traffic engineers at 
Nolte were studying it and that 
it would be addressed at a future 

Triview Metropolitan District, October 25

Board discusses draft 2007 budget
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John & Jacqueline Homa

(719) 488-2987
755 Highway 105, Suite P

West End Center

A Stately Home with all the Amenities!
Light, bright and beautiful 4 br., 4 ba. home with 5254 sq. ft. Elevated panoramic views of 
the Front Range and Pikes Peak. Great room featuring two-sided fireplace and wet bar 

encompasses two-story family room, 
kitchen, and vaulted hearth/breakfast 
room. Gourmet kitchen features Silstone 
counters, pantry, island, planning desk, 
hardwood floor, and SS refrigerator. 
Formal living and dining rooms. Main-
level master suite with 5 piece bath and 
two walk-in closets. Walk-out lower level 
with 9 ft. ceilings is framed for theater 
room, fifth br., fifth ba., recreation room, 
and fitness room. 3-car garage.
$527,750.

Just Listed!

1850 Woodmoor Drive #100       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available

��������������������������������������������

Vote YES on 3C
All D38 Kids MAtter!

Paid for by friends of MA
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meeting.
The board indicated to Bishop that the 

entrance to Jackson Creek at Leather Chaps 
Drive was a principal entrance and needed 
a sign, even if it was a simple one. Bishop 
responded that while he agreed a solution 
was needed, there was no funding or staff 
to do it at this time and recommended they 
consider it again at a later time. 

Development updates
Bishop reported he was pleased with the 
changes John Laing had made for Promon-
tory Pointe. The lots have been reconfig-
ured and will have a railroad theme. The 
subdivision will include a small park with 
a parking lot and a regional trail system. 
The minimum lot size has not changed and 
there will be 230 lots. 

Bishop indicated that the only con-
cerns that must still be addressed were 
the number of lots adjacent to Home Place 
Ranch and the well site locations. Bishop 
reported that the developer would submit 
this plan to the Town of Monument in mid-
November. 

In other development matters, Bishop 
reported that if approved in November, 
Pulte Homes will begin construction on its 
Copper Heights single-family residential 
and Copper Terrace town homes develop-
ments in early 2007.

Bishop reported that there was inter-
est in a car wash with an estimated water 
use of 50 to 60 single-family equivalents, 
which could use up to 8 million gallons of 
water a year. The board indicated that if 
reclaimed water could be used, it might be 
a possibility but they would need a guar-
antee that the district would only grant so 
much water. Bishop responded that one 
way to do this is to charge a premium for 
anything over the granted amount of water. 
He also mentioned that Rocky Mountain 
Oil Change wanted to put in a one-bay car 
wash with an estimated use of 3 million 
gallons a year and that they are considered 
using recycled water.

Chuck Ritter of Nolte reported that 
they had met with developers of Sanctuary 
Pointe and Promontory Pointe to work out 
an agreement to pay for the sewer line along 
Baptist Road. He indicated that installation 

of the sewer line is time-sensitive because 
of the tight construction schedule for pav-
ing the road. The Promontory Pointe de-
veloper agreed to pay for the sewer line by 
the end of November and then dedicate the 
line to the district. Classic Homes agreed 
to pay for its portion of the sewer line from 
Sanctuary Pointe, which is estimated at ap-
proximately 3,000 feet of line for a cost of 
$150,000, when they hook up to the line. 

Ritter reported that the electrical con-
tractor will install two 600-kilowatt gener-
ators for the wastewater treatment facility 
and is getting quotes for generators. 

Stephenson noted that he had met 
with the Donala Water District’s board 
president and the state Health Depart-
ment to clear the air on the state loan for 
the wastewater treatment facility, and they 
agreed it would be advantageous to meet 
more often. They agreed that Triview 
should help manage the project, and Ste-
phenson indicated that Triview didn’t need 
to be reimbursed first. They reviewed the 
design of the treatment facility, for which 
the state has granted Triview and Donala a 
loan for $5 million each. They agreed that 
they needed to control the cost of design 
and construction of the treatment plant to 
not exceed $10 million.

Ritter reported that he had reviewed 
the plans for the Baptist Road interchange 
and noted that the design did not include 
the adjustment to Triview’s sewer lines, 
adding that generally this is done by the 
design engineer. He suggested that relo-
cating existing utilities lines should be 
included in the cost of the project and not 
be an expense that is paid for by Triview. 
He recommended that the district review 
all plans and carefully consider where all 
lines will be relocated. 

In a separate action, the board ratified 
the resolution they drafted the previous 
month to support the BRRTA tax initiative 
that will be on the November ballot.

Dale Hill reported receiving three per-
mits for homes. 

Attorney Susemihl reported that Clas-
sic Homes will start construction of Sanc-
tuary Pointe in 2007 and that the election 
for the road district will probably be held 
in November of next year. 

Bishop reported that the Palmer Divide 
Water Group would hold a special meeting 
at 7 p.m. Nov. 16, at the Place restaurant in 
Gleneagle to discuss becoming a water au-
thority, acquiring surface water rights, and 
its vision for the future water supply. 

The board went into executive session 

at 5:45 to discuss ongoing litigation and 
negotiations over water. No actions were 
taken.
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meet your needs!
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719-338-9913
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Fire Prevention—Tree Care
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live tree removal
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• Tree trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Land clearing

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured



Page 24 Vol. 6 No. 11Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 25Sat., November 4, 2006

By Sue Wielgopolan
Woodmoor general manager Phil Steininger told board 
members at the Oct. 12 meeting that the Palmer Divide 
Water Group (PDWG) has taken preliminary steps to 
become a water authority. The El Paso County Commis-
sioners must approve the establishing charter. The creation 
of the new authority will provide additional opportunities 
for water providers in the Palmer Divide area to work to-
gether in bringing surface water to the region and sharing 
resources more efficiently.

Woodmoor attorney Erin Smith explained that be-
coming a state-sanctioned governmental entity has several 
advantages.

Colorado state statutes grant governmental immunity 
to water authority member organizations and staff when 
performing authority functions. The state also grants the 
power of eminent domain for the purpose of establishing 
rights-of-way for pipelines and other infrastructure. The 
authority would have no power to enact a mill levy or im-
pose other taxes.

As a governmental body, the authority will be subject 
to Colorado’s open record and meeting law (known as the 
“sunshine law”), as well as state budget and auditing re-
quirements.

The PDWG will discuss the draft charter, as well as 
ideas for an appropriate name, future water project plans, 
and possible funding mechanisms at a meeting tentatively 
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Nov. 16 at The Place, located in the 
Gleneagle shopping center. 

Woodmoor and Monument will 
work on cooperative water plan

The Woodmoor district and the town of Monument have 

begun formulating a plan to interconnect and consolidate 
their water systems in an effort to maximize the efficient 
use of storage facilities, treatment plants, reuse water and 
effluent credits. The ultimate goal is to collaborate with 
other area districts in setting up a water treatment, distri-
bution, and storage system that encompasses most provid-
ers in the Palmer Divide region.

On the recommendation of Smith, Steininger reserved 
a slide show on possible projects for executive session.

Woodmoor will continue participation 
in Transit Loss model 

Steininger briefed the board on the current status of the 
Transit Loss model, which was discussed at the most 
recent meeting of the El Paso County Water Authority 
(EPCWA).

The Transit Loss study and model was commissioned 
by the EPCWA and the city of Colorado Springs; the work 
was contracted to the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). Its 
purpose was to more accurately determine the amount of 
water lost from streams in transit to the Arkansas River by 
monitoring flows through a series of gauges. Information 
from the study is being used to create a computer model, 
which will continue to use measurements from those 
gauges and extrapolated data at points between to track the 
amount of water withdrawn and/or contributed as effluent 
by municipalities, water and sanitation districts, and other 
users.

Woodmoor’s share of the study cost came to $27,000. 
Charges for continuing maintenance of the model will be 
largely based upon the percentage of each entity’s con-
tribution to total flow. Steininger estimates Woodmoor’s 
yearly cost to be about $13,000. He anticipates that figure 
will probably increase over time as Woodmoor’s popula-
tion continues to grow.

Although Steininger conceded the amount seems high 
when contrasted with present monetary benefits, he said 
the ability to track Dirty Woman and Monument Creek 
flows on a daily basis would become increasingly impor-
tant as the district participates in water exchanges, storage 
agreements, or sales with other entities. 

Tri-Lakes facility will become 
self-managing in 2007

Benny Nasser, Woodmoor’s representative on the Joint 
Use Committee (JUC), reported on the group’s progress in 
transitioning the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment facility 
into a self-managing operation.

The treatment plant is jointly owned by the Monument 
Sanitation District, the Palmer Lake Sanitation District, 
and Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District. The JUC, 
which oversees the facility, consists of one appointed del-
egate from each board of directors. The managers of the 
three districts usually also attend the meetings, including 
Steininger (who also presently acts as the facility’s execu-

tive manager) and waste plant manager Bill 
Burks.

For several months, Burks and the dis-
trict managers have been working out a pro-
cess to phase management activities from 
contracting district Woodmoor to Burks. At 
the most recent meeting, members crafted 
a policy statement defining JUC officers as 
the individuals from whom Burks will take 
work direction. The JUC will further refine 
the process at subsequent meetings.

YMCA formally requests 
supplemental water

Andy Barton of the Pikes Peak YMCA and 
Jim Strange of architectural firm LKA fol-
lowed up the YMCA’s written request for 
supplemental water and answered board 
member questions about the planned Tri-
Lakes project.

The YMCA is requesting an additional 
allotment of 6.67 acre-feet of water per 
year above its automatic allocation. (All 
properties within the Woodmoor district 
are allowed to consume up to one-half acre-
foot of water per acre per year. The YMCA 
property consists of just less than 12 acres. 
Therefore, the facility may use almost 6 
acre-feet of water each year without incur-
ring additional charges or penalties.) The 

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, October 12

New area water authority likely to be formed
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Good through 11/30/06 • New customers only
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HOLIDAYHOLIDAY
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Professional expressions of the Holiday
Season—to make your home uniquely YOU.
We can bring your ideas to life, or work
together to create design concepts that
will fit your style, color scheme, and décor‛.
Consider coordinated items such as a Tree
Skirt, Table Settings, Pillows, Mantel Run-
ner, and more. Any item or a combination to 
meet your needs. Please call Linda at
719.487.8610.

Ellis Construction
Insured—References

One Call Does All:
• Carpentry
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Tile
• Hardwood

flooring
• Cabinets
• Siding
...and more

719-460-8125
lee-ellis@webtv.net

Starting at 6 a.m.
Available Now…

In-Home Massages
                 Call for Details!

Brenda Clark, LMT, CNMT
(719) 641-3178

Gift Certificates for All Occasions
212 N. Washington Street, Suite A, Monument

ANIMAL MOVERS
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organization wishes to buy just over 3 
additional acre-feet for the first phase 
and to reserve 3.6 more acre-feet for 
Phase II.

Barton and Strange spoke briefly 
about the water conservation measures 
the YMCA intends to implement. 
Plans include the use of artificial turf 
for Phase I and Phase II playing fields, 
low-flow fixtures within the buildings, 
and a drip irrigation system to water 
the trees, required by the Woodmoor 
Improvement Association as part of 
the landscaping plan.

Strange then appealed to the 
board to consider selling the addi-
tional water to the Tri-Lakes YMCA 
at the previous rate of $14,000 per 
acre-foot rather than the present rate 
of $20,000 per acre-foot; he also 
asked to reserve the water for Phase II 
at the lower rate. 

The district’s revised supple-
mental water policy specifies that 
customers cannot “lock in” a rate, 
and must pay the rate in effect for 
additional water when the reservation 
is activated. The policy is intended to 
prevent water speculation. Reserving 
water only ensures availability to the 
developer at some future date.

In answer to questions from the 
board, Steininger stated that Wood-
moor honors commitments made 
while previous policies were in ef-
fect, but has never rolled back prices 
for other organizations, charitable or 
otherwise. He was also concerned that 
such a move at this time would set a 
precedent, presenting an opportunity 
for other projects to make a similar 
request.

Director Jim Whitelaw, while 

voicing personal support for the proj-
ect, also expressed reservations about 
setting a precedent of offering price 
discounts to organizations based on 
perceived value of a specific project to 
the community.

Steininger told members there 
were two separate issues to consider 
when looking at the supplemental 
water request. The board should first 
determine whether the district had 
sufficient water available to supply 
the volume requested, and whether 
the anticipated need was reasonable 
for the stated use. The second consid-
eration was the price.

He also made a point of clarifying 
to the board that while the YMCA’s 
letter requesting supplemental water 
implied that the YMCA was unaware 
of impending increases in the price 
of additional water, he and engineer 
Jessie Shaffer had on two separate 
occasions warned officials directly 
of probable price and policy changes 
and urged immediate action on water 
requests. 

After confirming with RTW con-
sulting engineer Mike Rothberg that 
the district had the infrastructure to 
deliver the additional water and the 
capacity to handle the wastewater 
during pool operations, the board 
members voted unanimously to grant 
the supplemental water request. The 
directors agreed to discuss price ad-
justments in executive session.

After executive session, the 
Woodmoor board announced its deci-
sion not to reduce the price of supple-
mental water for the YMCA. Mem-
bers reasoned that such discounts 
would be unfair to other projects 

that could also be classified as com-
munity assets. One member pointed 
out that Woodmoor residents would 
be subsidizing a facility utilized by 
many citizens outside the district’s 
boundaries.

2007 budget discussed
Steininger distributed copies of the 
draft budget to board members and 
asked that they review it and bring 
any questions, comments, and sug-
gestions to the budget workshop 
scheduled for Oct. 17. 

An important part of every year’s 
budget is calculating adjustments in 
water and sewer rates to ensure that 
revenues are sufficient to cover ex-
penses for the next year.

For 2007, Woodmoor decided to 
simplify water rates by reducing the 
number of “blocks,” or rate divisions 
based on the volume of water used. In 
2006, the district used nine blocks; 
the larger the volume of water used, 
the higher the cost per 1,000 gallons. 
Board members felt so many divi-
sions were confusing and unneces-
sarily complex.

Utilities consultant Roger Hart-
man suggested reducing the number 
of blocks to three. 

Due to the rising cost of utilities 
and water, most households will see 
an increase in their water and sewer 
bills. Water tap fees for new homes 
will also increase.

Steininger told board members 
the district expects to add 208 new 
taps in 2007, which includes single- 
and multi-family homes as well as 
commercial taps. He added that the 
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district expected to spend approximately $2.1 million on 
construction projects; roughly $1.7 million of that amount 
was earmarked for the new well and will be rolled over 
from 2006.

Steininger reviewed 2006 budget projections and 
noted the following differences between anticipated and 
actual figures:
• Total revenues were about $200,000 more than 

expected.
• Water and sewer tap fees were approximately $700,000 

less than anticipated.
• About $2.5 million will go into reserve for 2006, 

bringing the total to $7.5 million. The district anticipates 
spending a significant amount during the next three to 
five years on renewable water and the infrastructure 
needed to bring it to Woodmoor. Reserve money will be 
used to fund renewable water projects.

District fills two employee vacancies
Steininger announced that Woodmoor had hired two new 
employees. Dan LaFontaine is certified as a “B” level 
operator in water treatment. He brings surface water and 
wastewater experience to the district. Ben Garcia will be 
working in maintenance. Both were hired to fill vacancies 
and do not represent new Woodmoor positions.

Water line flushing planned
Operations supervisor Randy Gillette told the board the 
district planned to flush water lines in zone 1, which is lo-
cated north of Woodmoor Drive. Gillette said the Ameri-
can Water Works Association recommends that lines be 
flushed at least every three years. 

Hit and run driver damages lift station
Steininger reported that a dark blue Chevrolet vehicle hit 
the lift station located near the intersection of County Line 
Road and Silverhorn. A section of the vehicle’s grill was 
recovered at the accident site. The district filed an online 
report with the Colorado State Patrol.

The accident damaged the electrical controls; repairs 
will cost around $2,000. The incident was never reported 
by the driver. 

New well site receives county approval
Shaffer informed board members that the El Paso County 
commissioners had approved the replat of the lot for Well 
20. Although Woodmoor originally planned to begin ac-
cepting bids for the drilling contract on Oct. 6, Shaffer 
decided to delay the bid opening until Oct. 13. 

Meter replacement program 
nears completion

Shaffer told board members that approximately 2,200 of 
the targeted 2,890 meters had been replaced, which meant 
the program was roughly 75 percent complete. He said he 
expected to finish the operation by the end of 2006.

A few homes have received disconnect notices. If the 
residents do not respond by setting an appointment to have 
their meters changed, and the district shuts off their water 
supply, the owners will be charged a disconnect fee and a 
reconnect fee, and service will not be restored until a new 
meter is installed.

Developer update 
Shaffer said that Bill Herebic of Monument Gateway In-
vestments, LLC asked to exercise the supplemental water 
option in his contract with Woodmoor before Lewis-Palm-
er District 38 closed on the property. Herebic’s property 
comprises 25 of the nearly 69 acres where the new high 
school will be built.

Because the board would not meet again until after the 
closing, Woodmoor staff conferred with board President 
Jim Taylor and executed the agreement attaching the re-
served supplemental water to the land sale. Steininger said 
the amendment still required members’ ratification.

The full Board of Directors voted unanimously to 
ratify the contract amendment granting supplemental wa-
ter in the amount Herebic originally requested.

Shaffer told the board that developers continue to 
install infrastructure at the Village Center at Woodmoor, 
the Crossroads at Monument, and Misty Acres. Sam 
Schoeninger, who owns most of Misty Acres, has indicated 
he intends to sell to homebuilders once the infrastructure 
is complete, and sold Filing 1 to Lennar Homes.

Famiglietti family notifies 
district of intent to sue

Smith informed board members of impending legal action 
being brought against the Woodmoor district by the Fami-
glietti family for monetary damages resulting from a main 
break in early 2006 that resulted in flooding in portions of 
their home.

The public portion of the meeting was adjourned at 
3:20 p.m. and the board went into executive session to 
discuss the purchase, acquisition, or sale of water rights; 
to consult with their attorney on specific legal questions 
related to negotiating positions; and to discuss personnel 
matters. 

The next regular meeting of the Woodmoor board 
will take place on Nov. 9 at 1 p.m. at the Woodmoor of-
fice, 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Meetings are normally held the 
second Thursday of the month.
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By Jim Kendrick
Treasurer Dave Cross’s absence was excused. Chief Jeff 
Edwards was absent to attend military reserve training 
in Florida. 

2006 budget in good shape
Board secretary Ginnette Ritz informed the board that 
the budget was doing very well, though a few items are 
over budget. The overage in expendable equipment has 
been caused by the recent high price of gasoline. The 
medical equipment expenditure is not an overage; it re-
sulted from an error in preparation of the original 2006 
budget. These minor overages have been more that offset 
by the district’s conservative budgeting for tax revenue. 
If necessary, these budget issues will be addressed by an 
amendment of the budget at the end of the year. 

District welcomed at golf event
Assistant Chief Vinny Burns reported that the district’s 
recent emergency medical support of the Professional 
Golf Association event at the Gleneagle Golf Course had 
been very successful. He said the pro golfers had even 
asked why there were not medical personnel standing by 
for other tournaments that they attend. 

Run report
In September, there were 77 calls in the district plus 33 
mutual aid calls. The year-to-date total is 830 calls which 
is a 26 percent decrease from last year. Throughout 2006, 
the decrease in total calls has been primarily due to a 
decrease in out-of-district dispatches for the American 
Medical Response ambulance. This decrease results 
from a change in AMR policy specifically intended to 
keep the Wescott ambulance within the district a higher 
percentage of the time than in the past. This AMR policy 
has proven to be successful. 

Board President Brian Ritz noted the blizzard that 
was forecast for later in the evening and suggested that 
the district should update its previous survey on four-
wheel-drive vehicles and other resources within the 
district that could be available for use in emergencies. 
Director Joe Potter concurred and suggested updating the 
list of people who might need special attention during a 
severe storm. Wescott’s Hummer was purchased based 
on the results of that survey. 

Burns noted that he, Edwards, and Cross are work-
ing together to update the district’s policy and procedure 
manual. The board’s planned discussion of the manual’s 
section on per diem payments for business trips was post-
poned to compare district rules with state and national 
standards. 

Burns reported that the firefighters had again served 
lunch to the kids at Antelope Trails Elementary earlier 

that day. Burns added that they would like to serve 
lunch on a regular basis at other area schools as well. 

Open House a big success
Potter stated that the district’s Fire Prevention Week open 
house went very well and that the kids who attended re-
ally enjoyed seeing the wide variety of apparatus on dis-
play as well as the wrecked car that discourages drunken 
driving. He said there was added interest when a call for 
assistance at a serious multiple injury traffic accident 
came in during the open house and required the Flight 
for Life to respond to the scene from the display on the 
Antelope Trails Elementary School athletic field. 

The board voted to enter executive session at 7:37 
for discussion of personnel matters. At 8:49 p.m., the 
board ended their executive session with no action being 
taken.

2007 budget
The board was given copies of a draft amended 2006 
budget and a draft 2007 budget for the Volunteer Pension 
Fund and the district. Each of these four draft budgets 
will be adjusted before the final figures are approved in 
December. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:52 p.m. The next 
regular meeting is scheduled for Nov. 15 at 7 p.m. at 
Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. There will also be a 
Pension Board meeting at 6:30 p.m. Board meetings are 
normally held on the third Wednesday of the month. 

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, October 25

Open house a big success

Above: Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Captain Sean Pearson shows several future firefighters 
how to use the equipment at Wescott’s Fire Prevention Week open house. Over 200 people attended the 
Oct. 14 event.  Photo by Jim Kendrick.
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�� FREE research for the current EBAY market value of your treasure.
You’ll know the value BEFORE you decide to sell…FREE! 

�� FREE professional photographs on EBAY of your treasure! 
�� Advertising experience that guarantees an enticing and accurate 

description of your treasure! 
�� We sell WORLDWIDE for you, answer ALL of the e-mail questions, 

and handle ALL of the packing and shipping!
�� Competitive rates and conveniently located.

We do it ALL for YOU!
The Blue Sage Merchant

251 Front St #4, Downtown Monument, 488-1822

19 Highway 105 • Palmer Lake

19905 Riverglen Lane, Woodmoor–Custom home on beautiful lot 
close to common area for hiking, biking, and open space. New car-
pet throughout, formal dining, main level study, newly finished lower 
level makes perfect 2nd family room, 4 beds/4 baths, 4318 sq. ft.
Huge loft overlooking formal living room & entryway, hardwood.
REDUCED to $425,000.

Kathy Allen
Raspberry Mountain Real Estate, Inc.

719-234-1181 (office)

719-661-9863 (cell)

www.KathyAllen.net

15370 Steinbeck Lane, Gleneagle—Stunning custom 2-story with
private cozy front porch, large lot backing to open space. 5 beds/4
baths, 3651 sq. ft., main level master with private 5 piece bath, loft, 
finished walk-out lower level family room  with fireplace. Walk out to 
deck and views from the eat-in kitchen. $384,900.

• In-Home Care
• Light Housework
• Errands
• Meal Preparation
• Medical Appointments

Freedom Pathways
Helping the Path of Others

Call Joann at 494-8124

Shari Blake Pet Services
Licensed Veterinary Technician

(719) 488-6593
CARING FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY
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Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District, October 25

Fire station 2 water woes continue
By Lee Colburn

All board members, along with Chief Robert Denboske 
and Battalion Chief Bryan Jack, were present at the Oct. 
25 Tri-Lakes FPD meeting. Palmer Lake Mayor Max 
Parker and Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department Chief 
Phillip Beckman also attended.

Financial report
Treasurer John Hildebrandt reported that as of this time, 

the district has collected 92.5 percent of expected rev-
enues. Meanwhile, expenditures are at 75.7 percent of the 
yearly plan, a little less than estimated. However, an up-
coming $110,000 expense for a new ambulance will soon 
hit the books. The good news is that 51 percent of this ex-
pense will be reimbursed by state grants. Finally, Station 
2 expenditures and insurance payments are portions of the 
budget that edge a bit above expectations. 

Fire Station 2 update
The station’s water situation remained the topic of inter-
est; last month, a mistake during the augmentation line 
checkout caused more troublesome water runoff. This 
excess water took about three days to dry up. Excessive 
groundwater remains a top board concern, and members 
continue to brainstorm the drainage pattern at the station. 

The plan includes an interceptor drain on the north 
part of the station running into the established ditch sys-
tem. As of now, excess water must be pumped out, which 
costs $300 every three weeks. 

Ballot question update
The upcoming election Ballot Question 5E—which 
would raise the mill levy from 7 to 8.5 mills—was dis-
cussed, with information provided from the Firefighters 
Union. The board applauded the efforts by the union to 

market the initiative and educate the public. The campaign 
targets about 4,500 registered district residents for upcom-
ing elections.

Shifting responsibility
Board President Pocock said there has been a shift in re-
sponsibility for accounting to department personnel. The 
result has added more administrative workload for Denbo-
ske. Pocock said this is a good time to explore adding some 
help by hiring a part-time business manager on a consult-
ing basis or filling the vacant assistant chief position.

The meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m.
**********

The Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District board normally 
meets the fourth Wednesday of each month. However, due 
to the holiday schedule, the next meeting is scheduled for 
Nov. 15 at 7 p.m., immediately preceding the Tri-Lakes-
Monument Fire Authority board meeting at Tri-Lakes 
district Station 1, 18650 Highway 105 (near the bowling 
alley).

For more information, call Chief Denboske at 481-
2312 or visit www.tri-lakesfire.com.

We've all heard it a thousand times,
"Mom, what's for dinner?"

At What About Dinner?, we have the answer!

What About Dinner? is a convenient way to feed your family 
healthy, home-cooked meals, saving you time and money. 
We do the grocery shopping and prepare all of the fresh 
ingredients for you. Come to our kitchen and assemble 12 
ready to freeze entrees, ready to take home, in less than 
two hours. Check our website for session times and more 
information:

www.WhatAboutDinner.com
481 Highway 105 #208, Monument
Behind Taco Bell 719-488-8233

Sign up for any session and mention this ad to receive an extra entree FREE!
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YTM*

Yield to 
Maturity 

due 
6/1/2012

Aramark Corp.

What interest rate do you earn?
• Rated BB- by Standard and Poor’s
• Semi-Annual Interest
• Non-Callable

*Yield effective as of 10/29/2006, subject to availability and price change.
Yield and market value will fluctuate if sold prior to maturity

Handy Man
 Master Carpenter

Interior and Exterior 
Finishing and Repairs

Cabinetry
Doors and Windows

Outbuildings Built and Repaired
Custom Trim

Decks, Porches, Gazebos
Larry Blasgen 494-2131

Over  30 Years’ Experience 
in Home Remodeling and Building

Small Jobs Welcome!

Vote YES on 3C
All D38 Kids MAtter!

Paid for by friends of MA

L A R R Y & J A N I E H O W A R D
( 7 1 9 ) 4 8 1 - 9 8 5 2

B R O O K E W O O D
D E V E L O P M E N T C O R P .
B u i l d e r o f f i n e c u s t o m h o m e s
Living and working in the area for 14 years
M o d e l s a v a i l a b l e
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Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN

We offer very inexpensive ads. Considering our large 
circulation, our rates are much lower than what you 

would pay in local commercial newspapers. 

For more information, contact John Heiser, 

Advertising manager at 488-3455 or 
ads@ourcommunitynews.org



Page 28 Vol. 6 No. 11Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 29Sat., November 4, 2006

By Susan Hindman
Though the financial news for the Woodmoor-Monument 
Fire Protection District is good, the issue of conflicting 
numbers, detailed at the September meeting, has not been 
resolved, Treasurer Bob Hansen said at the Oct. 25 meet-
ing. 

After Chief Robert Denboske gave the financial re-
port — his first time doing so for the district — noting that 
the district is 7.03 percent under budget, he asked Hansen 
if he agreed with those numbers. Hansen responded, “I 
have no idea” if they were correct. He said he still did not 
have answers from his questions posed two months ago 
about why the Excel spreadsheet, QuickBooks database, 
and audit numbers did not match up.

“Until I can get a straightforward answer for the dis-
crepancies, I can’t back the information that I get,” Hansen 
said.

His concerns involve the 2005 end-of-year expenses. 
The auditor’s figure is $1,138,574, the Excel spreadsheet 
$1,209,398, and QuickBooks $1,144,188. He claimed there 
has not been any resolution to the difference in numbers 
since he brought up the problem in early September. 

Bookkeeper Linda Ousnamer insisted his questions 
have been answered and said that the numbers he was 
looking at did not include the final adjustments made by 
the auditor. The final difference in the actual budget and 
the audit is $17,000. “It had to have been an adjustment 
they (the auditor) made when they did the report,” she said, 
referring to the $17,000. “In order to find out what that is, I 
have to go back to Gordon, Hughes & Banks (the auditor), 
and I can’t do that, unless the board wants to approve me 
going back to them.” 

Regarding this year’s numbers, she said, “Yes, the 
numbers are correct until the auditors make adjustments 
to them at the end of the year.” 

Hansen, however, said he wants to go over the cor-
respondence connected with last year’s figures at the next 
meeting. He insists the issue is not resolved.

2007 budget
Denboske is preparing next year’s budget. Hansen said 
overall the budget was “not too bad.” “We’re buying 
$367,000 worth of things (a 12-lead heart monitor and 
a truck), but the budget (revenue) is only 12.8 percent 
higher.” He said the district will have to go into reserves to 
cover those purchases. Overall, Hansen said, “I commend 
him (Denboske)” on the budget he had presented. More 
details about the budget were to be discussed at the Fire 
Authority meeting that followed.
Executive session on personnel issues ques-

tioned
Is the district allowed to hold executive sessions regarding 
personnel issues when, according to the Intergovernmen-

tal Agreement (IGA), all district employees are employees 
of the Fire Authority (which is composed of the Wood-
moor and Tri-Lakes fire districts)? 

The board says it is allowed; Denboske says it is not. 
Director Bill Ingram wanted to discuss a personnel matter 
at the October meeting and had informed Denboske of this 
ahead of time. The chief responded that this was illegal, 
so Ingram asked him to produce an official document that 
specifies it, which has not happened yet. 

Ingram said, “As long as we’re paying salaries, it 
seems to me we have personnel.”

The IGA clearly states “all employees belong to the 
authority,” said Denboske. “The district doesn’t even pay 
payroll taxes. The authority pays the payroll taxes. So in 
essence, from local governments, this district has no em-
ployees.” 

According to Denboske, the last time the board held 
an executive session, “when you changed it from ‘person-
nel matters’ to ‘negotiations,’ someone had notified the 
Colorado Division of Local Government and they called 
me, and I advised Mr. Miller about that.”

Technically, the authority pays all the bills. But the 
authority is funded by both its member districts; Wood-
moor-Monument transfers money budgeted for salaries 
from its account to the authority for disbursement.

Ingram said there had been some discussion by e-
mail about this and that he had requested “hard and fast” 
information prior to this meeting. It was suggested that the 
state Special District Association be contacted for direc-
tion, which Denboske said he would do. 

Meeting time
Denboske requested the board come up with a way to 
allow him to attend the Woodmoor and the Tri-Lakes 
district meetings—currently held simultaneously, down 
the hall from one another. He suggested the districts hold 
their meetings different nights. But the board decided to 
discuss with Tri-Lakes arranging the agendas so that the 
chief could be where he was needed at the right time.

*********
The Woodmoor-Monument Fire Protection District board 
usually meets the fourth Wednesday of each month at 7 
p.m. Because of the Thanksgiving holiday, and because 
the 2007 budget is due Nov. 17, the next meeting is Nov. 15 
at Tri-Lakes district Station 1, 18650 Highway 105 (near 
the bowling alley). 

Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection District, October 25

Disagreement continues over financial discrepancies

Hunter�s Dream
� 35 acres w/ 25�Fleetwood 5th wheel & storage building
� Private access to 640 ac. State land
� Private access to BLM
� Mature forest & meadows
� Stunning views/ awesome building sites
� Electric , Phone & Driveway
� Abundant deer & elk hunting
� Offered @ only $169,900
� Perfect recreation or year round living

Located just 7miles southeast of Guffey, Colorado
Hurry This Won�t Last

719.481.8233 • 866.263.9953

www.charsdesigns.biz
Holiday shopping made easy. 
I have gorgeous designs on 

my web site, ready to 
package and deliver.

Char’s Designs
P.O. Box 1561, Palmer Lake, CO 80133

303-638-3733 / char@charsdesigns.biz
www.charsdesigns.biz
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Tutoring
By very experienced educator 
For remedial & gifted students 

Montessori method or traditional 
Age 4 through middle school

(719) 337-6555

Support Our 
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By Lee Colburn
The Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Rescue Authority convened 
its October meeting with a full board, and with Palmer 
Lake’s mayor, Max Parker, and fire chief, Phillip Beckman 
attending.

Treasurer John Hildebrandt said the authority’s reve-
nue is at 92.5 percent of expected income for the year. Am-
bulance revenues came in above the initial budget projec-
tions, while specific ownership taxes are under estimates. 
Most budget line items were characterized as “on track.” 

However, general insurance, communication, Station 
2, and building repair maintenance items are running a 
bit high. Balance excesses with Station 2 will be partially 
reimbursed by insurance claims. President Charlie Pocock 

estimated the district would recover half the costs in the 
ongoing groundwater issue. Also, Hildebrandt adjusted 
the 2007 budget to include a worst-case $300 per septic 
tank pumping operation every three weeks. 

The authority has spent 72.7 percent of the budgeted 
expenses for the year, which is 2.3 percent under what 
would be expected at this point in the year. There will 
be some upcoming expenses associated with the new 
Tri-Lakes ambulance and the quarterly lease payment. 
The ambulance expense will be $110,900 but there is an 
anticipated $54,000 ambulance grant and $11,700 com-
puter grant coming. Overall, the budget is going well 
with only an end of year Station 2 adjustment. 

New auditing company hired 
The board discussed last year’s auditor performance 
and this year’s new audit contract. Board President Tim 
Miller got a letter from the authority’s attorney stating 
that it is okay to pay only the contracted amount for last 
year’s audit services. Miller authorized a final payment 
of a maximum of $16,500 to the firm Gordon, Hughes & 
Banks. In his letter, he also stated the authority would 
not need its services in the future.

Miller then outlined an audit proposal from Bondi 
and Co. The board noted that the $14,000 proposal had a 
good rate schedule, and members were confident that they 
would not see overruns from this company. However, they 
wanted wording fully outlining what is included in the 
price, so there would be no surprises in the final bill. 

Board member Rick Barnes was in favor of a written 
contract to prevent extensive cost overruns that might have 
been assessed in this year’s audit. Other members said this 
company had no history of cost overruns, and an engage-
ment letter would suffice. Board member Bob Hansen 
wanted a specific requirement to ensure Woodmoor and 
Tri-Lakes expenses were broken out in the report. 

Hildebrandt made a motion to accept the Bondi and 
Co. proposal. The board decided to include a specific ac-
ceptance letter listing Bondi’s deliverables and the things 
the authority will provide, along with a restriction on over-
runs. The motion passed unanimously. 

2007 budget proposal: first look
Chief Robert Denboske presented the initial draft of the 
2007 budget and summarized some line-item modifica-
tions. Most adjustments will be in the personnel budget 
area, which was to be discussed in closed executive ses-
sion. This proposal has to be submitted by Dec. 15, so 
the November board meeting will closely examine the 
proposal. 

After general board questions, all agreed that Denbo-
ske will confirm and refine the estimates in some health 
insurance projections. Hansen instructed the department 
to include the beginning balance in the start of the budget 
to align with standard budgeting practices. Miller asked 
all board members to review and comment back to Den-
boske.
Palmer Lake, Tri-Lakes district relationship 

reviewed
Parker and Beckman of Palmer Lake were attending the 
meeting in order to understand the relationship between 
the Tri-Lakes and Woodmoor-Monument fire protec-
tion districts as they relate to the Fire Authority. Pocock 
described the setup as each district maintaining its own 
equipment, stations, and real property. However, all of the 
employees work for the Fire Authority. 

Parker asked why the ambulance service agreement 
between the Tri-Lakes district and the Palmer Lake Volun-
teer Fire Department was terminated. The board reiterated 
that Tri-Lakes terminated this because the district did not 
have services authority. Parker said his town council was 
confused by the process followed for the new emergency 
services agreement. He strongly urged the board to con-
sider submitting future proposals via registered mail. 

Board members said they acknowledged the mayor’s 
view that there was confusion in the process they followed, 
although they said they did not think it was improper. The 
board members said they would remain open to feedback 
and will be glad to explore a mutual agreement at any time 
if Palmer Lake would like to open discussions. 

The authority board went into executive session at 8:55 
p.m. to discuss personnel matters. 

**********
The Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Rescue Authority will meet 
on Nov. 15 at Tri-Lakes district Station 1, 18650 Highway 
105 (near the bowling alley). The meeting will follow the 
meetings of the Woodmoor and Tri-Lakes district boards 
that evening. For more information, call Chief Denboske at 
481-2312 or visit www.tri-lakesfire.com.

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Rescue Authority, October 25

Auditing issue resolved, 
new company hired

El Paso County Planning Commission, October 17

New Timberview filing recommended 
for approval

By Steve Sery
The county Planning Commission on Oct. 17 dealt with 
two requests affecting the Tri-Lakes area:
• A replat of Timberview Filing No. 3 subdivision. This 

10.53-acre parcel just north of Higby Road and east of 
Furrow Road is proposed for four residential lots. The 
zoning is correct, and there were no other issues. It was 
approved unanimously as a consent item.

• A request for a variance to construct a second residence 
on a 47.55-acre parcel zoned RR-3. It is located on 
Highway 83 north of Hodgen Road. This conceivably 

could have been subdivided into eight or nine parcels, 
but the applicant did not want to do this, preferring to 
get a variance to allow the second residence for a son 
needing health care. The most unusual aspect of this was 
a request for a 35-year variance. Most variances are for 
five years. It was approved unanimously.

With the appointment of three new members, the Planning 
Commission is at “full strength” for the first time in over 
a year. 

KELLY'S DAYCARE
Home away 
from home

Kelly DaCosta
Owner/Operator

Conveniently located off Old Denver 
Highway in the Town of Monument.

Offering full/part-time/drop-in care.
Colorado License # 1538150

719.235.3204

AFFORDABLE

HEALTH INSURANCE
PAny  Doctor 
PAny  Hospital
PAnywhere
P24 Hours a Day*

PSelf-Employed
PIndependent Contractors
PSmall Business Owners
PIndividuals
PFamilies

Jeffrey Brown
Licensed Insurance Agent

877-778-3990
www.GoHealthBenefits.com

Administrative office: North Richland Hills, TX.  Exclusions and limitations apply. Plans vary by
state. (Policy # 25875, 25876, 25877, 26025, 26026 or state variation) Benefits reduced on PPO 
plans for non-network providers. *Unless covered by any Worker’s comp or similar plan.
Association group plans, where available require association membership. M/001167 Exp. 12/07

Cleaning Services
Homes • Move Outs • Move Ins

Weekly • Bi-Weekly

Free Estimates • Local References
Serving the Tri-Lakes Area for 8 Years

495-1798
Rocky Forry                      Sharon Forry
Pager 386-1814              Pager 386-9117

You’ve tried all the rest, 
Now...Go with the best!
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488-3019
or www.thewineseller.net

“Real Wine for Real People”
Simply the best, most thoughtful selection

of  wine under $20 anywhere.
Check out our eclectic microbeer

and spirits selection too!

Public wine tastings held monthly.
Sign up for our e-newsletter to find out when.

Located on Hwy 105
between Palmer Lake & Monument.

Hours:  Tuesday - Saturday  11am to 6pm.

The Eyes
Have it
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Above: Controversial gate on Doewood Drive. Photo by Chris Pollard.r

Woodmoor Improvement Association, October 18

Wildfire protection plan and reasons for 3C presented
By Chris Pollard

The Woodmoor Improvement Association 
(WIA) meeting Oct. 18 was attended, ini-
tially, by about 40 residents, who for the 
most part were there to discuss the issue 
of the gate on Doewood Drive that was 
mentioned in a recommendation contained 
within the proposed wildfire protection 
plan scheduled for discussion.

Ballot Issue 3C – Funding for 
Monument Academy

The first major item on the agenda was 
a presentation by Michelle Bell, repre-
senting the Monument Academy Charter 
School, to provide information on its up-
coming Ballot Question 3C. She described 
the Academy as a semi-autonomous school 
operated by an independent group with 
different academic standards than the 
Lewis-Palmer School District. It is, how-
ever, operated under a performance agree-
ment with the district. Funding from D-38 
is based directly on the number of pupils. 

The Academy has been operating for 
over 10 years and now educates students 
in grades K-12. It is attended by about 
12 percent of all students in the district. 
The emphasis is on small class sizes, 
core knowledge, and core virtues, like 
respect and diligence. Accountability is 
maintained through the CSAP testing and 
School Accountability Reports. 

Bell explained the details of 3C. The 
request is for a 10-year, 1 mill levy over-
ride to be used toward the land acquisition 
and construction of new school buildings. 
The Academy estimated that the annual 
tax increase for an average home valued at 
$315,000 would be around $25. 

The Academy needs the new buildings 
because it is now operating out of tempo-
rary facilities in four locations. Access is 
currently difficult, with more than 500 
vehicles dropping off children daily. The 
temporary nature of the current facilities 
is not conducive to learning, and there is 
a need for science labs, performing arts 
space, and a sports facility. 

The Academy is negotiating for the 
purchase of property west of I-25 to help 
alleviate potential traffic problems if D-38 
builds a high school just north of the cur-
rent Academy buildings. 

She added that residents should sup-
port 3C even if they don’t have children 
in D-38 because property values are en-
hanced when good schools are available 
to students. 

When asked about the current size of 
the school, Bell said there are 630 students, 
of which 500 are at the elementary level. 
The new school would be built on about 
20 acres.

When asked if enrollment was maxed 
out, Bell said that currently they were 
not. The new building would be designed 
for 750 students, with the possibility for 
expansion to 1,300. Completion was ex-
pected in 18 to 24 months. The mill levy 
would raise about $362,000 a year, provid-
ing about $3 million over the 10 years. The 
expected cost of the school was to be about 
$12 million to $14 million, and donations 
would be needed. 

Proposed Forest Stewardship 
and Community Wildfire Protec-

tion Plan

Jim Woodman, director of forestry for the 
WIA, then talked about the Community 
Wildfire Protection plan, which is in the 
final stages of review. 

He said that a team had been working 
on the plan for nine months and included 
representatives from the Colorado State 
Forest Service, El Paso County Planning 
Department and the Tri-Lakes fire district. 
Stewardship has to do with maintaining 
the forests—keeping them free of pests 
and ensuring their aesthetic value. The 
objectives were also to decrease fire risk 
and insect and disease problems. 

The research was to assess vegeta-
tive fuel hazards, risks of wildfire occur-
rence and homes most at risk, then iden-
tify neighborhoods that were at the highest 
risk. 

This would then be followed by the de-
velopment of a 10-year plan for Woodmoor 
for improving forest health, reducing fuels 
hazards, and improving community safety. 
The plan may need to change to adapt to 
changing circumstances.

Also, as part of the stewardship, there 
would be a need to improve the quality of 
wetlands, wildlife habitats, and other as-
pects of the forest.

Woodman described the methodology 
of the vegetative and wildfire hazard anal-
ysis. This started with analysis of recent 
satellite imagery of the whole of Wood-
moor from 2003, looking at roads and 
vegetation. It was decided that there were 
eight types of vegetation present: wetlands 
grass; grassland; Gambel oak; Gambel oak 
and low-density pine; ponderosa pine in 
low, medium, and high densities; and pon-

derosa pine in high density with significant 
“ladder” fuels such as Gambel oak and 
pine saplings. 

Vegetation types were marked on 
the map and then broken down by single 
dwelling lots. All the multi-family lots are 
in the grassland areas and so are not a con-
cern. Twenty-eight percent of Woodmoor 
lots are in grassland, and 50 percent are in 
high-density pine. 

He explained three causes of fires: 
Radiation heating, where the radiation is 
high enough to cause immediate objects 
to spontaneously combust; direct contact 
with flames; and contact with firebrands 
or other pieces of burning material swept 
up in the air. The latter cause is responsible 
for a large proportion of the problems, 
because pieces of burning wood can travel 
long distances in front of a fire. The main 
causes of wildfire ignitions are lightning 
strikes, burning houses igniting adjacent 
vegetation, and careless use of cigarettes, 
fireworks, and open fires. 

Wildlife hazard areas were classified 
as follows:
1. Low hazard—wetlands and grasslands. 
2. Medium hazard—ponderosa pine, low 

and medium densities with moderate 
risk of ignition from vegetation.

3. High hazard — Gambel oak with 
low-density ponderosa pine; and high-
density ponderosa pine. A high risk 
of one or more home ignitions from 
the vegetation because flame spread is 
faster and control is more difficult.
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Heatwaves
Nov. Specials!

• 1 month unlimited 
tanning only $39*!

- OR -
• Buy 12 tans and get 

3 FREE!
* 5.0 beds...upgrades available.

Offers expire Nov. 30, 2006.

FREE Transportation for Seniors

Volunteer drivers are needed! Info: 481-2527

in the Tri-Lakes and surrounding 
areas by Mountain Community 
Transportation for Seniors (MCTS).
For rides, seniors (60+) call

488-0076
Donations Welcomed

FIXER UPPERS
FREE LIST WITH PICTURES
www.HotMonumentHomes.com

1-800-607-0359 ID#4048
Parker St. Claire Realty Company
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4. Severe hazard — Gambel oak and high-density 
ponderosa pine with ladder fuels. Gambel oak has high 
fuel value and will have tall flames that will propagate 
readily into the pine crowns above. 

The analysis showed a high percentage of severe hazard 
areas in Woodmoor. 

In the north Woodmoor management area (north of 
Woodmoor Drive), about 70 percent of the lots are classi-
fied as a high or severe hazard. Some homeowners in this 
area have already done some fuels reduction work, but 
most have not. Some of the most severe hazard areas in 
need of attention in this area were identified as Blueberry 

Hills, Top of the Moor West, Lofty Pine Lane, and Hidden 
Springs Glen.

In the central management area, between Woodmoor 
Drive and Highway 105, just over 50 percent of the lots 
were rated as a high or severe hazard. This was mitigated 
by the fact that there were better firebreaks in this area cre-
ated by the golf course and many common areas.

The south Woodmoor management unit covers the 
rest of Woodmoor south of Highway 105. This is mostly 
grass, but there are some areas of dense scrub oak. Half 
of the lots are rated as a low hazard, but 45 percent are 
identified as high hazard. Lots in the most severe hazard 
classification that were noted as being in need of the most 
attention were Harness Road, Scrub Oak Circle, Silhou-
ette Way, Caribou Drive 17365 to 17450, Cobblestone Way, 
and Jack Boot Drive 325 to 470.

The highest-risk areas were in many cases where a 
high fire hazard was combined with a cul-de-sac, where 
the only escape route could be blocked. 

The report made recommendations for the reduction 
of forest fuels:
• Create fuels breaks in high and severe hazard 

neighborhoods.
• Help owners in the most severe hazard neighborhoods 

to reduce the fuels in their neighborhoods.
• Encourage all owners in the medium- to severe-hazard 

area to create defensible space around their homes.
• Use future cost-share grants to help owners in the 

severe-hazard neighborhoods to apply defensible space 
goals to their properties.

• Work with the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office and 
Qwest Communications to implement a new automatic 

notification system to alert WIA residents in times of 
emergency.

• Join the Firewize Community program that provides 
information and education activities for residents.

• Continue to provide classes on defensible space 
thinning.

• Apply for all grants that will help WIA and lot owners 
reduce the vegetative fuels on their properties.

Specifically, these activities are proposed for 2007:
• Create a fuels break in the Fairplay median from Higby 

Road to Caribou using a Colorado State Forestry 
Service grant.

• Use any other grant money to help owners in the most 
severe hazard neighborhoods.

• Complete defensible space thinning in common areas 
and re-treat areas where Gambel oak has regrown.

The plan is to be made available when it has been edited 
and signed off by the contributing parties. It will be put on 
the WIA Web site, and then they will hold further public 
meetings. The hope is to have most of this complete by the 
end of December. 

For high-risk areas, Woodman said he will try to get 
neighbors to meet and work on the problems. He added 
that he cannot yet identify high-hazard lots that had out-
of-state owners. 

Woodman noted that one recommendation of the 
group that wrote the report was removal of the barrier 
across Doewood Drive for evacuation reasons.

Doewood Drive was used as a temporary access into 
a neighboring development, Doewood Estates, while the 
latter was under construction. It was closed at the request 
of the residents on the original part of Doewood because it 
generated excessive through-traffic. Misty Acres, another 
new development to the north has also expressed an inter-
est in having the barrier removed.

Hans Post, president of the Woodmoor Improvement 
Association, said that he would talk to representatives of 
people in the area and the group that had written the report 
in an effort to change the report’s recommendation before 
publication and consider allowing the gate to be opened in 
emergencies. 

Keep up on Black Forest�s News too! Subscribe today!

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE (opt)

Clip and send with a check for $15 for a one-year, in-state, subscription
mailed to your home. Send to: Black Forest News, 11425 Black Forest
Rd., Colorado Springs, CO 80908      Phone: 495-8750.

Want prompt delivery of every
issue direct to your mailbox?

Subscribe to OCN!
$15 for 12 issues

Name ______________________________
Address ____________________________

_____________________________
City, State Zip ______________________

Mail this form with a check or money order to

Our Community News
P.O. Box 1742
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742

Questions? Call John Heiser, (719) 488-3455

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN

Each month, we mail OCN free to more than 13,000 Tri-
Lakes area residences and businesses. Considering our 

large circulation, our rates are much lower than what you 
would pay in local commercial newspapers. 

For information, call 488-3455 or visit 
www.ourcommunitynews.org

House CleaningHouse Cleaning
Residential • Commercial 
Move-Ins • Move-Outs

Thorough, Trustworthy, and 
Dependable

15 Years’ Experience
Call for a FREE estimate

Call Julie at 287287--44794479 (Tri-Lakes resident)

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258

Monument Painting
Interior ~ Exterior

No job too small
Competitive rates

Call Phil at 484 0478

Tri-Lakes MOPS
2nd and 4th Thurs., Sept. through May 

9:15-11:30 am
Tri-Lakes Chapel
Free Childcare!

481-3600

Mount Herman Child Care Center
Drop-in Welcome. Ages 21⁄2 to 14. After 

School Available. Licensed & Insured. 
The next best thing to

being at Grandma‛s!
16680 Lindbergh Rd., Monument

lindtwo@aol.com

481-3259/440-5581
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October Weather Wrap
By Bill Kappel

It was another wet and wild month around the Tri-Lakes 
region, with weather ranging from blizzard conditions to 
sunshine and 70s. The overall trend we have seen since 
the first day of summer way back on June 21 of wetter 
than average conditions continued, as we received nearly 4 
inches of precipitation and over 3 feet of snow. This brings 
our season-to-date precipitation total to over 15 inches 
already, almost 75 percent of what we would expect for 
an entire year, and we still have eight months to go until 
next June 30! Also, with several blasts of winter during 
the month, our season-to-date snowfall has gotten a nice 
head start.

The first week of the month started off quiet as tem-
peratures soared into the mid- and upper 70s on the 1st 
and 2nd under partly cloudy skies, then some summer-like 
thunderstorms developed late on the afternoon of the 3rd 
ahead of a storm system moving out of the western U.S. 
These dropped brief heavy rain and brought in a cooler 
airmass. Highs the next afternoon struggled to reach 60, 
and morning fog formed around the region. 

We warmed up over the next couple of days, however, 
reaching back into the upper 60s and low 70s from the 5th 
through the 7th under mostly clear skies. However, another 
cold front and storm system was developing at the same 
time and was heading to Colorado. The cold front moved 
across the region just after midnight on the 8th, bringing 
much colder temperatures, clouds, drizzle, fog, and rain 
for much of Sunday. The high for that day was reached at 
midnight, and we barely made it to the low 40s during the 
afternoon. 

The 9th was pretty dreary, with low clouds, fog, and 
light rain as temperatures held in the upper 30s. Once the 
sun went down, temperatures cooled just enough for the 
precipitation to turn to snow, depositing 1-2 inches from 
late on the 9th through the morning of the 10th. This was 
one of those beautiful early season snowfalls, where we 
woke up to a winter wonderland, then skies cleared by late 
morning and the snow quickly melted by early afternoon, 
leaving behind blue skies. Temperatures didn’t stay chilly 
for long, as we quickly warmed up to the 60s for the rest of 
the week under mostly clear skies. 

Conditions were quiet and seasonal for the next week, 
then winter made another run at the region on the 17th. 
Changes began to take shape overnight Tuesday the 16th 
into Wednesday morning. Rain and snow were scattered 
around on Wednesday morning through early afternoon, 
then snow began to fall in earnest by 4 p.m. Snow and 
wind continued through 9 p.m., with light snow continu-
ing through early the next morning. After all was said and 
done, most areas around the region received 5-9 inches of 
snow, leaving behind another winter wonderland. Tem-
peratures were chilly on Thursday the 18th with highs 
holding in the low 30s. 

The next morning, temperatures plummeted under 
clear skies and fresh snow cover, hitting the upper single 
digits and low teens. Sunny skies returned for Friday, and 
then the next storm raced through the region later Friday 

into Saturday morning. This storm brought another quick 
shot of snow, around 1-3 inches, but cleared out quickly 
with sunshine returning by later Saturday through Sun-
day.

If this had been it for the month, things would have 
turned out pretty normal, but Mother Nature had a treat 
for us a few days before Halloween. The 22nd through the 
25th was quiet with moderating temperatures as the atmo-
sphere was reloading. Late on the 24th, a powerful storm 
system began to move into the Pacific Northwest. As this 
storm moved toward Colorado on the 25th, moisture be-
gan to get drawn up from the Gulf of Mexico. This storm 
continued to deepen as it moved over western Colorado 
and turned along the Colorado-New Mexico border. In 
response to this, a strong area of low pressure developed 
over the southeastern corner of Colorado, turning the 
winds along the Front Range to the east/northeast. 

All these factors combined to produce the classic 
setup for heavy snow and wind. And that’s just what we 
got on the 26th. Snow began to fall heavily around 2 a.m. 
and continued through late afternoon. Winds also picked 
up during the morning, and soon most roads in the region 
were impassible as snow and blowing snow made travel 
impossible. Schools, businesses, and even the Colorado 
Springs Airport were closed, along with I-25 and Highway 
83. Snow piled up quickly as well, with rates of over 2 
inches per hour from mid-morning through early after-
noon. 

By the time it stopped snowing, over 2 feet of snow 
had fallen in only 15 hours. This turned out to be the larg-
est snowfall in a 24-hour period in at least the last five 
years. Even the March 2003 blizzard didn’t deposit that 
much snow in a 24-hour period (that storm’s total snow-
fall was much higher, but it accumulated over a three-day 
period).

Morning low temperatures plummeted into the single 
digits and low teens on the morning of the 27th, but plenty 
of sunshine over the next few days helped temperatures 
jump back into the 50s and low 60s for the last weekend 
of the month. This helped to melt some of the deep snow-
pack. A final cold front pushed through the region during 
the early afternoon hours of the 30th. Ahead of this front, 
winds were gusting in the early morning hours, hitting the 
40-50 mph range along and west of I-25. This last shot of 
cold air brought fog, flurries, and cold temperatures, help-
ing keep plenty of snow on the ground for trick-or-treat-
ers.

A look ahead
The month of November can be an active weather month 
for the Tri-Lakes region, with winter conditions often 
experienced. November frequently turns out to be one of 
the snowier months of winter. High temperatures average 
in the upper 40s early in the month to low 40s by the end, 
with overnight lows often dipping into the teens and single 
digits. Most years, the first sub-zero temperatures are re-
corded in November as well. 

The official monthly forecast for November 
2006, produced by the Cli-
mate Prediction Center (http:
//www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
products/predictions/30day/), 
is calling for an equal chance 
of normal temperatures and 
equal chances of normal pre-
cipitation. For a complete look 
at monthly climate summaries 

for the Tri-Lakes region, visit http://users.adelphia.net/
~billkappel/ClimateSummary.htm.

October 2006 weather statistics
Average High    55.7°
Average Low    28.7° 
Highest Temperature  77° on the 1st 
Lowest Temperature  11° on the 27th 
Monthly Precipitation  3.48”
Monthly Snowfall  36.4”
Season to Date Snow   36.9” 

(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip.  15.78” 

(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
For more detailed weather information and Climatol-
ogy of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region, visit Bill 
Kappel’s Weather Web page at http://users.adelphia.net/
~billkappel/Weather.htm. 

Remember, weather affects all of us every day and is 
a very important part of life for us in the Tri-Lakes region, 
and we want to hear from you. If you see a unique weather 
event or have a weather question, please contact us at 
our_community_news@hotmail.com.

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident.

Above: Photo taken October 26 about 1/2 east of Highway 83 and 
Highway 105 (Walker Road) in the Walden Neighborhood. Photo by 
Bill Kappel 

High School juniors whose parents or legal guardians are mem-
bers of MVEA are encouraged to enter our annual essay con-

test. First place winner will win an all expense paid trip to Washington,
D.C. and the two runners-up will be invited to the Cooperative Youth
Leadership Camp outside of Steamboat Springs.  Entry deadline is
November 18, 2006. Call or go to MVEA�s website for more information.

MVEA awards 13 - $1,000 scholarships and 2- $500 scholar-
ships to graduating high school seniors. All applicants� parents
or legal guardians must be members of MVEA and students

must meet requirements to be eligible. Deadline for applications is January
15, 2007. Call or go to MVEA�s website for more information. 

Scholarships for High School Seniors

Free Trips for High School Juniors

719-775-2861 � 719-495-2283
1-800-388-9881 � www.mvea.coop

Holiday Drawing Contest
Each year MVEA sends out season�s greetings to our associates.
So�we�re having a little contest. To enter: You must be between 5

and 12 years of age, parents or legal guardians must be members of
MVEA, submit an original holiday drawing, (A December holiday). Picture
must be in color on a piece of white paper 5.5 inches wide by 8.5 inches
tall or 8.5 wide and 5.5 tall. You must have fun while drawing this picture.
All entries must be received or postmarked by November 18, 2006. The
winner will receive a stuffed McGruff, the Crime Dog and a $50 U.S.
Savings Bond. Send your entries to MVEA, Attn: Deborah Skillicorn, PO
Box 1600, Limon, CO 80828. 

Bring your story to life at 
www.yourstorytolife.com

UNIQUE GIFTS PERFECT FOR 
CHRISTMAS!

Discover
All of us have stories to share.  Whether you have 

a life story, love story, baby story or a wedding 
story, now you can rediscover and capture these 

important memories in your own storybook.

Create
Use our website to create your book in a variety of 

classic sizes, layouts and borders.  Whether you 
create your own custom page or use one of the 

many online templates, your book is sure to be a 
beautiful treasure.

Enjoy
Create your full-color storybook in just a few 

hours. It will arrive at your home professionally 
hardbound and library stitched in about two 

weeks.  It’s easy, let me show you how! 

Rachel Barth
Independent Consultant
303.949.5715

Order by November 30th to receive books in time for Christmas!

Complete service
comes to you!

(719) 650-3590
eric@turbosrv.com

Eric VanDenHoek
Owner
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Letters to Our Community
Letter Guidelines

Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on 
topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board has 
established a policy that we do not knowingly print let-
ters that have appeared in substantially the same form 
elsewhere.

Please identify your submission as a letter to the edi-
tor and include your full name, home address, and day and 
evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 words is recom-
mended. Letters may be edited for length, grammar, and 
accuracy. Send your letter to editor@ourcommunityne
ws.org or mail to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. 

In response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send 
your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowldege-
ment. If you do not receive an acknowledgement, please 
call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that we have 
received your letter.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN 
even when the letter writer is a reporter for OCN.

Let’s back 3C
While living in this community for some time, I have seen 
a number of ballot initiatives fail when it comes to sup-
porting D-38. I don’t believe that our community doesn’t 
support our children; I believe that it is a statement that we 
don’t believe in D-38’s fiscal responsibility. 

That’s understandable, but make sure that you are 
aware that 3C and 3D and 3E should be viewed on their 
own merits. They address two independent issues: 3C a 
new school for Monument Academy, and 3D and 3E for 
D-38’s new high school. 3C is not interdependent on the 
others. If you vote for MA, it does not mean that you can-
not support the other two initiatives, and vice versa.

Support of 3C seems rather humble when you look at 
the final price tag of the ballot measures—3C at $362,000 
annually for 10 years ($3.6 million total), 3D for $2 million 
annually forever, and 3E a 30-year $57 million bond for 20 
years. The $2 million is up dramatically from the $750,000 
they asked for two years ago.

We all realize the dire need, but is this the right solu-
tion? No one wants to make a decision against the welfare 
of our children and our community, but quite frankly this 
has come at a time when we have lost faith in D-38 with 
their extreme measures of going after Wissler Ranch and 
“eminent domain,” raising the financial stakes time after 
time with each ballot initiative, and asking the commu-
nity to be divided when they choose what school is more 
important than the other—”yes” for Lewis-Palmer kids 
doesn’t include MA kids.

I think Monument Academy’s issue is fair, and I ap-
plaud them not going to the taxpayers asking for every red 
cent. The additional $10 million for the new school will 
come out of operating funds over future years. It falls in 
line with their financial responsibility of operating on ap-
proximately 40 percent less than other public schools.

Please vote “yes” on 3C.
Michelle Bell

Don’t give away your tax break
Too many folks are unaware that they will be receiving 
a sizable refund in their taxes in 2007. This can amount 
to anywhere from $185 to $251 on a $315,000 home. This 
refund is realized in the lowering of the school tax portion 
of the property taxes you now pay. A bond has come due, 
resulting in big savings for everyone, which is welcome in 
these days of escalating taxes!

If issues 3D and 3E are passed, you are involuntarily 
giving this tax break to the school board, under TABOR 
(the Taxpayers Bill of Rights) which states you cannot be 
taxed unless you actually vote for new taxes. The refund 
will be taken away from you, by the school board, and $35 
will be added to it. 

The $57 million new school proposed will be funded 
by the donation of your refund plus additional fees of 

$35—and up. This $112 million debt cannot be paid off 
with latte and Egg McMuffin money. That is la-la land 
math! The $35 quoted by the school board as the only tax 
increase you will realize in funding the proposed new high 
school is a gross misstatement, and a deception.

We are not against new schools or excellence in edu-
cation. We are rightly proud of our kids at L-P, and all their 
achievements. They are a credit to the community. We just 
don’t like being deceived and having the wool pulled over 
our eyes! 
Ruth Higgins

Don’t buy 3D and 3E
My wife and I are residents of Woodmoor with a 12-year-
old son who attends LPMS, and we will vote “no” on ballot 
questions 3D and 3E. Our reasons are as follows: 

This new school will make an already intolerable 
situation worse. A thorough transportation impact analysis 
was not performed that took into account:
• Monument Hill weather patterns. 
• An open campus where students have to drive to lunch 

will only aggravate Monument roadways.
• Growth is east and not on the western side of D-38. We 

will be busing kids from other areas into a severely 
congested area.

There are many hidden costs in the $57 million to build 
this school that are conveniently being left out of all dis-
cussions:
• Does this cost include road and signal improvements? 

Currently there are no estimates of what this will cost 
other than “other developers will pay for it.” Right, and 
I really trust developers, don’t you?

• Does this $57 million include any contingency factor? 
Not enough, I am sure. Right now, construction bids in 
the Front Range area are coming in 10 percent to 20 
percent higher than budgeted. 

• Additional cost to the area for increased security by 
Woodmoor Security, Monument Police and El Paso 
County Sheriff’s? 

It was stated that part of the cost for the new high school 
would be to renovate the LPHS Ranger Stadium so that 
both high schools could use the same stadium. This is a 
cheap and low-budget proposal. What about the loss of 
school pride by playing varsity games at another high 
school stadium? 

The comparative site selection evaluation was a flawed 
process and was skewed on purpose to fit with the district’s 
decision to purchase the Hunter Run property in advance 
of receiving voter approval. 

We do not agree with the school board’s assessment 
that other sites are less suitable than the Hunter Run site. 
This is an expedient decision to get the monkey off the 
school board’s back due to their poor planning. 3D and 3E 
should be soundly defeated.
Lynn Feldmann

Reasons to vote “no” on 3D and 3E
Among the many valid reasons to vote “no” on the upcom-
ing D-38 school bonds is that proponents are promoting 
a $35 per year property tax increase or cost to the hom-
eowner. In fact, the stand-alone unvarnished property tax 
increase would be $251 for the average homeowner. That 
the D-38 administrators are complicit in this disingenuous 
representation to the voter is regrettable. The extravagant 
cost of these bond issues is not as serious as the misrepre-
sentation. What else is D-38 misrepresenting to you?

But the biggest reason to vote “no” on the D-38 school 
bond issues is that the tax revenue would be used to con-
struct a high school on an unsafe site. Most, if not all, of 
these safety issues are uncorrectable.

I-25 is just 92 feet from the ill-advised and hastily 
purchased school acreage. The school buildings are being 
sited just 200–300 feet farther in on the section of pur-
chased land closest to the interstate with their front doors 
as well as the parking lots in a direct line of sight from I-25. 
The closeness and visibility of the proposed high school 

Kids’ Shopping Day
Life Academy “elves” help kids shop and 
wrap reasonably-priced gifts for family or 

friends!

All Proceeds Benefit Local Kids
Thank you for your support!

The Good Stuff is ALL 
in One Place!

Come Shop with 
Life Academy!

Christmas Shopping Day
Sat., Dec. 2nd

10 am ‘til 2 pm
Abundant Life Church

245 2nd Street, 
Downtown Monument

Festive Atmosphere 
& Refreshments

Beautiful silver and gemstone jewelry
Themed gift baskets with valuable gift cards

Antiques and collectibles

With representatives from...

• Usborne Books
• Mary Kay
• Pampered Chef
• Discovery Toys

• Home Interiors
• Creative

Memories
• Juice Plus

Girls Softball Players 
Needed!

16 yrs & younger for summer 
Tryouts soon 

Call John/Kathi 487-8830

Hallmark
Housecleaning

Serving the Tri-Lakes Area
20 Years Experience
Honest, Dependable

Satisfaction Guaranteed

References Available 495-6772

Hands OnSite Massage
I come to your location

Gift Certificate Special*
Pre-Paid package: Three 
one-hour massages $170 

*Must purchase by Nov. 15

Barbara Grace, LMP, NCBTMB

719.322.5153

Personal Wellness Coach
Whether you want to maintain your 
weight, lose weight or have more 
energy.  We can help design a program 
that fits your lifestyle.

Call today for a FREE Evaluation.

Ann Chavtur  488-3677
Herbalife Independent Distributor

Sandra S. Vergez, M.A., N.C.C.

Nationally Certified Counselor
Licensed Professional Educator

Helping Individuals, Families, 
Couples

Parenting
classes now 

forming
Please call: 719-330-4256    Email: ssv4therapy@aol.com

For all your 
travel needs, 

call
481-3051
Fax 481-3054
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campus would be an unacceptable built-in attraction and 
opportunity for transients and other unsavory persons who 
frequent the Monument area along I-25.

The proposed second high school site is right on 
Monument Hill, which has the worst driving weather in 
the area. Primary access will be off the treacherous Monu-
ment Hill Road, which is narrow, has no shoulders and 
deep ditches. Further, Monument Hill Road is to be elimi-
nated when I-25 is widened. What then? 

Road Port of Entry/Weigh Station personnel, who 
reside just 800 yards from the proposed campus, advise 
at least one HazMat vehicle passes along I-25 every hour 
within 400 feet of the proposed campus site. Huge traf-
fic accidents occur on Monument Hill. Westerly winds 
prevail.

For the above reasons as well as many others, because 
of haste and bad planning, D-38 administrators will not be 
placing our prospective high schoolers in a safe and secure 
learning environment. D-38 has not done due diligence in 
these matters.

While D-38 administrators should not gamble on our 
approval of the $57 million and $2 million school bonds, 
they must not gamble on the safety and security of our 
children. A “no” vote would preclude these problems. Bet-
ter alternatives exist.
Michael J. Oberle

Palmer Lake: Vote “yes” on 2H
I appeal to the residents of Palmer Lake to vote this Nov, 
7 and to vote YES on 2H. This is to increase our sales tax 
by one-half of 1 percent, from 2.5 to 3.0 percent, which 
makes us the same as the Town of Monument. 

Our goal is to have money to pay off the debt on the 
fire truck and hire an EMT/firefighter that would work the 
day shift. Many of our volunteers work day jobs and are 
not available during the day without fear of losing wages 
or even their job. This sales tax increase would be in lieu 
of assessing hefty mill levies on real estate as most of the 
neighboring fire departments do in order to fund their 
operations. 

A visit by a couple to our ice cream shop would add 
only about a nickel. A $20 meal would only add a dime to 
the bill. Monies from this sales tax would also be paid by 
the nonresident visitors to our restaurants and shops. 

Many groups are asking for new and/or additional 
taxes this election, but I believe this sales tax increase of 
only one-half of 1 percent gets us the “best bang for our 
buck.” Please support our volunteer fire department and 
vote YES on 2H.
Gary Coleman

Behind the incentive package
An article in The Gazette on Oct. 25 titled, “Monument 
Making Waves” presented tax incentives the Town of 
Monument offered a developer who would like to build a 
resort south of Baptist Road and west of I-25, within Forest 
Lakes. I want to address any concerns regarding the incen-
tive package and the proposed sales tax initiative for the 
Baptist Road and I-25 interchange improvement project.
1. The Town of Monument on its own does not have the 

ability to bond for a project like the interchange. If it 
did, it could take all the revenues generated in a year to 
make the annual payments. 

2. When destination resorts locate in a town, commercial 

and retail areas will develop outside of the resort 
boundary and generate more revenue. This is how a 
town like Monument can complete projects that were 
previously unattainable, such as new stormwater 
drainage infrastructure, beautifying downtown, 
improving parks, and providing better maintenance of 
streets and sidewalks. 

3. The resort developers will pay the same development 
fees to the Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority 
(BRRTA) as all other entities in the BRRTA district. 

4. Anyone making a purchase at the resort will pay the 
same total sales tax as all other retail establishments 
within the BRRTA district (Monument Marketplace, 
Monument Ridge, and the Timbers). 

5. The portion of the sales tax that is rebated (2 percent) 
must be used on the “public face” of the project: 
landscaping, road enhancements, street lighting, 
decorative fountains, etc. It can not be used for the 
buildings or furnishings.

6. The incentive package is competitive, but not more than 
what other communities offer on a regular basis. 

7. Property tax collected from the project will go to public 
safety for any additional work required of our Police 
Department.

I can assure everyone that there has been a lot of thought 
and consideration over the past two to three years regard-
ing this proposed resort and the interchange construction. 
These issues have not been taken lightly, and the only con-
stant that has remained through the process is our desire 
to make the Town of Monument a more desirable, self-suf-
ficient, and diverse community.
Byron J. Glenn

Empty Bowl’s cup runneth over
Once again, the community has made the Empty Bowl 
Dinner a success. Our churches, restaurants, and individu-
als donated soups, desserts, and breads. 

The Monument Hill Sertoma Club and the Lewis-
Palmer High School Serteen club sponsored the event and 
provided the organization and labor. Lewis-Palmer High 
School donated the building space, and many of their staff 
donated their expertise and labor. The potters donated 
handmade soup bowls and the many man-hours it took to 
produce them. Last, but definitely not least, Joe Bohler, the 
Brass Quintet, and the Tri-Lakes Community Adult Hand 
Bell Choir donated an evening of musical entertainment.    
The result is the community came together for a great eve-
ning of music, food, and fun, and Tri-Lakes Cares received 
more than $10,000 to continue their work. It is comforting 
to see a community come together in support of those in 
need. It is gratifying to still see tables full of folks talking 
with one another in the small-town traditional manner. 

We are continuing to grow and have less of the small-
town feel, but the hope is we will always be able to keep 
events like the Empty Bowl Dinner where everyone is a 
part of something more important than 
themselves.   

Thanks to our community.
Monument Hill Sertoma 
Lewis-Palmer Serteens ��������������������
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244 Washington, Monument, CO
719•487•1208
tlcforfamilies.com

Collaborative Mental Health and 
Wellness Services

Counseling:
• Child, Adolescent, and Adult Psychotherapy
• Family Therapy, Couples Counseling and Group Therapy

Parent/Family Education:
• Interactive, child-friendly workshops for families in all 

developmental phases. 

Five Essence Acupuncture:  209-4232
Deahna’s Grove Massage:  210-7376
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244 Washington, Monument, CO
719•487•1208
tlcforfamilies.com

Please call for schedules and appointments

Rebecca 
Albright

MSW, LCSW

Cheryl 
Scharp

BAed,Mstrs 
Lvl Cnslr

Diane E. 
Craft 

LPC, CAC III

Jennifer
Farmer

Dipl. Lic. Ac.

Deahna 
Brown 

LMT, CYT

Victoria
Fleischmann

MA, LPC

481-0250 
Mon.-Fri. 10-5 
Saturday 10-4

125 2nd St.
Downtown 
Monument

Fall Trunk Shows 
Featuring Colorado Artists 

Katie  
Brassell 
Saturday  
Nov. 18th

10 am - 3 pm 

Darlene  
Armstrong

Saturday  
Dec. 2nd

10 am - 3 pm

YOU�RE INVITED! 

• Children & Adult Eye Exams
• Laser Vision Consultant
• Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses

We Match Faces 
and Frames!

Dr. William 
Hallmark, O.D.Authorized Oakley Dealer

Woodmoor’s own Rhiannon Derbort, third 
grader at Grace Best Elementary, and avid 
reader and writer gets a new point of view!

New Patient Special!

$40 OFF$40 OFF
Comprehensive Eye Exam

May exclude some insurance plans. 
Good through 12/31/06

Rhiannon in 2005 Rhiannon in 2006

488-9595
In Monument

Behind Taco Bell

www.premiervision.com

TREE MAN
Fire Prevention—Tree Care

• Brush and dead or 
live tree removal

• Chipping

• Tree trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Land clearing

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured
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Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

Here there be dragons!

By the Staff at Covered Treasures 
Dragons are all the rage now. This month we are on 
an exploration of imagination — with dragons as our 
guides.

How to Raise and Keep a Dragon
By John Topsell, $18.99 
In 1608, an ancestor of Topsell’s penned a work of natu-
ral history, The Historie of Serphents, which included a 
chapter on dragons. John Topsell’s childhood passion for 
these fantastical creatures remains strong, and the result 
is this imaginative book. As he explains in the fi rst chap-
ter, deciding to acquire and raise a dragon is one of the 
most important decisions of one’s life because dragons 
live such a long time! Every aspect of dragon owner-
ship is addressed, from the appropriate living quarters 
to grooming, feeding and even showing your pet. This 
beautiful book of pastel drawings on soft ivory paper 
will please the most devoted dragon-lover!

Who Wants a Dragon?
By James Mayhew, $15.95 
For the young dragon fan, this fabulous picture book fea-
tures the most adorable baby dragon as the main charac-
ter. The little dragon searches all over the castle looking 
for someone to love and cuddle, but everyone seems to 
be afraid of him, and he becomes more and more despon-
dent as he searches. As with most children’s books, there 
is a happy ending.

Dragonology and The Dragonology Handbook
By Dr. Ernest Drake, $19.99, $12.99
These are the ultimate guides for dragon lovers and nov-
ices alike. Dragonlogy is done in a scrapbook form, with 
pickets to open, fl aps to turn, inserts with textures to 
feel, and “photos” plastered on the pages. It has the feel 
of a rare manuscript that should be handled with special 
care. The Dragonology Handbook is more of a textbook 
for a class: separated into three sections, the handbook 
covers Elementary, Intermediate, and Advanced studies 

of dragons. It is sure to make the reader an expert in all 
things dragon!

Dragon Rider 
By Cornelia Funke, $14.99 
German author Funke has written a new classic on drag-
ons. Jump upon the back of dragon Firedrake along with 
Sorrel and Ben to help them fi nd a place where dragons 
can live in peace away from the frightened (and therefore 
dangerous!) human race. You will feel like you are truly 
raised above the clouds with Funke’s description of this 
grand adventure.

DragonSpell 
By Donita K. Paul, $12.99 each 
One dragon egg holds the key to the future of the world. 
Weaving together memorable characters—heroines and 
heroes, knights and kings—daring adventure, and a core 
of eternal truth, this series is a fi nely crafted work of fan-
tasy fi ction. DragonQuest and DragonKnight are other 
titles in this engrossing series.

The Enchanted Forest Chronicles
By Patricia C. Wrede, $5.95 
Cimorene is everything a princess is “not” supposed to 
be: headstrong, tomboyish, and smart. She is so bored 
that she runs away to live with a dragon and fi nds the 
family and excitement she’s been looking for. Through 
the adventurous and hilarious four-volume series, Prin-
cess Cimorene refuses to be “proper.” 

The Pit Dragon Chronicles
By Jane Yolen, $6.95 
Yolen’s acclaimed epic fantasy is now available in pa-
perback editions. Dragon’s Blood, Heart’s Blood, and A 
Sending of Dragons follow two teens determined to free 
dragons that have been trained to fi ght to the death. Also 
available in a handsome boxed set.

Eragon
By Christopher Paolini, $9.95
Just 15 when he began writing his debut novel, Paolini 
was a best-selling author at 19. The story of Eragon, a 
poor farm boy, begins with his fi nding a polished blue 
stone in the forest. When the stone turns out to be an 
egg and soon becomes a dragon hatchling, the adventure 
begins! The second in his Inheritance trilogy, Eldest 
carries forward the journey of a lifetime, with chaos and 
betrayal at every turn. The movie opens this December. 
Be sure to read the book fi rst!

Knights and princesses; heroines and kings; dragons, 
both cuddly and fi re breathing; good overcoming evil. 
These are great stories for solitary, engrossing reading, 
or for reading aloud as a family. Just don’t forget to turn 
over your dragon’s egg in its incubator! 

Until next month, happy reading!

By the Staff at Covered Treasures Your Hometown Bookstore 
Since 1993

481-2665 (BOOK)
Second and Washington Streets 
In Historic Downtown Monument

Author Reading & Signing
Tuesday, November 14

6—8 p.m.
Local Author

Lynn Tolson
will sign her book

Beyond the 
Tears: A True

Survivor’s
Story

and read from 
the chapter on 
Verbal Abuse

Co-hosting this event
• Tri-Lakes Cares
• HAP (Health Advocacy Partnership)

• TESSA (Trust, Education, Safety, 
Support, and Action)

Location
130 Second Street (across the street

from the Covered Treasures Bookstore)
6 pm refreshments, 6:30 reading, followed 

by informal discussion & book signing.

“Your Hometown Auto Dealer”

481-9900
465 Hwy 105, Monument

We specialize in 
used and reconditioned 

SUBARUS!
 •  Competitive Pricing
 •  Full Coverage Warranties
 •  Family Owned & Operated

View our inventory at 
www.MonumentMotors.com

Nov. 14th

OCN - The Web Site
Visit www.ourcommunitynews.org for subscription 
and advertising information; to download, read, or 
search all the back issues; and to learn how you 

can be part of this unique all-volunteer newspaper.
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By Elizabeth Hacker
As you read this, it is likely that you have already begun 
planning for Thanksgiving. My family has spent more than 
one Thanksgiving waiting in an airport for the weather to 
clear. The last time this occurred, we vowed to avoid this 
by staying home, and now Thanksgiving is our favorite 
holiday. There is always a new recipe to try and with a 
little planning, it’s an easy meal to prepare. This approach 
is less stressful, and we established a new tradition of ex-
ploring one of the many trails and open spaces available to 
us within a short driving distance. 

Hiking is a good way to relax, build up an appetite, and 
discover the wondrous land in which we live. On Thanks-
givings past, we discovered the Paint Mines near Calhan 
and Castlewood Canyon near Franktown, but my family’s 
favorite place is still Mount Herman. I already have my 
vote in to explore the new Cheyenne Mountain State Park, 
but I’ll have to wait to see how it stacks up against the three 
other selections. 

It is thought that the pilgrims celebrated the fi rst 
Thanksgiving with a wild turkey, but rumor has it this may 
be fi ction. True or not, the turkey was here long before Eu-
ropeans colonized America. In a letter Benjamin Franklin 
wrote to his daughter in 1784, he questioned the choice of 
the bald eagle as our national symbol and suggested that 
the turkey would have been a better choice: 

“For my own part I wish the Bald Eagle had not been 
chosen…. He is a Bird of bad moral character… too lazy 
to fi sh for himself, he watches the Labour of the Fishing 
Hawk; and when that diligent Bird has at length taken a 
Fish, and is bearing it to his Nest for the Support of his 
Mate and young Ones, the Bald Eagle pursues him and 
takes it from him.... For the Truth the Turkey is in Com-
parison a much more respectable Bird, and withal a true 
original Native of America … though a little vain & silly, a 
Bird of Courage, and would not hesitate to attack a Grena-
dier of the British Guards.”

The wild turkey is a social bird that moves from place 
to place in a single-sex fl ock. Within the fl ock, the largest 
bird establishes dominance by “pecking” at the smaller 
ones, creating a pecking order. Within this social order, 
the young are taught to forage and protect themselves from 
predators. 

During mating season, the dominate turkey becomes 
very aggressive and has been observed viciously attacking 
predators and even humans. During the day, the fl ock will 
cover a large territory, scratching the ground for grubs, 
small reptiles, acorns, seeds, berries, insects, and spiders. 
At night, the fl ock roosts in trees, often on limbs that hang 
over water for extra protection from predators. Some 

predators include fox, raccoon, skunk, coyote, crows, 
owls, and hawks.

Unlike its domestic counterpart that often ends up 
stuffed and as the centerpiece of a Thanksgiving feast, the 
wild turkey is a bird with amazing agility and great eye-
sight that can escape predators by fl ying short distances at 
speeds of up to 50 mph. 

There is no mistaking a wild turkey! Its size, behav-
ior, and bluish-red featherless head are dead giveaways. 
While it is smaller than the domestic turkey, it is huge for 
a wild bird. The tom grows to about 4 feet in length and 
weighs 17-24 pounds. The hen matures to about 3 feet and 
weighs 9-12 pounds. 

Pre-settlement Native Americans prized the turkey 
for its feathers. A mature turkey will have as many as 
6,000 feathers, ranging in color from black to blackish-
bronze with white wing bars. As is typical in the bird 
world, the tom’s feathers are more colorful than the hens, 
with overtones of iridescent red, copper, gold, bronze, 
and green. The tom is also distinguished by the dewlap, 
a fl eshy fl ap on its head that becomes enlarged and bright 
red during mating season, and a “beard” of feathers 
standing out from the middle of its breast.

Turkey mating season is in the spring when the tom 
begins to strut, vocalize, drum, and fan to establish a ter-
ritory and attract a harem. The typical sound associated 
with the turkey is “gobble-gobble,” but the wild turkey 
communicates with a range of vocalization that success-
ful hunters learn to imitate. This cunning bird is a prized 
game bird that often eludes hunters, who questioned how 
a wild turkey could possibly be genetically linked to the 
domestic one.

After mating, the toms leave the fl ock and the hens 
build nests in the ground. Each hen will lay up to 12 eggs 
that hatch in about 25 days. Chicks leave the nest within 
24 hours and stay with the fl ock from four to six months, 
at which time new single-sex fl ocks are formed and a new 
pecking order is established. 

Before our neighborhood built out, we often observed 
wild turkeys in the area, but as more people moved in, the 
fl ock moved on. We still see them in the forests, on the 
grounds of the Air Force Academy, and along Highway 
105 north of Palmer Lake. While hiking this holiday, we 
will again search for the wild turkey, but even if we don’t 
fi nd it, we’ll have fun looking. We wish you a fun, food-
fi lled, and safe Thanksgiving.
Elizabeth Hacker is an artist in the Tri-Lakes area. Her 
bird prints are available at the gift shop in the Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts in Palmer Lake. E-mail her 

with your questions and bird fi nds at OCN. 

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Wild Turkey

Above: Drawing by Elizabeth Hacker of a 
Wild Turkey.  A color version is posted at 
www.ourcommunitynews.org/v6n11bird.htm 

Local history on DVD
Available at Covered 
Treasures Bookstore 

or Call 481-3963

Over 20 Years Experience

BONNETTE
719-233-1321

Enjoy Your 
Holiday Makeover

15% OFF 
with coupon

Highlights with Haircut
Lowlights with Haircut

Dimensional Coloring with Haircut
Expires Nov. 30, 2006

IMAGINE SALON AND SPA
Located between Monument & Palmer Lake 

755 Highway 105

Home Sweet Home 
Pampered Pet Care

Tri-Lakes Area
Animal sitting in your home.

The best in-home care for all your pet’s needs.
Why sacrifice your pet’s health by caging it in a 
kennel? Your pet might suffer weight loss, hair
loss, nervousness, personality changes, diar-
rhea, cough and more. Pets can catch illnesses
and disease, flea infestation and worms from
other animals, resulting in expensive vet bills.

Your home is the best place for your furkids.
In-home care provides a safe familiar environ-
ment, routine feeding schedule, special dietary
needs, accurate dispensing of medicines and
vitamins, individual playtime, love and walks. 

Added FREE benefits: 
• Mail and newspaper collection
• Security that your house is being watched
• Watering indoor plants
• Multiple pet service at no extra charge, 

examples: fish, hamsters, rabbits and more.

Home Sweet Home provides this excellent
service at reasonable prices, 

even less than a kennel!

Your pets deserve the best!
Call Kathi at 487-8830 or 659-0298

10% of my fees go to the 
Scottish Terrier Rescue of 

Colorado. Save an animal’s life, 
please adopt!
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Reflections

Drowning in Electrons
By Judith Pettibone

What is the age requirement to be a curmudgeon 
about electronic sidekicks? Surely I’m not old 
enough. Certainly, I am no Luddite. I have scaled 
the walls of some technology. I have a digital camera 
from which I can store photos, e-mail photos, and 
create lovely photo collages. While I don’t actually 
own one, I can use an iPod. I can even put “contacts” 
in my cell phone. I can program our VCR (stop 
laughing, I know what TiVo is). I book travel online, 
shop occasionally, and I’m even an amateur desktop 
publisher. 

However, sadly, I admit to not being able to “do” 
many other things—like play a DVD on our new TV. 
Heck, I may not even be able to turn it on—at least 
with sound. I’m dreading my phone upgrade because 
I may have to look helplessly at the clerk and say, 
“How do I retrieve my messages?”

You see, I am just a user. I want to “see” what 
does what and be done with it. I do not need infinite 
possibilities on my cell phone. How is it that my 
friend may still have “clean out the fridge night” for 
dinner once in a while, but has just had to institute a 
“clean out the TiVo” night? I want these devices to 
be my helpers, not my masters. It is enough to make 
a body tired. 

What I hope will save me from true curmud-
geonhood is that I see the writing on the wa … er 
… screen. I think the difference between a passing 
complaint about ubiquitous electronics and lifetime 
whining is the key. 

In less than a week, two bits of techno-news 
have led me to consider peace with electrons. The 
Federation of American Scientists said that video 
games can redefine education, and Google purchased 

YouTube.com for the equivalent of an emerging 
country’s budget.

It appears that machines—games—never tire 
of student mistakes and furthermore teach skills 
employers seek, like problem-solving under duress. 
Hmmm. Could I really finally learn algebra, organic 
chem, or a second language? And who doesn’t need 
problem solving under duress? Bring on the games. 

Now as for Google’s latest investment, have 
you visited YouTube.com? I’m sure there is much 
more to it than meets my eye, and while I have let 
MySpace.com and FaceBook.com live happily in my 
daughter’s world, there is something about an idea 
with a price tag of $1.65 billion that caught my atten-
tion. What does Google see that I do not? How much 
time can one devote to watching video clips … oops, 
the attitude is slipping.

You can totally blame Ray Bradbury’s techno-
cautionary tale Fahrenheit 451 for the above. He 
convinced me that it can’t be a good thing for people 
to give up books (among other things) and avoid the 
messiness of life for somnolent technological bliss. In 
fact, he made it seem positively dire. 

Still, this is 2006 and “living better electroni-
cally” has its upside. I believe in compromise and 
progress, so as soon as I read the morning paper, I’m 
off to the library, packing my cell phone (on vibrate) 
and not forgetting that later today I have a “date” with 
a friend’s blog.

Bring In This Ad To Take Advantage of These Special Offers

2 Additional
Months FREE

with New
Mailbox Rental

FedEx, UPS, US Mail
Mailbox Rental
Business Cards & Stationery
Lamination
Freight Capabilities

High Quality Photocopying
Fax Service - Send/Receive

Greeting Cards
Office Supplies

Free Pickup (restrictions apply)

10% OFF
All Shipping & 
Moving  Boxes

79¢ each
Letter Size

Color Copies

10% OFF
UPS & FedEx 

Shipping

Jackson Creek Crossing Center
1042 W Baptist Road
Near King Soopers

Phone:  719.481.6700 FAX:  719.481.9239
M-F      9 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat       9 AM - 3 PM
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Mortgage Services

�� Refinance/Loan Consolidation
�� 100% Financing/$0 Down
�� Investment Property
�� 1st Time Home Buyers(All Credit)

(719) 574-4825
Veteran Owned/Operated

Real Estate Sales

“This is a Buyer’s Market!”
(719) 481-4810

Thank You for Serving Our Country
We Salute You on Veteran’s Day!

November 11, 2006

Palmer Lake
14 Listings

 under $200K
Monument

  10 Listings
 under $200K

Support our community:  
Be part of OCN!

Every month, OCN’s merry band of enthusiastic 
volunteers has a great time producing this unique 
newspaper that is delivered free by mail to everyone 
in the Tri-Lakes area. 

Many thousands of your friends and neighbors 
look forward to reading it every month as their pri-
mary source of reliable, comprehensive local news.

Join the fun! We need help with all aspects of 
producing OCN: Reporting, editing, ad sales, graph-
ic design, photography, and distribution. 

Please contact us if you have a little time you 
could contribute to this very rewarding effort. 

Opportunity is knocking. Give us a call, drop us 
a note, or send us an e-mail. You’ll be glad you did!

John Heiser - (719) 488-3455
johnheiser@ourcommunitynews.org
Our Community News, Inc.
P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132
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Palmer Lake Historical Society

Dizzy Dedication, October 17

Above: Dizzy, the German Shepherd that helped build the Star of Palmer Lake in 1935. 

The large bronze statue of Dizzy was presented to the people of Palmer Lake by the Palmer Lake Historical 
Society. Society board members, and the Mayor of Palmer Lake are with Dizzy. Dizzy represents the eager 
can-do spirit of volunteers everywhere and especially those that built the Star in 1935. Dizzy was owned by 
Bert Sloan of Palmer Lake. Photo by Dee Kirby, Caption by Rogers Davis (Below Photo by Jim Kendrick)
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For those desiring a 
distinctive & creative
look...

For those desiring a 
distinctive & creative
look...

For those desiring a 
distinctive & creative
look...

3rd & Beacon Lite • Monument

488-9007
www.balancedbike.com

Tri-Lakes Area’s 
Only Bike & Ski 
Shop

$5 OFF $5 OFF 
Bike Repairs!Bike Repairs!
FFULLULL S SERVICEERVICE B BIKEIKE S SHOPHOP

CCUSTOMUSTOM J JERSEYSERSEYS AREARE I INN!!

Support 
Our  

Community
Shop  

Tri-Lakes
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Art Matters

With modernism, Rembrandt 
helps shoot “Friends” and “Pirates”

By Janet Sellers
Are you a Rembrandt expert? Chances are, the answer is 
“yes” whether you know it or not. You might not look at the 
latest movies, television, or photo media and think about 
good ol’ Rembrandt, but he is with you all the same. His 
funny hats and hoary old face don’t seem to fit with our 
fashion magazines, television shows, or adventure movies. 
But his expertise of vision and light play with us to this 
day in professional studio work – especially if there is big 
money in it. It is a traditional view, and it works. He isn’t 
modern; he is traditional, classical, and masterful: We con-
temporary artists rely on him tremendously.

Known in the business as “Rembrandt lighting,” its 
omnipresence is familiar to us. His vision is still seen in 
the three-quarter lighting of subjects in print, television 
shows, commercials, and movies. And he doesn’t stop 
with his influence on lighting. Old masters of his lineage 
had their way with how scenes were set up in order to bear 
powerful influence on us. Masterful composition was 
taken from the form of the Nautilus shell, the mathematics 
of the “golden section,” the Fibonacci series of numbers, 
and those compelling patterns. Study any episode of shows 
such as “Friends,” one of the most popular television shows 
of all time, and watch the frames. You’ll see the golden sec-
tion composition and Rembrandt lighting play up the stars’ 
glamorous looks. That glamour has lasted a long time! 

What about his influence on action, say, in movies? 
There he is again. Take a look at Pirates of the Caribbean, 
for example. The indoor shots by candlelight and window 
light reveal classical tenor and mood power. Looking is 
what the visual fine art oeuvre is all about. We still rely on 
visual information to determine what we think is happen-
ing and reference it to what we know. 

These days, one thing we know is that contemporary 
art remains in the modern era. It still leans on classical 
reference, because we lean on classical reference in our 
thinking and education. Art has had a lot of different 
names in the last few generations. The modernist seeks 
self-fulfillment, self-realization, and self-improvement. 
Modernists have taken personal dissatisfaction and made 
it into a mission of fulfillment.

Each month, my mission is to look at what’s happen-
ing in our town in art and art venues. I am so happy to hear 
the artist and gallery news. Art shows and sales are mov-
ing right along. We are cultivating increased art interest in 
our community. We enjoy owning a work of art by a local 
artist. Gallery directors have told me that visitors to our 
area buy art here to take home to their neck of the woods. 
Isn’t that great news?! 

October marked the last official Art Hop, but local 
gallery owners assured me the art fun will continue. 
We’ll have our art openings at usual—and unusual—
places. We have the annual old-time Christmas events 
in each part of the Tri-Lakes area, and I hear there will 
be private and semi-private showings of art besides the 
storefronts and gallery walls.

Let’s coin a term for the art shows at local public and 
private spaces: “Gallery du Jour.” It could be a way to 
reference the unusual, sometimes ad hoc, venues for art-
ists to exhibit their work. It’s a way to combine the idea 
of the café art show style with local venues that we may 
happen upon, such as at local businesses. Where there’s a 
wall, there’s a way! 

It is fairly common to enjoy art on the walls at dif-
ferent places, but it is really exciting to know that the art 
may be for sale and that there may be much more avail-
able from the source. How can we get it for ourselves or 
purchase the art for a gift? Generally, one contacts the 
artist directly from their information cards at the site. It’s 
a very direct approach, and it is a lot of fun, too

One can take in the show of artwork on the wall and 
then meet the artist by appointment to see more of that 
artist’s work. This is common for ad hoc venues such as 
a Gallery du Jour, where the artist takes on more respon-
sibility for the show and sale. Regular galleries are in the 
business of representing artists to do the business work 
with collectors: Sell the art that is up or find more art 
choices for the patron. 

Art du Jour alternative venues include the foyer and 

indoor corridor walls of businesses or other establishments 
in the traditional salon style. It used to be the walls of the 
palace or your villa, but many other spaces will do. You 
may have seen art adorning your local professional office, 
medical center, or hospital. The art is a refreshing respite 
from the stresses of the workday for many. 

Here are some of our Tri Lakes “Galleries du Jour”:
Chapala Building: Watercolor and photographic prints by 
local artist Dan Fraley and his current student, Olivia Pen-
nington. Their local scenes of our town and the romance of 
the Southwestern states are up through November. 
Serranos Coffee: Sip in the artistry and enjoy the current 
exhibit. Currently showing the photographs of these photo 
studios: Vic and Eduardo Garcia; “All Over the Map” Pho-
tography; Stan Garment Photography. The exhibits change 
throughout the year, and Serranos’ owners Carl and Aline 
tell me you can contact the artists directly from their infor-
mation cards to purchase the artwork.
Peoples Bank: Those of us in and out of the bank on 
Highway 105 have seen the impressive ceramic and metal 
wall sculpture there, but did you know that it is for sale? 
If you’ve enjoyed seeing it, ask about it next time you drop 
by the bank.
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts: Pikes Peak Watercolor 
Society presents the 20th celebration of the annual sig-
nature member exhibit and sale Nov. 1 through Dec. 7. 
Opening reception will be Nov. 10, 5-8 p.m., with “paint-
ing demonstrations and art give-away” during the opening 
event. A gallery walk hosted by Jina Pierce, SCAC curator, 
Nov. 18. Location: 304 Highway 105, Palmer Lake. 

After a fun summer of Art Hop events, our Historic 
Monument area gallery scene changes the art and artists 
they have up at their own pace now. I did hear of a few 
things while at the Art Hop that will be up in November:

Pankratz Gallery: Watercolors of Brian Clifford Nov. 4-
Dec. 2; public opening on Saturday, Nov. 4, Artist’s walk-
through Saturday, Nov 11; 266 Second St., Monument. 

Winter Gallery’s October and November exhibitions: 
Paintings of Lance Greene; watercolor and ink paintings 
by Keith Stewart. 

Creative Inspiration ~
Healing the Right Side 

of the Brain
A series of restorative and creatively 

inspiring weekend retreats for women. 
Art therapy workshops taught by local artist,
Regan Rosburg, in cooperation with Shannon
Paige Schneider, owner of Om Time Yoga Studios
(Boulder and Denver), and Snowed Inn Bed &
Breakfast (Tri-Lakes area.) 
Dates: Nov 17, 18, 19; Dec 15, 16, 17; Jan 2007 
(sold out); May 11,12,13; Jul 20, 21, 22 and Sep
26, 27, 28 - (Limited enrollment)
By exploring the artist’s path, we will embark on
techniques (right side of the brain inspirations in
drawing, painting, journaling, and guided medita-
tion) used by artists to unlock the creative flow and 
generate healing. The creative process will grant
permission for your own creative power to surface. 
Our goal is to leave the weekend not comfortable
coloring in the lines of our lives, but taking the
creative pen, drawing the lines, sketching, and
painting a life that serves our unique hearts and
dreams, honors our past, inspires our present, and 
grants us perspective into the future.
Investment: $275 per person per weekend – cov-
ers meals, art instruction, and two nights lodging 
(double occupancy accommodations.) Art supplies 
and required texts available for purchase on site.
Contact (303) 934-2030, retreats@omtime.com,

or visit www.omtime.com.

Start
My Art!

Colorado Art Center
Monument School of Fine Arts

New Winter Programs, Classes 
& Workshops

www.StartmyArt.com
Call Janet Sellers at 488-8280

Also...Janet Sellers Fine Arts
Gifts, Jewelry, Art Prints & Gift Paks

You shop...We wrap & ship the same day!

www.janetsellers.com

Cháteau Belle
Quality Interior Painting 

and Decór since 1985

Interior Painting

Custom Color

Drywall Repair

Tromp L’oeil

Texture

Furniture

Cabinets

Tammy René
Crawford

Licensed—Insured

Specializing in 
Professional Faux 

Finishes and Interior 
Makeovers

Holiday
Decorating Special

10% OFF!
all bookings before 

Dec. 15, ‘06

Gift Certificates Available!

1-800-709-FAUX (3289) 

Above: Photograph by Dan Fraley of Elephant Rock 

Very Large Watercolors with inks on paper by 
Keith Stewart, on exhibit at Winter Gallery through 

November
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these 
listings, dates or times are often changed 
after publication. Please double-check the 
time and place of any event you wish to 
attend by calling the info number for that 
event. 
Rocky Mountain Music Alliance 

Concert Saturday, Nov. 4
The Rocky Moun-
tain Music Alliance 
(RMMA) opens its 
second season with 
a concert featur-
ing soprano Jeanie 
Darnel with pianist 
Michael Baron. 
Darnel is Head of 
Vocal Studies at 
Florida Gulf Coast 

University. Baron has recently joined the 
faculty there. The concert will be held 
Nov. 4, 7 p.m., at Forestgate Presbyterian 
Church, 970 Northgate Road, Colorado 
Springs (1 mile east of I-25 exit 156). Sea-
son tickets for all four concerts in the 
series are $60 for adults and $50 for stu-
dents. Single tickets are $22 for adults and 
$18 for students. RMMA is a non-profit 
organization that promotes classical music 
in El Paso County. Additional information 
and tickets are available by calling Pam 
Brunson at 484-0192.

Historic Monument’s 
Fall Festival

Downtown Monument merchants will host 
their annual Fall Festival Nov. 11, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. in Historic Downtown Monument. 
Scarecrows made by downtown merchants 
will be on display throughout town and 
many galleries and shops will be offering 
refreshments and specials. Come on down 
and vote for your favorite scarecrows! For 
more information call 488-8306.

Pine Creek Holiday Bazaar
Crafter-artisans in 120 booth spaces of-
fer creative holiday gifts Nov. 11, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., at Pine Creek High School, 
10750 Thunder Mountain Ave., Colorado 
Springs. This annual event is a fund-raiser 
for the Pine Creek High School band pro-
gram. Enjoy live music, a bake sale, silent 
auction, and Grandma’s Kitchen! Admis-
sion is free. Take I-25 to Exit 151(Briargate 
Parkway), continue straight (east) to Pow-
ers Blvd, then left (north) to Old Ranch 
Road. For information, call 488-6517 or 
visit www.geocities.com/pcbazaar.

Annual Health Fair
Health care professionals and vendors 
from the area will be at Creekside Middle 
School, 1330 Creekside Dr. in Monument, 
Nov. 11, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to provide health 
and wellness information and free health 
screenings. The annual health fair is 
sponsored by Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy 
Partnership. Free childhood vaccinations 
will be available for eligible children and 
flu shots will be available for adults and 
children age 6 months and older. For more 
information call the Tri-Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce, 481-3282.
Readings and discussion event

Author Lynn Tolson will read from her 
new book, Beyond the Tears: A True Sur-
vivor’s Story, Nov. 14, in the conference 
room of the Monument Sanitation District 
Office at 130 Second St. Refreshments will 
be served from 6 to 6:30 p.m. After the 
reading, Tolson will be joined for a discus-
sion by Vicki Allen of TESSA, Rebecca 
Albright of Tri-Lakes Center for Family 
Development, and Judith Pettibone of Tri-
Lakes Cares. For more information, call 
Covered Treasures Bookstore, 481-2665.

Gleneagle Women’s Club 
Annual Arts & Crafts Show

Everyone is invited to this free event Nov. 
17, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at The Place, 13990 
Gleneagle Dr. For information on the arts 
and Craft show, call Tsilla at 599-9046. 
The women’s club luncheon will be held 
there also, at 11:30 a.m. For luncheon res-
ervations, contact Frances at 481-4607 by 
Nov 10.

Palmer Lake’s Chili Supper
This popular annual fundraiser will be 
Nov. 25, 5 to 8:30 p.m., at the Palmer 
Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. All 
proceeds go toward maintenance of the 
Palmer Lake Star on the mountain, which 
will be lit at approximately 8 p.m. as part 
of the Chili Supper festivities. There will 
be door prizes and a bucket raffle. One 
lucky raffle winner will be the one to light 
the star! To donate prizes or for more in-
formation, phone the Palmer Lake Town 
Office at 481-2953.

Monument Academy hosts 
Wine & Cheese Tasting

The Monument Academy charter school 
is proud to present a Wine & Cheese Tast-
ing Nov. 25, 6 to 10 p.m., at the beautiful 
Woodmoor Pines Golf & Country Club, 
18945 Pebble Beach Way. Whole Foods 
will sponsor a delightful selection of 
gourmet cheeses, and The Wine Seller of 
Monument will sponsor a variety of wines 
from around the world. From 6 to 7 p.m., 
a VIP wine and cheese class will be of-
fered by Chef Victor Matthews, owner 
of the Paragon Culinary School and the 
4-star Black Bear Restaurant and Cedars 
Jazz Club. The general tasting will follow 
from 7 to 10 p.m.

Tickets for the VIP Wine & Cheese 
class and General Tasting are $45, or $25 
for the General Tasting only. To purchase 
call 481-1950, ext. 168. All proceeds will 
benefit the Monument Academy’s Re-
source Development Council.

The Monument Academy, a “Public 
School of Choice,” is a charter school lo-
cated in Monument, and is the only char-
ter school in Lewis-Palmer District 38. 
Founded in 1996, the school now has over 
600 students and offers classes for kin-
dergarten through grade 12. As a charter 
school it is a publicly funded, tuition-free 
school created by parents, teachers, and 
community members for the purpose of 
creating a distinctive school. 

Donate your extra 
coats to charity

You can help less fortunate Coloradoans 
by donating new or gently used coats to 
the Dependable Cleaner’s Coats for Colo-
rado Drive, the state’s largest coat drive 
and possibly the biggest in the U.S. Since 
there are no Dependable Cleaners stores in 
the area, you can drop off coats through 
Nov. 30 at Donald Wescott Fire Station 1, 
15415 Gleneagle Dr. For more informa-
tion, phone the station at 488-8680. 

Historic Monument’s 
Small Town Christmas

Get into the holiday spirit Dec. 2 in his-
toric downtown Monument, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Crafts for kids starts at 10 a.m. in 
the Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Mr. and Mrs. 
Santa Claus will visit in the lobby of the 
Chapala Building on Second Street at 10 
a.m. Hayrides will leave between 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. from High Country Store, 243 
Washington St., where there will also be 
cupcake decorating, carolers, and enter-
tainment throughout the day. Galleries 
and shops will be offering holiday treats 
and special sales. For more information 

call 488-8306.
Art contest

Palmer Lake Town Council’s Economic 
Development Committee is sponsoring an 
art competition, “Faces of Palmer Lake.” 
Entries may be two-dimensional art of 
nearly any medium or photography. The 
entry fee is $10 and submissions are due 
by Dec. 7. To request the entry application 
pamphlet, phone Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts, 481-0475.

Tri-Lakes Community Christmas 
Handbell Concert December 9

Get into the holiday spirit with this an-
nual free event featuring multiple choirs 
(handbells and chimes), a brass quintet, 
organ and piano, violin, percussion, a sing-
a-long, and a special rendition of “Phan-
tom of the Opera.” The concert is Dec. 9, 
7 p.m., at Monument Community Presby-
terian Church, 238 3rd St., Monument. For 
more information, phone Betty Jenik at 
488-3853, or e-mail ljenik@adelphia.net.

Tri-Lakes Music Association 
seeks singers and musicians

The Tri-Lakes Music Association, a 
non-profit organization, is still recruit-
ing musicians–orchestral and vocal–for a 
Christmas concert that will be performed 
at Lewis-Palmer High School December 
15, 16, and 17. The music selection for this 
year is Mike Speck’s “The Heart of Christ-

mas.” The proceeds from the concerts will 
be donated to Tri-Lakes Cares, a non-
profit organization. Anyone with a desire 
to make music and have fun is welcome 
to join this group. For more information 
about the adult choir, children’s choir, and/
or orchestra please contact Bob Manning 
at 481-3883 or rwmanning@adelphia.net.

Adult Reading Program
Read eight books in eight weeks to win 
prizes and be entered in a grand prize 
drawing! Register online at ppld.org, or 
visit your local branch. This reading pro-
gram is open to everyone 18 and older, 
and runs through Dec. 18 at all PPLD 
locations. For information, call the Palmer 
Lake Branch, 481-2587, or the Monument 
Branch, 488-2370.

Adult Literacy and 
ESL Tutor Training

Help adults improve their basic skills in 
reading, writing and/or English language 
skills. Tutors work one-to-one with an 
adult learner two to four hours a week; 
meeting times and location are flexible. 
Free 18-hour training is held at Penrose 
Library, 20 N. Cascade Ave., Colorado 
Springs. The training dates are Mondays, 
5:30 - 9 p.m., Nov. 6, 13, 20, 27, and Dec. 
4. Participants must attend all sessions to 
become tutors. Call 531-6333, x2223 for 
information or to register. 

U.S. Pro Golf Tour held a professional golf tournament at the Gleneagle Golf 
Club October 6-8 in which 175 golfers vied for a $300,000 purse. Monument 
Hill Sertoma Club, along with the Lewis-Palmer Serteens and members of the 
Gleneagle Sertoma Club provided volunteer assistance in the conduct of the 
event. Over 1400 volunteer hours were provided doing a variety of jobs such as 
starters, scoring, marshalling, spotting, manning the driving range and clean-up. 
The Sertoma chapter received a $10,000 check for the volunteers efforts. The 
money will go to worthy community projects in the Monument/Gleneagle area.

Above: (L to R holding the check) Robert Bender, Director, Tournament 
Operation, U.S. Pro Golf Tour, Sertoman Glenn Scott, and Sertoman Dennis 
Daugherty, who led the effort.

Special Events and Notices

Free Trial Lesson!
Call 488-4321

•  Positive Attitudes
•  Improved Report 

Cards
•  Taekwondo Builds 

Healthy Kids!

•  Self Confidence
•  Self-Discipline
•  Respect
•  Exercise
•  Self Defense

Main entrance of Home Depot and Wal-Mart Center
www.USTCWORLD.com

Benefits
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Our Community Calendar
By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus

Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Nov. 6, 

6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st 
and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Nov. 8, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. 
Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, 
Wed., Nov. 8, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 or 
visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 
Thu., Nov. 9, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Now meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Nov. 9, 
7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Meets 2nd Thu. each month.  Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee 
Meeting, Tue., Nov. 14, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell Ave. 
Now meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 488-2525.

• D-38 District Accountability Advisory Committee 
(DAAC) Meeting, Tue., Nov. 14, 7 p.m. in the District 
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 
2nd Tue. each month. Info: 488-4700.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Nov. 14, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732. 

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Nov. 15, 7 p.m., Station One, 15425 
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680 or 599-4068. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Nov. 15, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 or 
visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.  

• Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Nov. 15, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 
Hwy 105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. 
Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 481-2312.

• Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., Nov. 15, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes 
Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument near the 
bowling alley. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-
3303. 

• Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Authority Board 
Meeting, Wed., Nov. 15, following the fire district board 
meetings at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of 
Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4th Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-2312. 

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Nov. 15, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691 
Woodmoor Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 488-
2694 or visit www.woodmoor.org. 

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Wed., 
Nov. 15, 4 p.m., district office, 174 N. Washington St. 
Normally meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-6868.   

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, Thu., 
Nov. 16, 6:30 p.m., 130 2nd St. Now meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-4886.

• Palmer Divide Water Group Special Meeting, 
Thu., Nov. 16, 6:30 p.m., The Place, 13390 Gleneagle 
Drive, to discuss creation of a new water authority and 
cooperation of regional water districts.  

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Nov. 16, 7 p.m., Learning Center of the Lewis-
Palmer Administration Building, 2nd and Jefferson. 
Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-4700.

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Nov. 

20, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 
1st and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.  

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Nov. 21, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off 
Union Blvd and Printers Parkway). Meets 3rd Tue. and 
optionally 4th Tue. each month. Info: 520-6300. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, Tue., 
Nov. 28, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off Union 
Blvd and Printers Parkway). This meeting held only 
if items are left from the Nov. 21 meeting. Info: 520-
6300. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Mon., Nov. 29, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr., Colorado 
Springs. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Call to confirm 
date and time. Info: 488-3603. 

• Forest View Acres Water District Meeting, Thu., Nov. 
30, 5:30 p.m at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 
west of Monument near the bowling alley. Normally 
meets 4th Thu. each month at the Tri-Lakes Fire Station 
1 for the rest of 2006. Verify time, date, and location at 
SDMS at (800) 741-3254 or the district, 488-2110.

• Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Dec. 
7, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-

6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. 
Info: 481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-Thu., 
10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5 p.m. 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., and 
Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session particularly 
suitable for preschoolers. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Storytimes, every Tue., 10:
30 & 11:15 a.m. Special reading program events for 
preschoolers ages 3-7. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m. Special reading program events for toddlers 
and children. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.  
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, every Thu., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.  
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587. 

• Monument Library Toddler Time, every Thu., 10:
30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m., Rhymes & rhythms for kids up 
to 24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Snuggle-Up Storytimes, every 
Thu., 7 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies welcome. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: American Girl Book Club, 
Wed., Nov. 8, 4-5:30 p.m. A series of three discussion 
groups (ending Dec. 13) about Kirsten, a pioneer girl. 
Registration is required and space is limited. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Registration 
and info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: Children’s Book 
Week Celebration, Sat., Nov. 11, 1:30 p.m
Suzanne Lively, Balloon Lady Extraordinaire, tells 
the story of the Three Little Pigs with help from 
the audience and many balloons! Make a wolf and 
three piggy puppets and celebrate with cookies and 
lemonade. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Book Blast: A Book Club for 
Kids 7 to 12, Tue., Nov. 21, 4-5:30 p.m. Meet for 
games, crafts, food, and to discuss great books. Captain 
Underpants is this month’s selection. See a librarian for 
details. Meets every 3rd Tue. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

Adult programs 
• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes. 

Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes for 
beginner computer users. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Talk English! Mondays, 6:
30-8:30 p.m. Informal conversation groups for adults 
with intermediate and advanced English skills. No 
registration needed. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 10 
a.m.-noon. Socialize, explore issues, debate, and argue, 
all in a spirit of camaraderie. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: Victorian Heart Adult Craft, 
Sun., Nov. 5, 1:30 p.m. Using a needle and thread, learn 
how to fashion a beautiful ornament to give to someone 
you love or to enjoy yourself. Taught by local artist, 
Charlotte Miller. Space is limited, please register at the 
desk or call 488-2370. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. 

• Monument Library History Buffs, Wed., Nov. 8, 1-3 
p.m. Read and discuss a book from a selected time in 
history. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Nov. 17, 10-11:30 a.m. Everyone is welcome 
to attend this spirited group. The November selection 
is Skipping Christmas by John Grisham. Meets 3rd Fri. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Dec. 1, 9 a.m. New 
members welcome, no registration needed. Meets 1st Fri. 
each month at Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Call for the November book selection: 481-
2587.

• Monument Library November Art Display: David 
Reynolds displays fascinating, sometimes dreamlike, 
infrared photographs. Ken Cartlidge spotlights “Writing 
Through the Ages” in the display case. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370.

For other library events, please check http://ppld.org/
communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Monument Hill Sertoma Club Breakfast Meeting, 

every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

• Al-anon/Alateen Open Parent’s Meeting: Carry On, 
every Sat., 10:30-11:30 a.m., College Room 2nd floor, 
NE corner; 1750 Deer Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit 
www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call 
the 24-hour answering service at 632-0063 (locally) or 8 
a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).

• Weekend Bike Rides, Sat., 10 a.m. for road rides; 
Sundays, 1 p.m. for mountain bike rides. Balanced Rock 
Bike Shop, 279 J Beacon Lite at 3rd St. Info: 488-9007. 

• Air Force Academy Toastmasters Club, every Mon., 
5:30-6:30 p.m., Oracle Building off Voyager Pkwy. Info: 
call Don, 481-8435, or visit www.d26toastmasters.org. 

• Al-anon/Alateen Meeting: Monument Monday Night 
Literature Study, every Mon., 7-8 p.m., Tri-Lakes 
Chapel, room 207, 1750 Deer Creek Rd, Monument. 
Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-anon-
alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering service at 
719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 
1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• Al-anon/Alateen Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 
9-10:10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer 
Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or 
www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering 
service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, Tuesdays & Fridays, 
9:30 a.m., Basic Strength & Balance; 10:45 a.m. 
Low Impact Cardio; Monument Hill Church, 18725 
Monument Hill Rd. YMCA members free, non- 
members $2 per class, first two trial classes are free. 
Info, 481-8728. 

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Nov. 6, 7 p.m., 
2500 East Hwy 105, Monument (4.3 miles East of 
I-25).  Share concerns and success stories in a small 
group. Learn how you can become pain-free. Visitors 
and new participants always welcome. No charge, no 
products sold. Meets 1st Mon. each month. Info: Lorna 
Searle, 481-3735.

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Nov. 7, 

TREE MAN
Fire Prevention—Tree Care

• Brush and dead or 
live tree removal

• Chipping

• Tree trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Land clearing

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured
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6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose St., 
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1st Tue. 
each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467. 

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, 
Wed., Nov. 8, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Community 
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd Wed. 
each month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-6787 or Chuck 
Eaton at 495-2443.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Nov. 9, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 2nd 
Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Dinner 
Meeting, Thu., Nov. 9, 6:30-9 p.m., Woodmoor Country 
Club. Women building business relationships in a social 
atmosphere. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: Visit w
ww.trilakesnetworkingteam.org or call Claire Boynton, 
332-8360. 

• La Leche League of Tri-Lakes, Tue., Nov. 14, 10 a.m., 
Family of Christ Lutheran Church. This worldwide 
organization provides mother-to-mother support for 
mothers who choose to breastfeed. 675 Baptist Rd. 
Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 481-2909 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society, Thu., Nov. 16, 7 
p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
“Rarer than Fairies,” a portrayal by Debra Faulkner of 
Countess Katrina Wolfe Murat, known as the Betsy Ross 
of Colorado and former resident of Palmer Lake. Meets 
the 3rd Thu. each month. No meeting in December. Info: 
481-4407.

• Gleneagle Women’s Club Arts and Craft Show 
and Luncheon, Fri., Nov. 17, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., The 
Place, 13990 Gleneagle Dr. Info: call Tsilla, 599-
9046. Women’s Club luncheon at 11:30 a.m. For 
luncheon reservations, contact Frances at 481-4607 by 
Nov 10.

• Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Nov. 21, 7 
p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow Rd., 
Woodmoor. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Lindsay, 
487-9362.

• Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Tue., Nov. 21, 6-8 
p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer Lake. 
Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, and more.  
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Childcare available. RSVP 
to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-4221. 

• Womens Business Owners and Managers Luncheon, 
Wed., Nov. 22, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Woodmoor Pines Golf 
& Country Club. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 481-
3282.

• MOMS Club of Monument New Member Social, Fri., 
Nov. 24. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and kids! 
Meets the Fri. before the last Wed. of the month. Info: 
Joy Norton, 487-8239. 

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch, Thu., Dec. 7, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town Hall. 
Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: Kay Reuteler, 488-
3263.

• Palmer Divide Quiltmakers, Thu., Dec. 7, 7 p.m., 
Church of Woodmoor, Furrow Rd. Meets 1st Thu. each 
month. Info: scotti145@aol.com. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• Rocky Mountain Music Alliance Concert, Sat., 

Nov. 4, 7 p.m., Forestgate Presbyterian Church, 970 
Northgate Road, Colorado Springs. The opening concert 
of the series features soprano Jeanie Darnel with pianist 
Michael Baron. Season tickets for four concerts are $60 
for adults and $50 for students. Single tickets are $22 
for adults and $18 for students. Info and tickets, Pam 
Brunson, 484-0192. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage, Fri., Nov. 
10, 7 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 
Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. Three open 
stage acts and a featured performer. $5 general public, $3 
Black Rose Acoustic Society members. Normally held 
the 2nd and 4th Fridays each month, except December. 
Info: www.BlackRoseAcoustic.org or 633-3660. 

• Pine Creek Holiday Bazaar, Sat., Nov. 11, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Pine Creek High School, 10750 Thunder 
Mountain Ave., Colorado Springs. Crafter-artisans 
offer creative holiday gifts. Enjoy live music, a bake 
sale, silent auction, and Grandma’s Kitchen! Admission 
is free. This annual event is a fund-raiser for the Pine 
Creek High School band program. Info: 488-6517, or 
visit www.geocities.com/pcbazaar.

• Historic Monument’s Fall Festival, Sat., Nov. 11, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Galleries and shops offer sales and snacks. 
Scarecrows made by downtown merchants will be on 

display throughout town. Come on down and vote for 
your favorite! Info: 488-8306.

• Annual Health Fair, Sat., Nov. 11, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Creekside Middle School, 1330 Creekside Dr., 
Monument. Local health care professionals will 
offer free health screenings and health and wellness 
information. Free childhood vaccinations will be 
available for eligible children and flu shots will be 
available for adults and children age 6 months and older. 
Info: 481-3282.

• Readings from Beyond the Tears: A True Survivor’s 
Story, Tue., Nov. 14, 6 p.m., conference room of the 
Monument Sanitation District Office at 130 Second 
St. Author Lynn Tolson will read from her new book. 
Refreshments 6-6:30 p.m. Tolson will be joined for a 
follow-on discussion by Vicki Allen of TESSA, Rebecca 
Albright of Tri-Lakes Center for Family Development, 
and Judith Pettibone of Tri-Lakes Cares. Info: Covered 
Treasures Bookstore, 481-2665.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage, Fri., Nov. 
24, 7 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 
Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. Three open 
stage acts and a featured performer. $5 general public, $3 
Black Rose Acoustic Society members. Normally held 
the 2nd and 4th Fridays each month, except December. 
Info: www.BlackRoseAcoustic.org or 633-3660.

• Palmer Lake’s Chili Supper, Sat., Nov. 25, 5-8:30 p.m., 
Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Proceeds 
go toward maintenance of the Palmer Lake Star on the 
mountain. There will be door prizes and a bucket raffle. 
One lucky raffle winner will light the star! To donate 
prizes or for more information, phone the Palmer Lake 
Town Office at 481-2953. 

• Monument Academy Wine & Cheese Tasting Benefit, 
Sat., Nov. 25, 6-10 p.m., Woodmoor Pines Golf & 
Country Club, 18945 Pebble Beach Way. Gourmet 
cheeses from Whole Foods and wines of the world from 
The Wine Seller of Monument. VIP wine and cheese 
class by Chef Victor Matthews, 6-7 p.m., general tasting 
7-10 p.m. Tickets for the VIP Wine & Cheese class and 
General Tasting are $45, or $25 for the General Tasting 
only. Tickets: call 481-1950, ext. 168.  

• Historic Monument’s Small Town Christmas, Sat., 
Dec. 2, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. in historic downtown Monument. 
Crafts for kids starts at 10 a.m. in the Town Hall, 166 2nd 
St. Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus in the Chapala Building on 
Second Street at 10 a.m. Hayrides leave 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
from High Country Store, 243 Washington St., where 
there will also be cupcake decorating, carolers, and 
entertainment throughout the day. Galleries and shops 
will be offering holiday treats and special sales. Info: 
488-8306.

• Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts & The Wine Seller 
Concert Series: Jody Adams, Sat., Dec. 2; doors open 
at 7 p.m. for a 7:30 p.m. show. Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts (TLCA), 304 Highway 105, Palmer Lake. Tickets 
are $10 for TLCA members, and $12 for non-members. 
Buy tickets at The Wine Seller in Monument (488-3019) 
and at The Speedtrap (488-2007) and TLCA (481-0475) 
in Palmer Lake. 

• Pikes Peak Watercolor Society Member Show, runs 
through Fri., Dec. 8, Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts 
Main Gallery, 304 Highway 105, Palmer Lake. Info: 
481-0475.

• Tri-Lakes Community Christmas Handbell Concert, 
Sat., Dec. 9, 7 p.m., Monument Community Presbyterian 
Church, 238 3rd St., Monument. A free concert with 
multiple choirs (handbells and chimes), a brass quintet, 
organ/piano, violin, percussion, a sing-a-long, and a 
special rendition of “Phantom of the Opera.” Info: Betty 
Jenik, 488-3853, or e-mail ljenik@adelphia.net. 

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
Colorado Rockhounding Exhibit See mineral 
specimens including a smoky quartz crystal weighing 
over 100 pounds! The exhibit will run through April 30, 
2007. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd., just 
off of I-25 at the Gleneagle exit, #156A, across from 
the north entrance to the U.S. Air Force Academy. Info: 
phone 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org. 
To have your event listed in Our Community Calendar, 

please contact John Heiser at 488-3455, our_
community_calendar@hotmail.com or P.O. Box 1742, 

Monument, Colorado 80132.
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Potato Monday!
Regular Potato Burrito 

& Medium Drink ~ Only $4*

in the Monument Marketplace on 
Leather Chaps near the Home Depot

481-1345
*Every Monday. Extras not included. No substitutions

Cathy R. Deschaine, LMT, CNMT
1770 Deer Creek Road
Monday - Saturday 9-5

• Deep Tissue
• Neuromuscular
• Trigger Point
• Myofascial

Release

719-243-2860

Massage
The perfect gift for the 

nice people on your 
holiday list!

Buy two Holiday Gift Certificates, 
get the third one at 

50% OFF!

Vote YES on 3C
All D38 Kids MAtter!
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10% OFF Dry Cleaning*

10% OFF Alterations*

*With Coupon. Good Through 11/30/06.

• Dry Cleaning
• Full-Service

Laundry
• Leather and 

Suede Cleaning

• Wedding Gowns
• Expert Alterations
• One-Day Service
• One-Hour Service

on Many Items

1736 Lake Woodmoor Drive ~ 481-4252
Near Tri-Lakes Printing, Fitness Architects and the Library

 1445 Cipriani Loop ~ 481-0490
NEW LOCATION near the restaurants off Hwy 105 at Knollwood

Home Delivery Available

BASEMENT FINISHINGBASEMENT FINISHINGBASEMENT FINISHINGBASEMENT FINISHING 
* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates

�Pool hall� with an open home theater  

Whether you know exactly what you want or  
don�t have a clue where to start, I can help. 

488-9812   John Bailey / Bailey Homes 
Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 
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