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possibly by as much as two-thirds, by modifying our re-
sponse plans so that Wescott is no longer dispatched on
non-serious calls. We would work with them and our dis-
patch center to more specifically identify what those are.
With the reduction in the disparity that now exists, we
believe we will be closer to an even exchange of services
and can avoid fees.”

The directors discussed the topic with great pas-
sion. Director Terri Hayes was concerned about public
perception and letting $230 stand in the way, although
she did not like the idea of paying another district either
and wanted to keep a close eye on it if this were adopted.

Secretary Mike Smaldino was vehemently opposed
to the idea of setting a precedent for districts to start pay-
ing to get automatic aid from each other, saying, “They
are not going to balance their budget on the backs of us.”
Director Jason Buckingham wondered if it was worth a
possible $23,000 a year to get a one-minute-better re-
sponse time to those neighborhoods north of Baptist
Road that are so close to Wescott’s Station 1.

Another part of the discussion centered on the fact
that Wescott has cut almost all overtime pay this year,
meaning staffing levels there could be unpredictable as
far as TLMFPD is concerned.

The board finally decided not to vote on the sub-
ject at this meeting at all. Instead, they gave direction to
Truty to ask Burns some more specified questions.

Dinner meeting with Wescott

A casual dinner and conversation meeting happened
among six of seven TLMFPD board members and two
board members and the two chiefs of DWFPD on Jan.
18. Truty said this was a special “get to know each other”
meeting for both district board members. TLMFPD offi-
cially posted the meeting and had a majority of its board
members in attendance, while DWFPD did not. See re-
lated DWFPD article on page 8.

Raspberry Lane structure fire

Trost and Battalion Chief Mike Keough reported that
on Jan. 2, at 8:10 a.m., a fire broke out in the multifam-
ily homes on Raspberry Lane south of Monument Lake
Road. Two people were not able to escape their home
due to extreme smoke and heat in the living room, so
the man, a former firefighter, climbed out the third-sto-
ry window, with his small son, onto the three-foot roof
ledge, until they were rescued by Capt. Kris Mola and his
crew. See photo on page 1.

Trost said, “It was a great job by the guys. They did
a quick hit on the fire, too.” Crews from DWFPD and
Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department assisted on the
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New Gift & Décor Showroom

PRE-Order For Valentines and Receive a Free
Balloon with your $50.00 Purchase
Free Chocolates with your $100.00 Purchase

366 Second St. Suite A
Monument CO 80132

719-488-1116
www.enchantedfloristco.com

scene, and three units from CSFD responded but were
canceled before their arrival. The Monument Police De-
partment and El Paso County Sheriff’s Office also as-
sisted on the call, Trost and Keough said.

Fire marshal job description modified

In the wake of the abrupt unexplained departure of for-
mer TLMFPD Fire Marshal John Vincent in December,
Truty proposed a set of modifications to that position,
title, responsibilities, and salary. The proposed job de-
scription for an administrative battalion chief would
include all fire marshal responsibilities plus have addi-
tional administrative responsibilities that currently are
handled either by Truty or Trost.

Trost said that a Fire Inspector I certification would
be required, and the district would support future educa-
tion for this staff member to achieve the II and III level.
Arson investigation certification would not be required,
because El Paso County provides mutual aid on these
criminal investigations when they are needed in TLM-
FPD.

The board voted unanimously to approve this job
new description, which will first be posted internally.

Chief’s report
Trost presented information on several topics, including:
*  Updates have been made to the lieutenant and engi-
neer hiring process.
*  Three conditional job offers had been accepted by
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15954 Jackson Creek Parkway, Monument, CO 80132
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prospective new staff members, and they should be
attending a fire academy class at West Metro Den-
ver starting Jan. 30. This is an attempt to restore
staffing levels to 14 per shift.

e One other offer was accepted and then subsequent-
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Powers Pet Porters
Loving, Customized Pet Care

Serving the Tri-Lakes area

Loving care for pets in your home
Home visits/overnight stays/dog walking
Special needs/meds

Services customized to your pet’s needs

Joan Powers (719) 641-6017
wWww.powerspetporters.com

GATED CALISTOGA IN FLYING HORSE! Beautiful, BRAND NEW five-
bedroom, six-bath ranch-style home! Phenomenal views of Pikes Peak.
Elegant, open floor plan, and huge gourmet kitchen await in this well-built
home! Amazing kitchen includes a 62" stainless steel refrigerator/freezer,
Dacor double ovens, large granite slab island with Dacor gas 6-burner range
top stove, microwave drawer and separate pantry storage. Flow into the dining
area with crown moldings or great room with wood beams for an easy, open
lifestyle. Master suite with fireplace, gorgeous master bath and huge walk-in
closet. Second on-suite bedroom upstairs. Wainscot-trimmed study with closet
and walkout to a nice patio for those sunny days. Private enclosed back patio
with fireplace that can be accessed off the kitchen or the master bedroom.
Covered front deck to enjoy Pikes Peak views and all that Colorado has to
offer. Downstairs walkout patio is the perfect place for a fire pit or a hot tub
with privacy and protection from the elements. Downstairs find a wet bar, wine
room, and large recreation room as well as room for a pool table and ping
pong or games. Three large bedrooms in the lower level, one on-suite, and
two with a Jack-n-Jill bath. Large four-car garage, mudroom with built-in
cubbies, powder rooms up and down, large closets, and storage. The perfect
home for luxurious Colorado living! $1,050,000.

Val Ross-Coy
ERA Broker Associate
e (719) 237-8787

- vcoy@erashields.com
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Dr. Zahari Metchkov

Save the Date: Sat, May 6,7pm

Dr. Michael Schneider
Fabulous Musicians Return to the Tri-Lakes Area
Classical Music of the Great Masters
Magical Evenings of Beautiful Music

Filip Fenrych, violin; Gina Ford, oboe; Zahari Metchkov, piano

Tickets ror aaults are $10 online at www.rmmaonline.org
or $12 at the door. Students with ID, and children 12 and under are FREE.
For information, contact Coleen Abeyta af (719) 630-8165 or Coleen.Abeyta@gmail.com

R RMMA GLASSICAL
MUSIC CONCERT

Sat., Feh.25, 7pm
Concerto Night

Pianists Dr. Zahari Metchkov
and Dr. Michael Schneider
Brahms: Piano Concerto No. 1;
Massenet: Piano Concerto

FREE Concerto Master Class

Fri, Feh.24,5 pm
at Tri-Lakes United Methodist Church.
Master Class winner performs during
the concert Feb. 25th.

Concert location
Tri-Lakes United Methodist Church,
20256 Hunting Downs Way.
Directions: Southwest of Highway 83
and County Line Road/Palmer Divide
Ave., East of Kings Deer.




