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Above: Lewis Palmer SERTEEN volunteer bellringers (L to R) Angie Sicola and Kimmy Hilton. Monument Hill SERTOMA and
Lewis Palmer SERTEENS 2007 Salvation Army Red Kettle Bell Ringing has begun at Monument Safeway, King Soopers, and
Wal*Mart. Last year, donations to the Red Kettles from the Tri-Lakes community were $35,553, approximately ten percent of
total Red Kettle donations made in the entire Pikes Peak region. The Salvation Army receives 100 percent of the Red Kettle
donations collected by the SERTOMA and SERTEEN volunteers. 100 percent of the funds collected from the Salvation Army
Red Kettle Campaign are used to help those in need in the Pikes Peak region. Photo by Mike Wicklund.

Authority feeling pressure to
find renewable water supply

By John Heiser

At its monthly meeting on Nov. 15, the
Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority
(PPRWA) discussed the INVenergy project
and plans to brief Colorado legislators Nov.
30.

The current members of the water au-
thority are:
* Academy Water & Sanitation District
* Cherokee Metropolitan District
* Donala Water & Sanitation District
* Town of Monument
» Town of Palmer Lake
* Triview Metropolitan District
* Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District
The Academy district announced that due
to the increase in the annual membership

fee to $25,000, they will not renew their
membership for 2008.

The authority member representatives
unanimously voted to accept membership
of the City of Fountain.

Phil Steininger, manager of the Wood-
moor district and president of the authority,
presided at the meeting.

INVenergy’s proposed

well field project
Background: At its Oct. 16 meeting, the
authority approved a non-binding coop-
eration term sheet with INVenergy for use
of water from their planned well field on
land in Douglas County owned by Spruce
Mountain Ranch & Cattle. The well field
would be located about 5 miles north of

County Line Road.

The adjudicated water rights amount
to 1,139 acre-feet (372 million gallons) per
year from the Denver aquifer, 1,081 acre-
feet (353 million gallons) per year from
the Arapahoe aquifer, and 386 acre-feet
(126 million gallons) per year from the
Laramie-Fox Hills aquifer. The total is ap-
proximately 2,600 acre-feet (850 million
gallons) per year. The water from the well
field would be delivered to the PPRWA in
the vicinity of Palmer Lake.

After using the water, the PPRWA
would guarantee to deliver an equal
amount of water to the point on Fountain
Creek where the water would be diverted
for use in the combined-cycle power plant

* INVenergy well field project cancelled 7, 72
* Triview Metropolitan District faces financial crisis 72
* BRRTA to use eminent domain for interchange project 24

* D-38 fills board vacancy 28
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to be operated by Squirrel Creek Energy  Venergy.
(SCE), a wholly owned subsidiary of IN- According to the term sheet, SCE
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OrderToGo | 481-1234

Open Daily 11:00 am

¢ 24 230 Front Street, Monument
=

www.lacasafiesta.net / WIFI Hot Spot

would pay PPRWA $155,000 for develop- would make the needed upgrades to the
ing an operating agreement and would pay = member districts’ infrastructure and sell
the operating and maintenance expenses SCE reuse water from other sources at
associated with the system. The PPRWA  cost.

WE UNDERSTAND
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RAISING A FAMILY.

We all feel the same commitment to care for our families. As
your good neighbor agent, I can help you meet your insurance
and hinancial needs, Call me today.,

Patrick Hall, Agent

581 Highway 105
Manument, CO B0132-9138
Bus: 719-481-0092
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. Over 270 Professional Real Estate Agents

« Aggressive Internet Marketing on Google, Trulia, KW,
Cyberhomes & More

Colorado Springs, CO 80921 - FREE Comparative Market Analysis
(719) 488-9099 . FREE Buyer Representation
& « FREE Home Warranty, Home Inspection or Appraisal with
RN Wikaaams purchase of a home from a KW agent (must present this ad)

Visit us at www.KwMonument.com
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According to the term sheet, the operating agreement Legislative briefing construction of new storage facilities, and investigation
is to be finalized by March 31, 2008, with delivery of water  Barber and Dick Brown, lobbyist for the authority, pre- of the potential for recharge and recovery of water in the
by January 31, 2009. sented a briefing they plan to give to Colo-

The Nov. 15 meeting: Gary Barber, manager of the au-  rado legislators at a meeting at Monument = 3
thority, presented a computer model of the proposed path  Town Hall on Nov. 30. The purpose of the ‘\Jw'l”‘l] > k Ri d l' n ‘\H’Nj >
for the water from Spruce Mountain Ranch to the Palmer  priefing is to solicit the legislators’ support || <3¢ P ea g A C a ™Y
Lake water treatment plant on Monument Creek and then  for legislation helpful in solving PPRWA @s Est. 1996 de
south to the proposed site of the power plant. member districts’ water supply issues. .8‘ http://ppra.biz ride@ppra.biz

Barber said INVenergy plans to make a presentation Some highlights of the briefing: [a W .
to the El Paso Board of County Commissioners (BOCC)  « The PPRWA is a different organization “Take Time to ~ * < r $1_4 3 6
on Nov. 26 and close on the property Dec. 7. from the El Paso County Water " Thank God for Fl'-'-: £ F g W (o]

Rick Fendel, attorney for the authority, noted that in Authority. The PPRWA is smaller Your Blessings” = ¢ ,[ -
¥ts presentation to tl}e BOCC, INVene’rgy will likely r.10t and more prOJect-orlented,. 'and is 4 16685 Roller Coaster Road, COS 80921
include the PPRWA'’s role in the project. The authority pursuing regional opportunities and L B d.
members asked Steininger to send a letter to the BOCC collaborations beyond the borders of El essons Familv = \ Horse oarding
expressing the authority’s support for the project. Paso County. :Year Round Envi Y o\ ) *On site manager
Update: Project’s future has changed: At the BOCC .« The PPRWA’s objective is to procure *GI'O“P & Private nvironmen *(?utdoor dressage &
meeting Nov. 26, the item was postponed indefinitely. At a renewable water supply. Achieving Ages 7 - Adult ORSEBACK lighted warmup
the Triview meeting on Nov. 27, it was announced that the that objective involves conservation, Cerﬂﬁ ed IHSTNCTO" RIDING PROVIDES: *aljena .
project has been canceled. For details, see the Triview ar- efficient use of local resources, and *Certified *Anxiety Outlet Lighted indoor
ticle on page 12. obtaining access to surface water. H?)l;'sleilelanshi Assoc |[*Exercise . arena

Tri-Lakes area infrastructure * Conservation will involve public || gio () NI:)w | INCREASED: Large t“““’;;

study nearly complete education and managing demand *EI? lish IE] e [[“Concentration . areas. . .Ills
Daniel Neimela of Bishop-Brogden Associates reported thrpugh efforts such as irrigation *Wegstl:rn Pi:::u:e *Balance Igorse: "I‘ralgzlng,
that the PPRWA’s study of Tri-Lakes area water infra- rationing programs. *Dressage *Small Motor SKkills Yxerc1s1tng Started
structure and what improvements are needed is nearly ~* Efficient use of local resources will & - oungsters Starte
complete. He said a draft of the report would be available involve  seeking opportunities  for We Salute Theif Bravery AMENI'H'ES' *Snacks *Refrigerator
by the end of the year, with the final report to be completed exchange and reuse of effluent from T e e e e e *Heated Lounge *Microwave
a few weeks later. the wastewater treatment plants, —
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Upper Black Squirrel alluvial aquifer

The 2004 Statewide Water Supply Initiative (SWSI)
identified urban areas of El Paso County as part of an
8,000 acre-foot shortfall in water supplies. An acre-foot
is 326,851 gallons. The 8,000 acre-foot estimate was
made prior to the announcement of plans to expand Fort
Carson.

The SWSI Phase II report released in November 2007
also highlights the long-term dilemma of non-renewable
groundwater dependency. The Arkansas basin, which
is south of the Palmer Divide, is shown with an 18,000
acre-foot gap; the South Platte basin, which is north of
the Palmer Divide, is shown with a 90,000 acre-foot
gap.

Options to address the gaps include improved
agricultural efficiency, conservation measures, reuse of
effluent, additional water storage facilities, transfer of
agricultural water supplies for non-agricultural uses, and
transfer of water between river basins.

' _i << 1846 Harley Lane
=== | $164,000 MLS # 420253
. . JUST REDUCED $5,500
. 4/2/2, 1,668 Sq Ft., Built 1980,
New furnace, H/W heater, carpet,
paint, light fixtures, and doors

View additional photos at:
www.homescolorado.com/420253

3420 Whimbrel Lane >>

2,331 Sq Ft., Close to Ft. Carson

$215,000 MLS # 495909
JUST REDUCED $15K
3/3/2 2-Story w/Mtn. Views

View additional photos at:
www.homescolorado/495909

i
-

FERTILS, Iil'_

Hire a professional
Realtor® who will

L always put your
interests first

Direct: (719) 277-9465
Cell: (719) 337-1203

Patty Meola, ABR, QSC, LHP
Accredited Buyer Representative (ABR)
Quality Service Certified (QSC)

Luxury Home Professional (LHP)

E-mail: Patty@PattyMeola.com

Search the entire MLS at:

www.PattyMeola.com

+ The PPRWA is currently considering use of satellite
well fields such as the INVenergy project and use of
agricultural water from a rotational field-fallowing
program.

The presentation concluded:

* The solution is to connect to a river and obtain a
renewable water source.

* The town of Monument is about as far as you can get
from any river in Colorado and it is uphill all the way.

1435 Cipriani Loop, Monument
(719) 488-3358 « www.gym4tykes.com

GYMETYy«ES

Winter Break Camps begin Dec. 21
Dates include Dec. 21, 26, 27, 28, and 31 and

Jan. 2, 3, and 4. Times are 9-noon and 1-4
pm. Buy 3 and get the fourth one FREE!

New session begins Jan. 7
Sign up today and get unlimited Open Gym
time.

o
% e

Preschool Fitness Program
Begins Jan. 7. Sign up your pre-
schooler for 3 hours of exhausting
fun and get unlimited Open Gym time.

It's time to plan Birthday Parties
Call today before the times fill up.

;\@9‘; Now include cotton candy with
== your party! Kids will think you rock.
You can choose different setups including
our bounce house, slide, or Thomas tunnels.
No mess for you to clean up. We do
everything!

Make Your
Ho[ivfay Outfit

= Sparkle =
With Our Beautiful
Finished Jewelry!

20% gff Reds © Greens

Coral, Green Aventurine, Serpentine,

d
|

Malachite, and more!

Pe;fect for

Holiday Gifts!

At 2 Watts Creative Center
www.BeadCorner.net
Old Town Monument
245 Jefferson St
488-0889

INFANTS

:Ho

Montessori Academy p

Highway 105 & Furrow Road, Monument

PRESCHOOL

TODDLERS

www.montessorichild.com

Ages 6 weeks to 14 years!
For more information or
enrollment, please call
719-488-8723 or visit our

website.

PRIVATE ELEMENTARY

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

TRANSPORTATION
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FACIALS of water.
Collaboration is the key to the

MASSAGE °
NAILS .
HAIR

authority’s success.
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The next meeting of the Pikes Peak Re-
gional Water Authority will be on Dec.

WAXING )
MAKEUP Ve

GIFT SETS
SPA PACKAGES
GIFT CERTIFICATES

\B ella Vi
A Natural Spa Boutique
LOCATED IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN MONUMENT

125 SECOND STREET #B

b,
719+ 487 +3123

3 GIFT CERTIFICATES AND SPA MENU AVAILABLE AT WWW.BELLA-VI.COM

CSfurkhouser s

TICome and Garden ~furniture and Accessories

Belinda. can come Lo your home Lo help you find out how much fun it
can be to hase your home come afive with your belongings before you
add anylhing new.  Sf new items are needed to complete a new look,
CSUnkhousers has become a fun place to find ol kinds of
affordable and beauliful additions for o home or garden.  Come sce
ws for a touch of “Sauthewn” haspitalily.

Retail Store:

183 Washington Street
Monument, Co. 80132
719-481-6185

% Appointments made for:

Staging, furniture placement
and accessorizing, moving-in
help, flower garden design
and much more

719.488.8814

13 at 8 a.m. at Monument Town Hall,
166 Second St. In 2008, the meetings will
normally be held on the third Tuesday at
8:30 a.m. The meeting place will typi-
cally alternate between Palmer Lake and
Monument, although other meeting places
are being considered.

W Interior Resources

in Style

Window Treatments

10% off Entire Window Treatment Order

Blinds « Shades * Draperies * More

Ovder in December - nstall in January
anol Relax for the Holidays!

(some exceptions required for longer lead time products)

Designer Showroom Open House

December 14 & 15
273 Washington « Monument

'

at-home service by leading professionals

Affordable & Pr|vate|

315 McShane, West Oak Ridge — Perfect Goetzmann home, open 32 Pineview Street Palmer Lake — Cute 3to4 bedroom 210 3

- Reduced'

All my Listings have Virtual Tours at www. AndyElllsHomes com

Reduced $20K - Backs to Open Space!

This very special one-owner home backs to open space with rock

floor plan, new carpet, new neutral paint, master bedroom with dou-
ble walk-in closets, 5 piece master bath, two other light, bright bed-
rooms plus bonus study/bedroom. Incredible landscaping. $299,000.

bath cottage located in an idyllic setting near National Forest. Beauti-
ful rock fireplace and original oak hardwood floors. Spectacular
views. $255,000. Adjoining lot only $45,000 with purchase of home.

N e |$ Millions
. 719-641-7400 | Sold in

2007!

weltfs

We can build a
Colorado Epmgnl Meeumert  quality stick-built
'ﬂlumln:-u home on your lot
| Search All Properties |  for less than $85

andyallishomeas.com

@ Prudential
Emsl anchnficsloipringi com

per sq. ft. Call me

model.

outcroppings, and Ute Valley Park. Quiet cul-de-sac location. 5 bed-
rooms and 4 baths, finished walk-out lower-level, huge fenced yard,
and 3-car garage. District 11 schools Reduced to $339 900.

1760 Moorwood Point, Village at Moorwood — No maintenance

to see our beautiful main-level living, 5 bed, 3 full baths total, huge kitchen, walkout to

private patio, formal dining could be a wonderful study. $309,900.

17855 Falrplay Way, Woodmoor — 5 bedrooms, 3 baths, hardwood
floors throughout upper living area. Central air conditioning. Over -
acre with trees on private cul-de sac. Shows beautifully. $329,900.
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The Daunting Dilemma of Driver Training (Part 2)
Passing this subject could be the difference between life and death.
By Steve Williams, Vice President, Operations, National Driver Training Institute

Last month I began this series with the “Do’s” of parent involvement in driver training
and a promise to address the “Don’ts” this month. [ am sure some of you parents thought
to yourselves, “Do hire a professional and Don’t expect me to teach my teen.” Likewise,
there were a few teens who thought, “Do hire an instructor so you Don’t have to yell.”
Hopefully, by the end of the article, you considered the possibility that you could, in fact,
survive the drive together.

2,90,

Starting out on a positive note, let’s review the “Do’s”:

* Do start with a prayer—even atheists consider prayer when riding with
a new driver

e Do remain calm—A nervous driver makes mistakes; a calm driver
makes fewer mistakes

e Do pull over for discussion—I can’t keep my eyes on the road if [ have
to look at you when you are talking.

* Do give positive reinforcement—The mistakes will be obvious, your
new driver really needs to hear about what was done correctly.

* Do know your teen’s personality—Every person is unique. Teach in a
way that is well suited for your teen to learn.

¢ Do enjoy your time together—Tell a joke, dodge a tree, have fun!

* Do leave your problems at home—Keep your focus on the task of
driving.

Any good “Do’s and Don’ts” list has to have a section of Don’ts. As you train with your
teen in the car, avoid the following common mistakes:

Don’t overload your teen. Focus on specific actions to meet specific
objectives. For instance, your first session should establish smooth
braking, smooth acceleration, and smooth steering. If you are practicing

these on private property (as you should), you will not
need to emphasize lane management or
signaling just yet.

Don’t overload yourself. Pace
yourself, you have plenty of time.
Sessions should range from 60 to 90
minutes in length. Two hours is too

much. Start in low speed/low traffic

areas and work your way up.

Don’t get in the car without a plan.

You need to know three things before you start:

1. Where are you driving?

2. What skills are you developing?

3. What minimum amount of time are you spending on each skill?

Having said that, your plan should be flexible. Your initial plan acts as a basis for
change. If your driver is not ready to practice lane changes, change your plan and work
on the preceding essentials.

Don’t keep your plan to yourself. Let your driver know what you intend to practice
up front. In another sense, give directions early. Nobody wants surprises on the road;
not you nor your teen. A last second, “turn left here” command will inevitably result in
a poorly executed left turn into oncoming traffic. It may also require a change of clothes
when you get home. Do everyone a favor and give directions early.

Since I am giving you a list of things not to do, I thought now would be a good time to
zero in on winter driving mistakes. I have constructed a list of 10 winter driving errors
you should try to avoid. This month we will cover the first 5. If you read them all, T will
treat you to a video on winter driving. Top mistakes in Winter Driving:

Remember that road conditions are at their worst the morning after the big snow.
Once the snow has had a chance to freeze and then begin to melt, the roads are at their
slipperiest. It is better to do your driving in the early afternoon than in the morning when
the ice begins to melt or in the evening when the water begins to freeze. Of course,
blizzard and white-out conditions are never safe for driving.

1. Driving too fast for conditions: Many drivers fail to remember that icy roads
demand lower speed. The speed limit regulates travel speed under normal conditions.
Winter conditions may require significantly slower speeds. National Driver Training
emphasizes skid prevention by maintaining low speeds and using control inputs (steering,

With convenient testing centers at:

=

— )

braking, and accelerating) gently. When driving significantly below the speed limit, it
is appropriate for the driver to turn on hazard lights to make the vehicle more visible
to other drivers.

2. Inappropriate braking: Stopping on ice requires nearly 7 times the distance
of stopping on clean, dry roads. Wet roads (not iced over) require almost twice the
stopping distance needed on dry roads. Drivers must remember to slow down earlier
and use gentler brake pressure to come to a complete stop. Trying to brake too quickly
over too little distance on icy roads will result in a loss of traction and, possibly, a skid.
In an emergency, your braking method depends on the type of braking technology
with which your vehicle is equipped. Most cars today are standard equipped with
an Antilock Braking System (ABS). ABS is a computerized system that measures
brake torque and controls wheel-lockup. When driving a vehicle with ABS, if you
need to stop in an emergency, apply the brakes with hard, firm pressure and maintain
until stopped. ABS will probably cause the vehicle to make some strange noises and
vibrate and it is nothing to be alarmed about; it is simply the system working as it
should. ABS also allows the driver to steer while braking. It is important to remember
that one should never “pump” ABS brakes because it confuses the computer system
and renders the brakes inefficient at best. When driving a vehicle without ABS, use
the threshold braking technique to stop quickly. The threshold braking technique
requires the driver to manage wheel lock up and should be practiced on an icy day
in an open parking lot. Using this technique, the driver applies the brakes as firmly
as possible without locking the wheels. If the driver feels the wheels lock up, he or
she should release brake pressure by a few degrees and reapply with slightly less
pressure. Again, we do not recommend pumping the brakes because pumping cuts
braking efficiency in half.

3. Inappropriate gear: Even cars with automatic transmissions have low gear
settings. When driving on ice or ice covered with snow, use the lowest gear. When
driving on melting snow or partially iced over roads, 2nd gear may be appropriate.
Wet roads with dry spots or sludge are generally safe for 3rd gear. Sharp hills and
curves will also be easier to navigate safely in low gear.

4. Over Accelerating: Drivers must remember to accelerate gently. Too much
acceleration may result in a power skid. In case of a power skid, the driver should let
up off the accelerator and turn the wheel in the direction he or she wants the vehicle
to go.

5. SKkid recovery: Most skids are caused by sudden changes in speed, sudden steering
actions, panic braking, or sudden clutch usage

(in a standard transmission) If your vehicle
has lost traction in spite of your attempts to
prevent a skid, you need to regain control as
soon as possible. Practicing skid recovery
in an open parking lot goes a long way
to preventing panic in a loss of traction
scenario. Most textbooks advise that
skid recovery requires the driver to
release acceleration or braking inputs
and steer “in the direction of the skid”.
I find it easier to remember to steer “in
the direction you want to go”. If you
vehicle is spinning to the right, turning the
wheel to the left will put you back in your original
path of travel. The vehicle may over correct and
begin spinning to the left, in which case the driver

to the right to return to the original path of travel. Continue

i

needs to counter steer
counter-steering until the desire path of travel is obtained. Apply acceleration gently
as needed once traction is reestablished.

Sometimes other measures can be taken if the driver can identify the type of traction
loss early in the process. Front wheel traction loss, also known as “understeer”, is one
such instance. Understeer is first identified visually by the driver. The vehicle will
travel straight in spite of steering input to the left or right. The weight of the vehicle
is on the back wheels pushing the vehicle forward instead of along the intended turn.
The driver may be able to regain control by bringing the weight of the vehicle to the
front tires. To shift the balance of the vehicle to the front, the driver should activate
the ABS brakes (if available). The braking action causes the vehicle load to shift
forward; lowering the hood and putting more of the weight on the front tires. If the
vehicle is not equipped with ABS, the driver should jab the brake pedal one time to
try to force the vehicle weight to the front tires. The driver should visually target his
or her desired path of travel because he/she will naturally steer in the direction he/she
is looking.

Next month I will give you some more winter driving mistakes to avoid. As always,
your questions and comments are welcome. Just send an e-mail to:

HSLDACOLUMN @NationalDriverTraining.com

And be sure to check out this months video clip at:
www.USDriverTraining.com/DriverEdColumn2.php

For more information about driver education or the National Driver Training Institute,
please visit our website at www.NationalDriverTraining.com or call toll free 1-800-
942-2050.

14311 E.4th St 4432 Austin Bluffs Pkwy 1040 S. Raritan St 478 Malley Dr 17727 Cottonwood Dr
Aurora, CO 8001 | Colorado Springs, CO 80918 Denver, CO 80223 Northglenn, CO 80233  Parker, CO 80134
303-343-8100 719-266-4700 303-922-1000 303-255-2675 720-876-0400

Driving skills tests are subject to availability.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S

Report to the Community * December 2007

Dear Lewis-Palmer Patrons:

The recent election results present Lewis-Palmer School District with some very challenging
decisions. | would like to take a moment to (1) review some key elements on what it takes to
create the high-quality schools that we are accustomed to and (2) discuss the next steps for our
District.

First and foremost, we have high expectations for all students within our District, and these
students must be supported by excellent teachers. Did you know that 58% of our teachers have
a Master’s Degree and that 100% of our teachers are “highly qualified” as identified by the No
Child Left Behind Act2 Our teachers are integral to the sophisticated instructional programs that
we as a District provide, including (but not limited to) gifted education; RTI (targeted assistance
for students falling behind); AP (Advanced Placement); English language learners; special
education; co-curricular activities; current curriculum materials; and technology programs and
systems.

In addition, outstanding core academic offerings including visual, musical and performing
arts are offered to our students from preschool through high school, and Lewis-Palmer School
District is consistently rated in the top 10% of school districts in Colorado, as evidenced by
CSAP and ACT scores, and other indicators such as AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress). LPSD is
also proud to report that $8.5 million in scholarships were offered to our high school students
last year; eight seniors were awarded military appointments; three bands qualified for state
competition; and all four of last year’s high school drama performances sold out in less than
two days.

Our District’s ability to hire and retain outstanding educators and provide exceptional
educational opportunities for our students relies heavily on the support of our community
through property taxes.

Our community continues to grow, and Lewis-Palmer High School continues to be significantly
over crowded. As a result, our community voted last year to fund the building of a new high
school, Palmer Ridge, on the north end of the District; however, this year, voters did not pass the
MLO request for additional operating funds/increased teacher salaries on the November ballot.
As a result, the District must now modify a budget that currently funds the operations of eight
schools to support nine schools beginning next fall. The process will include the examination of
many alternatives, with the final decisions to be made by the Board of Education.

Questions like the following are important, and yet become more difficult to answer as we move
forward:

* How do we continue in our tradition of being a community with excellent schools?

* How do we place the best instructors with our children?

* How do we continue to provide sophisticated educational programs for our children?

The next few months will be filled with hard decisions, as we look ahead to our District’s future
and the impacts it will have on our children’s educational opportunities.

| will continue to provide updates to the community as we move forward through this process.
Dr. Raymond H. Blanch
Superintendent of Schools

Upcoming Superintendent’s Coffee

Tuesday, December 18, 2007
9:00-11:00 a.m. at Serrano’s in Monument

update
In Pursuit of Excellence

Announcing... The First Issue
of LPSD’s “Learning Points”
Course Catalog!

Lewis-Palmer School District is excited about
the debut of its newest community service,
“Learning Points” — a course catalog of class
offerings for the whole community.

Classes have been divided into five sections:

Visual & Performing Arts (with courses
such as Pottery, Photography and Theatre);

Global Awareness (with courses such as
Sign Language and Spanish);
Business & Technology (with courses

such as Communications and Internet
Basics);

Health & Wellness (with courses such
as Country Line Dancing and Senior Fitness
Classes); and

Family Connections (with courses such

as Planning for College and Family Science
Labs).

These classes are taught by many area
teachers and community members. Look
for the catalog in today’s OCN paper, The
Tribune, and other locations around town!

v LEARNING #a

“POINTS ™

Community Classes * Winter 2008

! -
Family A ‘-.
Connections

Visual &
Performing Arts

b
Global
Awareness

" Health &
Wellness

". Lgiﬁ

Classes for the whole community brought to you by Lewis-Palmer School District #38

The mission of Lewis-Palmer School District's Community Schools Program
is to support the LPSD community by promoting partnerships to improve
student learning, promote strong families, and support healthy communities.

Visit Lewis-Palmer School District #38 on the web at www.lewispalmer.org to find out more!
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By Susan Hindman
As expected, rates are going
up starting Jan. 1, 2008. The
Academy Water and Sanitation
District board approved a much-
needed increase in water rates

Academy Water and Sanitation District, Nov. 7

Rate, service fee increase approved

and service fees during discus-
sions about the 2008 budget;
notices will be sent to residents
in November.

The service fee increase of
$10 is actually a reinstatement

of a charge that had been reduced
six years ago. It covers operations
of water and wastewater ser-
vices. Water rates will go up $1
per 1,000 gallons. The average
home uses 5,000 gallons, so the

to bo rtistic

366 Second Street (at the corner of Beacon Lite)—the gateway to historic downtown Monument
ell 719.488.2506 * <liop orline www.shopsecondstreetart.com
Dpu 6}1lnndagf%’atut‘dag 10am to 5:30pm
Exteded %uolidagj SHours Open until 7:00pm the week before Christmas
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|
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|
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monthly bill will increase at least
$15 a month.

The increase was necessary
to cover the shortfall in the bud-
get and pay for future repairs and
facility improvements. The dis-
trict’s auditor had criticized the
board this year for selling water
at less than it costs to produce it.

PPRWA dues
The board decided it could not
afford to renew full membership
in the Pikes Peak Regional Water
Authority, a group composed
of area water providers that ad-
dresses water supply issues in the
region. Academy board President
Richard DuPont said the board
hopes the authority will consider
letting the district join as an asso-
ciate member in 2008 for $5,000,
the amount the district paid this
year that is being set aside for
next year. Membership dues were
increased to $25,000 for all dis-
tricts, no matter the size.

Option to Donala

merger presented
Civil engineer Fred Ladd of Ladd
International had been asked to
come up with some numbers for
building a facility that would
treat ammonia in the wastewater,
which the current system cannot
do but will be required to do by
2010. Ladd brought drawings of
plans for building a sequencing
batch reactor, using the existing
facilities as much as possible.

He cautioned that the final
numbers will be hard to pin down.
The site application process and
permits are costly and take time,

possibly a year, equipment might
take several months to arrive,
and the cost of everything will
continue to increase dramati-
cally. Once construction begins,
it would take at least a year to
complete. During that time, the
district would use the dry lagoon,
since the new operations would
sit where the currently active
lagoons are. In addition, once the
facility was up and running, staff
would need to be hired to staff it
continuously.

Ladd estimates the cost of
building and operating such a fa-
cility would be roughly $678,300.
Merging with Donala Water and
Sanitation District would cost
$800,000.

Meanwhile, some members
of the board were planning to
meet on Nov. 14 with Donala’s
engineer to discuss the numbers
involved with a possible merger.

Well 1 isn’t working
Operator Jerry Jacobson reported
that Well 1 “trips out when
started,” so it can’t be used. It’s
possible that the 3-year-old well’s
pump will have to be replaced.
The district has three wells. The
two shallow ones are Well 1 (the
newest well) and Well 3. The pri-
mary water sources, however, are
Wells 2 and 3, so water supply is
not an issue.

sttt skt skok
The Academy board meets at 7
p-m. the first Wednesday of every
month at the fire station on Sun
Hills Drive. The next meeting is
Dec. 5.

The =& House

Phone: (719) 314 9447
Website: theabchouse.net

Mom's Morning Dut every Thursday & Friday 3:30 to
12:30pm/$20 multi child discount available.

Flexible child care with advanced reservations and very

reasonable rates.

Call to schedule a preview of the home and interview with

the care provider.

Enjoy a Fox Meadow Christmas Season

Hear Our Special Series
on a ‘Christmas Carol’

The three Sundays leading up to Christmas will each
feature the significance of a different Christmas Carol

to our faith this holiday season.

Sundays @ 10:00AM

Prairie Winds School

in King’s Deer

Fox %

MEADOW

CHURCH

Complete gervice
comes to youl!

(719) 487-9119

gservice@turbosrv.com

Awnings, Appliances,
Electrical, Solar, LP, Plumbing,
Satellites, AV, Hydronic, Parts
& Accessories, Trailer Brakeg

& Lighting, and more...
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TAEKWONDO
CENTER

Due to the overwhelming support
of this wonderful community,

we have outgrown our existing
space! The U.S. Taekwondo Center
is proud to announce the Grand
Opening January 2008 of our NEW
9,000 sq. ft. BUILDING next to Wal-
Mart.

We are honored to be a part of
such a great community! Thank
you for all of your support!

The first 25 spaces were filled in
just a few weeks! There are 25
spaces remaining.

50% OFF Tuition?

First 50 25 new members only
with this coupon. Good through December 31, 2007.

www.coloradoblackbelt.com
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By Jim Kendrick
On Nov. 8, rate consultant Roger
Hartman recommended a new
service rate model and that the
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation
District Board initiate a series of
7.5 percent raises to cover rapidly
rising projected costs for obtain-
ing and storing new sources of
surface and groundwater in the
near future. All board members
were present.
Rate proposal calls for

several annual increases
Hartman said he had been gath-
ering data for eight months to
prepare a proposal for user fees

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District Board, Nov. 8

Rate increases to pay for alternative water sources

that produced enough revenue to
ensure fiscal stability during con-
tinued district expansion while
promoting wise use of water
resources by district customers.
He said his draft rate structures
would meet the state’s test for
being reasonable, rational, and
related to the costs for providing
water and sanitary sewer service.
They are based on a growth rate
of about 92 single-family equiva-
lent residential taps per year.
Hartman proposed that
rates should increase uniformly
at 7.5 percent per year through
2015. Due to planned construc-
tion costs of about $22 million

in 2012, the district would have
to seek a general obligation or
revenue bond issue of about $8
million that year. A reserve of
about $14 million would be ac-
cumulated by 2012 to pay the
remainder of the cost.

Hartman also proposed three
rate structure change options to
more equitably allocate operat-
ing costs between residential and
commercial users while strongly
encouraging water conservation
through tiered rates for heavier-
than-average use. There was a
lengthy technical discussion of
how the various rates have influ-
enced customers in other districts

where Hartman has been a con-
sultant.

The board approved an in-
crease for residential users, mak-
ing up more than 90 percent of
the number of district accounts,
beginning on Jan. 1 with three
tiers of rates. It passed by a vote
of 4-1, with Wyss opposed. Cur-
rent water rates have nine tiers to
discourage high use. Rates for the
50 commercial customers that
provide about 10 percent of the
district’s use revenue will also be
subject to the 7.5 percent overall
increase.

A decision on changing rates
for Lewis-Palmer School District

.1
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Decorating your home for the holidays is now easier, thanks
to great savings on select Hunter Douglas window fashions,

want to spread the holiday cheer w every room in your home.

Lusminatio™ Privacy Shodrs
S100 robalo per unit, 2 unit modmum.

Lo Dress every room
(n its /zoizday b&f‘[

With =0 many elegant styles and colors to choose from, you'll

Don't dt‘lii'!u'. Offer ends soon.

December 15, 2007
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Call today to schedule
your FREE in-home
consultation

719-487-9955
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Siinouaite” Window Shadings
550 rebate por unit, & unit medmeEm

38 and Colorado Pines Country
Club for non-potable water was
deferred to gather additional in-
formation. The new rates will be
posted on the district’s Web site
early in 2008 and enclosed in the
January billing.

Costs, revenues on track
Jim Wyss reported that costs and
revenues, other than construc-
tion, were tracking very closely
with the mid-year revisions the
board had previously approved.
Only about $500,000 of the $2.5
million for construction had been
spent. District Manager Phil
Steininger said the rest of the
appropriated but unspent money
was for the delayed Well 20 proj-
ect. Most of that funding will
now be rolled over to 2008.

Joint Use Committee

report

Director Benny Nasser reported
that Monument Sanitation Dis-
trict Manager Mike Wicklund
had negotiated an agreement with
Monument Town Manager Cathy
Green and Public Works Director
Rich Landreth to begin treating
town drinking water with caustic
soda to try to reduce the amount
of copper leached from residen-
tial and commercial water pipes
into that district’s wastewater.

Woodmoor has treated its
drinking water with caustic
soda for over 10 years and has
significantly lower copper con-
centrations in its wastewater
than Monument and Palmer Lake
Sanitation Districts.

Public Works is expected
to have the treatment equipment
installed and on line by January.
The town and the Monument
Sanitation District will each pay
half of the installation costs, ex-
pected to be no more than a total
of about $70,000.

Nasser noted that the Joint
Use Committee would approve
its 2008 budget at the regular
monthly meeting to be held on
Dec. 11. The committee will hold
its annual meeting on Dec. 20 at
the Monument Sanitation District
office, where all the directors of
each of the three districts attend
to discuss long-term issues.

Manager’s report: Steininger
said he would discuss water re-
source issues and strategies and
personnel issues at the end of the
meeting in executive session.

Operations  Superintendent
Randy Gillette said the district
was operating entirely on sur-
face water at a rate of about 350
gallons per minute from Lake
Woodmoor, which amounts to
about 34 million gallons per
month. The district is making
better progress on its flushing
program than expected, and it
should be concluded within an-
other two weeks.

Civil Engineer Jessie Shaffer
said the construction contract for
Well 20 had been finalized and
signed by the district. A notice to
proceed was issued for both por-
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tions of the project — the transmission line
for the well and the Congressional sewer
replacement. A pre-construction meeting
was scheduled with the contractor for the
following week, and construction work
was to begin in about two weeks.

The applications for an environmental
404 permit for the infiltration galley of the
Monument Creek exchange improvements
are being processed by Army Corps of En-
gineers and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Once the permit is issued by the Corps, the
repairs will be initiated immediately.

Construction contractor URS is com-
pleting its stability analysis and revising
the cost estimate for the Lake Woodmoor
dam. Cornerstone Boundary Consultants

is completing the required survey of the
site. URS will then submit the design and
specifications for the dam repair to the
state dam inspection office in Pueblo.

Subdivision infrastructure construc-
tion is progressing normally in Knollwood
Village Filings 1 and 2 for a looped water
main. Misty Acres and Village Center at
Woodmoor Filing 2 are nearing condi-
tional acceptance following completion of
corrections required by the district.

Steininger said the district had filed
its adjudication plan for groundwater for
several areas included since 1998. Some
restrictions will limit where wells can be
drilled to gain access to the adjudicated
water in the Arapahoe aquifer.
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Yule Log Pot Luck Dinner

Palmer Lake Town Hall
Please bring a pot luck dish to share
and place settings for your family
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Annual Yule Log Hunt
Sun., Dec. 9, 1 pm g

Palmer Lake Town Hall

* The person who finds the Yule Log rides
the log as it is hauled back to Town Hall.
* The winner also receives the first cup of
* wassil. Those not participating in the hunt can en]oy Christmas
carols and stories told by storyteller John Stansfield!
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2008 budget hearing held
A public hearing was held on the draft
2008 budget. There were no public com-
ments. A vote on the final 2008 budget will
be held at the next meeting on Dec. 13.

After a lengthy final review of all the
changes proposed for the district’s person-
nel policy manual proposed by Steininger
and the district’s attorney, Erin Smith, over
the past year, the board unanimously ap-
proved the amendments.

Help ¥;|

g Donate to the

£ Firefighters' "Fill
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Lakes Cares make
i a little brighter for families in need!

& the Boot" Campaign!

The meeting went into executive ses-
sion at 4:30 p.m. No board decisions or
votes took place after the meeting returned
to regular session for adjournment

seskeskoseoskokskeskoksk
The next meeting will be held at 1:30 p.m.
on Dec. 13 at the district conference room,
1845 Woodmoor Drive. Meetings are nor-
mally held on the second Thursday of the
month at 1 p.m. Information: 488-2525.
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& Fri., Dec. 7, 3-5 pm &

« Sat., Dec. 8, 10 am-2 pm
« at the fire stations at 18650 W.
« Hwy 105 & 1855 Woodmoor Dr.

Or... Donate a Ham!

Mail a check ($28 for each 42 pound g:
ham) payable to Tri-Lakes Cares, PO.

[3)

& * Box 1301, Monument, CO 80132. Please write "Holiday ﬁg
«”? Hams" in the memo area. For every 4 hams donated, %

Schwan s will donate one ham. Questions? Call Carl o

m Fox at 964-2327.
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Reserve your 2008 Wedding during January
or February and receive an additional

3200.00 Print Credit
OR

2 - 7%7 40 page Coffee table Parent Books.

www.LifeLongPhotography.com 719.375.3492

. Sewier

7
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ray@lifelongphotography.com
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Triview Metropolitan District Board, Nov. 27

Triview board raises rates; faces financial challenges

By Jim Kendrick

On Nov. 27, the Triview Metropolitan District Board elect-
ed director Bob Eskridge to replace former president Steve
Stephenson. District Manager Larry Bishop presented the
difficulties the district will have in developing its 2008
budget after all four of its ballot initiatives to increase
revenues with new impact fees were voted down on Nov.
6. All board members were present.

Vice President Joe Belzer presided at the begin-
ning of the meeting. The board unanimously approved
Eskridge as the new president after Director Julie Glenn
declined a nomination for the position. Belzer advised
the board that he wished to step down as vice president.
Glenn advised the board that she wished to step down as
secretary/treasurer. Director Joe Martin was unanimously
appointed vice president. Director Mark Veenendaal was
unanimously appointed secretary/treasurer. Eskridge pre-
sided over the remainder of the meeting.

Manager’s report

Bishop recognized district operations and maintenance
manager Steve Sheffield had passed his “B” level water
and wastewater certification exam on his first try, calling
it a “monumental achievement.” Bishop said Sheffield
would begin studying for his “A” certification. Eskridge
told Sheffield this was “outstanding” news. Sheffield was
“excused” from the rest of the meeting as a “reward,” to
much laughter.

Bishop proposed that the next board meeting be held
at 5 p.m. on Dec. 11 so that the final 2008 budget, appro-
priation, and mill levy can be approved and forwarded to

the state’s Department of Local Affairs (DOLA) by the
Dec. 15 deadline. The board unanimously approved.

District Administrator Dale Hill reported that she and
Bishop had determined that costs for substitute habitat for
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse should be re-allocated
from the district’s enterprise fund to the general fund.

Hill said one residential tap fee was received from
Classic Homes for Sanctuary Pointe. A commercial tap
fee was received from Walgreen’s in the Monument Ridge
center.

Hill reported three unusually high expenses for the
month. The Jackson Creek crosswalks were repainted with
thermoplastic paint at a cost of about $34,000. Total street
repair costs for the month were about $60,000. The A-4
well house insulation was upgraded with sprayed-in foam
to prevent rodent infestation and related health problems.

Water production accountability remains at a very
high 95 percent and about 400 acre-feet of water had been
pumped through the end of October. Consumption and
pumping are dropping due to colder weather.

Revised agreement

with Monument approved

The board unanimously approved a revised intergov-
ernmental agreement with the Town of Monument for
operations and maintenance services being provided by
the town’s Public Works Department. The base rate for
services in 2008 will be $16,082 per month. The total cost
is $192,984. The town will begin servicing the district’s
wastewater collection system in addition to the water
system.

Thank yow to-all of owr generows contiributors
for o most successful “Wine & Roses” event!

Bella Casa

The Wine Seller

Classic Homes

Amuze' Bistro

Charlie Brown's Good Time Travel

Prickly Pear

What's In Store

Margo's On The Alley

The Love Shop

Centa Continental Floral Exchange

Big City Burrito

Big O' Tires

Rocky Mountain Car Wash & Oil
Change

Great Clips

Salon 105

La Casa Fiesta Mexican
Restaurant

Bayou BBQ Restaurant

Wild Buffalo Wings

Pinz Bowling Center

Anytime Fitness

King's Deer Golf Club

Grayson's Pineview Inn

B & E Restaurant

Bodhicitta Bakery

MasterBilt Homes, Inc.

Eagle Wine and Spirits

Skin Deep Colorado

Covered Treasures Bookstore

Expressions Salon

Smith Colorado Lighthouse

What About Dinner?

Décor & You

Janine's Scrap & Stamp Studio

FabriCAKEtions

Juice Plus

Two Timers Consignment

Pilates for Health

Chili's Monument Marketplace

Camp Bow Wow

Wag N' Wash

Gifts In A Box

Hewlett Packard

It's A Grind

Farmers Insurance

Edible Creations

High Country Home & Garden

A Peizza

Liquor Mart

ERA Shields Real Estate

Boutique Beads

Silpada Jewelry

Santa Fe Jewelry

Silver Serpent

Black Forest Jeweler

Couture

Annie's At Plum Creek

Cabi Consultant

Doncaster

Bella Panini

Dept. Athletics, USAF Academy

Bella Vi Spa

Fitness Architects

Patty Jewett Golf Course

Mark Kirkland Photography &
Design

MisBehaven

Shelly's Hair Boutique

The Crescent Lily Inn

The Catbird Seat Tea House

Woodmoor Pines Golf and Country
Club

Yolanda's Touch

William-Sonoma

Wal Mart, Monument Marketplace

Kohl’s, Monument Marketplace

The Gazette

Tylka Advanced Window Cleaning

Champ's Restaurant

The Little Flower Shop

Villa Décor

Mary Kay

The Colorado Springs Chorale

The Inn At Palmer Divide

It's a Grind Coffee House,
Monument Marketplace

Monument Safeway

Monument King Soopers

Domino's Pizza, Monument

Russell Stover Candies

Villa Décor, Palmer Lake

"Eclectic" Rose Arrangements by
The Little Flower Shop,
Monument

Bryson Insurance Agency

Monument Custom Design

Funkhouser, Inc.

Serrano's Coffee Company

Stampin' Up!

Uppercase Living

Tri-Lakes Center For The Arts

Monumental Miniatures

The Palmer Lake Police
Department

EE I SR S A R

Barbara and Nick Dienes

Louise Watson

Donna Barenkamp

Mary Ann Trifiletti

Elly Hostetler

Ad Gerathy, Jr., DMD

Barbara Roeming

Sherry & Bill Sieg

Joseph Bohler

Susan Miner

Sherry Hunt

Tim Hilton

Marlice Van Zandt

Dan Fraley

Sandy Feldkamp

Robert J. Maixner, A.I.A.

Kendell Vliet

Sally Mikkelson

Theresa Lee’s TLWC Book Club

Louise Watson’s TLWC Tea Group

Carol Mates

Mary Zalmanek

Tobey Henry

Pam Bartlett

Peggy & Gary Wilmoth

Geri & Mike Connors

Gail Wittman

Patrice Stevens’ TLWC Wine
Tasting Group

Judy Lyle

Joann Schuh

Barbara Lynette

Vivian DeLano’s TLWC Knotty
Pines Group

Theresa & Andy Lee

Teri Adams-Fjellman

Ruby Toussaint

Nancy Moeglein

Eldon Warren, The Artist

Maggie Williamson, Balancing Act
Bookkeeping Services

Sharon McCall, Wells Fargo Bank

Greg Carrigan, CPA, On Point Tax
Consulting, Inc.

Nancy Iverson-Herbert, CPA

Fappy Holidays!
from the
Iui-Lakes
Wemen's Clube

Rate increases approved
The board unanimously approved a 10 percent water rate
increase for 2008 to cover operating costs. The basic water
rate was increased from the current rate of $10 per month
to $11 for a standard residential 3/4” tap. He added that
Triview’s water rates are neither the highest or lowest
within the Tri-Lakes region.

Bishop noted that at the Oct. 23 meeting he had pro-
vided OCN a table that incorrectly listed the current base
rate as $8.17. This incorrect rate of $8.17 was published
on page 20 of the Nov. 3 edition of OCN. The error made
the rate increase appear to be a much higher percentage
increase (32 percent) than the actual 10 percent rise.

The average sewer rate will increase from $32.66 to
$37.62. Bishop noted that a minimum average of $35 per
month is required to break even on the district’s direct
costs for wastewater treatment. This is also the minimum
average rate that allows the district to sustain the mini-
mum reserve required by the Colorado Water Resources
and Power Development Authority as a condition for their
loan to the district for expansion of the Upper Monument
Creek Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility.

These sewer rates remain the highest rates in the
Tri-Lakes region. Bishop said these rates are higher due
to a relatively fewer number of taps compared to the other
districts providing sewer service.

Bishop said that if the amended tiered water rate
structure did not discourage excessive watering of land-
scaping, the board can increase the rates for the higher
usage tiers later in 2008.

The board unanimously approved a resolution includ-
ing the following new service charges commencing Janu-
ary 1, 2008:

Water
Base rate increase from $10.00/month to $11.00/month per
SFE for a %4 meter

Todd Manning

“Your Tri-Lakes Handyman”

e  Repairs and Maintenance

e  Gazebos, Trellises, Arbors

e  Home Improvement: Small or Large
e Remodeling

Integrity, dependable, work guaranteed. I’'m a family man and
I'love indoor and outdoor projects, creating beauty, solving
problems, or simply helping people out where they need it.

Call now for a free quote - (719) 210-1108

Quality Auto Collision & Paint Repair

Honest & Friendly
FREE Estimates
Insurance Approved
Free Towing

Hail Repair
Lifetime Warranty

stevesautoworks.co

Steve’s Auto Works 719-495-4508

12615 Porcupine Lane, Take Shoup 1.5 miles E. of Vollmer

Piano Lessons

A distinctive environ-
ment for learning.
Now accepting

= —— W students.
Call Pam Brunson 484'0 1 92

Dan Elders

P0. Box 652
Monument, CO 80132
719.650.4249

Fire Proofing

Free Estimates (Of Course)
Since 1995

AVGR
SQUIRREL

TREE SERVICE
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17 from  $19.61 to $21.57

11/2” $39.20 $43.12

2” $79.34 $87.27

3” $186.24 $204.86

47 $343.07 $377.38

6” $823.37 $905.71

8” $1976.05 $2173.66
Volume charge increase as follows:

0-6,000 gal. from  $2.61 to $2.87
6,001-20,000 gal. $3.27 $3.60
Over 20,000 gal. $4.76 $5.24
Commerical/Industrial ~ $3.01 $3.31
Wastewater

Base rate increase from $17.00/month to $20.40/month per
SFE for a %, meter

17 from  $33.88 to $40.66
1 $67.77 $81.32

2 $137.22 $164.66
3” $321.88 $386.26
4 $592.93 $711.52
6” $1,423.04 $1,707.65
8” $3,422.05 $4,106.46

Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority report:

INVenergy project cancelled
The board unanimously approved the application by the
town of Fountain to join the Pikes Peak Regional Water
Authority.

Bishop reported that the proposal by INVenergy to
build a well field near Spruce Mountain to provide water
for a Squirrel Creek power plant southeast of Fountain
had been dropped. INVenergy was purchased by Excel
Energy and Excel does not want to build that power plant.
The Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority (PPRWA) had
planned to use some of the Spruce Mountain water and
substitute this water in Monument Creek with excess ef-
fluent from wastewater facilities.

Bishop noted that PPRWA annual dues had been stan-
dardized at $25,000 per district. He added that because of
the financial constraints the district now has, that Triview
may wish to withdraw as a dues paying member. He noted
that there would be a high financial penalty when the dis-
trict rejoins PPRWA as a full member later to gain access
to renewable water. He said he planned to continue attend-
ing PPRWA meetings as “part of the public” until Triview
can afford membership payments in the future. Bishop
added that Triview membership is critical to the effec-
tiveness of PPRWA when it is time to purchase renewable
water resources.

Car wash contract approved
The board unanimously approved a contract with The
Monument Carwash for a single bay automatic car wash
that will be attached to the Grease Monkey building cur-
rently under construction in the Monument Marketplace.
Some of the terms in the contract are:

“Triview will lose tap fees and impact fees equivalent
to one single family unit or the sum of nineteen thousand
five hundred fifty dollars ($19,550). In addition, Triview
has to be compensated for the value of securing one half-
acre foot (.5) of renewable water at a cost of $14,000 per
acre-foot for a total of $7,000.00. Car Wash therefore
agrees to pay to Triview the total sum of twenty six thou-
sand five hundred fifty dollars ($26,550) at the time of the
issuance of a building permit plus all applicable tap and
impact fees for the Car Wash.”

“Car Wash agrees to reclaim 75% to 80% of its water
usage and further agrees to limit its annual usage to not
more that 100,000 gallons annually from January 1 to
December 31 of each year. At any time that this usage is
exceeded by Car Wash, the District may terminate water
service for the remainder of the year.”

Plans to build a new water tank and
expand water treatment plant B in

Sanctuary Pointe modified

Classic Homes does not plan to build houses in the de-
velopment for 2-3 years and the tank could not be leak
checked while remaining empty. Deductions proposed
by Weaver General Construction Company of Englewood
are about $62,000 in 2008 and $84,000 in 2009. Donala
will provide supplementary water during expansion of the
plant through interconnections at Gleneagle Drive and
Jackson Creek Parkway. Triview will replace all the water,
gallon for gallon, after the construction is completed. The
22-week project will be initiated as soon as the district
gets approval from regional building so construction is
completed before the summer peak usage.

Wastewater plant loan application rejected
Bishop said the loan application for an additional loan of
about $2 million from DOLA for the increased costs of the
wastewater treatment facility had been rejected. Bishop

said that the district’s draft credit report from DOLA indi-
cated that the district did not have the money to pay back
the loan, due to the downturn in the real estate market and
lack of expected tap fees. Currently, all mill levy revenues
must be applied to repaying bonds issued by the district in
2003 and 2006. All other financial assets can be used to
repay DOLA however.

Bishop proposed that the board consider moving some
of the district’s allocated assets and debt out of the enter-
prise fund to the general fund to make the enterprise fund

look “more attractive” to bond attorneys. Bishop also said
that the district’s auditor advised that loss of the district’s
enterprise status for 2007 may be reversible based on what
the bond attorneys are now saying. However, Bishop added
that the district still does not have enough revenues to pay
for the additional loan or the current DOLA loan.

Bishop said that the board could alternatively con-
sider increasing the mill levy without voter approval to
cover the debt service from 25 mills. “I do believe we can
go as high as 62 mills.” He added, “Politically it may not

000000000000000000000000000000000000
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Toys 4 Fun has 2,500 square feef of SAFE foys

* Lego * Playmobil * Schleich * Bruder Trucks * Darda * Educational Toys * Science and 0
Magic * Thomas the Tank  Groovy Girls  Corolle Dolls  Calico Critter » Charm-it Jewelty + ®
* Classic Wooden Toys  Stuffed Animals * Ravensburger
Webkinz * Babies First Gift
o Birthday Cards * Free Gift Wrapping * and Much More!

0 487 - ’955 Mon. thru Fri. 10—6, Sat: 10-5

0 155 Jefferson St.—Historic Downtown Monument
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call Me!

Great Gleneagle Home!! Cul-de-sac location
backing to open space and pond! 4 bd., 2.5 ba.,
formal living room and dining room, eat-in
kitchen, family room with fireplace, new deck,
and hot tub. Fenced and landscaped yard. Only
$229,900!

entrances for

for only $259,900!

Commercial building in Palmer Lake!!
Located on Highway 105. Two separate

two

Approximately 1,380 sq. ft. in great condition.
Newly remodeled. Ample parking. A great buy

Best home in Jackson Creek!! Great Keller
home with views! 4 bd., 2.5 ba., formal living
and dining rooms, large kitchen, family room
with fireplace, hardwood floors and tile counter-
tops. Large landscaped backyard. Only
$279,900!

small  businesses.

The Best Location in Woodmoor!! Over 3/4-
acre treed lot. 5 bd, 3 ba, great room, formal
dining room, large eat-in kitchen, finished lower
level, 2 fireplaces, fully landscaped yard with
hot tub. Recently remodeled. Only $369,900!

Elegant custom home in Woodmoor! Over The Perfect Palmer Lake Home! Walk-out
4200 sq. ft. home on .64 acre lot, trees, great rancher, over 3800 sq. ft., 5 br, 3.5 ba, large great
views of Pikes Peak! 4 br, 2.5 ba, large master room, formal dining room, gourmet kitchen, fin-
suite, 3 main level bedrooms, gourmet kitchen, ished walk-out lower level with 2" master suite,

1,026 sq. ft, garage. Only $449,000!

rec rm with fireplace. Views! Only $449,900!

Thinking of selling your home? call"Me! HJ'W

- for a FREE MARKET Analysis ~
\call Today! for2 AmsﬂmmpmmucmmmmMmS"‘

l:lﬂll.l".'lr'l':f in Monument ® Palmer Lake ® Woodmoor ® Black Forest m Gleneagle
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Th e h 0“ d ays Shari Blake Pet Services
! _::_; A Licensed Veterinary Technician™ |
i"ﬁ“ are here! It's a ‘ (719) 488-6593 h
"',?#OJ . gr e a* fim e *‘or CARING FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS WHEN YOU’'RE AWAY
Guitar Lessons! Monument "Painting
. . . -  Dntevior ~ Sxterior
Holiday Gift Certificates: N AUL size jobs
Four 1-hour lessons $140 S Competitive vates
Spruce up your house £or the Hlolidays!
All Ages * All Levels  All Styles Call Phil at 484 0478

Graduate of the prestigious Ilanit Bennaim
Guitar Institute of Technology Re""';“afe B;‘;:[ey:;ssé;cjate
R . ervece w eqriy
in Hollywood with 20 years' % 7199 3256975 Direct
Teaching Experience WILLIAMS. eeer 2157738 Fax

[

An Independent Member Broker

Ca" Mike a* 487'8435 www.Buylfllf:jlts@:l(lvv\(;ictzl;}anit.com

Thinking Real Estale? Call Ilandd

Congratulations to

State Representative Amy Stephens
For Being Honored by the

Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce
As the

2007 Legislator of the Year

And For Being Honored as the

2007 “Common Sense in the Courtroom”

State Representative . .
Amy Ste,‘?hens (R) Legislative Award from

House District 20 .. .
Colorado Civil Justice League

Proud to Serve YOU in Northern El Paso County!

Paid for by the Committee to Re-Elect Amy Stephens, Andrew Ogan, Treasurer

WWW.AmyStephensgHD20.com

ocally Owned & Operated

Growing with the area for the
past 8 years - Thank You!

Since 1997 P 0. Box 88120 * Black Forest, CO 80908

We Want Your Trash!!!

Proudly Serving: Larkspur, Palmer Lake, Monument, Gleneagle,
Black Forest, Falcon, Peyton and Surrounding Areas

* Weekly Curbside Pickup ° Senior Citizen Discount * Competitive Rates
* Residential * Commercial * Roll-Off Containers

Let Us Show You What Service is ALL ABOUT!

be the right thing to do. We may all be strung
up and hung. I'm not here to recommend that
we do that nor am I here to make any recom-
mendations on transferring the debt from the
enterprise side to the district (general fund)
side.” He noted that if the debt is transferred
to the general fund, the district would lose its
enterprise status in 2008 and definitely be in-
eligible for the loan of an additional $2 million
from DOLA.

He said he had to provide an answer to the
Colorado Water Resources and Power Devel-
opment Authority by noon on Nov. 28. Bishop
said he would probably suggest that they
withhold the district’s loan application —put
on hold” — until engineering consultant firm
GMS, Inc. can provide projected earnings for
November through January that could be paid
toward wastewater expansion construction
expenses. About $1 million remains from the
current loan. If this is not enough money, then
the district may have to ask Donala Water and
Sanitation District to loan Triview the money
to sustain the expansion contract.

Bishop summarized:

* “Our ballot questions were defeated”

* “We have an enterprise status that’s in
question”

* “We have a lack of revenues, particularly tap
fees”

* “We have two choices, increase the mill
levy or increase the sewer rates even more”

» “The rate required to cover the loans is $128
per month”

Bishop added that if the ballot issues had

passed, the problem would still occur because

there would be no significant impact fees col-

lected due to the current lack of growth within

the district.

Bishop also noted that the district has
“limited ability to fund the infrastructure that
the existing service plan says we have to in-
stall. If we maintain our enterprise status, we
can ask the developer to fund it and we’ll give
him a note that says we owe you this money
and we’ll pay you sometime out of anything
that may be left. So you’re back to square one.
We have the ability to ask again for voter au-
thorized debt. That is going to take a long and
very well-planned and financed education so
that the voters understand exactly what we’re
asking for.”

Bishop added, “The other thing we can do
is look at the developer and say we’re broke.
You get to do it if you want to develop. I’ll see
you in court. [We would] go before the judge
and say how can you make us pay for it. We
have gone to our voters and they have said no.
So the judge has to make a call based on what
he sees in the service plan and what we’ve tried
to do. We don’t know how it would go because
we’re not judges.”

Bishop reported that the district has still
not received the required deed for all the water
rights under the Monument Ridge parcel. At-
torney Pete Susemihl offered to contact Jim
Morley to expedite the transfer of the rights
after they are calculated by Morley’s hydrolo-
gist.

Negotiations are continuing to determine
how to acquire a “404” environmental permit
after completing removal of a sediment in-
fringement problem after the breech of a dam
north of the King Soopers center. Payment of
the fee for sediment removal and restoration of
the damaged mouse habitat (about 6.4 acres) is
eligible to be liened if the three vacant proper-
ties that caused the problem are put up for sale
by owners Miles Grant and Tim Phelan.

The board adjourned at 6:15 p.m.

soskstetsokskogokok
The next meeting will be at 5 p.m. on Dec. 11 at
the district conference room, 174 Washington
St. Normally meetings are held on the fourth
Tuesday of the month.
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Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Rescue Authority board, Nov. 28

2008 budget still in flux; new trucks arrive

By Susan Hindman
Board members were presented with the latest changes to
the 2008 budget proposal, with a request from Chief Rob-
ert Denboske that they add their comments before the next
meeting in two weeks, when the budget has to be submit-
ted to the state.

The position of deputy chief, which had been on the
budget and Denboske had hoped would start Jan. 1, was
eliminated. Because Ken Cox, a firefighter/maintenance
manager, will become full-time maintenance manager Jan.
1, another firefighter was to have been hired to fill that slot.
But that has been postponed until later in the year.

Various vehicle updates
The two new Ford F-150s arrived, one red, one white. One
of them will replace the Chevy Blazer that is currently in
poor condition. It was suggested that the Blazer be donated
to a new fire district on the eastern plains. No decision was
made.

Regarding the purchase of a new tender, Denboske
said a letter of commitment was sent to the owner of the
1995 tender that Cox had discussed at the October meet-
ing. The owner has agreed to hold the tender until after
Jan. 1, when the new budget will allow for the purchase.
Denboske said the owner has also agreed to help build
storage boxes on the side. The board
voted to donate the old tender to Brad
Dale of High Country Trees, as a way
of thanking him for his service to the
Fire Authority in the past.

The Cripple Creek fire dis-
trict is interested in purchasing the
Woodmoor-Monument district’s
ladder truck, and paperwork has be-
gun toward that. However, the Fire
Authority’s current ladder truck has
a possible stress fracture in the lad-
der. It had passed a ladder test around
three weeks ago, but during a recent
training, something happened, Den-
boske said. Inspectors will be coming
in to test it and see what went wrong,
since it was recently certified.

Denboske wasn’t sure if it could
be repaired, but suggested that they
may need to hold on to Woodmoor-
Monument’s ladder truck.

The 2001 ambulance, the smaller
of three, had an electrical issue that
has been repaired but the ambulance
electronics need to be “reset.” It will
have to be taken to Longmont for that
service.

Other matters

Role of volunteers: There was dis-
cussion over the fact that volunteers
will no longer be used in operational
positions. Non-operational positions,
such as radio operators and those who
administer the Senior Citizen Safety
Program, will remain staffed by vol-
unteers.

The resident program at Station
2 — where student firefighters train
and receive room, board, books, and
a small stipend — falls into a gray
area as to whether or not they are
considered volunteers or employees.
That designation could affect how the
department applies for grants. It was
decided that the authority’s auditor
needs to be consulted on the matter.
Inclusion of the Woodmoor district
into the Tri-Lakes district: Denbo-
ske reported that “everything is mov-
ing along smoothly” toward inclusion.
The bank has been consulted regard-
ing account name changes and money
transfers, which will take place on
Jan. 2.
Phone problems: Pocock said he
finds it “very frustrating” that the
main business phone line (not the 9-
1-1 line) is not answered by someone
during traditional business hours. “It

~~—  —

SUPERPLOW.

seems like someone should be answering the phone,” he
complained. Denboske said he would look into the prob-
lem.

Ambulance rates: Battalion Chief Greg Lovato handed
out a sheet summarizing fees charged by six other area
ambulance services, five of them operated through fire dis-
tricts and one a private company. Fees were broken down
by Advanced Life Support, Basic Life Support, and Mile-
age (a one-way “per loaded mile” trip to the hospital).

He said that before rates are raised, “We need to in-
vestigate the efficiency of billing, our rate of return, our
collections of overdue bills ... and good billing software
that’s efficient and accurate.” He said that because of the
increases in gas prices, the authority could “safely increase
the mileage fee.” He emphasized the need for better soft-
ware, and the board gave him the go-ahead to investigate
software options.

Regarding collections and increasing fees, treasurer
John Hildebrandt said, “You want to cover your expenses.
You don’t want to be the lowest, you don’t want to be the
highest.” But he added that “you don’t want to go too long
without any increases,” in order to keep up with expenses.

The board decided to table rate increases.
seskstsfeskokkogkok

For Homeowner and
Commercial Use

The next meeting of the Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Rescue
Authority will be on Wednesday, Dec. 12, at 7 p.m., at
Tri-Lakes district Station 1, 18650 Highway 105 (next to
the bowling alley). The primary purpose of the meeting
will be to approve the 2008 budget. For more informa-
tion, call Chief Denboske at 481-2312 or visit www.tri-
lakesfire.com.

Horse Boarding

12 acres near Monument. Barn, pasture, hay &
grain. $200/mo Summer $275/mo Winter.

Call Rick at 481-6660

Monument School
of Fine Arts —Gift Cards

Season Studio Pass—3 months of
art fun. g
4-Class Art Pass—Studio sampler:
draw, paint, prints, anime, etc.
Art Party—Group art class for your event/party
Free, gift-wrapped Art Kit with your order!
Call Janet Sellers today : 488-8280

COLORAD

719.457. 3532

A UNIVERSAL SNOW PLOW

OUR PLOW CAN BE USED ON TRUCKS, SUVS, AND VANS THAT CANNOT ACCEPT FRONT
MOUNT PLOWS SUCH AS TOYOTA TUNDRAS, CHEVY 2500, FORD F150, AND MANY MORE

740 SyNTHES AVENUE MoNUMENT, CO 80132 INFO(@SUPERPLOWCOLORADO.COM
For mounting & plowing video go to www.superplowcolorado.com

RUGGED AND REVOLUTIONARY, A UNIQUE REAR-MOUNTED
SNOWPLOW WITH BENEFITS YOU CAN’T FIND IN ANY OTHER PRODUCT.

SeveN (7) or EigHT (8) Foor PLow WiTH MOUNTING/STORAGE CART $2,495.00 * RemoTE INsTALLATION KiT $200.00 -OR- DRIVER
SwitcH INsTALLATION $165.00 * HitcH ApAPTER (NOT NECESSARY IN ALL CASES) $99.95 * FReIGHT SHIPPING AND HANDLING $300.00
¢ INsTALLATION KIT INSTALLED BY SUPER PLow CoLorapo $75.00 « DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME
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by Jim Kendrick
The Donald Wescott Fire Protection Dis-
trict Board unanimously approved sev-
eral noteworthy budget actions for 2008 on
Nov. 28. The board approved the addition
of a third full-time firefighter to each of the
three shifts to increase engine manning
to three people, increased the district’s
contribution to the volunteer pension fund
from $75,000 to $100,000, and to pay off
the debt on two engines and the building
addition for Station One two years early.

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board, Nov. 28

2008 budget will add three full-time firefighters to staff

Director Kraig Sullivan was absent.

The addition of the three firefighters
improves the service level for district con-
stituents and mutual safety for the crews
in moving closer to meeting optimum Na-
tional Fire Protection Agency standards.
There will still be a Wescott firefighter
accompanying the American Medical
Response paramedic on the AMR ambu-
lance during each shift. This ups the total
number of full-time personnel on duty for
each shift from four to five. The three new

The Polar Express Train is here!
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v Group exercise
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firefighters will join the full-time staff on
Dec. 27. They will be sworn in at the next
meeting on Dec. 19.

The $25,000 increase in the annual
contribution to the volunteer pension fund
will also increase the matching funds con-
tributed by the state, further bolstering the
actuarial solvency of the fund.

Paying off the debt on the older of the
district’s two lease-purchase loans frees up
funding to pay for additional personnel,
equipment, and facilities in 2009 and be-
yond. The planned payment was increased
from $162,600 to $357,339.76.

These two changes result in the
district’s fund balance dropping from
$818,918 at the beginning of 2008 to
$671,126.24 at the end of the year. Total
expenses of $1,913,339.76 exceed total
revenues of $1,765,548 — based on 7.0 mills
and an assessed value for the district of
$235,678,290 — by $147,791.76.

The 2007 budget was amended to in-
corporate actual expenses and revenues to
date. The fund balance at the end of 2007
is estimated to increase from $417,915 to
$818,918 due to a significant increase in
property tax revenue from new commer-
cial construction within the district’ taxing
area.

The meeting went into executive ses-
sion to discuss a personnel issue at 9:05
p.m.

seskskotsfokoskgokok

The next meeting is at 7 p.m. on Dec. 19

in the district conference room in Station
One, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. Meetings are
normally held on the third Wednesday of
the month. Information: 488-8680.

Heatwaves

TANNING SALON, INC.
Serving The Area Since 1996

* 5 Sonnen Braune Tanning Beds
* Sun Capsule VHR

* One Month Unlimited

* 120 min. $90 (Sun Capsule)

* $19.95 A Month Package - Long Term
* Seasonal Specials

* Special Orders Welcome

Power Wave Massage

¢ 1st 15 Minutes Free!

* Relieves Sore Muscles & Pain
* Increases Circulation

* Promotes Relaxation

You Should Have
Tanned At Heatwaves
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Tan In Comfort — New Central Air Conditioning
Hours: Seasonal - Please Call

, 488-8884 _

481 Hwy 105 #210
k- Monument Plaza

Give your child the opportunity to experience the Monument
Academy difference. Find out just how small classes, caring
teachers, core virtues and a commitment to excellence adds up
to an unbeatable K-8 education. Call us today to schedule a
tour and to find out about open enrollment deadlines for D-38.

CORE KNOWLEDGE
CURRICULUM

+

CORE VIRTUES
EDUCATION

+
SMALL CLASSES

WORLD CLASS
RESULTS!

719-481-1950

monumentacademy.net
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By Jim Kendrick

The Monument Board of Trustees
met first on Nov. 5 at the Second
Street Art Market, 366 Second
St., for a reception and formal
night-time lighting of the Ice
Harvest art display. Police Chief
Jake Shirk gave a 30-minute
presentation on how the depart-
ment is meeting its four main
objectives but needs additional
staffing to match growing service
demands within Tri-Lakes.

Town Treasurer Pamela
Smith presented a draft 2008
budget during the first of two
public hearings on the document.
She asked the board to review the
81-page document prior to the
formal hearing on the final draft
in December. All board members
were present.

Ice Harvest art wall
display illuminated
Heather Buchman, owner of
the Second Street Art Gallery,
hosted a reception at 5:30 p.m.
for the Board of Trustees, Art
Walls 2007 sponsors, and town
staff. Betty Konarski, president
of Tri-Lakes Views, reviewed
the historical significance of
the photograph of ice cutting at
Monument Lake depicted on 13
panels spanning 30 feet in width
that are raised 9 feet above the
ground on posts for better visibil-
ity at the intersection of Second
Street and Beacon Lite Road. The
entire mural was hand-painted in
reverse and constructed by Fort
Collins artists Lisa J. Cameron
and Tim Upham. Ice Harvest is
designed to reflect the historical
significance of ice harvesting
from the lakes in the Tri-Lakes
region. (For more information,
visit www.trilakesviews.org and

www.secondstreetart.com.)

Konarski also thanked all the
sponsors of the project and the
members of the Tri-Lakes Views
Steering Committee, as well as
Eagle Scout candidate Danny
Ball of Troop 56, who raised
about $600 in donations and
performed the landscape planting
for the concrete and brick patio
under the display. Rogers Davis
of the Palmer Lake Historical
Society discussed the photos and
narrative provided for the Ice
Harvest brochure and noted that
ice-cutting tools are on display
at the Palmer Lake Historical
Museum in the library building
next to Town Hall.

Tri-Lakes Views Inc. was formed
in 2003 by incorporators Sky
Hall, Rebecca Hendrickson,
and Betty Konarski as a
nonprofit 501(c)3 organization.
Its mission is “to enrich our
community by supporting
activities which showcase the
arts and preserve the region’s
unique history” via three tasks:
. Through  sponsorship,
fundraising, and donations,
create a continuous source of
funding for the arts and history
of the Tri-Lakes region.

* Create annual events focusing

Monument Board of Trustees, Nov. 5

Police department asks for five new employees

on the Tri-Lakes valued
heritage and featuring the
fine arts.

* Be supported by a majority
of the local groups and
organizations, thereby
encouraging a sense of
community.

Emergency response

time questioned
At the beginning of the regular
board meeting, Mayor Byron
Glenn commented that on two
separate occasions, it took Tri-
Lakes Monument Fire Rescue
Authority over 10 minutes to
respond to Jackson Creek for
his next-door neighbor’s calls
about a 9-month-old baby who
had stopped breathing after
going into “convulsions.” Both
911 emergency phone calls
were made on regular land lines
rather than on cell phones.

Glenn noted that the Don-
ald Wescott Fire Protection
District station is “right across
the street,” referring to Baptist
Road. Wescott’s Station 1 is
much closer to Jackson Creek
than any of the three Tri-Lakes
Monument fire stations. Glenn
said the Tri-Lakes response
times were “totally unaccept-
able for our small community.”
He asked Town Manager Cathy
Green to consult with Tri-Lakes
Chief Rob Denboske about
“this whole political thing” t
determine why Wescott is not
responding to Jackson Creek
emergency medical calls. Glenn
added that his neighbor was
pretty upset that there was no
improvement in response times
between her two 911 calls.

Note: Emergency 911 calls
made on cell phones go to a
different dispatcher in Colorado
Springs, requiring additional
questions and answers to de-
termine the location of the
emergency due to the lack of
immediate caller ID address
information for cell phone calls.
Once the location and emergen-
cy information is obtained, it is
forwarded to the El Paso County
Sheriff’s Office dispatcher and
then to the fire dispatcher. This
process slows the initial dispatch
and response of ambulance and
fire vehicles, adding minutes to
the total response time.

Baptist and Struthers
Road updates

Glenn noted that the new
Struthers Road connection to the
south side of the intersection of
Baptist Road and Jackson Creek
Parkway had been opened. Glenn
added, “As far as (the opening
of) Baptist Road, your guess is
as good as mine.”

Glenn said he was work-
ing with Monument Director of
Developer Services Tom Kas-
sawara and Baptist Road I-25
interchange project manager Bob
Torres of Carter Burgess Con-
struction on a plan to begin con-
struction through condemnation

Above: Monument Police Chief Jake Shirk briefed the Board of Trustees on Nov. 5 about new
programs he has initiated within the department. From the left clockwise: Town Clerk Scott
Meszaros; Town Manager Cathy Green; Trustees Dave Mertz, Travis Easton, Steve Samuels, Gail
Drumm, Tommie Plank, and Tim Miller; Town Treasurer Pamela Smith; and Chief Shirk. Photo by
Jim Kendrick.
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of right-of-way on the north side
of Baptist Road between the in-
terchange owned by THF Realty
(the former Foxworth-Galbraith
property) and Darel Tiegs’ ADK
Monument Developers LLC.
Glenn noted that neither “give up
the right-of-way” to the Baptist
Road Rural Transportation Au-
thority (BRRTA) that is paying
for the upgrade of the Colorado
Department of Transportation
(CDOT) interchange. Torres was
CDOT director for the region in-
cluding El Paso County until his
recent retirement to take his cur-
rent position as group manager
with Carter Burgess.

Ordinarily, CDOT will not
advertise for construction bids
for any of its road projects until
it has obtained the deeds for all
required right-of-way. Glenn said
it was unlikely that there would

Holiday ! %%
Fantasies -'*.H

10% OFF

be any repaving of the badly
deteriorated asphalt on Baptist
Road west of Jackson Creek
Parkway prior to the awarding
of a construction contract after
access to or ownership of all
the necessary right-of-way has
been obtained from THF, ADK,
Valero Energy Corp., and Phoe-
nix-Bell. The Schuck Corp. has
already donated right-of-way to
BRRTA for the south side of Bap-
tist Road, west of the interchange.
(See article on the Nov. 9 meeting
of the Baptist Road Rural Trans-
portation Authority on page 24
for more details.)

Trustee Gail Drumm said
that the Rocky Mountain Rail
Authority will select a program
manager soon and that he be-
lieved that the quality of Regional
Building Department inspections
has been improving recently

even though new construction is
down.

Police Department

details services

Chief Shirk said the reason for
his briefing was that “there is a
misunderstanding, lack of in-
formation, and perception issue
about all the different things that
the Police Department is involved
in” He added that Green had
recommended that he give the
presentation to the board. Also
present for the briefing were:
Sgt. Rick Tudor, Sgt. Steve Burk,
Cpl. Mark Owens, Officer Steve
Lontz, and Mary Ellen Burk, the
office and records administrator
as well as the court clerk. There
are 19 employees in the depart-
ment.

Some of the points Shirk
made in his half-hour presenta-
tion were: The department will

ensure that Monument is a safe
place to live, work, and visit by
safeguarding individual liber-
ties, building community part-
nerships, preventing crime, and
aggressively pursuing those
who commit crime.

Some of the policies for
safeguarding individual liber-

ties are:

» Specific directives for training
on use of force and structured
citizen complaint procedures.

* All police pursuits are
automatically reviewed

* Quick response to calls for
service.

* Reactive to traffic enforcement
complaints and pro-active on
known traffic problems.

* Criminal investigations
— major arrests in robberies at
Kohl’s and Wal-Mart and two
local narcotics arrests.

» Keeping the peace.

* In calls for service, police are
the last resort for people in
non-criminal incidents.

Some of the recently developed

community partnerships include:

* Neighborhood Watch — nine
active neighborhood groups
with over 200 people trained
in Jackson Creek during the
month of September.

» Citizen Emergency Response
Training (CERT) - three
classes to date with over 60
locally trained citizens.

* Department conducts safety

surveys for homes and
businesses.
» Department sponsored

monthly  Retail  Security
Association meetings with
large retailers’ loss prevention
staffs.

Partners in Safety — bicycle
helmets are given to children
at no charge in conjunction
with the Fire Department as
well as teaching youths how,
where, and when to ride in a
safe manner.

Community Youth Officer
— Officer Chad Haynes’ time is
dedicated on a part-time basis
to the area schools and youths
in our community, including
D-38 schools in the county.
Palmer Divide Public Safety
Group — Fire, Police, El Paso
County, District 38

Web site -
www.monumentpd.org
— real time information and
interactive communication
with the public.

Explorer Cadet Program.
Work with a variety of Scout

groups to assist them in
advancement.

Local bank manager
meetings.

Health Advocacy Partnership
— Officer Rob Stewart attends
its meetings.
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Santa on Patrol in cooperation
with the Fire Department.
Welcome Wagon information
letter from the chief of police.
Civilian Ride Along Program.
Awards Boards — citizens have
the opportunity to assist in
approving awards for police
officers.

Some crime prevention activities
include:

Department created a Direct
Action Response Team — five
officers trained with advanced
tactical weapons to deter
criminals who know that the
town is “hardening the target.”
Participate in county’s
Regional Response Team
— received over $10,000 free
equipment.

Staffreceives advanced tactical
training with  specialized
equipment by outside experts.

Directed Patrol vs. Routine
Patrol to target specific
problem areas.

Officer Mike Wolfe is

nationally certified to train
staff from other agencies
on how to conduct Rape
Aggression Defense Training
for women.

Commercial  Vehicle Unit
— part-time inspections by
Wolfe.

DUI holiday coverage through
Law Enforcement Assistance
Fund Grant, Seatbelt Grant.

Crime pursuit actions include:

Two full-time investigators
dedicated to narcotics
investigations in partnership

with the Colorado Bureau
of Investigations and the
Vice, Narcotics, Intelligence
metropolitan task force.

Computer forensics
investigator examines
computers seized at crime

scenes for further evidence
regarding ID theft, criminal
enterprise, child porn.

Crime analysis — led to arrests
at Wal-Mart

When officers make arrests
and recover property, they
always ask the suspect what
other criminal activities they
have been involved in.

Future prioritized plans to im-
prove service include:

New position for full-time
Community Youth Officer
New position for full-
time Traffic Unit Officer
(commercial vehicle
enforcement)

New position for sergeant
to manage the new Special

Units  division  composed
of  Investigations, Police
Analysis, Traffic Unit, and

Community Youth Officer
New position for commander
to assist the chief in daily and
long-term management of a
dynamic, community-based,
very active police department
New position for additional
part-time court employee
to assist with the expanding
volume of work generated
through the growth of the
community.

Implement an Internet Crimes
Against Children program in
cooperation with Colorado
Springs Police Department,

the regional representative to
the federal system

* Create a Citizens
Academy

* Expand CERT training to
enhance the survivability of
our citizens in the event of a
catastrophic event

* Equip each patrol unit with
functioning In-Car Video
system

Monument receives the assis-

tance of Palmer Lake PD when

requested. Assistance from the

El Paso County Sheriff’s Office

includes:

+ Free dispatch services

* Tactical Support — SWAT

. Investigative support
— homicides and other major
cases

*  K-9 support

* E911 financial support to
connect Monument in-car
computers to dispatch system

. Assistance in  covering
Monument’s calls for service

(For more information, go to

http://monumentpd.org/)

During a 20-minute discus-
sion of Shirk’s presentation,
board members offered thanks
and encouragement to Shirk and
his staff members attending the
meeting, particularly in facilitat-
ing communications regarding
community partnerships, Neigh-
borhood Watch programs, prob-
lem-oriented policing, and joint
truck inspections with Palmer
Lake Police and the inspectors at
the Monument Hill I-25 ports.

Shirk noted in response to
Trustee Tim Miller’s question
about drug problems in Monu-
ment that the department has
aggressively pursued drug issues
and discovered more ‘“under-
ground problems” than expected.
This was also true of expanded
operations for DUIs, computer
fraud, and identity theft. Shirk

Police

added that drug arrests, includ-
ing those made by Monument
Police in joint operations outside
of the town’s boundaries, directly
benefit the safety of Monument’s
citizens via reduced burglaries

and shoplifting.
Three resolutions
approved

The board unanimously approved
a resolution to impose liens for a
total of $8,359 on the future sale
of three properties for failure to

pay water bills:

e Le Lieuthanh and Le Tham

Thi-Hong — $689

* Darrell J. & Kimberly A.

Phelps — $1,375

* Joseph & Patricia Brogan

- $6,286

The board unanimously approved
a resolution to add the following
street segments to the town’s list

of emergency snow routes:
e Mitchell Avenue

Fe Avenue
» Park Trail Drive between
Woodfield Drive and
Ranchero Valley Way
* Ranchero Valley Way from
Old Denver Highway to
Park Trail Drive
* Wagon Gap Trail
New signs for these routes
will cost about $1,000.
The board unanimously ap-
proved a resolution to estab-
lish an intergovernmental ser-
vice agreement for Monument
Public Works to provide staff
for water and sanitary sewer
operations  within  Forest
Lakes Metropolitan District,
similar to the town’s cur-
rent agreement with Triview
Metropolitan District. Forest
Lakes will pay all salary and
operating expenses, such as
parts and supplies by invoice
from the town.

from
Monument Lake Road to Santa

Draft 2008 budget

discussed
Treasurer Smith noted that the
format of the 81-page budget had
been extensively revised to make
it easier for staff and the board to
read and analyze how revenues
are distributed to the various
funds. There were no public com-
ments on the preliminary budget.

Trustee Steve Samuels asked fora

tiered water-use rate structure to

discourage high water consump-
tion for irrigation. Public Works

Director Rich Landreth will dis-

cuss possible options at the final

budget hearing on Dec. 3.

Some of the features noted

by Smith in her proposed 2008

budget were:

« Total revenue is about $3.5
million, plus a community
development grant of $120,000
and a projected general fund
carryover of about $657,000
from 2007.

* Sales tax, which represents
about 78 percent of revenue,
is projected to increase by 8
percent.

e Property tax on existing
housing is projected to
increase by about $112,000
in 2008, not counting any
additional tax revenue from
new construction, which is
currently at a near standstill.

* Other revenue from franchise
fees, fees for services, and
earned interest are projected to
increase by 1.7 percent.

* Smith noted that there are
no currently planned town
fee increases, but the board
should consider increases in
early 2008 to offset rapidly
escalating water operations
costs.

» Total expenditures are about
$3.1 million, a decrease from
2007 of about $94,000, even
though there is an increase of

« Complimentary Exams
« Clear Braces & Invisalign
+ Non-Extraction Approach

Member American Association of Orthodontists

A/

HAMULA ORTHODONTICS

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
and Monument Academy.

* For Children, Teens & Adults
- Extended Office Hours
» Payment Plans Available

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.
Member American Association of Orthodontists

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives
(719) 488-3737

1850 Woodmoor Drive #100

Monument, CO 80132

call or visit today.
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B SmartMoney Magazine, August 2007
Edward Jones again was named the No. 1 full-
service brokerage firm in the August edition of
SmartMoney Magazine. The firm placed ahead
of six other firms and received high marks in the
four catagories surveyed by the magazine: stock
picking, customer satisfaction, trust, and customer
statements. Edward Jones, which also ranked No. 1
in 2005 as well, received five-star ratings in client
statements and customer satisfaction.

B J.D. Power and Associates, July 24, 2007
For the third year in a row, the financial-services
firm Edward Jones ranks “Highest in Investor
Satisfaction with Full Service Brokerage Firms,”
according to the J.D. Power and Associates 2007
Full Service Investor Satisfaction Study

Disclaimer: Edward Jones received the highest numerical score two

years in a row among full service brokerage firms in the proprietary J.D.
Power and Associates 2005-2007 Full Service Investor Satisfaction
Study®. 2007 study based on 3,043 total responses measuring 16
brokerage firms and measures opinions of investors who used full-service
investment institutions. Proprietary study results are based on experiences
and perceptions of consumers surveyed from March-May 2007. Your
experiences may vary.Visit jdpower.com.
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about 10 percent in health and welfare benefits and a 3
percent cost-of-living increase for all employees.

« Salary and benefits comprise about 70 percent of the
operating budget.

+ Capital expenditures for 2008 are about $1.5 million
— $528,000 from the General Fund and $77,000 from
Storm Drainage and Traffic Impact fees, plus $979,000
carried over from 2007.

* The town’s current revenue structure is not sufficient

to maintain current service levels and standards while
allowing for necessary investments in infrastructure
and capital costs in the five-year capital improvement
program recently passed by the board — a sustainable
funding plan must be developed.

* Water enterprise fund revenue includes $1.5 million in
2008 revenue and a carryover of about $1.04 million,
with a 10 percent decrease in tap fees and bulk water
sales from 2007, while other water fund revenues will

Yoga Pathways Studio

325 2nd. 8t. Suite W in the Monteverde Bldg. Monument

Yoga Class
Gift Certificates

Ava//ab/e.

V J
To purchase classes or for studio

info, call Raleigh 481-4137
or Sue 660-7858

Sattvic Stuff

the yoga & healthy living shop
December hours:

Wed. 4-8; Thu. & Sat. 10:30-1:30
Open before & after classes
Shop info: Sharon 481-0599
For our December sale items,

see our ad on page 27

Holiday Schedule:
Raleigh's classes not
held Dec. 24-Jan. 3;
Sue's classes not held
Dec. 25 & Jan 1;
Lauralee's class not
held Dec. 26

Monday
1:00-2:30 pm
Tuesday
9:00-10:25 am
10:35-noon
6:30-8:00 pm
Wednesday
9:30-11:00 am
5:30-6:45 pm
7:00-8:15 pm
Thursday
6:30-7:45 am
1:00-2:30 pm
Friday
9:00-10:30 am
Saturday
9:15-10:45 am
Sunday
10:00-11:15 am

Class Fees: $13 drop-in, $10 with multi-class card

For class info call instructor: Sue 660-7858;

Schedule for December

Gentle Yoga Raleigh
Raleigh
Sue
Sue

Level I-1l Yoga
All Levels Yoga
All Levels Yoga

Raleigh
Raleigh
Lauralee

Level | Yoga
PM Practice 4-All

Power Yoga

Sue
Raleigh

All Levels Yoga
Gentle Yoga

Sue

All Levels Yoga

All Levels Yoga Sue

Sue

Vinyasa Yoga

Raleigh 481-4137; Lauralee 460-5649
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If age is JUST a number—Is the

right one showing on your face?
Aging skin can get a HUGE boost if you
are doing the right things to it. That dull
cast, those dry wrinkles and that tired
look can almost disappear when you take
those few little steps to prevent them
from dragging you into the wrong "age
zone". Your skin will look tired only if you
allow it to! If you are done wasting time
and money without achieving some
results, come in for an ANTI-AGING

Facial tailored to your specific issues.
The price for results that meet or
exceed your expectations is $70 (reg.
$90) until 12/21/07. Call Chris at
Attitudes before appointments are filled.

487-7366

Hifigl] 4s7-7366

Salon Downtown Monument
www.AttitudesMonument.com

jazzercise

Sundance Studio,
1450 Cipriani Loop,
Monument

5:45 am M/W/F

7:45 am M/W/F

9:15 am M/T/W/Th/F*

7:45 am Sat

9:15 am Sat

4:00 pm Sun

Fitness Architects,
1728 Lake Woodmoor Dr,
Woodmoor

4:30 pm T/Th

6:00 pm T/Th

Black Forest
Community Church,
6845 Shoup Road
Black Forest
5:45 pm M/W
7:45 am Sat

Personal Touch
10:30 am M/F

7:45 am 1/Th *Childcare available

Call Carolyn at 488-5776

All Fitness Levels Welcome

decline by 2.2 percent.

* Water enterprise fund expenses will decline from 2007
by about $189,000 to $1.3 million.

* The board should consider water fee increases or new
water fees early in 2008 to offset increasing operations
costs that will likely exceed water revenues.

+ Salary and benefits for the Water Department are only
41 percent of operating costs.

¢ The town must establish a new fund for excess
TABOR revenue retention — approved in the November
election for another four years — that will be dedicated
specifically to town parks, recreation, and senior
services.

+ Given current revenue projections, the proposed budget
is the best balance between fiscal responsibility and
service delivery.

* The town government’s ever-increasing needs and the
increasing needs of the community make budget time
more challenging each year, with many cuts made
during 2008 budget formation.

Drumm said the town should be “extremely careful” about
raising fees because “the margin of profitability on build-
ing anything is below zero at the moment so we don’t want
to make it worse than it already is.” Green and Smith said
that there is no proposal for increasing development fees,
just use fees for property owners.

Trustee Samuels advocated a revision to a more
steeply tiered rate structure for higher than average water
use to limit abusive and wasteful watering since there will
be few development fees collected for residential construc-
tion in 2008. Samuels said that commercial development is
already growing again. Green said the staff would provide
arevised tier structure before spring watering begins.

Samuels also asked that future town capital contracts
lock in costs to limit overruns to prevent layoffs of staff.
Green reiterated the need to develop a fiscal sustainability
plan for funding capital programs like stormwater and
water infrastructure.

Sales tax revenue continues to rise
Smith also provided a summary of 2007 town sales tax
earnings and collections through August that showed
collections are 21.7 percent ahead of budget projections.
Gross sales tax revenues through October, including the
amount allocated to Triview Metropolitan District, are
about $2.86 million. Some previous total annual gross
sales tax revenues were:

* $1.29 million for 2004

+ $1.83 million for 2005

+ $1.91 million for 2006

The board approved three payments over $5,000:

» $7,545 to engineering firm Rothberg, Tamburini, &
Winsor Inc. for the Woodmoor/Monument Integration
Resources Study for the town and Woodmoor Water
and Sanitation District.

» $43,369 to Friedland Construction Inc. for completion
of work on town Well 9.

» $14,133 to engineering firm Nolte and Associates for
design fees for the Third Street drainage project in
September.

Trustee Travis Easton abstained because he works as a

civil engineer for Nolte.

Staff reports

Town Attorney Gary Shupp reported that the attorney for
Kalima Masse, president of Rockwell Ready-Mix Inc. had
“withdrawn” from the case. There was no other news re-
garding Masse’s intention to again appeal the town’s July
30 rejection of her most recent request for a renewal of the
long-expired business license for the long-abandoned con-
crete batch plant on the northeast corner of Highway 105
and Washington Street. Masse has been appealing rejec-
tions of her repeated requests for over four years.

Green suggested that the board consider a contribu-
tion of $1,500 of the remaining $8,000 in the board’s
$20,000 contingency fund prior to the end of December
for publication of a book on available senior resources and
services in the region.

Landreth said he would hold another meeting with
volunteers for renovation of the Skate Park before the end
of the year.

Kassawara said there would be a board hearing on an
extensive revision of the town’s sign ordinance in Decem-
ber after the Planning Commission hearing of Nov. 14.
Staff held two meetings with business owners to make
sure the revisions, which balance the number and size of
signs, do not hurt their operations.

Samuels, who is general manager for Robertson’s
Landscaping in Colorado Springs, said Robertson’s would
donate Christmas decorations to the town again this year.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:48 p.m.
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By Jim Kendrick

Rogers Davis of the Palmer Lake
Historical Society told the Monu-
ment Board of Trustees on Nov.
19 that the society plans to donate
a bronze sculpture to the town
that depicts numerous scenes in
the history of Monument. Davis
suggested that it could be put on
public display in the new Town
Hall and Police Department
building to be constructed on the
southwest corner of Highway 105
and Beacon Lite Drive or Lim-
bach Park.

The public hearing for the
ordinance authorizing the final
2008 budget was postponed until
Dec. 3 due to Town Treasurer
Pamela Smith having emergency
surgery after a horseback riding
accident. Trustees Gail Drumm
and Steve Samuels were absent.

Small Town Christmas

furniture

space planning

For those desiring a

Monument Board of Trustees, Nov. 19

Palmer Lake Historical Society to donate sculpture to town

Trustee Tommie Plank dis-
cussed the Historic Monument
Merchants Association’s Small
Town Christmas event on Dec. 1.
Santa Claus will visit the Chapala
Building from 10 a.m. to noon.
Other attractions include hay
rides, reindeer, and miniature
donkeys from 10-2, as well as
Christmas tree lighting in Lim-
bach Park at 4 p.m.

Some progress made
on Baptist Road I-25

interchange
Trustee Tim Miller noted that
there had been some patching of
the asphalt on the Baptist Road
I-25 interchange. Mayor Byron
Glenn said that other paving of
Baptist Road east of the inter-
change would not be completed
until next spring because Moun-
tain View Electric Association

power lines from under the east-
bound lanes of Baptist Road east
of Jackson Creek Park. A Moun-
tain View transformer is still
located in the middle of the new
eastbound Baptist Road lanes
that are part of the connection
of the new portion of Struthers
Road to Jackson Creek Parkway.
Construction is proceeding east
of the Family of Christ Lutheran
Church.

Glenn also announced that
he and interchange construction
project manager Bob Torres of
Carter & Burgess Inc. had met
with Colorado Department of
Transportation (CDOT). The
Baptist Road Rural Transporta-
tion Authority (BRRTA) and
CDOT are proceeding with
condemnation of right-of-way on
the north side of Baptist Road be-
tween the interchange and Jack-

has not removed its existing

pillows

Great Holiday Gift
ltems in Stock!
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Walk-Out Lower * 5Bed/ 4Bath/ 3Car *

5,400 Ft. * Wide Open Plan * Private

Guard Gated Area * Perfect for Enter-
taining * Minutes from Downtown *
Incredible 360° Views * $785,000 *

* Mint Condition 2-Story * Built: 1996 * * Black Forest * Hand Hewn Log Home

\ y--t

o
=
=
v
=
—
=
=
=}
N )

inndsF& shutters upholstery

DOWNSIZE, DON’'T DOWNGRADE
* Custom Ranch Patio Homes * Best
Views in City * 4Bed/ 3Bath/ 2Car *

Main Level Living * 2 Models/ Only 7

Lots Left * Maintenance-Free, Upscale

Gated Community * 2008 Delivery (1
Ready Now!) * $602,000-715,000 *

COLORADO LIVING

* 5Bed/ 3Bath/ 3Car * 5,000 Ft. Ranch
w/ Walk-Out Lower * Dramatic Vaults
* Enormous Country Kitchen * Best
Materials * Built: 2004 * 5 Acres* Wet
Bar * Surround Sound * $799,000 *

Mark Rudolph

www. stuartscottitd.com to
View all of my Current Listings

(719) 578-8801 ext. 122

Call 492-3974 for a Free Market Analysis to determine [{/ TS UG @41 s 1) 11 34!

CLOSE TO EVERYTHING
* The Perfect 2-Story Plan * Well Kept*
3Bed/ 4Bath/ 3Car * Surrounded by
Park & Green Space * Lots of Hard-
wood * Finished Lower * Bonus Room/
Theater * A/C * Stucco * $325,000 *

BRIARGATE BEAUTY
* Fantastic Summerfield * 5Bed/ 4Bath/
3Car * D-20 * Traditional 2-Story Floor
Plan * Huge Bedrooms* Private Yard
with paved Play Area* 3,500+ Sq Ft *
Finished lower* Built: 1994 * $345,000

son Creek Parkway that is owned
by THF Realty (the former Fox-
worth-Galbraith property) and
Darel Tiegs of ADK Monument
Developers LLC.

Phoenix-Bell has donated
right-of-way on the north side of
Baptist Road between the Santa
Fe Trail and Valero Corp.’s Dia-
mond Shamrock fuel station to
BRRTA. Valero is expected to
donate right-of-way soon. The
Schuck Corp. has also donated
right-of-way to BRRTA for the
south side of Baptist Road, west
of the interchange.

Glenn said that a construc-
tion contract award for the inter-
change may be made as early as
February 2008.

Brass sculpture dis-

cussed

Davis said local artist Ronny
Walker has been commissioned
by the Palmer Lake Historical
Society. Davis showed a large
sketch of Walker’s “artist con-
cept” of the bas relief or raised
relief artwork.

The size of the sculpture can
be 3 feet by 5 feet or 4 feet by
6 feet, depending on the town’s
preference. The society will also
provide a laser-engraved plaque
describing each of the depicted
historic scenes. Davis said he
would write the brochure for the
plaque.

Davis said the society
believes that the ideal display
location would be in the new
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Recently a true breakthrough product was introduced by Mohawk Industries®,
the industry leader in carpet and flooring, and DuPont™, the world leader in
fiber development. This produdt is the Smart Strand line from Mohawk®,
featuring DuPont™ Sorona fiber. Smart Strand-Sorona carpet is made by
using new technology that will revolutionize the carpet industry. Traditional
carpets are made from petroleum, a resource that's both expensive and non-
renewable, and is found in places that aren't exactly friendly to us. Mohawk®
Smart Strand carpets featuring DuPont™ Sorona fiber are made from
a truly renewable resource - AMERICAN CORN, and are the next step in
environmental sustainability. This results in a produdt that is the softest and
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* Permanent Stain Protection
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* See the Smart Strand Limited Lifetime Stain Warranty for details.
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Town Hall with optimized lighting. If the
artwork is to be displayed outdoors, for
example at Limbach Park, the town would
have to purchase and build a mounting for
it. The society is a participant in Tri-Lakes
Views and could integrate the plaque with
Tri-Lakes Views’ long-term art program.

Some of the people and scenes from
Monument history that may be represented
in the sculpture are Henry Limbach, Pat-
rick Murphy, Joe Pettigrew, the Monument
Hotel, Elliott Mercantile, the original
Catholic church, and agricultural and rail-
road scenes.

There was no board consensus on the
preferred size or installation location for
the artwork. Town Manager Cathy Green
said she would work with Davis to prepare
options for a board decision in December
on size, location, and costs.

Davis also told the board that the
$12,000 donated by the town in 2005
and 2006 would be used for expanding
the society’s now inadequate storage and
display area on Lower Glenway in Palmer
Lake, as well as adding temperature and
humidity controls and electrical service
lines to better preserve the society’s arti-
facts. Davis said the society has about half
the funding required for the project. Green
said she would work with Davis on a pos-
sible donation in late 2007 and/or in 2008
from the board’s contingency fund to help
fully finance this project.

Senior Alliance update
Chuck Roberts of the Tri-Lakes Senior
Alliance asked the board if it had any
questions about the group’s business plan

for senior services that had been provided
for the trustees’ review at the Nov. 5 meet-
ing. Roberts reviewed the various fees that
are discounted for needy seniors in all
the group’s new senior service programs.
Green said she would work with Roberts
on a possible donation of $1,500 to the
alliance in late 2007 from the board’s
contingency fund. Any donations in 2008
would come from excess tax revenues that
become available after passage of another
four-year TABOR waiver on Nov. 6.

Town to take over Triview

wastewater operations

The board unanimously approved a new
intergovernmental agreement with Triv-
iew Metropolitan District that added
performance of wastewater operations by
town staff in addition to the provisions of
the previous agreement regarding drinking
water treatment. Under the new agree-
ment, Triview will pay the town $16,082
per month.

Other matters

The board unanimously approved a re-
newal of the liquor license for Brinker
Restaurant Corp., which operates Chili’s
Bar & Grill in Monument Marketplace.
The board then unanimously approved Ida
Torres as the new registered manager for
the renewed liquor license.

The board unanimously approved the
October financial report. General fund
revenues were down 15.6 percent, or
$628,000, from projections in the 2007
budget through October. General fund
expenditures were down 20.4 percent, or
$1.1 million, netting a fund balance of $1.4
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% KIRSTEN HUSTON, DVM
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2 PET LODGE "
w,... Dogs: large & small kennels Cats: a separate area just for cats "‘.‘:“.
" GROOMING e
.3:'4'- Karen Allison, Grooming dogs & cats since (986 '3..3.
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(719) 488-2500

|5Jﬂ-!ﬂ.l'l-. :"':IJF&-, & '?‘ﬁmm'qem
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Glorious & Healthy Skin

Get a luminous, radiant glow on your
skin with a professional facial.

$10 OFF a Derma-facial

$10 OFF a hot stone facial
New customers only. Good through 12/31/07.

:Present this ad for savings of 10%-40% OFF selected items!

488-9203

3rd & Washington
Downtown Monument
www.expectationssalon.com

million. Water enterprise fund revenues
were down 13 percent, or $196,000. Water
enterprise fund expenditures were down
40 percent, or $1.5 million, netting a fund
balance of $1.6 million.

Sales tax revenues through Septem-
ber were 4.8 percent above the projected
amount in the 2007 budget. However,
September was the first month of the year
when revenues were below budget projec-
tions —$9,685 less. Total collections for the
first three quarters were 47 percent higher
than total collections from January to No-
vember of 2006.

The board approved nine payments
over $5,000:

» $91,798 to Triview Metropolitan District
for September sales tax

» $8,241 to Triview Metropolitan District
for October motor vehicle tax

* $20,280 to U.S. Department of
Agriculture for a principal and interest
payment for 1997 water revenue bonds

* $6,625 to CAPMARK Financial for a
principal and interest payment for 1979
water revenue bonds

+ $10,725 to Colorado Water and Regional
Power Development Authority for a
final principal and interest payment for
1998 water revenue bonds

* $24794 to Wells Fargo Brokerage
Services Inc. for a capital vehicle lease
payment

* $5,000 to auditor Swanhorst & Co. LLC
for a final payment on the 2006 audit

» $12,905 to Colorado Intergovernmental
Risk-Sharing Agency (CIRSA) for
a quarterly worker’s compensation
payment

+ $20,622 to CIRSA for a quarterly
liability insurance payment

Staff reports

Town Attorney Gary Shupp reported

significant delays in getting approval of

paperwork by the Colorado Youth Foun-

dation so the town can issue bonds for the

foundation’s proposed purchase of vacant

land between the ice skating rink and

Trails End development on Old Denver

Highway. Shupp said interim financing

may be obtained for purchase of the land.

Director of Developer Services Tom
Kassawara noted that the board had
previously denied a proposal to build a
multi-bay carwash on Lot 3 of Filing 14
at the southeast corner of the Monument
Marketplace due to high projected use of
water. Now the development group that
is building a Grease Monkey auto service
structure on the adjacent lot 2 is interested
in adding a single automatic carwash bay
to its building. Jody Newton of Automotive
Development Group Inc. said the bay will
recycle 90 percent of the water used, re-
sulting in a net use of 10 gallons per wash.

Kassawara said he planned to admin-
istratively approve the addition of the bay
because it was a minor change from the
previously approved fourth amendment to
the Monument Marketplace planned devel-
opment (PD) master plan that first defined
what would be built on Filing 14 because
there would be no negative impact on the
building’s architecture or traffic flow. Lot
3 will probably be used to build a Brakes
Plus store. The line between Lot 2 and Lot
3 may have to be re-platted to allow both
buildings to meet setback requirements.

Glenn said he wanted to see docu-
mentation that shows the actual water use.
Kassawara replied that Triview had agreed
to supply water to the bay. Other trustees
said they agreed with Kassawara adminis-
tratively approving the car wash.

Kassawara added that a Premier
Urgent Care medical facility would be
opening on Filing 6, next to Kohl’s in the
Monument Marketplace.

Kassawara reported that the Planning
Commission had unanimously approved
Development Service’s proposed amend-
ment to the town’s commercial sign ordi-
nance. Kassawara noted that John Savage,
owner of Rocky Mountain Oil Change
and Carwash, had expressed opposition
at the Planning Commission hearing to
the amendment establishing a maximum
coverage of 25 percent for advertising on
exterior windows. Kassawara said the new
restriction was requested by the Police De-
partment to help ensure security of build-
ings by visual inspection when businesses
are closed. He added that Savage may
bring other like-minded business owners
attend the board’s hearing on the amend-
ment in December.

Jerry Kessel and Dan Howard of New-
port Realty Investments have notified staff
that they want to propose a replat and PD
site plan amendment to change the type
and configuration of multi-family housing
previously approved by the board for Jack-
son Creek Market Village on Lyons Tail
Road by the King Soopers shopping cen-
ter. They have also proposed changing the
configuration of the Jackson Creek Market
Village shopping center that was approved
for the vacant lot directly east of the King
Soopers center.

Craig Anderson, developer of the
Monument Ridge parcel directly south
of the King Soopers center, might pro-
pose changes to the previously approved
preliminary PD site plan. Two restaurant
sites would be replaced by a strip of side-
by-side (in-line) retail stores. Anderson
is also considering a proposal to rezone
to commercial the previously approved
residential area on the southeast corner of
the parcel that was supposed to be a buffer
between commercial buildings along Bap-
tist and Struthers Roads and the five-acre
lot homes in Chaparral Hills. The parcel
was zoned for multi-use residential and
commercial by the county prior to annexa-
tion by Monument. During the annexation,
rezoning, and preliminary PD site plan
hearing the developer promised Chaparral
Hills residents, planning commissioners,
trustees, and staff that the area would be
residential.

Public Works Director Rich Landreth
reported that the skateboard park meeting
had been scheduled for the evening of Nov.
28. Landreth also invited board members
to attend a Nov. 30 Pikes Peak Regional
Water Authority presentation by Gary
Barber on proposed regional surface water
projects.

Police Chief Jake Shirk reported that
the state had performed compliance checks
on all Monument liquor license holders on
Nov. 15 and that there had been no viola-
tions for sale to under-age purchasers.

Town Manager Green noted that she
had attended a Rocky Mountain Rail Au-
thority meeting with Town Clerk Scott
Meszaros and Trustee Gail Drumm. The
authority will hire a manager for a study
on the passenger rail project by the end of
2007. The study will begin early in 2008.

Miller asked the board to take ac-
tion on D-38 funding problems for the
high school after the proposed mill levy
override was defeated. Glenn said Miller
should go to the D-38 meetings as a citizen
residing in the school district to express his
personal concerns.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:32
p.m.

seskestesfesokkofoskok
The next meeting is at 6:30 p.m. on Dec. 3
at Town Hall, 166 Second St. Meetings are
normally held on the first and third Mon-
days of the month. Information: 481-2954
or 884-8017.
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By Jim Kendrick

The Monument Planning Com-
mission unanimously approved
the St. Peter Catholic Church pro-
posals to expand the church, par-
ish education center, and parking
lots, as well as a vacation of the
alley between the church and ed-
ucation center to eliminate traffic
from First Street south to Lincoln
Avenue. An extensive revision
of the town’s commercial sign
ordinance was also unanimously
approved.

Rafael Dominguez attended
this the first Planning Commis-
sion meeting to be held since
he was appointed at the Aug. 20
Board of Trustees meeting to fill
a long vacant seat on the commis-
sion. All the other commissioners
were also present.

Director of Development
Services Tom Kassawara noted
that some two-year appointments
would be expiring after the De-
cember meeting and asked the
affected commissioners to apply
for another appointment by the
Board of Trustees. The staff will
also advertise for other volun-
teers to appear at the Dec. 3 board
meeting where all the candidates
for the vacant seats will be inter-
viewed by the trustees prior to
electing the new commissioners.

St. Peter campus
upgrade approved

Architect Brian Bucher of Bucher
Design Studios, Palmer Lake,
presented two separate proposals
for the landowner of the St. Peter
campus, the Diocese of Colorado
Springs. About 30 parishioners
attended the hearings.

Bucher combined both pro-
posals into a single presentation
followed by separate hearings
and votes for replat and vacation
of easements and an alley right-
of-way and use by special review
site plan.

The St. Peter property is
composed of three separate ad-
jacent pieces of land. The largest
piece is the city block bordered
by First Street to the north, Jef-
ferson Street to the east, Lincoln
Avenue to the south, and Wash-
ington Street to the west. There is
an existing large asphalt parking
lot on the northwest corner of
Jefferson and First that extends
up to the southern boundary of
the Toys 4 Fun lot on Jefferson;
the toy store was the original
St. Peter church. The third piece
of the church property is on the
southwest corner of Jefferson and
Lincoln.

Replat details: The proposed
replat would eliminate all the
remaining lot lines for lots 6-16
within the city block to create
a single 3.3-acre lot within the
existing city block. Lots 1-5
were previously combined into a
single lot for construction of the
Parish Education Center on the
southeast corner of Washington
and First.

Vacation details: The proposal
asked that the town’s north-south

Monument Planning Commission, Nov. 14

St. Peter Church campus upgrade plan approved

alley right-of-way through the
center of the city block be vacated
so the church could convert it to
an interior pedestrian walkway.
Removable steel bollards would
prevent routine traffic from
traversing the walkway. These
roadblocks could be removed to
provide emergency medical or
utility vehicle access to the center
of the new campus.

The proposal also called for
vacation of the unused perim-
eter utility easements for all the
eliminated lots to allow building
expansions to be built on top
of the unused easements. The
existing non-exclusive 30-foot-
wide utility easement within the
town’s existing alley right-of-way
would not be vacated. However,
all the utilities will retain their
access rights for their lines under
the proposed walkway. The utili-
ties may dig up the pavers for the
walkway and the proposed adja-
cent concrete curbs within the
30-foot wide easement to repair
or replace their equipment.

Principal Planner Karen
Griffith advised the commis-
sioners that the church’s proposal
met all town requirements listed
in the town’s subdivision regula-
tions. She added that vacation of
the alley would benefit the town
by eliminating costs for main-
tenance and snow plowing. She
added that there were no com-
ments from any of the agencies
routinely queried for this type of
proposal.

The replat and both vacations
were unanimously approved with
three conditions:

* Any necessary technical
corrections to the
documentation will be made
prior to recording it with the
county.

* Thecivil engineering drawings
will be sent to Mountain View
Electric Association, and any
additional required easements
will be dedicated before
recording.

* The final drainage plan and
drainage report must be
approved by town staff before
recording.

Use by special review details:

The proposal calls for adding

16,631 square feet of space to

the existing education center and

9,025 square feet to the church.

Three houses owned by the

church would be moved off-site

to make room for the two addi-
tions and expanded parking lots.

An annual water use analysis
showed that there is a sufficient
existing water appropriation for
the church’s property to support
the new uses if only drip irriga-
tion is used for the proposed
landscaping. However, the report
did not address problems that
might occur during “dry years”
or if drip irrigation is replaced
with a system that would use
more water.

The staff reported that the
proposed use by special review
meets all requirements of the

municipal zoning code for an R-2

downtown zone.

This proposal was unani-
mously approved with two condi-
tions:

* Any necessary technical
corrections to the
documentation will be made
prior to recording with the

county.
* The final drainage plan and
drainage report must be

approved by town staff prior to
recording.

Major revision of town’s

sign ordinance approved
Assistant Planner Natalie Ebaugh
incorporated the suggestions of
staff and the recommendations of
town business owners gathered
at two separate meetings held
by Kassawara to determine how
to amend the sign regulations to
make the town more attractive
without harming businesses.
Kassawara gave a slide presen-
tation that showed what types of
existing signs and banners were
preferred and which would be
eliminated in future sign reviews
if the lengthy amendment is ap-
proved by the Board of Trustees.
During public comments,
A.B. Tellez, owner of Rosie’s
Diner, asked if his normal Christ-
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Nov. 14: Architect Brian Bucher briefed the Monument Planning
Commission on plans to expand the St. Peter Catholic Church
and parish education center buildings as well as create an
improved “inward campus feel.” New Planning Commission
Rafael Dominguez is shown to Bucher’s right. Photo by Jim

Kendrick.

mas decoration paintings on the
windows would violate the pro-
posed maximum signage allow-
ance of 25 percent of the square
footage. Kassawara said that
temporary decorations would not
be covered by the proposed new
restriction.

John Savage, owner of
Rocky Mountain Oil Change and
Carwash, expressed concerns
that the new restrictions on the
number and overall square foot-
age for multiple-use businesses
like his were too tight. He said
he would prefer that no limit be
placed on window signs. Kas-

PEOPLES

NATIONAL B AN K

Plaza Bank
551 Hwy. 105
719.487.9898

Gleneagle
13725 Struthers Rd.
719.488.3058

sawara said that the 25 percent
restriction was a security concern
and that any more advertising in
the windows would significantly
impair police inspections during
routine patrols.

The amendment was unani-
mously approved.

The meeting adjourned at 7:
32 p.m.

stk skokskook ok

The next meeting will be at 6:30
p-m. on Dec. 12 at Town Hall, 166
Second St. Meetings are normally
held on the second Wednesday of
the month. Information: 481-2954
or 884-8017.
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By Jim Kendrick

The Baptist Road Rural Transportation
Authority approved condemnation of the
right-of-way required for expansion of the
Baptist Road 1-25 interchange. The con-
demnation was necessary because THF
Realty and ADK Monument Developers
LLC —owners of the vacant Foxworth-
Galbraith building and the vacant land that
surrounds it, respectively — have refused
to donate it to the project, which has held
up progress on the interchange.

In addition, BRRTA board members
and county officials noted again that
Mountain View Electric Association
(MVEA) continues to stall construction of
the eastbound lane of Baptist Road by not
moving its power lines into the new ease-
ments on the south side of Baptist Road as
required. Andre Brackin, Capital Projects
Manager for El Paso County Department
of Transportation, said the delays have cost
BRRTA about $2,000 a day in unexpected
costs.

THF impasse continues
ADK has received approval from the town

Local history on DVD
Suminer Sojourn

A Histony of Glen Park &
Ive 128 Rocky Monmilain Chiaulaingus

Call 481-3963
www.palmerdivideproductions.com

Facing Neck or Back Surgery? by

Spinal Decompression may be an effective alternative

Seth Allen DC, DACBN

487-7372

www.drsethallen.com

Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority, Nov. 9

Land condemnation approved in hopes of
speeding up I-25 interchange construction

to develop 352,000 square feet of commer-
cial space on its vacant parcel in a project
called the Timbers at Monument. A condi-
tion of approval for ADK’s preliminary site
plan for the Timbers project was donation
of right-of-way for widening Baptist Road
and Jackson Creek Parkway. In return, the
county agreed to a Timbers access on Bap-
tist Road between Jackson Creek Parkway
and the northbound 1-25 on-ramps, which
would otherwise violate county standards
for minimum spacing between accesses
on a major arterial. However, ADK never
made the right-of~way donation and has
subsequently agreed to sell the Timbers
project to THF.

ADK also agreed to provide an alter-
native access to the previous owner of the
Foxworth-Galbraith store, Mike Watt, as
a condition of the Timbers site plan ap-
proval because the Struthers frontage road
between Baptist and Higby Roads was to
be abandoned. The right-of-way between
the existing Struthers traffic signal on
Baptist Road for the frontage road and
the driveway for the store will be used to
build the new northbound on-ramps for
1-25. Watt recently sold the store to THF
without providing the right-of-way for the
interchange as agreed to when the Timbers
site plan was approved in return for a free
interior access to the east side of his prop-
erty by ADK.

THF plans to add the Foxworth-Gal-
braith property to the ADK parcel and
roughly double the square footage of the
Timbers project. However, THF has asked
the town and BRRTA to waive all the im-
pact fees for the additional space before it
closes the sale with ADK as an inducement
to develop the property in return for addi-
tional future sales tax revenue. Both have

Right: A Mountain View Electric
Association power transformer remains
in the area for the new eastbound lanes
of Baptist Road at the intersection with
the new Struthers Road connection
to Jackson Creek Parkway. This
transformer has delayed the construction
of the eastbound lanes east of this
intersection for months, forced several
costly construction
schedule changes

contractor
Rocky  Mountain
Asphalt, and
significantly
contributed to
cost overruns that
have resulted

department.
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Right: One of two as yet unused
View Electric

transformers
that should have replaced
similar transformers within
the eastbound
widened Baptist Road. This
transformer is positioned
just below the northwest
corner of the Family of
Lutheran
in a new utility easement
south of the new curbline
for Baptist Road.

Photos by Jim Kendrick.

refused to waive the impact fees because
the THF proposal will generate even more
traffic on Baptist Road, Jackson Creek
Parkway, and the interchange. THF has not
closed the sale with ADK because of the
impact fee impasse, nor agreed to donate
right-of-way for either property to BRRTA
for the interchange.

“This interchange is going nowhere
fast,” said Monument Mayor Byron Glenn,
adding that THF “is holding us hostage”
and “just wants to cut a deal to lower
their development costs at the cost of the
public.” Glenn noted that he and Monu-
ment Director of Development Services
Tom Kassawara had met with interchange
project manager Bob Torres, of Carter &
Burgess, Inc., to determine if there is an
alternative approach to starting the expan-

sion construction process.

Torres gave a presentation on how
to break the ongoing impasse so that the
contracting process can begin if BRRTA
can only obtain 75 percent of the required
right-of-way through land donations. Ordi-
narily, all right-of-way must be transferred
to the Colorado Department of Transporta-
tion (CDOT) for a specific project before a
CDOT construction bid can be advertised
with Federal Highway Administration ap-
proval. To date, right-of-way for the inter-
change expansion has only been obtained
for the southeast and southwest corners of
the interchange.

BRRTA is paying for the expansion
of the CDOT interchange because the
state has no funds for the improvement.
BRRTA funding for improving the state’s

lanes of

Church

in a shortfall of funding of about $2 million for the project according to the county transportation
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interchange comes from bonds that are be-
ing repaid by a new temporary one-cent
BRRTA sales tax. When construction is
completed, the county will own the new
eight-lane bridge over I-25, while CDOT
will take over the new ramps.

The county transportation department
isresponsible for managing the interchange
construction contract for BRRTA. Torres
will manage the construction contract for
the county as a BRRTA consultant, includ-
ing coordinating the work with CDOT to
ensure compliance with state and federal
requirements. Torres recently retired from
CDOT as the Region 2 Transportation Di-
rector. Region 2 includes El Paso County.

Torres said he had met with represen-
tatives from the Monument town staff and
Triview and Forest Lakes Metropolitan
Districts to discuss installation of a new
sewer line that the town will be extending
from the Old Denver Highway sanitary
sewer interceptor line to the Diamond
Shamrock fuel station. The station’s ex-
isting septic system, which is failing, is
located within the right-of-way needed for
the new southbound off ramp.

Valero Corp., which owns the station,
will have to donate that land for the expan-
sion project. Also, Valero must apply for
inclusion in Triview for the sanitary sewer
service. Carter & Burgess would design the
sewer line for Triview, but the design work
is not part of the construction management
contract with BRRTA and would be billed
to Valero Corp. separately. However, water
service to the fuel station will be provided
by Forest Lakes.

Torres said there is enough CDOT
right-of-way around the existing bridge
abutments and the Struthers frontage road
north of Baptist — once BRRTA obtains
Valero’s right-of-way and the adjacent
Phoenix-Bell right-of-way — to begin con-
struction of the northern four-lane bridge
for westbound traffic and the Baptist Road
approaches from the west.

The Schuck Corp. has already donated
right-of-way on the southwest corner of the
interchange. CDOT owns the land on the
southeast corner between the ramp and the
new four-lane portion of Struthers Road.

Once construction is complete, the
only way to access the Foxworth-Galbraith
building would be from Higby Road onto
Struthers. The only access to the ADK
property would be, as it is currently,
from Blevins Buckle (formerly Row-
dao) Drive at the southeast corner of
Monument Marketplace. Mouse habitat
prevents creating any other accesses
between Blevins Buckle Drive and

the color of home.
the color of life.
the color of certainty
in the Tri-Lakes Region.,

CertaPro Painters
[

Residential. Commercial. Interior. Exterior.

Call today to schedule your
free estimate

1-866-498-0343

Or schedule online at
www.certapro.com/sched

Baptist Road.

Torres said the BRRTA board should
initiate the appraisal process for the needed
THF and ADK right-of-way — and, if nec-
essary, for the Valero right-of-way — so
that condemnation could be completed by
next November by the state’s Transporta-
tion Resource Services.

Torres said that since rights to the
northeast corner of the interchange are not
final, the interchange expansion would be
broken into non-standard phases to gain
CDOT and federal approval. Other agree-

Connie Jordan
Certified Brain Inteqration 5
Body Alignment Prictitioner
cqjor mn@gminmm(}a@u/arks.cam

www.prainandpodyworks.com
17675 Charter Pines Drive
Monument, C0 S0132

717-488-0578 home
717-243-0477 cell 719-488-1122 fm

Brain 5 Body
Works

Are you a Number Jumbler??
Are you Lax with your Tax??
Are you a Pill with your Bills??

)

S X"
The Balancing‘ Act

Boolzlaeeping for
Small Business & Individuals

35 Years of Office Solution and
Boolzleeeping Experience

Maggie Williamson
719-488-9110

emw(@bigplanet.com

ments that are required for his alternative

to be feasible are:

e The environmental 404 permit must
be finalized by the Army Corps of
Engineers

* The historic clearance must be finalized
by the Federal Highway Administration
that allows demolition of the remaining
crumbling concrete of the original
Denver Highway, located on the
Phoenix-Bell property. The concrete

f chlldrens Cholce v

v -'I,jﬁ www.childrenschoice.us

sits where the new access to Diamond
Shamrock would be built. The current
Diamond Shamrock access to Baptist
Road will be part of the new southbound
off-ramp.

A clearance must be obtained from
MVEA to move the electric utility
lines that will serve the expanded
interchange.

A revision must be made to the planned
construction bid advertisement to reflect

Your neighborhood licensed childcare facility
located in Historic Downtown Monument since
1993 serving children ages 12 months
to 12 years.

Longtime, highly qualified
teaching staff certified in
CPR & First Aid
Developmentally appropriate
programs for all children

Committed to a multi-cultural,

anti-biased philosophy

Hot lunch and snacks prepared
in our kitchen - kid friendly and

nutritious menus
Y2 day and full-day preschool

Before & after school programs
Transportation to and from
District 38 elementary schools
Kindergarten readiness skills
Homework assistance

Summer camp

Vacation camps

Programs during elementary
school closures

Open year-round with
year-round enrollment

Please drop in or phone for a tour.
We would love to show you our school!

77 Third Street - 488-0884
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 6:30 pm
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Cleaning Services
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Free Estimates * Local References
Serving the Tri-Lakes Area for 10 Years

495-1798

Rocky Forry < Sharon Forry
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FREE Transportation for Seniors

in the Tri-Lakes and surrounding
areas by Mountain Community
Transportation for Seniors
(MCTS). For rides, seniors (60*)

488-0076

Donations Welcomed

Van Schedule

o Transportation is available Mon.-Thu. to Colorado
Springs for medical app'ts only. Locally for any need.

o First Tuesday each month Chapel Hills/King Soopers
o Third Tuesday each month Village Inn/Wal-Mart
o Pickup of passengers begins at 9:30 am
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the non-standard phasing until the right-of-way can be
condemned.

* The county transportation department must finalize
the revised bid advertisement after coordinating with
CDOT and the Federal Highway Administration.

Torres said that if every aspect of this alternative process
is acceptable to all involved agencies, then a bid could be
advertised by the end of December and a contract could
be awarded by the end of February. Torres added that
negotiations with THF should continue for an additional
six months to show the district court good faith before fil-
ing for condemnation and immediate possession and use
while the condemnation process is finalized.

El Paso County Commissioner Wayne Williams said
it was “time to start playing hardball” with THF and
ADK by eliminating any access to either property from
Baptist Road because neither company had fulfilled their
donation promises made before the BRRTA tax election.
Torres said, “I wholeheartedly agree.”

2006 audit approved

Auditor Dawn Schilling reported a clean audit for 2006.
The board unanimously approved the audit and Schil-
ling’s representation letter.

The board unanimously approved payments of:
* $7,113.48 to Grimshaw and Harring for legal services
* $49.794.67 to Carter & Burgess, Inc. for contract

management services

* $750 to American National Bank for bank services
* $4,113.95 to R.S. Wells for management services
* $33212.83 to PBS& J for engineering services

2008 budget approved

Total general fund revenues are $575,000, and total ex-
penditures are $394,850. The beginning general fund bal-
ance of $268,129 grows by $180,150 to $448,279. There
are no BRRTA mill levies. General fund revenues come
solely from road use fees and interest income.

The debt service fund balance increases from
$223,329 to $5,133,329. Total revenues are $6,170,000:
* $2,150,000 for debt reserve
* $3,000,000 from capitalized interest
* $1,020,000 from sales tax revenues
Debt service fund expenses are $1,260,000:
* $1,061,000 for bond interest
¢ $40,000 for amortization
¢ $159,000 for investment fees
The capital projects fund starts at $20,976,639 and drops
to $4,090,714. Interest income is $100,000. Total expen-
ditures are $16,985,925:
* $500,000 for utilities
* $1,200,000 for construction management
» $14,000,000 for interchange construction
+ $1,285,925 for right-of-way
The board unanimously approved the resolution for the

2008 budget.

Construction Update
Andre Brackin, capital projects manager for El Paso
County Department of Transportation reported the open-
ing of the Struthers Road connection to Baptist Road.
There was enough room for a left turn lane on westbound
Baptist to southbound Struthers to allow for temporary
full motion operation. All the remaining, but incomplete,
planned improvements to this intersection have been
deferred to the interchange project. Environmental prob-
lems also exist for working in and around the Jackson
Creek streambed at this time of year.
The deferred improvements are:
* A second left turn lane from eastbound Baptist to
northbound Jackson Creek Parkway
* Aright turn lane from eastbound Baptist to southbound
Struthers

Brackin said the Mountain View Electric power lines un-
der Baptist Road have not been moved to date. Power is
being provided by a transformer that is still sitting in the
middle of the two eastbound lanes of Baptist Road. Two
new transformers have been installed at the northeast and
northwest corners of the Monument Ridge commercial
center project. The two new transformers have not been

House
For Sale

Jackson Creek/Monument
4 bdrm, 3.5 bath, 3-car garage,
fenced yard, 3,283 sq. ft. MLS #482476
Must sell. $369,900.

Call 719-359-1474

connected, although a new cable was buried between
them in MVEA’s new Monument Ridge perimeter ease-
ment.

None of the required excavation for final grading
of the eastbound lanes of Baptist Road (by the church)
can occur until the old power lines under the roadway
are turned off and disconnected. There is no announced
date for switching power transmission from the old line
to the new.

Paving will continue east of the church to Gleneagle
Drive, weather permitting, but winter temperatures may
prelude any further construction work in front of the
King Soopers center until spring. Temperatures must be
40 degrees or above for asphalt to be installed.

Another hot power line that extends from Baptist
to the King Soopers center must be relocated before the
sloping berm along the southern boundary of the center
can be cut away and replaced by a retaining wall. The dirt
and sod must be removed to make room for a right turn
lane from westbound Baptist Road to northbound Jackson
Creek Parkway. This hot MVEA line will not be moved
until all the other utilities in the King Soopers berm have
been located, excavated, and relocated.

Brackin noted that the overall shortfall of funding
for this project has risen to about $490,000. The delays
for Rocky Mountain Asphalt caused by MVEA have cost
about $2,000 per day in additional costs for extra people
to control traffic.

Paving of the Gleneagle-Baptist intersection is com-
plete, as is the installation of the traffic signal poles, wires,
controller boxes, and a meter. The signal heads will be
installed next, and then the controls will be programmed
after power is connected to them. The signals will be acti-
vated even though no house construction has been started
by John Laing Homes and there is not enough traffic at
the intersection to legally warrant a light.

When the final topcoat of asphalt is applied for the
full length of the project in the spring, all the Triview
Metropolitan District manholes in Baptist Road will be
raised to match the final grade.

A trail and sidewalk will be installed along the full
length of the east side of Struthers Road.

The Monument Ridge developer has requested
county approval of concrete islands that project into the
right lane (acceleration/deceleration lane) of Struthers
and Baptist Road for the remaining two entrances to the
parcel. The other two proposed right-in, right-out-only
accesses were eliminated by the county earlier this year.

No announcements have been made regarding instal-
lation and activation of the traffic signal at Leather Chaps
Drive or Jackson Creek Crossing. All the underground
connections for these two signals will be installed as part
of this ongoing project.

Brackin announced that Baptist Road project engi-
neer Kem Reliford had resigned to take a new position
with Colorado Springs Ultilities. Reliford will not be re-
placed until after this project is completed in the spring,
so Brackin, a professional engineer, will perform the
engineering tasks in the interim.

Monument Director of Development Services Tom
Kassawara noted that the Monument Ridge developer
has firm commitments from Walgreen’s, Chase Bank,
MacDonald’s, and Fairfield Inn hotel. Promontory Pointe
construction has been shut down for the winter. Monu-
ment Marketplace construction for Staples, Petsmart, and
Texas Roadhouse and the Grease Monkey auto center is
proceeding. Infinity Land Corp. has applied to Monument
for annexation of the former Watt Willow Ranch property
at the west end of Baptist Road for 433 homes.

Williams asked what contributions James Morley
and Paul Howard of Infinity had agreed to make toward
Baptist Road construction. Kassawara said Infinity has
agreed informally to contribute “their fair share” to the
widening of Baptist Road and future planned construc-
tion of a railroad overpass bridge. The Willow Springs
project will use the already planned Mitchell Avenue
access being built within Forest Lakes. Kassawara is
coordinating these two development projects with county
Long Range Planning Manager Carl Schueler.

Attorney Jim Hunsaker asked the board to ratify the
final payment of its previously authorized contribution of
$51,354 to the cost of the Gleneagle Drive traffic signal.
John Laing Homes has paid the rest of the cost. The board
unanimously approved the payment.

The meeting adjourned at 3:28 p.m.

sesteotseoskskogoskok sk
The next BRRTA meeting is at 2:30 p.m. on Feb. 8 at
Monument Town Hall, 166 Second St.
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Monument Academy Board of Directors, Nov. 12

New school representative named

By Chris Pollard
The Monument Academy Board of Directors approved a
contract for Dana Murphree, who normally gives the Par-
ent-Teacher Organization committee reports, to act as the
owner’s representative for the new school, to replace Bob

Open Enroliment
Notice

(1p

Lewis-Palmer School District

There was no new information on access to Highway
105 from the proposed school, but earthmoving was sched-
uled to start Nov. 20. Any new information will be acces-
sible on the Internet at http://www.monumentacademy.net/.
This Web site has a tab linking to a page where progress and

Lewis-Palmer School District 38 will accept
applications for open enrollment in the 2008 - 2009
academic year from

Hughes, who resigned from that position.

other items will be covered, including pictures of the site.

Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Special Education Advisory Committee, Nov. 14

Committee focuses on special
education goals

Above:
Stephens and Bob Gardner at the SEAC meeting
Nov. 14. Photo by Marie Jackson.

Colorado State Representatives Amy

By Ilanit Bennaim

Lewis-Palmer School District 38 parents, educators and

administrators focused on goals at the monthly Special

Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) meeting Nov.

14. The meeting was chaired by parent and SEAC board

member Chris Amenson.

The establishment of a state-level advisory commit-
tee is required by the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cational Act (IDEA) as a condition for a state’s eligibility
for funding under the IDEA. A state advisory committee
is also established by Colorado’s Exceptional Children’s
Educational Act (ECEA). In the spirit to actively repre-
sent kids with disabilities and impact decisions made
on their behalf, parents and District 38 have voluntarily
established its own SEAC, modeled after the state-man-
dated SEAC Advisory Committee.

SEAC duties as an advisory committee include, but
are not limited to:

* Advising D-38 of unmet needs in the education of
children with disabilities.

* Providing advice to improve programs and services
for students with disabilities.

* Advising the school district in developing and
implementing improvement strategies in an array of
areas that relate to the coordination of services for
children with disabilities.

SEAC is open to anyone who has an interest in the ac-
countability of Special Education matters in D-38 and
the state. Everyone who is in attendance at each meet-
ing is able to participate in important committee work,
which will ultimately provide advice and recommenda-
tions to improve services for students with disabilities.

At the November meeting, everyone separated into
committees to review a list of suggested task force com-
mittees and goals developed in the October SEAC meet-
ing. The following were the established committees and
proposed goals/tasks to focus on accomplishing during

| KELLY'S DAYCARE |

Home away from home ¢

Kelly DaCosta—owner/Operator
Conveniently located off Old Denver
Hwy in the Town of Monument.

Colorado License # 1538150

719.352.1055

Committee Subcommittee Goal(s)

Center- (1) Determining entrance and exit

Based criteria for all district center-

Program based programs, to ensure that a

Advisory child is not placed in a program

Committee simply because of their DX, but
because their support level is
such that they are better served
at a center-based program

(2) Provide communication and
information about each district’s
center-based programs.

(3) Define the program
philosophies; the research
behind the interventions used in
the program, and the program
goals.

Special Identify the needs of special education
Education staffing in the District, and conduct a
Staffing program survey with comparable schools,
Allocation | to see what other schools are doing
Committee | effectively where we can gain some
insight.
SEAC Promote an increase in district staff and
OutReach parent involvement with SEAC, so that
Public we have a broad range of people working
Relations collaboratively to help promote SEAC’s
Committee | goals. The more people we have
involved, the greater we can actively
represent kids with special needs and
impact decisions made on their behalf to
enhance the quality of educational
services to all students.
Legislative (1) Educate D-38 on legislative
Committee issues

(2) Briefing SEAC what legislation
is under consideration

(3) Educate parents and provide
systemized access to information
as to their child’s rights and
current laws.

Needs and | Develop and administer parent and staff
Program “Needs and Program” review surveys,
Identificati | with the intent to identify unmet needs
on and the effectiveness of existing
Committee | programs.
Transition | Create a “Transition” survey that can be
Committee | distributed to IEP and 504 students,
parents, and their teachers to determine
how successful transitions have been for
them in the district, and what
recommended changes or solutions they
would make, if transitions have not been
effective.
Look at year-to-year transitions, school-
to-school transitions and school-to-life
transitions.
Committee will identify the need and then
propose a process to be adopted.

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential  Commercial * Industrial
Service Calls * Reasonable Rates ¢ Free Estimates
Fully Insured & Licensed
Master Electricians
David Lambert Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257 (719) 243-2258

January 8th to February 1st, 2008.

Open Enrollment is the process by which families
may enroll their students in a school other than the
one that is in their assigned attendance area.

Families within D-38 and from other districts are
welcome to apply for open enrollment.

Details of the open enrollment requirements are
explained on the School District 38 web site,
www.lewispalmer.org, where application forms and
instructions will be posted in January. Families un-
able to access the Internet should call (719) 488-
4700 for more information.
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Shop Locdlly for Gifts and More!

e Jewelry by Zu/ugrass and K. Robins
CDs,DVDs: Yoga, meditation & music
Yoga/pilates/workout clothing

by One Step Ahead, Gaiam &
Be Present

Yoga sandals
Essential oils, natural lotion, incense
Salt lamps, candles, and lanterns On

Sale in December! (o

Yoga statues,
equipment & props
Located inside the Yoga Pathways Studio
325 2nd Street, Suite W in the Monteverde Building
Wed. 4-8 pm, Thurs. & Sat. 10:30 am -1:30 pm
and 15 minutes before and after yoga classes
(for schedule see www.trilakesyoga.com)

and by appointment at 481-0599.
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Your Hometown Bookstore
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481-2665 (BOOK)

Second and Washington Streets
In Historic Downtown Monument
Mon.-Fri. 9-6, Sat., 9-4, Sun., 12-4




Page 28

Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org

Vol. 7 No. 12

State Reps. Amy Stephens and Bob Gardner gave a
preview of the upcoming legislative session, particularly
with respect to issues affecting education, health care, and
the developmentally disabled community.

Some topics discussed included the P20 Council and
the P20 Data Committee. P20 was tasked to address teach-
er training, high-risk youths, early childhood through K-12
and higher education, data and accountability.

House Bill 1270 orders a comprehensive review of the
educational data systems of the state and local school dis-
tricts. The review will look at data capacity, accessibility,
inter-operability among systems for the exchange of data
as well as quality of services.

Other bills being considered would address increasing
state funding for services for people with development dis-
abilities, specifically addressing The Resource Exchange’s
(TRE) developmentally disabled “wait list” as well as new
legislation that could possibly provide tax incentives to
employers who hire people with disabilities.

sesteotsfeoskokokoskok ok
For more information on the state legislators’ presenta-
tions, contact either representative directly: Stephens
(303) 866-2924 or Gardner (303) 866-2191.

The next meeting will not be on the second Wednes-
day of the month, as is customary, but on Dec. 19 accom-
modate a guest speaker from the Colorado Department of
Education. It will be at 6:30 p.m. at 146 Jefferson St.

The guest speaker’s topic for the December meeting
will be “IDEA 2004: New Law, New Expectations, What
Do the Changes Mean for Students with Disabilities?”
The state Education Department will share the changes

will focus on how parents can ensure their child is receiv-
ing an effective and appropriate education with individual-
ized services and supports.

For more information about SEAC, contact any
SEAC board member: Terri-Ann Snediker, 559-2994, Kim
Rossbach, 330-3277, Chris Amenson, 487-9959, Ilanit
Bennaim, 325-6979, Zina McDowell, 757-1490, or Nancy
Tolbert, 757-1507.

Above: Everyone in attendance at SEAC
meetings participates in sub-groups to discuss
task force or committee work. This photo is of the
Needs & Program lIdentification Committee as
they discuss how they will develop and administer
parent and staff “Needs & Program” reviews
with the intent to identify unmet needs and the
effectiveness of existing programs. Photo by

in IDEA 2004 and the 2006 regulations. The presentation

Colorado Home Furnishings

« Furniture

. Upholstery

. Custom window
fashions

. Your fabric or
ours

Pre-Opening Preview Sale

Call for your free in-home consultation
or directions to our store

79-471-7411

Happy Holidays
from Goetymann Homes!

Win a FREE beautiful custom-made holiday
centerpiece! All you need to do is tour our
Goetzmann Model in Remington Hill and
register by Dec. 20". Drawings will be beld

on Jackson Creek Parkway. Turn east on Leatherchaps.
Turn north on Bowstring. Turn east
on Harness Rd. Turn south on

Greyhawk. Go to 16561 Curled Oak
Dr.

For more information, call
488-0863. See you soon!

Marie Jackson.

Pfoff picked to fill
D-38 board vacancy

On Nov. 28, Lewis Palmer School District 38 an-
nounced that the Board of Education has appointed
Mark Pfoff as its newest member. The board seat in
Director District 4 was left vacant when no one ran
for the position in the November election. Pfoff was
among several applicants for the position who were
screened and interviewed.

Pfoff has experience in computer engineering
and management and is currently a Detective with
the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office. He says his pri-
mary motivation in applying for the position is as a
father of students in District 38 schools. He says he
wants to help ensure students receive the best educa-
tion possible in a safe and secure environment.

Right: Mark Pfoff. Photo provided by D-38.

SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE

Mountain View Electric Association awards 15 Scholarships
to graduating high school seniors.
- 10 - $1,000 MVEA Scholarships
1 - $1,000 Vocational/ Technical Scholarship
- 2 -$500 Tri-State 6 & T Scholarships
1 - $1,000 Basin Electric Scholarship
1-$1,000 E.A. "Mick" Geesen Memorial Scholarship

To qualify for these scholarships:
1. Parents or legal guardians must receive electric
service from MVEA
2. You must be a graduating high school senior
3. You must meet ACT or SAT and GPA requirements
(varies according to scholarship applied for)

Applications are available at either MVEA office, high
school counselors’ offices or online at www.mvea.coop.
Please call Deborah Skillicorn at 800-388-9881 for more
information. DEADLINE IS JANUARY 15, 2008.
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By Chris Pollard

An unusually large number of
residents showed up at the Now.
26 meeting of the Woodmoor
Improvement Association Board
of Directors to give comments on
a proposal that had been received
by a few of them, just the previ-
ous week, to add a second park-
ing lot near the Toboggan Hill
open space. There were a number
of comments made about the fact
that there was little or no notice
received of the proposal and the
timing of the mailing. Because
it was sent during Thanksgiving
week, many residents were out
of town.

One resident who had talked
to many of his neighbors said that
they were almost unanimously
agreed that the proposed site for
the parking lot was wrong. The
parking lot is at a point on the
road that usually is icy and left
unplowed by the county. Resi-
dents knew that this area had a
history of vehicles sliding off
the road. More parking there was
opposed because they believed
that many of the users came from
areas well outside Woodmoor. It
appeared that several large trees
in this area had been marked, as

November

Election
Results

Lewis-Palmer School District 38
Director District 2: John Mann
(4,575 votes), LouAnn Dekleva
(1,738 votes)

Lewis-Palmer School District
38 Director District 5: Jeff

Cantlebary (3,214 votes), Stephen

Plank (2,787 votes)

Lewis-Palmer School District 38
Issue 3A: No (3,928 votes), Yes
(3,816 votes)

Lewis-Palmer School District 38
Issue 3B: No (5,503 votes), Yes
(2,216 votes)

Town of Monument Question 2A:
Yes (635 votes), No (464 votes)

Triview Metropolitan District Issue
5B: No (443), Yes (231 votes)

Triview Metropolitan District Issue
5C: No (446), Yes (227 votes)

Triview Metropolitan District Issue
5D: No (417), Yes (261 votes)

Triview Metropolitan District Issue
5E: No (437), Yes (238 votes)

For more election details, visit http:

//car.elpasoco.com/Election/.

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board, Nov. 26

Residents concerned proposed parking at Toboggan Hill

if for cutting down, and many of
those trees were quite large.

Another resident said that it
was clearly established that this
particular location was danger-
ous because it had been discussed
in the past and “no parking” signs
had been placed along the road.
She also believed that many hun-
dreds of outsiders came to use
the hill.

Others were concerned about
keeping the natural habitat and
not having a large parking lot.
They felt that it should not be
provided as a resource for people
outside the community. They
were concerned that there were
already too many people using
the area and that kids used the
present parking lot for drinking
and for linking to open wireless
Internet routers. Also, when it
was being used for snow-related
activities, kids would use car
headlights to illuminate the area.

Gary Marner, WIA director
of Open Space, said in response
that he did not believe that any
large trees had to be removed.
Kevin Nielsen, chief of Public
Safety, reminded everybody that
the parking lot was intended
as a way to get cars off Deer

What Interest Rate
Do You Earn?

Yield and market value wi

Creek Road. Keeping people
off the road would minimize the
problem of children getting out
of cars into the path of moving
traffic. After a brief discussion,
the board acknowledged the
complaints of insufficient notice
and tabled the discussion until
the next meeting on Dec. 17.

Mail thefts continue
Nielsen said there had been a few
more reports of mail being stolen
from the area around the golf
course. He reminded residents
about not leaving payments in
their mailboxes and ensuring that
delivered mail is promptly picked
up. He asked that residents sus-
pecting mail theft contact him
for the name of the local postal
inspector handling the problem.
There also had been a couple of
reports of Christmas lights being
broken.

Nielsen said that he had re-
cently done a survey of the roads
in Woodmoor and while there
was noticeable improvement
from work that the El Paso Coun-
ty roads department had carried
out, the pavement management
system appeared to be broken.

Monument Academy is-

*Yield effective as of 11/23/2007, subject to availability and price change.
i [l Hluctuate if sold prior to maturity

8.19

sue

Steve Malfatti, director of Cov-
enants, said that there was still no
agreement with the Monument
Academy over the covenants that
had been placed on the site of
their new school by the County
Commissioners. Board members
agreed to ask the WIA attorney
to further pursue the matter.

There also appeared to be
no progress on the matter of
access to Highway 105. This
would mean that if no access
were granted, the school could
only be reached from Knollwood
Boulevard Apparently, the Acad-
emy had reached the next step
on the project and had applied
to the Colorado Division of Oil
and Public Safety for approval
on Nov. 8.

Other matters
Marner announced that the bid
of $990 from Munson excavating
for improvements to Greg’s Pond
had been accepted. The contrac-
tor would now restore the top of
the dam there and put in proper
rip-rap for the overflow.

Marner said he had also re-
ceived a bid from the same con-
tractor for work on Wild Duck
Pond. With run-off from higher

%

YTM*

Yield to
Maturity
due
6/15/2011

M.R. Lang

Matthew Lang,
Investment Consultant
1864 Woodmoor Drive, Suite 211
Monument, CO 80132

719-481-0887

matthew.lang@Ipl.com

* Non-callable

Washington Mutual Bank
Investment Services, LLC What interest rate do you earn?

* Rated A- by Standard and Poor’s
* Semi-Annual Interest

Securities offered through Linsco/Private Ledger, Member NASD/SIPC

up the hill along the side of High-
way 105, the pond had become
heavily silted and overgrown
with cattails. It now needed to be
dredged and the cattails removed.
He said he would work with the
executive director to inform local
residents.

Bill Walters, vice president,
suggested that if the cost of a
project is over a certain amount,
there should be multiple bids.
So far there had been only one
bid on this project, which would
cost over $10,000. He suggested
that this be an agenda item for the
next meeting.

Given that this was at least
the second time that this pond
would have to be dredged, he
asked if anything could be done
to prevent the run-off carrying
silt into the pond. Amy Smith
added that there should be a bet-
ter process for new projects and
that they should be reviewed at
the board level before quotes
were sought.

Dolphins
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Mention this ad in
December for
Buy one dinner
entree, receive

one dessert FREE

Dine-in only
Valid Tues—Thurs

5d

Reservations
suggested
For dinner

~ Penne Beef Asiago ~ Spicy Seafood Chipotle ~ Grilled Smoked Pork Loin Chops ~ Shrimp ~

Filling Station Restaurant
25 Highway 105

Palmer Lake

Casual ~ Elegant ~ Dining

481-4780

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

5>

Dinner Tues.-Sat.

5:00-9:00 pm

www.BandEFillingStation.com

~Alaskan Cod ~ Pork Tenderloin ~ Chicken Marsala ~ Orange Duck ~ Almond Salmon ~ Sea Scallops ~ Greek Chicken ~ Almond Crusted Salmon ~

Now open for

BREAKFAST

Tues.—Sat.
7:30 -11:00

Sunday
8:00-1:00

5>

Now open for
LUNCH
Tues.-Sat.
11:00-2:00
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Support Our
Community
Shop Tri-Lakes

Hands OnSite Massage
| come to your location
REDUCE HOLIDAY

STRESS!
Gift yourself a massage!

Barbara Grace, LMP, NCBTMB

719.440.8177

Personal Wellness Coach

Get a head start on your New Years

Resolution whether it be to improve 3
your health or lose weight. We can

help with a program to fit your life.

FREE gift with program purchase.
Ann Chavtur 488-3677

Herbalife Independent Distributor

Designs for the way you live!

C E‘"’_‘_}g: ! j:' Making your home
a haven - without

breaking the bank.

719-487-8662
jdlochridge@gmail.com

Jacquiline D Lochridge

International Designer

Interior/Exterior Living Spaces — Floral Design
Holiday/Party Decorating — Accessory Shopping

13784 Gleneagle Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
T19=-5596-3081

ot o*

JL‘.:]-I"-.HR‘.I‘*.“":Li.}RT]IL‘.II"L‘INTILH PC.

BEDE
Offering;: Beaces for oll AAge

= Clear Braces

- Braces & Invisalign for Children & Adults
- Multiple financing options

= Fum stylish Color Bands

SPECIAL OFFER ON BRACES!
Bring in this coupon and receive
5200 off your orthodontic fee !

Call us roday fo sef np a FREE Exarniration
T19-596-3081

November Weather Wrap

By Bill Kappel
As expected, we experienced a little bit of everything this
November, with 70-degree highs and sunny skies to sub-
zero lows and a little bit of snow. Overall, the month was
warmer and drier than normal.

November started off much like October ended, with
sunny skies and mild temperatures. Highs took a little
bit of a rollercoaster ride, and a couple of dry cold fronts
pushed through the area. We hit the 60s and low 70s on the
Ist, 3rd, and 4th, with 40s on the 2nd and 5th. No precipita-
tion fell during the period; in fact barely a cloud showed
during these first five days. But don’t get too discouraged,
as November is usually our driest month of the year.

Mild and dry has been the story so far this month. In
fact, we haven’t seen any measurable precipitation since
Oct. 21! Although it would be nice to get some moisture,
November has been the driest month of the year over the
past six years. Therefore, to get no moisture when the aver-
age is less than an inch for the month anyway is not as sig-
nificant as, say, a very dry August where only an inch ac-
cumulates when the average is 4 inches. Hopefully, you’ve
had a chance to enjoy some of the sunshine and mild tem-
peratures because, of course, this won’t last forever.

One of the reasons we’ve seen such a dry, mild pat-
tern is the fact that a La Nina pattern has set up. When
this occurs, the storm track doesn’t favor Colorado, and
that has been the case so far this season. For more infor-
mation on La Nina, check out the following Web site:
www.elnino.noaa.gov/lanina.html.

There was more of the same for the second week of
November, with mild temperatures and dry conditions.
There was one brief exception as a cold front moved
through late on the 13th. This brought much colder tem-
peratures, but once again this front was moisture-starved.
We did get a dusting of snow during the morning of the
14th, and highs stayed around freezing that afternoon.
Then mild and dry conditions moved back in to finish out
the week, with highs reaching back into the 50s and 60s
from the 15th through the 19th.

Finally, after a month of dry and mild weather, winter
made a return appearance to the region, with snow, wind,
and cold arriving on the 21st. The first in a series of cold
fronts moved through during the late morning of the 20th,
and the atmosphere soon became saturated. By evening
clouds had filled in, and as another surge of cold air infil-
trated the area, snow began to fall just before midnight on
the 20th. Unfortunately, this system was moisture-starved,
but most of us picked up 2-3 inches of snow by the after-
noon of the 21st.

The biggest shock was the cold, as highs struggled to
reach the mid-20s on the afternoon of the 21st. Another
reinforcing shot of cold moved in late on Thanksgiving,

making for a cold, blustery Black Friday. Highs on the
busiest shopping day of the year stayed in the upper teens
and low 20s. The next morning was the coldest of the sea-
son so far, as lows dipped below zero at many locations.
However, plenty of sunshine returned that day as highs
finally broke back above the freezing mark.

The rest of the month saw an active weather pattern,
with a cold front followed by a warm-up about every other
day. Each of these quick-moving systems brought gusty
winds and colder temperatures, but little in the way of
SNOW.

A look ahead

December can be a cold month around the Tri-Lakes
region, with highs often staying below freezing. The
month is generally dry, however, with several light,
fluffy snowfalls common. Gusty winds are also a com-
mon nuisance during the month. In December 2004, we
had a well-timed snow just before Christmas, which left
behind clear skies and a beautiful snow-covered landscape
for Christmas Day, while December 2005 started off cold
and snowy and ended up mild and dry. Last year, two bliz-
zards moved through, one right before Christmas and one
right after. The official monthly forecast for December
2007, produced by the Climate Prediction Center (http:
//www.cpe.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/),
is calling for above normal temperatures and below nor-
mal precipitation. For a complete look at monthly climate
summaries for the Tri-Lakes region, please visit http:
/lusers.adelphia.net/~billkappel/ClimateSummary.htm.

November 2007 Weather Statistics

Average High 50.0° (+2.7°)
Average Low 21.5° (+2.4°)
Highest Temperature 71° on the 4th
Lowest Temperature -2° on the 24th
Monthly Precipitation 0.20” (-.44™)
Monthly Snowfall 4.5” (-5.8”)
Season to Date Snow 16.6” (-8.9”)
(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip. 9.26” (-.827)

(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
For more detailed weather information and Climatology
of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region, please visit
Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at www.thekappels.com/
Weather.htm.
Remember, weather affects all of us every day and is
a very important part of life for us in the Tri-Lakes region,
and we want to hear from you. If you see a unique weather
event or have a weather question, please contact us at
billkappel@ourcommunitynews.org.
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident.

ALTHOUSE ELECTRIC, INC.

Residential/Commercial
Brent Althouse - Master Electrician

(719) 495-8478

Licensed and Insured

Skunks-Coons-Squimels-Snakes-Woodpeckers

ANIMAL MOVERS

(303} 664816
(T19) 570-1757

Man Penfound owsam
Professional Trapper

www. coloradaspringsortho.com

Integrative B @

Massage Ojg

Solutions . /
= 4»\\

Specialized in:
Therapeutic Rehab Massage, Repetltlve Motion
Injuries, and Deep Tissue Massage.

Purchase a2 for 1gift
certificate for the Holidays!

Kolleen Conley, MA, LMT, CNMT
(119) 211-8139

236 N. Washington (Chapala North)

A Reliable Hand

e Cooking, shopping, and
helping you recover from
disease and improve your health.

| e Personalized fitness and yoga training.
e Caretaking while you're away.

® Preparing your home for sale.
Affordable Individualized Rates

Call Laura at 719.314.8990

INTEGRITY ®* KNOWLEDGE
EXPERIENCE ® VALUE

FINE CUSTOM HOMES IN
THE AREA SINCE 1992

BROOKEWOOD DEVELOPMENT CORP.
LARRY & JANIE HOWARD
WWW.,BROOKEWOODDEVELOPMENT.COM
719-481-9852

Rampart School of Music
Pisna, Orpan, Thaony

BOMNIE ACHEFMAN

Thep Gt of i LileSirne:
First Lssson Fres
Wionsr Hoena o Mins
Call: (T15) 325-8810

PC Repair and Hardware Upgrades
Windows XP Upgrades To Windows Vista

Bill Ritchie

Computer Video Services, LLC
719-219-9901

WWW.CVSCOIrp.com
See website for additional services

New HDTV Wall/Pedestal Setup, Configuration and Installations
Child Protection and Monitoring Software Installations
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Letters to Our Community

Letter Guidelines
Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on
topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board has
established a policy that we do not knowingly print let-
ters that have appeared in substantially the same form
elsewhere.

Please identify your submission as a letter to the edi-
tor and include your full name, home address, and day and
evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 words is recom-
mended. Letters may be edited for length, grammar, and
accuracy. Send your letter to editor@ourcommunitynew
s.org or mail to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742,
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742.

In response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send
your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowldege-
ment. If you do not receive an acknowledgement, please
call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that we have
received your letter.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN
even when the letter writer is a reporter for OCN.

A reluctant letter of resignation

Since 1966, when we moved into our new home on Roller
Coaster Road, we have tried to pick up the litter along the
road from Stella to Old North Gate Road. Roller Coaster,
which was unpaved in 1966, has become a busy thorough-
fare, and our kids and grandkids have insisted because of
our increasing age and increasing lack of agility that we
confine our walks to less-traveled roads. Therefore, we
have to resign our voluntary jobs as bag-man and bag-lady
of Roller Coaster Road.

We hope maybe more youthful and agile neighbors
will take up the job. It’s been a pleasure to enjoy the honks
and occasional thanks of the motorists along the route. We
resign with regret.

Jess and Audrey Gatlin

Does D-38 oppose Farmers Market?
I feel I need to clarify some information regarding the
Monument Farmers Market.

First, after repeated calls to Hal Garland, director of
transportation at Lewis-Palmer School District 38, his
office called me to come for an appointment on Oct. 11,
to sign a contract. After arriving, I was told there would
be no contract and that the district may want to put park
benches in that area.

I then proceeded to contact Ray Blanch, D-38 super-
intendent. He stated he did not feel he needed to meet with
me and that he supported Mr. Garland’s decision, further
stating that it was also possible that Grace Best would be
having modular units in that place.

My question is this, why was I given two entirely dif-
ferent explanations, and why is D-38 seemingly so against
the Monument Farmers Market?

The Farmers Market is an “institution” in Monument.
Scores of folks plan their summer Saturdays coming to the
market to purchase veggies, have breakfast or lunch, and
visit with friends.

As owner and operator of the market, I want to keep
it in Old Town Monument, as I too am a summer resident
of Monument and love the people of my community. I am

I-Iandy Man
Master Carpenter
Interior and Exterior
Finishing and Repairs
Cabinetry
. Doors and Windows =
snOutbuildings Built and Repaired
; Custom Trim P
o Decks, Porches, Gazebos &
_ﬁ Larry Blasgen 494-2131 =

Over 30 Years’ Experience
in Home Remodeling and Building

hoping to find a place to do just that, and to keep this fun
experience going in Old Town.
Diana Dickson

Woodmoor has a hill of a problem

I was just at the Woodmoor Improvement Association
(WIA) meeting. I was there to protest yet another pro-
posed parking lot on Toboggan Hill—right in my back
yard. I already am the neighbor calling 911 when the kids
break a leg, crack heads, and bang into trees, since my
home backs up to the runs on the hill and I can hear them
screaming in pain. The last parking lot put in did noth-
ing to allay the congestion and hazards—they increased!
So, that was not a solution to the issue. By the way, only
Woodmoor property owners and their guests are allowed
on Woodmoor Common areas.

In snow season, huge SUVs let out a circus full of kids
onto the hill-front street of Deer Creek Road and adjoining
streets, parking illegally along the road there, and the kids
tumble about with their snow stuff all along the road (not
on the meadow where it would be safe to wait for their own
adults). The road all along the area is a blind, curved road
that is iced over most days we have snow, and with both
sides of the road loaded with huge cars, there is no room
to drive, much less have a lane each way, and children out
in the road to boot.

Some days, people make fires on the hill to stay warm
while they sled or take a sledding break. Helloooo. Talk
about hazards: kids, ice, and open fires at the side of the
ice-packed road!

Woodmoor has covenants against improvements on
the common areas for very important reasons, and that
keeps the traffic down in most places, since: easy come,
easy congestion, easy hazard. If WIA puts in a parking lot
for one common area, it should put the same amount in for
each common area—not! What we really need is a path
to walk on—one that is off Deer Creek Road, from the
middle school to the hill and back to that lot or something.
Or a path from the Woodmoor Barn WIA lot! That would
keep the roads and the humans safe. Then again, towing
cars away might work even better to sink the point in.
Janet Seller

Two Timers

Fine Consign
‘Women’s, children’s clothing and accessories~Home Decor

Happy Holidays!

It’s the time of year to thank
everyone that has consigned and
shopped in our store. We are
grateful to you all for our success
and look forward to another year
of fun and happy memories.

Shop Two Timers first,
youw’ll be glad you did!

www.twotimers.net
719-484-0300

In the Monument Plaza behind Rosie’s Diner

SANTA FE THASL JEWELR =
;

HOLIDAY TRUNK SHOW
Dec. 8th

Katie Brassell
Saturday, 10 to 3
Come in and see my latest
selection of jewelry designs
for holiday gift giving.
719-481-0250

125 Second St., Monument

Dan Elders

P0. Box 652
Monument, CO 80132
719.650.4249

Fire Proofing

Free Estimates (0f Course)
Since 1995

ANVGR
SQUIRREL

TREE SERVICE

223 Upper Glenway Rd., Palmer Lake—Main-level living with room to
expand in unfinished walk-out lower level, A/C, eat-in kitchen with all
appliances included, new paint exterior & interior, easy living floor plan,
bright, sunny comfortable rooms, 3 bd, 2 ba, within walking distance to town,
lake, hiking/biking & school. $229,900.

20270 Beacon Lite Rd., Monument—5 acres zoned for horses, tall plne
trees, yard partial fenced W|th loafing shed, no covenants, 3100 sq. ft. build-
ing/shop used for storage & repair of heavy equipment. Huge living area with
dining room, large eat-in kitchen area, unfinished framed walk-out basement
with 10 ceilings, oversized attached garage with tall garage doors.

$345,000.
Kathy Allen

Raspberry Mountain Real Estate, Inc.

719-234-1182 (ofc)
719-661-9863 (cell)
www.KathyAllen.net

MLS (=1 (B

Pacific-Rim Interiors

Inspired, Handcrafted,
UnigueNGifts

- T

L] q-_‘-‘. (]
Come in and see'what is

NEW for the Holidays!
NEW address: 755 Highway 105,
Suite 1 (just behind the West End
Center in Palmer Lake)

NEW hours: Thursdays & Fridays
10-4 and Saturdays 10-2

NEW phone: 481-8766

NEW MERCHANDISE!

NEW gift ideas!
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Beautiful
House For

Rent

Jackson Creek/Monument. 4 bdrm, 3.5 ba,
3-car garage, fenced yard, 3,283 sq. ft.,
$1650 per month + deposit. Non-smoker.

Available now. Call 719-8359-1474

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore

The perfect gift

THE GATHERING
Sundays 9 &11A.M.

Meeting at The Classical Academy, 975 Stout Road
From 1-25, take exit 156A onto Northgate Rd (east).
At Voyager Rd turn right (south). Take a right on Stout Rd.

Children’s Ministry available for birth through 5th grade
High School and Middle School meet at 11:00a.m. Sundays

Pastors: MIKE WORLEY, LEIF HORRELL, SaM BHATT,
KevVIN OLIVAREZ, STEVE BURFORD AND JERRY ALCORTA

—— — 4
THE GATHERING

Loving God, loving others (Matthew 22:37-39)

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 719-785-0118
EMAIL: INFO@THEGATHERINGHOME.ORG ® WEB: WWW.THEGATHERINGHOME.ORG

Home Décor Sewing

Professional Seamstress [

) ) \J
Your Fabric or Mine ‘

Free Measuring Service A

« Custom
bedding
. Accessories

Drapes
Valances
Shades

Call Today
719-640-0532
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LETTERS FROM CALPURNIA,
PLINY'S WIFE ~ A.D. 111-113
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JOHN
GRISHAM

P fm]lfug ﬁm Pizza

By the staff at Covered Treasures
Books are a welcome gift for everyone on your list.
Following are some suggestions for children and
adults of various ages and interests:

Playing for Pizza

By John Grisham (Doubleday), $21.95

In Grisham’s new novel, a one-time American foot-
ball star signed to Italy’s Parma Panthers becomes
entangled in a series of comic misadventures on and
off the field. Rick Dockery, who provided the worst
single performance in the history of the NFL, has
never been to Europe, doesn’t understand a word of
Italian and is in for some surprises.

Boom! Voices of the Sixties

By Tom Brokaw (Random House), $28.95

The voices and stories of famous people and or-
dinary citizens come together as Brokaw takes
us on a memorable journey through a remark-
able time, exploring how individual lives and the
national mindset were affected by a controversial
era and showing how the aftershocks of the Six-
ties continue to resound in our lives today. In the
reflections of a generation, Brokaw also discovers
lessons that might guide us in the years ahead.

Hearts of Horses

Molly Gloss (Houghton Mifflin Co.), $24.95

Set in remote Oregon ranching country during the
Great War, this story of a determined young woman
with a gift for gentling wild horses has an elegant
sweetness and a pitch-perfect sense of Western life.

100 Days in Photographs: Pivotal Events that
Changed the World

National Geographic, 335

To create this stunning collection, Getty Images and
National Geographic identified 100 days that repre-
sent defining moments of the past 150 years. Fea-
turing scores of rare and unpublished photographs
uncovered during its creation, this remarkable book
provides new perspective on key events and person-
alities of the past.

iSpeak Ultimate Audio + Visual Phrasebook for
your iPod

McGraw Hill, $12.95

These CDs and booklets are the perfect gift for any-
one learning a foreign language or wanting to pick
up some phrases for that next vacation trip. They
turn an iPod into a portable translator with 1,500
phrases to hear as well as to see written out on the
screen. Each package contains an MP3 audio disc
and 64-page booklet. French, Spanish and Italian
are available, and other languages can be ordered.

World Atlas for Young Explorers

National Geographic, $24.95

This updated edition of the award-winning classic
features current population and economic informa-
tion for the country as a whole, as well as for each of
the 50 states, Washington, D.C., and the territories.
It includes charts, Web sites, a glossary, and an in-
dex. This full-color book is recommended for 4th
through 7th grades.

Scott of the Antarctic

By David Crane (Vintage Books), $16.95

Historian David Crane, with full access to the
explorer’s papers, diaries, and expedition records,
gives us an illuminating portrait of Robert Falcon
Scott. He offers new information on Scott’s remark-
able scientific achievements and the challenges of
his tumultuous private life. The compelling portrait
that emerges is one of a complicated hero.

Knowledge Cards

Pomegranate Communications Inc., $9.95

These decks of question-and-answer cards provide
a fun way to review facts on various topics. Titles
include “Bugs,” “Xtreme Sports,” The 50 United
States,” “The EcoQuiz Deck,” and “Great Lines
from Great Movies.” A good way to pass the time
while traveling!

From the staff of Covered Treasures, we wish you a
happy, healthy holiday season, and, until next year,
happy reading!

help you deal with:

Cycles of depression

Margalis Fjelstad, Ph.D., LMFT
With 25 years of experience, I'm here to

Traumatic experiences affecting your happiness
Physical, sexual, or emotional abuse
Experiences of feeling abandoned or rejected
Recurring bouts of anxiety, panic, or fear
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Residential. Commercial. Interior. Exterior.

719-310-2482

Call today to schedule your
free estimate

1-866-498-0343

Or schedule online at
www.certapro.com/sched

Visa & Mastercard

Margalis Fjelstad, Ph.D., LMFT
EMDR Practitioner
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Palmer Lake Historical Society, Nov. 18
Chuggin’ through
the Divide

By Diane Sawatzki

Gen. William Palmer brought the railroads to Colo-
rado in 1869, and train buffs have been enjoying
them ever since. At the Nov. 15 Palmer Lake His-
torical Society meeting, Town Councilman Gary
Coleman shared train lore and showed a movie of
the “Northern Steamer 844.” This vintage steam
train chugged through Palmer Lake last Aug. 25
on the State Fair Express from Denver to Pueblo
and back. Hundreds of onlookers waved. Four fire
trucks showed up. Coleman cut a huge “844” into
his lawn.

The Northern pulled two “tender” cars, (each
carrying 6,200 gallons of fuel oil and 23,500 gal-
lons of water) and 15 passenger cars (four of which
were dome cars), and consumed about 160 gallons
of water per mile. The film Coleman showed, made
by Douglas County TV-8, featured the 844 on its
1997 journey around Colorado, on the last trip a
train made over Tennessee Pass.

A special event is coming Dec. 12
Join us Dec. 12 for “Colorado Songs and Pictures,”
a fund-raiser for the Palmer Lake Historical Soci-
ety in cooperation with the Tri-Lakes Center for the
Arts at 304 Highway 105 in Palmer Lake. Perform-
ing together for the first time, Chuck Pyle will give
a mini-concert from his new CD “Higher Ground”
and John Fielder will present a slide show with
commentary. In a unique combination of music and
nature photographs, this holiday event features two
of the state’s most accomplished artists.

A virtuoso guitarist with Will Rogers-like
wit, Pyle’s 40-year career has garnered him many
fans, the moniker “Zen Cowboy,” and an invita-
tion to play at Bill Gates’ home. Fielder hikes and
skis 500 miles a year in his quest for outstand-
ing photographs, was inducted into the Colorado
Film Academy of Fame, and helped get the 1993
Colorado Wilderness Bill passed. Pyle’s CDs and
Fielder’s books will be sold, and one of each will
be raffled off.

The Tri-Lakes Center doors will open at 6:30
p.m. with a cash bar and appetizers donated by lo-
cal restaurants, and the performance will begin at
7. Tickets are $10 for members of TLCA or PLHS
and $12 for non-members,
and can be purchased at
TLCA (481-0475) or at
the door.

Membership in the
society is $10 per year for
individuals and $15 for
families, and family mem-
bership comes with two
mugs (plhist@aol.com.
or 559-0837). The soci-
ety maintains the free
Lucretia Vaile Museum
in the basement beneath
the Palmer Lake library
across from the Town
Hall. Winter hours are
Saturday 10 a.m.-2
p-m. www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us/plhs/

Cal Spa Hot Tub For Sale

Seats 6-8, well-insulated cover, frame.

In Monument.

= valmjosO5
=== @aol.com

Home Computing Solutions, LLC

Steve Palmer
sdpalmer1@hotmail.com
719-439-5795

Is something wrong with your
Computer? We will quickly
diagnose and repair the problem.
Honest and reliable.

Since 1978
WINDO
CLEANING

H'I'EN Your WORLD
at home & at work -

e Storm windows
e Skylights * Chandeliers

* Ceiling fans

® Mirrors ® Gutter Cleaning
¢ Construction Clean-up

* Pressure Washing

Tri Lakes Area

559-1910

FREE ESTIMATES
e FULLY INSURED
_ www.fishwindowcleaning.com =
dependently O d & Op g @

Ellis Construction
Member

One Call Does All:
« Carpentry
« Plumbing
o Electrical

L -
2 ey - rsE

o Tile

« Hardwood
flooring

« Cabinets

« Siding

.and more
719-460-8125
= . u Licensed & insured for

your protection

2008
MEMBERSHIPS

* Eagle * Golf
* Pool % Social

Check out the latest on
memberships at our website:

www.gleneaglegolfclub.com

Gleneagle Golf Club

345 Mission Hill Way
Colorado Springs, CO
(719) 488-0900

Massages
in Your
Home mTS(z
or Mine

Holiday Gift Certificates
Available! Call for Details...

Brenda Clark, LMT, CNMT

'\\\ A‘A / //
\—

(719) 641-3178

DIV.ORCE /EAMILY

AW

Experienced - Affordable
Convenient

Law Offices of
Christopher C. Meyer,P.C.
1832 Woodmoor Dr., #200

Monument, CO 80132
(719)488-9395

Please visit out comprehensive website for
divorce infomation: www.cmeyerlaw.com

7~ FACINELLI
\MOTORS
Quality Import Service

Mhﬂhﬂmmm o

$3 OFF oil Change
$'| 0 OFF 5100 ServiceI

Good through 12/31/07

d

719-488-6729

TOF Courfty Line Road, Pabrer Lake, (0 80033
Open Mon-Fri 7:30 am-5%30 pm

AGS Investments, Inc.

lhe Morigage & Re
Monev Merge Account

al Estate Experts

* Pay of your mongage in 172 10 1/3 of the rime!
= Mo pead 1o refinance existing morgags!

= Little to no change m lifestyle!

* Purchases *FHAVA
* Refinance =dlannfactured Homes
* Debt Comsolidation = 100:125%% Financing

Call us teday for your FREE "i.-i"':‘l;‘; -ﬁﬂrﬂ_"‘f’SIS'

719-640-7608

AGsInvestiments.nel
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Infant Care <

Able to provide care for newborn baby

beginning March 15, 2008.

Provider will care for only your child and her own.
7-year licensed daycare experience.

Certified nurse's assistant with CPR & first aid training.

Call Frances at 200-7387

Mount Herman Child Care Center
Drop-in Welcome. Ages 23 to 14. After
School Available. Licensed & Insured.
The next best thing to
517 being at Grandma’s!
- 16680 Lindbergh Rd., Monument
lindtwo@aol.com

481-3259/440-5581

Your Hometown Bookstore
Since 1993

BeD e el aGaTaldrRE

Sat., Dec. 8, 11-1
Book Signings!

Former Colorado First
Lady Dottie Lamm will
be signing her book
Daddy on Board.

Dachedy
O Board

Mt lamm

And...

Monument author
Emily Warner will be
signing her biography
Dottie Lamm: A
Friend to Families.

481-2665 (BOOK)

Second and Washington Streets
In Historic Downtown Monument
Mon.-Fri. 9-6, Sat., 9-4, Sun., 12-4

MOTORS.COM
“Your Hometown Auto Dealer”

481-9900
465 Hwy 105, Monument

We specialize in
used, reconditioned &
current model SUBARUS!

s CompetitivelPriting
= FulliCoverage'Warranties
" [Family Owned & Operated

View our. inventory at
www.MonumentMotors.com

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Blue Jay

Above: Drawing by Elizabeth Hacker of
a Blue Jay. A color version is posted at
www.ourcommunitynews.org/v7n12bird.htm

By Elizabeth Hacker
One of the more colorful perching birds that frequent
the Palmer Divide is the blue jay, a member of the cor-
vid family of birds that includes crows, magpies, and
ravens. Randy and I always stop to admire this vivid
cobalt blue bird with a crested head.

I was surprised to learn that its feathers are not re-
ally blue but look blue because of the way the structure
of the feather refracts or distorts light. You can crush a
feather and the blue color will disappear. Each summer
adult blue jays go through a complete change of feath-
ers, referred to as molting, and it is easy to find feathers
lying on the ground.

At 12 inches in length and with a wing span of 17
inches, the blue jay is one of the larger songbirds. Males
and females are similar in size and color, which is un-
usual in the bird world. While the blue jay is a common
species, much about its behavior is still unknown. I was
always told that no matter how beautiful, the blue jay
was not to be admired because it was notorious for rob-
bing the nests of more venerable birds like the robin.
Recent ornithological studies have found that less than
1 percent of blue jays tested had egg or bird remains in
their stomachs, so this claim may be exaggerated.

The blue jay is an omnivore which means it eats
just about anything, including small vertebrates. It for-
ages through the countryside and urban areas, always
on the lookout for food, and it caches or hides more
food that it can possibly eat. It is thought that by hiding
all the food, it protects its territory from other birds by
eliminating the food source.

Its diet changes with the seasons. Like many nest-
ing birds, in the summer the blue jay consumes a greater
percentage of protein for strength and endurance nec-
essary to keep up with the rigors of rearing its young.
Approximately 75 percent of its diet is from vegetable

/Monument "Painting

_g__\; L Dntevior ~ Sxéerior
= Al size jobs
’\\?JZ/‘ Competitive vates

Sypruce up your house £or the Holidays!

Call Phil at 484 0478

A

VOICE & PIANO
LESSONS

All Ages!
Beginner to Advanced

Phone: 719-235-1646

missionwalk@hotmail.com

[ | a.
Ms. Sarah Groh

matter, which includes fruit, nuts, and seeds. It gleans
insects from trees and shrubs and on the ground and
uses “ant extract” to preen its feathers. Some think that
a jay may use ant extract for the same reason a human
uses a topical ointment to reduce itching from a bug
bite.

The blue jay is known for its noisy and aggres-
sive behavior, but when nesting it becomes secretive,
elusive, and quiet. But if the nest is approached, the
pair becomes aggressive and boldly drives away the in-
truder. Courtship begins in March, when the male and
female pass food to each other. It may take a few weeks
to select a mate, but once a pair bond is established the
pair remains together for life. The average life span of a
blue jay in the wild is 7 to 10 years.

The pair selects a secluded nesting site, preferably
in a cedar or evergreen tree. Together the pair will build
a cup-shaped nest of twigs and line the inside with soft
grasses. The female lays 4 to 6 greenish-blue eggs with
brown spots and she alone sits on the nest. Eggs are
incubated for about 17 days while the male continually
supplies the female with food. When approaching the
nest, the jay takes a circuitous route through thickets of
vines and shrubs and when at the nest it communicates
with a “whisper” song to keep the location of the nest
hidden from predators. The chicks fledge the nest 20
days after they hatch but stay with the adults to forage
for food until late in the fall.

It is curious why some blue jays migrate and others
remain behind. It is thought that a few birds stay behind
to guard territory while the majority leaves to follow the
food source.

The verbal dynamics of a blue jay are legendary
and very entertaining. It will squawk and chirp to let
you know when you get too close but it also mimics the
sound of a bell or a predator like a red tail hawk or a cat.
It may do this for its own amusement or to alert other
birds that a predator is in the area.

As aggressive as it is, the blue jay is easy prey for
avian predators like hawks and owls because it is large
and a slow flier when compared to smaller fast-mov-
ing birds like finches and sparrows. Often at night, an
owl will silently pluck an unsuspecting blue jay from
its nest. Most corvids have a great disdain for owls, so
during the day when an owl is spotted roosting in a tree,
jays and crows will join together to aggressively drive
it off. Randy and I observed an owl being attacked this
summer and were amazed how long it took before the
owl left the tree.

Unlike the raven, the blue jay has not been observed
using tools in the wild, however, in captivity it will use
strips of newspaper on the bottom of its cage to draw in
food pellets that fall out of its reach.

Sadly, the West Nile virus has had a serious impact
on the health of blue jays across the county, and there
has been a noticeable decline in their numbers. Com-
munities and individuals must immediately take action
to control the mosquito population or this virus will
continue to reduce many numbers of birds.

Elizabeth Hacker is an artist in the Tri-Lakes area.
Her bird prints are available at the gift shop in the
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts in Palmer Lake, with
proceeds benefiting environmental causes. E-mail her
at OCN with your questions and bird finds.

Support
Our Community
Advertise in OCN

We offer inexpensive ads considering
our very large circulation. Every
month more than 13,400 copies of
OCN are delivered by mail to homes
and businesses throughout the Tri-
Lakes area. For more information,
contact John Heiser at 488-3455 or
ads@ourcommunitynews.org or
visit www.ourcommunitynews.org
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Art that warms our community

Art Matters

By Janet Sellers
Baby, it’s cold outside! Did the cold snap have to dip so far
down the thermometer after those comfy, warm fall days?
Well, let’s try not to let it keep us home. ‘Tis the season
to be celebrating, making merry, and warming our hearts
with friends and family.

Whether we believe in Santa or not, many people feel
a combination of joyful anticipation and holiday crunch
this time of year. Not to worry: we have many creative
celebrations with solutions here in our neighborhood. De-
cember is the start of some very fine art activities, with
special events every week and weekend. Or, we can stir up
our own fun and bring friends and family out to stroll the
scenic art-ways and shops. Many places will have warm,
convivial treats throughout the holiday season, too. Just
drive into town and hop into the galleries for an afternoon
of visual delight. Go ahead, let the art tempt you into a
blissful shopping adventure. Each season has its tempta-
tions, each month its celebration. This month it’s about
gifts.

The winter art season is in full swing in Tri-Lakes.
Starting with a number of new shows and gallery changes,
the news and updates have been continuous. Artists’
shows are changing at the galleries, highlighting a new
crop of art works. Our rich and creative community of art-
ists and venues is revealing itself more and more each day.
The gifting season is upon us, and our local artists are up
to the task of providing a satisfying art experience for local
art lovers and visitors.

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts Annual Artist
Member Show & Silent Art Auction

At the opening reception on Nov. 16, the show featured the
member artists. The judge for the event was artist and co-
owner of Second Street Art Market, Douglas Buchman.
The show runs through Jan. 19, as does the silent auction.
The aesthetic range of the artists and artworks in the show
is remarkable: watercolors, oils, acrylics, photography,
jewelry, glass works, ceramics, woodworking, stained
glass, and sculpture in all manner of sizes are on exhibit.
While it is not a “holiday” show per se, the timely offering
of the artworks makes for some fun gift-giving this year.

Some of the artwork has been selling out fast, liter-
ally as it went onto the wall. Elizabeth Hacker’s chickadee
painting sold hours before the show opened. Forewarned
is forearmed, so I recommend you art lovers buy what you
love when you see it, for it may be sold right out from un-
der your gaze. The TLCA Member show is open Tuesday
through Saturday from noon to 4 p.m. and is located at 304
Highway 105 in Palmer Lake.

Tri-Lakes Center fundraiser

for the historical society

Colorado Songs and Pictures with John Fielder and Chuck
Pyle is a unique holiday event featuring Fielder, Colorado’s
premier nature photographer, and his photos plus songs by
Chuck Pyle on Wednesday, Dec. 12, at TLCA. Doors open
at 6:30 p.m. for the 7-9 p.m. show. This holiday concert is a
fundraiser for the Palmer Lake Historical Society in coop-
eration with TLCA. Tickets are $10 for members and $12
for nonmembers. Tickets may be purchased at TLCA or by
phone at 719-481-0475, The Wine Seller at 719-488-3019,
and Covered Treasures Bookstore at 719-481-2665. Field-
er’s Books and Pyle’s CDs will be available for purchase,
and a book and CD will be raffled. Appetizers will be of-
fered by local restaurants, and a cash bar will be open.

Art Banner Christmas Event

Thirty artists are submitting original acrylic-painted
Christmas banners to line the streets of historic downtown
Monument. Chosen for their long-standing ties to the com-
munity, the artists represent a large cross-section of styles
and techniques. Guidebooks with the artists’ names and
biographies will be available at local retailers. The banners
will remain on display through the holiday season.

Banners along Second Street and Front Street in his-
toric downtown Monument have been used for advertising
local community events such as Art Hop in the past, but
this is the first time they have been used for a strictly ar-
tistic purpose.

Buchman came up with the idea. “The Monument
area is such a draw for artists, myself included. We are rich
in the number of artists who have chosen to call Monu-
ment home. What better way to celebrate that richness
than to share our talents for the world to see, particularly

during the holiday season.” Visit the Historic Monument
Merchants Association Web site for further details: www.
monumentmerchants.com.

Grand Re-Opening of the
Winter Helmich Gallery

Locals and guests joined in the celebration of the new part-
nership of the Winter Helmich Fine Art & Jewelry Gallery
on Nov. 29 at 47 Third St. (Third and Front Streets) in
Monument., Resident artists featured include Gary Arthur,
Claudette Bedingfield, Ruth Burink, Michael Gault, Rob-
ert Gray, Lance Green, Wayne Nickle, Stephen Weaver,
and fine jewelry designs by Susan Helmich.

The Gallery Center festive holiday party series: “Girl’s
Night Out” and a “Men’s Pizza & Beer Night.” The ladies’
night out, complete with complimentary champagne, is set
for Dec. 5. On Dec. 19, the men’s beer and pizza night will
also serve as a creative evening for the guys to easily relate
to the right gift, because they can see the actual wish card,
not to mention get in on the free gift wrapping!

Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter and sculptor
living in Woodmoor. She writes about art and creativity
in periodicals and art catalogs, and online.

Home Sweet Home
Pampered Pet Care

Tri-Lakes Area
Animal sitting in your home.

No need to stress your furkid by sending it
off to the kennel. Let us take care of your
friend in familiar surroundings - home sweet
home. Walks, play time, love, and care.

Caring for dogs, cats, horses,
~ exotic pets, etc.
Call Kathi at 487-8830
or 659-0298.

Two Moms and a Broof]_r

Residential and New Construction Cleaning

LET US DO YOUR DIRTY WORK!
Licensed Bonded Insured

Call Wendi at 322-8497 or Tracy at 216-2989

Janet Sellers Art Studio
Holiday Gifts for Art Lovers

Do you love original art? Would you like to
buy it? We'll help you select from our paintings,
sculptures, prints, prepaid gift cards and more!
Our helpful "Santa’s elves”
offer local delivery.

www.janetsellers.org

488-8280

Specializing in decluttering and organizing

For all your
travel needs,
call

4™ 481-305]

" Fax 481-3054

rawel

|L1.5

Sue's Licensed Home Daycare

One Full-Time Opening Available
Monument

€O Lic. #1540539
,’A * k 719-264-7839

Gift certificates cure holiday stress
for you and everyone on your list!

)9

* Reflexology * é@%g
(foot and hand therapy)

Carol Mates 719-213-8262

236 N. Washington St., Downtown Monument

Need temporary help?

A day, a week, or a month?
" Why pay the high prices of a temp
agency? -- Call the temp directly!
Executive Assistant with 20* years of
experience in all phases of office work.
No job foo big or foo small.

Call Suzanne at 495-6288 or 237-8126

sweetest gallery around!
(formerly Buffalo Blues,
same place...new name)
Sharon DeWeese's fine art and
fine gourmet candy featuring...
e Colorado's own World-famous Enstrom'’s
Almond Toffee
e Local chocolatier from New York City,
Michelle Chocolates id
e Art Classes now beginning.
Call fo reserve a spot to paint.

481-3720

135 Second Street, Historic Monwment

FRAME

Holiday
Exhibit

Nov. 30 - Jan. |

Intentional Marks: Original Abstract Oils
by local artist, Michael Pomeroy
Reception: Wed., Dec. 5%, 5-7 pm
Also Dec. 5th: Girls Night Out, Champagne &
Appetizers, Make a Wish List for Christmas,
Shop ‘til you drop 5-8 pm
719-487-7691

In the Gallery Center, 366 2™ St. Monument
Gift Certificates and Shipping Available
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Special Events and Notices

By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the info number for that event.

LPHS band fundraiser sale, Dec. 1
Lewis-Palmer High School Band Department presents
“Treasures: New and Used,” a fundraising event, Dec. 1,
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., in the Lewis-Palmer High School com-
mons area, 1300 Higby Rd., Monument. Admission is free.
Come hear music from the band and enjoy home-baked
goodies as you shop for treasures. For more information,
call Deborah, 648-2855.

Christmas Cookie Walk Sale, Dec. 1
Shop for gifts and treats Dec. 1,9 a.m.-1 p.m., at Tri-Lakes
United Methodist Church, 20256 Hunting Downs Way,
Monument. The event features crafts for kids, small busi-
ness vendors, coffee and hot chocolate, and home-baked
cookies! Proceeds benefit Tri-Lakes Cares and other local
charities.

Historic Monument’s

Small Town Christmas, Dec. 1

Join in the festivities in historic downtown Monument
Dec. 1, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Special activities include holiday
crafts in Town Hall, 166 Second St., 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; min-
iature donkeys at Monumental Miniatures, 274 Washing-
ton St., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Santa
Claus in the Chapala Building at Second Street and Wash-
ington, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.; hayrides and carolers at the Gal-
lery Center (Second Street Art Market, 366 Second St.);
Christmas Karaoke at High Country Home and Garden,
243 Washington St., 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.; reindeer at Front
Street Square throughout the day; Christmas tree lighting
at Limbach Park at 4 p.m. Galleries and shops throughout
town will be offering holiday treats and special sales. For
more information visit www.monumentmerchants.com.

An Evening of Mozart with the Chamber
Orchestra of the Springs, Dec. 1

Pianist Michael Baron will perform with the Chamber
Orchestra of the Springs with Thomas Wilson, music di-
rector, Dec. 1, 7 p.m., at Forestgate Presbyterian Church.
This is the second concert of a four-concert classical music
series presented by the Rocky Mountain Music Alliance.

Michael
Baron

Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for students and seniors.
The public is also invited to a free Master Class given by
the concert artists at the church at 10 a.m. The church is lo-
cated at 970 Northgate Rd., one mile east of I-25 Exit 156.
For more information visit www.rmmaonline.org, e-mail
TheRMMA@aol.com, or phone Pam, 484-0192.

Learn more about veterans’ benefits, Dec. 3
American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11 is hosting a veter-
ans’ benefits informational program and get-together Dec.
3, 6:30 p.m., at The Place, 13990 Gleneagle Dr., presented
by Michael Stone, American Legion Service Officer for
Colorado. Come and meet other veterans and learn more
about the benefits you have earned by serving your coun-
try. Don’t miss this one-time opportunity to be informed
or ask questions. For more information, contact Jackie
Homa, 332-4841.
Yule Log Pot Luck Dinner, Dec. 4

Join with family and friends Dec. 4, 6 p.m., at Palmer Lake
Town Hall, 28 Valley Circle. Please bring a potluck dish to
share and place settings for your family. For more infor-
mation, call 481-2953.

Fire station “boot drive” for

Tri-Lakes Cares, Dec. 7 & 8
Help fill the boots for Tri-Lakes Cares. Two Tri-Lakes fire
stations are holding a boot drive for needy local families.

Station 1, 18650 W. Highway 105 is collecting on Dec. 7,
3 to 5 p.m. Station 3, 1855 Woodmoor Dr., is collecting
on Dec. 8, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information, phone
484-0911.

Holiday Ham Drive for Tri-Lakes Cares
Schwan’s is teaming up with Tri-Lakes Cares to make the
holidays a little brighter for families in need with a Holi-
day Ham Drive. Each $28 ham is 4%, pounds and will serve
six to eight people. For every four hams donated, Schwan’s
will donate one ham. See the ad on page 11, watch for the
fliers at local businesses, or phone 964-2327 for more in-
formation.

Reindeer coming your way at Monument

and Palmer Lake Libraries, Dec. 8

Meet live reindeer! Bring an apple to feed these friendly
creatures, and a camera for pictures. Make your own
reindeer craft as well. The reindeer will be at Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. (488-2370),
Dec. 8, 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., and at Palmer Lake Branch Li-
brary, 66 Lower Glenway (481-2587), Dec. 15, 10:30 to 11:
30 a.m.

Christmas handbell concert, Dec. 8
Everyone is invited to a free community concert and
sing-along Dec. 8, 7 p.m., at Monument Community
Presbyterian Church, 238 Third St., Monument. Come and
enjoy the sounds of the season featuring multiple handbell
choirs, organ/piano/keyboard, brass, percussion, and flute.
For more information, phone Betty Jenik, 488-3853.

Palmer Lake Yule Log Hunt, Dec. 9

This popular event is one of Palmer Lake’s finest tradi-
tions. Join the trek up the mountain in search of the Yule
Log Dec. 9, 1 p.m. Hunt participants should arrive between
11 a.m. and noon. The winner will ride the Yule Log back
to town and get the first cup of wassail. Those not partici-
pating in the hunt can stay warm indoors at Town Hall, 28
Valley Crescent, and enjoy Christmas carols and stories
told by storyteller John Stansfield at 1 p.m. For more infor-
mation, phone the town office, 481-2953.

Colorado Songs and Pictures with John
Fielder and Chuck Pyle Dec. 12

Come enjoy this unique holiday
event featuring John Fielder and his
photos plus songs by Chuck Pyle
on Dec. 12 at the Tri-Lakes Center
for the Arts (TLCA), 304 Colo-
rado Highway 105 in Palmer Lake.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for the 7 to
9 p.m. show. Books and CDs will be
available for purchase and a book
and CD will be raffled. Refresh-
ments include appetizers by local
restaurants and a cash bar. This
holiday concert is a fundraiser for
the Palmer Lake Historical Society
in cooperation with the Tri-Lakes
Center for the Arts. Tickets are $10
members and $12 non-members, and may be purchased at
TLCA at 481-0475, The Wine Seller at 488-3019 and Cov-
ered Treasures Bookstore at 481-2665.

Travis Book and the Colorado

Playboys concert, Dec. 16

Travis Book and the Colorado Playboys will perform
bluegrass and acoustic music at the Tri-Lakes Center for
the Arts (TLCA) Dec. 16. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for a
7 p.m. show. Tickets are $12 TLCA members, $15 non-
members, and are available at The Wine Seller (481-3019)
in Monument and TLCA (481-0475) in Palmer Lake. Tri-
Lakes Center for the Arts is located at 304 Highway 105
in Palmer Lake. For more information, visit the Website at
www.trilakesarts.org.

Christmas concerts, Dec. 21 & 22

The Tri-Lakes Music Association, an all-volunteer choir
and orchestra with over 100 members, will perform a
Christmas cantata, “The Joy of Christmas,” at Lewis-
Palmer High School Dec. 21, 7 p.m.; and Dec. 22, 2 p.m.
and 7 p.m. Admission is free. A free-will offering will be
collected for two LPHS band/vocal scholarships. The re-
mainder will be donated to Tri-Lakes Cares, a non-profit
organization. The high school is located at 1300 Higby
Rd., Monument. For more information, contact Bob Man-
ning at 481-3883 or e-mail rwgmanning(@comcast.net or
visit the Web site, www.trilakesmusic.org.

Art show and silent auction
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) is holding its An-

nual Artist Member Show and Silent Art Auction through
Jan. 19. Douglas Buchman, artist and owner of the Sec-
ond Street Art Market, will judge the exhibit for first-,
second-, and third-place awards in addition to a People’s
Choice Award. The TLCA is open Tuesday through Sat-
urday, noon to 4 p.m. and is located at 304 Highway 105
in Palmer Lake. For more information, phone 481-0475 or
visit the Website at www.trilakesarts.org.

Adult Reading Program

Book an adventure. Read eight books in eight weeks and
win fabulous prizes, including free food, coffee mugs,
and gas cards. Pick up a prize after reading your first four
books. Read four more books to get more prizes. Read
eight books by Dec. 17 to enter the grand prize drawing.
Participants must be 18 years old or older and have a PPLD
library card. Register online or at any PPLD library. For
more information, visit ppld.org now through Dec. 17 or
call the Palmer Lake Branch, 481-2587, or the Monument
Branch, 488-2370.

Haunted Mines donates $62,353
to the Mining Museum

Haunted Mines partners Steve Roscio and Tim Wittwer
presented a check for $62,353 to Western Museum of
Mining and Industry Director, David Carroll, on Nov.
19 at the museum. Half of the donated amount will be
reinvested next year in the Halloween attraction located
on the museum’s property. The remaining $31,177 will go
toward preserving and presenting the history and heritage
of mining in the West. In addition to this contribution, the
non-profit Haunted Mines organization donated a 1,000
square foot building valued at over $75,000 to the museum
for future use.

Mining Musem seeks volunteers

The Western Museum of Mining and Industry is seeking
volunteers to lead tours and programs, help with special
events, maintain the grounds, and staff the front desk.
The museum appreciates the people who give so much
of their time and energy to help enhance visitor enjoy-
ment, educational experiences, and overall appreciation
of the museum’s activities, programs, and facilities. The
museum is located at 225 North Gate Blvd., just off I-25 at
the Gleneagle exit, 156A, across from the north entrance
to the U.S. Air Force Academy. Call 488-0880 for more
information.

Volunteer reading tutors needed!
Share your love of reading. Tutor an adult once a week for
two hours to improve their reading, writing, comprehen-
sion and/or English language skills. No teaching experi-
ence is required. Free training will be provided Jan. 3, 10,
17, 24, and Feb. 7 5:30-9 p.m. at Penrose Library in Colo-
rado Springs. Call 531-6333, x2223 for information.

Free Tutoring in Reading
Children’s Literacy Center offers free one-to-one tutor-
ing for children reading below grade level. Children are
matched with trained volunteer tutors and meet twice a
week for an hour each session. Find out if your child is
eligible to enroll by contacting Pamela Polke at 471-8672
or send an e-mail to Pamela@peakreader.org for more
information.
County launches new on-line mapping ser-
vice

El Paso County recently launched a new Geographic In-
formation System (GIS) Web site that provides mapping
and data download services. The site allows the public
to conduct parcel and precinct searches, download GIS
data, view a zoning map book, and receive information
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on custom mapping and analysis products. For more in-
formation visit the new Web page at www.elpasoco.com/
gis/. The Web page can also be accessed by going to
www.elpasoco.com and clicking on the link under Popular
Pages or Online Services.

Senior Safety Program

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Authority and Tri-Lakes Health
Advocacy Partnership, Senior Alliance, have developed
a new Senior Safety Program. The free service includes
installing and maintaining smoke detectors, a fire depart-
ment evaluation of seniors’ homes to identify and correct
safety hazards and address seniors’ safety needs, and Vial
of Life for in-home storage of medical information in case
of emergency. For information, call Lisa Frasca, 488-3304,
or e-mail Ifrasca@tri-lakesfire.com.

Local AARP Thanksgiving
The Black Forest AARP Chapter 1100 celebrated Thanks-
giving at the Nov. 14 Chapter meeting. A catered dinner of
turkey, stuffing, ham, potatoes and gravy was supplement-
ed with a delicious array of salads, vegetables, and desserts
furnished by chapter members. There was an abundance of
food and all had a great time.

A special program was given by Newt Heisley, the
designer of the famous POW * MIA (Prisoners of War and
Missing in Action) flag, and Josie Rivera. They described
the development and design of the flag and the origin of the
words on it “You are Not Forgotten.” Organizations wish-
ing to schedule Heisley on their programs should contact
Rivera at 633-4858.

The meeting concluded with the Black Forest chap-

ter donating $200 and 44 pounds of food to Black Forest
Cares, a food bank for the needy in the Black Forest area.

Visitors or individuals interested in joining the Black
Forest AARP chapter should call 495-2176 or 596-6787 for
meeting dates and time.

Below: Josie Rivera and Newt Heisley at the Nov. 14
Black Forest AARP meeting. Photo provided by the

Our Community Calendar

By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by
calling the info number for that event.

GOVERNMENTAL BODIES

e Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Dec. 3,
6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2* St. Meets 1*
and 3" Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

e El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting,
Tue., Dec. 4, 9 am., 2880 International Circle (Off
Union Blvd and Printers Parkway). Meets 1% and 3%
Tue. each month. Info: 520-6300.

e Academy Water and Sanitation District Meeting,
Wed., Dec. 5, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott Fire Station Two,
1500 Sun Hills Dr. Meets 1 Wed. each month. Info:
481-0711.

¢ Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Dec. 6,
7 p-m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent.
Normally meets 1% Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or
visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e D-38 District Accountability Advisory Committee
(DAAC) Meeting, Tue., Dec. 11, 7 p.m. in the District
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets
2% Tue. each month. Info: 488-4700.

e Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Tue., Dec. 11, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2™
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732.

o Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee
Meeting, Tue., Dec. 11, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell Ave.
Meets 2" Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 481-
4053.

e D-38 Special Education Advisory Committee,
Wed., Dec. 12, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Learning Center in the
Administration Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument.
Anyone interested in the accountability of special
education matters in D-38 and the State of Colorado is
welcome to attend. Meets 2™ Wed. each month. Info:
Ilanit Bennaim, 325-6979.

e Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed.,
Dec. 12, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2™ St.
Meets 2% Wed. each month. Info: 884-8017.

e Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop,
Wed., Dec. 12, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28
Valley Crescent. Normally meets 2°¢ Wed. each month.
Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection District
Board Meeting, Wed., Dec. 12, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes
Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument near the
bowling alley. Normally meets 4% Wed. each month.
Info: 488-3303.

o Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Authority Board
Meeting, Wed., Dec. 12, following the fire district

board meetings at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105
west of Monument near the bowling alley. Normally
meets 4" Wed. each month. Info: 481-2312.

Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Meeting,
Thu., Dec. 13, 8 a.m., Monument Town Hall, 166
Second Street. Normally meets 2nd Tue. each month.
Location varies. Info: 884 -8017.

Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Thu.,
Dec. 13, 5 p.m., district office, 174 N. Washington St.
Normally meets 4" Tue. each month. Info: 488-6868.
Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting,
Thu., Dec. 13, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Now meets
2% Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525.

Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Dec. 13,
7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent.
Normally meets 2™ Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Dec.
17, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2™ St. Meets
1*t and 3 Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.
Woodmoor Improvement Association Board
Meeting, Mon., Dec. 17, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn,
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Normally meets 4" Monday each
month. Info: 488-2694 or visit www.woodmoor.org.
Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Wed., Dec. 19, CANCELLED. Normally meets 3%
Wed. each month. Info: 488-3603.

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board
Meeting, Wed., Dec. 19, 7 p.m., Station One, 15425
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3% Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680.

Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed.,
Dec. 19, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley
Crescent. Meets 3% Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting,
Thu., Dec. 20, 7 p.m., Learning Center of the Lewis-
Palmer Administration Building, 2nd and Jefferson.
Meets 3% Thu. each month. Info: 488-4700.
Woodmoor Water & Sanitation Board and
Monument and Palmer Lake Sanitation boards
annual joint meeting, Thu., Dec. 20, 6:30 p.m.,
Monument Sanitation District Office, 130 Second
Street. The three boards, joint owners of the Tri-Lakes
Wastewater Facility, will discuss matters concerning
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the facility and other topics of mutual interest.
Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, Thu.,
Dec. 20, 6:30 p.m., 130 2™ St. Normally meets 3™ Thu.
each month. Info: 481-4886.

Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District Board Meeting,
Wed., Dec. 26, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4™
Wed. each month. Info: 481-2312.

Forest View Acres Water District Meeting, Thu., Dec.
27, 6 p.m., Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of
Monument near the bowling alley. Normally meets 4"
Thu. each month. Info: 488-2110, or SDMS, (800)741-
3254,

LOCAL LIBRARY EVENTS
The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-
6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. Info:
481-2587.
The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-Thu.,
10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5 p.m.
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., and
Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session particularly
suitable for preschoolers. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library Super Tuesdays, every Tue., 10:30
and 11:15 a.m. Stories and crafts for preschoolers ages
3-7. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m. Special reading program events for toddlers
and children. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower
Glenway. Info: 481-2587.
Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3-4:30
p-m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
Info: 488-2370.
Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, every Thu., 3-4:30
p-m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info:
481-2587.
Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 10:
30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m., Rhymes & rhythms for kids up
to 24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytimes, every
Thu., 7 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies welcome.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
Info: 488-2370. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library Family Fun Programs: Colossal
cookies, Mrs. Claus, and reindeer coming your way!
Sat., Dec. 8, 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Decorate cookies,
11 am.-3 p.m. Mrs. Claus tells stories, 1:30 p.m.
Storyteller Cathy Kelsay brings Mrs. Claus to life to
tell stories, sing, and share puppets for the holidays.
Reindeer at 2:30-3:30 p.m. Bring an apple to feed these
friendly creatures and your camera to take a picture.
Make your own reindeer craft as welll Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370.
Palmer Lake Library: Colossal Cookies and Holiday
Fun! Sat., Dec. 8, 10:30 a.m. Decorate cookies and join
in other holiday activities. Palmer Lake Branch Library,
66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.
Palmer Lake Library: Reindeer coming your way!
Sat., Dec. 15, 10:30 a.m. Meet real live reindeer. Bring
an apple to feed these friendly creatures and your camera
to take a picture. Make your own reindeer craft as well!
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info:
481-2587.

Adult Programs

The Library Channel (Comcast 17) has live simulcasts
of programs, videotaped presentations, and a schedule
of Library events. The Library Channel broadcasts 24
hours a day, seven days a week. Programs include story
times for children, an adult literacy program, El Paso
County Commissioners meetings, and much more. A
community bulletin board of library events is shown
between programs. Find the schedule online at ppld.org,
then click on the link “Happenings @ Your Library.”
From there, click on the “Comcast 17” link to search the
schedule.

Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes.
Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes for
beginner computer users. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

e Monument Library: Talk English! Mondays, 6:
30-8:30 p.m. Informal conversation groups for adults
with intermediate and advanced English skills. No
registration needed. Meets every Monday. Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370.

e Monument Library Socrates Café, cvery Tue.,
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

e Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed.,
10 a.m.-noon. Join this group of friends dedicated
to empowering individual growth through life-long
learning and positive relationships. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

e Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri.,, Dec. 7, noon. New
members welcome, no registration needed. Call for the
book title. Meets 1% Fri. each month at Palmer Lake
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

e Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book
Club, Fri., Dec. 21, 10-11:30 a.m. This month’s book
is Marley & Me by John Grogan. Everyone is welcome
to attend this spirited group. Meets 3™ Fri. each month.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
Info: 488-2370.

e Monument Library Art Display: The display case
features a collection of the yearly Hallmark Daughter
ornaments. On the walls, watercolors of late artist
Deonne Barkley demonstrate a love of nature and
passion for painting. Monument Branch Library, 1706
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

For other library events, please check http://ppld.org/

communityconnections/calendar.

WEEKLY & MONTHLY EVENTS

e Monument Hill Sertoma Club Breakfast Meeting,
every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

e Al-anon Open Parent’s Meeting: Carry On, every
Sat., 9 a.m., College Room 2nd floor, NE corner; 1750
Deer Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour
answering service at 632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).

e Weekend Bike Rides, Sat., 10 a.m. for road rides;
Sundays, 1 p.m. for mountain bike rides. Balanced Rock
Bike Shop, 279 J Beacon Lite at 3% St. Info: 488-9007.

e Senior Lunches at Monument Town Hall, normally
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1% Thu. each month
and holidays, 166 Second St., Monument. Arrive 11:
30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for free bingo the 2™ Thu.
each month. Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy Myers, 481-4189;
Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.

o Air Force Academy Toastmasters Club, every Mon.,
5:30-6:30 p.m., DeVry University, 1175 Kelly Johnson
Blvd., Room 15, Colorado Springs. Improve your public
speaking, leadership and meeting planning skills with
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. Info:
Amy Tyndale, 201-5360, or visit http://airforceacademy.
freetoasthost.us/

e Al-anon Meeting: Monument Monday Night
Literature Study, every Mon., 7:30-8:30 p.m.,
Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 207, 1750 Deer Creek Rd,
Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-
anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering service at
632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-
425-2666 (nationwide).

e Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group,
every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second St.
Monument. New businesses are invited to join the group
and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-0551.

e Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10
a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek Rd,
Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-
anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering service
at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at
1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).

o New Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of
Christ Church, 675 Baptist Rd. southwest corner room,
door will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.

o FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public
speaking, leadership and meeting planning skills with
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. Info:
visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call Kirby,
481-3738.

o YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, Tuesdays & Fridays,
9:30 a.m., Basic Strength & Balance; 10:45 a.m. Low
Impact Cardio & Strength. New class times: 9 a.m. & 10:

15. Monument Hill Church, 18725 Monument Hill Rd.
YMCA members free, non-members $3 per class. Info,
481-8728.

Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Dec. 3, 7 p.m.
The group is temporarily moving the meeting to the
HealthSouth Building at 3920 N. Union, Colorado
Springs. A DVD on the disease and treatments will
play 5-7 p.m. with the meeting starting at 7 p.m. Share
concerns and success stories in a small group. Learn how
you can become pain-free. Visitors and new participants
always welcome. No charge, no products sold. Meets 1*
Mon. each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735.
American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Dec. 4,
6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose St.,
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1% Tue.
each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467.
Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck
Lunch, Thu., Dec. 6, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town
Hall, 166 2" St. Meets 1* Thu. each month. Info: Kay
Reuteler, 488-3263.

Women’s Connection of Tri-Lakes, Thu., Dec. 6, 11:30
a.m., Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake.
Cost: $15. Meets the first Thu. each month. For free
nursery and luncheon reservations, call Jean at 481-9184
or e-mail Charlotte at charlotte kennel@yahoo.com.
Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Dec. 6, 7 p.m.,,
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st Thu.
each month. Info: Carolyn at 488-9791 or e-mail her at
hockcf@aol.com.

First Friday Family Fun Night @ Monument
Community Presbyterian Church, Fri., Dec. 7, 7-9
p.m., 238 3™ St. All are invited to this new event on
the first Friday each month-bring family, bring friends.
Activities alternate between a family-friendly movie and
game night. Snacks are available for a nominal fee. Info:
481-3902.

La Leche League of Tri-Lakes, Tue., Dec. 11, 10 a.m.,
Family of Christ Lutheran Church. This worldwide
organization provides mother-to-mother support for
mothers who choose to breastfeed. 675 Baptist Rd.
Meets 2™ Tue. each month. Info: 481-2909.

Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Dinner
Meeting, Tue., Dec. 11, 6:30-9 p.m., The Place, 13990
Gleneagle Dr. Business women building relationships in
a social setting. Meets 2™ Tue. each month. Info: Janine
Robertson, 266-0246 or Janine@coloradorobertsons.co
m.

Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon,
Wed., Dec. 12, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Community
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2" Wed.
each month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-6787 or Chuck
Eaton at 495-2443.

Senior Bingo at Monument Town Hall, Thu., Dec. 13,
166 Second St., Monument, after the noontime senior
lunch. Come for lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay and play.
Free! Win prizes! Meets the 2" Thu. each month. Info:
Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.

Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu.,
Dec. 13, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 2™
Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364.

Central Colorado Wilderness Coalition
Meeting, Thu., Dec. 20, potluck supper 6 p.m., meeting
6:30-8:30 p.m., Beidleman Environmental Center, 740
W. Caramillo St., Colorado Springs. Meets 3" Thu. each
month. Info: John Stansfield, (303) 660-5849 or e-mail
jorcstan@juno.com.

Palmer Lake Historical Society, no meeting in
December. Info: 559-0837 or e-mail plhist@aol.com.
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) Christmas
Luncheon, Fri., Dec. 14, 10:45 a.m., The Place, 13990
Gleneagle Dr. The Lewis-Palmer High School Choir will
sing holiday music during lunch. TLWC membership is
open to all women living in School District 38. The
club sponsors the Wine and Roses event in October
and the annual Pine Forest Antiques Show and Sale in
April. Proceeds from these events benefit local nonprofit
groups. RSVP: Billy Healy, 278-8393, or e-mail
famhealy@comcast.net.

Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Dec. 15, 9
a.m., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D Jackson Creek
Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3™ Sat. each month. Info:
Chris, 884-0832 or e-mail cabernathy@woodmoor.com.
Gleneagle Women’s Club Christmas Luncheon, Fri.,
Dec. 21, 11:30 a.m., Cliff House in Manitou Springs.
The program will be a brief history of the hotel and a
tour of several open rooms. Free valet parking at the
door. Cost: $25. RSVP by Dec. 17 to Carol, 484-0788.
Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Dec. 18, 7
p-m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow Rd.,
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Woodmoor. Meets 3™ Tue. each month. Info: Lindsay,
487-9362.

e Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Tue., Dec. 18, 6-8
p-m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer Lake.
Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, and more.
Meets 3™ Tue. each month. Childcare available. RSVP
to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-4221. Dixie Cannon
at 559-2977.

e Women’s Business Owners and Managers Luncheon,
Wed., Dec. 26, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Woodmoor Pines Golf
& Country Club, 18945 Pebble Beach Way, Monument.
Meets 4" Wed. each month. Info: 481-3282.

e MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and kids in
your area. Weekly activities and playgroups scheduled
throughout the month for ages birth and up. Moms
living in Monument and Palmer Lake contact Erin V
at 487-8233 or erin.vineyard@gmail.com. Moms living
in zip 80921 and parts of Black Forest contact Debbie
at debdidovic@gmail.com or Missy at 487-7829. Visit
www.momsclub.org for more information.

e Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck
Lunch, Thu., Jan. 4, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town
Hall, 166 2™ St. Meets 1* Thu. each month. Info: Kay
Reuteler, 488-3263.

o Women’s Connection of Tri-Lakes, Thu., Jan. 4, 11:30
a.m., Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake.
Cost: $15. Meets the first Thu. each month. For free
nursery and luncheon reservations, call Jean at 481-9184
or e-mail Charlotte at charlotte kennel@yahoo.com.

e Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Jan. 4, 7 p.m.,
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1% Thu.
each month. Info: Carolyn at 488-9791 or e-mail her at
hockef@aol.com.

e First Friday Family Fun Night @ Monument
Community Presbyterian Church, Fri., Jan. 5, 7-9
p.m., 238 3% St. All are invited to this new event on
the first Friday each month-bring family, bring friends.
Activities alternate between a family-friendly movie and
game night. Snacks are available for a nominal fee. Info:
481-3902.

SPECIAL EVENTS

e Lewis-Palmer High School Band fundraiser
“Treasures: New and Used,” Sat., Dec. 1, 8 a.m.-4
p.m., Lewis-Palmer High School commons area, 1300
Higby Rd/, Monument. Free admission. Enjoy music
from the band and home-baked goodies as you shop
for treasures. Info: Deborah, 648-2855.

e Christmas Cookie Walk Sale, Sat., Dec. 1, 9 am.-
1 p.m., Tri Lakes United Methodist Church, 20256
Hunting Downs Way, Monument. Crafts for kids,
small business vendors, coffee and hot chocolate,
and home-baked cookies! Proceeds benefit Tri-Lakes
Cares and other local charities.

e Historic Monument’s Small Town Christmas, Sat.,
Dec. 1, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., historic downtown Monument.
Events include holiday crafts in Town Hall, 10 a.m.-
1 p.m.; a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus in the
Chapala Building, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.; miniature donkeys
at Monumental Miniatures, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; hayrides
and carolers at the Gallery Center (Second Street Art
Market); Christmas Karaoke at High Country Home
and Garden, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.; reindeer at Front Street
Square throughout the day; Christmas tree lighting at
Limbach Park at 4 p.m. Galleries and shops will offer
holiday treats and special sales. Info: visit www.monu
mentmerchants.com.

e Rocky Mountain Music Alliance presents an
Evening of Mozart, Sat., Dec. 1, 7 p.m., Forestgate
Presbyterian Church, 970 Northgate Rd., one mile east
of I-25 Exit 156. This concert features Michael Baron,
piano, and the Chamber Orchestra of the Springs with
Thomas Wilson, Music Director. Cost: $15 adults,
$10 students and seniors. The public is invited to a
free Master Class at the church given by the concert
artists at 10 a.m. Info: visit www.rmmaonline.org,
e-mail TheRMMA@aol.com, or phone Pam, 484-
0192.

e American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11: Veterans’
benefits informational program and get-together,
Mon., Dec. 3, 6:30 p.m., The Place, 13990 Gleneagle
Dr. Meet other veterans and learn more about the
benefits you have earned by serving your country.
Info: Jackie Homa, 332-4841.

e Palmer Lake Yule Log Potluck, Tue., Dec. 4, 6 p.m.,
Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Bring a
dish to share, place settings for your family, and come
get into the holiday spirit. Info: 481-2953.

e Fire station “boot drive” for Tri-Lakes Cares, Dec. 7
& 8. Two Tri-Lakes fire stations are holding a boot drive
for needy local families. Station 1, 18650 W. Highway
105 is collecting Fri., Dec. 7, 3-5 p.m. Station 3, 1855
Woodmoor Dr.,, is collecting Sat., Dec. 8, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Info: 484-0911.

¢ Tri-Lakes Community Christmas Handbell Concert,
Sat., Dec. 8, 7 p.m., 238 3rd St., Monument. Everyone
is invited to a free community concert and sing-along.
Come and enjoy the sounds of the season featuring
multiple handbell choirs, organ/piano/keyboard, brass,
percussion, and flute. Info: Betty Jenik, 488-3853.

e Palmer Lake Yule Log Hunt, Sun., Dec. 9, | p.m.,
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Hunt participants should
arrive between 11 a.m. and noon. The holiday program
in Town Hall begins at 1 p.m. Info: 481-2953.

e Colorado Songs and Pictures with John Fielder and
Chuck Pyle, Wed., Dec. 12, Tri-Lakes Center for the
Arts (TLCA), 304 Colorado Highway 105, Palmer Lake.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for the 7 p.m. show. Books and
CDs will be available for purchase and a book and CD
will be raffled. Appetizers by local restaurants and a cash
bar. This holiday concert is a fundraiser for the Palmer
Lake Historical Society. Cost: $10 members, $12 non-
members. Buy tickets at TLCA, 481-0475; The Wine
Seller, 488-3019; and Covered Treasures Bookstore,
481-2665.

e Black Rose Acoustic Society presents Acoustic
Eidolon, Fri., Dec. 14, 7 p.m., doors open 6:30 p.m.
Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest
Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. $15 general public, $10
Black Rose Acoustic Society members. Order tickets on
line at www.blackroseacoustic.org or call 282-0760.

e Travis Book and the Colorado Playboys concert,
Sun., Dec. 16, doors open 6:30 for a 7 p.m. show. Tri-
Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA), 304 Highway 105,
Palmer Lake. Buy tickets for this concert of bluegrass
and acoustic music at The Wine Seller (481-3019) in
Monument and TLCA (481-0475) in Palmer Lake.
Cost: $12 TLCA members, $15 non-members. Info:
www.trilakesarts.org.

e Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI):
Pack Your Burro, Sat., Dec. 21, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Explore

Support Our Community.
Become an OCN volunteer!

Some of our readers may not realize
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If
you like the contribution OCN makes to
our community, now is the time to step
forward and help us provide accurate
information each month to over 13,000
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses.

We need additional reporters to help
cover meetings of local governmental
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What
did they talk about and what did they
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN’s
skilled copy editors will help you refine
your article for publication.

Like to take pictures? We need digital,
slide, or print photos to illustrate future
articles.

We also need various other kinds of
help including preparing the mailing.

If you can spare a few hours to help
make an important difference in our
community, please contact John Heiser at

719-488-3455 or

johnheiser@ourcommunitynews.org.
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the fascinating history and geography of the Pikes
Peak Region. Participate in a fun, interactive game that
lets you examine photographs, tell stories, illustrate
posters, complete maps, and prepare for an imaginary
prospecting expedition. Then, weather permitting,
observe and interact safely with the 450-pound burro
mascots! Cost: $8 adults, $7 military/AAA, $6 seniors
& students, $4 children 3-12, free to children under 3 &
museum members. Reservations requested. WMMI is
located at 225 North Gate Blvd., just off of I-25 at the
Gleneagle exit, #156A, across from the north entrance
to the U.S. Air Force Academy. Reservations and info:
phone 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

e Christmas concert, Fri., Dec. 21, 7 p.m.; & Sat., Dec.
22, 2 pm. and 7 p.m., Lewis-Palmer High School,
1300 Higby Rd., Monument. The Tri-Lakes Music
Association, an all-volunteer choir and orchestra
with over 100 members, will perform “The Joy of
Christmas,” a Christmas cantata. Admission is free.
A free-will offering will be collected for two LPHS
band/vocal scholarships with the rest going to Tri-
Lakes Cares. Info: Bob Manning, 481-3883, or e-
mail rwgmanning@comcast.net or visit the Web site,
www.trilakesmusic.org.

e Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI):
Cookie Mining, Fri., Dec. 28, 10 am. and 1 p.m.
Call the museum for details about this special holiday
program. Cost: $8 adults, $7 military/AAA, $6 seniors
& students, $4 children 3-12, free to children under 3
& museum members. WMMI is located at 225 North
Gate Blvd., just off of I-25 at the Gleneagle exit, #156A,
across from the north entrance to the U.S. Air Force
Academy. Info: 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

¢ Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI)
Photography Exhibit: “Changing Mines in America”
by Peter Goin. Experience Goin’s visual and cultural
legacy of mining landscapes throughout the United
States. The exhibit will run through Dec. 29. WMMI is
located at 225 North Gate Blvd., just off of I-25 at the
Gleneagle exit, #156A, across from the north entrance
to the U.S. Air Force Academy. Info: phone 488-0880 or
visit www.wmmi.org.

o Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) Annual Artist
Member Show & Silent Art Auction, through Jan.
19. Douglas Buchman, artist and owner of the Second
Street Art Market, will judge the exhibit for first, second,
and third place awards in addition to a People’s Choice
Award. TLCA is open Tue.-Sat., 12-4 p.m. and is located
at 304 Highway 105 in Palmer Lake. Info: 481-0475 or
visit the website at www.trilakesarts.org.

To have your event listed at no charge in
Our Community Calendar, please call
488-3455, or send the information to
our_community_calendar@hotmail.com or
P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132.
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Discover the Magic
at Radio Shack!

Hundreds of gift ideas for all ages
GPS
Walkie-Talkies
Electronic Toys
Musical Keyboards

Radios

Batteries

MP3 Players
Electronic Guitars
Sirius Satellite Radios [

and much more...

Right Here in Monument!
491 Highway 105

Next to Starbucks
481-2387

U RadioShack.

Most Major Credit Cards
Welcome.
Owned and operated by
Tri-Lakes Electronics

Alice’s Wonderland of Colorado Real Estate
Top of the World Views

Walk into this beautiful
Monument home and in-
ke | stantly feel you are in your
£™ own private retreat. Set
back off the end of a cul-de-
sac, on an acre, with lots of
pine trees and views, this
home gives a sense of peace

ke #l and tranquility — yet has
easy access to Colorado Springs and Denver. 5 large bedrooms, 3.5
baths, 3 car garage and a finished walk-out basement. This home is
stunning and is available for quick occupancy! $699,000.

Eagle Villas Town Home

High quality patio home, in
a gated 28 unit community,
with incredible views over-
looking the Gleneagle Golf
Course, Pikes Peak, the AF
Academy and city. Impres-
sive open floor plan with 4
bedrooms, 3 full baths, and
almost 4000 sq ft. Walkout
basement and many other upgrades. Must see to believe! $525, 000

Call Alice for a Showing Today!

Alice Sweatman [

719-200-5258 [, ﬁ.

&
KELLER WILLIAMS

CLIENTY CHCHEY BEALTY

REAL ESTATE

Full service. Big savings.
The experts nextdoor...
AE———

Sell your home for as low as $2,950*
Help-U-Sell Summit Properties

Services Include:
Powerful Marketing System
Full Service Real Estate Transactions
Pre-qualify all Buyers
Buy Direct and Save Options
Negotiate to get You the Best Price

For more information, contact our Tri-Lakes Specialist
with over 10 years of experience

Karen Ahrens at 719-339-0052

karenahrens@helpusell.com
Also ask about our Smart Buy Program

*$2,950 applies to homes listed for $200,000 or less. Each office independently owned and operated.

Get more of what you love with...

MAX Checking

Free ATMs
Nationwide

" What's For Dinner?

It's the question of the hour. Too
many home managers look for
answers in the supermarket at 5
pm. Harried, harassed by hungry
children, they rack their brains for
an answer to the dinner-hour

{l question.

What's the Answer? A Gift of Thyme!

Personalized Menu Planning
Let me take the burden off your shoulders of having to figure
out what to cook each night.
Complete dinners, desserts, breakfasts/brunches, even
cocktails are included in your weekly or bi-weekly menus.
You will be less likely to eat out because the planning is done.

Personalized Shopping
o Do you end up putting too many items in your cart and
forgetting things you really need?
e Are you wasting time and gas making
multiple trips to the store?
e Not only will I shop for the menu items
you need, but will also purchase
anything else you and your family need
and bring it all right to your door.

For more information, call Stacy at 930-2178.

e
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Life
2000 years ago, there
WAS AN AMAZING
event that changed
the world forever.
Now in Historic
Downtown
Monument, the story
is not only retold, but
relived. Those who
come to Bethlchem
Revisited will become
part of the story as
they experience the
sights, sounds and
smells of Bethlchem.
Guests will not only
hear the story of
Jesus” birth, but
encounter those
who were part of
the amazing tale
thousands of years
ago.

Come, be a part of
Bethlehem Revisited
as the pages of the
Bible are brought to
life, as Abundant Life
Church reenacts the
story of Jesus’ birth.
Bring the entire
family to feed and
pet the live animals,
including a camel.

Abundant Life
Church

December 15 & 16t
245 2™ St. Monument
CO, (119) 481 - 3214

6.01%

OR  BASE RATE

025 %

If Requirements Are Not Met

EARN  MAX RATES
601 % | 01 %
APY* APY*
s From $0 - $50,000 s Over $50,000

To earn the MAX Rates,
perform the following each cycle:

AIR ACADEMY

« 12 Check Card Transactions Y FELHERAL CREDIT LB

- Receive Electronic Statement
« One direct deposit or ACH Auto Debit aafcu.com 800.223.1983

417 Third Street - Monument

*6.01% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) paid on balances between one penny and $50,000, and 1.01% APY paid on all
amounts above $50,000 each cycle the minimum requirements are met. If you do not meet the requirements during a given
cycle, you will earn the Base Rate of 0.25% APY. Rates as of November 1, 2007. We may change the dividend rate and APY
at any time after the account is opened. Check card transactions must be signature (credit) based to qualify. No minimum
balance required. No minimum balance to open this account. Available to personal accounts only. No monthly service
charge. If you do not meet the requirements per cycle, your account will still function as a free checking === —
account earning the Base Rate, however it will not receive ATM Refunds for that time period. **ATM refunds N A

up to $25 per cycle (limited to $4.99 per item) if requirements are met. Federally insured by NCUA.

BASEMENT FINISHIN

“Pool hall” with an open home theater

* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates

Whether you know exactly what you want or
don’t have a clue where to start, I can help.

488-9812 John Bailey / Bailey Homes

Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction.
www.BaileyHomesMonument.com
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