
By Elizabeth Hacker
Each Saturday about 7:30 a.m., Monument 
Hill Sertoma meets to share breakfast at 
The Inn at Palmer Divide, discuss busi-
ness, and consider issues pertinent to the 
community. On Oct. 6, Phil Steininger of 
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation (WWSD) 
was invited to talk about the area’s water 
supply. 

Member Jim Taylor introduced 
Steininger and engineer Jessie Shaffer, who 
provided a presentation on water issues. 
Steininger, who has worked for WWSD for 
23 years, said that it is one of many water 
providers in the area but that the issues 
were typical for water districts along the 
Front Range. He said that by 2020, census 
projections indicate a 29 percent popula-
tion increase for the United States, with 49 
percent of that growth expected to occur 
west of the Mississippi River. Colorado’s 

population is projected to increase to 2.5 
million people, with the largest concentra-
tions occurring along the Front Range. For 
water districts that are reliant on non-re-
newable sources of ground water, the issue 
becomes how to meet increasing demand 
with a diminishing supply of water.

The resource
Water districts in the Tri-Lakes area rely on 
the Denver Basin, surface water exchanges 
from the Monument Creek watershed and 
its tributary streams, and treated efflu-
ent. Steininger explained that the primary 
water is supplied from the Denver basin, 
an underground confined geologic forma-
tion. The basin is composed of four aquifer 
layers formed over millions of years. The 
most productive wells are in the Dawson 
and Arapahoe formations, where water is 
stored in interlocking pockets of coarse 
sand. 

At a depth of about 1,000 feet, the 
Dawson aquifer is closest to the surface 
and is the only aquifer to receive some 
recharge. The second layer is the Denver 
aquifer, which has a depth of about 1,500 
feet but because it is composed of discon-
tinuous pockets of sand, water production 
rates are low. The third layer is the Arapa-
hoe aquifer, with a depth of about 2,500 
feet. It yields the most water but drilling 
wells to that depth is expensive and as more 
wells are drilled into the aquifer, yields de-
cline due to water draw down and well-to-
well interference. At a depth of 3,000 feet, 
the Laramie-Fox Hills aquifer is composed 
of interlocking pockets of fine sands and 
has low yields and poor water quality. 
Steininger said the water that is currently 
being supplied to Tri-Lakes residents from 
the Denver Basin is of good quality and 
drought tolerant. 
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Above: Tri-Lakes View’s Ice Harvest public art project has been installed on the side of the water treatment building on the 
corner of Beacon Lite and Second Street in Monument. The entire mural was hand-painted in reverse and constructed by 
artists Lisa J. Cameron and Tim Upham. Ice Harvest is designed to reflect the historical significance of ice harvesting from the 
lakes in the Tri-Lakes region. The photograph depicted in the mural was provided by the Palmer Lake Historical Society.  Photo 
provided by Tri-Lakes Views. For more information, visit www.trilakesviews.org. For more art news, turn to page 35.
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The issues
Steininger said that ground water has met 
demand and will continue to be used as a 

source for residents in Tri-Lakes, but of-
ficials were beginning to see production 
declines. He noted that the demand for 
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10% OFF with this coupon*

I-25 & Baptist Road�Adjacent to King Soopers 
Open 9 am to 10 pm Monday-Saturday 

719-481-0708
� Over 1000 Varieties of Imported and Domestic Wines 
� 300 Varieties and Sizes of Micro, Import, and Domestic Beers 
� Fine Cigars   �  Wide Variety of Spirits 
� Walk-In Wine Cooler 
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Beautifully upgraded for 
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Stunning views!! $5,000 
toward buyer�s closing 
costs. Only $440,000.

5 bd, 4 ba, hardwood 
floors, extra kitchen 
cabinets, finished 
basement. 2,900 sq. ft. 
Only $274,900.

Tour both homes at www.
TellMeSomeMore.net 

Cher DeCoud, LHP, QSC
Associate Broker
Call Cher, start packing!
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water between 1995 and 2020 
in the Tri-Lakes region is pro-
jected to increase by 280 percent. 
Steininger emphasized that while 
water levels are beginning to 
show a decline, the situation was 
not dire, and home values were 
not in jeopardy.

A finite resource

Steininger explained that water 
providers have recognized for 
many years that ground water is 
a finite resource and that the cost 
to bring it to the surface and treat 
it will escalate exponentially as it 
becomes necessary to drill wells 
deeper into the Denver Basin. In 
an effort to avoid higher costs or 
future shortages, Steininger said 

that water districts are acting 
responsibly and are developing 
a “Community-wide Inte-
grated Water Plan” under the 
umbrella of the Pikes Peak 
Regional Water Authority 
(PPRWA). 
The cost of supplying 

peak demand

Steininger explained that water 
districts have the responsibility 

to meet peak demand for water. 
Peak demand is based on the day 
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the most water is used, which occurs during the summer 
when residents irrigate. This use determines the amount 
of water that must be available all year to meet residents’ 
needs. Steininger said that the average household uses 243 
gallons per day during winter months but during the sum-
mer, when residents irrigate, the demand for water more 
than triples. 

In an effort to level off peak demand, area water 
providers have implemented an “odd-even” demand man-
agement program that restricts irrigation to certain days 
of the week. Because annual average demand is typically 
one-third of peak demand, reducing high demand will 
extend the life of the resource and help contain the cost of 
delivering it. Shaffer said the cost of meeting peak demand 
includes drilling new wells, installing pipeline, and build-
ing additional infrastructure for water treatment that all 
translates into higher water bills for consumers. 

Renewable water
Steininger emphasized that ground water will remain an 

integral source of water but that it alone will not be af-
fordable or in adequate supply for the future. He said that 
renewable water is the long-term solution. He showed a 
graph that indicated the cost relationship of well water ver-
sus renewable water that indicated that at some point, drill-
ing and treating ground water will become more expensive 
than bringing surface water into the area. Steininger said 
the call for action was to develop and deliver a sustain-
able and cost-effective water source while maximizing the 
practical use of existing resources and infrastructure. He 
said the districts were moving in that direction.

A three-part action plan
1. Demand management: As previously mentioned, water 

districts have already begun designating an odd-even 
demand management program. Steininger said that this 
was one part of WWSD’s active demand management 
program, which in addition targets reduction of 
unaccounted-for water and provides rebates to customers 
for new purchases of water-saving appliances. WWSD 
has also developed a passive conservation program 
that includes information and education. He said that 
the district had given community classes on xeriscape 
gardening, planted a demonstration garden at the south 
treatment plant, and holds an annual poster contest 
for elementary schools located within the district’s 
boundaries. 

2. Water policy: WWSD operates under three water 
allocation policies. The first policy allows for 1⁄2 acre-
foot per 1 acre of land in an effort to ensure that water 
will be available for late developers. The second policy 
bases tap fees on a fair share of water replacement cost 
and accounts for future more expensive water. The third 
policy is a tiered service rate structure where customers 
are billed at a higher rate when they fall into one of the 
high-use tiers.

3. Cooperative infrastructure and resource planning: 
Steininger said PPRWA was conducting a study, 
which will analyze potential efficiencies in the area’s 
existing supply system. He said that PPRWA was also 
investigating availability of additional water sources, 
including renewable surface water from sources like the 
lower Arkansas River and cluster satellite well fields in 
places like the Greenland Ranch or farther east. Once 

Direct:  (719) 277-9465 
Cell:  (719) 337-1203 

E-mail:  Patty@PattyMeola.com 

Search the entire MLS at: 
www.PattyMeola.com

3420 Whimbrel Lane >>
$229,900 

MLS # 495909 
3/3/2 Two-Story w/Mtn. Views 

2,331 Sq Ft.,  Close to Ft. Carson 

View additional photos at: 
www.homescolorado/495909 

Accredited Buyer Representative (ABR) 
Quality Service Certified (QSC) 
Luxury Home Professional (LHP)

<< 1846 Harley Lane
$169,500 

MLS # 420253 
4/2/2, 1,668 Sq Ft., Built 1980,

New furnace, H/W heater, carpet, 
paint, light fixtures, and doors 

View additional photos at:  
www.homescolorado.com/420253

Hire a professional 
Realtor® who will 
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Patty Meola 

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

PRIVATE KINDERGARTEN PRIVATE ELEMENTARY

TODDLERS

INFANTS

PRESCHOOL

TRANSPORTATION

Ages 6 weeks to 14 years!
For more information or 
enrollment, please call 
719-488-8723 or visit our 

website. 
Highway 105 & Furrow Road, Monument  

www.montessorichild.com

1435 Cipriani Loop, Monument 
(719) 488-3358 � www.gym4tykes.com

Beginning in January, Gym 4 Tykes will be 
offering a Preschool Fitness Program in the 
afternoons. We can pick up children and 
bring them to Gym 4 Tykes. The 
program will run five days a week 
11:45 am - 2:45 pm at affordable 
prices. 

The Preschool Fitness Program will be three 
hours of preschool fun. We will play, create, 
and learn using manipulatives and crafts. A 
snack will also be included. Parents 
would provide a packed lunch 
for those picked up at school. 

Call today and reserve 
your spot!  

We also offer after-school 
activities from 3 � 6 pm. 

Plan ahead: Winter Break � Day Camps will 
run from 9 am - noon and 1 - 4 pm with the 
option of staying all day. Sign up early and 
get 4 camps for the price of 3! 

Gym 4 Tykes also offers Music Classes,
Mommy and Me Classes, Mom�s Morning 
Out, Parents� Night Out, Open Gyms, and 
Birthday Parties! Call for more information. 

* Gym 4 Tykes will be closed Thanksgiving week. * 
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$ Millions 
Sold in 
2007!

1760 Moorwood Point, Village at Moorwood � No maintenance 
main-level living, 5 bed, 3 full baths total, huge kitchen, walkout to 
private patio, formal dining could be a wonderful study. $312,000.

This very special one-owner home backs to open space with rock 
outcroppings, and Ute Valley Park. Quiet cul-de-sac location. 5 bed-
rooms and 4 baths, finished walk-out lower-level, huge fenced yard, 
and 3-car garage. District 11 schools. Reduced to $350,000.

17855 Fairplay Way, Woodmoor � 5 bedrooms, 3 baths, hardwood 
floors throughout upper living area. Central air conditioning. Over 1⁄2-
acre with trees on private cul-de sac. Shows beautifully. $329,900.

Walkout Lower LevelOver 3,000 finished sq. ft.

32 Pineview Street, Palmer Lake � Cute 3 to 4 bedroom, 2 to 3 
bath cottage located in an idyllic setting near National Forest. Beauti-
ful rock fireplace and original oak hardwood floors. Spectacular 
views. $255,000. Adjoining lot only $45,000 with purchase of home. 

New Listing

All my Listings have Virtual Tours at www.AndyEllisHomes.com

New Listing - Backs to Open Space

We can build 
your dream 

home for less 
than $85 per 

sq. ft.!

315 McShane, West Oak Ridge � Perfect Goetzmann home, open 
floor plan, new carpet, new neutral paint, master bedroom with dou-
ble walk-in closets, 5 piece master bath, two other light, bright bed-
rooms plus bonus study/bedroom. Incredible landscaping. $309,900.

New Listing

Funkhouser�s

Home and Garden Furniture and Accessories
Whimsical, unique, dramatic, affordable, homey, fun

Belinda can come to your home to help you find out how much fun it 
can be to have your home come alive with your belongings before you 
add anything new.   If new items are needed to complete a new look,   
Funkhouser�s has become a fun place to find all kinds of 
affordable and beautiful additions for a home or garden.    Come see 
us for a touch of �Southern� hospitality.

Retail Store:
183 Washington Street
Monument, Co.  80132
719-481-6185

Appointments made for:
Staging, furniture placement 
and accessorizing, moving-in 
help, flower garden design 
and much more

an alternative supply of water has been 
identified and secured, the issue then 
becomes one of water delivery and 
storage. Steininger compared these 
steps to a three-legged stool where the 
first leg is the source, the second leg is 
the delivery system, and the third leg is 
the way the water is stored, such as in 
a reservoir. 

Summary
Steininger said the availability of Denver 
Basin groundwater is diminishing and 
will continue to diminish even without 
additional growth. He added that supply-
ing future water to meet the area’s needs 
requires planning as well as the proactive 
support of the community. 



With convenient testing centers at:
14311 E. 4th St  4432 Austin Bluffs Pkwy   1040 S. Raritan St  17727 Cottonwood Dr
Aurora, CO 80011  Colorado Springs, CO 80918   Denver, CO 80223  Parker, CO 80134
303-343-8100   719-266-4700     800-942-2050   720-876-0400
Driving skills tests are subject to availability.
Prices may change without notice.

The Daunting Dilemma of Driver Training (Part 1)
Passing this subject could be the difference between life and death.
By Steve Williams, Vice President, Operations, National Driver Training Institute

Driver training can be pretty scary stuff.  I have been in the traffic safety industry 
for almost 12 years, and I can tell you stories that would make you jump out of your 
socks.  Since obtaining my own driver license almost 20 years ago, I have made it 
a practice to avoid certain behaviors like driving in lanes designated for oncoming 
traffic, turning left on red-lights, or zooming through schools zones in excess of 10 
miles per hour over the speed limit.  Unfortunately, while avoiding these behaviors 
seems perfectly natural and logical to me, some of the students I have taught do not 
(initially) feel the same way.  Of course, the purpose of driver training is to create 
safe habits and eliminate dangerous behaviors; in my line of work, some initial 
measure of unsafe driving is expected—hence the grey hair.

Sometimes parents come to me, whether for training or advice, because they feel 
overwhelmed by the task of teaching their child in the car.  The concerns are pretty 
consistent, “I need to teach my teen, but I don’t want to die.  What can you do to 
help me?”  I am writing this column to address some of the uneasiness that you (as 
a parent or a teen) may feel about driver training.

Allow me to give you some assurance.  First, permits are good (by permit, I am 
referring to the learner’s permit, instruction permit, driving permit or whatever other 
designation you may choose).  I rarely give advice regarding obtaining a license, 
but I always counsel families that the permit to drive is a necessary, beneficial, and 
positive step forward in preparing your adolescent for the responsibility of adulthood.  
Obtaining a permit is truly a win-win-win situation for the teen, the parent, and the 
community.  In the teen’s eyes, it is an earnest of the freedoms of adulthood that 
shows parental trust and confidence.  From the parent’s perspective it is preparation 
for the teen’s adult responsibilities, permission to get the teen on the road, 
and a great motivator for obedience until the young adult moves 
out.  To the community in general, the permit is a contract 
between the parent and the state that guarantees the new 
driver will stay off their lawns; the new 
driver will meet minimum 
standards for driving and 
that the parents will meet 
minimum standards of 
instruction.  Your eyes 
do not deceive you; 
the government expects 
parents to participate in 
the driver training process. 

While the degree to which you must participate varies from state to state, all states 
expect a measure of parental involvement.  They may or may not supplement that 
parental involvement with professional instruction, but study after study shows the 
importance of parental involvement in the driver training process and states are 
listening.  

A standard feature in our teaching process includes the use of videos (although we 
avoid gory presentations).  I want to show you a video about current trends in driver 
licensing, but you will have to wait—if you leave now you will miss some good 
stuff. . . 

Your second assurance, moms and dads are uniquely well qualified to teach their 
teens.  Although there are a few exceptions (like a parent who does not possess a 
driver license) most parents’ driving resumes would include such qualifications as:
•   20+ years of driving including:  night driving, winter driving, 
     driving in heavy traffic, collision avoidance
•   15+ years of personal coaching and counseling with the individual to be trained
•   Intimate familiarity with the vehicle to be driven
•   Familiarity with the roadways to be driven

When you think about it that way, you can be pretty impressed with yourself.  How 
much would you pay an instructor with the same credentials?  No one knows your 
teen, your car, and your neighborhood better than you.  You can do this!  With that 
said, I have some advice to help you along the journey to safe driving habits.  We 
just met, so I am going to keep things positive. Here are some things you want to 
do:

Do start your session with a prayer.  You both have expectations and you both 
probably have some trepidation.  Invite God to join you in the instruction to provide 
divine guidance and protection.

Do remain calm.  Your teen driver is already nervous; even if he or she is not 
showing it.  If you appear nervous, you will increase your teen’s anxiety and a 
nervous wreck is still a wreck.  My informal survey reveals that the number one 
fear of teens is, “mom or dad will yell at me.”  The number one parent fear is, 
“I am going to die or end up in the hospital.”  Both of these fears are legitimate.  
Every time you ride with your teen, affirm the following contract, “I will not yell 
at you in the car if you will do exactly what I say when I say it.”   If you feel you 
have to yell, pull-over and get out of the car.

Another strategy to reduce nervousness relies on risk management.  Our 
instructors and our curriculum reduce risk by controlling the environment in 
which we drive.  Individuals who have never driven before must practice in a 
parking lot before they may move on to public streets.  A good way to manage 
risk is to limit driving according to speed.  Private property, such as a parking lot, 
will typically have a speed limit of 10 mph.  The new driver should stay in 10 mph 
conditions until he or she can drive as well as the supervising parents under the 
same conditions.  Once the driver demonstrates enough proficiency to alleviate 
mom or dad’s fears, graduate to speeds in the 20’s (residential streets).  Stay in 
the 20’s until your teen earns the right to drive in the 30’s . . . and so on until you 
cover all speeds.  If mom or dad is nervous to move to the next level, the driver 
should not yet graduate out of the current level.

Do pull-over in a discussion.  Driving requires a lot of attention in a lot 
of different places already.  If you try to impress an important point on your new 
driver, the driver must either take some critical attention from the task of driving, 
or miss what you are trying to say.  Have the student pull-over.  In this way 
you emphasize that what you have to say is important and you emphasize that 
driving without distraction is important.  Pulling-over frequently may also help 
you remain calm (our first “Do”).

Do give positive reinforcement.  Obviously your teen will make some 
mistakes when learning to drive.  I don’t think I need to tell you to correct them.  
Many instructors, however, forget to reinforce the successes.  Make the effort to 
reinforce good performance with affirmations like, “good smooth braking” or, 

“great turn.”  Positive reinforcement lets your teen know you see 
improvement.  It also reduces your teen’s anxiety 

(remember the fear of being yelled-at).

Do know your student’s 
personality.  If you have 
observed more than one 
child, you know that each of 
your children has a unique 
personality.  Work with your 

teen according to his or her 
level of maturity, learning ability, 

and physical coordination.  

Do enjoy your time together.  Yes, learning to drive can actually be fun!  
The teen years pre-packaged with a certain level of tension for each teen.  Driving 
is a golden opportunity to share humor, tell stories of your own learning years, 
and work together on the common goal of your teen’s success in the car.  By the 
way, positive reinforcement will greatly increase your chances of enjoying your 
time together.

Do leave your problems at home.  Focus on the task of driving and don’t 
introduce problem topics like chores, homework, or that troublesome friend down 
the street.  Remember that an emotional wreck is still a wreck.  If either the parent 
or the teen is having a bad day and giving a bad attitude, skip the lesson that day.

Earlier, I promised you a video.  The production I have posted for you is called 
Young Drivers: the High Risk Years.  Although this is a serious and sober 
documentary, I promise there is nothing gross or gratuitously shocking.  This film 
is fairly family friendly.  It describes the main risks to young drivers and the kinds 
of measures that the government and families must take to keep young drivers 
alive.  To view the video, direct your browser to: 
www.USDriverTraining.com/DriverEdColumn.php

Next month we can talk about some “Don’ts”.  In the future I will cover more 
practical in-car applications and update you on current legislative trends in driver 
education.  

For more information about driver education or the National Driver Training 
Institute, please visit our website at www.NationalDriverTraining.com or call toll 
free 1-800-942-2050.
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Palmer Ridge High School 
Construction Update
Construction at Palmer Ridge High School 
is on time and on budget.  The physical 
education area, the performing and visual 
arts areas, and the kitchen and commons 
area are closed in with roofs and walls.
And within the next two weeks, the roof 
installation in these areas will be weather-
proof.  Steel work on the academic areas 
is approximately half done, and the 
first pouring of concrete slab is already 
complete.  In addition, the athletic fields are 
95% graded, and the 200 plus wells for the 
geothermal heating system are on schedule.  

Please stay tuned for public site 
tours later this winter!

Dear Lewis-Palmer Patrons:
The strategic visioning process that began in February 2007 has generated some exciting 
results, and a new Strategic Visioning document has been produced in draft form.  Once 
the document (shown below) is complete, it will be shared with the greater community and 
presented at the December DAAC meeting.

This document is the direct result of hundreds 
of conversations throughout the community –
conversations that have challenged our thinking 
and lead us to envision the knowledge, skills, 
personal characteristics, and experiences that 
our students must posses today, in order to find 
success in the world of tomorrow.

The resulting plan is a living document, 
meaning that it will be monitored and adjusted 
as required, in order to ensure that our District 
remains focused on its intended course.

The strategic vision for LPSD is comprised of 
three main areas: 

1) Student Learning: A Solid Foundation

LPSD will focus on the mastery of core subjects, 
which will provide a strong foundation and 
prepare students to thrive in post-secondary 
educational pursuits, career preparation, and/
or the workplace. 

2)  The Whole Child: Skills for the 21st Century

LPSD will strive to create a learning environment which interweaves student learning with a focus 
on the whole child – mind, heart, body and spirit. 

3) Community Engagement: Collaboration and Service to Others

LPSD will engage community members and families in order to build a mutually supportive 
home-school-community culture that enhances the quality of life for all involved.

Implementation of the content of the plan will be directed through a partnership between the 
District Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC), LPSD administration, and individual school 
staff members. In addition, goals will be created within each school’s School Improvement 
Plan (SIP), and the structure of the SIP will be framed around the three main areas: (1) Student 
Learning, (2) Whole Child; and (3) Community Engagement.

I am excited about the release of this document and the effect it will have on student learning!

Superintendent of Schools

SUPERINTENDENT'Supdate
In Pursuit of Excellence

Visit Lewis-Palmer School District #38 on the web at www.lewispalmer.org to find out more!

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Update
Under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001, states and school districts are required 
to make annual Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).  AYP measures whether all students complete 
a year’s worth of progress toward their educational goals each school year, based on their 
individual abilities.  Our district made Adequate Yearly Progress for the 2006-2007 school 
year, and we are the largest school district in the state to make AYP.  We credit this achievement 
to the many excellent teachers and support staff within our buildings, as well as to the 
community support our District has continued to receive.  As we grow and move forward, the 
partnership between home, school, student and community is critical to our continued success.

Education in the 21st Century

Strategic Vision
Lewis-Palmer School District 38

2007-2012
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Academy Water and Sanitation District, Oct. 3

Violation of state standards turns out to be false alarm

��Valid through Nov. 15, 

        The House
Phone:    (719) 314-9447 

Website:    theabchouse.net 

�� Mom�s Morning Out every Thursday & Friday from 9am until 12 pm  
�� Parent�s Night Off every Friday night from 6pm until 9pm 
�� Flexible day care available with advanced reservations. 

�� Adult/child/infant CPR & first aid trained 
�� Safe and closely supervised indoor and outdoor play areas 
�� Snack provided  
�� Age appropriate crafts and activities 
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Salads • Sandwiches • Entrées
Carry-Out or Dine-In

Breakfast 7 - 11 am
Lunch 10 am - 3 pm
Dinner 3 - 8 pm (M-F only)

140 Second Street
Historic Downtown Monument
719-481-1225

$1.00 OFF!
Dinner Entrée
Must present coupon 3-8 pm M-F.

Not valid with other offers. 
Good through 11/30/07

Breakfast 7 - 11 am
Now Open 7 Days a Week!

Sell your home for as low as $2,950*Sell your home for as low as $2,950*
  Help-U-Sell Summit Properties 

Services Include: 
Powerful Marketing System 

Full Service Real Estate Transactions 
Pre-qualify all Buyers 

Buy Direct and Save Options 
                             Negotiate to get You the Best Price 

For more information, contact our Tri-Lakes Specialist 
with over 10 years of experience

Karen Ahrens at 719-339-0052 
karenahrens@helpusell.com

Also ask about our Smart Buy Program 
*$2,950 applies to homes listed for $200,000 or less. Each office independently owned and operated. 

By Susan Hindman
At the Oct. 3 meeting, Jerry Ja-
cobson, the Academy Water and 
Sanitation District’s operator, re-
ported that the state had informed 
him that the district’s water 
exceeded the maximum contami-
nant level for trihalomethane, 
a byproduct of disinfectants. 
However, on Oct. 16, he called 
OCN with an update from the 
Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment, which 

had informed him that it erred 
in its calculations of the annual 
average and that the district’s wa-
ter is actually in compliance with 
state standards.

Trihalomethane is formed 
when chlorine reacts with organ-
ic carbon, Jacobson said. Organic 
carbon develops from a natural 
process. The August 2007 levels 
had spiked since August 2006, 
triggering the initial concern. 

While higher than normal, 

the numbers must be monitored 
quarterly for a full year before it 
can be determined if the amount 
is in violation of state standards. 
So the district will begin quar-
terly monitoring for trihalo-
methanes and haloacetic acids. 
Previously, testing had been done 
once a year.

The government standard is 
.080 milligram/liter, or 80 parts 
per billion, and is determined 
by calculating a running yearly 
average. Academy’s August read-
ing was .086 mg/L. However, 
Jacobson said results for testing 
done on Oct. 16 indicated a sub-
stantially lower reading, .0317 
mg/L. That changes the running 
average to .059 mg/L. 

Jacobson said he had sus-
pected the shallow well was 
where the problem was, because 
it would be more susceptible to 
increases in total organic carbon. 
The level of chlorine residual 
and the amount of time water is 
stored in the tanks can also affect 
the levels.

“We had limited the use of 
the shallow wells during this 
time and the (new) test results 
would indicate that we will con-
tinue operating in that way,” he 
said. “The lower test results also 
indicate that we can expect to 
maintain compliance through the 
remaining sampling period.” 

Though the immediate fix is 
“to reduce our dependence on the 
shallow well” and use the deep 
well, he said that long-term, they 
would be looking at installing ad-
ditional treatment. 
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�������������
���������������������

�������������������� ���������
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YTM*

Yield to 
Maturity 

due 
4/15/2009

Countrywide Home Loan Note

What interest rate do you earn?
• Rated A- by Standard and Poor’s
• Semi-Annual Interest
• Non-callable

*Yield effective as of 10/19/2007, subject to availability and price change.
Yield and market value will fluctuate if sold prior to maturity

Let us sell for YOU on the 
WORLD’S LARGEST

auction site!

�� FREE research for the current EBAY market value of your treasure.
You’ll know the value BEFORE you decide to sell…FREE! 

�� FREE professional photographs on EBAY of your treasure! 
�� Advertising experience that guarantees an enticing and accurate 

description of your treasure! 
�� We sell WORLDWIDE for you, answer ALL of the e-mail questions, 

and handle ALL of the packing and shipping!
�� Competitive rates and conveniently located.

We do it ALL for YOU!
The Blue Sage Merchant

251 Front St #4, Downtown Monument, 488-1822
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Pre-Grand Opening 
Special!

Call 488-4321
www.coloradoblackbelt.com

Due to the overwhelming 
support of this wonderful 
community, we have 
outgrown our existing space! 
The U.S. Taekwondo Center is 
proud to announce the Grand 
Opening January 2008 of our 
NEW 9,000 sq. ft. BUILDING 
next to Wal-Mart. 

We are honored to be a part 
of such a great community! 
Thank you for all of your 
support!

��

50% OFF Tuition!
and FREE Trial Lesson
First 50 new members only

with this coupon. Good through December 1, 2007.
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During the next year, if the 
levels meet state regulations, the 
district can then request a re-
duced monitoring schedule.

Coincidentally, the state De-
partment of Health recently im-
plemented new rules that require 
districts to continuously monitor 
residual chlorine. Academy will 
need to purchase equipment for 
$4,000 that will test the chlorine 

in treated water every 21⁄2 min-
utes. Previously, water has al-
ways had to be tested for chlorine 
residual, just not continuously. 

Jacobson said he would 
need to find out the deadline for 
compliance. If it can wait until 
merger negotiations with Donala 
Water and Sanitation District are 
settled, then it would save the dis-
trict $4,000; if not, the board will 

need to purchase it.
Jacobson also reported that 

water loss this month was 14 
percent, compared to 5.8 percent 
last month. He wasn’t sure what 
caused the discrepancy, although 
flushing hydrants could have con-
tributed to it.
Look for rates to increase
Treasurer Walter Reiss presented 
the figures for the 2008 budget, 

and started off by showing a 
shortfall of around $105,000. 
After discussion about where to 
cut back on next year’s spending, 
the board reduced the shortfall 
amount to $62,000. But there is 
still no way to cover costs without 
rate increases —through service 
charges or water rate increases, 
or both. Because of the additional 
costs in keeping the system op-
erational, both increases “can be 
justified,” said board President 
Richard DuPont. “There have 
been increases that we’ve been 
subsidizing.”

The service fees had de-
creased six years ago, and the 
only water rate increase has been 
the creation of a tiered system 
tied to use, which encourages 
conservation. 

There would likely be a 
combination of raises in both 
fee areas. For example, after 
a $10 service fee increase was 
suggested, the district’s attorney, 
Paul Murphy, suggested a water 
rate increase of $1.50 per 1,000 
gallons. By way of comparison, 
Jacobson noted that currently, for 
5,000 gallons per month, Acade-
my residents pay $45 and Donala 
residents pay $50. “So if our rates 
go up, we’ll be more expensive 
than Donala,” Jacobson said. 

There were no final deci-
sions made on the numbers, but 
residents should prepare for an 
increase in rates.

IGA dates likely will be 
pushed back: DuPont said that 

if the intergovernmental 
agreement (IGA) with 
Donala is agreed upon, his 

recommendation is to implement 
it Jan. 1, 2009, instead of July 
2008. “I think we need some time 
to see what’s best for the commu-
nity,” he said. “I think we need to 
tell Donala we’re still working on 
this.” 

After Jacobson said he still 
didn’t have an estimate for a new 
wastewater treatment facility, 
board members said they needed 
to get a commitment from some-
one to provide that estimate. So 
far, no professional has been paid 
to provide this information. Du-
Pont recommended that $1,000 
be set aside to pay an engineer to 
provide that figure, and the board 
approved this motion.

Director Ron Curry said that 
Donala deserved some kind of 
answer soon, in order to free that 
district to set its 2008 budget, as 
all special districts including 
Academy must do and submit to 
the state by mid-December.

Jacobson said, “I would en-
courage you to meet with Donala 
and talk with them. There might 
be things that come to light if we 
talked. I think we’ve been going 
for a couple of months without 
a clear understanding of what’s 
expected.”

The board decided it will try 
to initiate a meeting with Donala, 
involving a few members from 
each board, not the entire boards.

**********
The Academy Water and Sanita-
tion District board usually meets 
on the first Wednesday of the 
month. The next meeting will be 
Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. at the Wescott 
fire station on Sun Hills Drive. 

Best home in Jackson Creek!! Great Keller 
home with views! 4 bd., 2.5 ba., formal living 
and dining rooms, large kitchen, family room 
with fireplace,  hardwood floors and tile counter-
tops. Large landscaped backyard. Only 
$279,900!

The Best Location in Woodmoor!! Over 3/4-
acre treed lot. 5 bd, 3 ba, great room, formal 
dining room, large eat-in kitchen, finished lower 
level, 2 fireplaces, fully landscaped yard with 
hot tub. Recently remodeled. Only $369,900!

Commercial building in Palmer Lake!! 
Located on Highway 105. Two separate 
entrances for two small businesses. 
Approximately 1,380 sq. ft. in great condition. 
Newly remodeled. Ample parking. A great buy 
for only $259,900!

Great Gleneagle Home!! Cul-de-sac location 
backing to open space and pond! 4 bd., 2.5 ba., 
formal living room and dining room, eat-in 
kitchen, family room with fireplace, new deck, 
and hot tub. Fenced and landscaped yard. Only 
$229,900!

REDUCED!
UNDER

CONTRACT

JUST LISTED

JUST LISTED

REDUCED!

Elegant custom home in Woodmoor! Over 
4200 sq. ft. home on .64 acre lot,  trees, great 
views of Pikes Peak! 4 br, 2.5 ba, large master 
suite, 3 main level bedrooms, gourmet kitchen, 
1,026 sq. ft, garage. Only $449,000!

The Perfect Palmer Lake Home! Walk-out 
rancher, over 3800 sq. ft., 5 br, 3.5 ba, large great 
room, formal dining room, gourmet kitchen, fin-
ished walk-out lower level with 2nd master suite, 
rec rm with fireplace. Views! Only $464,900!

And check out our 2,500 square feet of SAFE toys! 
�Lego �Playmobil �Schleich �Bruder Trucks �Darda �Educational Toys �Science and Magic �  

 �Thomas the Tank �Groovy Girls �Corolle Dolls �Calico Critter �Charm-it Jewelry �  
�Classic Wooden Toys �Stuffed Animals �Ravensburger Games and Puzzles �  

�Babies First Gift �Birthday Cards �Free Gift Wrapping �  
�and Much More! �  

487-1955 Mon. thru Fri. 10�5, Sat. 10�4 
155 Jefferson St.�Historic Downtown Monument 

Have your picture 
taken with Santa!

Perfect for Christmas cards 
Friday, Nov. 16 starting at 11 am.
By appointment. Call Casey at Snowshoe Photography 
Studios 481-4119. 

$3 OFF Oil Change

$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 11/30/07

Horse Boarding 
12 acres near Monument. Barn, pasture, hay & 

grain. $200/mo Summer $275/mo Winter. 

Call Rick at 481-6660



Page 10 Vol. 7 No. 11Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 11Sat., November 3, 2007

Donala Water and Sanitation District, October 17

District adopts conservation rebates; 
water authority moves closer to water supply agreements

By John Heiser
At the Donala Water and Sanita-
tion District Board of Directors 
meeting October 17, the board 
unanimously approved conserva-
tion rebates proposed by Dana 
Duthie, general manager of the 
district. The rebates are as fol-
lows:
• High Efficiency Washer: $100 

rebate to replace higher water 
use washing machines (e.g., 
45 gallons per load) with low 
usage front loading washers 
(18-25 gallons per load). 
The district recommends an 
Energy Star rated machine.

• High Efficiency Dishwasher: 
Energy Star rated dishwasher 
that is certified to use less 
water than a non-rated 
machine.

• Showerhead: $10 rebate to 
replace higher use showerhead 
(e.g., 4 gallons per minute) with 
a more efficient showerhead 
(2.5 gallons per minute).

• High Efficiency Toilet: $50 
rebate for a high-pressure, 
high-efficiency toilet that is 
rated to use no more that 1.5 
gallons per flush.

• Irrigation Controller: $35 
rebate to customers who do 
not already have an irrigation 
control (clock) that sets 
multiple days and time limits 
to conserve water.

• Rain Sensor: $25 rebate to 
purchase a rain sensor that 
overrides an irrigation system 
when detecting rainfall.

The rebates apply to upgrades 
made by district residents after 
January 1, 2008. To receive the 
rebates, residents must submit a 
letter and documentation to the 
district.

Board president Ed Houle 
and board members Dennis 
Daugherty, Dick Durham, Tim 
Murphy, and Dale Schendzielos 
were all present for the October 
17 meeting.

Pikes Peak Regional 
Water Authority (PPRWA) 

seeks water from 
INVenergy’s proposed 

well field
Duthie reported that the PPRWA 
at its meeting October 16 ap-
proved a non-binding cooperation 
term sheet with INVenergy for 
use of water from their planned 
well field on land in Douglas 
County owned by Spruce Moun-
tain Ranch & Cattle. Duthie said 
the well field would be located 
about 5 miles north of County 
Line Road. The adjudicated 
water rights amount to 1,139 
acre-feet (372 million gallons) 
per year from the Denver aquifer, 
1,081 acre-feet (353 million gal-
lons) per year from the Arapahoe 
aquifer, and 386 acre-feet (126 
million gallons) per year from 
the Laramie-Fox Hills aquifer. 
The total is approximately 2,600 

acre-feet  (850 million gallons) 
per year. The water from the well 
field would be delivered to the 
PPRWA in the vicinity of Palmer 
Lake. Which districts would have 
access to the water is still being 
debated.

After using the water, the 
PPRWA would guarantee to de-
liver an equal amount of water 
to the point on Fountain Creek 
where the water would be di-
verted for use in the combined-
cycle power plant to be operated 
by Squirrel Creek Energy (SCE). 

According to the term sheet, SCE 
would pay PPRWA $155,000 for 
developing an operating agree-
ment and would pay the operat-
ing and maintenance expenses 
associated with the system. The 
PPRWA would make the needed 
upgrades to the member districts’ 
infrastructure and sell SCE reuse 
water from other sources at cost. 

According to the term sheet, 
the operating agreement is to be 
finalized by March 31, 2008 with 
delivery of water by January 31, 
2009.

Duthie said, “It’s not a done 
deal.” He noted that one of the 
Douglas County commissioners 
is adamantly opposed to the idea 
and Douglas County might try to 
block the project.

He added that managing the 
project would pose administra-
tive problems for the PPRWA.
PPRWA to conduct study 

with Lower Arkansas 
Water Conservancy 
District (LAWCD)

Duthie reported that the PPRWA 

also approved a memorandum 
of intent with LAWCD to inves-
tigate creation of a “super ditch 
company” to take advantage of 
unused water rights resulting 
from fallowing of farmlands. 
One of the stated goals is to pro-
vide PPRWA member districts 
with up to 15,000 acre-feet (4.9 
billion gallons) per year of reli-
able, renewable water.

Draft 2008 budget
discussed

Duthie presented two versions 
of the 2008 budget for the dis-
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trict: one assuming the proposed 
merger with the Academy Water 
and Sanitation District (AWSD) 
is approved by voters and the 
other assuming the merger does 
not occur. Total projected annual 
revenue without the merger is 
$11.5 million including $1.5 mil-
lion from water sales, $790,000 
from sewer service, and $1.2 
million from property taxes. 
The merger version of the budget 
projects $300,000 in additional 
revenue from AWSD, $100,000 
in additional water sales revenue, 
and $20,000 in additional sewer 
service revenue.

Donala’s 2008 expenses for 
operations and administration are 
projected at $3.7 million without 
the merger and $3.9 million with 
the merger.

Capital project expenses 
are projected at $7.75 million 
of which $7 million are for the 
continuing wastewater treatment 
plant expansion.

The projected ending total 
fund balance is $10.4 million, 
about the same as in prior years.

A hearing on the budget will 
be held at the board’s November 
29 meeting.

Irrigation rationing 
program update

Comparing September 2007, 
which had 6 rain days, to Septem-
ber 2006, which had 11 rain days, 
Duthie said, “In every case, those 
with ET (evapotransporation) 
controllers used more water this 
year.” Noting that the ET control-
lers are good for those who want 
a set-it-and-forget-it system, he 
added that the system sends the 
wrong message to other residents 
because it causes watering on 
days that are restricted under the 
rationing program. He added that 
he wants to wait until after the ir-
rigation season next year before 
drawing any final conclusions on 
the ET controller program. 

Other matters
• Betsy Bray received the 

employee of the quarter award. 
Bray has worked for the district 
for 14 years and is a three-time 

winner of the award.
• Town meetings on water in 

the Tri-Lakes area are being 
planned for late November or 
early December.

• Duthie reported on the Special 
District Association Annual 
Conference held September 
20-21 in Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado. He said that at a 
workshop on special district 
elections, it was noted that 
any TABOR-related election 
must now be held by mail-in 
ballot or conducted as part of 
a coordinated general election.

• Duthie also reported on the 
Colorado Groundwater Policy 
Management Forum in part 
hosted by The El Paso County 
Water Authority, September 
27-28, in Colorado Springs. 
The main theme was aquifer 
recharge, especially of alluvial 
aquifers such as the Upper 
Black Squirrel Aquifer. 
Duthie said the Upper Black 
Squirrel is projected to be 
able to store up to 400,000 
acre-feet (131 billion gallons) 
of water. He noted that water 
lawyers are struggling with 
the legal ramifications of 
aquifer recharge. At present, 
it appears that once the water 
has been put in the ground 
“it belongs to the people who 
live there.” Duthie added that 
before water can be pumped 
into the ground, “it must be 
treated to better than drinking 
water standards.”

• Duthie said the final report 
from PPRWA’s engineering 
study on local infrastructure 
needs should be released in 
December.

• Donala has received approval 
for an additional $2 million 
loan to cover its portion of the 
costs of the wastewater plant 
expansion. 

• A meeting has been scheduled 
November 30 with local 
legislators to “get them more 
vocal on water issues.”

Following the public meeting, the 
board went into executive session 
to discuss personnel, negotia-
tions, and water purchase issues.

**********
The Donala board will hold its 
next regular meeting on Thurs-
day, November 29 at 1:30 p.m. at 
the Donala office, 15850 Holbein 
Drive. Meetings are normally 
held on the third Wednesday of 
each month. The district’s Web 
site is at www.donalawater.org.

COLORADO

RUGGED AND REVOLUTIONARY, A UNIQUE REAR-MOUNTED
SNOWPLOW WITH BENEFITS YOU CAN’T FIND IN ANY OTHER PRODUCT.

719. 457. 3532

For Homeowner and 
Commercial Use

SEVEN (7) OR EIGHT (8) FOOT PLOW WITH MOUNTING/STORAGE CART $2,495.00 • REMOTE INSTALLATION KIT $200.00 -OR- DRIVER 
SWITCH INSTALLATION $165.00 • HITCH ADAPTER (NOT NECESSARY IN ALL CASES) $99.95 • FREIGHT SHIPPING AND HANDLING $300.00 
•INSTALLATION KIT INSTALLED BY SUPER PLOW COLORADO $75.00 • DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

A UNIVERSAL SNOW PLOW
OUR PLOW CAN BE USED ON TRUCKS, SUVS, AND VANS THAT CANNOT ACCEPT FRONT 
MOUNT PLOWS SUCH AS TOYOTA TUNDRAS, CHEVY 2500, FORD F150, AND MANY MORE

740 SYNTHES AVENUE MONUMENT, CO 80132 INFO@SUPERPLOWCOLORADO.COM
For mounting & plowing video go to www.superplowcolorado.com

Above: Oct. 17 - Donala board president Ed Houle (L) presents Employee of the Quarter award 
to Betsy Bray. Seated at the left is board member Dale Schendzielos.  Photo by John Heiser
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Forest View Acres Water District, September 27, October 12, 19, and 25

District selects new management company
By Jim Kendrick

Forest View Acres Water District’s con-
tract management company, Special Dis-
trict Management Services (SDMS), and 
its contract water operations company, 
Community Solutions, Inc. (CSI), are 
terminating their respective contracts with 
the district effective November 15. 

At a special meeting Oct. 19, the board 
selected Community Resources Services 
(CRS), based in Aurora, to take over man-
agement of the district. The board held an 
executive session with CRS President Joel 
Meggers and Senior Manager Sue Blair 
at the end of the Oct. 25 regular monthly 
meeting to negotiate specific aspects of the 
services contract. Prior to going into exec-
utive session, the board unanimously voted 
to continue the meeting to Friday, Nov. 
9 at 10 a.m. at the Monument Sanitation 
District boardroom, 130 Second Street, in 
Monument. 

The board of the Forest View Acres 
Water District met four times in October:
• The Sept. 27 regular meeting was 

continued to Oct. 5
• Special meetings were held on Oct. 12 

and Oct. 19
• The regular board meeting was held on 

Oct. 25 
The district’s board consists of President 
Rich Crocker and directors Ann Bevis, 
Chris Monsen, Barbara Reed-Polatty, and 
Eckehart Zimmermann. 

Lisa Johnson, SDMS district manager, 
has served as secretary at the board meet-
ings. 

Mike Bacon of CSI has served as the 
district’s contract operations manager.

Sept. 27 meeting
Crocker reported that solicitation for a 
new operations firm is expected to yield 
three proposals. He said the deadline for 
proposals had been extended from October 
1 to October 3. Reed-Polatty reported that 
she had contacted five management firms 
and talked with two. In order to discuss 
the anticipated proposals, the board unani-
mously voted to continue the meeting to 
Friday, October 5. Zimmerman was absent 
on Sept. 27. 

Oct. 5 meeting
The board reconvened the continued meet-
ing at 9 a.m. in the Monument Sanitation 
District boardroom. All board members 
were present. They went directly into 
executive session on negotiations regard-
ing contracts for district management and 
water operations at 9:06 a.m. After coming 
out of executive session at 10:46 a.m., the 
board unanimously approved a motion to 
make additional inquiries to clarify the 
proposals received. They also approved a 
special board meeting for Oct. 12 and then 
adjourned. 

Oct. 12 meeting
The board held a special meeting at 11:30 
a.m. in the Monument Sanitation District 
boardroom. The absences of Crocker and 
Monsen were excused. The board went 
directly into executive session on nego-
tiations at 11:40 a.m. to interview Meggars 
and Blair of CRS. The board adjourned 
without taking any actions after coming 
out of executive session at 12:49 p.m.

Oct. 19 meeting
The board again held a special meeting 
at 11:30 a.m. in the Monument Sanitation 
District boardroom. The absence of Reed-
Polatty was excused. The board unani-
mously approved a proposal from Aqueous 
Solutions, Inc. for removing and replacing 
two secondary filters at the district’s sur-

face water treatment plant. Aqueous will 
also install a new manifold and replace the 
media in all the filters under a contract not 
to exceed $36,351. 

Bevis and Zimmerman presented the 
results of their previous interview with 
CRS. The board discussed CRS’ pricing 
schedule and the experience and expertise 
of its staff. The board unanimously ap-
proved a motion to engage the company in 
a services contract. 

The board then went into executive 
session on negotiations. After coming out 
of executive session at 12:25 p.m. the meet-
ing was adjourned with no further action 
or votes taken. 
Oct. 25 regular board meeting

At the start of the meeting, Crocker intro-
duced CRS President Joel Meggers and 
Senior Manager Sue Blair and said they 
were there “to see how we run the meet-
ings and talk about transitions.” CSI water 
operator Mike Bacon was absent due to a 
family emergency. 

Administrative matters
Reed-Polatty asked Johnson for informa-
tion on numerous calls two customers 
had made to SDMS. She wanted to know 
what kinds of issues were raised by these 
customers since “there was a lot of time 
spent” to find the answers. Johnson said 
she would e-mail her the information since 
someone else typically answers questions 
from customers. Reed-Polatty also asked 
for a list of customers who were delinquent 
in their payments and nearing “the stage of 
cutting off water.” 

Financial matters
The board unanimously approved monthly 
payments totaling $38,935. Johnson called 
the list of payments her “preliminary final 
billing” for the district. The final SDMS 
billing was $9,491.28 and final CSI billing 
was $5,262.50. Johnson added that there 
will be a few more transitional bills sub-
mitted by SDMS to the district before Nov. 
15 when CRS takes over. 

Reed-Polatty noted that accounts re-
ceivable for the enterprise fund for the past 
month were higher than average, about 
$132,000 versus about $54,000 for July 
and August. Johnson said she would e-mail 
the information to Reed-Polatty. 

The board postponed approval of the 
third quarter financial report until the next 
meeting, when this requested additional 
information is available. The board unani-
mously approved scheduling a workshop 
meeting for Nov. 9 at Monument Sanita-
tion District at 10 a.m.

Bevis distributed an updated third 
draft of the 2008 budget and asked board 
members to review and comment on the 
changes. The board postponed further dis-
cussion of the 2008 budget until the Nov. 9 
workshop. The public hearing on the 2008 
budget will be held at the next regular 
board meeting Nov. 28. 

Legal matters
District resident Genelle Deavenport asked 
for a discussion of district resident access 
to the well on Penny Nevins’ property if 
Nevins arrived at the meeting later in the 
evening. However, Nevins did not attend. 

Executive session discussions of the 
district management and water operation 
contract negotiations and the lawyer’s 
update on the settlement for the Wilde 
property were deferred to the end of the 
public meeting. 

Resident Alan Longshore advised the 
board that he still disagreed with the legal 
advice the board had received on Sept. 27 

and the board’s decision to hold him re-
sponsible for a bill from the district total-
ing about $10,000 for repairs to the saddle 
tap that serves his house. Longshore said 
the break was 200 feet from his property, 
he did not own the portion of the pipe that 
had broken which was in fact district infra-
structure, that the “vast majority of El Paso 
County water providers” take responsibil-
ity for all infrastructure between the water 
main and the customer’s curb stop, and that 
district residents do not know they are re-

sponsible for these types of costs. 
The district’s attorney Paul Rufien 

said Longshore had presented no new facts 
that would alter his legal opinion that the 
district has interpreted its rules and regula-
tions in the past to place responsibility on 
customers to pay for all repairs between 
the district’s water main and the house. 
There are clear precedents for this inter-
pretation. 

Crocker discussed two previous inci-
dents where the precedent was set for resi-
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               Char�s Designs 
  Holiday Shopping made exceptionally easy! 

Shop at home, in your office, lunch room, board room. Give me a call and I will come 
set up at YOUR location. Shop without going anywhere. My customers love this! 

Or order on my website with PayPal or call me and we�ll do local Visa /MasterCard. 
www.charsdesigns.biz 

719-488-9438 and 303-638-3733 (cell) 
Only 7 weeks until Christmas!

Special orders being taken now to get delivery by Christmas. 
Visa, MasterCard, and Personal checks accepted

Brown Trout Money Clip
Gold fish 
silver clip 
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dents to be responsible for repair costs between the water 
main and curb stop. 

Resident Tom Thieme said it had always been his 
understanding that the regulations state that residents own 
the entire pipe from the saddle connection to the water 
main to the house. 

Resident Susan Gates noted that 10-12 other residents 
in Sundance Estates paid for curb stop repairs in the past. 

Longshore said the board acted as if it was their re-
sponsibility to repair it and should have offered him the 
opportunity to get three bids for the repair or make it 
himself. 

Rufien advised the board that RG Engineering Con-
sultants had provided a draft exhibit for listing scope of 
services and the categories of expected performance for a 
draft contract for the consultant’s comments. Johnson said 
she would assemble a complete draft agreement and e-mail 
it to board members for review and approval prior to send-
ing the completed document to RG Engineering. Crocker 

asked Johnson to e-mail the documents to board members 
the next morning so a final decision on the amount to bud-
get in 2008 for this contract could be finalized by Nov. 29. 

Reed-Polatty said she had completed a draft copy 
of the amendment required for the modified 1985 water 
agreement with the Nevins family. She said she would 
e-mail it to the other board members for review and com-
ment. Reed-Polatty will consolidate these comments, meet 
with Rufien to finalize the proposal, and then schedule a 
meeting with Penny Nevins. 

Johnson advised the board that the district’s Dawson 
well permit was to expire on Oct. 30 because no pump is 
installed in the well. The permit fee is $100. Rufien said 
that the risk of letting the permit expire was minimal. 
There was consensus to let the permit expire rather than 
try to install a pump in the next 5 days. 

Crocker reported that three companies had made pro-
posals for the water operations contract:
• Ramey Engineering
• Echo Resources
• H2O Consultants

Operations report
The operations report for September showed that the 
district’s surface plant produced 1.45 million gallons, av-
eraging 49 gallons per minute over 19 days. The district’s 
Arapahoe well produced 1.25 million gallons averaged 117 
gallons per minute over 9 days. The net monthly produc-
tion was 2.7 million gallons.

Water sales for August were shown as 1.9 million gal-
lons, with a 20 percent loss.

The loss for the first nine months of the year totaled 
5.8 million gallons or 29.8 percent of the net production of 
17.3 million gallons.

Other matters
• Crocker reported that the water tank had been cleaned 

and surveyed on Oct. 24. The last inspection was 10 
years ago. Some serious surface corrosion problems 
were discovered that could not be patched. Sand-
blasting and cleaning repairs will require a tank 
shutdown of 4-5 days. 

• A vacuum truck must be contracted to remove the 
old filter media in the water treatment plant prior to 
replacement with new media. 

• Installation of a chlorine analyzer and a two-pen 
recorder has been completed in the surface water plant.

• The state issued the district a Tier 3 “Failure to 
Monitor” notice on Oct. 15 for failure to sample and 
record bacteria levels in August. The district must 
publish a notice of this violation to the residents of the 
district within 365 days. Additional water samples had 
to be tested for bacteria in September and October to 
ensure that there is no actual problem. There is no fine 
for the gap in sampling. 

• El Paso County Department of Transportation continues 
to cover shut-off valves in the roadways of the district 
with new paving without installing manhole covers.

• Hydrants were cleaned of grass and weeds and flags 
installed to show their locations during snowstorms. 

• All required monthly and quarterly reports, including 
sampling test results have been sent to state and county 
agencies. 

• The costs for several replacement options for the #2 
secondary filters and filter shells were obtained and 
discussed with the board.

• The costs submitted by Red Rock Reserve developer 
Bill Herebic for offsetting the district’s cost for repairing 
water lines near the booster station in May was $54,000. 
The board asked Rufien to review the requirements of 
the contract with Herebic to determine if his costs were 
determined properly since the bill had been expected to 
be only about $30,000. 

• The preparation of updated water system maps should 
be completed by the end of November. 

• The backwash controller at the Arapahoe treatment 
plant has been completed. 

The board then unanimously voted to continue the meet-
ing to Friday, October 5.

**********
The regular board meetings are usually held on the fourth 
Thursday of each month. However, due to the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday, the next meeting is scheduled for Nov. 29, 6:
00 p.m. at Tri-Lakes district station 1, 18650 Highway 105 
(near the bowling alley). Those wishing to attend should 
check the date, time, and location by calling SDMS at 
(800) 741-3254 or 488-2110. 

The district’s Web site is www.fvawd.com.
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Call Phil at 484 0478

Shari Blake Pet Services
Licensed Veterinary Technician
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Joint Use Committee, October 9

Alternative to building $300,000 sludge tank proposed
By Jim Kendrick

Parker AG, the contractor that 
de-waters and hauls solid wastes 
away from the Tri-Lakes Waste-
water Treatment Facility every 27 
months, offered a lower-cost al-
ternative to building a dedicated 
sludge storage tank to control the 
concentration of treated wastes 
pumped from the sludge lagoon 
to Parker AG’s filter press. 

The Joint Use Committee 
(JUC) had considered installing 
a new 150,000-gallon concrete 
sludge tank in 2008, but may not 
have to do so if this alternative 
proves acceptable. Use of this 
tank would avoid a capital invest-
ment of about $300,000 in the 
draft 2008 facility budget— ap-
proximately $100,000 for each 
of the three owning special 
districts. There would still be a 
much smaller cost for hauling 
and renting the portable Parker 
AG tank.

The three-member Tri-Lakes 
Wastewater Treatment Facility 
Joint Use Committee consists of 
one director each from the boards 
of the three special districts that 
own the facility in equal one-
third shares: the Monument and 
Palmer Lake Sanitation Districts, 
and the Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation District.

Director Chuck Robinove, 
the alternate JUC member for 
Monument, represented Monu-
ment Sanitation District. JUC 
Board Chairman Lowell Morgan 
was absent. Jim Whitelaw, Wood-
moor’s JUC alternate, filled in for 
Benny Nasser, Woodmoor’s JUC 
representative who was absent. 
Todd Bell, Palmer Lake’s JUC 
representative, presided as chair-
man during Morgan’s excused 
absence. 

Capital cost avoidance 
proposed

Facility manager and plant opera-
tor Bill Burks said that Parker AG 
has a portable 18,000-gallon tank 
that it could bring to the facility at 
the south end of Mitchell Avenue. 
Use of this portable tank to hold 
sludge pumped from the facility’s 
sludge lagoon would provide an 
alternative method of controlling 
the concentration of solids in the 
sludge at 4 percent for final treat-
ment and disposal. 

Currently the dedicated clar-
ifier tank for the northern aera-
tion basin is used to hold treated 
sludge pumped from the sludge 
lagoon. The sludge concentration 
level is adjusted in the clarifier, 
a process it is not specifically 
designed to perform, before it is 
pumped into the adjacent Parker 
AG portable filter press, mounted 
on a 50-foot trailer. 

However, temporary use of 
the northern clarifier as a simple 
storage tank requires Burks to 
temporarily shut down the north-
ern aeration basin, which signifi-
cantly changes the balance of the 
aerobic microorganisms that live 

by digestion of the wastes deliv-
ered to the facility from each of 
the three districts. Many die and 
settle to the bottom of the basin 
and have to be replaced by re-
production when northern basin 
operations are resumed. It takes 
some time to grow new organ-
isms to replace those lost during 
the temporary shutdown. 

When the concentration of 
the sludge is set at the desired 
amount, the sludge is pumped 
from the clarifier to Parker 
AG’s portable filter press. The 
filter press squeezes nearly all 
the remaining water out of the 
processed sludge, leaving a con-
centrated mixture that is safe to 
use directly as agricultural fer-
tilizer. This de-watered mixture 

is dumped into large Parker AG 
trailers by the filter press and 
18-wheelers deliver it to nearby 
fields. 

The north clarifier is used as 
a receptacle for controlling dilu-
tion because it is adjacent to the 
facility parking lot, which is used 
for loading Parker AG’s 18-wheel 
transport vehicles. Before copper 
concentration became an issue, 
Burks often operated the Tri-
Lakes facility using only one ba-
sin during low load periods to re-
duce electrical costs for the large 
air pumps that continuously blow 
air into the lagoons below the sur-
face, similar to a home aquarium. 
The microorganisms that digest 
the wastes need the air. 

However, Tri-Lakes cannot 

now meet the new very tight cop-
per restrictions without having 
both aeration basins operating 
as close to peak efficiency as 
possible. It takes 30-45 days for 
Burks to stabilize the balance of 
aerobic digestion processes in the 
north aeration basin and clarifier, 
after they have been shut down 
for a month for sludge removal. 
Several copper samples must be 
taken to meet state requirements 
during this period of microorgan-
ism regeneration and substantial-
ly degraded treatment efficiency. 

Burks and consultant en-
gineer Mike Rothberg of RTW 
Engineering Inc. had previously 
advised the board that even with 
optimum performance, the fa-
cility may not be able to meet 

tighter copper removal standards 
that were supposed to have been 
put in place in 2007. This pe-
riod of treatment instability is no 
longer acceptable due to tighter 
requirements for copper removal 
that have been proposed by the 
Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment to meet 
more restrictive EPA standards. 
The copper readings would be 
well above the tighter minimums 
during this transition period 
and would generate violations 
that could lead to fines of up to 
$28,000 per day. 

The facility received a tem-
porary waiver on the tighter stan-
dards for 2007 due to problems 
in accurately testing samples of 
wastewater and incomplete data 
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on the amount of copper that is 
toxic to microscopic aquatic life 
in Monument Creek below the 
point where treated wastewa-
ter is dumped into the stream. 
However, the state proposed even 
tighter standards for test results 
on individual effluent samples 
and average values as well to 
begin in 2008 rather than in 2010, 
when the next five-year permit 
period begins. 

In accordance with negotia-
tions with the state on the copper 
limit waiver, the facility will have 
24 tests performed by ACZ Labs 
of Steamboat Springs during the 
rest of 2007 and all of 2008 to 

determine which method is more 
accurate for predicting toxic-
ity—potentially dissolved cop-
per levels using the biotic ligand 
model that has been used since 
2004, or some other combination 
of metals levels. GEI Consult-
ing will assist Burks and RTW 
engineering with the revised 
regime of environmental testing 
and analysis and propose a new 
toxicity standard to the state prior 
to expiration of the current facil-
ity discharge permit at the end of 
2009. ACZ will test for:
• Total copper
• Potentially dissolved copper
• Dissolved copper

• Dissolved organic carbon
• Total organic carbon
• Other minerals

Monument will split 
caustic soda treatment 

cost
Monument Sanitation District 
Manager Mike Wicklund re-
ported that the district and Town 
of Monument had agreed to split 
the cost (a maximum of $70,000, 
or $35,000 each) for installing a 
caustic soda (calcium carbonate) 
injection system at the town’s 
water treatment plant at Second 
Street and Beacon Lite Road. 
Annual caustic soda purchases 
would cost only a few thousand 
dollars, though no specific esti-
mate has been obtained to date. 

Adding caustic soda, a 
component of many popular 
food products and a common 
water treatment chemical, to 
water from town wells 3, 8, and 
9 may help reduce corrosion of 
the inside of copper water pipes 
in homes and commercial build-
ings. This treatment may also 
line the interior surface of cop-
per water pipes and reduce the 
amount of copper ions that leach 
into drinking water and then into 
the Monument Sanitation Dis-
trict’s sewer system. The system 
is projected to be operational by 
January or February. The town 
will change its building code to 
eliminate installation of copper 
water pipes in new construction. 

Woodmoor treats all its 
water with caustic soda, while 
Palmer Lake only treats part of 
its water supply. 

If this method of controlling 
copper concentrations in treated 
water discharged to Monument 
Creek is unsuccessful, the next 

step would be installing far more 
expensive de-mineralization 
equipment in 2009 at the Tri-
Lakes facility before the current 
discharge permit expires. The in-
stallation cost would be about $2 
million, with an annual operating 
cost of $500,000 thereafter. 

The copper level in the facil-
ity’s discharged effluent for July 
was 6 parts per billion (PPB), 
significantly lower than average, 
perhaps due to dilution caused 
by higher flows in the summer. 
The new state standard calls for a 
maximum average of only 8 PPB 
beginning in 2008, but it would 
be waived for a year until the 
start of 2009. The current maxi-
mum allowable average copper 
concentration, under a temporary 
waiver for 2007 and 2008, is 24.8 
PPB. If the waiver had not been 
approved, the permit limit for 
2007-09 would have been 8.7 
PPB on average. 

Burks reported that he had 
hired Mike Ortiz, an apprentice 
electrician, to fill the previously 
vacant third facility operator 
position. Platt will obtain appro-
priate licenses for plant operation 
in the near future. The districts 

will pay for his education, train-
ing, and testing for the required 
certifications. 

The directors approved and 
signed an easement agreement 
with adjacent property owners 
to gain access to the west side of 
Monument Creek by the plant’s 
discharge pipe to stabilize the 
banks of the stream. The stabi-
lization project will cost about 
$95,000, the lowest of three bids 
received. 

The committee agreed to 
hold its annual meeting on Dec. 
20 at Monument Sanitation Dis-
trict. This meeting is for all the 
board members of each of the 
districts. Monument will host a 
Christmas Party for the directors 
and all the staff members of each 
of the districts immediately after 
this short meeting at the adjacent 
Shani’s Café.

**********
The next meeting of the JUC will 
be at 10 a.m. on Nov. 12 at the 
facility conference room, 16510 
Mitchell Ave. Meetings are nor-
mally held on the second Tuesday 
of the month. Information: 481-
4053.
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New Place & Hours:
755 Highway 105 - Suite #1

481-8766

November 1st - December 22nd

Thursdays & Fridays 10am - 4pm
Saturdays 10am - 2pm

Alice�s Wonderland of Colorado Real Estate Presents  

A Stunning Monument Home

� Private setting on one-acre 
� 5 bedrooms, 4 baths 
� 3-car garage 
� Invisible pet fencing 
� Many more custom features 

� Gorgeous views  
� Cathedral ceilings 
� Lots of windows  
� Finished walk-out basement 
� Quick closing! 

View this home at www.VisualTour.com #0095 6615 
www.ColoradoSpringsHomePages.com  

Call Alice for a Showing Today! 
Alice Sweatman  

719-200-5258

1850 Woodmoor Drive #100       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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Fall is here! 
It�s a great 
time for

Guitar Lessons! 
Holiday Gift Certificates:
Four 1-hour lessons $140
All Ages � All Levels � All Styles

Graduate of the prestigious  
Guitar Institute of Technology  
in Hollywood with 20 years� 

Teaching Experience 

Call Mike at 487-8435
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By Jim Kendrick
Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment 
Facility operators Bill Burks and 
Toby Ormandy are struggling 
to reduce the concentrations 
of copper in the wastewater to 
ensure that the plant’s effluent 
discharge into Monument Creek 
at the south end of Mitchell Av-
enue is not toxic to the stream’s 
microscopic aquatic life. Burks 
and Ormandy are being assisted 
by Mike Rothberg of RTW En-
gineering, the firm that designed 
and built the facility in 1986, and 
environmental consultant Steve 
Canton of GEI Consulting, whose 
expertise is highly respected 
throughout the state. In addi-
tion, environmental lawyer Tad 
Foster provides advice on how to 
minimize the problem created by 
the use of copper sulfate pentahy-
drate as the active ingredient to 
control sewer pipe penetration by 
tree roots searching for sources 
of water in an arid region. 

The Tri-Lakes Wastewater 
Treatment Facility is jointly 
owned by Monument Sanitation 
District, Palmer Lake Sanitation 
District, and Woodmoor Water 
and Sanitation District.

The Upper Monument Creek 
Regional Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility is jointly owned 
by Donala Water and Sanitation 
District, Forest Lakes Metropoli-
tan District, and Triview Metro-
politan District.

Currently, Tri-Lakes is op-
erating under a discharge permit 
for 2005-09 from the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and 
Environment that includes a re-
quirement to report copper con-
centrations in its effluent as part 
of its monthly discharge monitor-
ing report and restrictions that 
require the plant to discharge no 
more than 8.7 parts per billion 
(PPB) on average and 13.0 PPB 
on any particular sample read-
ing. These state restrictions are 
aligned with federal restrictions 
of the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

However, a waiver has been 
issued by the state that temporar-
ily increases the restriction to 
24.8 PPB (average) and 36.4 PPB 
(individual sample) until more 
definitive basic research can 
be conducted by Tri-Lakes and 
other affected special districts to 
more precisely ascertain the lev-
els of copper that are toxic. Basic 
research has now been expanded 
by RTW and GEI to determine 
the types of testing that should 
be conducted to reliably and con-
sistently determine what levels of 
copper or combinations of com-
pounds with copper are toxic to 

the specific unique mix of aquatic 
and plant life in Monument Creek 
near the facility. Also, more 
research is required to subject 
these proposed test methods for 
copper concentrations and pro-
posed unique copper restrictions 
for each individual wastewater 
facility in Colorado to a complete 
review that complies with EPA 
standards. 

Currently, the amount of 
allowable copper in facility ef-
fluent is so small that it is barely 
detectable by the testing methods 
required to be used by the state 
Health Department, and errors as 
high as 100 percent or more are 
common in tests performed on 
calibrated samples submitted to 
various approved testing firms. 
These errors could result in 
violations where there are none, 
and Tri-Lakes could be subject 
to fines up to $28,000 per day 
even though enough of the barely 
measurable traces of copper had 
been removed by the treatment 
process. 

While all the sanitation and 
metropolitan districts in the re-
gion have repeatedly stated that 
they want to protect Monument 
Creek and Fountain Creek, they 
also say they do not want to in-
vest in very expensive systems 
that remove copper and other 
metals and chemicals needlessly 
if the high capital costs will be 
found to be unnecessary after 
more complete basic research 
on aquatic life. The Tri-Lakes 
facility is working on lower-cost 
interim steps while this research 
continues, such as treating the 
Town of Monument’s drinking 
water with caustic soda to coat 
the interior lining of copper wa-
ter pipes to significantly reduce 
leaching of copper ions by water. 
The town will change its building 
code to eliminate copper water 
pipes in future construction. 

Because Upper Monument’s 
flows are much lower, this facil-
ity has no copper restrictions im-
posed by Colorado at this time, 
though with initial construction 
beginning in Forest Lakes and 
thousands of houses already ap-
proved for construction in Triv-
iew, flows soon will rise above 
the state threshold for imposition 
of copper restrictions. Construc-
tion is under way at Upper Monu-
ment to increase its capacity to 
accommodate near-term growth. 
Another expansion is planned in 
roughly 10 years. 

In Burks’ monthly copper 
reports to the Joint Use Com-
mittee (JUC), the board for 
the Tri-Lakes facility, all three 
districts have randomly varying 

concentrations of copper in their 
effluent, with occasional random 
spikes that may indicate dumping 
of copper somewhere in their 
systems or possibly seasonal 
high uses of copper sulfate pen-
tahydrate. Monument and Palmer 
Lake have average and peak cop-
per concentrations that are higher 
than Woodmoor’s. 

Foster has advised the JUC 
to initially address the problem 
of copper sulfate pentahydrate 
with voluntary restraints as other 
Colorado districts have done. 
Burks and Monument Sanitation 
District Manager Mike Wicklund 
asked the Monument Market-
place Home Depot store manager 
earlier this year to voluntarily 
remove root control products 
such as Root Kill, which use 
copper sulfate pentahydrate as 
the primary ingredient, from 
store shelves, and he did so im-
mediately. Alternative products 
such as RootX, which contain no 
copper sulfate pentahydrate, are 
also effective in killing tree roots 
in sewer lines that are tapped into 
sanitary sewer collection lines. 
RootX can be purchased at the 

Monument and Palmer Sanita-
tion Districts. 

The City of Golden has 
issued a statement that reads, 
in part: “Copper is hard to re-
move from the water supply 
to maintain compliance with 
federal regulations. Plus most 
water treatment plants rely on 
biological processing to treat 
wastewater back into the river. 
High copper concentrations can 
kill the biological organisms in 
the treatment plant. To help avoid 
the potential of exceeding copper 
limits, some municipalities dis-
courage the use of copper sulfate 
pentahydrate. For the same rea-
sons, some municipalities have 
stopped using copper sulfate in 
lakes and reservoirs to kill algae. 
It is recommended that you keep 
this in mind when disposing of 
rinse water and unused solution. 
Contact you local government 
regarding regulations.” 

Further information is avail-
able at: 
• Monument Sanitation District, 

481-4886
• Palmer Lake Sanitation 

District, 481-2732

• Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation District, 488-2525

• Town of Monument, 481-2954
• Monument Public Works, 481-

2436
• Town of Palmer Lake, 481-

2953
• Tri-Lakes Wastewater 

Treatment Facility, 481-4053

Copper sulfate products increase water toxicity
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Complete service 
comes to you! 

(719) 487-9119
service@turbosrv.com

Awnings, Appliances,  
Electrical, Solar, LP, Plumbing, 
Satellites, AV, Hydronic, Parts 
& Accessories, Trailer Brakes 

& Lighting, and more... 
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Monument Sanitation District Board, October 18

Consultant describes grant proposals 
for Wakonda Hills expansion

By Jim Kendrick
On Oct. 18, engineering consul-
tant Roger Sams of GMS Inc. 
gave the Monument Sanitation 
District board and staff an over-
view of his efforts to date to 
seek outside funding to help pay 
part of the costs of extending the 
district’s collection system into 
the Wakonda Hills subdivision. 
District Manager Mike Wicklund 
discussed the conclusion of nego-
tiations with the Town of Monu-
ment to split the cost of adding a 
caustic soda injection system to 
the town’s water treatment plant 
to try to reduce the amount of 
copper ions leaching from the 
interior surfaces of copper water 
pipes. 

Director Bob Kuchek’s ab-
sence was excused.

Wakonda Hills funding 
status reviewed

At the direction of the board, 
Sams had first submitted an ap-
plication in late 2006 for 2007 
state funding to pay for part of 
the costs for installation of the 
second and third of three phases 
of a sanitary sewer collection 
system in Wakonda Hills. The 
district paid all costs for install-
ing the first phase of the system, 
including $375,000 in 2002 for 
the 12-inch interceptor line along 
the paved portion of Beacon Lite 
Road north of Highway 105 and 
$835,000 in 2006 for 5,000 feet of 
8-inch collection line in the east-
ern portion of the development. 
No state loans or grants were 
used for this construction. Sams 
renewed the district’s application 
for 2008 in summer 2007.

The application is used by 
the state to annually determine 
eligibility for a subsidized loan 
from the Water Pollution Control 
Revolving Fund or a state grant 
from the Wastewater Treatment 
Grant Program. The project is eli-
gible for funding through federal 
Clean Water Act programs under 
the category for elimination of 
documented failing individual 
septic disposal systems (ISDSs) 
by connecting to an existing 
facility or constructing a new 
facility. The total Wakonda Hills 
project cost is estimated to be 
$2,925,100. 

Sams said that this docu-
mentation had to be in place to be 
eligible for state grants or loans 
for the latter phases of the expan-
sion. The application he submit-
ted summarized the scope of the 
project and justified why the state 
should include it in its annual list 
of eligible proposals. These types 
of applications are typically sup-
ported by a study or preliminary 
engineering reports that docu-
ment the substandard perfor-
mance that is to be corrected. 

Sams reviewed portions of 
the “Narrative Project Descrip-
tion” in the application:
• The requested funding is for 

“design and construction of 
a collection system, in an 
existing, legal nonconforming, 
residential subdivision of 
approximately 150 homes 
on acre lots with wells and 
ISDSs, to benefit public health 
and remediate a public health 
hazard including elimination of 
failing ISDSs and ‘engineered’ 
ISDSs have not been shown to 

be a satisfactory alternative.”
• “Wakonda Hills was 

developed in 1962, just before 
El Paso County increased 
the minimum lot size for 
properties using well and 
ISDSs to 2 1/2 acres.” 

• “The soils in the area are not 
conducive to ISDSs. El Paso 
County has stated that there 
have been many ISDS failures 
in Wakonda Hills. Many of the 
systems have reached their 
maximum useful life.”

• “The results of a failing 
ISDS are Nonpoint Source 
Pollution, vector problems 
such as mosquitoes [that 
live] in ponded surface water 
carrying West Nile virus, 
and putrification odors in the 
neighborhood.” 

• “Because of the proximity 
of ISDSs to wells and poor 
soil conditions, effluent from 
the ISDSs could find its way 
to the aquifer via wellheads, 
which would eventually cause 
nitrate and/or disease-causing 
pathogens to contaminate the 
drinking water source.” 

The project was included in the 

state’s Intended Use Plan for 
these two funding programs as a 
Category 1 proposal, the highest 
category. Sams added that many 
projects are approved, noting that 
Wakonda Hills was listed on page 
9 of a 13-page single-spaced table 
of approved projects. Within 
Category 1, Wakonda Hills is fa-
vored due to its small size (under 
1,000 homes) and the tight copper 
removal compliance schedule for 
the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility (see JUC article 
on page 15 for more details on 
the copper requirement), but 
not helped by the relatively low 
percentage of annual income 
used by Wakonda Hills property 
owners to pay for sewer costs if 
the project is approved. Wakonda 
Hills’ median household income 
is slightly above the state aver-
age. 

The first use of outside 
funding from the revolving loan 
program—at 80 percent of the 
existing interest rate for this type 
of construction loan—would be 
used to prepare an environmen-
tal assessment, very detailed 
budget projections and construc-

tion documents, and a complete 
sanitary survey on the failure of 
the development’s septic systems 
and the effect on Dawson aquifer 
wells. These steps would take 
about nine months, followed by 
construction of about a year. The 
latter phases are more complex 
than the phase completed in 2006 
due to the need to construct two 
lift stations to serve the remain-
ing homes. 

Sams suggested that the dis-
trict ask for a separate planning 
grant for the project from the 
Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment. He 
added that none of the expenses 
incurred by the district for Wa-
konda Hills before any funding is 
awarded would qualify for reim-
bursement. Many of the required 
documents for future funding 
may already be available from 
the county. 

Sams also suggested that the 
board consider conducting an in-
come survey of all the homes in 
Wakonda Hills and determining 
whether higher monthly rates are 
needed in Wakonda Hills to pay 
for operation of the two required 
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244 Washington, Monument, CO
719•487•1208
tlcforfamilies.com

Collaborative Mental Health and 
Wellness Services

Counseling:
• Child, Adolescent, and Adult Psychotherapy
• Family Therapy, Couples Counseling and Group Therapy

Parent/Family Education:
• Interactive, child-friendly workshops for families in all 

developmental phases. 

Five Essence Acupuncture:  209-4232
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244 Washington, Monument, CO
719•487•1208
tlcforfamilies.com

Please call for schedules and appointments

Rebecca 
Albright

MSW, LCSW
648-3218

Cheryl 
Scharp

BAed,Mstrs 
Lvl Cnslr

237-2240

Diane E. 
Craft 

LPC, CAC III
440-7486

Jennifer
Farmer

Dipl. Lic. Ac.
209-4232

Victoria
Fleischmann

MA, LPC
641-0455

Shannon 
Wilder

MA Cnslr
439-8355

� Children & Adult Eye Exams 
� Laser Vision Consultant 
� Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses 

We Match Faces  
and Frames! 

Dr. William 
Hallmark, O.D. Authorized Oakley Dealer 

Monument�s 
own Tiffany 
Tran, aspiring 
pianist, and 
reading and 
badminton 
enthusiast is 
frame-styled 
to suit her 
very active 
lifestyle! 

New Patient Special!

$40 OFF$40 OFF
Comprehensive Eye Exam
Must present coupon when service is provided.

May exclude some insurance plans.  
Good through 12/31/07.

488-9595
In Monument

Behind Taco Bell

www.premiervision.com 
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For those desiring a 
distinctive & creative
look...

For those desiring a 
distinctive & creative
look...

For those desiring a 
distinctive & creative
look...

NOW OPEN!

366 2nd St., Monument 
in The Gallery Center
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lift stations. 
Sams said a loan is a bet-

ter option for the district than 
a construction grant due to the 
differing requirements and con-
straints of the separate programs. 
The revolving loan would be paid 
from sewer service fees collected 
from Wakonda Hills. 

There was a lengthy discus-
sion of numerous technical de-
tails of the application, approval, 
and implementation process as 
well as a discussion of alterna-
tives for gaining political support 
for this proposal. 

The board unanimously ap-
proved $5,000 for Sams to pro-
ceed with gathering additional 
information and documentation 
for the advance planning grant 
application and preparation of a 
preliminary engineering report. 

Agreement reached on 
caustic soda treatment

Wicklund reported that an agree-
ment had been negotiated with 

the Town of Monument on Sept. 
25 to split the costs for installa-
tion of a caustic soda injection 
system at the town’s water treat-
ment plant at Second Street and 
Beacon Lite Road. This plant 
treats drinking water from town 
wells 3, 8, and 9. Operation of 
the injection system is to begin in 
January or February. The board 
approved spending up to $35,000 
for its half of the installation cost. 
The board directed the staff to 
have the district’s attorney, Larry 
Gaddis, draft an intergovernmen-
tal agreement with the town on 
future payments of construction 
and operation costs for the caus-
tic soda system. 

2008 budget refined
Wicklund discussed the changes 
in the latest draft of the 2008 
district budget. He highlighted 
the ambiguity of how to catego-
rize a budget expense in the 2008 
Tri-Lakes facility budget for 
sandblasting the interior of the 

facility’s clarifiers and recoating 
them with a new layer of coal tar. 
The last time the coal tar was ap-
plied to the interior surfaces was 
11 years ago. The language in 
the Joint Use Agreement among 
the Monument and Palmer Lake 
Sanitation Districts and the 
Woodmoor Water and Sanita-
tion District does not specifically 
define maintenance or refurbish-
ment actions. 

The cost of taking the clarifi-
ers off line to sandblast and apply 
a new layer of coal tar is $39,000. 
If it is called a capital cost due 
to substantially extending the 
life of these clarifiers as capital 
assets, the costs are divided 
equally among the three districts. 
However, if the cost is deemed 
to be a simple operational repair 
or replacement, then the cost is 
divided proportionally by the 
volume of wastewater each dis-
trict sends to the plant and the 
amount of treatment required. 
If this is deemed an operational 
expense, then Woodmoor would 
pay roughly 60 percent of the 
cost and Monument and Palmer 

Lake would pay roughly 20 per-
cent each. Another complication 
is that any repair or replacement 
over $2,500 is defined as a capital 
cost. 

Gaddis advised the staff that 
the cost could be categorized as a 
capital or operational cost in the 
JUC budget, based on the word-
ing in the Joint Use Agreement. 
Even if it is called an operational 
cost in the 2008 JUC budget, 
Monument could categorize it as 
a capital cost for 2008. 

The board voted unanimous-
ly to direct Chairman Lowell 
Morgan to vote to categorize the 
costs for the coal tar application 
as a capital cost at the November 
JUC meeting and to state that the 
final decision on this specific cost 
does not set a precedent for these 
kinds of decisions. There was 
consensus that the JUC should 
consider revising the language 
in the Joint Use Agreement to 
eliminate this ambiguity to pre-
vent future disputes over incon-
sistent categorizations of capital 
and operational costs. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:

40 p.m. 
**********

The next meeting is at 6:30 p.m. 
on Nov. 15 at the district con-
ference room, 130 Second St. 
Meetings are normally held on 
the third Thursday of the month. 
Information: 481-4886. 
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Front Range 
Unique Handcrafted Designs
www.frontrangejewelry.com
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By John Heiser
At the Triview Metropolitan District Board of Directors 
meeting October 23, plaques expressing the district’s ap-
preciation were presented to long-time district engineer 
Chuck Ritter of Nolte Associates and former board presi-
dent Steve Stephenson. 

Ritter has served as Triview’s engineer since 1998. He 
is moving to Arizona. His successor in the position is Tom 
Repp, project manager with Nolte.

Stevenson served on the board from July 2003 until he 
resigned September 26.

The board unanimously appointed Mark Veenendaal 
to fill the vacancy created by Stephenson’s resignation.

Board members Joe Belzer, Julie Glenn, Joe Martin, 
and Veenendaal were present. Board member Bob Es-
kridge was absent due to travel. Belzer presided.

Board president election postponed
Glenn and Eskridge were each nominated to be board 
president. Each received two votes. The board decided 
to postpone the election of officers until all members are 
present.

Rate increases proposed for 2008
District manager Larry Bishop distributed copies of his 
draft 2008 budget. The draft budget is based on the follow-
ing proposed rate increases: 

Bishop noted that the Promontory Pointe, Sanctuary 
Pointe, and Home Place Ranch projects are largely on hold 
due to slowing of the housing market. Bishop said the draft 
budget assumes there will be 40 new taps in 2008. This is 
down from 70 assumed in the 2007 budget and 200 often 
assumed in prior years.

The 2008 budget and rate changes will be discussed 
at the November 27 board meeting and approved at the 
December 11 meeting.

Other matters
• Bishop reported that water consumption in September 

was 19 million gallons, up from 18 million in August 
but down from 27 million in July. He said the district 
can account for 95 percent of the production.

• Bishop said the district has solicited bids for construction 
of a water tank in the northeast part of the district. The 
tank was to have been constructed by the developers 
of the now stalled Sanctuary Pointe and Home Place 
Ranch projects. 

• Bishop said the district has applied for an additional 
loan to pay part of its share of the cost for the wastewater 
plant expansion. He added that if the loan is rejected and 
all four of the ballot issues fail, “I have a big problem.”

• Bishop reported that he received sales tax projections 
from THF Realty, developer of the proposed Timbers 
shopping center, south of the Monument Marketplace, 
north of Baptist Road, and west of Jackson Creek 
Parkway. Bishop said there are not enough details in 
the projection to determine whether they are realistic or 
not.

• Martin noted that the shiny light poles recently installed 
along Baptist Road are unlike the others in the town and 
cause reflections into the residents’ windows. Bishop 
said the poles were built to CDOT specifications. He 
added that the problem might be resolved if the town 
annexes Baptist Road.

• Bishop announced that a joint meeting with the 
Monument Board of Trustees is scheduled for January 
14.

**********
The Triview Metropolitan District Board of Directors 
normally meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month. The 
next meeting will be held November 27 at 5 p.m. in the 
district conference room, 174 Washington St. in downtown 
Monument. For information, phone 488-6868.

Triview Metropolitan District, October 23

District bids farewell to Stephenson and Ritter

Above: Triview district manager Larry Bishop presents plaques expressing the district’s appreciation to 
Steve Stephenson (L) and Chuck Ritter (R). Photos by John Heiser.

Water
Gallons used Old New Increase

Monthly base 8.17$        11.00$    35%
10,000 36.97$      42.62$    15%
20,000 69.61$      78.62$    13%
30,000 117.21$    131.02$ 12%
40,000 164.81$    181.42$ 10%
50,000 212.41$    231.82$ 9%

100,000 450.41$    497.82$ 11%

Sewer 32.66$      37.62$    15%

Charge

More joy in your 
body … more 
peace in your life

Don’t miss this 
opportunity to become a 

Yoga teacher!

Yoga Teacher 
Training 

Sundays, January through 
April. Pre-registration 

required by December 1.

Deahna Brown, L.M.T., R.Y.T.

Shop Locally for Gifts and More! 

� Jewelry by Zulugrass and K. Robins
� CDs,DVDs: Yoga, meditation & music  
� Yoga/pilates/workout clothing  

by One Step Ahead, Gaiam &  
Be Present

� Yoga sandals 
� Essential oils, natural lotion, incense 
� Salt lamps, candles, lanterns, 

magnets, bumper stickers, decals, 
prayer flags, statues, 
bed buddies, posters 

� Yoga equipment/props 
Located inside the Yoga Pathways Studio
325 2nd Street, Suite W in the Monteverde Building  

Wed. 4-8 pm, Thurs. & Sat. 10:30 am -1:30 pm  
and 15 minutes before and after yoga classes  

(for schedule see www.trilakesyoga.com)  
and by appointment at 481-0599.

“Your Hometown Auto Dealer”

481-9900
465 Hwy 105, Monument

We specialize in 
used, reconditioned & 

current model SUBARUS!
 •  Competitive Pricing
 •  Full Coverage Warranties
 •  Family Owned & Operated

View our inventory at 
www.MonumentMotors.com

� Caretaking, Housesitting,  
Animal and Horse Care 

� Preparing Your Home For Sale 
Cleaning, Organizing,  
Decorating, Painting

� Cooking, Shopping, Errands 

Call Laura at 719.314.8990

A Reliable Hand 
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Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, Sept. 13, Oct. 11 and 15

Taxes decrease but fee hike proposed
By Elizabeth Hacker

The Woodmoor Water and Sani-
tation District (WWSD) Board of 
Directors held a special meeting 
Oct. 15 to discuss the draft of the 
proposed 2008 budget, which was 
distributed at the Oct.11 meeting. 
A budget hearing will be held at 
the district’s office on Nov. 8 

The budget for 2008 in-
cludes anticipated revenues of 
$6,994,902 with anticipated 
expenditures of $6,919,052, leav-
ing an ending balance of $39,464. 
The budget accounted for facility 
improvements including the re-
pair of the Lake Woodmoor dam. 

Mill levy decrease
District Manager Phil Steininger 
reported that the assessed valu-
ation of property had been in-
creased $16 million to $106 mil-
lion, which lowered the district 
mill levy from 8.5 to 7.35 percent, 
resulting in a 16 percent decrease 
in taxes. 
Water and sewer service 

fees
Steininger reported that a 7.5 
percent increase in service fees 
was proposed to help pay for the 
future projects needed for supple-
mental water. 
Water sharing agreement 

proposed
Steininger reported Oct. 11 that 
the Pikes Peak Regional Water 
Authority (PPRWA) had signed 
a letter of intent with INV 
Energy located in Fountain to 
share ground water mined from 
the Spruce Mountain ranch. 
Steininger explained that if an 
agreement were reached and all 
the conditions met, it would be 
a win-win proposition for both 
INV Energy that needs water for 
cooling its generators and mem-
ber districts of the PPRWA that 
are looking for additional sources 
of water to meet future demand. 
He said the water districts would 
get first use of the water and that 
INV had agreed to fund the proj-
ect. Effluent water credits would 
be exchanged and INV would 
pick up the water in Fountain. 
Steininger said that INV wanted 
to begin as soon as the Douglas 
County 1041 regulations had 
been satisfied, suggesting work 
could begin in early 2008 and 
wells drilled by 2009. 

Steininger reported that 
there would be no contract until 
production of the well field was 
determined, but there was a com-
mitment by WWSD of $5,000 for 
due diligence. He said that the 
district was in a good position to 
benefit. Because of its location, it 
could easily divert water for treat-
ment, and the district had effluent 
credits to exchange. Steininger 
said that INV estimated that it 
needed 2,400 acre-feet of water 
per year and that the districts in 
the PPRWA have 2,200 acre-feet 
of effluent credits.

Lower Arkansas water
In response to a question from the 
board Oct. 11 regarding the lease 

or purchase of water from the 
Lower Arkansas, Steininger re-
plied that a second term sheet had 
been presented by the WWSD 
consultant to the owners for clar-
ification and discussion of terms 
but that the terms keep changing 
and the price has increased. The 
consultant also met with individ-
ual farmers who indicated they 
were interested in selling water 
and/or property. Steininger said 
that there was a big price-range 
variation.

Lake Woodmoor
On Sept. 13, district Operations 
Manager Randy Gillette reported 
the processes of draining the lake 
for dam repair were on schedule 
and that customers are being 
served a blend of 50 percent 
lake water and 50 percent well 
water. He noted that there had 
been a few complaints regarding 
water quality and said that some 
customers seemed to be more 
sensitive than others as to taste 
and/or odor. 

Steininger reported that Col-
orado Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
had completed one of two sched-
uled fish trappings from the lake 
and had found a substantial pop-
ulation of northern pike, perch, 
and crappie. Steininger said that 
it didn’t appear that there were 
enough fish to make it worthwhile 
to move them to another location. 
The CDFW said even if it trapped 
and relocated the fish, it wouldn’t 
be able to net all of the fish and 
there would be dead fish when 
the lake is drained. Steininger 
said the district needed to make 
people aware of this issue. 

Gillette reported Oct. 11 that 
by November, the district would 

be operating 100 percent on wa-
ter from Lake Woodmoor and 
that the lake would be drained 
completely before May 2008. He 
said that he expects that water use 
will decline now that the weather 
is cooler and people have stopped 
irrigating. 

Steininger reported that after 
further study, the CDFW is con-
sidering using Lake Woodmoor 
to raise game fish after it is re-
filled. He said that the district’s 
fishing restriction and the 50-foot 
lake depth (even during hot sum-
mer months when the levels are 
lowest) meet the CDFW’s criteria 
for storing game fish. The agency 
would like to introduce saugeye 
fish, which are aggressive and 
hard to obtain. Feeder fish like 
minnows would be stocked to 
feed the saugeye. 

He suggested that if this plan 
were to go forward, it would be a 
win-win situation for the depart-
ment and the district. The CDFW, 
at no cost to the district, would 
trap the existing fish out of Lake 
Woodmoor and then restock it. A 
healthy fish population improves 
water quality by balancing the 
pH in the lake. Steininger noted 
that if the CDFW decides not to 
go forward with this plan, the 
district will have to pay a private 
consultant a substantial fee for 
trapping fish from the lake and 
restocking it.

Woodmoor Pines 
Country Club water 

District engineer Jessie Shaffer 
reported Sept. 13 that the district 
is temporarily augmenting water 
for Woodmoor Pines Country 
Club (WPCC). The District 10 

water commissioner has asked 
WPCC to develop an augmen-
tation plan for the runoff into 
the ponds on the golf course. 
Steininger reported that the 
WPCC had developed a quick 
plan unacceptable to the district, 
adding that the country club is a 
district customer and that the dis-
trict can be WPCC’s only source 
of water, and that it is illegal to 
divert or store water unless it is 
done through the district. 

For many years the district 
has not reported the diversion, 
but now that the state has taken 
a stronger position, the district 
has to account for all stream 
flows, and WPCC has the task of 
developing an augmentation plan. 
Steininger said he thought the 
best solution was to let the water 
flow into Lake Woodmoor and 
have the district pump water back 
to WPCC but added that while he 
is willing to work with WPCC, 
the augmentation plan was the re-
sponsibility of its water attorney. 
Attorney Erin Smith said that it is 
the state engineer who is requir-
ing an augmentation plan and the 
district must act in accordance 
with its rules and regulations.

Board President Jim Taylor 
noted that WPCC is a benefit to 
the community and encouraged 
Steininger to do what he could to 
help WPCC develop an augmen-
tation plan. Steininger responded 
he would help once WPCC came 
up with a workable plan.

Subdivision update
Shaffer said Sept. 13 that the 
subdivisions are all pretty much 
status quo. Misty Acres is paving 
roads and laying service lines. 
The property on Knollwood and 

Highway 105 (the former Carl 
Turse property) is being platted 
into three commercial lots called 
Knollwood Village. 

Shaffer said Oct. 11 that he 
had given Misty Acres a con-
ditional acceptance in a walk-
through that morning. Village 
Center 2 is paved out and work-
ing on conditional acceptance. 
Village Center 4 may try to 
rezone. 

Shaffer reported that Palmer 
Ridge High School is progressing 
but that there was no commitment 
to use non-potable lake water for 
irrigation, and he didn’t think the 
school district would commit to 
it even if voters passed the bal-
lot questions. Steininger asked if 
pressure could be applied to the 
school district, to which attorney 
Smith replied that it could be if 
a district policy was already in 
place requiring large irrigation 
users to use non-potable water. 

Mike Rothberg of RTW 
consultants said that basically it 
would be the same water (out of 
the lake) and the only difference 
would be the water treatment 
cost, which the school district 
would pay for when it paid po-
table (treated) water rates and a 
water tap fee. Over all, School 
District 38 will pay a lot more 
for potable irrigation water but 
its most critical concern is having 
the money to open the school, so 
it doesn’t want to commit to in-
frastructure costs for non-potable 
water. The impact on residents of 
the district is that they may even-
tually have to incur the cost for 
another treatment facility. 

Well 20
Shaffer said Sept. 13 that plans 
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Jack 
Fry

Palmer Lake
481-4964

Bob 
Denny

Baptist Road 
488-0457

Brad 
Lundberg
Monument 
481-0043

Donna 
O’Bryant
Gleneagle 

487-0407

Joe 
Suhajda
Gleneagle 

487-0250

Leasha
Larsen

Northgate 
484-0257

Read All About It
z SmartMoney Magazine, August 2007 

Edward Jones again was named the No. 1 full-
service brokerage firm in the August edition of 
SmartMoney Magazine. The firm placed ahead 
of six other firms and received high marks in the 
four catagories surveyed by the magazine: stock 
picking, customer satisfaction, trust, and customer 
statements. Edward Jones, which also ranked No. 1 
in 2005 as well, received five-star ratings in client 
statements and customer satisfaction.

z J.D. Power and Associates, July 24, 2007 
For the third year in a row, the financial-services 
firm Edward Jones ranks “Highest in Investor 
Satisfaction with Full Service Brokerage Firms,” 
according to the J.D. Power and Associates 2007 
Full Service Investor Satisfaction StudySM. 
Disclaimer: Edward Jones received the highest numerical score two 
years in a row among full service brokerage firms in the proprietary J.D. 
Power and Associates 2005-2007 Full Service Investor Satisfaction 
StudySM. 2007 study based on 3,043 total responses measuring 16 
brokerage firms and measures opinions of investors who used full-service 
investment institutions. Proprietary study results are based on experiences 
and perceptions of consumers surveyed from March-May 2007. Your 
experiences may vary.Visit jdpower.com.
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Donna M O'Bryant
Financial Advisor
.

13710 Struthers Road
Suite 110
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-487-0407
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and specifications are 98 percent complete for the pipeline 
from Well 20 to the south treatment plant and anticipated 
the bid opening in early October. The pump house and 
down hole equipment will bid at the end of October. 

Shaffer reported that RTW is developing plans and 
specifications for the pump house and anticipated a bid 
opening for the end of October and finished construction 
in early 2008.

Shaffer said Oct. 11 that the pipeline for Well 20 and 
the Congressional sewer line replacement bid opening was 
scheduled for Oct. 12 and the down hole equipment and 
well house will be bid in November. The proposed drive-
way access off Fairplay could go before the County Com-
missioners in November.

Shaffer recommended and the board approved a per-
manent easement and a temporary construction easement 
with the Walters estate.

Monument Creek Pump Station
Shaffer reported Sept. 13 that water had infiltrated the bed 
at the Monument Creek Pump Station and there appeared 
to be blockage in the north line resulting in a sinkhole. A 
TV camera was used to determine the extent of the prob-
lem, and the district has applied for a 404 permit to repair 
a coupling on the north side of the creek bed. He suggested 
it would be a good time to check for any structural difficul-
ties while the coupling is off. Shaffer said he was waiting 
on a second quote but that the first quote for repairs was 

around $15,000. In response to the board’s inquiry about 

additional costs for investigations, Shaffer said he would 
look into it and report back.

Shaffer said Oct. 11 that the district is in the permit 
process for repair of the coupling on the north side of 
the bed at a cost of $14,000. He recommended the board 
consider additional investigation and pothole repair for an 
additional cost of $12,000. 

Water and sewer line 
repair and maintenance

Gillette reported Sept. 13 that the district had completed 
the camera work and cleaning in Zone 1, identified loca-
tion of spot repairs, and determined that about 12,000 feet 
of pipe needed some rehabilitation. The camera indicated 
root problems in back lot main lines, and the district will 
send certified letters to customers who have roots in their 
service lines. It will be customers’ responsibility to rid 
the lines of roots. Recently there was a back-up caused by 
roots, and the claim was paid by the insurance company.

Gillette reported Oct. 11 that water line flushing will 
commence in Zone 2 in November. Signs will be posted 
and a notice will be placed in the Tribune. The lines will 
be scoured with air pressure, which works well to clean 
pipes. Customers will be notified not to use water during 
periods that will affect them.

Manholes
Gillette reported Sept. 13 that with very little notice the El 
Paso County Department of Transportation is resurfacing 
roads. Because there is no coordination, it is necessary 
for the district to cut into new asphalt to raise valves and 
manholes, which is costly and will cause an uneven road 
surface. The county justifies this by stating that the dis-
trict is a tenant in its right-of-way and it isn’t responsible 
for coordination. Steininger said he planned to meet with 
county officials to resolve this issue prior to next year’s 
paving contract. 

Use of copper sulfate banned
The board approved a resolution that prohibits the use of 
copper sulfate in the district’s sewer system. 

The board went into executive session Sept. 13 and 
Oct. 11 to consider matters of negotiation.

Above: Members of the DOnald Wescott Fire Protection District at their 
Open House October 13 during Fire Prevention Week. Over 400 hot 
dogs were served to members of the community who stopped in to tour 
the station and learn more about fire safety. Below: Firefighter Mike 
Forsythe teaches a young fire fighting enthusiast the proper use of a 
hose line. Photos by Valerie Marshall.
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Handy Man
 Master Carpenter

Interior and Exterior 
Finishing and Repairs

Cabinetry
Doors and Windows

Outbuildings Built and Repaired
Custom Trim

Decks, Porches, Gazebos
Larry Blasgen 494-2131

Over  30 Years’ Experience 
in Home Remodeling and Building

Small Jobs Welcome!

KELLY'S DAYCARE
Home away from home 

Kelly DaCosta 
Owner/Operator 

Conveniently located 
off Old Denver Hwy in 
the Town of Monument. 

Offering full/part-time/drop-in care.
Colorado License # 1538150

719.760.9692

ALTHOUSE ELECTRIC, INC.
Residential/Commercial

Brent Althouse - Master Electrician 
(719) 495-8478 
Licensed and Insured 
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Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Rescue Authority board, Oct. 24

Vehicle purchases approved
By Susan Hindman

This time of year, board discus-
sions for most special districts fo-
cus on next year’s budget, and the 
Oct. 24 meeting of the Tri-Lakes-
Monument Fire Rescue Author-
ity board was no exception. The 
budget needs to be submitted to 
the state on Dec. 15. Starting Jan. 
1, 2008, the Woodmoor and Tri-
Lakes Fire Protection Districts’ 
budgets will be merged into the 
Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Res-
cue Authority budget, because 
of October’s vote in favor of con-
solidating the two districts. 

The authority’s board presi-
dent, Charlie Pocock, thanked 
all those who helped with the 
election.

The 2008 budget
Ambulance revenue: Two years 
ago, Chief Robert Denboske said, 
the district did a survey of Front 
Range ambulance companies, 
looking at those other services 
and comparing their costs with 
Tri-Lakes’ for its ambulance ser-
vice. They then established rates 
“that put us in the middle of the 
pack,” he said. Last year, no study 
was done, but rates were raised 5 
percent. This year, he said, the 
district will do another survey, 
to determine the average revenue 
for next year. 

However, Denboske is rec-
ommending that there be no rate 
increase. Because Medicare pay-
ments are “always a year behind,” 
Medicare is still catching up to 
the previous year’s rate increase. 
“So we’re not gaining anything 
because we’re still playing with 
Medicare,” said Denboske, who 
says he’s “being realistic” in 
wanting to “give them an oppor-
tunity to get caught up with what 
we’re charging.”
Health insurance: Insurance 
rates will increase 19 percent 
effective Jan. 1, which Denboske 
said has triggered discussions 
about raising co-payments for 
some things as well as explor-
ing options with other insurance 

companies.
New tender: Denboske said the 
current tender (a water hauler) 
is out of service and needs to be 
replaced. Although it is not often 
used — the current one “has gone 
out twice and never dropped wa-
ter,” he said — the authority is 
required to have one, not only for 
emergency purposes but for ISO 
ratings, which help lower hom-
eowners’ insurance rates. 

Denboske said he wouldn’t 
support buying a tender from a 
firetruck manufacturer “because 
the cost in relation to how much 
it goes out doesn’t balance. But if 
we can buy a tender from a com-
mercial company that has one 
and modify it to meet standards 
at reduced costs, then we come 
out ahead.” 

Ken Cox, firefighter/
maintenance manager, said the 
authority has located a 1995 
F-8000 single-axle tender that 
holds 2,400 gallons (1,000 more 
than the current one) for around 
$40,000. After he explained 
the vehicle’s benefits, the board 
voted to authorize Denboske to 
negotiate a purchase that will 
occur after Jan. 1. The board 
authorized spending $60,000 
— around $40,000 for the tender 
and $20,000 for anything extra 
that might be involved in fixing 
it up.

Back to 2007 matters
Replacement vehicles: Because 
the current Chevy Blazer is in 
poor shape, Denboske presented 
an offer they had gotten for two 
2007 F-150s for $49,900. The 
board approved the purchase. The 
vehicles will be used by the bat-
talion chief and a deputy chief, a 
new position still in the selection 
process. (It will be an administra-
tive position to oversee training, 
fire prevention, and fire inspec-
tions — “the go-to guy” — and 
will start Jan. 1, said Denboske.)
Station 2: Denboske said an at-
torney had been hired to research 
a possible lawsuit against the 

contractor that built the station, 
because of an inefficient sep-
tic system. After paying him a 
$5,000 retainer, the district was 
advised that any money that 
would be recouped would just 
go to pay legal fees. The attorney 
returned the $5,000. 

Denboske said Thomas Con-
struction has started fixing ev-
erything that could be fixed at the 
station itself, located on Roller 
Coaster Road. However, “the 
groundwater issue is still there,” 
he said. “We’re still researching 
costs” on the drainage problem. 
The septic field could be moved 
into a pumping type operation, or 
“French drains” could be put in on 
the north end. “For now, we don’t 
have enough answers to make a 
decision. But we have a func-
tioning fire station that’s getting 
busier and busier,” he said. (See 
www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v7n4.htm#tlfpd for more infor-
mation.)
End-of-year party: Firefighter 
Lisa Frasca and firefighter/
paramedic Tracy Cox gave a 
presentation on their plans for 
an end-of-year party for the fire-
fighters, which would include an 
awards ceremony. The district 
would close for the Dec. 2 event 
at the bowling alley next to Sta-
tion 1 (the PinZ bowling alley 
will not be open to the public that 
night). Cox said the Larkspur and 
Wescott fire districts have agreed 
to cover for the Fire Authority 
that night. The board approved 
spending $3,100 for the event.
Financial report: The next 
installment of the Staffing for 
Adequate Fire and Emergency 
Response (SAFER) grant money, 
awarded to the district by the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, still hasn’t been received. 
After approval, the paperwork 
supposedly went to FEMA’s 
finance division, but nothing is 
known beyond that. 

Expenses are up 10 percent 
because of one-time expenses 
and higher-than-anticipated legal 
expenses and postage related to 
the merger. Supply costs are high 
for stations 1 and 2; station 3 is 
right on budget. Worker’s com-
pensation is $2,320 over budget. 
The remainder of the expense 
categories “are in good shape,” 
according to the report by Trea-
surer John Hildebrandt. Overall 
expenses are 71.53 percent of the 
budget year to date. 
Miscellaneous: Prior to the Fire 
Authority meeting, the Wood-
moor-Monument Fire Protection 
District met briefly, mainly in 
executive session. The board 
authorized Denboske to pur-
sue negotiations for the sale of 
Woodmoor’s ladder truck. 

**********
The Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire 
Rescue Authority normally 
meets the fourth Wednesday of 
each month, following meetings 
of the Woodmoor-Monument and 
Tri-Lakes Fire Protection Dis-
tricts, which begin at 7 p.m. The 
next meeting will be held Nov. 
28 at Tri-Lakes district Station 
1, 18650 Highway 105 (near the 
bowling alley). The December 
meeting will be held earlier in the 
month, on Dec. 12, to finalize the 
budget. For more information, 
call Chief Denboske at 481-2312 
or visit www.tri-lakesfire.com. 

Above: Harv Sims (L), a 22-year resident of Woodmoor, 
was sworn in as a director on the Woodmoor-Monument Fire 
Protection District board at the Oct. 24 meeting. He succeeds 
Bob Hansen, who left after moving out of the district. Sims 
began a second career in emergency management after retiring 
from TRW. He teaches EMT classes at Memorial Hospital and 
supervises the EMTs on Pikes Peak during the summer. Photo 
by Susan Hindman.

www.stuartscottltd.com to  
View all of my Current Listings 

(719) 578-8801 ext. 122

Mark Rudolph

Insert Photo 1 

T HE FINEST

HOMES, SERVICE & RESULTS

PICTURE PERFECT 
* Mint Condition 2-Story * Built: 1996 * 
Walk-Out Lower * 5Bed/ 4Bath/ 3Car * 
5,400 Ft. * Wide Open Plan *  Private 
Guard Gated Area * Perfect for Enter-

taining * Minutes from Downtown * 
Incredible 360º Views * $785,000 *  

Insert Photo 2 Insert Photo 3 

Insert Photo 4 Insert Photo 5 

BRIARGATE BEAUTY 
* Fantastic Summerfield * 5Bed/ 4Bath/ 
3Car * D-20 * Traditional 2-Story Floor 

Plan * Huge Bedrooms* Private Yard 
with paved Play Area*  3,500+ Sq Ft * 
Finished lower* Built: 1994 * $345,000 

COLORADO LIVING 
* Black Forest * Hand Hewn Log Home 
* 5Bed/ 3Bath/ 3Car *  5,000 Ft. Ranch 
w/ Walk-Out Lower * Dramatic Vaults 

* Enormous Country Kitchen * Best 
Materials * Built: 2004 * 5 Acres* Wet 

Bar * Surround Sound * $799,000 * 

CLOSE TO EVERYTHING 
* The Perfect 2-Story Plan * Well Kept* 

3Bed/ 4Bath/ 3Car * Surrounded by 
Park & Green Space * Lots of Hard-

wood *  Finished Lower * Bonus Room/
Theater * A/C * Stucco * $325,000 * 

Call 492-3974 for a Free Market Analysis to determine the Value of Your Home!! 

DOWNSIZE, DON�T DOWNGRADE 
* Custom Ranch Patio Homes * Best 
Views in City * 4Bed/ 3Bath/ 2Car * 

Main Level Living * 2 Models/ Only 7 
Lots Left * Maintenance-Free, Upscale 
Gated Community * 2008 Delivery (1 
Ready Now!) *  $602,000-715,000 *

NEW
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Support Our 
Community

Shop Tri-Lakes
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By Jim Kendrick
On Oct. 15, the Monument Board of Trust-
ees awarded a contract for audit services 
to low bidder John Cutler & Associates. 
The board approved new hotel/restaurant 
liquor licenses for the Texas Roadhouse 
currently under construction at Monument 

Marketplace. The board approved a new 
off-premises liquor license for the Circle 
K convenience store that also operates 
the Shell gas station at the King Soop-
ers shopping center at Baptist Road and 
Jackson Creek Parkway. The developer of 
the Monument Ridge mixed-use center at 
the southeast corner of Baptist Road and 
Jackson Creek Parkway has asked the town 
what is required to rezone the approved 
residential filing next to Chaparral Hills 
from residential to commercial. 

Trustee Gail Drumm was absent. 
Town art display completed

At the start of the meeting, Town Manager 
Cathy Green announced that there would 
be a ceremony commemorating the now 
completed Ice Harvest art project erected 
by Tri-Lakes Views on the east side of the 
Monument Water Treatment Plant at the 
intersection of Second Street and Beacon 
Lite Road on Nov. 5 before the next board 
meeting (See photo on page 1). Refresh-
ments will be served at 5:30 p.m. and there 
will be a formal “revealing” of the array of 
display panels at 6 p.m. 

Auditor selected
Town Treasurer Pamela Smith reported 
that four bids were submitted in response 
to her request for proposals, including one 
from the current auditor, Swanhorst and 
Company LLC. Smith and Green met with 
representatives of the other three firms 
and determined all would offer a similar 
quality of service. They recommended 

the lowest bid of $9,500 from John Cutler 
& Associates. Cutler used to be a partner 
in Swanhorst & Cutler, the predecessor 
of Swanhorst and Company, before he 
started his own firm 15 years ago. Cutler 
performed two town audits while he was a 
partner in Swanhorst & Cutler. 

The board unanimously approved a 
five-year contract with Cutler for audits 
for the period 2007-11. The first two au-
dits will cost $9,500 each and the final 
three audits will cost $9,000 each, for a 
total of $46,000. Swanhort’s total bid was 
$104,000. 

The board unanimously approved five 
payments over $5,000:
• $88,051 to Triview Metropolitan 

District for August sales taxes
• $6,101 to Triview for motor vehicle 

taxes
• $105,734 to Triview for general property 

taxes from a mill levy of 6.458 percent
• $38,168 to engineering firm Nolte and 

Associates for work on the Third Street 
drainage project in August

• $10,568 to Forest Lakes Metropolitan 
District for the town’s share of expenses 
for construction of a new water tank

Senior Citizen Program update
During public comments, Director Chuck 
Roberts of the Tri-Lakes Senior Alliance 
reported that the Tri-Lakes Senior Citizen 
Program was “officially kicked-off at the 
Saturday Senior Social held Sept. 29 at the 

Monument Board of Trustees, Oct. 15

Audit contract awarded to new firm

Childrens Choice 
www.childrenschoice.us

Your neighborhood licensed childcare facility  
located in Historic Downtown Monument since 

1993 serving children ages 12 months  
to 12 years.

� Longtime, highly qualified 
teaching staff certified in  
CPR & First Aid 

� Developmentally appropriate  
programs for all children 

� Committed to a multi-cultural, 
anti-biased philosophy 

� Hot lunch and snacks prepared 
in our kitchen - kid friendly and  
nutritious menus 

� 1⁄2 day and full-day preschool 

� Before & after school programs 
� Transportation to and from  

District 38 elementary schools 
� Kindergarten readiness skills 
� Homework assistance 
� Summer camp 
� Vacation camps 
� Programs during elementary  

school closures 
� Open year-round with  

year-round enrollment 

Please drop in or phone for a tour. 
We would love to show you our school! 

77 Third Street · 488-0884 
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 6:30 pm 
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Support Our Community.  
Become an OCN volunteer! 

Some of our readers may not realize 
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If 
you like the contribution OCN makes to 
our community, now is the time to step 
forward and help us provide accurate 
information each month to over 13,000 
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses. 

We need additional reporters to help 
cover meetings of local governmental 
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What 
did they talk about and what did they 
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN�s
skilled copy editors will help you refine 
your article for publication. 

Like to take pictures? We need digital, 
slide, or print photos to illustrate future 
articles.  

We also need various other kinds of 
help including preparing the mailing.  

If you can spare a few hours to help 
make an important difference in our 
community, please contact John Heiser at 

719-488-3455 or  
johnheiser@ourcommunitynews.org. 
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Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN

Considering our large 13,000+ circulation, 
our rates are much lower than what you 

would pay in local commercial newspapers. 
For more information, 
contact John Heiser, 

488-3455 
ads@ourcommunitynews.org 

or visit www.ourcommunitynews.org

Lewis-Palmer School District Administra-
tion Building” with an attendance of 125 
people. A services agreement was signed 
by D-38 President Jes Raintree and Tri-
Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership Presi-
dent Maureen Poirier. D-38 will provide 
space and resources for senior use in return 
for senior participation in the district’s in-
tergenerational activities that will begin on 
Jan. 21. Roberts noted that 28 seniors have 
already signed up to participate. 

D-38 Superintendent Ray Blanch 
and Tri-Lakes YMCA Director of Senior 
Programs Wendy Venturella gave presen-
tations on their programs to the seniors in 
attendance. Poirier discussed programs to 
be offered by Penrose-St. Francis Pastoral 
Nurse Services and Tri-Lakes Cares. 

Roberts also reported:
• The draft program financial plan for the 

seniors program will be completed in 
the near future. 

• The alliance will not ask for pledged 
contributions until the financial plan is 
published. 

• The Town of Palmer Lake donated 
$10,000 to the alliance on Oct. 9. 

• A Grandparents Day luncheon will 
be held on Nov. 14 at Palmer Lake 
Elementary School. 

• In addition to luncheons held at Town 
Hall by caterer Golden Circle Nutrition 
on Mondays and Thursdays, the alliance 
is holding lunches on Wednesdays at the 
D-38 Administration Building that are 

catered by Classic Catering. 
• The alliance has established a 

scholarship fund that ensures that 
no senior is turned away from any 
scheduled activity in the future due to 
inability to pay the fee for a specific 
event. 

• The alliance is now accepting donations 
to the scholarship fund. 

Sign code being revised
Director of Development Services Tom 
Kassawara reported holding a meeting 
with local business representatives and 
owners to receive input on revisions he 
is drafting to the town’s business sign 
ordinance. He said banner and sandwich 
sign restrictions drew the most comments. 
Kassawara distributed a summary of the 
revisions and comments received to date 
to board members. Another meeting was 
subsequently held on Oct. 25 with mem-
bers of the Historic Monument Merchants 
Association. The final draft of the revised 
sign code will be presented to the Planning 
Commission on Nov. 14 and to the board 
in December. 

Staff reports
Town Attorney Gary Shupp said that Ka-
lime Masse is continuing to litigate against 
the town in an attempt to renew the long 
expired business license for the Rockwell 
Ready-Mix concrete batch plant at High-
way 105 and Washington Street without 
going through a normal site plan process. 

Kassawara reported meeting with the 
owner of a small medical testing company 
that wants to build two buildings on the 
southeast corner of Mitchell and Synthes 
Avenues. They discussed the approval pro-
cess, drainage, and access issues. 

Kassawara reported meeting with 
Kyle Campbell to discuss requirements 
for approval of the Final Planned Develop-
ment Site Plan for the Fairfield Inn at the 
Monument Ridge center on the southeast 
corner of Baptist Road and Jackson Creek 
Parkway. 

The applicant for the Monument Ridge 
center met with Kassawara to discuss pro-
cedures and requirements to amend the 
approved Monument Ridge Final PD Site 
Plan to combine two interior restaurant 
lots into a single in-line building lot. The 
applicant also discussed amending the fi-
nal site plan from mixed use to commercial 
by converting the planned residential area 
at the southeast corner adjacent to five-acre 
Chaparral Hills residential lots by rezon-
ing this filing. 

Mark Ritzke of Hammers Construc-
tion met with Kassawara to finalize plans 
for lot 4 of the seven-lot Villani Industrial 
Park parcel between Synthes Avenue and 
the railroad tracks. 

Police Sgt. Rick Tudor reported a traf-
fic accident requiring air-lift evacuation of 
one vehicle occupant to Denver by a Flight 
for Life helicopter sortie. The driver of one 
of the cars did not survive. 

Police Chief Jake Shirk reported:
• The department’s Web site is operational 

and provides a link for citizens to 
directly e-mail Shirk. The department 
held six Neighborhood Watch meetings 
in September and October. 

• Officer Mike Wolfe will hold a Rape 
Aggression Defense class Nov. 13-15; 
enroll at 481-3253. 

• Officer Chad Haynes, the department’s 
Community Youth Officer, has been 
working with Creekside Middle School 
and the D-38 Crisis Team to standardize 
safety practices and procedures to be 
adopted at all district schools. 

• The joint efforts of specially trained 
Monument and Palmer Lake police 
officers Mike Wolfe and Phillip 
Donner to intercept overweight trucks 
avoiding the Monument Port of Entry 
on I-25 Monument Hill have been very 
successful; violators are escorted to the 
ports for inspections. 

• Computer forensic specialist Mike 
Slavic has been quite successful in 
assisting investigations ranging from 
identity theft to discovery of purchase 
and sales records on drug dealers’ 
computers. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
**********

The next meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. on 
Nov. 5 at Town Hall, 166 Second St. Meet-
ings are normally held on the first and third 
Monday of the month. 

With the recent turmoil in the mort-
gage industry, rates continue to rise and 
guidelines continue to tighten. With re-
cord highs in both foreclosures and 
houses on the market, the real estate mar-
ket has become stagnate as well. With 
these recent developments, it is more im-
portant than ever to take charge of the eq-
uity growth in your home. Until now, the 
only ways to do this was through a bi-
weekly payment, or adding extra money 
to your mortgage payment every month. 
Both of these techniques work, however 
there is a superior way. Now, with the 
help from AGS Investments and the 
Money Merge Account, you can take 
charge and accelerate the equity growth in 
your home with no change to your life-
style or refinancing of your existing mort-
gage. With the Money Merge Account, 
we can show you how to pay your home 
off in 1/2 to 1/3 of the time. 

The Money Merge Account is not a 
bi-weekly payment or debt roll-down sys-
tem. It�s an entirely new approach that 
gives the homeowners flexibility with 
their money and complete financial free-
dom. This interest-reducing program 
combines innovative software with bank-
ing systems that have been around for 
decades to provide homeowners with the 
tools necessary to achieve the greatest 
time and interest savings imaginable. 

It�s simple. You simply put your 
money where it counts. 

Instead of your money just sitting in 
your checking or savings accounts wait-
ing for you to pay expenses, the Money 
Merge Account program actually puts 
your money to work every day it is in 
your account, significantly reducing inter-
est on your mortgage. 

Most homeowners realize they will 
pay about twice the purchase price of 
their home on a traditional mortgage � a 
mortgage that will take about 30 years to 
pay off. A side-by-side comparison of a 
traditional mortgage repayment shows the 
savings potential using the Money Merge 
Account system. A 30-year, $136,000 
mortgage at 5.25%, when paid through 

conventional monthly payments, will re-
sult in a 30-year total repayment of 
$270,784 � nearly twice the cost of the 
home. The Money Merge Account pro-
gram can repay the same mortgage in 11.3 
years with a total repayment of $181,217. 
An incredible savings of $89,566 is real-
ized on the same income, with the same 
mortgage, at the same interest rate, and 
without any changes to your standard of 
living. The Money Merge Account is sim-
ply one of the fastest ways to repay a 
mortgage and be on your way to financial 
freedom.  

The Money Merge Account consists 
of three major components: 
� Your primary mortgage 
� An advanced line of credit 
� Online software 
The Money Merge Account works virtu-
ally like your standard checking or sav-
ings account, except that is has the ability 
to offset large portions of interest on your 
mortgage each time you deposit income 
into your account. 

With the Money Merge Account, 
only you have access to your money 
through checks, debit cards, and ATM. 
The Money Merge Account is a 100% 
secure, 128-bit encrypted, web-based sys-
tem that allows you to monitor your ac-
count and interest savings 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. And again, the only person 
that has access to your money is you. 

Sound too good to be true? Put us to 
the test. Call AGS Investments today for 
your free Money Merge Account analy-
sis! 719-640-7608.

The benefits of Money Merge Accounts
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Monument Academy Board of Directors, Oct. 15

School project to start soon
By Chris Pollard

In the citizens’ comment portion of the 
Monument Academy Board of Directors 
meeting Oct. 15, a number of questions 
were raised over plans for the new Acad-
emy school building on the north side of 
Highway 105 between Knollwood and 
Lake Woodmoor Drives. The board said 
that a letter had been sent out to residents a 
few days before asking how board members 
could best communicate with residents. The 
board announced that dirt would start to be 
moved for construction of the school in the 
second week of November.

In response to a question on lighting, 
board members said that most of the light-
ing would be to the south of the building, 
away from the residents on South Park 
Drive. They believed that there would only 
be security lighting to the north. They also 
reaffirmed their intention to have access 
to the south onto Highway 105, but not 
through the adjacent church parking lot.

Bob Hughes, Operations Committee 
member and owners representative for the 
construction of the school, said that he had 
talked to the Division of Fish and Wildlife 
about removing some of the brush on the 
adjacent Dirty Woman Creek to reduce the 
potential of flooding.

Later in the meeting as part of Mike 
Wong’s treasurer’s report, the board dis-
cussed contingency plans for the new 
building if construction was not com-
plete by the time school starts. They had 
a month-to-month lease on the South 
Campus building on Woodmoor Drive but 

not on the North Campus. Potentially, the 
school could take partial occupancy of the 
new building and were discussing this with 
the construction company.

For before and after school programs, 
the board announced that it had reached an 
agreement with the new YMCA for use of 
its track and fields from 3 to 5 p.m.

Hughes announced that the bond sale 
for the construction of the school had gone 
well and all bonds were sold in less than 
half an hour with a composite interest rate 
of 5.96 percent.

Laura Gipson, board president, an-
nounced that elections for board members 
would be held in May 2008. 

**********
The next meeting will be at 7 p.m. Nov. 
12 at the South Campus, 1808 Woodmoor 
Drive.

Correction
In the October issue of OCN (“Ground-
breaking Oct. 12 for new Monument Acad-
emy building on Highway 105”), the church 
to the east of the project should have been 
identified as the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. OCN regrets the error.
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� We present a daily non-

denominational Bible study 

� We have a curriculum written from a
Christian worldview

• We admit new students year-round 

• We accept home school credits 

• We allow subject-by-subject
academic monitoring 

• We o�er reasonable tuition on a 
sliding scale

• We employ mixed-age, multi-
discipline classrooms

• We encourage mastery of the
subject matter rather than  lock-
step progression through a school 
year

• We enable students to remedy 
credit deficits

• We graduate students who continue 
their success in two-year and
four-year colleges, vocational and 
missions programs

� Not an alternative to learning,
we’re an alternative environment in
which to learn. We provide a relational
alternative to the traditional,
institutional, lecture hall, “one-size-fits-
all” methodology most commonly
applied in other schools

• Our curriculum is written to Colorado 
State standards

• Our course of study is both student-
paced and teacher-directed 

• Our students utilize a variety of 
highly-respected textbooks as well as 
video and computer resources 
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When It Comes to Education, 
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If a “Big Box” School Doesn’t Fit Your Teenager, Try a Real Alternative.

������������
245 2nd Street, Monument, CO 80132

(719) 237-8345 www.ourlifeacademy.com

John & Jacqueline Homa

(719) 488-2987
755 Highway 105, Suite P

West End Center

FREE Reverse Mortgage Seminar!
Turn your home equity into cash without selling or leaving your 
home. Presented by Nathan Johnson, Cherry Creek Mortgage.

• When: Thursday, November 8, 4 p.m.
• Where: 755 Highway 105, Suite P, in the West End Center
• Hosted By: Homa Real Estate for homeowners aged 62 and 

over. Refreshments served. Door prize drawing!
• For more information, call Jackie at 488-2224.
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The Woodmoor Veterinary Hospital has a new owner! 

�����
Meet Kirsten Huston, DVM and her staff. 

����
A spell and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea and people treats. 

�����
Awhile with your pet and read a magazine.

We love your pets and know you do, too! 
The Woodmoor Veterinary Hospital 

17950 Veterinary View Monument, CO 80132 
(719) 488-2500 
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Connie Jordan
Certified Brain Integration & 
Body Alignment Practitioner

cgjordan@brainandbodyworks.com

www.brainandbodyworks.com

17675 Charter Pines Drive
Monument, CO  80132

719-488-0378 home
719-243-0499 cell   719-488-1922 fax

Brain & Body 
Works

ANIMAL MOVERS

INTEGRITY � KNOWLEDGE

EXPERIENCE � VALUE

FINE CUSTOM HOMES IN
THE AREA SINCE 1992 

BROOKEWOOD DEVELOPMENT CORP.
LARRY & JANIE HOWARD

WWW.BROOKEWOODDEVELOPMENT.COM
 719-481-9852
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Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board Meeting, October 18

Board sets procedure to fill vacancy
By John Heiser

At the Lewis-Palmer District 38 School 
Board meeting October 18, the board set 
the procedure for filling the vacancy on 
the board that will occur because Timothy 
Bains, the sole candidate for the Director 
District 4 position, withdrew from the 
election after the ballots were printed. 
The results of the election including the 
existence of the vacancy are to be certified 
by county clerk no later than November 23. 
The newly elected board members for Di-
rector Districts 2 and 5 will be sworn-in at 
a special meeting on November 26. 

Applicants to fill the vacancy must be 
residents of Director District 4 and regis-
tered voters in the Lewis Palmer School 
District for at least 12 consecutive months 
prior to appointment. Director District 4 is 
approximately bounded by I-25 on the west, 
Higby Road on the south, Canterbury 
Drive on the east, and Highway 105 on 
the north. It includes the Arrowwood, 
Bent Tree, and South Woodmoor sub-
divisions. A map showing the district 
boundaries is posted on the district’s 
web site. 

The board will accept applications 
through November 16. The application 
consists of a letter of intent, a resume, 
and written answers to a question-
naire. The questionnaire is posted at 
www.lewispalmer.org/media/EDocs/
Candidate_Questions.pdf.

The board will conduct inter-
views and appoint an applicant to fill 
the position.

High school gymnastics 
program proposed

Community members Chris 
O’Hanlon, Don Bryant, and Becky 
Albright spoke in support of adding 
gymnastics as a Colorado High School 
Activities Association (CHSAA) 
sanctioned sport. They complimented 
the quality of the program at Sun-
Dance Studio, indicated there is a lot 
of interest in starting this high school 
program, and stated it would provide a 
positive and healthy activity for girls. 
More than 30 female gymnasts were 
in the audience to lend their support 
for a District 38 high school gymnas-
tics program. 

Later during the meeting, Lewis 
Palmer High School (LPHS) Athletic 
Director Sean O’Connor presented a 
proposal to add girls’ gymnastics as a 
CHSAA-sanctioned varsity sports pro-
gram starting next fall. He noted that in 
a Spring, 2007 survey of middle school 
girls, 47 eighth graders expressed inter-

est in participating in gymnastics. Under 
the proposal, the district would have one 
5A team for 2008-09 consisting of approx-
imately 12-18 gymnasts who would per-
form at SunDance Studio through a rental 
agreement with the district. O’Connor 
estimated the total cost to the district next 
year at $5,200-$7,200. He noted that the 
number of high schools participating in 
gymnastics has declined but there remain 
thirty-one 5A teams and fifteen 4A teams. 
The season runs from mid-August through 
late October. The board will consider ap-
proval of this proposal at their meeting on 
November 29.

High school construction 
project update

Jeff Chamberlin of RLH Engineering re-
viewed this month’s progress at the high 
school construction sites. Some high-

lights:
• Of the $65.1 million in bond proceeds, 

$20.9 million in invoices have been 
paid, $5 million in invoices have been 
processed during the latest month, and 
$34.2 million have been committed on 
current contracts leaving $5 million yet 
to be committed. 

• At the Palmer Ridge High School 
(PRHS) site, paving of the upper 
parking lot with access to Misty Acres 
Boulevard has been completed and 
construction offices have been moved to 
the upper parking lot.

• Site grading is 90 percent complete.
• Curb and gutter for the student and bus 

access from Monument Hill Road are 
completed.

• Structural steel for the auditorium 
is in place. Construction of the joist 

and deck for the Media Center and 
Administration area are underway. 
Structural steel construction for the 
main entry has started.

• Exterior wall construction and masonry 
work is progressing.

• The roof above the Auditorium and 
Music Rooms is installed and drywall 
and finish work is beginning in those 
areas.

• Natural gas has been piped to the 
building and electrical transformers 
have been installed. Ductwork and 
water, gas, and geothermal piping are 
being installed.

• 3-5 wells for the geothermal field are 
being drilled per day. The geothermal 
field, which is expected to be completed 
in Spring, 2008, will consist of about 
200 wells, each about 400 feet deep.
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Now open for 
BREAKFAST 

Tues.�Sat. 
7:30 �11:00 

Sunday
8:00-1:00

�
Now open for 

LUNCH
Tues.-Sat. 
11:00-2:00 
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Are you a Number Jumbler??
Are you Lax with your Tax??
Are you a Pill with your Bills??

The Balancing Act
Bookkeeping for 

Small Business & Individuals
——–——–

35 Years of Office Solution and 
Bookkeeping Experience

——–——–

Maggie Williamson
719-488-9110
emw@bigplanet.com
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• The guaranteed maximum price remains $43,759,953. 
No additional change orders are needed at present. The 
possibility of including a pre-school facility within the 
project is being evaluated.

• During the next month, procurement of furnishings, 
equipment, start-up supplies, and technology will 
be planned. Department representatives will meet in 
workshops to identify needs and develop a scope of 
work for bids. The total allocated for these items is 
about $4.5 million.

• Work on the LPHS baseball field is progressing with 
approximately 60 percent of the subgrade drainage 
piping installed. Assuming favorable weather 
conditions, the fields are scheduled to be usable in 
Spring, 2008.

• The new entry to LPHS that was scheduled to be 
operational by October 1 is still closed due to the failure 
of the contractor to order the $250 mount for a camera 
that controls the signal lights. 

Other matters
• Senior Social team commended - The following 

people who organized and implemented the September 
29 Senior Social were commended: AB Tellez of Rosie’s 
Diner, Chuck Roberts, Maureen Poirier, Red Stephens, 
Jen Martin, Emily Harrison, Sharon Harshberger, 
Maria Capp, and Cathy Wilcox.

• District Accountability Advisory Committee 
(DAAC) report – Mary Perez reported on the October 
DAAC meeting. The committee reviewed the new 
School Improvement Plan template that is designed to 
standardize schools’ reporting. They also discussed 
foreign language at the elementary level and plan to 
develop a survey to assess this possible addition to the 
curriculum. Dr. Marie Revak, Director of Assessment, 
has agreed to help the DAAC develop the survey. Perez 
reported that DAAC is working on standardizing 
building level accountability committee bylaws.

• Collaborative Inquiry Report – Deb Chittenden, 
Director of Professional Learning, described 
Collaborative Inquiry, which is a process by which data 
is analyzed to determine strengths and weaknesses of 
students. Student learning problems are identified, 
causes are verified, and solutions to solve problems 
are found. Individual interventions and program 
interventions are developed as needed. Collaborative 
Inquiry is part of Strategic Visioning and meshes with 
Professional Learning Communities. 

• STEP-uP Science Program Report – Dr. Revak 
reported on STEP-uP, which is an acronym for Science 
Teacher Enhancement Program unifying the Pikes Peak 
Region. Results from two research studies indicate that 
high-quality professional development in science and 
related classroom implementation correlate positively 
with student achievement in reading, writing, math, 
and science as measured by CSAP. Revak presented 
the results which indicate improvement in student 
achievement following teacher training. The K-5 
Hands-On, Minds-On science kit program is in the 
eighth year of a five-year grant. The district is paying 
some of the costs of this program. 

• Community Schools Update – Superintendent 
Ray Blanch described current activities under the 
Community Schools concept, the objective of which 
is to “support the LPSD community by promoting 
partnerships to improve student learning, promote 
strong families, and support healthy communities.” He 
discussed issues such as sustainability of the program, 

legalities, and school facility rental issues that he 
has been addressing. Blanch said he hopes to begin 
providing a small number of community classes in 
January. 

• Superintendent Update – Dr. Blanch discussed the 
Strategic Visioning process at a work session prior to 
this meeting. He said he has had conversations with 
hundreds of people and responded to their vision of 
what education should be in District 38. Personnel 
growth plans and school improvement plans will 
be developed around the Strategic Vision. He said 
the Strategic Vision document will be placed on the 
website.

• Board Member Comments – Board member Gail 
Wilson reported that she has discussed with Dr. Blanch 
the need to put together a training session for new 
board members, if needed pending the outcome of the 
election. Board member LouAnn Dekleva provided Dr. 
Blanch with a Community Schools document from John 
Gudvangen of District 11. Board President Jes Raintree 
reported receiving a phone call from a representative 
of the Staples store opening in Monument. The 
company is offering to make a donation of $1,500 to 
the Lewis Palmer Foundation. Raintree also noted 
that ID badges must be turned in when people leave 
district employment. Board member Dee Dee Eaton 
commended Robin Adair for the work she has been 

doing for the district as the new community relations 
manager.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board of Education 
normally meets on the third Thursday of each month at 
the Learning Center in the Lewis-Palmer Administration 
Building, 2nd and Jefferson. Due to the conflict with the 
Thanksgiving holiday, the November meeting has been 
rescheduled to 7 p.m., November 29. A special meeting is 
scheduled for November 26 to swear-in the newly elected 
board members. 

The district’s Web site is at www.lewispalmer.org. 
The Monument Academy Web site is at www.monum

entacademy.net. 

Support Our 
Community

Shop Tri-Lakes

Above: Jeff Chamberlin reports to the D-38 school 
board on the status of the high school construction 
projects. Photo by John Heiser. In his report, 
Chamberlin  noted that opening the LPHS entrance 
from Jackson Creek Parkway was being held up 
waiting for a camera mount. Right: The mount was 
installed Oct. 30. Photo by Mike Wicklund Below: 
The PRHS roof courtyard and a photo presented by 
Chamberlin showing the view from the courtyard.

�� Repairs and Maintenance    
�� Gazebos, Trellises, Arbors 
�� Home Improvement: Small or Large 
�� Remodeling

Call now for a free quote - (719) 210-1108 

Integrity, dependable, work guaranteed. I�m a family man and 
I love indoor and outdoor projects, creating beauty, solving 
problems, or simply helping people out where they need it. 

Todd Manning 
�Your Tri-Lakes Handyman� 

For all your 
travel needs, 

call
481-3051
Fax 481-3054
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Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, Oct. 22

Water: A hot topic

By Chris Pollard
Manager Phil Steininger and engineer Jes-
sie Shaffer of the Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation District came before the Wood-
moor Improvement Association (WIA) 
board Oct. 22 to present a preliminary 
site plan for a new well and pump house 
that would be constructed at the northwest 
corner of Fairplay Drive and Higby Road. 
It will be set into the hillside and similar 
in architectural style to the “house-like” 
building constructed in South Woodmoor 
near Lewis-Palmer High School.

The two gave a presentation similar to 
that reported at the Sertoma meeting Oct. 
6 on the problems of future water supplies 
in the area (see page 1). Steininger noted 
that originally, Woodmoor relied on wells 
drilled into the shallow Dawson aquifer, 
which has some recharge from surface 
water, and that Palmer Lake was the only 
local town using surface water. Now the 
district draws from the Arapahoe aquifer, 
which, while much larger and deeper than 
the Dawson, has no recharge.

Because Woodmoor is at the top of 
the hill, it has higher drilling and pumping 
costs as the aquifer water level declines. 
The cost of well water is expected to sig-
nificantly increase at around an annual rate 
of 7.5 percent. Well water probably will not 
be cost-effective in 50 years. The district 
already had started to use Lake Woodmoor 
for storage of surface water. 

In a question-and-answer session, 
WIA Executive Director Camilla Mottl 
said that residents had concerns about the 
effect emptying the lake for valve repairs 
would have on wildlife and the riparian 
habitat at the north end. Steininger said 
that the lake was now designated as a wa-
ter reservoir and the level will go up and 
down for the foreseeable future. Fish will 
be removed when the lake is emptied for 
repairs and then will be replaced when it is 

refilled. He believed that there would con-
tinue to be some open ponds for wildlife in 
the drained lake. 

Proposed Monument 
Academy school

Mottl said that she sent letters to Laura 
Gipson, president of the Monument Acad-
emy Board of Directors, and Wayne Wil-
liams, county commissioner, noting WIA’s 
belief that there was a set of covenants that 
applied to the land proposed for construc-
tion of the Academy’s new school adjacent 
to Highway 105. Hans Post, WIA presi-
dent, noted that he had also sent a letter 
to the county Transportation Department 
regarding the planned construction. Later 
in the meeting Steve Malfatti, director of 
Covenants, volunteered to be in charge of 
matters relating to the school project.

Highway 105 being 
undermined

Mottl said the road surface of Highway 
105 was being compromised. Water 
was undermining the road and washing 
away parts of the surface. She had con-
tacted the Sheriff’s Office, which had 
written up a road hazard report.

Criminal mischief 
investigated

Kevin Nielson, chief of Public Safety, 
reported that his department received 
144 calls in September, of which 26 
concerned criminal mischief. A few of 
the reports were near the Woodmoor 
Pines Country Club. One resident, 
who reported several problems with 
his house being egged and damage to 
his mailbox, installed a video recorder. 
When his house was attacked again 
with eggs, the video showed the at-
tackers. The egg carton left behind led 
the investigation to a local convenience 
store, where another video recording 
showed the same people buying the 

eggs. The people had subsequently been 
identified and charges were being pursued 
against at least one person.

Nielson also noted that following 
earlier discussions with the Lewis-Palmer 
High School administration, problems with 
parking adjacent to the school had largely 
gone away. The school had also lent Public 
Safety one of its two-way radios to report 
students leaving campus. The students had 
caught on to this quite quickly, and the 
number of kids leaving had been greatly 
reduced. More recently, Public Safety had 
its own radios programmed to monitor the 
school frequencies. 

Bears are becoming a major problem 
and have been seen throughout Wood-
moor. Nielson reminded residents not to 

store dog or cat food outside. They should 
not feed foxes or other wildlife and make 
sure bird feeders are well out of the way. 
Bears that become accustomed to feeding 
from these sources are likely to become 
a nuisance and end up being killed. Resi-
dents were warned that “A fed bear is a 
dead bear” and were urged to clean their 
barbecue grills. Bears have been seen in 
South Woodmoor all the way to County 
Line Road, and they have a range of 10 to 
250 square miles.

����������������������������

������

�������������������������

��������������������

����������������������

�������������������������

���� �������� ���� ����

��������� �� �����

�������������

�������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������

Infant Care
� Able to provide care for newborn baby 

beginning March 15, 2008. 
� Provider will care for only your child and her own. 
� 7-year licensed daycare experience. 
� Certified nurse�s assistant with CPR & first aid training. 

Call Frances at 200-7387 

Hallmark
Housecleaning

Serving the Tri-Lakes Area
20 Years Experience
Honest, Dependable

Satisfaction Guaranteed

References Available 495-6772

House
for Sale

 in Jackson Creek 
4 bdrm, 3.5 bath, 3-car garage,  

fenced yard, 3,259 sq. ft. MLS #482476 
Available now. $379,900. 

Call 719-359-1474
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October Weather Wrap
By Bill Kappel

As usual for the Tri-Lakes region during October, we ex-
perienced tastes of summer and winter, with a little bit of 
fall thrown in. Overall, the month was warmer and drier 
than normal—quite a change from a year ago.

Sunny and mild conditions greeted the region to start 
off October, with highs ranging from the high 60s to the 
low 80s during the first week of the month. This mild and 
dry start was briefly interrupted late on the 6th as a cold 
front moved through and dropped temperatures by about 
20° F on the next day. Temperatures again warmed back up 
the next day, however, with highs in the 60s and 70s under 
sunny skies from the 8th through the 12th.

However, this abruptly ended as a storm system moved 
through on the 13th and 14th, dropping temperatures and 
bringing plenty of clouds. Sunday the 14th was our first 
real taste of winter, as highs held in the 30s and snow was 
present most of the day. However, the warm ground and 
generally above-freezing temperatures kept the snow from 
accumulating in any great amount. 

This storm served to open the door to the Pacific, as a 
series of quickly moving storms raced through the region 
over the next week. Each storm brought its own round of 
winds, some clouds, and some precipitation. However, two 
of these systems had a little more to work with than the 
others. 

The first one brought a little bit of everything to the 
area during the early afternoon of the 17th, as rain, accom-
panied by graupel, a few snowflakes, and some rumbles 
of thunder hit the region. This system quickly cleared, 
however, and plenty of sunshine returned for the next few 
days. Temperatures again warmed quickly as southwest-
erly winds kicked in ahead of the next storm, which would 
prove to be pretty powerful. 

The cold front associated with this storm arrived over 

the region around 9:30 p.m. on the 20th and was soon fol-
lowed by light snow around 10:30 p.m. Snow increased in 
intensity during the overnight hours and by sunrise was 
really coming down. As this storm continued to develop 

over the eastern plains of Colorado, the pressure gradi-
ent tightened, allowing for the winds to kick up. Snow 
and blowing snow were common for the next few hours, 
as 6-12 inches accumulated and blew around. Colder air 
also continued to filter in during the day, with high tem-
peratures only reaching the upper 20s and low 30s. Skies 
quickly cleared during the evening as the storm moved 
out of the region, and this allowed temperatures to plum-
met into the single digits and low teens by the morning 
of the 22nd. 

Temperatures again warmed over the next few days, 

going through the 50s, 60s, and into the low 70s under 
clear skies. This helped to melt most of the snow and bring 
quiet conditions to end the month with one brief exception: 
One more weak cold front moved through on the 26th, 
and this brought low clouds and cooler temperatures for 
the 27th. Sunshine and above normal temperatures again 
returned through the 30th, before a final push of cooler air 
moved in on Halloween.

A look ahead
November can be an active weather month for the Tri-
Lakes region, with winter conditions often experienced. 
November often turns out to be one of the snowier months 
of winter. High temperatures average in the upper 40s 
early in the month to low 40s by the end, with overnight 
lows often dipping into the teens and single digits. Most 
years, the first sub-zero temperatures are recorded in No-
vember as well. 

The official monthly forecast for November 2007, 
produced by the Climate Prediction Center (http:
//www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/), is 
calling for above normal temperatures and equal chances 
of normal precipitation. For a complete look at monthly 
climate summaries for the Tri-Lakes region, please visit 
http://www.thekappels.com/ClimateSummary.htm. 

October 2007 Weather Statistics
Average High   62.5° (+3.0°)
Average Low   31.5° (+2.2°)
Highest Temperature 80° on the 3rd 
Lowest Temperature 6° on the 22nd 
Monthly Precipitation 1.12” (-.70”)
Monthly Snowfall 12.1” (-4.2”)
Season to Date Snow  12.1” (-1.6”) 

(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip. 9.07” (-.26”) 

(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
For more detailed weather information and Cli-
matology of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes 
region, please visit Bill Kappel’s Weather Web 
page at www.thekappels.com/Weather.htm. 

Remember, weather affects all of us every 
day and is a very important part of life for us 
in the Tri-Lakes region, and we want to hear 
from you. If you see a unique weather event or 
have a weather question, please contact us at 
billkappel@ourcommunitynews.org.
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes 

resident.
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One month FREE with 

purchase of two months! 

Good through 11/30/07 • New customers only

FREE Transportation for Seniors

Volunteer drivers are needed! Info: 481-2527 

in the Tri-Lakes and surrounding  
areas by Mountain Community  
Transportation for Seniors 
(MCTS). For rides, seniors (60+)

488-0076 
Donations Welcomed

Van Schedule 
� Transportation is available Mon.-Thu. to Colorado 

Springs for medical app�ts only. Locally for any need.
� First Wed. each month Chapel Hills/King Soopers
� Third Wed. each month Village Inn/Wal-Mart

Pickup of passengers begins at 9:30 am 
Join the Mall Walkers. Transportation every Friday.

Two Moms and a Broom 
Residential and New Construction Cleaning 
LET US DO YOUR DIRTY WORK! 

Licensed    Bonded    Insured 
Call Wendi at 322-8497 or Tracy at 216-2989 
or e-mail us at twomomsandabroom@gmail.com

Photo taken Oct. 21 near Highway 
83 and Highway 105 by Bill Kappel.
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Letters to Our Community
Letter Guidelines

Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on 
topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board has 
established a policy that we do not knowingly print let-
ters that have appeared in substantially the same form 
elsewhere.

Please identify your submission as a letter to the edi-
tor and include your full name, home address, and day and 
evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 words is recom-
mended. Letters may be edited for length, grammar, and 
accuracy. Send your letter to editor@ourcommunitynew
s.org or mail to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. 

In response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send 
your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowldege-
ment. If you do not receive an acknowledgement, please 
call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that we have 
received your letter.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN 
even when the letter writer is a reporter for OCN.

Support the kids
School District 38 has certainly had its challenges in 
recent years. I think we can legitimately criticize the 
school board for some of its actions and its communica-
tion skills. 

However, regarding the mill levy override (issue 3B 
on the ballot), and despite all the rhetoric from both sides, 
here’s how I see the bottom line: A vote against the over-
ride will ultimately hurt the students in the district. A vote 
for the override shows that we support the kids in our area 
and that we care about their future.

I think it’s just about that simple.
Dave Mills

615 Beacon Lite Road, Monument�This property is located near the intersection of Beacon Lite Road and Highway 
105 bordering the planned Monument Town Hall complex that will be directly to the North. This attractive property built 
in 1994 has been the home of Susan Helmich Fine Jewelry. The location is ideal for retail or office space. Susan has 
moved her showroom to the Winter Gallery located at 47 Third Street, which has become the Winter - Helmich Gallery. 

Floor Plan with estimated 1,963 sq. ft.: 
� Office 1 - 13X13 with 4X6 storage space and private 

restroom access 
� Office 2 - 10X12 with 3X6 storage space 
� Office 3 - 10X13 with 3X6 storage space 
� Reception Area - 10X10 with 3X6 storage space 
� Showroom - 30X13 with built-in display 
� Studio/Workshop - 20X20 with sink and cabinets 

� Two restrooms each with bath/shower 
� Kitchen/Breakroom - 13X13, plus pantry and lots of 

storage space 
Other Features: 
� Ramp for handicap access 
� Rear Deck - 12X12 
� Central heating and air conditioning 
� Beautifully landscaped with sprinkler system 

For additional information, call (719) 510-5560 or (719) 488-0484. 

Commercial Property for Sale 

19 Highway 105 � Palmer Lake 

Kathy Allen 
Raspberry Mountain Real Estate, Inc.

719-234-1182 (ofc)

719-661-9863 (cell)

www.KathyAllen.net

36 Mystic Lane, Palmer Lake�Perfect home for first-time home buyer, 
newer ranch, main-level living with framed lower-level that could be finished 
to meet your family�s needs. 3 bd, 2 ba, great room with fireplace, eat-in 
kitchen with walk-out to patio and beautiful landscaped yard with sprinkler 
system and new rock wall. Cozy front porch that looks over undeveloped land 
with tall pines and creek. $237,500.

455 Clio Ave., Palmer Lake�Over 1/2 acre treed lot in quiet area, walk to 
National Forest, Lake and Santa Fe Trail for hiking and biking. Energy-
efficient 2x6 construction, newer wood siding, interior and exterior paint. 
Large eat-in kitchen with walkout to deck and beautiful views. 3 bd, 2 ba, 
great room with fireplace and dining area. Finished area above garage is 
perfect for 2nd family room or home business. $250,000.

Call Carolyn at 488-5776 
All Fitness Levels Welcome 

Sundance Studio,
1450 Cipriani Loop, 
Monument
   5:45 am M/W/F 
   7:45 am M/W/F 
   9:15 am M/T/W/Th/F+

   7:45 am Sat
   9:15 am Sat 
   4:00 pm Sun 

Personal Touch
 10:30 am M/F
 7:45 am T/Th 

Fitness Architects,
1728 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Woodmoor 
   4:30 pm T/Th 
   6:00 pm T/Th 

Black Forest 
Community Church,
6845 Shoup Road 
Black Forest 
   5:45 pm M/W 
   7:45 am Sat 

+Childcare available  

HOLIDAY TRUNK SHOWS
Darlene Armstrong

Saturday, Dec. 1st

Katie Brassell
Saturday, Dec. 8th

719-481-0250
125 Second St.,   Monument 
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Kenmore Appliances For Sale 
Wall Oven $450. Dishwasher $150. 

Bisque color, never used, will deliver. 
Builder doesn�t need. Call 481-6170.
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By the staff at Covered Treasures 
Guess what? It’s already time for Christmas shopping. 
Why not give a gift you can open again and again—a good 
book? Following are some suggestions for various ages 
and interests.

A Family Christmas
By Caroline Kennedy (Hyperion), $24.95
This is a beautiful volume of charming Christmas tales for 
families to share. Selected and edited by Caroline Ken-
nedy, stories include “Little Tree” by e.e. cummings, “The 
Selfish Giant” by Oscar Wilde, and “Christmas to Me” by 
Harper Lee.

The Pirate’s Daughter 
By Margaret Cezair-Thompson (Unbridled Books), 
$24.95
May, the illegitimate daughter of Errol Flynn, belongs 
neither to the emerging black nation, nor to the white, 
expatriate society on the island. Her mother, Ida, dreams 
of a bigger, more glamorous world than that of her small 
seaside town. Their search for the right way to live their 
lives reveals the hidden history of a vanished era.

The Coldest Winter: America and the Korean War 
By David Halberstam (Hyperion), $35
The Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist explores the hero-
ism and pathos of the worst American military disaster 
since Little Big Horn—and the politics that set it in mo-
tion. 

One Snowy Night 
By M. Christian Butler (Good Books), $8.95
During a fierce storm, Little Hedgehog gives his fuzzy 
mittens, hat, and scarf to his shivering friends. Tina 
MacNaughton’s tender, fun-to-touch illustrations add to a 
delightful story about sharing with others.

Puzzle Quest Board Game Books 
By Clint Twist (School Specialty Publishing), $22.95
These adventurous board game books designed for 
grades 1-5 feature eight wipe-clean board games, game 
pieces, and wipe-off markers in a convenient package 
with storage compartments. Titles include Puzzle Quest 
Through Space, Puzzle Quest Through Prehistoric Times, 
Puzzle Quest Through History, and Puzzle Quest Around 
the World.

William Matthews: Working the West 
Images by William Matthews
Essay by Annie Proulx (Chronicle Books), $50
Featuring 180 stunning new paintings and an essay by the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author, this gift book offers glori-
ous homage to the last untamed wilderness in America 
and an almost-vanished way of life.

The Dangerous Book for Boys 
By Conn and Hal Iggulden (Collins), $24.95 
This best-selling book for boys from 8 to 80 covers essen-
tial boyhood skills, such as building tree houses, learning 
how to fish, and even answering the age-old question: 

“What’s the big deal with girls?” 

The Daring Book for Girls 
By Andrea Buchanan and Miriam Peskowitz (Collins), 
$24.95
The new no-boys-allowed guide to adventure will be 
available this month for every girl with an independent 
spirit and a nose for trouble.

Deadfall 
By Robert Liparulo (Thomas Nelson), $24.99
In local author Liparulo’s latest thriller, an unscrupulous 
enemy has stolen an experimental laser weapon and is 
using it to terrorize the residents of a remote Canadian 
town. A group of hunters is faced with a moral dilemma. 
Should they run for their lives—or rescue the innocents of 
the town?

Pippi Longstocking 
By Astrid Lindgren (Viking Children’s Books), $25
This is an irresistible new edition of the beloved clas-
sic about the irrepressible red-haired, freckle-faced girl 
who found her way into the hearts of children all over the 
world. Sparkling new illustrations by Lauren Child and a 
fresh translation by Tina Nunnaly enhance this loveable 
story.

Lord John and the Brotherhood of the Blade 
Lord John and the Hand of Devils 
By Diana Gabaldon (Delacorte Press) $25
The talented, award-winning author of the Outlander saga 
adds two new volumes to her body of work, each revealing 
a new chapter in Lord John Grey’s life. This dashing char-
acter first appeared in Gabaldon’s blockbuster, Voyager, 
and readers cheered him in the New York Times best-sell-
ing novel, Lord John and the Private Matter.

Paper Blanks 
Hartley & Marks Publishers Inc., $10.95-$18.95
These beautiful brocaded blank books come in various 
sizes and classic designs. Lined or unlined, the journals 
feature magnetic clasps that open and close with a finger-
tip. Ideal gifts for almost anyone, the selection includes 
day planners and address books.

For other ideas, see our winter catalog, “Books, the great-
est gift,” which is available at Covered Treasures and is 
included in many copies of this edition of OCN. Remem-
ber to place special orders as soon as possible so that we 
can have your gift books for you in plenty of time for 
Christmas. Until next month, happy shopping and happy 
reading.

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

Making your list?
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Massages
in Your 
Home
or Mine 

Call for Details! 
Brenda Clark, LMT, CNMT 

(719) 641-3178

John & Jacqueline Homa
(719) 488-2987

755 Highway 105 #P 
West End Center

Custom home in Sundance Estates on 4+ acres – Meadow, trees, 
and foothill views. 4 bedrooms, 4 baths, 2+ car garage. 12’x20’ 
sunroom. Huge eat-in kitchen has new slab granite counters, new 
range/oven, new refrigerator and breakfast bar. Master suite with 5-
piece bath and walk-in closet. Formal dining and living rooms. New 
carpet. 2 family rooms. Walk-out basement. $500,000.

For more details, call us or our 24-hour tour: 1-800-613-6041 ID # 
6012.

Cleaning Services 
Homes � Move Outs � Move Ins 

Weekly � Bi-Weekly 

Free Estimates � Local References
Serving the Tri-Lakes Area for 10 Years

495-1798
Rocky Forry                      Sharon Forry 
Pager 386-1814              Pager 386-9117 

You�ve tried all the rest,  
Now...Go with the best!

�

LET�S GET TOGETHER AND TALK MUSIC!

!
 Adult beginners & re-starters Welcome! 

Piano Teacher 
In the Gleneagle Area 

Call Joanna for free consultation!
481-4010
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Palmer Lake Historical Society, October 18

Grisly 1911 murders never solved

By Diane Sawatzki
In 1911 Colorado Springs was a tranquil resort town of 
45,000, and many of its visitors had spent all summer here. 
On one of those flawless September afternoons that Colo-
rado is so famous for, Mrs. Ruth set off to visit her sister 
and do some sewing. Approaching her tiny home at 321 W. 
Dale, she found it odd that the blinds were drawn on such a 
sunny day. She knocked, but received no answer, so walked 
home and returned that evening to the Burnham home.

As she crept in, she saw dirty dishes still on the table 
from Sunday dinner. She spied the body of a woman, face-
down, and blood splattering the walls. Her sister and her 
two children were dead, their skulls crushed with an ax. 
Their neighbors were also found murdered—a young cou-
ple and their 2 year-old daughter. With horrible precision, 
their bedclothes had been laid neatly over them. 

According to Dwight Haverkorn, a retired Colorado 
Springs detective who spoke to the Palmer Lake Histori-
cal Society on Oct. 18, the murders shocked the townsfolk. 
Assuming the worst, the police arrested Mr. Burnham, a 
tuberculosis patient who lived and worked in a local sani-
tarium. After jailing him for a week, they decided he was 
too feeble to have trudged 12 miles and murdered his fam-
ily. Pinkerton and other detective agencies were called in. 
An ax coated with blood and hair was found in Burnham’s 
shed, along with an observation hole. Had the murderer 
watched Mrs. Ruth when she came to find her sister? 

Haverkorn said there were many ax murders around 

this time, prompting him to suspect they were the work 
of a serial killer. Of the 10 killings reported in Oregon, 
Colorado, and other states, all but one were performed with 
an ax, and many occurred near a railroad. In the Springs, 
five men were arrested, three of them hobos, but all were 
released. The murderer was never found. 

The Palmer Lake Historical Society hosts free pro-
grams and refreshments in the Town Hall the third Thurs-
day of most months. Gary Coleman will speak and show 
a short movie of local trains in “Chuggin’ Through the 
Divide” at 7 p.m. Nov. 15. 

**********
Membership in the society is $10 per year for individuals 
and $15 for families, and family membership comes with 
two mugs. (plhist@aol.com. or 559-0837) The society 
maintains the free Lucretia Vaile Museum in the base-
ment beneath the Palmer Lake library across from the 
Town Hall. Winter hours are Saturday 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/plhs/ 

Photo of Dwight Haverkorn provided by the 
Palmer Lake Historical Society

Studio Info:   
Raleigh 481-4137 or
Sue 660-7858 
Other Instructors: Deahna 210-7376, Lauralee 460-5649, Debi  (484) 431-1270 

Schedule for November 
Monday
9:15-10:45 am      Hatha Yoga              Deahna 
1:00-2:30 pm       Gentle Yoga             Raleigh 
7:00-8:15 pm       Qigong for Wellness   Debi                 
Tuesday
9:00-10:25 am     Level I-II Yoga          Raleigh 
10:35-noon          All Levels Yoga          Sue 
6:30-8:00 pm      All Levels Yoga          Sue
Wednesday
9:30-11:00 am      Level I Yoga             Raleigh 
5:30-6:45 pm      PM Practice 4-All      Raleigh 
7:00-8:15 pm       Power Yoga              Lauralee 
Thursday 
6:30-7:45 am       All Levels Yoga         Sue 
1:00-2:30 pm       Gentle Yoga             Raleigh 
Friday 
9:00-10:30 am     All Levels Yoga          Sue 
Saturday        
9:15-10:45 am      All Levels Yoga        Sue/Casey 
Sunday
10:00-11:15 am      Vinyasa Yoga            Sue 
11:15 am-noon       Meditation-$5            Sue 

Class Fees: $13 drop-in, $10 with multi-class card

Yoga Pathways Studio 
325 2nd. St.  Suite W in the Monteverde Bldg.  Monument 

Sattvic Stuff 
  the yoga & healthy living shop  

November Hours:   
Wed. 4-8; Thu. & Sat. 10:30-1:30 

Open before & after classes 
Closed 11-21 & 22  (Thanksgiving) 

Shop info: Sharon 481-0599 
ALL JEWELRY ON SALE IN NOVEMBER! 

(See our ad on page 20) 

Restorative Yoga Class 
Sunday, Nov. 11   4-6 pm  

All-levels deep relaxation practice 
Preregister: Raleigh 481-4137 

Thanksgiving Schedule:  
No classes or shop hours 

Wed. pm or Thu.

The Candy Box �n 
Gallery...The 

sweetest gallery around!
(formerly Buffalo Blues,
same place...new name)

Sharon DeWeese�s fine art and  
fine gourmet candy featuring� 

� Colorado�s own World-famous Enstrom�s 
Almond Toffee

� Local chocolatier from New York City, 
Michelle Chocolates

� Art Classes now beginning.  
Call to reserve a spot to paint. 

481-3720
135 Second Street, Historic Monument 

Ellis Construction 
                                      Member

One Call Does All: 
� Carpentry 
� Plumbing 
� Electrical 
� Tile
� Hardwood  

flooring 
� Cabinets 
� Siding 
...and more 

719-460-8125
Licensed & insured for 

your protection

Give the Gift 
of Art Classes!
Monument School of Fine Arts 

http://StartMyArt.tripod.com 
Call Janet Sellers at 488-8280

Home Sweet Home 
Pampered Pet Care 

           Tri-Lakes Area
Animal sitting in your home. 

No need to stress your furkid by sending it 
off to the kennel. Let us take care of your 

friend in familiar surroundings - home sweet 
home. Walks, play time, love, and care.  

Caring for dogs, cats, horses, 
exotic pets, etc. 

Call Kathi at 487-8830 
or 659-0298.

Monument Painting
Interior ~ Exterior 

       All size jobs 
Competitive rates 

Spruce up your house for the Holidays!

Call Phil at 484 0478

House
for Rent

 in Jackson Creek 
4 bdrm, 3.5 bath, 3,259 sq. ft. 
3-car, fenced yard, non-smoker 
$1800 per month, plus deposit 

Call 719-359-1474

Sue's Licensed Home Daycare
One Full-Time Opening Available 

Monument
CO Lic. #1540539 

719-264-7839
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Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Flamulated owl

By Elizabeth Hacker
Owls are nocturnal and often associated with Hal-
loween. I grew up in the Midwest where barn owls are 
common. They have a light-colored, heart-shaped face 
with dark eyes, and when their haunting cries pierce 
the night air it instills fear into the depths of even the 
hardiest soul. 

As a child, I lived on the edge of a small town and 
in our back yard there was a storage shed with a loft 
where my mother stored antiques. On occasions when 
the shed was devoid of antiques, we could invite friends 
for a sleep-over in the loft. One fall evening my friends 
and I were heading to the loft after a basketball game 
when we were alarmed by a loud screech. We looked at 
each other under the faint glow of a lone streetlight, and 
took off running. We opened the door to the shed and 
immediately slammed it behind us. We breathed a sigh 
of relief and climbed up to the loft where after a snack 
we crawled into our sleeping bags and began telling 
ghost stories in the dimly lit room. We noticed a tapping 
sound and as we turned to look out the window we saw 
a white heart-shaped face staring at us. Our screams 
brought my father, who eventually reasoned with us 
and convinced us that what we saw was not a ghost but 
rather a barn owl that lived in the rafters of a neighbor’s 
barn. On Halloween, I often receive a card from some-
one reminiscing about that night.

In October I attended a talk on Colorado owls by 

Donna Ralph, founder of the Ellicott Wildlife and Rap-
tor Rehabilitation Center. The number of owl species 
that migrate or reside here year-round surprised me. 
The great horned owl is probably the most common 
and is the largest owl found here. Donna brought along 
Hootie, a female great horned owl that had been found 
tangled in barbed wire. Her wing damage was so severe 
that she couldn’t fly silently and thus would not survive 
in the wild. She is used for education, and what a dy-
namic educational resource she is! 

In a slide presentation, Donna flipped through 
pictures and told stories about the owls at the rehabili-
tation center. She said that in addition to great horned 
owls, they had flamulated, burrowing, screech, pygmy, 
Mexican spotted, barn, and long-eared owls that are all 
native to Colorado. While many owls may move around 
their territory or within the Western region, the only 
true migrant is the flamulated owl. 

This insect-eating, dark-eyed diminutive owl has 
a body size of 6 inches, a wing span of 16 inches and 
weighs only 2 ounces, and will fit in the palm of your 
hand. Only the pygmy owl is smaller. Every year it mi-
grates from Mexico to mountain forests of the Western 
United States. Not a lot is known about the habits of 
the flamulated owl other than it nests in hollow cavities 
midway up in trunks of ponderosa pines, and each night 
it consumes an abundance of insects including crickets 
and moths. Its sound is a soft low “hoot” similar to the 
sound made when blowing into a soda bottle.

The female lays two to four eggs in tree cavities 
or nesting boxes and incubates them for about 23 days. 
Once the chicks hatch, they are fed by both parents for 
about a month. The fledglings are thought to be inde-
pendent of their parents after 5 weeks.

One area where the flamulated owl has been stud-
ied and is commonly found is in the forested area north 
of Woodland Park. In 2002, the Hayman fire destroyed 
over 130,000 acres of prime wildlife habitat, including 
that of the owl. Recent sightings of the flamulated owl 
on the Palmer Divide may indicate that this owl has 
been forced to look for new habitat or that it was blown 
off course during migration. One can only speculate on 
possible reasons for changes in a bird’s behavior. 

Donna said that this summer, a man named John 
from Monument called her to report a sick flamulated 
owl he had found fluttering on the ground. She cau-
tioned that sick or injured birds should never be handled 
by anyone who isn’t licensed. John covered the owl with 
a box before calling her, which is the correct way to deal 
with a sick bird. After picking up the owl, Donna took 
it to a veterinarian where it tested positive for West Nile 
virus (WNV). Sadly, each year the number of birds in-
fected with WNV, which is carried by mosquitoes, has 
increased and the bird loss due to WNV could be com-
pared to the loss of human life from the flu virus of 1919 
when millions of people died.

Donna began the little owl’s rehabilitation by first 
rehydrating it and hand-feeding it live insects every half 
hour. After a few days the owl was able to lift its head, 
and within a week it could stand. After a few weeks 
Donna transferred it to a rehabilitation center in Boul-
der where other flamulated owls are being rehabilitated. 
She said it may take up to two years for it to fully recov-
er from this terrible virus. No one knows for sure how 
long an owl lives, but it could be 30 years or more.

Because the goal of the centers is to care for injured 
birds and return them to the wild, birds are handled 
sparingly. Donna enjoys sharing many great stories and 
laughs about the wild owls that come to visit Hootie at 
night. She said that Hootie has brooded owlets that lost 
their parents due to WNV. 

If you’re interested in one of her presentations, 
would like to report an injured bird or other animal, 
or want to make a tax-deductible contribution, you can 
contact Donna at ellicottwildlife.com.

Elizabeth Hacker is an artist in the Tri-Lakes area. 
Her bird prints are available at the gift shop in the 
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts in Palmer Lake, with 

proceeds benefiting environmental causes. E-mail her 
at OCN with your questions and bird finds.� � � � � � � � � � � �
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Specialized in:  
Therapeutic Rehab 
Massage, Repetitive Motion 
Injuries, and Deep Tissue 
Massage.  

Kolleen Conley, MA, LMT, CNMT 
(719) 271-8739 

236 N. Washington (Chapala North)  

Integrative
Massage  
Solutions

Custom Rancher across from the Park! 
Corner lot at 20220 Wissler Ranch 
Rd. Over 4400 sq. ft., 4 bd, 5 ba, 3-car 
garage. Huge kitchen, granite counter-
tops, cherry cabinets, hardwood. Mas-
ter suite with sitting area, 3-sided fire-
place, steam shower. Large office and 
rec. room. Reduced to $615,000! 

Sue Gindhart, ABR, CRS, GRI, Rawhide Co. Realtors
719.495.4746   719.339.8346   1-888.495.4746

Lee‛s Family Child Care
Caring for infants to 5-year olds

Licensed & insured
At Hwy 83 and 105
719-487-8646

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258

Above: Drawing by Elizabeth Hacker of a 
Flamulated Owl. A color version is posted at 
www.ourcommunitynews.org/v7n11bird.htm 

Call 481-3963
www.palmerdivideproductions.com

Local history on DVD 
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Art Matters

Ladies and gentlemen, what’s your art IQ?
By Janet Sellers

For all of you art viewers, getting 
to know the local gallery venues 
creates a reliable reference of art 
and artists that will be available 
to you. Art galleries have their 
owners and staff to pore over 
the art they will exhibit for your 
pleasure. Public galleries of such 
widely varied venues as local 
public libraries, courthouses, 
and educational institutions have 
jurors and a curatorial staff—fre-
quently, knowledgeable volun-
teers—to help keep the highest 
level of integrity for their venues. 
Getting to know local art galler-
ies and venues is a fun way to 
experience art each week of the 
month. 

So, what’s your art IQ? Have 
you watched or studied the arts 
with interest for years? Are you 
getting your interest up for the 
creative artworks you can discov-
er? In artists’ and collectors’ cir-
cles, art venues are a vital source 
for the pursuit. For the artist, 
assessing the venue is critical to 
success for shows and sales, since 
this is the way the artist meets a 
number of art patrons. And for 
the collectors, all of the above is 
a vital and engaging pursuit. So, 
everyone’s art IQ can grow with 
every show they visit. 

November begins a tradi-
tional gifting season for winter 
holidays of many kinds, includ-
ing New Year’s celebrations. 
From fine arts and fine crafts to 
whimsical artistry and artisan 
chocolates and other foods, our 
local galleries are offering a large 
variety of art and artful items that 
will please many different tastes, 
literally. 

If you are uncertain of your 
art IQ, or about what you can 
choose to give from Monument’s 
finest, be sure to ask at the dif-

ferent art and craft venues here 
in town for some ideas. As small 
businesses, it is their pleasure 
and specialty to be able to help 
you make thoughtful choices. 
Remember that all of the shops 
can create gift certificates for 
your needs, some with amazing 
packaging, so just ask them what 
they can do for you. It’s nice to 
have an expert on your team! 

A giving spirit of joy can 
begin with a pleasant stroll in 
our community to the various 
art venues, so I’ve collected some 
names, mostly from the last Art 
Hop of the year. We have so many 
places we can visit nowadays; I 
just can’t get to them all at once 
and live to tell about it. I did my 
best as I tasted my way through 
the art openings recently. Noth-
ing is as much fun as having wine 
and chocolate truffles for dinner, 
and fine cheeses and delicacies 
for dessert. And I hear a new art 
and tea store is brewing in town, 
too.  
Winter-Helmich Gallery, 

47 Third St., Monument, is 
showing Steven Weaver’s 
photography of texture, color 
and complexity in a unified, 
subtle whole. This geologist-
cum-photographer knows 
his landscapes! His photos 
of autumn landscapes in 
this show are rich with light 
and fall colors. Most of the 
photographs in this show are 
the super-sized, large digital 
format, fine art prints. 

Bella Art and Frame, in the 
Gallery Center at Beacon 
Lite Road and Second Street, 
is exhibiting art as memorial 
in a tribute to artist Janice 
Reese. Various works in oil 
and collage were represented 
in a tribute to the local artist at 
the final Art Hop of the season. 

Her work in this show ranges 
from small landscapes in oil to 
a broad-minded abstraction of 
colors and patterns. 

Second Street Art Market, 
the front venue at the Gallery 
Center, has on exhibition the 
works of Rebecca Wavrin 
Whitfield. Her abstract, 
colorful painting show opened 
Oct. 18, which coincided with 
the final October Art Hop. 

Buffalo Blues has become the 
Candy Box ‘n Gallery at 
135 Second St. in Historic 
Monument. It is still owned 
by Sharon DeWeese, who 
was present to introduce 
the new dimensions of her 
creative intelligence. Certified 
Chocolatier William Tice and 
owner Terri Beringer were on 
hand to share samples of their 
superb artisan chocolates to 
celebrate the new store venue. 
William creates chocolates for 
gala events and fine galleries 
in the Colorado Springs area 
and in New York. My favorite 
temptation at the chocolate 
tasting was the five-chili 
chocolate truffles. Their 
complex harmony of edgy, 
spicy heat and smooth texture 
rival any art masterpiece for 
the senses. Then again, the 
kahlua chocolates were also 
pleasing, and we all truly 
enjoyed the white chocolate, 
the Grand Marnier truffles and 
the lighter chocolate truffles 
in that evening of edible 
adventures. These chocolates 
are art to behold and consume, 
and will be available at the 
gallery as well as for special 
orders. It’s art to dine for! 

Mural up and lighted: The Tri-
Lakes Views first public art 
mural is up now in Historic 
Monument (see photo on 

page 1). Ice Harvest was 
designed by Tim Upham 
and Lisa Cameron in black 
monochrome photos of the 
Monument Lake pioneer days. 
The images were super-sized 
and painted onto great sheets 
of transparent substrates, 
which are supported on steel 
posts placed along the water 
building’s northeast side. One 
might think of it as a clear look 
back to the times when ice was 
harvested from local lakes. 

Pacific Rim Interiors and 
Marce’s Collection is now 
at the West End Center, 
744 Highway 105, Suite 1 
(around the back); open by 
appointment and on Thursdays 
and Fridays 10-4, Saturdays 
10-2 until Dec. 22. With new 
merchandise from Thailand 
and China, Marce says she 
“hopes to see you soon!” 

Monument Branch Library 
Display “Fun with Surface and 
Texture,” functional pottery by 
Glenn Hayes, Nov. 1-30. In his 
second solo exhibit of pottery 
at the Monument Library, local 
artist Hayes is showcasing 

pieces with surface decoration 
and texture.

  Hayes said, “I wanted 
to add some distinctiveness, 
some individuality to these 
pieces. I always strive to 
make good, solid pots, with 
consistent walls and aesthetic 
shapes that must also meet the 
functional requirements of the 
piece. Adding surface textures 
lets me keep the functionality 
and offers me greater artistic 
expression.” 

  The pots are carved and 
textured using standard pottery 
tools as well as ordinary
kitchen utensils such as a 
cheese cutter and melon-
baller. Items in this display 
include bowls, casseroles, 
teapots and lamps. Interested 
buyers can contact Hayes at 
hayglenn@gmail.com.

Janet Lee Sellers is an American 
painter and sculptor. She writes 
about art for periodicals in Col-
orado and the West, and teaches 

art in the Tri-Lakes area.

Teapot, by Glenn Hayes. Hayes work is on display at the Monument Branch Library through 
November 30. Photo by Glenn. Hayes

Margalis Fjelstad, Ph.D., LMFT 

With 25 years of experience, I�m here to  
help you deal with: 
           Traumatic experiences affecting your happiness 
          Physical, sexual, or emotional abuse 
          Experiences of feeling abandoned or rejected 
          Recurring bouts of anxiety, panic, or fear 
          Cycles of depression

I can help you repair past hurts and traumas 
          with REPARATIVE THERAPY 
This therapy helps you heal and grow from difficult and  
          hurtful experiences 
Repair communication and love 
Learn how to feel renewed, soothed and healed 

Margalis Fjelstad, Ph.D., LMFT 
EMDR Practitioner

 325 Second Street, Suite K 
Downtown Historic Monument 

719-310-2482 

Visa & Mastercard

Janet Sellers Fine Arts
Fine Art Drawings, Paintings, Prints & Gifts

Fine art appreciates in value. Enjoy your 
investments in your home and offices now.  

Available at  

www.janetsellers.org
and in select shows & galleries 

488-8280 
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Snapshots of Our Community 

Above: Bob Tuggle President of Monument Hill Sertoma presents a plaque 
for Lewis-Palmer District 38’s support of Empty Bowl to Bonnie Irish Catering 
Manager, Katie Dubois Food Service Manager, and Superintendent Ray 
Blanch. Photo by Benny Nasser.

Community helps fill “Empty Bowls”

Left: Sponsored by the Monument Hill 
Sertoma, the annual Empty Bowl dinner 
is “an all-out community event!”  This year 
Tri-Lakes Cares, the local social service 
agency and community resource center, 
will receive a check for $10,000 from 
proceeds of the Empty Bowl event held on 
October 10 at Lewis-Palmer High School.  
Among the many who gave of their time 
and resources were the local Serteens. 
Photo by Roni Fuster

Below (L to R) : Woody Woodworth and 
Joseph Bohler supplied entertainment. 
Photos by Roni Fuster and Benny Nasser.

Above: Linda Pankratz (center), one of the original organizers of this 15 year-old 
fund-raiser, is happy to show patrons one of the many donated “empty” bowls they 
were able to take home. Photo by Roni Fuster.
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Below (Left) Hundreds of residents took the time to visit the Tri-Lakes Annual Health Fair on Saturday, October 20 at Lewis Palmer High School.  Close to 100 agencies 
participated this year giving people of all ages more information on how to keep themselves, their families and their community safe and healthy. (Right) Children weren’t 
quite as happy as parents to see The Visiting Nurses Association administering Flu Vaccinations. Photos by Roni Fuster.

Seventh Annual Tri-Lakes Health Fair

Below (Left)  The Gleneagle Sertoma Club provided free hearing evaluations in the Sertoma Mobile Hearing Van. (Right) Amy Dreher, RN and organizer of the 
seventh annual Health Fair takes time out to administer a lung capacity test to a visitor.  Amy works on this annual event for eight months and admits it’s a “labor of 
love.” . Photos by Roni Fuster.

Wine & Roses:  The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club takes time to “Smell the Roses”

Below: (Left) Kendell Vliet, Co-Chair of Wine and Roses receives a $500 check from Meagan Olson, Kohl’s Department Store representative and Captain of their 
“A-Team.” Kohl’s participation in Wine and Roses is part of a corporate community involvement program. Also pictured are: Donna Adams, President of Tri-Lakes 
Women’s Club, Yvonne Jennings, and Kohl’s employees. (Right) Dirk Stamp, Owner of The Wine Seller, (pictured on right) shares a toast with Gov and Jan Vaughn of 
Vaughn Enterprises. As sponsor for the wine-tasting portion of the event, Dirk recruited over 12 wine distributors who presented fine wines from around the world The 
Tri-Lakes Womens Club sponsors two major fund-raisers each year. In the past 31 years they have granted over one-half million dollars to non-profit agencies in the 
Tri-Lakes area. The organization will begin taking grant applications in January. Interested non-profits may apply on line at www.TLWC.net. Photos by Roni Fuster.
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AARP Makes a Difference
The Black Forest AARP Chapter 1100 celebrated the annual Make a 
Difference Day by donating food and money to the Black Forest Cares food 
bank and play ground toys to the Black Forest First Step Pre-School. When 
the donations were all totaled Black Forest Chapter members had provided 
ninety pounds of food and $109 in cash to the food bank plus miscellaneous 
sandbox toys and $25 to aid the non-profit pre-school operation in Black 
Forest. The annual Make a Difference Day activity is conducted by the 
Black Forest AARP Chapter every October. The objective of this activity is to 
make a difference in the lives of local individuals and in support of charitable 
community organizations.The Black Forest AARP Chapter meets at noon on 
the second Wednesday of each month at he Black Forest Lutheran Church.? 
Membership is open to individuals of all ages. For more information call 495-
2176 or 596-6787.

Below: The food and toys collected and the checks being presented to Black 
Forest Cares representatives. The people in the picture are L-R Gwen Burk, 
Balck Forest AARP, Mickey Cote and Rosemary O’Connell, Black Forest 
Cares Volunteers, and Edna Eaton, Black Forest AARP.

Right: Children from the Black Forest First Step Preschool holding some 
of the donated toys and the check being presented to the Director of the 
Black Forest First Step Preschool, Geanina Brown, (second from left) being 
presented a check from Gwen Burk, AARP Chapter Project Leader. The other 
adult in the picture is Dana Lowry, (far right) a First Step Preschool volunteer.

Monument celebrates Fall with a Festival Photos by Roni Fuster

Above: High Country Home & Garden hosted festival activities for all ages. 
Pictured here are Annie and Alison Harshberger working on their pumpkin art. 
With the help of Janet McKinney they welcomed Fall in a special way.

Above: Jim Sawatzki, Tri-Lakes area historian celebrated Fall by giving tours 
of his favorite historical haunts aboard a tractor-drawn hay wagon. Everyone 
agreed it was the perfect way to spend a Fall day in Monument.

Summer Sojourn is Jim Sawatzki’s 
latest historical documentary featuring 
Palmer Lake. Jim admits he loves to 
“turn people on” to our facintating history. 
After producing 12 films and being 
nominated for an Emmy, his enthusiasm 
for filmmaking continues to grow. Anyone 
interested in contacting Jim or learning 
more about future projects may reach him 
at 719-481-3963.

At the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts
The Colorado Vocal Arts Ensemble performed to a packed house at the Tri-
Lakes Center for the Arts on October 14. Log on to www.trilakesarts.org to find 
out about TLCA’s upcoming cultural events. Photo by Roni Fuster.
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Keep up on Black Forest�s News too! Subscribe today!

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE (opt)

Clip and send with a check for $15 for a one-year, in-state, subscription
mailed to your home. Send to: Black Forest News, 11425 Black Forest
Rd., Colorado Springs, CO 80908      Phone: 495-8750.

Late Breaking News:
Arrests made for felony theft of baby 

formula from the Monument Wal-Mart
On Thursday, 10/31/07, just after 7 p.m., officers from the 
Monument Police Department arrested three people after 
an investigation identified they could be attempting to 
steal large quantities of baby formula from the Monument 
Wal-Mart located at 16218 Jackson Creek Parkway. 

The three are suspected of stealing about $4,400 of 
baby formula from the Monument Wal-Mart in seven 
separate incidents since June. Monument Police Chief 
Shirk commented that thanks to a job well-done by Monu-
ment Police Department and Wal-Mart employees, a pat-
tern was identified in the date and time of the thefts. This 

allowed for a surveillance operation to be set up when the 
suspects were forecast to strike again. “As demonstrated in 
this case, it is only with great cooperative efforts between 
the Monument PD and citizens that strides like this will 
be made to reduce crime and to aggressively pursue those 
that commit crime.”

After their arrest, over $4,000 of baby formula and 
other retail products was found in their vehicle, a maroon 
1998 Ford Explorer with Texas License Plate 727DBZ. 
The three suspects were booked into the El Paso County 
Criminal Justice Center for Felony Theft. Officials from 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement have placed a hold 
on all three suspects.

Juarez, Campos, and Suarez are believed to be part of 
a large organized group of criminals and are suspected of 
thefts throughout the region at Wal-Mart, K-Mart, Albert-
sons, Safeway, King Soopers, and Walgreens stores. Any 
agency or loss-prevention department with cases matching 
the suspects’ descriptions or M.O. is encouraged to contact 
the Monument Police Department at (719) 481-3253.

Mariana Juareze

DOB 12/30/80

Bro Hair, Bro Eyes

4’09” tall, 150 lbs

Perla Campos

DOB 5/10/84

Bro Hair, Bro Eyes

4’06” tall, 100 lbs

Oscar Suarez

DOB 11/24/86

Bro Hair, Bro Eyes

5’06” tall, 195 lbs

Live outside our free delivery area*?
Want prompt delivery every month 

direct to your mailbox?

Subscribe to OCN!
$15 for 12 issues

Name ______________________________
Address ____________________________

_____________________________
City, State Zip ______________________

Mail this form with a check or money order to
Our Community News
P.O. Box 1742
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742

Questions? Call John Heiser, (719) 488-3455
*County Line Rd. to Northgate Rd., Palmer Lake to Hwy 83.

Visit OCN - The Web Site
www.ourcommunitynews.org 
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

Pine Creek Holiday Bazaar, Nov. 10
Crafter-artisans in 120 booth spaces offer creative holiday 
gifts Nov. 10, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Pine Creek High School, 
10750 Thunder Mountain Ave., Colorado Springs. This an-
nual event is a fund-raiser for the Pine Creek High School 
band program. Enjoy live music, a bake sale, silent auc-
tion, and Grandma’s Kitchen! Admission is free. Take I-25 
to Exit 151(Briargate Parkway), continue straight (east) 
to Powers Blvd, then left (north) to Old Ranch Road. For 
information, call 488-6517 or visit www.geocities.com/
pcbazaar. 

Bluegrass concert at Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts, Nov. 17

Palmer Divide will perform their original bluegrass 
music at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) Nov. 
17. Doors open at 7 p.m. for the 7:30 show. Tickets are $12 
for TLCA members and $15 for non-members. Tickets are 
available at The Wine Seller in Monument (488-3019) and 
TLCA (481-0475). TLCA is located at 304 Highway 105 in 
Palmer Lake. For more information, visit the Web site at 
www.trilakesarts.org. 

The Red Kettles are coming Nov. 23
Monument Hill Sertoma will begin the Salvation Army 
Red Kettle Bell Ringing Campaign Nov. 23, the day after 
Thanksgiving. Monument Hill Sertoma and Serteens look 
forward to seeing you from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the 
Monument Safeway, King Soopers, and Wal-Mart stores 
between then and Christmas eve Dec. 24. The Tri-Lakes 
community contributed over $35,000 to the local Salvation 
Army from the 2006 Bell Ringing Campaign. 100% of the 
contributions collected by the Monument Hill Sertoma 
bell ringer volunteers are given to the Salvation Army.

Palmer Lake’s Chili Supper, Nov. 24
This popular annual fundraiser will happen Nov. 24, 5 to 
8:30 p.m., at the Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Cres-
cent. All proceeds go toward maintenance of the Palmer 
Lake Star on the mountain, which will be lit at approxi-
mately 8 p.m. as part of the Chili Supper festivities. There 
will be door prizes and a bucket raffle. One lucky raffle 
winner will be the one to light the star! To donate prizes or 
for more information, phone the Palmer Lake Town Office 
at 481-2953.

Adult Reading Program
Book an Adventure. Read eight books in eight weeks, 
and win fabulous prizes, from free food to coffee mugs 
and gas cards! Pick up a prize after reading your first four 
books. Read four more books to get more prizes. Read 
eight books by Dec. 17 to enter the grand prize drawing. 
Participants must be 18 years old or older and have a PPLD 
library card. Register online or at any PPLD library. For 
more information, visit ppld.org now through Dec. 17 or 
call the Palmer Lake Branch, 481-2587, or the Monument 
Branch, 488-2370.

Volunteer singers and musicians needed
The Tri-Lakes Music Association (TLMA), a non-profit 
organization, is recruiting singers and musicians once 
again to create a Christmas concert series, Phil Barfoot’s 
“The Joy of Christmas,” which will be performed at Lew-
is-Palmer High School Dec. 21 & 22. The proceeds from 
this event will be donated to Tri-Lakes Cares, a non-profit 
organization.

There will be two identical vocal rehearsals each 
week. One is on Sundays at 1 p.m. at The Church At 
Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Road. Monday evening vo-
cal rehearsals are at 6 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
17750 Knollwood. Anyone wanting to sing and have fun 
is welcome to come and join this group. In past years, the 
choir has consisted of 60 to 125 members as well as 20 to 
25 orchestra members. For those who can’t make time for 
a weekly rehearsal, practice CDs allow singers to practice 
the music in the comfort of their home or automobile. A 
children’s choir will also be recruited. Also new this year, 
TLMA is recruiting band members to play in a big/jazz 
band. 

TLMA’s first concert raised approximately $2,600 
and the last five raised $4,000 to $5,000 each. This event 
is funded by several local churches and community mem-
bers, and the community is encouraged to contribute. For 
more information, contact Bob Manning at 481-3883 or 
e-mail rwgmanning@comcast.net or visit the Web site, 
trilakesmusic.org. 

Volunteer tutors needed!
Share your love of reading. Tutor an adult once a week for 
two hours. Work with an adult to improve their reading, 
writing, comprehension, or English language skills. No 
experience required; free training is provided. For infor-
mation or to register, call 531-6333, x2223. Next training: 
Nov. 3, 10, and 17 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Penrose Li-
brary, Colorado Springs.

LPHS band fundraiser sale, Dec. 1
Lewis-Palmer High School Band Department presents 
“Treasures: New and Used,” a fundraising event, Dec. 
1, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., in the Lewis-Palmer High School 
commons area, 1300 Higby Road, Monument. Admis-
sion is free. Come hear music from the band and enjoy 
home-baked goodies as you shop for treasures. For more 
information, call Deborah, 648-2855.

Rocky Mountain Music Alliance 
Concert, Dec. 1

The Colorado Trio–Michael Baron, piano; Grace Bahng, 
cello; and Charles Stegman, violin–will perform Dec. 1, 

7 p.m., at Forestgate Presbyterian Church, 970 Northgate 
Rd., one mile east of I-25 Exit 156. This is the second 
concert of a four-concert classical music series featur-
ing world-class performers. The public is invited to a 
free Master Class given by the concert artists at the 
church at 10 a.m. Concert tickets are $15 for adults and 
$10 for students and seniors. For more information visit 
www.rmmaonline.org, e-mail TheRMMA@aol.com, or 
phone Pam, 484-0192.

Learn more about veterans’ benefits, Dec. 3
American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11 is hosting a veter-
ans’ benefits informational program and get-together Dec. 
3, 6:30 p.m., at The Place, 13990 Gleneagle Dr., presented 
by Michael Stone, American Legion Service Officer for 
Colorado. Come and meet other veterans and learn more 
about the benefits you have earned by serving your coun-
try. Don’t miss this one-time opportunity to be informed 
or ask questions. For more information, contact Jackie 
Homa, 332-4841.

Holiday Ham Drive for Tri-Lakes Cares
Schwan’s is teaming up with Tri-Lakes Cares to make the 
holidays a little brighter for families in need with their 
Holiday Ham Drive. Each $28 ham is 41⁄2 pounds and will 
serve six to eight people. For every four hams donated, 
Schwan’s will donate one ham. Watch for the flyers at local 
businesses, or phone 964-2327 for more information.

Fire station “boot drive” for 
Tri-Lakes Cares, Dec. 7 & 8

Help fill the boots for Tri-Lakes Cares. Two Tri-Lakes fire 
stations are holding a boot drive for needy local families. 
Station 1, 18650 W. Highway 105 is collecting on Dec. 7, 
3 to 5 p.m. Station 3, 1855 Woodmoor Dr., is collecting on 
Dec. 8, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Free Tutoring in Reading
Children’s Literacy Center offers free one-to-one tutor-
ing for children reading below grade level. Children are 
matched with trained volunteer tutors and meet twice a 
week for an hour each session. Find out if your child is 
eligible to enroll by contacting Pamela Polke at 471-8672 
or send an e-mail to Pamela@peakreader.org for more 
information.

Youth handbell ringers needed
The Tri-Lakes Community Youth Handbell Choir needs 
youth handbell ringers. If you are interested and are in the 
fifth grade or older, call Betty Jenik at 488-3853. Rehears-
als are Mondays from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. in Monument. 

Mining Musem seeks volunteers
The Western Museum of Mining & Industry is seeking 
volunteers to lead tours and programs, help with special 
events, maintain the grounds, and staff the front desk. 
The museum appreciates the people who give so much 
of their time and energy to help enhance visitor enjoy-
ment, educational experiences, and overall appreciation 
of the museum’s activities, programs, and facilities. The 
museum is located at 225 North Gate Blvd., just off I-25 at 
the Gleneagle exit, #156A, across from the north entrance 
to the U.S. Air Force Academy. Call 488-0880 for more 
information.

County launches new on-line 
mapping service

El Paso County recently launched a new Geographic In-
formation System (GIS) Web site that provides mapping 
and data download services. The site allows the public 
to conduct parcel and precinct searches, download GIS 
data, view a zoning map book, and receive information 
on custom mapping and analysis products. For more in-
formation visit the new Web page at www.elpasoco.com/
gis/. The Web page can also be accessed by going to 
www.elpasoco.com and clicking on the link under Popular 
Pages or Online Services. 

IRS starts free e-newsletter 
for small businesses

The IRS has designed an online newsletter, e-News for 
Small Businesses, to help small-business owners, self-
employed individuals, accounting professionals, and tax 
practitioners better understand and meet their tax obliga-

Special Events and Notices

Piano Lessons
A distinctive environ-

ment for learning.
Now accepting 
new students. 

484-0192Call Pam Brunson

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN

Considering our large 13,000+ circulation, our rates are much 
lower than what you would pay in local commercial newspapers. 

For more information, 
contact John Heiser, 

488-3455 
ads@ourcommunitynews.org 

or visit www.ourcommunitynews.org
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Our Community Calendar
By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus

Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-

check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• Monument Board of Trustees “Ice Harvest” art 

project “revealing,” Mon., Nov. 5, 5:30 p.m.at Water 
Treatment Plant, Second St. and Beacon Light Rd.  
Info: 884-8017.

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Nov. 
5, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 
1st and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Nov. 6, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off 
Union Blvd and Printers Parkway). Meets 1st and 3rd 
Tue. each month. Info: 520-6300. 

• Academy Water and Sanitation District Meeting, 
Wed., Nov. 7, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott Fire Station Two, 
1500 Sun Hills Dr. Meets 1st Wed. each month. Info: 
481-0711. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 
Thu., Nov. 8, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Now meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Nov. 8, 
7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Normally meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

• D-38 District Accountability Advisory Committee 
(DAAC) Meeting, Tue., Nov. 13, 7 p.m. in the District 
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 
2nd Tue. each month. Info: 488-4700.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Nov. 13, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732. 

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee 
Meeting, Tue., Nov. 13, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell Ave. 
Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 481-
4053.

• D-38 Special Education Advisory Committee, 
Wed., Nov. 14, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Learning Center in the 
Administration Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. 
This meeting features two guest speakers, Colorado 
State Legislator Representative Amy Stephens 
and Colorado State Legislator Representative Bob 
Gardiner. Both will discuss the upcoming legislative 
session, particularly with respect to issues affecting 
education. Anyone interested in the accountability 
of special education matters in D-38 and the State of 
Colorado is welcome to attend. Meets 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: Ilanit Bennaim, 325-6979.

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Nov. 14, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. 

Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 884-8017. 
• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Combined 

Workshop and Regular Meeting, Wed., Nov. 14, 
7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Normally meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Meeting, 
Thu., Nov. 15, 8:30 a.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 
28 Valley Crescent. Normally meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Location alternates between Palmer Lake and 
Monument. Info: 884 -8017. 

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Nov. 15, 7 p.m., Learning Center of the Lewis-
Palmer Administration Building, 2nd and Jefferson. 
Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-4700.

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, Thu., 
Nov. 15, 6:30 p.m., 130 2nd St. Normally meets 3rd Thu. 
each month. Info: 481-4886.

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Nov. 
19, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 
1st and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Nov. 21, 7 p.m., combined with Workshop on Nov. 14.  
Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Normally 
meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.  

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Mon., Nov. 26, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Now meets 4th Monday each 
month. Info: 488-2694 or visit www.woodmoor.org.

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Tue., 
Nov. 27, 5 p.m., district office, 174 N. Washington St. 
Now meets 4th Tue. each month. Info: 488-6868. 

•  Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Nov. 28, 7 p.m., Station One, 15425 
Gleneagle Dr. Normally meets 3rd Wed. each month. 
Info: 488-8680. 

• Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Nov. 28, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 
Hwy 105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. 
Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 481-2312.

• Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., Nov. 28, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes 
Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument near the 
bowling alley. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-
3303. 

• Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Authority Board 
Meeting, Wed., Nov. 28, following the fire district 
board meetings at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 
west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4th 
Wed. each month. Info: 481-2312. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting/
Budget Hearing, Thu., Nov. 29, 1:30 p.m., 15850 
Holbein Dr., Colorado Springs. Normally meets 3rd 

tions. The weekly newsletter delivers timely, useful tax 
information to your computer every Wednesday. To start 
your free subscription to e-News, go to www.irs.gov/
businesses/small/content/0,,id=154826,00.html, type in 
your e-mail address, and submit.

The Library Channel
Tune into The Library Channel (Comcast 17) for live 
simulcasts of programs, videotaped presentations, or a 
schedule of library events. The Library Channel broad-
casts 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Programs in-
clude story times for children, an adult literacy program, 
El Paso County commissioners meetings, and much 
more. A community bulletin board of library events is 
shown between and after programs. Find the schedule 
online by going to ppld.org, and then click on the link 
“Happenings @ Your Library.” From there, click on the 
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule.

Senior Safety Program
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Authority and Tri-Lakes 
Health Advocacy Partnership, Senior Alliance, have 
developed a new Senior Safety Program. The free ser-
vice includes installing and maintaining smoke detec-
tors, a fire department evaluation of seniors’ homes to 
identify and correct safety hazards and address seniors’ 
safety needs, and Vial of Life for in-home storage of 
medical information in case of emergency. For informa-
tion, call Lisa Frasca, 488-3304, or e-mail lfrasca@tri-
lakesfire.com.

County now accepting batteries 
and electronics at waste facility

The El Paso County Household Chemical Waste Collec-
tion Facility will now accept household batteries (AA, 
AAA, C, D and 9-volt) and many types of electronic 
equipment including computers, printers, small televi-
sions, stereo and video components, and VCRs. More 
than 40,000 tons of electronic waste is discarded yearly. 
Some electronics contain lead, cadmium, broken glass, 
and mercury and can threaten the environment if not 
recycled. The facility is open year-round and accepts 
items such as paint, lawn and garden chemicals, auto-
motive chemicals and products, and household products 
and cleaners. The facility is located at 3255 Akers 
Drive and is open for drop-off 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. For more recycling information, please 
call 520-7878.

Wildlife Masters in El Paso County
Do you wonder how to keep the deer from munching 
your freshly planted garden, how to get the skunk out 
from under your deck without getting sprayed, or how 
to get the squirrels out of the attic? Colorado State Uni-
versity Cooperative Extension in El Paso County has a 
staff of trained Wildlife Masters to help you. Call the 
Master Gardener Help Desk, 636-8921, and you will be 
called promptly with an answer. A fact sheet will be sent 
to you by e-mail or regular mail. For information, call 
636-8921 or e-mail csumg2@elpasoco.com.

Amato�s Home & Deck Repair 
488-8506 

� Most types of interior & exterior  
home repairs 

� Drywall repairs 
� Light remodeling 
� Ceramic tile repair 
� Deck repair & 

re-staining 
� Screen repair 

Jim and Maggie Amato 
Insured � References available
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Help Wanted
Housecleaning

Responsible Adult
15-20 hr./wk., $12 per hour

719-495-6772

Hands OnSite Massage 
I come to your location 

Holiday Gift Certificate 
Special: 3 Massages  

$180 

Barbara Grace, LMP, NCBTMB

719.440.8177

Personal Wellness Coach 
Get a head start on your New Years 
Resolution whether it be to improve 
your health or lose weight. We can 
help with a program to fit your life.  

FREE gift with program purchase. 

Ann Chavtur  488-3677 
Herbalife Independent Distributor 
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Wed. each month. Info: 488-3603.
• Forest View Acres Water District Meeting, Thu., Nov. 

29, 6 p.m., Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of 
Monument near the bowling alley. Normally meets 4th 
Thu. each month. Info: 488-2110, or SDMS, (800)741-
3254. 

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-

6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-Thu., 
10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5 p.m. 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., and 
Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session particularly 
suitable for preschoolers. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Super Tuesdays, every Tue., 10:30 
and 11:15 a.m. Stories and crafts for preschoolers ages 
3-7. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m. Special reading program events for toddlers 
and children. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.  
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, every Thu., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.  
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 10:
30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m., Rhymes & rhythms for kids up 
to 24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytimes, every 
Thu., 7 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies welcome. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Family Fun Programs: Build 
your own with Home Depot, Sat., Nov. 10, 1:30 p.m.  
Come and make your own construction (maybe a box for 
your treasures!) with the staff from Home Depot. They’ll 
provide everything you need, including an apron. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: American Girl Book Club, 
Wed., Nov. 14, 4-5:30 p.m. Registration required. Meets 
2nd Wed. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info & registration: 488-2370. 

Adult programs 
• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) has live simulcasts 

of programs, videotaped presentations, and a schedule 
of Library events. The Library Channel broadcasts 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. Programs include story 
times for children, an adult literacy program, El Paso 
County Commissioners meetings, and much more. A 
community bulletin board of library events is shown 
between programs. Find the schedule online at ppld.org, 
then click on the link “Happenings @ Your Library.” 
From there, click on the “Comcast 17” link to search the 
schedule.

• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes. 
Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes for 
beginner computer users. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Talk English! Mondays, 6:
30-8:30 p.m. Informal conversation groups for adults 
with intermediate and advanced English skills. No 
registration needed. Meets every Monday. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370.

• Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue., 
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into 
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common 
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 
10 a.m.-noon. Join this group of friends dedicated 
to empowering individual growth through life-long 
learning and positive relationships. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library History Buffs, Wed., Nov. 7, 1-3 
p.m. Read and discuss a book from a selected time in 
history. Meets 1st Wed. each month. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program, Thu., Nov. 8 & Fri., Nov. 9, 1-5 p.m. Bone 
up on your driving skills & lower your insurance rates! 
Advance registration & $10 fee required. Must attend 
both days. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Registration & info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Family Fun Programs: Build 
your own with Home Depot, Sat., Nov. 10, 1:30 p.m.  
Come and make your own construction (maybe a box for 
your treasures!) with the staff from Home Depot. They’ll 
provide everything you need, including an apron. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: Make a List and Check it Twice, 
Thu., Nov. 15, 1 p.m. Get tips from Certified Family 
Manager Coach Cari Pemberton on menu planning, 
guest preparations, gift giving, Christmas cards, and 
decorating in time to avoid the holiday blues! No 
registration required. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Nov. 16, 10-11:30 a.m. This month’s book 
is I Feel Bad About My Neck: and Other Thoughts on 
Being a Woman by Nora Ephron. Everyone is welcome 
to attend this spirited group. Meets 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Dec. 7, noon. New 
members welcome, no registration needed. Call for the 
book title. Meets 1st Fri. each month at Palmer Lake 
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library Art Display: A Tri-Lakes ceramic 
artist displays his colorful pottery in the display case. On 
the walls, “Wonderful Wandering West” and “Botanical 
Beauty” by Laura Gangi Pond. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

For other library events, please check http://ppld.org/
communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Monument Hill Sertoma Club Breakfast Meeting, 

every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

• Al-anon/Alateen Open Parent’s Meeting: Carry On, 
every Sat., 10:30-11:30 a.m., College Room 2nd floor, 
NE corner; 1750 Deer Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit 
www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call 
the 24-hour answering service at 632-0063 (locally) or 8 
a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).

• Weekend Bike Rides, Sat., 10 a.m. for road rides; 
Sundays, 1 p.m. for mountain bike rides. Balanced Rock 
Bike Shop, 279 J Beacon Lite at 3rd St. Info: 488-9007. 

• Senior Lunches at Monument Town Hall, normally 
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1st Thu. each month 
and holidays, 166 Second St., Monument. Arrive 11:
30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for free bingo the 2nd Thu. 
each month. Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; 
Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.

• Air Force Academy Toastmasters Club, every Mon., 
5:30-6:30 p.m., California Casualty Building, 1650 
Telstar Dr. Improve your public speaking, leadership 
and meeting planning skills with Toastmasters. New 
members and visitors welcome. Info: visit 
www.d26toastmasters.org/airforceacademy or call John, 
439-3050; or Karen, 913-908-0048. 

• Al-anon/Alateen Meeting: Monument Monday 
Night Literature Study, every Mon., 7:30-8:30 p.m., 
Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 207, 1750 Deer Creek Rd, 
Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-
anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering service at 
632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-
425-2666 (nationwide). 

• Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group, 
every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second St. 
Monument. New businesses are invited to join the group 
and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-0551.

• Al-anon/Alateen Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 
9-10:10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer 
Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or 
www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering 
service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed 
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public 
speaking, leadership and meeting planning skills with 
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. Info: 

visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call Kirby, 
481-3738.

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, Tuesdays & Fridays, 
9:30 a.m., Basic Strength & Balance; 10:45 a.m. Low 
Impact Cardio & Strength. New class times: 9 a.m. & 10:
15. Monument Hill Church, 18725 Monument Hill Rd. 
YMCA members free, non-members $3 per class. Info, 
481-8728. 

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Nov. 5, 7 p.m. 
The group is temporarily moving the meeting to the 
HealthSouth Building at 3920 N. Union, Colorado 
Springs. A DVD on the disease and treatments will 
play 5-7 p.m. with the meeting starting at 7 p.m. Share 
concerns and success stories in a small group. Learn how 
you can become pain-free. Visitors and new participants 
always welcome. No charge, no products sold. Meets 1st 
Mon. each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735. 

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Nov. 6, 
6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose St., 
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1st Tue. 
each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467. 

• Senior Bingo at Monument Town Hall, Thu., Nov. 8, 
166 Second St., Monument, after the noontime senior 
lunch. Come for lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay and play. 
Free! Win prizes! Meets the 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 
Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Nov. 8, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 2nd 
Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364.

• La Leche League of Tri-Lakes, Tue., Nov. 13, 10 a.m., 
Family of Christ Lutheran Church. This worldwide 
organization provides mother-to-mother support for 
mothers who choose to breastfeed. 675 Baptist Rd. 
Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 481-2909.

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Dinner 
Meeting, Tue., Nov. 13, 6:30-9 p.m., The Place, 13990 
Gleneagle Dr. Business women building relationships in 
a social setting. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Janine 
Robertson, 266-0246 or Janine@coloradorobertsons.co
m. 

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, 
Wed., Nov. 14, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Community 
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd Wed. 
each month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-6787 or Chuck 
Eaton at 495-2443. 

• Central Colorado Wilderness Coalition 
Meeting, Thu., Nov. 15, potluck supper 6 p.m., meeting 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Beidleman Environmental Center, 740 
W. Caramillo St., Colorado Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: John Stansfield, (303) 660-5849 or e-mail 
jorcstan@juno.com.

• Palmer Lake Historical Society presents Gary 
Coleman, Thu., Nov. 15, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town 
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Doors open at 6:30, program 
begins at 7 p.m. Take a trip on the Steam Locomotive 
#844 from Denver to Salt Lake City by way of Palmer 
Lake, the Royal Gorge, and Leadville in June of 1997 
via a film presented by Coleman. He will talk about the 
workhorse steam locomotives that chugged through the 
early years of the railroads. All are welcome to this free 
program. Refreshments served. Info: 559-0837 or e-mail 
plhist@aol.com.

• Gleneagle Women’s Club Craft Fair and Luncheon, 
Fri., Nov. 16, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., The Place, 13990 Gleneagle 
Dr. The public is invited to the free annual craft fair, a 
“must attend” (and buy!) before the holiday season. A 
luncheon for members and their guests is at 11:30 a.m. 
Cost: $15, RSVP by Nov. 12 to Carol, 484-0788. 

• Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) Luncheon, Fri., 
Nov. 16, 11 a.m., D-38 Administration Building, 146 
Jefferson St., Monument. “Bon Appétit with Chef 
Franco,” an afternoon of demonstrations by Paravicini’s 
outstanding chef! Sample Chef Franco’s savory 
entrees and take home recipes to use for your holiday 
entertaining. TLWC membership is open to all women 
living in School District 38. The club sponsors the Wine 
and Roses event in October and the annual Pine Forest 
Antiques Show and Sale in April. Proceeds from these 
events benefit local nonprofit groups. RSVP: Billy 
Healy, 278-8393, or e-mail famhealy@comcast.net. 

• Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Nov. 17, 9 
a.m., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D Jackson Creek 
Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3rd Sat. each month. Info: 
Chris, 884-0832 or e-mail cabernathy@woodmoor.com. 

• Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Nov. 20, 7 
p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow Rd., 
Woodmoor. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Lindsay, 
487-9362. 

• Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Tue., Nov. 20, 6-8 
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p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer Lake. 
Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, and more.  
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Childcare available. RSVP 
to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-4221. Dixie Cannon 
at 559-2977.

• Women’s Business Owners and Managers Luncheon, 
Wed., Nov. 28, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Woodmoor Pines Golf 
& Country Club, 18945 Pebble Beach Way, Monument. 
Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 481-3282. 

• MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs 
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and kids in 
your area. Weekly activities and playgroups scheduled 
throughout the month for ages birth and up. Moms 
living in Monument and Palmer Lake contact Erin V 
at 487-8233 or erin.vineyard@gmail.com. Moms living 
in zip 80921 and parts of Black Forest contact Debbie 
at debdidovic@gmail.com or Missy at 487-7829. Visit 
www.momsclub.org for more information. 

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch, Thu., Dec. 6, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town 
Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: Kay 
Reuteler, 488-3263.

• Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Dec. 6, 7 p.m., 
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st Thu. 
each month. Info: Carolyn at 488-9791 or e-mail her at 
hockcf@aol.com. 

• First Friday Family Fun Night @ Monument 
Community Presbyterian Church, Fri., Dec. 7, 7-9 
p.m., 238 3rd St. All are invited to this new event on 
the first Friday each month–bring family, bring friends. 
Activities alternate between a family-friendly movie and 
game night. Snacks are available for a nominal fee. Info: 
481-3902. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• One-The Campaign to Make Poverty 

History, Tri-Lakes and Colorado Springs
Chapter, Sun., Nov. 4, 1:30 p.m., community room 
in Panera Bread, 7344 N. Academy Blvd, Colorado 
Springs. Learn how you can help make the world 
a better place. Add your voice to the 2.5 million 
Americans who support ONE. Info: visit www.one.org 
or e-mail amglasford@comcast.net. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Celtic band Ceol Ceili., Fri., Nov. 9, 7 p.m., Black 
Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at 
Shoup Rd., Black Forest. $5 general public, $3 Black 
Rose Acoustic Society members. Info: www.blackros
eacoustic.org or 633-3660. 

• Pine Creek Holiday Bazaar, Sat., Nov. 10, 9 a.m.-
4 p.m., Pine Creek High School, 10750 Thunder 
Mountain Ave., Colorado Springs. This annual free 
event is a fund-raiser for the Pine Creek High School 
band program. The event features crafter-artisans 
offering creative holiday gifts, live music, a bake sale, 
silent auction, and Grandma’s Kitchen! Take I-25 to 
Exit 151(Briargate Parkway), continue straight (east) 
to Powers Blvd, then left (north) to Old Ranch Road. 
Info: call 488-6517 or visit www.geocities.com/
pcbazaar. 

• Bluegrass concert at Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts 
(TLCA), Sat., Nov. 17, doors open 7 p.m. for a 7:30 
show, 304 Highway 105, Palmer Lake. Palmer Divide 
will perform their original bluegrass music. Buy 
tickets at The Wine Seller in Monument (488-3019) 
and TLCA (481-0475), cost: $12 TLCA members, 
$15 non-members. Info: www.trilakesarts.org. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society’s Thanks to our 
Members Concert featuring folk group Small 
Potatoes, Fri., Nov. 23, doors open 6:30, concert at 7 
p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black 
Forest Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. $15 general 
public, $7 BRAS members. Info: www.blackroseacou
stic.org or 633-3660.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry 
(WMMI): The Gold Assay Process–Is it Magic? 
No…Chemistry! Sat., Nov. 24, 10 a.m. & 1 p.m. 
Gold does not come out of the ground ready to wear. 
Come to WMMI to discover the fascinating process 
of how rock is turned into gold. Hands-on learners of 
all ages will crush and classify ore. This fast-moving, 
interactive “cold” assay demonstration will overview 
the math, mechanics, and chemistry of this exciting 
process. Reservations are requested. Cost: $8 adults, 
$7 Military/AAA, $6 Seniors & Students, $4 Children 
3-12, free to children under 3 & Museum Members. 
Reservations and info: 488-0880. WMMI is located at 
225 North Gate Blvd., just off of I-25 at the Gleneagle 
exit, #156A, across from the north entrance to the 

U.S. Air Force Academy. Info: phone 488-0880 or visit 
www.wmmi.org. 

• Palmer Lake’s Chili Supper, Sat., Nov. 24, 5-8:30 
p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. All 
proceeds go toward maintenance of the Palmer Lake 
Star on the mountain, which will be lit at approximately 
8 p.m. There will be door prizes and a bucket raffle. One 
lucky raffle winner will be the one to light the star! Info, 
or to donate prizes, phone 481-2953.

• Lewis-Palmer High School Band fundraiser 
“Treasures: New and Used,” Sat., Dec. 1, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Lewis-Palmer High School commons area, 1300 Higby 
Road, Monument. Free admission. Enjoy music from the 
band and home-baked goodies as you shop for treasures. 
Info: Deborah, 648-2855.

• Rocky Mountain Music Alliance Concert, Sat., Dec. 
1, 7 p.m., Forestgate Presbyterian Church, 970 
Northgate Rd., one mile east of I-25 Exit 156. This 
classical music concert features The Colorado Trio–
Michael Baron, piano; Grace Bahng, cello; and Charles 
Stegman, violin–all world-class performers. The public 
is invited to a free Master Class at the church given 
by the concert artists at 10 a.m. Cost: $15 adults, $10 
students and seniors. Info: visit www.rmmaonline.org, 
e-mail TheRMMA@aol.com, or phone Pam, 484-
0192.

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11: Veterans’ 
benefits informational program and get-together, 
Mon., Dec. 3, 6:30 p.m., The Place, 13990 Gleneagle Dr. 
Meet other veterans and learn more about the benefits 
you have earned by serving your country. Info: Jackie 
Homa, 332-4841.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI) 
Photography Exhibit:  “Changing Mines in America” 
by Peter Goin. Experience Goin’s visual and cultural 
legacy of mining landscapes throughout the United 
States. The exhibit will run through Dec. 29. WMMI is 
located at 225 North Gate Blvd., just off of I-25 at the 
Gleneagle exit, #156A, across from the north entrance 
to the U.S. Air Force Academy. Info: phone 488-0880 or 
visit www.wmmi.org.

To have your event listed at no charge in 
Our Community Calendar, please call 

488-3455, or send the information to 
our_community_calendar@hotmail.com or 
P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132.
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Support Our Community.  
Become an OCN volunteer! 

Some of our readers may not realize 
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If 
you like the contribution OCN makes to 
our community, now is the time to step 
forward and help us provide accurate 
information each month to over 13,000 
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses. 

We need additional reporters to help 
cover meetings of local governmental 
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What 
did they talk about and what did they 
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN�s
skilled copy editors will help you refine 
your article for publication. 

Like to take pictures? We need digital, 
slide, or print photos to illustrate future 
articles.  

We also need various other kinds of 
help including preparing the mailing.  

If you can spare a few hours to help 
make an important difference in our 
community, please contact John Heiser at 

719-488-3455 or  
johnheiser@ourcommunitynews.org. 

Support Our 
Community

Shop Tri-Lakes

Need temporary help?  
A day, a week, or a month?  

Why pay the high prices of a temp 
agency? -- Call the temp directly!  

Executive Assistant with 20+ years of 
experience in all phases of office work.

No job too big or too small.  
Call Suzanne at 495-6288

* Reflexology * 
(foot and hand therapy) 

Carol Mates 719-213-8262
236 N. Washington St., Downtown Monument

Gift certificates cure holiday stress 
for you and everyone on your list!

TriLakes TRAVEL
Travel globally, support locally 

MIKE & JOANNA MILLER 
(20% commission locally donated) 

* PHONE 719-213-3031 *

www.TriLakesTravel.com 
For all your event & travel needs! 

joanna@trilakestravel.com 
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BASEMENT FINISHING
* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates

�Pool hall� with an open home theater  

Whether you know exactly what you want or
don�t have a clue where to start, I can help. 

488-9812   John Bailey / Bailey Homes 
Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 

www.BaileyHomesMonument.com 

SPACIOUS OPEN & BRIGHT 2-STORY 
IN EXCELLENT CONDITION ON AN 
EXTRA LARGE LOT WITH VAULTED 
CEILINGS, OPEN FLOOR PLAN, NEW 
CARPET & PAINT! Master bedroom 
has a private bath & walk-in closet  
*  Full unfinished basement *  
2-car garage * Window coverings, 
refrigerator, stove, dishwasher & new 
garbage disposal * Clean and ready 
to occupy * Near several great parks  
* Quiet neighborhood.  $197,690 

NEW CONTEMPORARY HOME ON A STREAM! This 
modern & artistic home is tucked in the trees of 
Manitou Springs & backs to large boulders & a year 
round stream! 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 Trex decks, wet 
bar, skylights, and artistic touches throughout. Will be 
finished soon~ $499,900 

A BEAUTIFUL HOME W/ 5 
CAR GARAGE AND 
SEPARATE COTTAGE ON 
3.4 ACRES! This lovely, 
immaculate home is 
located in the gated 
community of High Forest 

Ranch. Just some of the wonderful amenities offered are soaring 
ceilings, a wall of windows, 5 CAR GARAGE, main level office, a 
romantic master suite with fireplace, sitting area & private deck, cherry 
wood floors, 3 fireplaces and a gorgeous, very private lot with tall pines 
and adjacent to a large pond. The 1 bedroom cottage offers a full 
kitchen, living room, large bedroom & bath. Must see!  $975,000 

BACKS TO 70 ACRES OF OPEN SPACE WITH ROCK 
FORMATIONS & LARGE BOULDERS ON A QUIET CUL-
DE-SAC IN THE NORTHEAST AREA. The floorplan is 
open and bright with an island kitchen, granite 
countertops, spacious master bedroom w/fireplace, 
sitting area and luxurious bath, a large dining room 
and great room area w/fireplace. The garden level 
basement is professionally finished. The large private 
deck is great for outdoor entertaining too!  $428,675 

MAKE OFFER: FABULOUS 2-STORY W/LARGE GREAT 
ROOM, KITCHEN ISLAND, AND WALK-OUT BASEMENT! 
Other amenities include an adjoining 5-piece master 
bath and walk-in closet, 31 x 15 finished rec room in 
basement with 3/4 bath, Pikes Peak views on all levels 
and professionally landscaped backyard!  $257,000 

BRING ALL OFFERS! 
ATTRACTIVE LOG 
HOME ON 5 ACRES W/ 
PIKES PEAK VIEWS! 
This ranch style home 
offers over 4,500 sq 
feet, an oversized 3 car 
garage and a huge 3 
stall barn. This great 
property is located near 

the proposed Jimmy Camp Reservoir & offers easy access to shopping, 
schools and is minutes to Colorado Springs. This home offers 3 rock 
fireplaces, 2 decks, vaulted ceilings & a great indoor workshop. The 
barn has ample room for tractor and hay storage and additional stalls if 
needed. ZONED FOR HORSES.  $317,000  

45 GORGEOUS ACRES WITH YEAR 
ROUND STREAM!!! Beautiful lot 
with trees, mountain views, and 
rock formations. This property has a 
year round stream and seasonal 
pond. Located in beautiful La Veta, 
less than 2 hours from Colorado 
Springs, and minutes from a 
beautiful 18 hole golf course. This 
great piece of land lies at the foot of 
the Spanish Peaks.  $367,000 

ON THE GOLF COURSE! This home is 
privately tucked among the flowers and 
trees adjoining the golf course. Truly a 
great location in a quiet area of Gleneagle. 
Some of the many upgrades included are 
solid stone countertops, wood floors, rock 
fireplace, beautiful patios, new roof, fresh 
paint, and so much more! $337,000  

LAND!

SPACIOUS RANCH 
STYLE 
TOWNHOME IN 
BEAUTIFUL 
UNIVERSITY 
PARK! This nearly 
new home is very 
open and bright 

offering main level living and a quiet yet convenient 
location. It consists of 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, a media 
room and a 2 car garage. The kitchen flows into the 
living and dining area with vaulted ceilings and a cozy 

fireplace.  
$261,000  

5.4 ACRES WITH WELL, MOUNTAIN 
VIEWS AND  

TOWERING PINES on a  
paved road close to  
Flying Horse and  
Pine Creek Golf  
courses!  
ZONED FOR  
HORSES   
$379,000    

LAND!

UPDATED 
MAIN 
LEVEL 
LIVING 
IN QUIET 

NEIGHBORHOOD.   This terrific ranch style home has 
fresh pain inside and out, new appliances, hot water 
heater, windows in front & redone master bath. Home 
has 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, central air, large lot & is a 
fully handicapped accessible home. $178,900 

Rex Townsley and his 
wife, Debie came to 

Abundant Life Church 
as Senior Pastors in 

August of 2004. 

�It is our desire to build 
relationships with our 
church family, teach 

and train individuals to 
answer the call of God 
to ministry, and share 
the joy of daily serving 

God.�

Abundant Life Church 
desires to be a ministry 
that expresses the love 
and nature of Jesus to 

our community. 

Sunday @ 10:00 am

245 2nd Street
Monument, CO 80132 

719-481-3214
We�re Here For You 

Our Community News
Publishes Saturday, November 3, 2007

Size: 4”x5”   
Price: $85.00
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*6.01% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) paid on balances between one penny and $50,000, and 1.01% APY paid on all 
amounts above $50,000 each cycle the minimum requirements are met. If you do not meet the requirements during a given 
cycle, you will earn the Base Rate of 0.25% APY. Rates as of October 1, 2007. We may change the dividend rate and APY 
at any time after the account is opened. Check card transactions must be signature (credit) based to qualify. No minimum 
balance required. No minimum balance to open this account. Available to personal accounts only. No monthly service 
charge. If you do not meet the requirements per cycle, your account will still function as a free checking 
account earning the Base Rate, however it will not receive ATM Refunds for that time period. **ATM refunds 
up to $25 per cycle (limited to $4.99 per item) if requirements are met. Federally insured by NCUA.
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