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Our Community Notices

By Judy Barnes, Events Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates
or times are often changed after publication. Please
double-check the time and place of any event you wish to
attend by calling the information number for that event.

Tri-Lakes Y winter basketball, register now
Registration is now open for winter basketball, preschool
to grade 8. The season begins Jan. 9. Financial assis-
tance is available. Register at www.ppymeca.org or at the
Y, 17250 Jackson Creek Parkway, Monument.

ACT Il thrift shop open for donations
ACT II is a unique community thrift shop that will ben-
efit Tri-Lakes area nonprofits. The shop is located at
245 Jefferson St., next to Tri-Lakes Cares and across
the street from Northland Community Church. Volun-
teers and donations of gently used articles and money
are needed. Act II is now open for donations only, Tue.-
Fri., 2-5 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. In mid-January,
the shop will open for business Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information, visit the
website, www.mynorthlandchurch.org/act-ii, or contact
Executive Director Cara Vanderkolk, cara@mynoth-
landchurch.org or 487-3268.

Volunteers needed for county Highway
Advisory Commission, apply by Jan. 15

The El Paso County Board of Commissioners is seek-
ing community-minded citizen volunteers to serve on the
Highway Advisory Commission. Applications are due
by Jan. 15. The volunteer application is located at www.
elpasoco.com. Click on the “Volunteer Boards” link. For
more information, call 520-6436 or visit www.elpasoco.
com.

Tri-Lakes Women'’s Club announces 2017

grant process, Jan. 15-March 15
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club’s (TLWC) grant application
for 2017 will be available Jan. 15 through March 15
on the TLWC website, www.tlwc.net. Eligible organiza-
tions include nonprofit and public service organizations
and public schools that serve the Tri-Lakes area. Special
program and project requests are welcomed. The appli-
cation package includes the instructions as well as other
important qualifying information. Completed applica-
tions can be mailed to Tri-Lakes Women’s Club, Attn:
Grant Committee, P.O. Box 669, Monument, 80132 with
a postmark no later than March 15. For more informa-
tion, contact the committee chair, Barbara Betzler, at
bbetz@me.com.

CDOT studies 1-25 improvements, public

meetings Jan. 24 and 26

CDOT will hold two public meetings this month to in-
form residents about the project to improve I1-25 in
Douglas County and to hear your concerns and ideas
for improvements. The first meeting will be Jan. 24, 5-7
p-m., at Pikes Peak Library 21c, 1175 Chapel Hills Dr.
in Colorado Springs. The second will be in Castle Rock
Jan. 26, 5-7 p.m. at the Douglas County Fairgrounds’
Kirk Hall, 500 Fairgrounds Rd. The meetings will cover
the same information. For more information, visit www.
codot.gov/projects/i-25-co-springs-denver-south-pel.

CSU Extension launches “Your Energy”
website and blog

The Colorado State University Extension now has a
“Your Energy” website to help Coloradans make more
informed energy decisions. The site includes decision
tools, fact sheets, and a blog. The decision tools can help
you figure out energy savings from using more efficient
lighting, low-flow showerheads, heating and cooling
systems, water heaters, and more. Other tools can help

you understand how much you spend on heating, cool-
ing, and baseload electricity and your bottom line if you
install a wind turbine or solar array. Visit the site at http://
yourenergy.extension.colostate.edu/.

2017 Visions of Light Photographic
Exhibition Call for Entries

Photographers of all levels are invited to submit their
original photography for consideration. For details, visit
www.trilakesarts.org.

Survey for small-scale and

urban poultry/livestock producers

This survey aims to identify the needs of livestock and
poultry owners related to animal health, animal hus-
bandry, food safety, and the role that veterinarians play
on small farms. The study will serve as a benchmark
for designing effective educational programs to train
farmers, backyard producers, and veterinarians work-
ing within this sector. For more information, contact
Alda Pires at 530-754-9855 or apires@ucdavis.edu. The
survey can be found at http://ucanr.edu/survey/survey.
cfm?surveynumber=15917

Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance

Thrift Store needs volunteers
Volunteers are needed to work a three-hour shift once a
week in the store, to move items from storage into the
store, or to pick up donated items. To volunteer, call 488-
3495.

LEAP—Help for heating bills

The Low-Income Energy Assistance Program (LEAP) is
a federally funded program that provides cash assistance
to help families and individuals pay a portion of winter
home heating costs. The eligibility period for LEAP runs
through April 30. Application packets were automati-
cally mailed to residents who received LEAP assistance
last year at their address at that time. To find out if you
qualify for LEAP, call 1-866 HEAT-HELP (1-866-432-
8435) or visit www.colorado.gov/cdhs/leap.

St. Peter Catholic School now enrolling

for the 2016-17 school year
The school offers full and half-day preschool, Core
Knowledge Curriculum with small class sizes, Christ-
centered education, athletics, and more for preschool-
eighth grade. Call or visit: 124 First St., Monument; 481-
1855; www.petertherock.org.

Help the Black Forest Animal Sanctuary

(BFAS) rescue animals

Southern Colorado Animal Rescue BFAS is an animal
rescue and rehab farm that has been helping animals
since 1994. The all-volunteer organization has rescued
thousands of horses, farm animals, dogs, cats, and vari-
ous small wild animals and birds. BFAS provides rescue
operations, adoption programs, foster and sponsorship
programs, a student/horse education program, service
dogs to veterans, and local and national rescue efforts.
They also work with local schools and scouts. Donations
are needed for supplies, and volunteers are needed for
day-to-day operations. To find out how you can help, call
494-0158, email BFASFarm@gmail.com, or visit www.
bfasfarm.org.

El Paso County expands services to

veterans
Three El Paso County agencies providing services to
veterans now have satellite offices at the Mount Carmel
Center of Excellence, 530 Communications Circle, Col-
orado Springs. The Veterans Service office at Mount Car-
mel is open Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4 p.m., and closes noon-1
p.m. for lunch. Call 667-3816 for an appointment. The
Pikes Peak Workforce Center Mount Carmel office is

open Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. (closed for lunch noon-
1 p.m.), and is staffed with two Workforce Center em-
ployees who help veterans with their employment needs.
Call 667-3729 for an appointment. The county Depart-
ment of Human Services also has a Mount Carmel office
open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Become a CASA volunteer

Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) offers a vol-
unteer opportunity like no other. As appointed represen-
tatives of the court, CASA volunteers are empowered
to make a lifelong difference in the lives of abused and
neglected children. Learn more at http://www.casappr.
org/volunteer-colorado-springs/ or contact Kelly at 447-
9898, ext. 1033, or kellyp@casappr.org.

Free transportation and

safety services for seniors

Mountain Community Senior Services offers free trans-
portation and safety services to Tri-Lakes seniors. If you
need a ride to a medical appointment, grocery shopping,
or the local senior lunches, a volunteer driver will be
happy to help you. Call 488-0076 to leave a message for
the dispatcher. If you need grab bars in the bathroom, a
ramp to your door, or repair of stairs or railings, please
call Cindy Rush, 488-0076, and leave a message. For
more information, visit TriLakes-mcts-sshs.org.

Volunteer drivers needed for seniors’

transportation service
Mountain Community Transportation for Seniors is a
nonprofit, grant-funded organization that provides free
transportation to Tri-Lakes seniors 60 years old and over.
The program needs additional volunteer drivers. For in-
formation, email MCSS at mcseniorservices@gmail.
com or call the MCSS dispatch hotline at 488-0076.

Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance

Senior Center programs

The Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Senior Citizens Center is
next to the Lewis-Palmer High School Stadium (across
from the YMCA) and is open 1-4 p.m., Tue.-Fri., and
carlier for scheduled activities. The facility has a lounge,
craft room, game room, and multipurpose room. Pro-
grams include bridge, pinochle, National Mah-jongg,
line dancing, tea time, bingo, and more. Ping-pong, Wii
video games, puzzles and board games, refreshments,
a lending library, computers with Internet connections,
and an information table are also available. For infor-
mation about programs for seniors, visit www.TriLakes-
Seniors.org.

Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free
Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of informa-
tion for local seniors, including the daily menu of the
senior lunches offered M-F at the Mountain Commu-
nity Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. It
also contains the schedule of the classes and events for
the month at the Senior Citizens Center. To subscribe,
send an email with your name and mailing address to
SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior Beat can also
be viewed online at www.TriLakesSeniors.org.

Free gun-lock kit

The Monument Police Department is offering free fire-
arm safety kits to local residents through a partnership
with Project ChildSafe, the nationwide firearms safety
education program. Each kit contains gun safety infor-
mation and a cable-style gunlock that fits most types of
handguns, rifles, and shotguns. The Police Department
administrative offices at 645 Beacon Lite Rd. are open
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Drop by during those
times to pick up a free gun-lock kit. For information,
phone 481-3253.

Our Community Calendar

By Judy Barnes, Community Calendar Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates
or times are often changed after publication. Please
double-check the time and place of any event you wish to
attend by calling the info number for that event.

GOVERNMENTAL BODIES
e Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Com-
mittee Meeting, Tue., Jan. 10, 10 a.m., 16510
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill
Burks, 481-4053.
e Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting,

Tue., Jan. 10, 5 p.m., 15275 Struthers Rd. Meets 2nd
Tue. each month. Info: 488-6868.

e D-38 Accountability Advisory Committee
(DAAC) Meeting, Tue., Jan. 10, 7 p.m., Monument
Academy, 1150 Village Ridge Point, Monument.
Meets 2nd Tue. each month, location varies. Info:




