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Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, Nov. 21
After mill levy win, district looks to finalize budget
By Jennifer Kaylor to $75,000. He estimated $1.5 million

The Donald Wescott Fire Protection
District (DWFPD) Board of Directors
met on Nov. 21 as it awaited final rev-
enue numbers from the El Paso County
Assessor’s Office to finalize the budget.
All board members were present ex-
cept Harland Baker, who was excused.

Chief Vinny Burns thanked the
community in supporting the over-
whelming victory in raising the levy
from 7 to 21.9 mills in the Nov. 7 elec-
tion (see election results on page 20).
He expressed special thanks to those
who worked on committees and
pitched in to get the levy passed. Capt.
Sean Pearson echoed Burns’ gratitude
on behalf of the firefighters.

2018 budget approval briefly
postponed

Burns stated that not much had
changed regarding the 2018 budget
since the board’s October meeting. He
explained that he was waiting for final
numbers from the Assessor’s Office,
which should come in seven to 10 days.
Burns noted that revenue was estimat-
ed at $2.297 million. Because of the dis-
trict’s reduced size, Burns stated that
the Special Ownership Tax revenue
was conservatively cut from $250,000

would be placed in reserves to prepare
for capital improvement projects.

Administrative Assistant Stacey
Popovich explained Resolution 2017-
005 that, if approved by the board,
would change the district’s current ac-
cident and sickness policy and cover-
age through the Heart, Circulatory and
Cancer Trust that is part of the Special
District Association of Colorado pool.
The change would create a $6,000 sav-
ings for the district and would bring it
into compliance with legislative chang-
es. The board unanimously approved
the resolution.

Resident Dennis Feltz asked if the
insurance change benefitted volun-
teers retroactively. Popovich replied
that the insurance changes, effective
Jan. 1, 2018, would only apply to active
volunteers who have served for a cer-
tain period of time and career firefight-
ers. Burns and Ridings confirmed that
the parameters were established by the
state of Colorado.

Special awards given
Burns presented certificates of com-
mendation to Pearson and Assistant
Chief Scott Ridings for their hard work
in coordinating and developing the

Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery

3190 Benet Lane Colorado Springs, C0 80921 * Phone: (719) 633-0655 Fax: (719) 471-0403

Advent Retreat: An Advent Pause~Show Up, Slow Down

Saturday, Dec. 9
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Fee: $45.00
If you would like to be less rushed and more spiritually con-
nected....then you are invited to this retreat.

Presenter: Sister Marilyn Carpenter, OSB

We welcome people of all faith
traditions, cultures and backgrounds.

REGISTER at www.benethillmonastery.org Registration/Events

or Email registrations@benethillmonastery.org or call 719-633-0655 Ext. 132

Christmas Crafts at the (Monasterye
October 21 through December 10th

o Monday - Saturday: 9:00 am to 4 :00 pm

Sundays 11:30 am to 1:00 pm

Stuffed animals, Christmas tree ornaments, Handmade wooden ornaments, Snow globes, Vintage
Christmas items, Ceramic figurines, Handmade vests, wall hangings, table runners & Christmas
stockings, Mugs and Stocking Stuffers, Sister Lucile’s jams and baked goods and more!

Get Into The
Christmas Spirit
With Festive Music
A Tri-Lakes Tradition
For The 19" Year

Admission is FREE
A FREE WILL offering
goes to Tri-Lakes
Cares and the TLMA
Scholarship Fund

Park in the Lower
Parking Lots and
Enter at the
Auditorium Entrance

=" Monument Hill Rd.
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For More Information:
www.trilakesmusic.org

Tri-Lakes Music Association
Presents a FREE Concert:

b ’

Fri., Dec. 15", 7 pm
Sat., Dec. 16", 7 pm
Sun., Dec. 17", 2 pm

(doors open 30 minutes prior to performance
first-come, first-seated basis)

Palmer Ridge High School Auditorium
19255 Monument Hill Frontage Rd

featuring

The TLMA Orchestra, Choir & More!

ROrEq &

For Weather Cancellations: www.trilakesmusic.org

Above: Assistant Chief Scott Ridings, left, and Capt. Sean Pearson received
honors for their exceptional work in training local fire districts. Photo by Jennifer
Kaylor.

highly successful North Group live fire
training at the clubhouse of the former
Gleneagle Golf Course.

Bank balances increase
Popovich reported on the district’s Oc-
tober bank balances, which increased
by $5,245 overall. Director Joyce Har-
tung requested an amendment to the
October minutes to reflect that Burns
responded to resident Gary Rusnak’s
question about the Station 2 easement.

Chiefs’ reports

Ridings reported that Wescott re-
sponded to 27 EMS calls and 30 fire
calls for a total of 57 responses in Octo-
ber. Average response times were 5:41
for EMS and 5:20 for fire, and an aver-
age 5:35 per call. Mutual Aid was given
on 14 calls and received on four calls.
None of the calls resulted in fire loss.
Popovich notes delay in notices

Feltz, the only resident in atten-
dance, stated that he had requested
but not received notices of board
meetings and meeting minutes. Feltz
also requested a copy of the budget.
Popovich apologized for the delay in
meeting notices and minutes. Board
President Greg Gent indicated that

a budget would be made available.
Burns’ review of the budget clarified
that a budget would not be ready until
December.
The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
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Santa Patrol set for Dec. 16
After the meeting, the district report-
ed that Wescott’s annual Santa Patrol,
where Santa rides a fire truck through
the district’s neighborhoods and hands
out candy to kids, is scheduled for 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Dec. 16. Santa’s route will
be posted on the website, listed below.
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The next DWFPD board of directors
meeting will be held on Tuesday, Dec.
5, at 7 p.m. Note that this meeting is
being held two weeks in advance of its
normal schedule. The meeting location
is Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive.
Please call (719) 488-8680, a nonemer-
gency number, for more information,
or visit www.wescottfire.org. The dis-
trict is also on Facebook and Twitter.
Jennifer Kaylor can be reached at
Jjenniferkaylor@ocn.me.

DO YOU HAVE AN OLD FUR HANGING
IN THE CLOSET, NOT BEING WORN?

Ry PREPARE FOR
RESIYLE  yPCOMING WINTER!

— YOURFUR —
RESTYLE your old fur hanging in the closet to
a BEAUTIFUL VEST, JACKET OR TEDDY BEAR!

COME BY

DURING OUR RECYCLE AND

MINK RESTYLING EVENT
Brought to you by

RESTYLE YOUR FUR. Restyle Division of LaBelle
Furs since 1919. www.restyleyourfur.com
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