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Above: The Bear Necessity Theater Company (BNTC) presented Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Starlight Express musical at 
Palmer Ridge High School in November. The musical is the story of a child’s train set that magically comes to life, and 
the various engines compete to become the “fastest engine in the world.” The underdog, Rusty the Steam train, has 
little chance until he is inspired by the legend of the Starlight Express. He ultimately defeats his arch-rivals, Greaseball 
and Electra, before going on to win the hand of the lovely first class coach, Pearl. This was one of the most ambitious 
musicals put on by BNTC because it required most of the cast to perform on roller skates and required that the crew 
remove auditorium seats, extend the stage, and build ramps down into the audience and over the head of the music 
director. Photo by Jackie Burhans.

Monument Board of Trustees, Nov. 7

“Coup” attempt on mayor, mayor pro-tem
By Lisa Hatfield

The Nov. 7 meeting of the Monument 
Board of Trustees became rancorous 
during the trustee comments when there 
were two votes intended to nullify both 
Mayor Jeff Kaiser’s appointment from 
trustee to mayor on April 4, 2016, when 
former elected mayor Rafael Dominguez 
resigned, and Trustee Don Wilson’s unan-
imous appointment to mayor pro-tem on 
April 18, the office Kaiser had first been 
appointed to. The motions also attempted 
to appoint Trustee Dennis Murphy to 
become mayor and appoint Trustee Jeff 
Bornstein to become mayor pro-tem and 

return Kaiser and Wilson back to their 
elected trustee positions. 

Another contentious issue during 
this meeting was a majority vote against 
a resolution to implement a proposed up-
date to the town purchasing and bidding 
ordinance. 

The board unanimously approved a 
loan application to help pay for treating 
elevated levels of radium in the town’s 
Well 9.
Attempt to appoint new mayor 

and new mayor pro-tem
During trustee comments near the end 
of the meeting, Trustee Shea Medlicott 

said because of a series of “snarky and 
unprofessional emails” and defamation 
of character by Kaiser, Medlicott wanted 
to identify a pattern of behavior in Kaiser 
that was “unacceptable and belittling” to 
his political opponents, to the point of us-
ing coercion with threats of litigation.

Medlicott then offered a motion to 
return Kaiser to the trustee position he 
was elected to and nominated Trustee 
Dennis Murphy to fill out the remainder 
of Kaiser’s term as mayor. Coopman sec-
onded the motion.
Background: On April 4, Kaiser was 
unanimously appointed by the board to fill 

See pages 28-31 for details of 
these and many other local 

events.
● Downtown Monument’s Small 

Town Christmas, Sat., Dec. 3, 9 
a.m.-6 p.m. 

● Monument Hill Kiwanis Club’s 
11th Annual North Pole at Tri-
Lakes Arts and Crafts Fair, Sat., 
Dec. 3, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

● Palmer Lake Yule Log Pot Luck 
Dinner, Tue., Dec. 6, 6 p.m.

● A Rocky Mountain Christmas, 
John Adams Band at TLCA, Fri., 
Dec. 9, 7 p.m.

● Black Rose Christmas Concert & 
Potluck: The Instant Family, Fri., 
Dec. 9, 7 p.m.

● El Paso County Hazardous Mate-
rials & Recycling Collection Facil-
ity, Sat., Dec. 10, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

● Annual Handbell Christmas Con-
cert, Sat., Dec. 10, 7 p.m.

● Annual Palmer Lake Yule Log 
Hunt, Sun., Dec. 11, 1 p.m.

● Black Forest AARP Potluck 
Lunch & Meeting, Wed., Dec. 14, 
noon

● Monument Library: AARP Smart 
Driver Course, Wed., Dec. 14, 
12:45-5 p.m.

● Foot Care Clinic, Wed., Dec. 14
● TLMA Annual Choir and Or-

chestra Concert, The Journey of 
Christmas, Fri.-Sat., Dec. 16-17, 7 
p.m. Sun., Dec. 18, 2 p.m.

● Western Museum of Mining & In-
dustry (WMMI): Holiday Model 
Railroad Exhibit, Sat., Dec. 17-
Mon., Jan. 30, open Mon.-Sat., 9 
a.m.-4 p.m., daily guided tours at 10 
a.m. and 1 p.m.

● Wescott Fire Department Santa 
Patrol, Sat., Dec. 17, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

● Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Dec. 30 ■
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Winners shown in bold italics.

Congressional District 5
Misty Plowright (D) 111,676 (30.85%)
Doug Lamborn (R) 225,445 (62.28%)
Mike McRedmond (L) 24,872 (6.87%)
Curtis Imrie (-) 34 (0.01%)

State Board of Education Member - 
Congressional District 5

Jeffery L. Walker Sr. (D) 113,753 (32.90%)
Steven Durham (R) 231,972 (67.10%)

State Representative District 19
Paul Lundeen (R) 40,011 (79.56%)
Tom Reynolds (D) 10,258 (20.41%)

State Representative - District 20
Terri Carver (R) 26,517 (64.05%)
Julia Endicott (D) 12,461 (30.10%)
Judith Darcy (L) 2,425 (5.86%)

District Attorney - 4th Judicial District
Dan May (R) 259,720 (100.00%)

Board of County Commissioners 
District 3

Electra Johnson (D) 33,382 (46.87%)
Steve VanderWerf (R) 37,848 (53.13%)

El Paso County Questions 1A: County 
Opt-out of Broadband Ban

Yes 194,476 (65.88%)
No 100,729 (34.12%)

Triview Metropolitan District Ballot 
Issue 5A: TABOR Override

Yes 1,523 (59.68%)
No 1,029 (40.32%)

Academy School District 20 Ballot 
Issue 3A: Bond Authorization

Yes 34,660 (59.71%)
No 23,383 (40.29%)

Town of Palmer Lake Ballot Issue 2A: 
Continue Sales Tax Rate

Yes 873 (54.80%)
No 720 (45.20%)

Town of Palmer Lake Ballot Issue 2B: 
Marijuana Excise Tax

Yes 830 (51.94%)
No 768 (48.06%)

Town of Palmer Lake Ballot Issue 2C: 
TABOR Override

Yes 1,028 (65.52%)
No 541 (34.48%)

Town of Palmer Lake Ballot Question 
2D: Publish Ordinances Online

Yes 932 (58.47%)
No 662 (41.53%)

Town of Palmer Lake Initiated Issue 
300: Retail Marijuana Sales Tax

Yes 882 (54.61%)
No 733 (45.39%)

Town of Palmer Lake Initiated 
Question 301: Permit Retail 

Marijuana
Yes 714 (43.80%)
No 916 (56.20%)

Reflects results posted as of Nov. 28.

Voter turnout for El Paso County was 
83%. 76% of Colorado’s 3.7 million 
registered voters cast ballots. 

Full state results are at: http://results.enr.
clarityelections.com/CO/63746/183105/
Web01/en/summary.html. 

Full county results are at: http://www.
elpasoelections.com/2016General/
Results/results.html.  ■
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