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Board pressed
about future of
district if mill
levy hike fails

See pages 28-31 for details of these
and many other local events.
● Palmer Lake Kids Fishing Derby,

Sat., Jun. 3, 8-11:30 a.m.
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club First Ever
Pre-Harvesting Hope Jewelry Sale,
Sat., Jun. 3, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
D-38 Informational Meeting for Potential School Board Candidates,
Tue., Jun. 6, 5 p.m.
Concerts in the Park, every Wed.,
Jun. 7-Aug. 2, 7-9 p.m.
D-38 LPSD’s Home School Enrichment Academy Open House, Thu.,
Jun. 8, 1-3 p.m.
Color Splash, Annual Fine Art
Show & Sale Opening Reception,
Fri., Jun. 9, 6-8 p.m.
Lakeside Free Summer Concert at
Waterfront Park: Jody Adams, Fri.,
Jun. 9, 6-8 p.m.
Monument’s Free Movie Night: Moana, Fri., Jun. 9, 7 p.m.
Friends of Monument Preserve
Trail Work Night, Wed., Jun. 14,
6-8:30 p.m.
Art Hop, Thu., Jun. 15, 5-8 p.m.
Palmer Lake Historical Society:
Hummingbirds, Thu., Jun. 15, 7 p.m.
CPR/AED/First Aid Certification
Course, Sat., Jun. 17, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Run to the Ascent 5k for Schools,
Sat., Jun. 17, 8:30 a.m.
Monument Outdoor Quilt Show,
Sat., Jun. 17, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
WMMI First Annual All Colorado
Festival, Sat., Jun. 17, 1-7 p.m.
Father’s Day Ice Cream Social, Sun.,
Jun. 18, 1:15-4 p.m.
Long Term Planning Seminar, Thu.,
Jun. 22, 6-8 p.m.
Free Workshop: Be a Senior Smarty,
Fri., Jun. 23, 9 a.m.-noon
Water: Rain Barrels, Your Watershed, and More, Sat., Jun. 24, 1011:30 a.m.
Secret Life of Animals Nature
Camp at Fox Run Park, Mon.-Fri.,
Jun. 26-30, 9 a.m.-noon
Monument’s Free Movie Night:
Pete’s Dragon, Fri., Jun. 30, 7 p.m. ■
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Donald Wescott Fire
Protection District, May 17
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Above: On May 24, the Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI) held its
annual Picnic ‘N’ Planes event in conjunction with the Air Force Academy graduation.
For a small per car donation, over 300 attendees picnicked, walked the museum
grounds, played some catch, enjoyed each other’s company and set up cameras
until the main viewing activity. The museum’s hilltop provided a 360-degree view
of the flight acrobatics of the Air Force Thunderbirds. The six-plane team used the
Front Range mountains and clear sky as a backdrop. Following the Thunderbirds’
show, attendees received a discount to do a tour of the museum and its exhibits.
Information on WMMI is at www.wmmi.org. Photo by Mark Aggers. Caption by
David Futey.

El Paso Board of County Commissioners, May 23

Academy Gateway and
Gleneagle Golf Course
projects approved
By Helen Walklett
At its May 23 meeting, the El Paso Board
of County Commissioners (BOCC) approved both the Academy Gateway development at Struthers Road and North
Gate Boulevard and the Gleneagle Golf
Course residential infill development.
The Gleneagle project saw an eleventhhour agreement reached between county
staff and the developer concerning unresolved drainage issues to enable the project to move forward. Both projects had
been recommended for approval by the
county Planning Commission at its May
3 meeting.

Academy Gateway

The commissioners approved a preliminary plan and final plat requests for Academy Gateway, the proposed commercial
development on an 18-acre parcel of land
at the northwest corner of Struthers Road
and North Gate Boulevard. The preliminary plan was approved by a 4 to 1 vote
(Commissioner Longinos Gonzalez,
who was concerned about a water supply waiver, voted against). The final plat
request was approved unanimously.
The preliminary plan includes 11
commercial lots and one tract that will be

By Jennifer Kaylor
The Donald Wescott Fire Protection
District (DWFPD) board met May 17
to review administration of the district’s
finances and April’s call volume, and
to receive public comments. A resident
questioned the board about the future of
the district if the proposed mill levy increase fails. The firefighters of DWFPD
supported the mill levy increase in a letter
that represented them collectively.
All board members were present except Harland Baker, who was excused.
Attorney Dino Ross of Ireland Stapleton
Pryor and Pascoe PC also attended.

Public questions and comments

District resident Gary Rusnak continued
to press the board for answers about the
fate of the district if the mill levy increase
fails. Rusnak asked if DWFPD would become all-volunteer and if the Colorado
Springs Fire Department, as part of the
annexation agreement with the city, bore
any responsibility in supporting DWFPD.
He asked when the board would vote
on the mill levy, if the vote would take
place in executive session, and whether
the public would have an opportunity to
make comments on the vote.
Rusnak also disputed the steering
committee survey results of 2:1 in support of the mill levy increase, stating that
many of the “yes” voters were not confident that the mill levy proposal would
pass. Rusnak added that the steering committee vote did not accurately represent
home owners’ associations (HOAs) in the
district and cited that all nine residents of
his HOA would have voted “no” had they
(Continued on page 6)

Memorial Day
in Monument

(Continued on page 2)

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, May 24

Engine taken out of service
due to reduced staffing
By Lisa Hatfield
The Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection
District (TLMFPD) board discussed an
engine taken out of service due to the current low staffing situation, public meetings regarding the proposed mill levy
increase ballot measure, and impact fees,
on May 24. The board also welcomed
three new firefighters and celebrated Kris
Mola’s promotion to battalion chief.
President Jake Shirk was excused.

3 in Woodmoor had been taken out of service on May 8 due to continued concerns
about reduced staffing and stress on the
firefighters related to the required overtime to maintain certain staffing levels.
See www.ocn.me/v16n3.htm#tlmfpd0224,
www.ocn.me/v16n9.htm#tlmfpd,
www.
ocn.me/v17n5.htm#tlmfpd.
Truty said that Station 3 was still
open and that the ambulance from Station 1 had been moved to Station 3, “So
from an emergency services perspective,
it’s good.” His goal was to have enough

Truty said the fire engine based at Station

(Continued on page 8)

Engine at Woodmoor Station 3
taken out of service

At the Memorial Day Ceremony at
the Monument Cemetery May 29, the
crowd of about 300 salutes flags at
half-staff. See also photos on page 27.
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BOCC (Cont. from page 1)
used as a private loop road serving the development. The applicant requested three
waivers to allow for the construction of a
private road instead of a public road, to
modify the design standards for a private
road, and to allow for a water sufficiency
finding for a 100-year water supply instead of a 300-year water supply from

Donala Water and Sanitation District. All
three waivers were granted.
The final plat request included four
commercial lots and two future development tracts. The initial phase will see development of a small hotel, a coffee shop,
and a convenience store.
The developer had proposed constructing turn lanes, curb and gutter, and
sidewalks along Struthers Road and curb

Fringe Benefits Custom Interiors, LLC
(719) 339-4219

Full Interior Design
focusing on Blinds
and Window
Treatments

fringebenefitscustominteriors.houzz.com

Mary Sue Hafey
Interior Designer
licensed/insured
Monument, CO

Tri-Lakes First Choice in Friendly,
Affordable Dentistry for Your Whole Family

NOW OFFERING:
Implants
Same day Crowns
The Latest 3D / Cone Beam Technology
Check out our website for a full range of services!

Brad Burtwistle, DDS, RN
325 2nd St, Suite A, Monument, CO 80132
(On the northwest corner of Beacon Lite Road and 2nd St.)

(719) 481-4949

www.monumentfamilydentistry.com

Above: The Gleneagle Golf Course infill development was approved by the El
Paso Board of County Commissioners on May 23. The 12 lots re-designated as
“future development tracts” are along the cul-de-sac on the lower left. Graphic
courtesy of William Guman & Associates Ltd.

and gutter along North Gate Boulevard.
The county Department of Public Works
and its consultant are developing a preliminary design for a roundabout at the
Struthers Road/Gleneagle Drive intersection, which will include a public storm

drain system. County staff has coordinated on this project with the developer,
and a development agreement has been
drawn up that will address overlapping
improvements between the proposed
development and the roundabout. The

office@monumentfamilydentistry.com
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Next to Pikes Peak Brewing
1752 Lake Woodmoor Drive Monument, Colorado 80132

Carpet•Wood•Tile•Vinyl
Sales and Installation

www.affordableflooringconnection.com

Academics ★ Catholic Identity ★ Community ★ Athletics ★ Enrichment

St. Peter Catholic School
Preschool through 8th grade
124 First Street
Monument, CO 80132
(719) 481-1855

NOW ENROLLING FOR 2017-18!
E Q U A L H O U S I N G
O P P O R T U N I T Y

petertherockschool.org
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agreement is intended to avoid
improvements by the developer
that would later need to be demolished when construction of
the roundabout begins. Instead,
the developer will make a financial contribution to the roundabout’s construction.
The development agreement also provides that the
developer construct a portion of the regional drainage
system, with the county supplying the pipe materials and
the developer’s construction
costs being credited toward
drainage fees. Again, this is
to avoid so-called “throwaway construction.” Detention of water and water quality will be handled on-site.
When a regional detention
pond is completed nearby,
detention volume on-site
may be reduced with the possibility that the on-site detention pond may be no longer
needed.
Kari Parsons, project
manager/planner II, Planning
and Community Development Department, told the
BOCC that the county had
notified seven neighboring
properties about the development and received no written
responses. It had received an
email from the Western Museum of Mining & Industry
and staff had worked to directly address the museum’s
concerns.

Gleneagle Golf Course
development

The commissioners considered concurrently five items
relating to the development
of the abandoned golf course
land along Gleneagle Drive.
The applicant, Westbrook
Capital Holdings LLC, had
applied to build 56 single-

family homes spread out on 28
acres of the land instead of the
47 patio homes that had been
planned for the driving range
area but which were never built.
The commissioners unanimously approved two rezoning

requests and a sketch plan that
together annulled the previous
approval for the patio homes
and restrictions on the use of the
rest of the golf course land, and
rezoned the area to be developed
as “residential suburban” to en-





able the development of the 56
homes. The preliminary plan for
56 homes was also unanimously
approved. However, the final
plat was approved only after an
agreement was reached between
county staff and the developer to

overcome ongoing disagreement
concerning drainage toward
Westchester Drive. This agreement saw 44 single-lot homes
final platted, with 12 left to be
final platted at a possible future
date once drainage issues are re-

Ravissante Salon
Featuring












20256 Hunting Downs Way
Monument, CO 80132
719-488-1365

Worship Hours: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00am
website: www.tlumc.org
Building followers of Jesus Christ who love and serve God and neighbor.

and
INOA AMMONIA-FREE HAIR COLOR
13570 Meadowgrass Drive
Colorado Springs 80921

Alicia Taylor

ravissante_at@yahoo.com

Owner, Educator,
and Creative
Designer

(719) 481-3344

50% OFF men’s haircuts
FREE women’s haircuts
with chemical service

New clients only. Good through June 30, 2017.

I-25 & Baptist Road—Adjacent to King Soopers
Open 9 am to 10 pm Monday-Saturday
10 am to 7 pm Sunday

719-481-0708

EAGLE WINE & SPIRITS
• Over 1,100 Varieties of Imported and Domestic Wines
• 500 Varieties and Sizes of Micro, Import, and Domestic Beers
• Fine Cigars • Wide Variety of Spirits • Walk-In Wine Cooler
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solved.
The applicant had made two waiver requests as
part of the preliminary plan request, both of which were
granted. The first requested a waiver of the county requirement for a maximum of 25 lots on a dead-end

roadway, the Mission Hill Way cul-de-sac. The development would add 22 more single-family-home lots, only
accessible via Mission Hill Way, which already serves
two townhome developments and multiple single-family
lots. The second request, supported by Donala, was to allow for a water sufficiency finding for a 100-year water
supply as required by the state instead of the county’s
required 300-year water supply.
At the Planning Commission hearing on May 3,
there was considerable discussion surrounding unresolved drainage issues. At the end of that hearing, Craig
Dossey, executive director, county Planning and Community Development Department, stated that a policy

decision was needed to resolve the outstanding drainage
issues and that that could only be done by the BOCC.
(see www.ocn.me/v17n5.htm#epcpc).
Specifically, two proposed private detention ponds
would drain through a proposed surface outfall ditch between two existing single-family homes at separate locations along Westchester Drive, and there is currently no
drainage easement between the lots.
Parsons explained in great technical detail to the
commissioners that they had three options to resolve the
drainage issues.
Before adjourning for a break, President Darryl
Glenn stated that he was having difficulties with the en-

(719) 488-2308

Complete Bookkeeping
& Payroll Services

Quick
Books
Training
and Setup
IRS Clean-Up
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www.BlackForestPiano.com
Visit my website site and you can:

All Ages • Beginners Welcome
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• Book�On-Line

(719) 425-8845

July 10-14, 2017
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No Cost / K-6th Grades
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THE UNIVERSE
COLOSSIANS 1:15-16

www.bobbid.com

edPiano Tuning & Repair
t
s
u
r

Guitar Lessons

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
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Monument Community
Presbyterian Church
238 Third St., Monument, CO
Register at www.mcpcusa.org or
call (719) 481-3902

Speech and Language Therapy
•
•
•
•

Speech/Articulation
• TBI/Memory Deficits
Dyslexia/Reading Difficulties
Auditory Processing/Comprehension
Problem Solving/Executive Functioning

Linda A. Lyons, M.A.-CCC-SLP; ABD

Speech-Language Pathologist/Cognitive Specialist

(303) 579-8114

revlalyons@gmail.com

Quality Home Child Care

Give the Gift of Music!

Infant, Toddler, Preschool Program

Pay for three lessons, get one FREE!

Full-time and part-time, before and
after school, nights and weekends
available, Immediate openings ages 0-6
My childcare offers everything I would
want for my child—stories, songs, art,
fun indoor and outdoor activities. I will
give your child the best care possible.

New students only. One-time only.

Call Mike at 487-8435

Graduate of the Guitar Institute of
Technology. 30 years’ Teaching Experience.

Call Carmen at (719) 645-8713

$584,000

MLS# 5243746
Immaculately maintained nestled in the aspen & pine
trees. Loaded w/ upgrades, catwalk that looks over the
great room, gourmet kitchen w/ quartz counters & breakfast nook, mtn. views, fit for a king! 6/4/3, SF: 4,726

719--344-1458

MLS# 2692660
Gorgeous custom home situated on 2 acres in Spruce
Mountain Estates. 2-story great room w/ 2 sided fp, vaulted master w/ fp, very open floor plan. Peaceful setting
close to trails. Just Beautiful! 4/3/2, SF: 3,903

NEW Summer Fun Flowers & Merchandise!

Your Hometown Florist for All Occasions
B irt hd ay.Anni ver sary .We dd ing .Funer al

366 Second St. Ste. A Monument Co 80132

MLS# 1479625
Almost 5 acres w/ Pikes Peak & city views, zoned for
horses, grand winding staircase, formal living & dining
rooms, spacious office, multiple outdoor spaces, RV
parking, new roof, carpet & paint. 7/7/2, SF: 4,438

enchantedfloristco.com
719-488-1116

Restorative Therapies
MARA GULLER, LMT, CLT, INHC

THE

WHEATON TEAM
Exceptional Service, Extraordinary Results!

Jean & John Wheaton
Kristin Dionne

719-536-4581
www.TheWheatonTeam.com

Each RE/MAX Brokerage Business is Independently Owned & Operated

Licensed Massage Therapist
Certified Lymphedema Therapist
Certified Integrative Nutrition Health Coach

Neuromuscular Trigger Point, Deep Tissue,
MLD/CDT for Lymphedema, Therapeutic Hot
Stone for Relaxation and Pain Relief.
Decreasing back, neck, and
shoulder pain for over 24 years!

$20 OFF your first massage or
health coaching session! New clients only.
(719) 290-5534 www.maragullerrlmt.fullslate.com

719-465-2335 | 2678 North Gate Blvd.

$10 OFF YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

when you spend $50 or more
must present this ad to receive offer, valid through 7/10/17
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gineering disagreements and urged county staff and the
applicant to use the break to find a solution.
After the break, Parsons announced that a solution
had been worked out based on the third option presented
to the commissioners. The applicant would revise the final plat to remove the 12 lots on the Stone Eagle Place
part of the development that contributed to the drainage
issues between lots 10 and 11 on Westchester Way.
The revised final plat will show this removed area
as a future development tract that could be final platted
later as a separate final plat filing. This solution allows
the applicant to move forward with the remaining 44
lots, which have no outstanding drainage issues. It would
also allow the applicant to either sell the tract to another
developer to solve the drainage issues and for them to
come back before the BOCC in accordance with the normal platting process or for the applicant to do so later.
The applicant is required to submit amended engineering
documents to reflect the changes made to the drainage by
the removal of the 12 lots. The BOCC granted Dossey, as
executive director, the power to carry out administrative
review of the revised final plat and the president of the
BOCC the authority to sign it, without need for a further
BOCC hearing.
The development agreement ensures preservation
of the remainder of the former golf course as open space

TRI-LAKES
Tennis Club
Ages 7 to Adult – All Levels
Groups Forming Now – 16 Players per Group
One Hour Lessons – Twice a Week
Glen Park Tennis Courts, Palmer Lake, CO
Session 1: June 5– June 30
Session 2: July 10 – Aug 4
Session Cost =$64

for the use of the Gleneagle community. The developer
is required to complete public and private improvements
to the open space, including demolition of the existing
clubhouse, tennis courts, and pool. These improvements
must be approved by county before the land is handed
over to the Gleneagle Civic Association (GCA), the ho-

meowners association. The GCA will have the ability to
re-plan the open space for recreational purposes and will
be responsible for ongoing maintenance. Of the two existing tunnels providing access under Gleneagle Drive,
the northern tunnel will remain open to allow pedestrian

HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION
RAPTOR RIDGE RANCH

Lessons

*CHA Certified*
Instructor
*Riding Lessons
*Horse Training
*Show Team
*Indoor Arena

*Year Round
*Group, Private
*Ages 7 - Adult
*Western, English
*Dressage

719-481-4360 ~ http://ppra.biz ~ ride@ppra.biz

Mark D George, DDS,
Orthodontic Specialist

Gophers-B-Gone
Gophers,
Moles, Voles,
Burrowing
Rodent
Control

Braces and Invisalign
for Children, Adolescents, and Adults

Call to schedule a FREE consultation

(719) 488-2806

1880 Willow Park Way, #102
Off Woodmoor Drive near
Lewis-Palmer Middle School

www.drgeorgeortho.com

wwwGophersBGone.net

(719) 377-3991

+One-time Registration Fee of $10 (includes T-shirt)

Contact Leslie Scott
tri-lakestennis@outlook.com (719) 310-1813

Monument Hill
Farmers Market
Every Saturday
8 am-2 pm
In front of the D-38 Administration Building
at 2nd and Jefferson St. in Downtown
Monument. Park behind the administration
building or in the Catholic Church parking
lot. Playground for the kids! Many new
vendors plus all your old favorites!
For information, call 592-9420.

Powers Pet Porters
Loving, Customized Pet Care
Serving the Tri-Lakes area

•
•
•
•

Loving care for pets in your home
Home visits/overnight stays/dog walking
Special needs/meds
Services customized to your pet’s needs

Joan Powers (719) 641-6017
www.powerspetporters.com

Rita Shepherd-Fear
Stylist/Barber/Colorist
25+ yrs. experience.

(719) 221-1750

Highlights for Summer!

Make your appointment today!
325 Second St. Suite Y,
Downtown Monument

(719) 487-8660

The Strength Room now open in Trilakes Fitness!

Catering to strength and sports
conditioning, powerlifting, and
Olympic weight lifting.
Featuring five lifting platforms,
five power rack stations,
competition bench press,
dedicated deadlift station,
belted squat machine, and a
host of specialty accessories.

Open 24 hours a day. No contracts.
No long-term commitments.
Now expanded with more equipment.

www.Trilakes-Fitness.com

To schedule a tour and complimentary workout,
call our 24-hour cell phone: (719) 232-0685
1728 Lake Woodmoor Drive, Monument 80132
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Woodmoor Handyman
Remodels • Electrical • Plumbing
No job too small

Call for an estimate today!
(719) 640-5751 (office)
(719) 650-7252 (cell)
1-719-568-2957 (cell)

access to the open space tracts and will be maintained by
county. The southern tunnel will be filled in and closed
by the developer.
County staff sent out 323 notification letters in relation to the five requests associated with this development. They received 72 replies in favor overall and 34
letters of opposition. At the BOCC hearing, Kevin Deardorff, president of the GCA, and Ken Judd, a GCA board
member, spoke in favor of the application. Judd said that

negotiations with the developer had focused on minimizing the impact of the new development while maximizing the amount of open space. More than two-thirds of
the Gleneagle community had voted to incorporate the
new homes into the GCA and to take on the open space.
No one spoke in opposition.
Helen Walklett can be reached at
helenwalklett@ocn.me.

DWFPD (Cont. from page 1)
been surveyed individually.
Board President Greg Gent asked Ross to address
Rusnak’s questions. Ross stated that the citizens of the
district ultimately decide if and/or when the district becomes an all-volunteer fire district and what level of services can be provided by the district. He stated, “This
isn’t a make-or-break situation. The sub-district has already been set up; whether the voters choose to support
it this time with the mill levy or next time or the following time … there’s no all or nothing as far as that’s concerned. Should the district at some point become financially unviable, which I think is where you’re going.... At
that point Rusnak answered, “Correct.”
Ross continued, saying, “Actually, what you’re
saying is they’d [DWFPD] be a lower level of services,
they’d be all volunteers, which you don’t agree with,
you don’t agree with a volunteer department.” Rusnak
responded, “That’s the alternative that we talked about ...
it [DWFPD] would be financially unable to support the
services without being an all-volunteer [district].” Ross
reiterated, “So, the citizens will have to decide what level of services.” Rusnak added, “Correct. So, if the citizens vote it [the mill levy increase] down, then it’d be a
volunteer [district] effectively or no service at all.
Ross stated, “Yeah, I don’t know what your service
is going to be in the future if they vote it [the mill levy
proposal] down and I don’t know if voting it down once
means they’ll never support it. I mean, I’ve been in elections for districts that have gone 3 in a row before they
passed.” Rusnak responded, “I don’t know all the rules ...
for example, I thought a mill levy was every two years,
[that] you can’t do it every year.” Ross replied, “Well,
no, you can do it every year.” Rusnak repeated, “You
can’t do it every year.” Ross explained, “You can do it in
November of the off year so it’s either in November of
the general elections or November of the off year.”

In response to Rusnak’s question regarding the timing of the board’s mill levy vote and if it would be made
in executive session, Gent stated that the vote would
most likely be made in June and stated, “I don’t think
anything that has to do with voting on a mill levy should
go into executive session, so myself, I wouldn’t support
us going into executive session. Everything should be in
open session when it comes to that.”
Lt. Brian Ackerman, a volunteer firefighter, addressed a question about volunteer firefighters. Ackerman explained that DWFPD currently has 12 volunteers
to assist calls and provide backfill for the station during
calls. The district plans to recruit a new batch of volunteers in the next few weeks. Gent added that volunteers
use their training as a stepping stone to a paid position,
either at DWFPD or another fire department. Chief Vinny Burns confirmed that all paid DWFPD firefighters
were once volunteers.

1744 Lake Woodmoor Dr, Monument, 80132
Text Orders to Tel: 719 238 0725

New Summer Menu - including
great gluten free options!
Waffle Saturdays starting June 10th!

TRI-LAKES Y

17250 Jackson Creek Parkway
Monument, CO 80132
ppymca.org

Summer Passport– try drinks from
around the world for a chance to win a
$1oo Wesley’s Gift Card!
Pop in and ask a barista for details.

REGISTER TODAY FOR
2017 TRI-LAKES
SUMMER SWIM CAMPS

Ages:
6 — 12 years old

Sessions:

May 29—June 1, Sports
June 5—8, Outer Space
Day/Time:
June 12—15, Pirates
Monday — Thursday
11:30 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. June 19—22, Explorer
June 26—29, Star Spangled Banner
Cost:
July 10—13, Dinosaurs
$95 Members
July 17—20, Mad Scientist
$120 Non-Member
July 24—27, Superheroes
July 31—August 3, Ocean Life

Learn more by stopping
by the Tri-Lakes YMCA or
calling 719.481.8728!

The board invited Luke Jones, DWFPD firefighter, to
read a letter composed by the professional staff in response to questions raised at board meetings and steering
committee sessions. Highlights of the letter included:
• Being a firefighter is a personally fulfilling career
that provides camaraderie, a chance to help others,
and pride and satisfaction in serving the community. Despite the sacrifices of sleep deprivation and
missed family time over holidays, birthdays, and
after-school activities, DWFPD firefighters are insanely loyal, feel honored and privileged to serve
the community, and rise to the challenge to provide
the highest level of emergency services.
• The DWFPD chiefs foster an environment that
encourages personal and professional growth, offer insight from years of experience, and support
strong bonds among the firefighters.
• The suggestion to reduce the number of firefighters, reduce benefits, reduce pay, and ignore safety
standards potentially places lone firefighters in hazardous situations meant to be handled by multiple
firefighters. Downsizing endangers the professional
ranks unnecessarily and is unacceptable. Cost-saving measures may look good on paper, but in practice may be the difference between life and death.
• DWFPD firefighters have complete confidence in
the Board of Directors and chiefs to navigate this
season of adversity. The board and chiefs have been
transparent and actively involved the firefighters in
finding a solution.
• Because DWFPD provides a level of engagement
and interaction that is unparalleled in El Paso County, the firefighters are confident that the majority of
constituents understand that an investment in DWFPD pays dividends in potentially dire situations.
• The firefighters invite anyone who concludes that
laying off firefighters is the solution to the current
financial problem to stop by the station for a cup
of coffee and talk face-to-face about the challenges
confronting the district and the community, and
how DWFPD can serve the community better.

Regular board business

Plan
Services
 CAD Drawings (computer aided drafting) for
basement finish, decks, room additions, etc.
 Professional, engineered when appropriate
 Ready for HOA design review, permit application,
& construction
Call Mike Smith to arrange a complimentary
consultation & design meeting ~ 719.481.6214
woodsmithcustom@att.net

WOODSMITH
Financial assistance is available. No contracts.

Firefighters back board,
tax increase

Custom Creations

DWFPD Administrative Assistant Stacey Popovich presented the board with the draft of the 2016 fiscal audit.
The auditor will review the final report at the June board
meeting. Popovich said total cash held as of April 30 was
$1.458 million, an increase of $36,988 from March. She
explained that the cash increase is largely due to wildland
income. DWFPD received $36,217 for two deployments

The SpeedTrap Bistro
Fresh Ingredients ~ Local Produce
Creative Menus ~ Full Barista and Bar Service
Summer: 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Breakfast & Lunch
Thursday/Friday/Saturdays:
5:00 - 9:00 p.m. Dinner
8:00 - 11:00 p.m. Live Music

Come visit us at: 84 Highway 105 in Palmer Lake
719.488.2007

www.speedtrapbistro.com
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earlier in the year. After a brief review,
the board accepted the April financials
and meeting minutes.

Owners Association Clean-up Weekend,
and the Live Fire Training at the former
Gleneagle Golf Course clubhouse. The
Gands Development Co. generously donated the clubhouse for the firefighters to
hone readiness skills and test equipment.
The burn exercise allows firefighters to
gain experience in a structure built with
less mature lumber and rapidly deteriorating support systems, and filled with
present-day furnishings typically made
of synthetics and petroleum-based materials. The event was cancelled due to
weather. If the live burn is rescheduled,
information will be posted at http://
wescottfire.org/gleneagle-golf-club-livefire-update/.
Burns ended his report with a request to post the Pinnacle study and the
DWFPD Mill Levy Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs) documents on the district’s website. The board unanimously
approved the chief’s request.
Assistant Chief Scott Ridings said
April 2016 calls totaled 188 and April
2017 calls totaled 260, an increase of 38
percent. DWFPD responded to four fires,
three of which were mutual aid responses
with Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District (TLMFPD). The chief’s
Incident Type Report Summary listed
143 calls under Rescue and Emergency
Medical Service Incident (126 of which
were designated EMS calls, excluding
a vehicle accident with injury) and 105

Chiefs’ reports

Burns announced that Penrose-St. Francis
Hospital had honored DWFPD with an
appreciation plaque for helping the hospital rank among America’s 50 best hospitals. Burns thanked Capt. Sean Pearson
for going above and beyond in coordinating the DWFPD and North Group fire
trainings. Burns remarked that Pearson
adds many hours to his regular duties in
keeping the fire professionals of the district and surrounding agencies trained and
up-to-date. Burns recognized the generous gift of a treadmill donated by Volunteer Firefighter/EMT George Laugensen.
Burns thanked the staff, volunteers,
and vendors who participated in making
the May 13 Safety Fair a success. An estimated 350 people attended the fair, and
children from Antelope Trails Elementary
School were eligible to submit entries in
a safety message drawing contest. The
winners were: first grade, Charlie (last
name unknown); second grade, Abby
Lance; third grade, Alyson Fisher; and
fourth grade, Keira Armenta. The winning pictures are posted at https://www.
instagram.com/p/BUkKwTrgltB/.
Burns noted events scheduled for
May that included a Fire Mitigation Chipping Clean-up Day at the Pleasant View
Social Club, the Gleneagle North Home

Let us sell for YOU on the
WORLD’S LARGEST auction site!
A LITTLE
Professional photographs,

ABOUT US:

calls under Good Intent Call (102 of
which were dispatched and canceled en
route). One call was designated as a police matter and the remaining seven were
listed under False Alarm and False Call.
Ridings stated that the district anticipates
an increase in call volume of 10-15 percent in the summer months.
**********
The next Donald Wescott Fire Protection

District Board of Directors meeting is
scheduled for 7 p.m. on June 20 at Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. Please
call (719) 488-8680, a non-emergency
number, for more information, or visit
www.wescottfire.org. The district is also
on Facebook and Twitter.
Jennifer Kaylor can be reached at
jenniferkaylor@ocn.me.

Begin saving for their
educational future, today.
Unbiased, independent advice.

We offer
summer classes
for all ages in the mornings and evenings. We offer
& shipping!
descriptions
a family friendly atmosphere with multi-member discounts and many families
have already joined in on the fun!

You’d do anything to help your child succeed, but when it comes to saving for their college education

Our kids program ranges from 4 to 15 years old and teaches a combination
so you don’t have to!
of both Brazilian Jiu Jitsu and Taekwondo along with self-defense and bully-proof methods. For kids this is a great way to have fun while exercising, but
also to learn both how to protect themselves and the focus of a martial artist.

breaking the bank.

We do ALL the work

The Blue Sage Merchant

For adults we offer MMA, kickboxing, fighter fitness classes, self-defense
www.stores.ebay.com/thebluesagemerchant
seminars
and Brazilian Jiu Jitsu. These classes offer each individual the opportunity
to
get fit while
martialSt.,
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•
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13 Trial
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you undoubtedly have questions. A simple call to Lang Investment Services a great way to answer
those questions and to develop a realistic strategy to help fund your child’s college education without

Avoid the last minute ﬁnancial cram for college.
Call Matthew Lang at (719) 481-0887.

StrategicThe
Asset Management
• Tax Advantaged
InvestingArts
• Retirement Planning
Academy
of Martial
Insurance • Investment Guidance • Consulting

1435 Cipriani Loop, Monument, CO 80132

719-800-2551

236 North Washington St., Monument, CO 80132 • langinvestmentservices.com
Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser.
Fixed insurance products and services offered through CES Insurance Agency.

MonumentJiuJitsu.com

A LITTLE ABOUT US:

We offer summer classes for all ages in the mornings and evenings. We offer
a family friendly atmosphere with multi-member discounts and many families
have already joined in on the fun!
Our kids program ranges from 4 to 15 years old and teaches a combination
of both Brazilian Jiu Jitsu and Taekwondo along with self-defense and bully-proof methods. For kids this is a great way to have fun while exercising, but
also to learn both how to protect themselves and the focus of a martial artist.
For adults we offer MMA, kickboxing, fighter fitness classes, self-defense
seminars and Brazilian Jiu Jitsu. These classes offer each individual the opportunity to get fit while learning their selected martial art. Our goal is to help
each student thrive physically and mentally.

EVERY SATURDAY:

9:00am: Free Kids Trial Class • 11:00am: Free Adult Trial Class

The Academy of Martial Arts
1435 Cipriani Loop, Monument, CO 80132

719-800-2551
MonumentJiuJitsu.com
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TLMFPD (Cont. from page 1)
full-time staff to put the missing engine back in regular service by around Aug. 1, since by
then three new firefighter/EMTs
would be finished with training.
The district also hopes to have
hired four new paramedics by
then, said Deputy Chief Randy
Trost.
“Should daily environmental conditions change such that
there is a heightened risk to our
area on any given day, we will

return, for that day, to a normal
if not overstaffed, model,” Truty
said.
Secretary Mike Smaldino,
who is a firefighter for Colorado
Springs, made many comments
including:
• Since I have been on the
board, our daily staffing
has continued to reduce ...
but our expenditures have
not reduced.
• We are trying to fix some
things done in the past,
but it does not feel good,

18440 Chandler Place

Beautifully Updated Brick/Stucco 2 Story In Monument
Approx. 4800 Sq Ft * 4BR/4BA/2CAR in Pioneer Lookout on Spacious .34 Acre Corner
Lot w/Stunning Views * Sunny 624 Sq Ft Enclosed Patio w/FP not incl. in Sq Ft *
Gourmet Kitchen w/Granite, Tile Floor, New S/S Appl, Brkfst Bar & Nook, Built-in Desk *
Main Lvl Master Retreat w/5 Pc Bath & 2 Walk-in Closets * Upper Lvl w/Add'l Suite & 2
Lg BR's * Bridge Overlooks 2 Story Family Rm w/FP * Main Lvl Office * Super Central
Locale Between Monument & Palmer Lake w/Easy Access to I-25 * Close to Santa Fe
Trail/Monument Lake & More!! $468,000

3780 Sierra Vista Road

Custom One-of-a-Kind in Red Rock Ranch
3,464 Sq Ft / 3BR / 3BA / 2CAR * Built-in Subzero Refrigerator/Freezer in Light, Bright
Gourmet Kitchen w/Island, Tiled Counter Tops & Pecan Cabinetry * Floor to Ceiling
Rock Fireplace in Living Rm w/Wet Bar & Walk-out to Deck * Lg. Master Suite w/
Marble Jacuzzi & Oversized Shower * Central AC * Walkout Lower Lvl Could Have 4th
BR or Expand Family Rm w/12 x 18 Space Currently Used as Workshop * Oversized 2
Car Garage * Mature Landscaping w/Rock Gardens * Beautiful 360° Views on Almost
15293 Shadow Mountain Ranch Rd One Acre Lot * Fantastic Setting!! $425,000

!
ding
Pen

3250 Hamal Circle

!
ding
Pe n

Ti Mix, GRI
Broker Associate
719.290.1331
timixrealtor@aol.com

because we have one less
engine on the street (in
Woodmoor), the biggest
wildland-urban interface
(WUI) in our area.
• I don’t want to go down this
road again.… Other districts are having staff retention issues too, but not everyone is shutting down an
engine. Our first effective
firefighting force has been
reduced.
• I need you (Truty) to lead
us in the right direction. It
is not my role to come up
with something.
• I understand that the stress
of firefighters needs to be
reduced … but to have one,
two, three people leave and
we have to shut down an engine feels like we are way
far behind where we should
be.
Truty said, “This does not feel
good to us. We agonized over
this decision…. The mill levy
increase would help us be more
proactive instead of reactive.”

Mill levy information
meetings and citizens
task force update

Truty said about 65 people attended the two community information meetings held in May
and that so far 325 public opinion surveys had been turned in.
Both meetings included 90-minute explanations of exactly how
the hoped-for increased revenue
from a mill levy increase would
be allocated to five categories
of expenditures. See answers
to frequently asked questions
at http://tlmfire.org/mill-levy.
He was also scheduled to speak
at the Woodmoor Improvement
Association on May 25. See the
related WIA article on page 22.
Truty’s statements at the
May 17 community information
meeting included:
• District revenue comes
only from property taxes
(78 percent), special ownership taxes, and emergency
services billing. Neither the
state nor the county pitch
in.
• If the increase from 11.5 to

Above: Matthew Edmunds, left, AJ Armstrong, and Golden
Rains just graduated from the 14-week firefighter academy at
West Metro Denver and are now doing more training as new
hires within the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District. On
May 24, they were sworn in by Chief Chris Truty, and then they
presented the district with their class flag and a plaque with a
fire bell listing the graduates as well as the West Metro and
TLMFPD officers who taught the classes. Photo by Lisa Hatfield.

18.4 mills is approved by
voters, it would add about
$2.7 million a year to the
district’s $6 million budget.
This would help the district
continue with “catchup” on
firefighter/paramedic turnover, outdated technology,
vehicles, equipment, and
facilities, and maintenance
but not address new development growth the district.
• TLMFPD ambulance service is not a profitable business model and is just done
as a service to the community.
• Taxes go toward overall
“readiness,” but ambulance
fees are for when you use
the service.
Note: In three letters mailed out
to all registered district voters,
TLMFPD stated that the cost
(“tax impact”) of the proposed
60 percent mill levy increase
of 6.9 mills would be $40.92
per year ($3.41 per month) per
$100,000 of a home’s actual value. This is true only if you also
include the predicted drop in the
residential property tax assessment rate from the 7.96 percent
(collected in 2017) to a possible
7.2 percent (collected in 2018),
but that was not explained in
the letters. Because of questions

MON-FRI 9:30-5:30
SAT. 9-4
SUN. 10-4

HANGING BASKETS, PATIO POTS, GIFTS, AND MUCH MORE!

IT’S TIME TO PLANT!

ADD

SOME COLOR AND FLAVOR TO YOUR GARDEN
WITH OUR GORGEOUS FLOWERING
PERENNIALS AND SHRUBS...

MCCORD'S GARDEN CENTER
2720 MCSHANE DRIVE
MONUMENT, CO 80132

OUR GREAT SELECTION OF VEGGIE
STARTS

&

HERBS...AND...

OUR JAM-PACKED GREENHOUSE FULL OF

BEDDING PLANTS, HANGING BASKETS, AND

Vol. 17 No. 6

(Corner of Highway 105 and
McShane Dr.
Just West of the Fire Station.)

Above: Newly-promoted
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire
Protection District Battalion
Chief Kris Mola was sworn in
by Chief Chris Truty on May
24. Mola’s wife Marnel, along
with Emma and Jackson,
pinned on his new badge.
Photo by Lisa Hatfield.

from residents, TLMFPD has
now listed a series of calculation
examples at http://tlmfire.org/
mill-levy-calcs.
Truty explained that additional revenue generated by the
2017 increase in assessed home
values seen in the Tri-Lakes area
will be offset by this anticipated
drop in the residential tax assessment rate determined by
the state due to the Gallagher
Amendment.
The residential property tax
assessment rate will be determined by the state, and due to

Bright Meadow
Dog Grooming

Summer Puppy
Grooming Special!
Buy two grooms get
25% OFF each!

719-375-3573

GORGEOUS PATIO POTS!

WWW.MCCORDGARDENS.COM

Call for appointment

(719) 487-9147

715
Westward
Lane
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the 1982 Gallagher Amendment, which
froze the non-residential tax assessment
rate at 29 percent and said residential assessment rates have to be adjusted periodically to maintain a 55-45 proportion
between commercial and residential revenue. The state can lower that rate, but
another complication is that if the residential tax rate ever needed to increase
to maintain the required ratio, TABOR
would require that to be approved by voters statewide.
OCN has also calculated total taxes
paid to TLMFPD using a $300,000 home
value example with four sets of assumptions:
• If mill levy remained at 11.5 mills
and the tax assessment rate stayed
at 7.96 percent, $300,000 x .0796 x
.0115 = total $274.62 per year ($22.89
per month)
• If mill levy increased by 6.9 mills to
18.4 mills and tax assessment rates
stayed at 7.96 percent, $300,000 x
.0796 x .0184 = total $439.39 per
year ($36.61 per month)
• If mill levy remained at 11.5 mills
and tax assessment rates dropped
to 7.2 percent, $300,000 x .072
x .0115 = total $248.40 per year
($20.70 per month)
• If mill levy increased by 6.9 mills to
18.4 mills and tax assessment rates
dropped to 7.2 percent, $300,000
x .072 x .0184 = total $397.44 per
year ($33.12 per month)
Truty said June 13 would be the last
meeting of the citizens’ task force, and
at that point it would get the survey results and make its recommendation to
the board about whether or not to go
ahead with a mill levy increase ballot
Paid Advertisement

measure this fall. The board will then
make its decision at the June 28 or July
26 board meeting.

BOCC still considering
impact fees

Colorado HB 16-1088 authorized fire
protection districts to impose impact fees
on new development with the consent of
local governments. The town of Monument has already voted to allow TLMFPD to collect those fees. See www.ocn.
me/v16n9.htm#tlmfpd, www.ocn.me/
v17n4.htm#tlmfpd.
Truty said that on May 30, the Board
of County Commissioners (BOCC)
would consider a resolution generally
supporting the concept of fire districts
assessing impact fees in the unincorporated areas of the county. If that were approved, then on June 6, TLMFPD itself
would be put on the BOCC’s agenda and
have a chance to present the intergovern-

mental agreement (IGA) signed by the
TLMFPD Board of Directors and the results of the 2016 study by BBC Research
& Consulting showing the reasons the
district needs to assess such fees on new
development.

The directors voted unanimously to
accepted the IGA proposed by the BOCC
for fire district collection of impact fees.

Chief’s report

Other items reported by Truty, Trost, and
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Bumgarner:
• Trost gave the month’s run
report as the board had directed last month, but it was
done verbally and not included in the board packet,
so it was hard to follow or
summarize.
• Fleet vehicle maintenance
is being tracked using VIN

•
•

numbers now.
The May 6 Neighborhood
Wildfire Leadership Summit went well.
Staff is working with
Bethesda Gardens senior
care center to finalize expectations and procedures
for assistance on non-fire
calls.

•

•

Before construction begins,
staff is working with Jackson Creek Senior Living
on placement of hydrants,
sprinklers, and other firefighting infrastructure.
Plans for the TLMFPD administrative office location
was still in flux. The lease
at the current Gleneagle

Drive location, which is not
inside the district, will be
up presently.
• Truty owes the board a
statement of goals.
The meeting adjourned at 8:36
p.m.
**********
Meetings are usually held the
fourth Wednesday of each

Vol. 17 No. 6
month. The next meeting is
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. June 28
at TLMFPD Station 1, 18650
Highway 105. For information,
contact Jennifer Martin at 719484-0911. For upcoming agendas, see http://tlmfire.org/boardagendas-minutes.
Lisa Hatfield can be reached at
lisahatfield@ocn.me.

Monument Board of Trustees, May 1

Town attorney to leave Aug. 1; replacement appointed
By Lisa Hatfield
On May 1, the Monument Board
of Trustees (BOT) appointed a
new town attorney, wondered
what to do about their missing

trustee, heard a request from Village Center Metropolitan District to modify its service plan,
and approved a contract for
modifications to Well 9 to deal

You can afford
to advertise.
Take advantage of full-service strategic marketing
campaigns designed for small business budgets.
“They were great to work with, especially given our new business
owner mentality and small budget. He worked with us to get
everything we needed to get up and going while being mindful of
our financial limitations.”

with the radium issue. “Equality
of information” to all trustees,
and communication with the
Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility
(TLWWTF) Joint Use Committee (JUC) were concerns voiced
during several portions of the
meeting.
Trustee Shea Medlicott was
absent. Town Manager Chris
Lowe was excused, and Town
Treasurer Pamela Smith filled in
for him.

Town attorney will
resign as of Aug. 1

Town Attorney Gary Shupp tendered his resignation as of Aug.
1. Smith said the 90 days he
would still be here was a golden
opportunity for him to share his
18 years of experience in service
to the town.

Resolution appointing
a town attorney

— Julie Wolfe, Fresh Hands

Human Resources Director Robert Bishop presented a resolution
to appoint Alicia Corley as the
new town attorney. He said she
has been wanting to work with
the town for over a year in some
capacity, but that if the town de-

Strategic Marketing • Branding • Social Media • Print • Broadcast • Web Development
Call (719) 373-1887 to develop your custom marketing strategy
or visit bigopposablethumb.com to learn more.
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Electrical and Plumbing
Carpentry
New Home Building
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Air Duct Cleaning
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FREE Estimates
Licensed and Insured
Serving the Tri-Lakes
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(719) 330-7638

layed on its decision tonight, she
might accept another offer.
Trustees Greg Coopman
and Dennis Murphy brought
up more concerns about lack
of communication with all the
trustees on the hiring process.
Coopman said he had not received any emails about any of
this. “I was never clued in we
would be seeking a replacement,
or actively pursuing one candidate and not posting the position, until the board packet came
out.…Where was the communication with the full board?”
Murphy said, “I am a little
concerned about the cavalier
attitude about equality of information…. When (only certain)
individuals get critical information, but it does not get out to
the whole board.” He said he
had attended the pertinent executive session but had not gotten all his questions answered
about the timeline, strategy, duties, responsibilities, and salary.
Trustee Jeff Bornstein agreed
that communication could have
been better.
Trustee Kelly Elliott said
she got to know Corley when
she interviewed for the town
clerk position this winter and
was so overqualified, having
extensive experience with municipalities and public works
cases. “We are fortunate that the
right candidate fell right into our
laps,” and it was not necessary
to post the position.
Kaiser said Corley was extremely qualified and that the executive session on this included
an excellent discussion. “I think
that has been equality of information because we did have an
executive session.” Mayor ProTem Don Wilson asked Coopman to recuse himself from the
vote, since he had missed that
executive session, but Coopman
refused.
The trustees voted 5-1 in
favor of appointing Alicia Corley as town attorney. Coopman
voted no.

Questions about
missing trustee

August 18 Tri-Lakes YMCA Back to School Movie Night
at the YMCA Field
7:00 pm Activities
Movie at dark

Thank you to our sponsors

Wilson asked if there were a
process or policy for board positions being abandoned. “When
Land and Residential
people vote, they expect to be
Thinking of buying or selling?
represented. Our Town Clerk
Call me today!
Laura Hogan has not heard anything from (Trustee Shea) Medlicott. The public has a right to
know that.”
Shupp said the standard rule
is three unexcused absences, and
then the board may take action.
Tina Peterson, ABR, CRS, GRI, SFR
Serving El Paso, Teller, and Douglas Counties He recommended that someone
contact the missing trustee to ask
Direct: 719-460-7614
him if he intended to step down
Tina@TinaPeterson.com
www.TinaPeterson.com
and if so, if he would submit a

resignation letter. Bornstein said
he would contact him to find out
more.

Village Center asks for
modification to service
agreement

Forrest Hindley of the Village
Center Metropolitan District
Board spoke during public comments. “We members of Village
Center Metro District board
have begged, cajoled, and pleaded with the trustees for help,
but we can’t even be put on the
agenda! To quote your 2004 Service Agreement, ‘should material modification occur (such as
such as a decrease in the financial ability of the district to discharge the existing or proposed
indebtedness) as described in
C.R.S. 32-1-207(2), the district
shall apply for approval of such
modifications to the town of
Monument.’ Town trustees, we
are hereby applying for modifications, as specified in the Colorado State Code.”
He said due to the service
agreement, none of Village
Center’s projected revenue was
going for road and park maintenance, snow plowing, electric
lights, and flood control. Instead, all the revenue was going
to the bond repayment. Also, in
2014, the Monument trustees
further exacerbated the problem
by approving a zoning change
for the commercial portion of
the district to be residential instead, which sliced district revenue in half and increased the
number of roads and parks the
district was required to maintain, he said. See www.ocn.me/
v14n12.htm#mbot1103, www.
ocn.me/v16n12.htm#mbot1107,
www.ocn.me/v17n2.htm#mbot.

Contract awarded
for Well 9 treatment
modifications

Public Works Director Tom
Tharnish presented a resolution
awarding a $71,102 contract to
Velocity Plant Services for the
Well 9 treatment modifications
that will allow sufficient dilution
to occur to satisfy the Colorado
Department of Public Health
and Environment (CDPHE) on
the radium issue. That needed
to be solved before that highproducing well could be used for
water production again. He said
the state preferred the treatment
of blending the Well 3/9 water
with water from another well
with significantly less radium to
dilute the radium, instead of other types of treatments that would
have byproducts to dispose of.
Since early 2016 when it
received the notice of violation
for exceeding the Radium MCL
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Above: Forrest Hindley, of the Village Center
Metropolitan District board, addressed the Monument
Board of Trustees during public comments on May
1, saying the district wanted to apply for approval of
modifications in the 2004 Service Agreement, since
the town’s rezoning of 330,000 square feet of the
district’s planned commercial space to residential
areas in November 2014 and the allocation of all
the debt service to the bondholders has left Village
Center with absolutely no money to maintain its
streets and parks. Hindley said, “We members of
Village Center Metro District board have begged,
cajoled and pleaded with the trustees for help, but
we can’t even be put on the agenda!” Photo by Lisa
Hatfield.

(Maximum Contaminant Level) at the discharge point of
the Well 3/9 Water Treatment Plant, the town has considered several treatment options including dilution, an
ion exchange system, HMO System (Hydrolyzed Manganese Oxidation), and adsorptive resin. See www.ocn.
me/v16n11.htm#mbot1017.
Murphy asked, “When did we talk about our radium approach with the TLWWTF? Have we talked with
them?” Tharnish said he talked with TLWWTF “in minor detail quite a while ago when we first started have
the (radium) issue.” He said since Well 3/9 has been shut
down, the impact to wastewater has been minimal.
Note: TLWWTF’s Joint Use Committee (JUC) has been

asking questions at its public meetings since October
about the town’s proposed plans for both radium treatment and a possible potable water reuse plant, which
could involve a new CDPHE-regulated discharge point
that could have huge repercussions for all entities involved. The JUC’s position was that they should have
been consulted so they could help inform the decisions
the town was making. Read each TLWWTF article starting with November 2016 issue at www.ocn.me.
Murphy brought up the concerns noted in the OCN
article included in this meeting’s board packet, specifically the JUC’s allegations that the town was not being
responsive to their questions. He was concerned that so
much time had gone by without Tharnish notifying the
trustees and that they heard about the communications
issues in the newspaper.
Tharnish said he had communicated with the JUC
about nine months ago, but that at that point the town had
not decided which technology to treat the radium issue in
the drinking water. He said, “We can definitely give them
a call and tell them that’s what the decision is, but I get a
feeling that they are aware of that portion of it.”

Equality of information questioned again

Coopman had requested an agenda item, “Discussion of
OCN article, “Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use
Committee (JUC), March 14: Still Working Toward Relationship with Town of Monument” (published on April
1). See www.ocn.me/v17n4.htm#tlwfjuc.
He said his observation was not about the content of

Exquisite House Cleaning
20 Years’ Experience
References on Request
Insured
Call Cristi at (719) 639-3549

the article. Instead, he asked, “Do we communicate with
the JUC? It seems like another pool of experts wanting
to participate?”
Tharnish said, “There would be a benefit, but at this
time we have no new information we could give the JUC
about our (water) reuse plans.” He said he would make
a formal presentation to the BOT before presenting anything to the JUC, but that was months away.
Coopman then asked Tharnish, “Were you are aware
of these concerns (of the wastewater treatment plant)? I
had no idea until I read Ms. Hatfield’s April 1 article. But
I have a letter from the JUC to the trustees dated March
20, that the town answered on April 4, that I did not receive until May 1.…This might have been a whole different dialogue response if that information was shared
with all the trustees. Transparency, equality of information, it’s all I’m getting at.”

Getting on the Road to
Financial Peace of Mind
Aspen Wealth Planners
Fee-Only Comprehensive
Financial Planning
Investments, Insurance,
Tax Planning & Preparation,
Retirement Planning, Budgeting,
College Funding, and Goal Setting
www.aspenwealthllc.com

Ross Schmidt
19390 Greenwood Dr.
Monument CO 80132

(719) 375 8101

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN MONUMENT

WE HAVECFIREWOOD
FOR SALE!!
ONCRETE WORK
Many types of firewood available: Ponderosa pine,
WE
HAVE
FOR
SALE!!
pine, Pinon pine and
Juniper
AllLodgepole
typesFIREWOOD
of concrete
work

Many types
of firewood
available:
Ponderosa
Cottonwood
and Aspen
coming
soon! pine,
Lodgepole pine, Pinon pine and Juniper
We deliver it to you -- dependable and courteous service
Cottonwood and Aspen coming soon!

25 Years Experience • Insured

www.sharpestcut.com
PLEASE
CALL FOR RATES... (719) 491-4811

We deliver it to you -- dependable and courteous service

(719) 491-4811
PLEASE
CALL FOR
RATES...
Sharpest
Cut
719-491-4811

Overrun with Books?
Furniture-quality Book Cases

No Particle Board!

Call Mike Smith to select from our menu
of woods, finishes, and styles ~ 719.481.6214
woodsmithcustom@att.net

WOODSMITH
Custom Creations

Thursday, June 15
The third Thursday of each month, May through September, the galleries, restaurants and boutiques
of historic downtown Monument stay open until 8 pm for a celebration featuring art openings,
book signings, great food, live music, and other adult-oriented special events.

1. Little Sprouts Learning
Center
77 Third Street
719.434.7374
2. Purple Mountain Jewelry
47 Third, Unit C
719.487.0444
3. Monument Design Studio
& Boutique
251 Front Street, Suite 3
719.344.8598
4. Lillians
251 Front Street, Suite 4
719.488.3550

5. The Posh Pineapple
251 Front Street, Suite 9
719.487.2866
6. A Second Time Around
251 Front Street, Suite 12
719.354.4384
7. The Love Shop
251 Front Street, Suite 13
719.598.3348
8. La Casa Fiesta
Mexican Restaurant
230 Front Street
719.481.1234

9. The Bistro on 2nd
65 Second Street
719.481.8822
10. Bliss Studio and
Gallery
243 1/2 Washington Street
719.244.8992
11. Covered Treasures
Bookstore
Corner of Second and
Washington
719.481.2665

12. Santa Fe Trail Jewelry
106 Second Street
719.481.0250
13. Bella Casa
155 Second Street
719.559.4133
14. ACT II
245 North Jefferson Street
719.487.3268
15. The Village Merchants
155 North Jefferson Street
719.375.5438

Proud Sponsors of the Arts
M arketing & Design

F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N , P L E A S E V I S I T M O N U M E N T A R T H O P. O R G

MONUMENT
COMPUTERS
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Note: Both the letter from Monument
Sanitation District on behalf of the JUC

and the response from Lowe were distributed at the April 11 JUC meeting and

discussed in the TLWWTF JUC article in
www.ocn.me/v17n5.htm#tlwtfjuc.
Tharnish said the March 20 letter
was an invitation for himself and Lowe
to go to the Monument Sanitation District
(MSD) meeting, “and you saw Chris’ response, that we are not ready to discuss
detailed information at this time.”

Triview will be billed for
road plowing done by town

The trustees and staff had a very animated
discussion about Triview Metropolitan
District’s “lack of responsiveness,” as Elliott called it, to the town’s emergency requests for more snowplowing in Triview
during the April 30 storm. Public Works
Director Tharnish said that the town had
finally sent out its own plows to help deal
with icy roads in Triview, which is supposed to do its own plowing.
Police Chief Jake Shirk said he had
also sent a letter to Triview District Manager Valerie Remington telling her that
the lack of plowing was a “serious, serious safety issue that cannot continue or
there will be repercussions!”
Bornstein said, “We did not see head
nor tail of them in our part of the town
(that night). Should the town get paid for
doing their job for them?” Mayor Jeff
Kaiser said the town could send Triview a bill, and Shupp said that was true,
but, “whether they will pay it is another
thing.” Smith said Tharnish’s tracking in-

dicated Triview should receive a bill for
$246 for personnel, equipment, and material.

Department reports included in
the board packet again

The town manager’s report will now be
included in the trustees’ packet (which
is also available to the public) instead of
sending it to just the trustees in the Friday
night highlights. It will include reports
from department heads. The May 1 reports included:
• 25 car break-ins have occurred over
the last few weeks.
• Cemetery improvements continue.
• New stop signs and cross walk at
Mitchell Avenue and Second Street.
• Section of Fourth Street removed.
• Preparing to install dock at Monument Lake.
• Well 3 and 9 radium removal project
is proceeding.
• In various phases of development
approval process: Jackson Creek
Senior Living, Jackson Creek Townhomes, Kentucky Fried Chicken, Pilot Travel Center, Sanctuary Pointe
Phase 2.
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
**********
Lisa Hatfield can be reached at
lisahatfield@ocn.me

Monument Board of Trustees, May 15

Attorney recognized;
four applicants for Planning
Commission interviewed

Apparel and accessories for
figure skaters of all ages and levels.

By Lisa Hatfield
On May 15, the Monument Board of
Trustees (BOT) met four applicants for
the Planning Commission, approved a
contract that would put Well 4/5 back in
service again, and discussed a proposal to
move the Public Works facility.
Mayor Pro-Tem Don Wilson and
Trustees Kelly Elliott and Shea Medlicott
were absent.

Attorney Gary Shupp recognized

Town Manager Chris Lowe recognized
Gary Shupp, who has been the town attorney for the last 18 years, “and has forgotten more law that I ever learned in law
school.” Lowe thanked him for his many
years of public service and hoped that
Shupp would remain part of the town as
the prosecutor for municipal court after
he leaves the town attorney position in
August.

Above: On May 15, Town Manager
Chris Lowe, left, recognized Town
Attorney Gary Shupp for his many
years of public service and his “steady
and sage advice.” Mayor Jeff Kaiser
said he was a man of honor and
integrity and had given great advice to
the town in the 18 years he has been
here. This month, Shupp tendered
his resignation as of Aug. 1. Photo by
Lisa Hatfield.

Four Planning Commission
applicants interviewed

13792 Gleneagle Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80921

(719) 337 1513
www.magicskate.com

https://www.facebook.com/MagicskateUSA/

https://instagram.com/magicskateus/

Principal Planner Larry Manning presented the BOT with four applicants for one
regular and two alternate positions on the
Monument Planning Commission. Two
of the candidates mentioned that they had
applied for vacant positions in November.
The applicants’ comments included:
• Melanie Strop – The municipalities
and zoning around here drives me
nuts. There is no cohesion between
municipalities. I want effective,
smart growth.
• Kevin Geisberg – I understand bureaucracy and can contribute perspective. We need managed growth
for business and infrastructure plus
managed expansion of communities.
• Ken Kimple – We have to meet
peoples’ needs and desires for smalltown atmosphere and meet needs of
small businesses so they can hire
from within the community.

•

Danny Ours – The only preconceived idea I have is to be alert to
the balance between businesses’ and
cities’ need for revenue and decent
enjoyment of homeowners and their
property values.
The trustees were impressed with all
four candidates and were aware of how
hard it is to find volunteers, so they did
not want to eliminate any of them. After
consulting with Shupp, Lowe, and Manning, the trustees opted to replace one of
the current commissioners with so many
years of experience and dedicated service to the community and to direct staff
to research how to amend the bylaws for
the Planning Commission to add a third
alternate so that any other current commissioner now felt free to move on, since
other people had now stepped forward
to serve the community. Kaiser said, “I
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Well 4/5 treatment plant
upgrades approved

Tharnish presented a resolution
to approve a $40,000 contract
to EPS Wastewater for Well 4/5
treatment plant upgrades. Plate
settlers are used to hydraulically
remove heavier metals (such as
iron and manganese) from a water system and increase the efficiency of the treatment process,
he said. Jason Broome, PE, and
Claire Koch, EI, of Forsgren
Associates Inc. had prepared the
technical memorandum considered by the trustees. Will Koger
of Forsgren Associates said he
hoped to have Wells 4/5 back
in water production by the fall.
The trustees approved the resolution unanimously.

New Public Works
building discussed

Lowe and Tharnish explained
the current dismal situation and
limitations of the Public Works
facility at 506 N. Jefferson St.
and why the town needs to build
a new facility on the seven acres
of land it purchased last fall at
the southeast intersection of
Mitchell and Synthes Avenues
for a combined public works
and water reuse plant. See
www.ocn.me/v17n1.htm#mbot
section on potable water reuse
plant.
All the trustees agreed that
Public Works was in need of an
upgraded facility, but Coopman
and Murphy wondered if other
items should take higher priority on the list. Other items discussed included the emergency
water interconnection (more
information will be presented at
the June 5 meeting, Lowe said),
and a connection to a renewable
water source for the town.
Koger and Lowe said the
potential water reuse plant, proposed to be built on the same

land, could take three to five
years to get online. This would
include sampling for at least a
year, then testing. Lowe said,
“The technology we recommend
to you has to be right. We cannot get that one wrong. We will
move slowly and deliberately in
the right direction. We have a

good concept, and a good partner in Woodmoor (Water and
Sanitation District) (WWSD),
but we need a quality recommendation to give you.”
The consensus was to talk
about the Public Works building
more at a future meeting.

Amendment to master
lease approved

The trustees unanimously approved Town Treasurer Pamela
Smith’s resolution for a supplement to the Wells Fargo master
lease of the approved and budgeted 2017 capital projects. She

said this was to secure financing
at the least expense possible.

Department reports

The town manager’s report for
May 15 included:
• Police: We have had close
to 40 unlocked vehicles
entered during the early

Love where you live.

TM

would be happy seating at least
two of these new candidates on
a full-time position, because we
have new blood, new ideas here,
but I also appreciate all the years
of meritorious service.”
Current Monument planning commissioners are:
Kathy Spence: vice chair
(18yrs), first appointed
2001, latest appointment
expired December 2015
Ed Delaney: chair (14yrs), first
appointed 2003, latest appointment expired December 2015
David Gwisdalla: (10yrs), first
appointed 2007, latest appointment expired December 2015
Jim Fitzpatrick: (7yrs), first
appointed 2010, latest appointment expired December 2015
John Dick: (7yrs), first appointed 2010, latest appointment expired December 2016
Michelle Glover: (2yrs), first
appointed 2015, latest appointment expired December 2016
Lowe also suggested they establish term limits for the commissioners, as Bornstein had
asked about at the last two BOT
meetings. Final decisions and
changes will be made at a future
meeting.

Trish Flake

Sells the Tri-lakes!
719.481.4810
www.trishflake.com

Historic Downtown Monument

335 Jefferson Street
Gorgeous 3/4 AC lot on parade route! Built in
1889: some original…some new…all
awesome! Granite in kitchen! Wall of windows
in the sunroom! Lots of knotty pine! Gas FP!
Sunny office space! Huge 2+ car garage +
shed! Large private deck! Offered at $499,000

Tri-lakes Multi-Family Opportunity

7 Townhome Units Adjacent to Nat’l. Forest
Plus 1.55 Acre Parcel Approved for 8 More Units!
100% Occupied…Each Unit has Separate Deed!
Six 2Bed/2Bath Units, One 3Bed/2Bath Unit!
All with 2 Car Garages & INCREDIBLE Views!
Hold a few, build a few, flip a few!
Offered at: $1,390,000
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morning hours. Guns, computers
and various other items have been
stolen. We are working with both El
Paso Sheriff and Colorado Springs
Police, as they have been hit also.
We have also done a number of public announcements to “lock your car
door.”
Planning Department: We have a
submittal for a Pilot Travel Center at
Baptist Road and I-25.
The plat and the site plan for the
Jackson Creek Senior Living facility
will be recorded in anticipation of
the Land Use Permit/Building Permit to follow.

•

•
•
•
•
•

Water Department: Pre-construction
meeting for Well 9 Water Treatment
Plant treatment modification project
for radium.
Upgrade of chemical feed to Well 8
in progress.
Received the proposals for on-call
engineering. Thirteen companies
are now under review.
Met with WWSD and Tetra Tech regarding water reuse plant.
Public Works: New equipment installed in skate park.
Human resources: Attorney Alicia
Corley will begin work on June 5.

Kids’ ideas on how to
improve Monument

Lowe shared artwork from students at
Prairie Winds Elementary School showing some of their ideas, which included:
• Add water features to the parks.
• Take care of homeless people, pets,
and the elderly.
• Provide a petting zoo that elderly
people could visit.
• Make a zipline!
“This is a town with a lot of talent and a
lot of intelligence,” Lowe said.
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
**********

Vol. 17 No. 6
The Monument Board of Trustees usually meets at 6:30 p.m. on the first and
third Mondays of each month at Monument Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road.
The next meeting is scheduled for June 5.
Call 884-8014 or see www.townofmonument.org for information about live video
streaming. To see upcoming agendas and
complete board packets for the Monument Board of Trustees or to download
audio recordings of past meetings, see
http://monumenttownco.minutesondemand.com and click on Board of Trustees.
Lisa Hatfield can be contacted at
lisahatfield@ocn.me.

Palmer Lake Town Council, May 11

Council debates bridge design
By James Howald
In May the Palmer Lake Town Council
met once, on May 11. Most of the meeting was devoted to a presentation from
architect Bill Fisher, who designed the
bridge that will span the railroad tracks
and connect the Palmer Lake Recreation
Area to the town of Palmer Lake. The
council also approved a special event permit.

Bridge design sparks debate

Fisher gave the council some background
on his bridge design, which will make
use of shipping containers modified to
suggest boxcars. The design has generated controversy over the last two months
as some council members questioned the
design’s esthetics and practicality. Also,
some council members felt there was
insufficient communication between the

Awake the Lake group, which is managing the bridge planning and construction,
and the council.
Fisher pointed out that cost was an
important factor in using storage containers for his design. According to Fisher,
there was an $87,000 gap in funding,
which Awake the Lake has been working to fill. Some extra costs derived from
requirements demanded by the railroad,
Fisher said.
In his final analysis, Fisher believes
the use of storage containers in the design saved about $48,900.
Council members raised a number of objections to the design. Trustee
Paul Banta said he did not think storage
containers would look good, and argued
many members of the community agreed
with him. Trustee Bob Mutu felt graffiti
and snow might be problems.
Trustee Glant Havenar, on the other
hand, found the design attractive.
The discussion concluded with Fisher pointing out that the design has already
been submitted to the railroad—some

changes were made to accommodate
railroad requirements—and with Trustee
Richard Kuehster asking for more frequent communication from the Awake the
Lake group.

Special event permit approved

The council voted unanimously to approve a special event permit to the TriLakes Lions Club for a fishing derby to be
held at Palmer Lake Recreation Area on
June 3. The fishing derby, which is free
to all children in the community, has been
an annual event, and 300 children participated in 2016.
The Tri-Lakes Lions Club made a
$2,500 donation to the town to show its
appreciation for the town’s support.
**********
The two meetings for June will be at
6:30 p.m. on June 8 and June 22 at Town
Hall, 42 Valley Crescent. Meetings are
normally held on the second and fourth
Thursdays of the month. Information:
481-2953.
James Howald can be reached at
jameshowald@ocn.me.

Forest Lakes Metropolitan District and Pinon Pines Metro
Districts 1, 2, and 3, May 1

Forest Lakes Citizens Advisory
Committee forming;
change in management
practices requested

Professional Deck Repair & Upgrades
We repair and improve all aspects of
decks. Since 1999. Free Estimates.
BORDERS DECKS

Call today! (719) 578-8900
bordersdeck@hotmail.com

By Lisa Hatfield
Board members of the Forest Lakes Metropolitan District (FLMD) and Pinon
Pines Metropolitan Districts 1, 2, and 3
(PPMD 1, 2, and 3) met jointly May 1 to
discuss the requirement to try to form a
Citizens Advisory Committee, and District Counsel Russell Dykstra specified
necessary changes in district management practices to achieve proper Title
32 procedures regarding approval of unbudgeted expenses. Board members also
raised the public infrastructure fee (PIF)
for the PPMD 3 commercial area to 2.5
percent and made more plans to use water from Bristlecone Lake for irrigation
of district parks. The May 1 joint meeting was the first since December.
FLMD, west of I-25 at the end of
West Baptist Road, is a Title 32 service
district in El Paso County established in
1985. FLMD is the half-acre operating
district responsible for the public infrastructure and utility and general governmental services for the residents of
PPMD 1, 2, and 3, which actually collect
the property taxes. PPMD 1 and 2 are not
part of the town of Monument, but the

commercial section PPMD 3 is within
the town limits. FLMD holds joint board
meetings with PPMD 1, 2 and 3, which
were established in 2004.
Note: FLMD has no relationship with the
separate Forest View Acres Water District
in the foothills west of Monument.
Board members for all four boards
are President George Lenz, executive vice
president of finance of Classic Homes;
Secretary James Boulton, vice president/
project manager of Classic Homes; Assistant Secretary and Treasurer Doug Stimple, CEO of Classic Homes; and Assistant Secretary Joe Loidolt, president
of Classic Homes. One board member
vacancy exists now.
Ann Nichols is the manager for all
four districts. District Counsel Dykstra
and Tom Blunk of CP Real Estate Capital,
representing Forest Lakes LLC and Forest Lakes Residential Development, also
attended the May 1 meeting. For more
background on the history of FLMD,
see www.ocn.me/v17n1.htm#flmd, www.
ocn.me/v3n7.htm#epcpc, www.ocn.me/
v3n8.htm#bocc,
www.ocn.me/v4n12.
htm#triview.
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Forest Lakes
Metropolitan District
seeks Pinon Pines Metro
District residents for
Citizens Advisory Council

In 2003, when the El Paso
County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) approved
the restructuring of Forest Lakes
Metropolitan District into an
operating district (FLMD) and
three taxing districts (PPMD 1,
2 and 3), the BOCC provided
for the creation of a Citizens
Advisory Council for residents
within the FLMD service area.
The creation of the Advisory
Council is to occur when there
are at least 50 dwelling units
constructed within the Pinon
Pines areas. Nichols said FLMD
is now approaching that 50-unit
threshold and will be trying to
determine if there are five Pinon Pines residents who would
be interested in serving on this
Advisory Council. FLMD will
support the Advisory Council
in arranging for council meetings at times and locations convenient to the council members
and other Pinon Pines residents.
The council will serve as a forum for Pinon Pines residents to
learn about district issues and to
advise FLMD on resident issues.
Note: If you are a FLMD property owner who would be interested on serving on this Advisory Council, please contact
your homeowners’ association
administrator, Steve Emery of
Hammersmith Management, at
719-389-0700. (https://forestlakesmetrodistrict.com/blog/)

Refinement of
management procedures
requested

Nichols mentioned that FLMD
had been making expenditures
over the last few months, and
there would be additional expenditures to complete the surface
water treatment plant for drinking water and the parks irrigation project. Dykstra questioned
the fact that Nichols was already
approving expenditures and
agreements for work for FLMD
projects before the board had approved them. “Now that we are
more into operational mode, we
cannot be approving things after
the fact,” he said.
Nichols and Stimple disagreed with Dykstra on this
point. Stimple said, “We are an
operating district. We ratify expenditures (that Nichols has already made) all the time.”
Background: Special districts
such as FLMD, organized pursuant to Title 32, are quasi-municipal corporations and political subdivisions of the state of
Colorado organized for specific
functions. As such, their activities are subject to strict statutory
guidelines. For more information, see www.colorado.gov/
pacific/dola/special-districts-0.
To read the 470-page Colorado Revised Statutes Title 32
on the Special District Act, go
to
https://leg.colorado.gov/
sites/default/files/images/olls/
crs2016-title-32.pdf.
Nichols’ comments included:
• To actually operate effec-

tively, you can’t have everything wait until you can
take it to the board.
• The way I am used to operating is you set parameters
around what the district
manager is authorized to
do so that you can make expenditures every day.
• The administrative resolution says that everything is
approved after the fact.
• Unbudgeted items come up
all the time, like a backup
pump for the lift station or
automating the water treatment plant. The plant work
could cost $42,000.
Dykstra said that the administrative resolution was just on an
annual basis for board functions
and was meant as a catch-all,
not a standard operating procedure. His comments to Nichols
included:
• Yes, you can take everything to the board! That’s
the way you are legally supposed to do it.
• When you are expending
funds and contracting with
people, those are board
functions that statutorily
must be approved in advance, because otherwise
you are personally responsible for those. Or else the
district manager can be
authorized by the board to
spend up to a certain dollar
amount.
• You might want to read
Title 32, because (without
board approval), you would
be personally responsible....
That’s what I am worried
about.
• I am nervous that these are
unbudgeted expenses. Next
year in the budget you’ll
have a much better feel for
what expenses should be.
• I am just hearing a lot of
work being done where
those contracts should be on
the agenda for approval by
the board.… George (Lenz)
is signing the checks, but he
is not the board.
After more discussion, the board
unanimously approved a motion
authorizing the district manager
to have general administrative
authority to enter into contracts
and spend funds up to $50,000
subject to subsequent board ratification. This could include both
budgeted and unbudgeted items,
Nichols and Stimple said.
Nichols summed up by saying she thought the way it was
working with the operating budget was OK but that she would
be a little more diligent on the
capital side.

Add-on public
infrastructure fee
set for PPMD 3

The board discussed an agenda
item titled, “Agreement to Assignment of PIF Revenues and
Acceptance of Assignment of
lGA (intergovernmental agreement) Dated January 9, 1989
with the Town of Monument.”
This concerned only the PPMD
3 commercial property, which is
inside the town of Monument,
southwest of the intersection
of I-25 and West Baptist Road.
PPMD 3 would issue bonds to

reimburse the cost of its share of
the public infrastructure, which
FLMD would end up owning.
The board unanimously approved adding an extra 1.5 percent to the existing 1.0 percent
PIF. The existing 2005 1.0 percent PIF covenant was dissolved
and replaced by this new 2.5
percent PIF covenant. This “before sales tax” 2.5 percent addon PIF would be applied to every retail transaction in PPMD
3, excluding diesel gasoline.
This would be in addition to the
3 percent sales tax that the Town
of Monument already adds to
retail transactions, Nichols said.
The board also approved
PPMD 3 to act as the collection
agent, subject to future agreements to be negotiated when
PPMD 3 issues infrastructure
construction bonds. Blunk anticipated the first commercial real
estate deal in PPMD 3 could be
completed this summer.
The board also discussed
ways of calculating development fees for commercial property that could be borne by the
market, but it did not make any
decisions. Both PIFs and development fees have to be disclosed
to potential buyers before they
close on a piece of property.

Lake water for irrigation

Boulton and Stimple explained
that the trenching for a pipeline from Bristlecone Lake to
the new surface water treatment
plant would now have a second
pipe added to take lake water
into the separate irrigation system for some of the parks and
common areas. By making the
decision to put both pipes in
the same trench, instead of doing a separate trench next year
for the irrigation line, the district
would save money. However,
this idea just came up so it was
not included in the 2017 budget, Stimple said. JDS-Hydro
engineering consultants and All
American Landscaping are both
working on this project.
The irrigation water would
be directly pumped from the
lake and not be treated to drinking water standards, so it would
be cheaper and put less stress
on the treatment capacity
of the district than watering
turf grass with potable water. Also, using renewable
lake water instead of well
water from aquifers for irrigation makes more sense
in the long run, Loidolt
said. The district has water
rights and is allowed to use
Bristlecone Lake water this
way as long as it is retained
on-site, Stimple said.
The board unanimously approved a motion to
approve watering certain
public facilities owned by
FLMD directly from lake,
subject to unanimous board
approval of the subsequent
specific cost recommendations from Nichols when
those are made and circulated electronically to all of
the board members. If any
board member disagrees
then, the FLMD board
would hold a special meeting to discuss the situation,

Dykstra said.

Financial reports not
presented yet

Nichols said that the district accountant still owes the district
its financial statements for February and March, so the board
did not discuss or approve any
monthly financial statements.
Nichols said the 2016 audits
are in process by Hoelting & Co.
The meeting adjourned at
10:58 a.m.
**********
The next joint meeting of FLMD
and PPMD 1, 2, and 3 is sched-

uled for 10 a.m. Monday, June
5, in the Classic Homes office
at 6385 Corporate Drive, Suite
200, Colorado Springs. Meetings are usually held the first
Monday of each month. Meeting
notices are posted on the district
website http://forestlakesmetrodistrict.com and at 3625 Mesa
Top Drive, Monument, which
is an open space tract owned
by all four districts. For general
questions, contact Ann Nichols
at 719-327-5810 or at anicholsduffy@aol.com.
Lisa Hatfield can be contacted
at lisahatfield@ocn.me.

Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility
Joint Use Committee, May 9

2016 audit report
delayed

By Lisa Hatfield
On May 9, the Joint Use Committee (JUC) of the Tri-Lakes
Wastewater Treatment Facility
(TLWWTF) had anticipated a
report on its 2016 audit, but that
did not occur.
TLWWTF operates as a separate joint venture public utility
and is owned in equal one-third
shares by Monument Sanitation
District (MSD), Palmer Lake
Sanitation District (PLSD), and
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation
District (WWSD).
The three-member JUC acts
as the board of the facility and
consists of one director from
each of the three owner districts’
boards: WWSD board Director at Large Rich Strom, president, who was acting secretary/
treasurer for this meeting; MSD
board Chairman Ed Delaney,
vice president; and PLSD board
Chairman Mark Bruce, who said
he was looking for a PLSD representative to serve as the JUC
secretary/treasurer to replace
Ken Smith. Other board and
staff members of the three owner districts also attended, including MSD District Manager Mike
Wicklund, PLSD District Manager Becky Orcutt, and WWSD
District Manager Jessie Shaffer

and Assistant District Manager
Randy Gillette. Terri Madison
and John Howe were also present.

2016 audit report
delayed

John Cutler of John Cutler and
Associates did not attend the
meeting via conference call as
had been previously arranged
with him and Burks, so he did
not give his 2016 basic financial
statements audit report to the
board.
Strom and Shaffer asked
questions about the audit report
showing a long-term liability in
the Public Employees Retirement Association (PERA) pension fund on the facility’s financial statement. Strom hoped that
TLWWTF would never have to
actually write a check for that
amount. Wicklund said it was
a new state statute designed to
show taxpayers how much the
pension funds were underfunded, but no particular local government would be responsible
for paying those shortfalls. The
consensus was to ask Cutler
about it when he gave the audit
report.

Facility manager’s report

Burks presented the monthly
discharge monitoring report as
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required by the Joint Use Agreement. In particular, he
said that the levels of both total inorganic nitrogen and
total phosphorus were even lower than expected, to the
delight of the group.
Burks also mentioned:
• The biennial removal of biosolids from the sludge
lagoon would begin earlier than expected, since
the biosolids press was arriving as he spoke. The
facility’s treated sludge is pumped to the biosolids

•

•

Specializing in
Residential Cleaning
Overwhelmed?
Want your home spic and span?

•

Call Stacy today!
(719) 930-2178
www.agiftoftime.us

Weekly ▪ Bi-weekly ▪ Monthly ▪ Move-outs ▪ Move-ins.

•

•

press for dewatering, then hauled away by 18-wheel
trucks for direct agricultural land application. Note:
at a previous JUC meeting, Burks was directed to
have this treated sludge tested to establish a baseline measurement of radium concentrations.
TLWWTF passed its quarterly whole effluent toxicity (WET) test with no issues, showing that fish and
wetlands macroinvertebrates can reproduce at normal in-stream rates in the facility’s treated effluent
that is being discharged into Monument Creek.
The new total phosphorus (TP) clarifier expansion
still needed final work done on the sprinkler system
and on a problem with digital communication between two of the automatic control components.
Gabe Racz, TLWWTF’s environmental attorney,
might make a presentation to the JUC soon about
reuse, concerns TLWWTF should have about (the
town of) Monument (Water Department’s proposed
plan for a possible drinking water reuse facility),
and the assortment of future regulatory possibilities
regarding nutrients.
GEI’s benthic macroinvertebrates (aquatic life)
study was completed in February and was a joint effort with Upper Monument Creek Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility. Monument Creek was still
impaired, “but a little better than last time we did
this,” and overall was “pretty healthy.” See www.
ocn.me/v16n10.htm#tlwtfjuc.
The Water Quality Control Commission’s triennial
San Juan, Gunnison (River Basin) Water Quality

$3 OFF Oil Change
$10 OFF $100 Service

Standards Regulations 34 and 35 rulemaking hearing will be held in Durango on June 12-13. It will
include a discussion of regulations on stream temperature and nutrients. The Commission hearing
decisions on these issues might affect TLWWTF
and other facilities statewide even though they are
not in that river basin. See regulations discussion in
www.ocn.me/v16n12.htm#tlfjuc1108.

Financial report

Delaney pointed out to Burks that a credit was needed
for MSD in the estimated monthly invoice for April. This
was the second month of a new twice-monthly billing
system designed to help ensure sufficient revenue on
the third day of each month so that payroll and other occasional large payment requirements can be met at the
start of each month. Burks said he would look into it. See
www.ocn.me/v17n5.htm#tlwtfjuc.

District managers’ report

Orcutt and Gillette reported that both PLSD and WWSD
would be doing line cleaning soon. Wicklund did not
have anything to report.
The meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m.
**********
The next meeting is scheduled for 10 a.m. June 13 at the
Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility, 16510 Mitchell Ave. Meetings are normally held on the second Tuesday of the month and are open to the public. For information, call Bill Burks at 719-481-4053.
Lisa Hatfield can be reached at lisahatfield@ocn.me.

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, May 11

Board hears discussion of
long-range plan for district

Good through 6/30/17.
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By James Howald
The Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District (WWSD)
board met on May 11 to make a final decision on a request to transfer pre-paid tap fees, to provide guidance to
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District Manager Jessie Shaffer on long-range planning
issues, to vote on a water lease agreement, and to hear
operational reports.

Tap transfer request approved

Following a discussion in executive session, the board
voted unanimously to approve the transfer of 39 prepaid multi-family taps originally purchased by The Cove
to single-family residences being built at The Dunes at
Woodmoor. Since single-family residences typically
consume more water than multi-family residences, the
39 original taps were replaced with 29 single-family taps
in the agreement.

Long-term plan for 2017
comes before board
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Shaffer asked the board for input on certain parts of the
long-range plan he has been working on since February.
Shaffer said that demand management came to the
fore in the district in 2002, a drought year, and took the
forms of watering restrictions and a tiered pricing model.
In 2004 the district made further efforts to implement
“full-bore demand management.” These policies led to
decreased water consumption on a per-family basis that
continues to the present, Shaffer said. Effective demand
management policies will have an impact on the longrange plan, according to Shaffer.
The highest demand was 362 gallons per day per
household, and the lowest was 231, Shaffer said. The
district is using 297 as its planning base.
The amount of precipitation in any given year influences this measure, according to Shaffer.
Shaffer asked the board members whether they
wanted to be conservative in their estimates about the
effectiveness of demand management, or less so. The
chosen strategy will affect the district’s plans to drill additional wells and schedule other projects, Shaffer said,
adding he preferred to plan based on the continuing effectiveness of demand management. Demand management has been built into some aspects of the building
code, and should be permanent, Shaffer said.
According to consultants employed by the district,
historically the area has grown at an annual rate of 2 per-

Adult/Senior Day Service

Caregivers, find out
how to make your
life easier.
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of your loved one
755 Highway 105

(719) 488-1415

liftingspirits@qwestoffice.net
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Sonja Search, CNA
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cent; in 2017 that growth rate has doubled
to 4 percent.
There was a consensus on the board
that future planning should be based on
conservative water demand estimates,
and on growth projections of 3 percent.
The board also expressed a willingness
to consider adding indirect potable reuse
technology to the district’s infrastructure.
Board re-approves water lease agreement
The board considered the execution
of a water lease agreement for 2017 with
Colorado Water Protective and Development Association (CWPDA). The association works to protect and develop water

resources in the Arkansas River basin.
The agreement between CWPDA and
WWSD must be renegotiated annually.
According to Shaffer, the 2017
agreement contains few changes to previous versions. The agreement says CWPDA will pay the district $70 per acre-foot
of water for up to 500 acre-feet of water
that the district provides as return flows to
Monument Creek, but does not obligate
the district to provide any water.
Shaffer added that, historically, the
district has provided between 200 and
450 acre-feet of water to CWPDA.
The board voted unanimously to approve the 2017 agreement.

•
•
•

•

•

structure near Highway 105 in an attempt to identify potential leaks.
• Work is being done to remedy the
metering for well 17.
• Work is progressing on the ozone pilot project, and the equipment should
be online in July.
**********
The next meeting is scheduled for June 8
at 1 p.m. Meetings are usually held at the
district office at 1845 Woodmoor Drive
on the second Thursday of each month at
1 p.m. See www.woodmoorwater.com or
call 488-2525 to verify meeting times.
James Howald can be reached at
jameshowald@ocn.me.

Operational report highlights

The financial report showed the district continued to collect tap fees at a
historically high rate in April.
The district’s audit will be presented
at the July board meeting.
Changes to PERA requirements
have increased the unfunded liability portion of the Joint Use Committee’s audit by about $60,000.
Repair work on the siphon at the JV
Ranch has been slowed by excess
ground water, but should be complete by the end of May.
The district continues to isolate
some portions of its pipeline infra-

Summer Nights @ The Speedtrap

Donala Water and Sanitation District, May 18

Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays

No cut expected in 2018 special district
residential property tax revenue
By Jim Kendrick
On May 18, District General Manager
Kip Petersen reported to the Donala Water and Sanitation District board that he
had expected the revision of the state’s
residential assessment rate after the recent updates to property appraisals would
result in a reduction from the current 7.96
percent to 6.56. However, the Special
District Association had just reported on
May 12 that the Legislature only reduced
the state residential assessment rate to
7.20 percent just before it adjourned for
the year on May 10. He now expects
Donala will receive the same amount for
residential property tax revenue in 2018
as in 2017.
Petersen also reported that Donala
would close on its purchase of the Laughlin water right on May 23 for 324 acrefeet per year of Fountain Creek renewable
surface water. This purchase increases
Donala’s surface water right portfolio up
to roughly 70 percent of Donala’s potable water demand at build-out. For more
information, see www.ocn.me/v17n5.
htm#dwsd
The absences of President Dave
Powell and Director Ed Houle were excused. Vice President Ken Judd chaired
the meeting.

No cut in 2018 special district
tax revenue after all

Petersen also reviewed the status of some
2017 bills that the state Legislature considered and passed.
House Bill 17-1349 was passed at
the end of the session. This is an El Paso
County assessor reappraisal year, and appraisals have been generally higher. Although it was expected that the residential
assessment rate on the increased reappraisals would be 6.56 percent, Petersen
said the Special District Association reported that the Legislature only reduced
the state residential assessment rate down
to 7.20 percent just before final adjournment for 2017. He now expects Donala
will receive the same amount for residential property tax revenue in 2018 as
in 2017, rather than the 17 percent reduction he had forecast that a residential assessment rate of only 6.56 percent would

have produced.
Note: The widely reported increase in
county appraisals this year has been
roughly 10 percent. However, this zero
net effect on Donala property tax revenues in 2018 should apply to the other
special districts in the OCN coverage
area––no net decrease in 2018 residential
property tax revenues.
House Bill 17-1297 was approved
and passed to the governor for his signature. This bill allows special districts to
pay a total of $2,400 per year, up from
$1,600, to their directors who are elected or appointed after Jan. 1, 2018. The
maximum individual meeting payment
remains at $100 per meeting.
House Bill 17-1198 was approved
and passed. It allows special district
boards to vote to expand their board size
from five members to seven members. No
election is required for this expansion.
Once a board decides to expand its board
to seven seats and attempts to fill the two
new empty director seats, this action is irrevocable.

www.gypsywindranch.com
laurel@gypsywindranch.com
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Now offering clinical hypnotherapy
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June Music Schedule

June 8 (Thu): Mark’s Midnight Carnival
June 9 (Fri): Playing with Smoke
June 10 (Sat): Boyd Sweeney Jazz Quartet
June 15 (Thu): Ashley Swendsen and Friends
June 16 (Fri): MaƩ Bloom Band
June 17 (Sat): Jesse CoƩon Stone
June 22 (Thu): Pint and a Half
June 23 (Fri): Grant Sabin
June 24 (Sat): Joe Johnson
June 29 (Thu): TBD
June 30 (Fri): Jeremy Facknitz
July 1 (Sat): CurƟs Boucher
July 4 CelebraƟon (Tue): Playing with Smoke
+ The ETs + Mark’s Midnight Carnival!

of the GMS Inc. engineering firm is
scheduled to brief the Donala board on
arsenic removal plans on June 22. For
more information, see www.ocn.me/
v17n5.htm#dwsd
The preliminary project concept
cost for additional treatment equipment
for removing groundwater arsenic from
Donala and Triview Metropolitan District by the Upper Monument Creek
Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility (UMCRWWTF) would be about
$2.1 million, which would be paid for
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Manager’s report

Petersen also discussed his participation,
as president of Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority, in hosting the April joint
Arkansas Basin Roundtable and Arkansas River Forum meetings. He noted the
growth in the county’s stormwater control
program staff (28 people in 2016 and 52
people now) and the amount the county is
now spending on stormwater infrastructure ($25.6 million in 2016.) The Upper
Arkansas Voluntary Flow Program is
now helping ensure that Arkansas River
flows are sustained after the spring snowmelt flows dry up to provide for longer
rafting and fishing seasons. These longer
sustained flow periods help preserve the
aquatic life in the Arkansas River basin
ecosystem as well.
Petersen noted that Will Koger of the
Forsgren Associates engineering firm was
not available to make a presentation on
the state’s Area 3 Infrastructure report at
this meeting as planned, but is scheduled
to give this presentation at the June 22
regular board meeting
Petersen also noted that Roger Sams
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Why advertise in OCN?
• OCN is mailed FREE to every resident and business in the TriLakes area. We mail more than 17,200 copies every month and put
another 700 copies in stacks throughout the area. OCN has the largest mailed circulation and the third-largest circulation among local
newspapers in El Paso County after The Gazette and The Colorado
Springs Independent. We put copies of OCN into the hands of those
people most likely to buy your products or services: local residents
and businesses.
• OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area news. Since 2001,
OCN has been presenting unbiased, detailed coverage of Tri-Lakes
area governmental entities and their deliberations and actions. Credibility is key during tough times. Advertising in a credible medium
typically rubs off on the advertisers in that media.
• OCN gives preference to Tri-Lakes area businesses. As part of
OCN’s long-standing commitment to encouraging the economic
health of the Tri-Lakes area, we offer a significantly discounted ad
rate to local businesses as a way to help local businesses like yours
succeed.
• OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication schedule help
stretch your ad budget. OCN has one of the lowest ad costs per
printed copy of any local publication. Since OCN is a monthly publication, your ad is out there for a month—more than four times longer than other local papers. Many of our advertisers tell us they’re
still getting calls in the third and fourth week of the month.
• OCN doesn’t use contracts. You aren’t tied down. Adjust your advertising month-to-month to meet your changing needs. Our advertisers advertise with us because they see benefit in it, not because
they’re bound by a contract they signed months before. To reward
frequent advertisers, OCN has a Frequent Advertiser Bonus (FAB)
rewards program. You earn up to 10% of your ad cost as a reward
you can use to reduce the cost of future OCN advertising. The more
you advertise with OCN, the more you save. Thanks to our FAB
rewards program, OCN advertisers have saved more than $52,500!
• You are supporting a good thing. Your advertising dollars support
a unique all-volunteer, Tri-Lakes-focused effort to present factual,
comprehensive news to all Tri-Lakes area residents.

by Donala and Triview. Currently, Forest Lakes Metropolitan District, the other
co-owner of UMCRWWTF, plans to supply its customers solely with renewable
surface water with no detectable arsenic.
Forest Lakes will therefore not need to
remove arsenic from its sanitary sewer
wastewater influent that it delivers to
UMCRWWTF.

Financial reports

Petersen reported that Donala’s operating
expenses and revenues were normal for
the first four months of the year.
Total tap fees for 2017 were expected
to be much higher at this point, but the
El Paso County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) had not yet approved
the additional 12 new homes proposed to
be built on now-vacant former Gleneagle
golf course land. Nor has the BOCC approved the commercial development proposed for the vacant land between I-25
and the intersection of Struthers Road
and Gleneagle Drive to the east. See the
BOCC article on page 1 for more recent
information about these two land use proposals.
Petersen said Donala’s water sales
have also been a little lower than normal,
due to a “wet year” so far in 2017. On the
other hand, electric utility expenses are
much lower than average due to Donala’s
ability to supply its customers entirely
with renewable surface water later into
spring than usual. The district has not had
the usual lawn irrigation demand to date
that normally requires the district to operate its large electric well pumps to supply
deep groundwater as a supplement the
district’s surface water being drawn out
of storage in the Pueblo Reservoir.
Petersen noted that Donala’s annual
cost for space-available storage in Pueblo
Reservoir for its renewable surface water
from Willow Creek Ranch near Leadville
will likely rise in 2018 from about $61 per

acre-foot to $104 per acre-foot. Donala
currently leases 499 acre-feet of storage
from the federal Bureau of Reclamation.
This is 0.2 percent of the reservoir’s total
storage capacity of 250,000 acre-feet. An
acre-foot is 325,851 gallons. (www.ocn.
me/v17n5.htm#dwsd)

Operations and projects

Donala’s groundwater treatment facilities have been deep cleaned in anticipation of operations to meet the summer
irrigation production loads. A tri-annual
state Health Department sanitary survey
inspection of cleanliness, security, operations, and paperwork was scheduled for
the end of May.
The district has been distributing potable surface water almost solely from its
storage in the Pueblo Reservoir for several months to make room for storage of
heavier-than-average snowmelt from its
Willow Creek Ranch south of Leadville.
The district’s snowmelt storage window
starts May 1 each year.

Capital projects

Donala will undertake a major $775,000
water main replacement in the area of
Doral Way of 3,250 feet of 8-inch pipes
that are about 50 years old. The design
work for this project continues. When the
design is completed, the project will go
out for bids. Residents will receive notices from Donala, and the district will hold
an open house before this construction
begins. (ocn.me/v17n4.htm#dwsd)
The meeting adjourned at 3:54 p.m.
**********
The next board meeting will be held at
1:30 p.m. on June 22 in the district conference room at 15850 Holbein Drive.
Information: 488-3603 or www.donalawater.org. Regular meetings are normally
held on the third Thursday of the month,
except in June and November.
Jim Kendrick can be reached at
jimkendrick@ocn.me.

And the best reason of all: It works!

Randi and Dale Sehestedt, Woodmoor Handyman and Snow Plowing - “OCN
is the only paper we advertise in and it consistently brings us plenty of
good local customers. Great paper and great people to work with.”
Joan Powers, Powers Pet Porters - “Your ad is a great value and I get calls
nearly every month from it.”
Melissa Riesling, LPC - “Advertising with the OCN has been terrific! I have so
many people tell me ‘I saw your ad!’ The OCN is a very affordable way to
promote your business in the community.”
Kerri Bohler, The Villa Restaurant - “Thanks for all you have done for us. Our
ad with OCN was the best thing we ever did for advertising. It outshines
all the rest.”
Gehu and Jenny Gonzalez, Wash ‘n’ Roll - “...We are thrilled to be entering
the new window cleaning season, and it has been a great experience to
advertise with you! We feel happy to support OCN for how it enriches our
community!”
Valorie Havercamp, Purple Mountain Jewelry - ”I want you to know that you
are truly appreciated...as is all of the great OCN staff! Thanks to all for
what you do for the community!”
Mary Sue Hafey, Fringe Benefits Custom Interiors - “Since I starting advertising with OCN years ago, it has helped brand my company while consistently increasing my exposure and sales!”
Elba D’Asaro, Spa Medica - “OCN ads work!”
Cathy Thompson, Johan Hair Studio - “OCN is my paper of choice for advertising. The ads John has helped me design have provided a constant stream
of new clients. My ads have paid for themselves many times over! Thanks
John!”
Mike Reaster, Guitar Lessons - “Ads in OCN work great for me. I tried other
local papers and got no response. Thanks to my ads in OCN, I can work
from home and make a decent living. All my work comes from my ads in
OCN.”
Donna Mallon, Donna’s Dolphins swim school – “This is the best advertising
money I’ve spent! OCN is the best paper in town and readers look forward
to every issue. I have seen a big response to my ad in this paper. I do not
need to advertise anywhere else as my other advertising is word of mouth!
Thank you OCN for your hard work to make this paper stand out from the
rest in our community!”

For more information on advertising, go to
www.ocn.me/advertise.htm or contact John Heiser at
(719) 488-3455 or ads@ocn.me.

2017 Summer “Ripples” Swim Clinics
Each clinic will introduce swimmers to all aspects of stroke
development and all four competitive stokes.
At the completion of each session, swimmers will demonstrate
improved skills in all areas of swimming along with the knowledge
and confidence to take their swimming to the next level.
There are two three-week sessions offered ($100 each):
Session
Dates

Day

Time

June 5th June 22nd

Mon., Wed.,
Thu.

10:00 a.m. –
10:45 a.m.

July 10th July 27th

Mon., Wed.,
Thu.

10:00 a.m. –
10:45 a.m.

Clinics will be held at the The Country Club at Woodmoor. Club
Membership is not required for participation in this swim clinic.
For more information, contact Chris Bains at (303) 506-0089 or
cbains@aol.com
Registration forms are available at the pool or on the Woodmoor
Waves website: www.woodmoorwaves.org
d
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18945 Pebble Beach Way, Monument, CO 80132

So Natural, It Looks Like It Grew Here.
Sanctuary Pointe.
Let Nature Observe You for a Change.

Hello, Sanctuary Pointe.

An inspired new master-planned community where the
western edge of Black Forest meets the cutting edge of
sophisticated country living.

classichomes.com
719-888-3445

Here you’ll ﬁnd homes so exquisitely designed, so
thoughtfully adapted to their setting, they appear as if
they grew, naturally from the surrounding countryside.

New Model Now Open!
1654 Summerglow Lane (80921)

Sanctuary Pointe boasts municipal utilities, ﬁre-wise forestry management,
and a top-rated school district. But best of all, if offers more home for the
money, and more distinctive amenities for your lifestyle.
Join the conversation online for speciﬁcs about this unique community.
Homesites from 8,400 sq. ft. to one-half acre. Prices starting from the $400s

like nowhere else

SanctuaryPointeColorado.com

Baptist Rd.

Rollercoaster Rd.

Sanctuary
Rim Dr.

Located along the western edge of the Black

Single-family Homes & Paired Patio Homes from the $400s

saddletreehomes.com
719-494-3194

Model Coming Soon!
1638 Summerglow Lane (80921)

vhco.com

719-494-8112

Model Coming Soon!
1670 Summerglow Lane (80921)

Page 20

Vol. 17 No. 6

Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME
Forest View Acres Water District, May 24

Hydrant repairs recommended in FVAWD
By John Howe and
Lisa Hatfield
OCN attended the May 24 Forest View Acres Water District
(FVAWD) board meeting expecting to hear a discussion of
the district’s monthly water fees,
which, according to the district
website, rose from $87 to $90
per month on May 1 for reasons
related to capital improvement
loan covenants due to a water infrastructure upgrade from 2012,
but that discussion did not occur.
Residents pay those fees in addition to actual monthly water use
fees ranging from $8 to $16 per
1,000 gallons per month and an
annual 5-mill property tax levy
to cover administrative costs.
No district residents attended the meeting to make public
comments, but President Gene

Ashe said the board always
welcomed residents’ questions
about the district’s financial situation.
FVAWD is in the northwest
corner of unincorporated El
Paso County between the base
of Mount Herman and Colorado
Highway 105. FVAWD serves
customers on over 300 lots in six
subdivisions: Cloven Hoof, Red
Rock Ranch, Red Rock Reserve,
Shiloh Pines, Sundance, and The
Villas.
The board did discuss many
other topics, including:
• Shamrock Water Services
explained its recommendations to repair 39 of 67 fire
hydrants and guard valves
to bring them up to National
Fire Protection Association
and American Waterworks

•
•

•

•

Association standards. Information from Shamrock’s
report will be added to GIS
maps showing the layers
of district infrastructure.
No action was taken by the
board.
The booster pump station
piping modification is done.
Clyde Penn, district operator, ORC Water Professionals, said the pressure regulator will be updated soon,
and he explained upcoming
improvements to the surface water treatment plant.
The leak map will be updated as necessary.
Water metering and customer billing issues. Plans
to install new water meters
were put on hold.
Phase 4 of the water main

rehabilitation project is
done, but site revegetation
is still in progress.
• John McGinn of JDS-Hydro gave his monthly report on capital items. The
county will be doing asphalt roads overlay. Valve
boxes full of rocks need to
be cleaned out.
• The monthly financial report was reviewed by Treasurer Hans Zimmermann.
The 2016 annual financial audit
is in progress.
The meeting went into executive session at 8:45 p.m.
to discuss legal items pursuant to §24-6-402(4)(e), CRS,
determining positions relative
to matters that may be subject
to negotiations, related to the
Revised 1985 Agreement and

items associate with a 40-acre
land swap with the U.S. Forest
Service. Ashe told OCN that the
board did not take any votes or
make any announcements after
the meeting returned to open
session and adjourned at 9 p.m.
**********
The next meeting is scheduled
for 6 p.m. June 28 at the Monument Sanitation District boardroom, 130 Second St. As of May
24, the board meetings have
moved to the fourth Wednesday of each month. Information:
488-2110 or www.fvawd.com.
Contact the Board of Directors
at BOD@fvawd.com.
Lisa Hatfield can be contacted
at lisahatfield@ocn.me.

Monument Academy School Board, May 22

Board hears advisory committee recommendations
By Jackie Burhans
The Monument Academy (MA)
School Board met on May 22 to
hear the School Accountability
Advisory Committee (SAAC)
report, review the board selfassessment results, and consider
other agenda items.

SAAC report

SAAC public member Al Brown
reported on the survey results to
the board and executive director.
278 surveys were completed,
for a 13 percent response rate.
Brown noted some options to
increase participation. Preschool
results were great, elementary
school results were mostly positive, and middle school results
were partially positive. He noted
that middle school is a trying
time for everybody. Results, including 400 comments, will be
published at www.monumentacademy.net/sac/ with names
redacted.

Brown called attention to subjects that require board attention, including the following
schoolwide recommendations:
Traffic flows, congestion, and
safety: The drive line (the student drop-off and pickup lane) is
going as well as can be expected,
but Highway 105 is a real issue.
There have been meetings but,
so far, no results. Brown noted
that the board doesn’t think we
should wait until someone gets
injured. He said this is an area
of special interest. He suggested
setting up one or more town
halls with people who understand concerns and can make
decisions.
Communication: Respondents
felt that communication was
sometimes missing and sometimes duplicated. The SAAC
recommendation is that there
be a schoolwide communication
strategy for teachers, deans, administration, and the board.

Security (bullying, internet,
facilities): There was a new
question on security including
physical security, bullying, and
internet misuse that got a 90
percent positive response. While
that is a good result, he noted
that the remaining 10 percent
represent a real concern. Brown
felt this was the top job for the
board.
The concerns include overcrowded hallways, visibility,
vulnerability of the playground
in front of the school, and internet controls. The SAAC suggested considering moving the
middle school to the new high
school went it opens, limiting
playground visibility, involving
the D38 safety officer. MA Executive Director Don Griffin noted
that Homeland Security advises
MA rather than D38 on safety.
Brown relayed suggestions for
more security on the doorways
as well as busing from/to common locations such as Walmart
or Home Depot. Griffin asked if
that might be done on a fee-forservice basis.
Other SAAC report highlights include:
• Everybody wants a new
gym, a full-size track, new
turf, a stage, and an auditorium.
• Individualized Education
Programs (IEPs) for special
needs takes teachers out of
the classroom where they
are needed. Perhaps the
dean of Student Services
can address this issue.
• The Gifted and Talented
Program was less effective
this year than in the past
and should be reviewed.
• Disruptive students rob the
rest of the kids of faculty
time. Increase involvement
of parent volunteers and administration support if possible. Re-evaluate current
discipline deterrence and
maintain consistency.
• Concerns from the 5 percent who responded on iPad

Above: At the May meeting of the Monument Academy School
Board, the board presented Tiffany Alexander with an award
certificate in appreciation of her service to MA as a teacher
representative for middle school faculty. Pictured left to right:
Matt Dunston, Tiffany Alexander, Scott Saunders, Sonya
Camarco, and Julie Galusky. Photo by Janet Sellers.

use that it will lower handwriting skills and be a tremendous distraction. Additional training may help.

•

Board self-assessment

Board member Scott Saunders
reported on the results of a board
survey that contained rating
questions and open comments.
He noted one question had split
results between strongly agree
(2) and agree (4). The question
was, “I feel my board members
participate actively in meetings
raising constructive questions
on and offering pertinent guidance on matters of strategy and
policy.” He stated that he tries to
ask questions in advance of the
board meeting. He felt that the
board was cohesive, all on the
same page, sharing strengths,
and presenting a unified front to
the community.
•

•

Other highlights

The board unanimously
approved a revised Policy
1511 to include using placement tests to properly seat
new students. The policy
can be read at http://bit.ly/
ma-policy1511.

•

Board President Sonya Camarco presented Tiffany
Alexander an award for
her service representing
the Middle School faculty,
and took a commemorative
photo.
Dr. Elizabeth Davis, principal and chief academic
officer, reported on the
staffing effort for next year.
MA needs a seventh-grade
English teacher, an eighthgrade Social Studies teacher, and a seventh-grade
Math teacher. Interviewing
is underway, and she feels
the applicants are very well
qualified. They are also hiring a new fifth-grade and
second-grade teacher, for
an 8 percent teaching staff
turnover rate. Additional
positions have been posted
for Art, Extended School
Services teacher, occupational therapist, a part-time
psychologist, and a parttime reading specialist.
The first annual Grandparents Day hosted more than
600 grandparents and was
covered by The Gazette.
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Only two candidates filed to run for the open board
seats. Since there are only two open seats, no election will be held, and Mark McWilliams and Mike
Molsen will be considered to be elected/appointed
to terms beginning July 1, 2017 and ending June 30,
2020.
D38 Board of Education President Sherry Hawkins

toured MA for nearly two hours with MA board
member Matt Dunston and Executive Director
Griffin.
**********
The next meeting will be on Thursday, June 15 at the
Monument Academy library at 1150 Village Ridge Point.
The Monument Academy usually meets at 6 p.m. on the

second Thursday of each month. Information on the MA
School Board, including schedule, minutes, committees,
and finances can be found at http://www.monumentacademy.net/school-board.
Jackie Burhans can be reached at
jackieburhans@ocn.me.

Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Education, May 18

New principal approved; per-pupil revenue to rise
By Harriet Halbig
The May 18 meeting of the Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board
of Education was abbreviated due to inclement weather.
Because of a snowstorm earlier in the day, a number of
agenda items were postponed until the June meeting.
At this meeting, a new principal was approved and the
board heard that the district’s per-pupil revenue will increase significantly for the next school year.

Principal approved

The board approved the appointment of Tony Karr to the
office of principal at Lewis-Palmer High School.
Superintendent Karen Brofft introduced Karr as a
current assistant principal at Palmer Ridge High School.
She said that Karr acknowledges that each school has its
own identity and that he will respect this fact. Karr also
has been a dean of students and has worked in a number
of districts.

Per-pupil revenue jumps

Assistant Superintendent Cheryl Wangeman said perpupil revenue for the upcoming year will be $53 per student higher than anticipated, making available $289,000
in unanticipated revenue. She asked the board to discuss
the use of this revenue in August.

District Accountability Advisory
Committee report

District Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC)
Co-chairs Melissa Hinton and Anne-Marie Hasstedt reported on DAAC activities during the 2016-17 school
year. Among their goals was an emphasis on two-way
communication between the committee and individual schools. They received updates from liaisons to the
board and administration and from various committees.
DAAC created a teacher assessment subcommittee this
year to examine the process in detail and supported a
waiver of the October deadline for charter school applications.
In the coming year, the committee looks forward to
participating in the long-term planning process.

Superintendent update

Brofft reported on the district response to that day’s
snow emergency, stating that a prime consideration was
the continuation ceremony for students at Lewis-Palmer
Middle School. Once students had reached school, she
thought it important for the ceremony to continue, while
allowing parents to pick up their children early if they
wished.
She outlined plans for teacher training during the
summer, including training in social media for secretaries and others.
Brofft also announced that the district’s technology
department was recognized by Extreme Networks as an
Exemplary District and a “visionary 21st century learning environment” and for enabling personalized education through technology. Only two districts nationwide
receive this award each year.
Wangeman reported that the consent agenda included an item regarding a Building Excellent Schools
Today (BEST) grant for repair of the roof at Palmer Lake
Elementary School. The grant will cover 35 percent of
the $599,000 cost. These grants are available to schools
that are fully utilized and have been in continuous use for
20 years or longer, and are to be applied to the building.
Wangeman reported that previous estimates for enrollment appear sound.
She said that the Long-range Planning Committee
has requested a feasibility study to be performed over the
summer before presenting a report and recommendations
to the board.
Board Secretary Mark Pfoff said that in the past the
board had asked for options, not recommendations, and
that he wished to see all things considered by the committee. He said that he feels that he hasn’t seen enough
to understand where the committee is going and stressed
that the budget must be approved in June. He wishes to
see the committee’s charter and the expectations held by
the board.
Brofft responded that RTA (the consultant overseeing the process) gave a presentation on its process at the
time it was hired. There will be a report on the analysis

of information and a list of viable scenarios in August.

2017-18 budget process review

Wangeman gave a brief presentation on the budget process for 2017-18. She said that because the School Finance Act was not finalized by the Legislature until May
11, figures presented to the board were not up to date.
She requested that the board approve the budget as previously presented and discuss the per-pupil revenue increase in August.
The board passed a consent agenda consisting of

routine items such as insurance renewal, minutes of
previous meetings, renewal of a food service agreement
with St. Peter Catholic School, and other items.
**********
The Board of Education of the Lewis-Palmer D-38
School District meets at 6 p.m. on the third Thursday
of the month at its Learning Center at 146 Jefferson St.,
Monument. The next meeting will be on June 20.
Harriet Halbig may be reached at
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

El Paso County Sheriff’s Office report

April crimes in Sheriff’s District 1
The following information was compiled from the
monthly El Paso County Sheriff’s Office (EPSO) Neighborhood News. OCN’s report covers only EPSO District
1 and does not include criminal activity from the Town
of Monument, the Town of Palmer Lake, or Colorado
Springs addresses:
Arson: 19500 block Hidden Springs Gln.
Burglary: 14400 block Tierra Dr.
Criminal Mischief: I-25/N. Academy Blvd.
Criminal Trespass: 15200 block Paddington Cir.
Criminal Trespass Auto: 2100 block Stella Dr., 18000
block Furrow Rd., 100 block Avocet Lp., 500 block
Portland Rd.
Manslaughter: 19800 block Alexandria Dr.
Motor Vehicle Theft: 16200 block Rickenbacker Ave.

**********
FOR EMERGENCIES: DIAL 9-1-1
El Paso County Sheriff’s Office Dispatch (nonemergency crime reporting): 390-5555.
EPSO Telephone Reporting System (for minor
crimes without suspect information: 520-7111.
EPSO Traffic Hotline (for reporting problem areas
or traffic violations): 390-5555 option 5.
EPSO Tip Line (for reporting suspicious activity or
the location of wanted persons): 520-7777 Always remember to report criminal activity or suspicious behavior promptly.
For more information, contact the Crime Prevention
Coordinator: Merody Broom 719-520-7151
MerodyBroom@elpasoco.com

Friends of Monument Preserve Board of Directors, May 10

Volunteers needed to protect open space
By Friends of Monument Preserve
Friends of Monument Preserve (FOMP) is a nonprofit
organization whose mission is to preserve and enhance
the 1,000 acres of open space surrounding the Monument Fire Center on Mt. Herman Road. The facility itself
was originally built as a U.S. Forest Service tree nursery
in 1907 and was used in that capacity until 1965. Today
the Pike Interagency Hotshot Firefighting crews live and
work there, responding to fires throughout the West.
FOMP was organized to assist the U.S. Forest Service in preserving the land in as natural state as possible
while still allowing for a wide variety of recreational
uses. Members and supporters live near the preserve or
use it on a regular basis. Supporters can simply donate
funds—used to support various projects—or participate
in volunteer activities. FOMP maintains a website at
www.fomp.org, distributes a newsletter, and sends announcements via email for trail maintenance nights and
other programs.
FOMP members and volunteers sponsor numerous
projects throughout the year to maintain the trail system
and protect the wildlife habitat and the historic significance of the area. They focus on:
• Trail maintenance, such as digging water bars and
re-routing trails.
• Organizing and assisting with area cleanups.
• Forest husbandry, such as planting pine seedlings
in burn sites and seedling release in deforested areas.
• Helping local scouting and 4-H clubs in community
service projects.
• Serving the annual Hotshots potluck dinner during
spring training to welcome crews back to the area
each year.
Interested in volunteering? Visit the website to add your
name to the email list and find information on trail nights
and other activities. Ask questions at info@fomp.org.
Meet at the Mt. Herman Trailhead every second
Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m. to participate in trail
work nights on June 14, July 12, Aug. 9, and Sept. 13.
By joining the group, you’ll have a greater understanding of the historical and archeological importance
of the area. Plus, you will be supporting and protecting a

treasured local resource.
The next FOMP Board of Directors meeting is
scheduled for Oct. 11. ■

PARK LIKE SETTING on .4 acres in desirable GLENEAGLE - SEASONAL CREEK & bridge
- gorgeous! Quiet neighborhood, D20 SCHOOLS - 3947 sq ft - 3BR/3BA/2 Car Garage unique floor plan. Upgrades: WOLF STOVE, stainless appliances, tile, wood, METAL ROOF,
lots of storage. Custom built home lets in lots of light - you need to visit this home to
appreciate it. OPEN HOUSE - SAT. & SUN. June 3-4, 11 - 3 - COME SEE FOR YOURSELF!
LOCATION and PRIVACY
distinguish this 2 BR,
2 Full BA townhome
- OPEN SPACE allows
great mountain VIEWS!
Conveniently located in
WALTERS
COMMONS
off of Higby Rd. - easy
commute to Monument
or CS or even Denver. The
home is a great match
for many lifestyles - 2 story and 2 Car Garage - 1256 sq ft all finished. Prestigious D38
SCHOOLS / NEW APPLIANCES / NEW PAINT / ready for move in.
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Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, May 25

Event to close some Woodmoor streets;
rules and regulations updated
By Jackie Burhans
The Woodmoor Improvement Association (WIA) board
met on May 25 to discuss an upcoming event that will
close some streets in Woodmoor, vote on changes to
rules and regulations, and hear from Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District (TLMFPD) Chief Chris
Truty about the need for a mill levy increase.

5K run to close some streets

Woodmoor Public Safety Chief Kevin Nielsen reported
that a 5K run sponsored by the Ascent Church on Saturday, June 17 will close some roads in Woodmoor from 9
a.m. to noon. The event, the 2017 Run to the Ascent 5K
for Schools, will donate all its proceeds to local schools
for suicide prevention. The course, where street closures
may occur, starts at Lewis-Palmer Middle School on
Woodmoor Drive and continues to Lake Woodmoor and
White Fawn, then back down Deer Creek Road to end at
the church. Nielsen noted that they had not received a lot
of notice as the county and Sheriff’s Office are responsible for approving the closure. The application was not
specific about which roads would be closed.
President Peter Bille suggested asking the organizer
and the county what sort of signs will be placed in the
community to alert residents to closures. For more information on the event, see http://www.theascentchurch.
com/5k .

Rules and regulations updated

Board members unanimously approved revisions to the
rules and regulations. Updated rules and regulations will
be posted on the website at https://www.woodmoor.org/
governance/ in the WIA Governing Documents section
at the bottom of the page. Changes include the following
areas:
• Mailboxes must be in good repair and have house
numbers visible.
• Nuisances on property rule L, number 1 has been

•
•
•

split into two paragaphs for noxious weeds and uncut grasses respectively.
Exterior lighting complaints and other abstract nuisance complaints must be verified by WIA.
Playground equipment must be kept in good repair
and proper working condition.
Firewood stacks are limited to two full cords of a
specific measurement and volume, must be cut and
stacked according to specifications, and should be
substantially reduced after the winter season. Concerns about property setbacks can be regulated as a
nuisance upon recieivng a complaint.

Above: The newly paved Toboggan Hill parking lot
has 21 paved spaces, including one handicapped
space. Erosion control has been installed, and
landscaping and fencing will be finished shortly.
Photo by Jackie Burhans.

Fire chief presents case for mill levy hike

TLMFPD Chief Truty spoke to the board on the need for
funding through a mill levy increase to replace outdated
equipment, attract and retain firefighters, and address
health and safety issues at the three fire stations in the
district. He talked about the history of the district, the
projected budget, and what the district has done to live
within its means. Truty also discussed the impact of the
Gallagher amendment, which will reduce the residential real estate assessment rate from 7.96 per cent to 7.2
per cent in 2018. This reduction would partially reduce
the impact of any mill levy increase. This was similar
to the presentations given at two community meetings
held earlier in May. The board asked questions, provided
feedback, and asked what they could do to help.
•

•

Board report highlights

Resident Tom Smith of Woodmoor noted that the
board was going to entertain a motion to limit the
size of wood piles and asked that they consider the
possibility of requiring a setback.
The Toboggan Hill parking lot now has 21 paved
parking spaces. Riprap was installed at the bottom
of the lot to control erosion. Landscaping and reinstallation of the fence was scheduled for the week of

May 29.
Slash Days will be held on June 3 and Aug. 5 at
Lewis-Palmer Middle School from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The board determined it was not feasible to pick up
slash at homes. The board agreed to waive the chipping fee for Woodmoor residents.
• A common area improvement survey is being reviewed and will be posted online to solicit community input on what they would like to see done.
**********
The WIA Board of Directors usually meets at 7 p.m. on
the fourth Wednesday of each month in the Barn at 1691
Woodmoor Drive, Monument. The next meeting be on
June 28.
The WIA calendar can be found at https://www.
woodmoor.org/wia-calendar/. WIA board meeting minutes can be found at https://www.woodmoor.org/meeting-minutes/ once approved and posted.
Jackie Burhans can be reached at jackieburhans@ocn.
•

May Weather Wrap
By Bill Kappel
For the second month in row, temperatures were below
normal and precipitation was above normal in May. This,
of course, is exactly what we hope for as we head into the
heart of the growing season, although heavy wet snow
during the third week of May wasn’t ideal for plants just
starting to leaf out.
May started off cool and a little wet, with temperatures below normal from the 1st through the 4th. A
light dusting of snow also occurred on the 3rd as a few
rounds of snow showers fell on the region. More typical
May weather then moved over the next few days. High
temperatures reached into the 70s from 5th through the
8th. We got our first taste of more summer-like weather
conditions as a few afternoon and early evening thunderstorms developed over the region.
The higher levels of moisture left behind low clouds
and fog each morning from the 9th through the 11th.
This held temperatures down, with highs only reaching
to the mid- to upper 50s. But at night the opposite occurs,
where the low clouds and fog act like a blanket and hold
the warmth in, keeping overnight lows on the mild side.
Also, weak disturbances moving over the region allowed
rain showers to develop each day. The pattern changed
again just in time for the weekend, with dry and mild
conditions returning. Highs reached the 70s on the 12th
and 13th, about 5-10 degrees warmer than normal.
The third week of May was more like March, as
we were visited by a cold, wet storm during the end of
the week. Conditions were seasonal and dry to start the
period, with highs in the mid-70s on the 15th and midto upper 60s on the 16th and 17th. However, conditions
changed quickly during the late afternoon and early eveLocal, family-owned,
complete service & repair
for home and industrial
sewing machines
(including vintage),
sergers & embroidery
machines.

www.sewintuneservicing.com

(719) 310-5362
(719) 310-5363

ning of the 17th as a powerful storm began to approach
the region. Rain showers and a few thunderstorms developed in the area and temperatures began to drop. As
the storm continued to approach, cold air was drawn
into the region from the north. This allowed the rain to
change to snow around 2 a.m. the morning of the 18th.
Snow increased in intensity that morning and continued
through the afternoon. Snowfall rates were great enough
to overcome the strong May sunshine, and several inches
accumulated that morning through the afternoon.
The effects of elevation were very evident with this
storm, with areas above 7,000 feet accumulating 6-15
inches of snow, while areas below this elevation accumulated very little snowfall. This is typical with late-season
snowstorms, where the snow line is very close to the top
of the Palmer Divide. Highs only reached the 30s the
18th and the 19th, a good 30 degrees colder than normal
for mid- to late May. The heavy, wet snow also took a toll
on many trees and plants. Low temperatures dipped into
the mid- and upper 20s each morning as well—again, not
real friendly to tender plants.
But at least we got a lot of beneficial moisture out
of the storm. For the period, most of us picked up 1-2
inches of liquid equivalent, which is just what we need
going into the heart of the growing season after a dry
winter. Although snow in May isn’t unusual, the amount
of snow with this storm so late in the month was unusual.
It’s not often that the students in D38 can claim an early
dismissal because of snow on or near their last day of the
school, but that’s what happened this year.
As the main storm departed the region, it opened
the door for more unsettled weather as a series of fastmoving weather systems crossed the region over the next
few days. Each of these brought areas of rain and snow
showers. The most organized of the systems affected the
region later on the 22nd. This storm brought an initial
area of rain in the early evening that turned to snow as
temperatures dropped into the mid-30s. Less than a half
inch of heavy, wet snow accumulated, but during the
overall event another half- to 1-inch of liquid equivalent
accumulated.
Conditions quieted down the next couple of days,
allowing things to dry out and warm up. Highs reached
well into the 70s and just about touched 80 on the 24th

and 25th. Moisture began to work back into the area over
the next few days, with daily showers and thunderstorms
popping up from the 26th through the end of the month.
During this period, temperatures were cooler than normal. There were plenty of clouds and showers around for
most of Memorial Day weekend, and temperatures were
10-15 degrees cooler than normal. In fact, if you were up
early on the 28th, hopefully you were dressed warm as
low temperatures bottomed out in the upper 20s.
The final few days of the month saw a return to more
normal late May weather, with quiet mornings giving
way to afternoon and evening clouds and isolated thunderstorms. Rain showers were brief around the Palmer
Divide with only a few hundredths of an inch accumulating in any one location.

A look ahead

By June we can usually say goodbye to our chances of
snowfall, but hello to frequent afternoon and evening
thunderstorms. The majority of the time we can expect
warm, sunny days with afternoon and evening thunderstorms.

May 2017 Weather Statistics

Average High		
63.3° (-2.8°)
100-year return frequency value max 75.7° min 57.9°
Average Low 		
35.8° (-2.5°)
100-year return frequency value max 43.2° min 32.5°
Highest Temperature
79° on the 24th
Lowest Temperature
24° on the 1st, 20th
Monthly Precipitation
3.51”
(+0.87”, 25% above normal)
100-year return frequency value max 6.94” min 0.15”
Monthly Snowfall
13.7”
(+8.0” 60% above normal)
Season to Date Snow
97.8”
(-24.4” 20% below normal)
(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip
16.85”
(-3.04” 15% below normal)
(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
Heating Degree Days
480 (+54)
Cooling Degree Days
0
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident.
He can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.
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Letters to Our Community
Guidelines for letters to the editor are on page 31.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our
Community should not be interpreted as the views of
OCN even if the letter writer is an OCN volunteer.

County urged to step up
efforts against gangs

In February, the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office Gang
Unit gave a presentation on gangs in the local area. With
the legalization of marijuana in Colorado, gangs from
all over America and Mexico are moving here to set up
profitable trades of diverted marijuana for opioids. Because of geography with I-25 running from Mexico to
Canada, the gangs find it very profitable to operate in
Colorado Springs and the surrounding areas. I-25 pro-

vides a cheap and convenient highway to move drugs.
With the increase in gang members, they also engage in
other crimes. To avoid scrutiny, gang members will often
locate to smaller communities where law enforcement
lacks the people and specialized resources to address
gangs.
The El Paso County Commissioners are unwilling
to fund, to staff, and to provide the resources for a fully
functional gang unit. Similarly, the Colorado Springs
City Council disbanded the CSPD gang unit. Typically,
an 80/20 rule applies where 20 percent of the criminals
commit 80 percent of the crimes. If law enforcement focused on the top 20 percent of hardened criminals, you
could see a dramatic reduction in crime. Gang units can

use mapping software to document links between gangs,
and it is often highly effective to break up critical links
within gangs and between gangs, making them less profitable and less effective.
The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office has excellent
software to start capturing and mapping links within
gangs and between gangs, but the El Paso County Commissioners have not provided the resources or the direction to do that to increase the crime-fighting effectiveness of the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office informal
gang unit.
None of this is being done.
Richard R. Allen ■

Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore

Celebrate dads and grads
By the staff at Covered Treasures
Celebrate dads and grads this month with some great
books!
“Any man can be a father, but it takes someone special
to be a dad.”—Anne Geddes
“Anyone who stops learning is old, whether twenty or
eighty. Anyone who keeps learning stays young. The
greatest thing you can do is keep your mind young.”—
Mark Twain
The Great Outdoors: A User’s Guide: Everything You
Need to Know Before Heading into the Wild (And How
to Get Back in One Piece)
By Brendan Leonard (Scribner), $24.95
A thorough guide to your
next adventure, covering
everything from mountain
climbing to skiing, sledding, and sailing. Organized
thematically and written in
short takeaway entries with
line drawings, it provides quick access to the information
before and during your adventure. And if the reader finds
himself at the point of man vs. nature, he or she will appreciate Leonard’s tips on survival skills, including how
to bandage a wound, read a topographical map, and how
to drive on sand and remove a tick.
The Tug Is the Drug
By Chris Santella (Stackpole Books), $24.95
These 37 inspirational stories take readers from leaping
makos near the fairways of Torrey Pines to midnight Atlantic salmon fishing on the fabled Ponoi, to encounters
with the very friendly mujeres on the streets of Havana—

and even offers an unauthorized (yet unequivocal) account of Bob Dylan’s 1970s obsession with fishing.
My Dad Had That Car: A Nostalgic Look at the American Automobile 1920-1990
By Tad Burness (Black Dog & Leventhal Publishers),
$35
Burness provides a unique look at 70 years of automotive ingenuity, with more than 1,300 pages and 12,500
illustrations covering more than 10,000 American automobiles and more than 250 manufacturers. You will find
information about original prices, engine sizes, horsepower, and other specifications, including unusual options and differences found within a model.
Originals: How Non-Conformists Move the World
By Adam Grant (Penguin) $17
Adam Grant explores how individuals can recognize
good ideas and speak up without getting silenced, parents can raise creative children, and leaders can build
cultures that fight groupthink and promote innovation.
Using remarkable studies and stories spanning business, politics, sports, and entertainment, this book offers
groundbreaking insights about how we can all become
more successful in championing our best ideas.
You Are a Badass at Making Money
By Jen Sincero (Viking), $25
Sincero breaks down life-changing concepts into bitesize, ready-to-implement advice and exercises that give
you the tools to make the kind of money you’ve never
made before and to live the life that’s always seemed to
be beyond your reach.
Make Your Bed: Little Things That Can Change Your
Life and Maybe the World
By Adm. William H. McRaven (Grand Central Publishing), $18
Adm. McRaven shares the 10 principles he learned dur-

ing Navy SEAL training that helped him overcome challenges not only in his training and long Naval career, but
also throughout his life. He explains how anyone can use
these basic lessons to change themselves and the world
for the better. This timeless book provides simple wisdom, practical advice, and words of encouragement that
will inspire readers to achieve more, even in life’s darkest moments.
Smarter Faster Better: The Transformative Power of
Real Productivity
By Charles Duhigg (Random House), $17
Duhigg provides eight key concepts, cutting-edge research, and case studies from the experiences of CEOs,
educational reformers, four-star generals, FBI agents,
airplane pilots, Broadway songwriters, and more, that
can help us become smarter, faster, and better at everything we do.
Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and
the Birth of the FBI
By David Grann (Doubleday), $28.95
In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world
were members of the Osage Indian nation in Oklahoma
after oil was discovered beneath their land. Then, one
by one, the Osage began to be killed off, and many of
those who dared to investigate the killings were also
murdered. It was one of the FBI’s first major homicide
cases, but the bureau badly bungled the investigation. In
desperation, the young director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned
to former Texas Ranger Tom White, who put together an
undercover team. Together with the Osage they began to
expose one of the most chilling conspiracies in American
history.
Until next month, happy reading.
The staff at Covered Treasures can be reached at
books@ocn.me.

June Library Events

Summer Adventure begins
By Harriet Halbig
The Pikes Peak Library District’s summer reading
program, Summer Adventure, kicks off on June 1 and
continues through the end of July. This year’s program
consists of many activities in addition to reading, with a
variety of online badges and the final prize of a book for
younger patrons and a T-shirt for teens. You can register
online at ppld.beanstack.org and begin right now.
As in the past, we will have enthusiastic teen volunteers on hand to help you register and record your progress, as well as many special programs. Pick up a full list
of the special programs at your library and prepare to
have an exciting summer!
Adult discussion groups will continue at their regular schedule during the summer, but the yoga and AfterMath programs are on hiatus until after Labor Day.
Tuesday morning’s Story Times will be replaced by
a single program from 10:30 to 11:30 each week.

Children’s programs

Each Monday at 2:30, there will be a program for elementary-age kids, including watercolors, pop art, selfportraits and bubble art.

Summer Morning Fun will be held each Tuesday
from 10:30 to 11:30. These programs are for all ages and
include music, science, yoga, and magic.
Thursdays at 2:30, there will be programs to include
painting, a petting zoo, and building a roller coaster maze
for a ping pong ball.
A list of all events is available at the library.

Teens and tweens

Tuesday, June 6, from 3:30 to 5, there will be a video
game tournament with Wii games and snacks.
That same day, from 6 to 7:30 p.m., will be the
monthly Monument Teen Creative Writing Group (ages
12 to 18), where you are welcome to share your interest
in writing with others.
Wednesday, June 14, will be Teen Movie Night
(ages 12 and up) from 6:30 to 9.
See the list at the library for other special teen events.

Adult programs

An intergenerational knitting group will meet on June 7
and 21 from 3 to 4:30. Practice materials are provided,
but patrons are encouraged to bring their current project. Some instruction provided for those new to the art

Above: Annika, left, and Adriana Pogar enjoyed
the Tea for All Ages on May 13, sponsored by the
Tri-Lakes Friends of the Library. Photo by Harriet
Halbig.
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and understanding the local water table.
On the walls of the library during June will be watercolors and oils by Jean Pierre de Vernay. In the display
case will be a collection of items related to France.

Palmer Lake Library Events

Above: Vanessa, left, Paul, and Isabelle Krause at the
Tea for All Ages on May 13. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

Above: Kimberly, left, Marissa and Seth Kraft at the
Tea for All Ages on May 13. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

of knitting.
The Monumental Readers will meet from 10 to noon
on Friday, June 16 to discuss Barefoot by Elin Hilderbrand. All patrons are welcome to attend this monthly

book group.
On Saturday, June 24, from 10 to 11:30, Allison
Plute from Colorado Springs Utilities and the nonprofit
Greenway Fund will give a presentation on rain barrels

At the Palmer Lake Library, Toddler Time will be at its
usual time of 10:30 each Friday.
On Wednesdays each week at 10:30, there will be
special summer programming in place of story time.
These programs, recommended for elementary-age children from 5 to 11, include fairy tales, a washboard band,
a science and circus arts show, and a program on alpacas.
On Thursday each week will be a program for ages
7 and older. These will include creating a pop-art style
self-portrait, drawing, and a construction challenge.
The Palmer Lake Book Group meets at 9 a.m. on the
first Friday of each month. Please call 481-2587 for the
latest selection.
Harriet Halbig may be reached at
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Palmer Lake Historical Society

Hummingbird program, Ice Cream Social on tap for June
By Sigi Walker
On Thursday, June 15, the Palmer Lake Historical Society will present Hummingbirds—Up Close and Personal
by Palmer Lake resident Jerry DalFerro. Learn about the
fascinating world of hummingbirds presented through a
slide show of stunning photographs. The free program

will be at the Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent
St. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the program begins at 7.
On Father’s Day, Sunday, June 18, the Historical Society will continue the tradition of honoring fathers with
a free Ice Cream Social. Singer/guitarist Nick Davey
provides the entertainment. This year, the event is pre-

ceded by a program, Charles Goodnight in Colorado,
presented by Pueblo residents Laurel Campbell and Linda Crawford. This program is free and open to all at the
Palmer Lake Town Hall. Doors open at 1 p.m. and the
program begins at 1:15. Pie and ice cream will be served
at about 2 p.m. ■

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Attracting birds to your yard
This column originally ran in the
June 2011 issue of Our Community News
By Elizabeth Hacker
I enjoy hearing from readers, and the month of May was
especially rewarding. Sherry Sieg e-mailed a photo of
a female western tanager at her feeder and noted that a
male had been there a few days earlier, which may indicate that they are nesting in her area. Grant Swango
posted a photo of a lazuli bunting at a feeder he made
in Boy Scouts this year and mentioned that he saw a
Bullock’s oriole in his Palmer Lake yard. OCN publisher
John Heiser sent a great horned owl photo he took from
the deck of his home near Roller Coaster Road. The owl
appears to be a male yearling and may be one of the owls
hatched last summer at Home Depot. Enthusiastic birders like Sherry, Grant, and John make my day!
Western tanagers, lazuli buntings, and great horned
owls all nest on the Palmer Divide at the edge of the forest in ponderosa pine trees or scrub oak shrubs. All are
shy and none of these species frequent feeders. Sherry
also e-mailed a photo of a rose-breasted grosbeak, which
I occasionally see west of I-25. In recent years, sightings of this bird have been infrequent, a serious concern
noted by local birders. The location was interesting because she lives east of I-25 in Woodmoor where none
have been reported for quite some time.
In the United States, birding is the fastest-growing
hobby and attracting backyard birds is a craze that is
sweeping the country. My conversations often turn into
discussions on how to attract birds, and I enjoy sharing
methods Randy and I use.

Feeding and landscaping

Feeding and landscaping are the two methods we employ. For those who seek immediate gratification, providing watering stations, continually stocking feeders
and treats, and keeping nesting boxes clean and diseasefree work well.
It works for us only because Randy is methodical
about stocking feeders and birdbaths. I’m more of an observer than a doer, so I prefer to attract birds to plants in
our landscape, and in the long run, I believe this maybe a
more sustainable approach to attracting birds.

Bird feeders

We use a few types of feeders. My favorite is a hopperstyle feeder with two glass sides and a removable top for
refilling. As birds consume the seeds, more seeds fall out
onto an edged platform where birds perch while eating.
An even simpler feeder is a platform mounted on top of
a metal pole where seeds are placed on top of it. Both
attract birds.
My objection to the platform feeder is that a predator
can easily get a little bird, whereas the hopper provides

Above: Rose breasted and evening grosebeaks
taking turns at a backyard feeder in Woodmoor.
Photo by Sherry Sieg.

Above: Lazuli bunting making a rare backyard
appearance in Palmer Lake. Photo by Kathy Swango.

some protection. Randy’s objection to both these feeders
is squirrels. He prefers a squirrel-proof variation where
the door closes with the weight of a squirrel. Did I say
squirrel proof? In truth, we haven’t found such a feeder.
Many seed mixtures are available, but we only use the
black oil and stripped sunflower seeds because we find
that millet attract starlings, my least favorite bird.
Another type of feeder is a tube feeder. We use two
types: one for liquids to attract hummingbirds and the
other we fill with nyjer thistle seed to attract finches
and grosbeaks. We locate the thistle feeder under a tall
scrub oak in a quiet area of our yard away from the other
feeders. Hummingbird feeders are located near our deck
because hummingbirds don’t seem to mind us watching
them. Oddly, we find hummers nesting in the scrub oaks
near the thistle feeder!

Bird treats

Randy sets out an assortment of treats, including suet
cakes, fruit, nuts, and meal worms (to attract bluebirds)
that have been effective in attracting many species. Randy’s favorite is the bluebirds that return to the same nesting box every year. If we don’t have it out in time for
their arrival, they will circle our yard till we put it out.
Water
The sight and sound of water attracts birds, so we
have several birdbaths. Our newest one has a mister, and
the birds love it. When birds are drinking and bathing,
they are more vulnerable to predators, especially cats. So

Above: A great horned owl. Photo by John Heiser
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we locate ours in areas where cats can’t easily hide. We
still lose some birds to wandering cats, but at least the
birds have some chance of escaping the cats.
Water is as important as food for birds, but a note
of caution: Water should not be allowed to stagnate, because birds (and people) are susceptible to the West Nile
virus spread by mosquitoes that breed in standing water.

Landscaping

As you might imagine, feeding and watering is maintenance intense. A more sustainable method is to landscape
with trees, shrubs, and flowers to naturally attract birds
and butterflies. It’s more sustainable because the birds
won’t leave when you’re on vacation.

Trees

For most songbirds, the rigors of survival take place under cover, so providing cover increases the possibility of
them nesting in your yard. First, consider where you live
and what types of plants are already in your area and
established in your yard. Micro-climates, sun angle, and
soil and moisture conditions vary considerably between
Gleneagle and Palmer Lake.
On the Divide, coniferous trees that tend to be must

successful are the ponderosa pine, Colorado spruce, and
cedar. All provide good cover and a source of food for
birds. Deciduous trees that attract birds include scrub
oak, mountain ash, hawthorn, serviceberry, American
plum, and crabapple, most of which will require supplemental watering. Due to fire danger here, it is recommended that trees be planted at least 30 feet away from
a structure.

Shrubs

Many songbirds nest at the edge of a forest in shrubs
that grow between open meadows and tall trees. They
provide cover for nesting birds to hide from predators.
My favorite ornamental shrubs is the old-style French
lilac, which is not on any bird lists but I’m amazed at the
diversity of birds and butterflies that are attracted to it in
summer and winter. This variety grows tall and can be
shaped into a small tree.
Other shrubs for consideration include junipers,
gamble oak, sumac, chokecherry, Korean lilac, honeysuckle, viburnum, dogwood, and spirea. All shrubs attract birds, so plant the ones that will survive in your
yard.

Flowers

Our variety of native wildflowers is one reason birds fly
to the Palmer Divide. Flowers provide nectar and attract
insects: both are necessary for nesting songbirds. We use
a wildflower mix formulated for our area. Some flowers
must be reseeded annually while others, like blue flax,
reappear each spring.
Over the years, we have planted many perennials
and continue to try new ones. Some of my favorites include daylily, coneflower, aster, Russian sage, delphinium, yarrow, salvia, iceplant, soapwort, and the list goes
on. We have found that the hummer’s favorite flower is
monarda, often called bee balm.
We are always looking for new ways to attract birds,
but sometimes a bird will just show up for no apparent
reason. Why the great horned owl came to John’s yard or
the pileated woodpecker stopped in our yard is anyone’s
guess!
Elizabeth Hacker is a writer and artist. E-mail her at
elizabethhacker@ocn.me to share bird pictures and
stories.

High Altitude Nature and Gardens (HANG)

Protect soil for best results
By Janet Sellers
Garden friends: fungi, forests and sunflowers
Warm days are here, so we can finally put in our spring
and early summer plants snow-free! Many sow seeds
or plants for summer now. Do protect the soil fungi for
success. Soil is a living material that has minerals and
organisms with gases and water in between. My favorite
helper is aged live compost.
Ja Schindler, researcher at Fungi for the People,
says, “Many factors determine the balance of organisms,
and the fate of the soil itself. In Nature, the water content,
temperature, and pH control the direction of ongoing activities. Anthropocentrically speaking, human activity
and interest often affect the fate, as we have invested interests in soil and its health.”
The health of the soil begets the richest support for
our gardens and proven results. Plants and fungi have
evolved over millions of years together to create their
relationship of plant and microbe diversity. Our forests
and wild places are intact ecosystems that are home to

the greatest gene pool for this; most are yet to be studied
because our understanding of fungi has been based on
cultivated mushrooms.
Did you know plants can help heal the soil? Sunflowers at the Fukushima nuclear accident site and rafts
of sunflowers floating in the pond at the Chernobyl nuclear accident site decontaminate the areas of cesium,
and will be disposed of safely. The search is on for bioremediation for glyphosate contamination from herbicides
such as Roundup.
Dr. Stephanie Seneff, senior research scientist at
MIT, in recent years has coauthored a number of papers
exploring links between glyphosate and human health
problems. The glyphosate goes through the plant, to the
roots and into the soil, effectively killing the plant but
also the vital microorganisms in the soils, and available
evidence shows the harm going to the human gut biome
as well. Penn State University has made studies on successful organic herbicides that are safe around kids and
pets that use a compound of vinegar and clove oil (cin-

namon oil also works).
The safest removal for garden weeds is to hand pick
them or mow to 4-6 inches before they flower. As a green
mulch, this length of grass or weeds protects soil from
wind and water, is good between raised beds, and will
slow weed propagation.
Pretty but deadly plants in our local hiking areas:
death camas, western water hemlock, larkspur, locoweed, lupine, poison oak, poison ivy, sumac, and myrtle spurge in Woodmoor roadsides. Wearing protective
clothing, remove by hand weeding.
Also, the Palmer Lake noxious weed group meets at
9 a.m. on the second and fourth Saturdays at the Town
Hall.
Janet Sellers is an avid nature and garden enthusiast.
For local high-altitude nature and garden information
collected just for you, visit facebook.com/MonumentCommunityGarden. Janet can be reached at
JanetSellers@ocn.me.

Art Matters

Outdoor art and nature
By Janet Sellers
This time of year, we can go outdoors on most days—or
the sunny parts of them—and hike, paint, or photograph
to our heart’s content. I take mental pictures as I walk,
and in my paintings I can edit things into and out of the
art.
The amazing part is that in painting out of doors,
plein air, the art is vastly different than when done from a
photo or indoors in the studio. There are urgency and vibrancy to the art, not to mention the fact that the sunshine
offers true colors to the viewer, and for the artist that
means better use of light and color. And an overcast day
is also a good day to paint or photograph art or people,
as the colors are true and the shadows are becoming to
the subject.
I’ve been working on a series of forest paintings,
very big ones and very small ones, and researching forest habitat and health as I do it. I’ve always found that
creativity in art and creativity in life are closely related.
Both require adaptation, resilience, imagination, and
support to thrive. The forest has shown me the same
motivations, in great harmony and constant activity. Our
forests support our wildlife and offer us recreation and
peace, all the while with a mysterious beauty to consider.
Our May 18 Art Hop was snowed out by a foot of
snow, so four local arts venues created an art evening the
following Thursday and there were a surprising number
of attendees. I dropped by Bella Art and Frame to visit
with photographer Kim McFadden-Effinger. We chatted
about her recent travels to Honduras on behalf of a water
project. Fluent in Spanish, she had been a Peace Corps
volunteer in El Salvador and had worked in Mexico City.
Her current exhibit displays aspects of her travels and
her keen eye for the intimacies of daily life in the places
she’s visited.

Art events

Art Hop is a monthly art event on the third Thursday of
each summery month in Historic Monument, like a popup art fair. We’ll showcase these and local arts venues.
Art Hop: Act 2 DIY from thrift shop finds. 245 N. Jefferson St.
Bella Art and Frame Gallery, June 1-26, Douglas
Mann art exhibit. 183 Washington St.
Santa Fe Trail Jewelry, June 15, Local Artists Pop Up
shop; Janet Sellers demonstrates plein air watercolors in the courtyard. 106 Second St.
Janet Sellers is a Colorado artist, writer, and teacher.
Her artworks are exhibited in Colorado cities and galleries; she teaches art locally. JanetSellers@ocn.me

Above: From left, Steve Castle, Donna Merrifield, Kim
McFadden-Effinger, and Maggie Williamson talk about
McFadden-Effinger’s travels and her photography
show at Bella Art and Frame. Photo by Janet Sellers

Snapshots of Our Community
Pine Forest Show gets better with age

Above: Second Vice President of Special
Events Andrea Keough, left, and Bakery Chair
Becky Hassler pose in the bake shop during
the show. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

By Harriet Halbig
The 41st annual Pine Forest Show and Sale, sponsored by the
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club, was held on May 6 and 7 at LewisPalmer High School.
The show has grown and evolved through the years from
a handmade craft show and an antiques show to its newest iteration, which includes antiques, plants for the garden, home
décor, artwork, bird feeders, glass repair, and food trucks. The
ever-popular bake shop featured a variety of items prepared by
club members.
The club supports the activities of local schools and organizations through a grant program funded by this show and other
events. This year’s show featured 85 vendors and earned about
$20,000. Attendance was estimated at 736. The show was cochaired by Andrea Keough and Cindi Monahan. ■
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Wildfire Leadership Summit

Pack for the Platte

Above: Carley Lehman and Judy Rickman identified their neighborhoods on a map
at the countywide Neighborhood Wildfire Leadership Summit on May 6 at Tri-Lakes
United Methodist Church. The goal was to encourage individuals to get training
and help their neighborhoods find ways to do wildfire risk reduction work in an
ongoing and sustainable way and teach “Ready-Set-Go” emergency preparedness
planning to the residents. Speakers included Robin Adair, El Paso County Office
of Emergency Management; Jamey Bumgarner, fire marshal, Tri-Lakes Monument
Fire Protection District; André Mouton, leader, Emergency Preparedness Group
of Tri-Lakes United Methodist Church and emergency manager for the Air Force
Academy; and Steve VanderWerf, El Paso County District 3 commissioner. KRDO
News 13 aired a story about the event, and they also had visits from the El Paso
County Wildland Fire Team, our region’s Homeland Security representative, and
Byron Spinney of Hope Restored. For more information to make your neighborhood
safer, contact your fire district or robinadair@elpasoco.com. Photo by Lisa Hatfield.

Above: The Arduous Pack Test: Can you go 3 miles in 45 minutes—carrying 45
pounds!? The May 7 “Pack for the Platte” pack test on the Santa Fe Trail included
Mine Rescue Team members from the Newmont CC&V Mine in Cripple Creek
who needed to be recertified in this test, the same one wildland firefighting crews
must conquer to be ready for deployments during wildfire season. The event was
a fundraiser for the Coalition for the Upper South Platte (CUSP), which strives to
protect watersheds for wildlife, drinking water, and recreational use. Funds raised
went to CUSP’s Wildland Fire Team. CUSP also sponsored fire risk-reduction
chipping work in Palmer Lake the same weekend. For more information, contact
Rachel@cusp.ws, 719-748-0033, www.cusp.ws/P4P. Photo by Lisa Hatfield.

Pikes Peak Antique Machinery Days at WMMI

Above: The Western Museum of Mining and Industry (WMMI) hosted the first
annual Pikes Peak Antique Machinery Days on the weekend of May 12. Attractions
included a silent auction, antique tractor pull, antique engines and tractors, and

operating steam engines. Folks big and small could enjoy a “barrel train” ride
around the grounds and displays of the antique tractors and vintage cars at the
WMMI. Photo by John Howe.

Palmer Lake Glow Run
Left: The clear sky, remains of a warm day, and lazy sunset of Saturday, May 13 made the perfect conditions for an evening at Palmer
Lake. About 75 community members gathered for a brightly glowing
jaunt around the lake during the second annual Palmer Lake Glow Run.
As participants gathered and waited for the sun to set, they activated
glowing gear while being entertained by a DJ who came equipped
with his own light show to get things started. Cries of “On your mark,
get set, glow!” sent babies in strollers, kids, adults, and even dogs
walking, running, and skipping around the lake. Participants were encouraged by cheerleaders and a canopy of blinking lights around the
lake. A food truck and candy store (with glowing candy, of course)
were at the finish line. Prizes were awarded not to the fastest runner,
but to the runner with the most glow-gear. Participants received glowin-the-dark T-shirts with the slogan, “Everything is brighter in Palmer
Lake.” Proceeds from the event support the Palmer Lake Fourth of
July celebration and fireworks. Pictured at left: Glow-clad participants
wait for the start of the second annual Palmer Laker Glow Run. Photo
by Erin Poole.
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Billy Bob Thornton at TLCA
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WMMI Picnic ‘N’ Planes

Above: The Western Museum of Mining & Industry’s hilltop provided a 360-degree
view of the flight acrobatics of the Air Force Thunderbirds. Information on WMMI is
at www.wmmi.org. Photo by David Futey. See additional photo on page 1.

Memorial Day in Monument

Above: On May 9, Billy Bob Thornton and the Boxmasters rocked their sold-out
concert at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA). Thornton, an Oscar and Golden
Globe award-winning actor, holds singing, songwriting, and drumming as his first
passion. Even though this was the Boxmasters’ final performance of 31 concerts
in 37 days, the energy emanating from the stage was palpable and enthralling.
Thornton forewarned the audience that we “are not a country-western band” and
will “call audibles depending on the venue,” as they have played casinos, outdoor
venues, and rock ‘n’ roll clubs in this tour. During the nearly two-hour set, Thornton
engaged the audience through conversation and with the background inspiration on
the band’s original songs, from life experiences growing up in his native Arkansas,
living in Glendale, Calif., to socio-political statements. Influenced by “Memphis
blues, Southern California surf and British Invasion ‘60s music,” the band played
songs from their new album, Tea Surfing, and previous releases. Information on
upcoming events at the TLCA is at www.trilakesarts.org. Photo by David Futey.

Wreath Presentation Ceremony: Representative Terri Carver, House District 20;
Colonel, USAF (retired); and representatives of VFW Post 7829 Auxiliary and TriLakes Leo Club. Photo by Jim Kenrick. See additional photo on page 1.

Above: World War II veteran Wayne Bowe. Photo by Jim Kendrick.
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Our Community Notices
By Judy Barnes, Events Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates
or times are often changed after publication. Please
double-check the time and place of any event you wish to
attend by calling the information number for that event.

Free wildfire risk home assessments
for Palmer Lake residents

The Coalition for the Upper South Platte (CUSP) is partnering
with the Town of Palmer Lake and the Palmer Lake Volunteer
Fire Department to offer free home assessments to make sitespecific recommendations to reduce wildfire risk. To schedule
a home assessment, phone 719-748-0033.

Slash-Mulch season is underway

The El Paso County Black Forest Slash and Mulch program
will accept slash (tree and brush debris only) through Sept.
10. Mulch will be available until Sept. 23 or when mulch runs
out. Hours of operation are: Saturdays, 7 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sundays, noon-4 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 5-7:30

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
TOWN OF MONUMENT ROOFING PROJECT 2017
Notice Inviting Proposals
The Town of Monument is requesting proposals to
reroof Old Town Hall/Chamber of Commerce Offices located at 166 Second Street, Monument, CO 80132. Proposals will be received by the Town of Monument’s Director of Public Works, 645 Beacon Lite Road, 2nd Floor,
Monument, CO 80132 until June 12, 2017 at 2:00 PM,
at which time they will be opened.
A MANDATORY PRE-SUBMITTAL CONFERENCE and
SITE VISIT will be held on June 7, 2017 at 9:00 AM. All
interested contractors should meet at the Monument
Town Hall Auditorium (645 Beacon Lite Road). A walkthrough of the site and identification of the items listed in
the scope of work attached to this document will be conducted by Town Staff. Only firms attending this conference will be considered for the award of this work.
Each proposal must be accompanied by a Proposal
Guaranty consisting of a Bid Bond, in the amount of the
total amount of the bidder’s bid proposal, without conditions, payable to the TOWN OF MONUMENT.
The bid package, including plans and specifications,
is available on the Town of Monument website at www.
townofmonument.org, or in hard copy at the Front Desk
of Monument Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road, Monument, CO.
Any questions regarding this Request for Proposals
should be directed to Thomas Tharnish, Town of Monument Director of Public Works at (719) 884-8039 or via
email at ttharnish@tomgov.org.
Proposals received after the time announced for the
opening will not be considered.
By Order of the Town of Monument.
Publication Date: May 26, 2017
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
TOWN OF MONUMENT ASPHALT OVERLAY PROJECT
Notice Inviting Proposals
The Town of Monument is requesting proposals to
mill and overlay streets in the Downtown section of
Monument, CO. Proposals will be received by the Town
of Monument’s Engineering Assistant, 645 Beacon Lite
Road, 2nd Floor, Monument, CO 80132 until June 23,
2017 at 2:00 PM, at which time they will be opened.
A MANDATORY PRE-SUBMITTAL CONFERENCE and
SITE VISIT will be held on June 16, 2017 at 2:00 PM. All
interested contractors should meet at the Monument
Town Hall Auditorium (645 Beacon Lite Road). A walkthrough of the site and identification of the items listed in
the scope of work attached to this document will be conducted by Town Staff. Only firms attending this conference will be considered for the award of this work.
Each proposal must be accompanied by a Proposal
Guaranty consisting of a Bid Bond, in the amount of the
total amount of the bidder’s bid proposal, without conditions, payable to the TOWN OF MONUMENT.
The bid package, including plans and specifications,
is available on the Town of Monument website at www.
townofmonument.org, or in hard copy at the Front Desk
of Monument Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road, Monument, CO.
Any questions regarding this Request for Proposals
should be directed to Tom Martinez, Town of Monument
Engineering Assistant at (719) 884-8036 or via email at
tmartinez@tomgov.org.
Proposals received after the time announced for the
opening will not be considered.
By Order of the Town of Monument.
Publication Date: May 26, 2017

p.m. The mulch loader schedule is Saturdays only, 7 a.m.-4
p.m. The cost for slash is $2 per load. The mulch loader fee is
$5 per bucket, about 2 cubic yards. The slash and mulch site is
located at the southeast corner of Shoup and Herring Roads in
the Black Forest area. For more information, visit bfslash.org
or phone Carolyn, 495-3127; Chuck, 495-8675; Jeff, 495-8024;
or the County Environmental Division, 520-7878.

Clerk’s office proposes precinct and
commissioner district boundary changes,
comment by June 24

Clerk and Recorder Chuck Broerman presented proposed
changes to precincts and commissioner district lines within El
Paso County at the Board of County Commissioners meeting
May 25. Citizens can share their opinions on the proposals to
change the commissioner district lines during a 30-day public
comment period. All five county commissioner districts are
subject to population adjustments no more than once every
two years. According to Colorado law, commissioner districts must be relatively equal in population, and the existing
deviation between districts is just over 3 percent. Electronic
versions of the precinct map and the three options for county
commissioner district lines is available online at http://car.
elpasoco.com. Public comments about the proposed changes
should be sent by 11:59 p.m., June 24, to Mattie Albert at MattieAlbert@elpasoco.com or 520-6226.

Tri-Lakes Y Summer Swim Camps,
register now

For children 6-12 years old, Mon.-Thu. sessions through July
31, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Cost: $95 members/$120 non-members.
Financial assistance is available. For more information, call
481-8728 or stop by the YMCA, 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy.,
Monument.

Woodmoor Waves Summer Swim Clinics,
enroll now

Two three-week swim sessions will be held at the Country
Club at Woodmoor, 18945 Pebble Beach Way, Monument.
Classes are Mon., Wed., & Thu., 10-10:45 a.m., June 5-22 and
July 10-27. Registration forms are available at the pool or online at www.woodmoorwaves.org. See the ad on page 18 for
$5 off. For more information, contact Chris Bains, 303-5060089, cbains@aol.com.

Become a host family in July

Host a student from Spain, France, Germany, or Italy this July.
The family will receive a stipend to support activities. For details, contact 481-4412, www.xploreUSA.org.

Nonprofits form Northern El Paso County
Nonprofit Council

Twelve of the region’s nonprofit organizations’ leaders met
May 17 to explore the benefits of establishing a nonprofit
council. This initiative and initial meeting were led by the
Monument Hill Kiwanis Club (MHKC) and hosted by the
Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce. R F Smith, president
of MHKC, noted increasing demand for services for needy
families and individuals along with concurrent growth in the
number of nonprofits serving the region. The ultimate goal of
the new council is to have the nonprofits (churches, schools,
and service organizations) collaborate to maximize the services and financial support available to needy families and
individuals. The group agreed to meet quarterly, with the next
meeting planned for early August. The council welcomes all
nonprofit organizations to join. For more information, contact
Rich Strom, 481-0943, or email rsappraisals_6@msn.com.

Monument Academy now enrolling
for 2017-18 school year

Monument Academy, a free public school of choice, features
academic excellence, award-winning programs, and more. For
more information or to schedule a tour, call 481-1950 or visit
www.monumentacademy.net.

St. Peter Catholic School now enrolling for
the 2017-18 school year

The school offers full and half-day preschool, Core Knowledge Curriculum with small class sizes, Christ-centered education, athletics, and more for preschool-eighth grade. Call or
visit: 124 First St., Monument; 481-1855; www.petertherock.
org.

Pinon Pines residents needed for
Citizens Advisory Council

Forest Lakes Metropolitan District (FLMD) seeks five Pinon
Pines residents to serve on a Citizens Advisory Council. The
council will serve as a forum for Pinon Pines residents to learn
about district issues and to advise FLMD on resident issues.
If you are interested in serving on this advisory council to
FLMD, please contact your HOA administrator, Steve Emery
of Hammersmith Management, at 719-389-0700.

Plant a row for Tri-Lakes Cares

Local gardeners from the Monument Community Garden encourage all gardeners in the area to plant a row in their vegetable garden for the Tri-Lakes Cares food pantry. Find out more
at facebook.com /Monument community garden. To arrange
a time to drop off your harvest when it’s ready, call 481-4864.

Parkinson’s support group forming

CORRECTED PUBLIC NOTICE
2017-2018 FISCAL YEAR SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET
Notice is hereby given that a proposed budget has been
submitted to the Board of Education of Lewis-Palmer
Consolidated School District No. 38 for the fiscal year
beginning July 1, 2017, and ending June 30, 2018, and is
available for public inspection at the District Administration Office. A public hearing on the proposed budget will
be held during the regular meeting of the Board of Education of said District at the Administration Office, 146 Jefferson Street, Monument, Colorado, on June 20, 2017, at
6:00 pm. Such proposed budget will be considered for
adoption at the same meeting following the public hearing. Any person paying school taxes in said District may
at any time prior to the final adoption of the budget file or
register his/her objections thereto.
Dated: May 22, 2017
/s/ Mark Pfoff, Secretary, Board of Education, LewisPalmer Consolidated Schools, El Paso County School
District No. 38, Monument, Colorado 80132
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
LEWIS-PALMER SCHOOL DISTRICT 38
WAIVER REQUEST
Pursuant to C.R.S. § 22-2-117, Lewis-Palmer
School District 38 is requesting a waiver from the State
Board of Education from C.R.S. § 22-30.5-107(1)(b) regarding the deadline for filing a charter school application.
District 38 desires to change the charter school application filing deadline from October 1 to April 30 for a charter
applicant to be eligible for consideration for opening in the
fall of the following calendar year.
The District 38 Board of Education will consider the
waiver request at a public hearing on July 18, 2017, at
5:00 p.m. at the District 38 administration building, located at 146 Jefferson Street in Monument.
Public comment will be welcome at this hearing.
For more information, please visit the District 38 announcements webpage at http://www.lewispalmer.org/
domain/33.
Dated: May 15, 2017
/s/ Mark Pfoff, Secretary, Board of Education, LewisPalmer Consolidated Schools, El Paso County School
District No. 38, Monument, Colorado 80132

The Silver Alliance Senior Center is looking for family and
friends who would be interested in participating in a monthly
Parkinson’s support group. Day and time will be determined
if there is enough interest. The meetings will be held at the
senior center. Please contact Sue: 719-464-6873, or John Hobson: 719-368-7833.

Free transportation and
handyman services for seniors

Mountain Community Senior Services offers free transportation and handyman services to Tri-Lakes seniors. If you need
a ride to a medical appointment, grocery shopping, or the local
senior lunches, a volunteer driver will be happy to help you.
Call 488-0076 to leave a message for the dispatcher. If you
need grab bars in the bathroom, a ramp to your door, or repair
of stairs or railings, please call Cindy Rush, 488-0076, and
leave a message or visit www.coloradoseniorhelp.com.

Volunteer drivers needed for seniors’
transportation service

Mountain Community Transportation for Seniors is a nonprofit, grant-funded organization that provides free transportation to Tri-Lakes seniors 60 years old and over. The program
needs additional volunteer drivers. For information, email
MCSS at mcseniorservices@gmail.com or call the MCSS dispatch hotline at 488-0076.

Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Senior Center,
new expanded hours

The Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Senior Citizens Center is next
to the Lewis-Palmer High School Stadium (across from the
YMCA). With the addition of 16 morning exercise classes, the
new hours are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Saturday, 8:45-10 a.m.; and Sunday, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. The facility
has a lounge, craft room, game room, and multipurpose room.
Programs include bridge, pinochle, bingo, National Mahjongg, Zumba, Line Dancing, Yoga, Chair Yoga, Tai Chi, Pilates, Total Body Strength, Better Balance and Strength, and
many more! There’s also ping-pong, Wii video games, puzzles
and board games, refreshments, a lending library, computers
with Internet connections, and an information table. For information about programs for seniors, visit www.TriLakesSeniors.org or call Sue Walker, 719-330-0241.

Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free

Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of information for
local seniors, including the daily menu of the senior lunches
offered Mon.-Fri. at the Mountain Community Mennonite
Church, 643 Hwy. 105, Palmer Lake. It also contains the
schedule of the classes and events for the month at the Senior Citizens Center and senior-friendly library programs. To
subscribe, send an email with your name and mailing address

Page 29

Saturday, June 3, 2017
to SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior Beat can also be
viewed online at www.TriLakesSeniors.org.

Help the Black Forest Animal Sanctuary
(BFAS) rescue animals

Southern Colorado Animal Rescue BFAS is an animal rescue
and rehab farm that has been helping animals since 1994. The
all-volunteer organization has rescued thousands of horses,
farm animals, dogs, cats, and various small wild animals and
birds. BFAS provides rescue operations, adoption programs,
foster and sponsorship programs, a student/horse education
program, service dogs to veterans, and local and national
rescue efforts. They also work with local schools and scouts.
Donations are needed for supplies, and volunteers are needed
for day-to-day operations. To find out how you can help, call

494-0158, email BFASFarm@gmail.com, or visit www.bfasfarm.org.

County launches new community website

Check out all the interesting county data available for you at
http://community.spatialest.com/co/elpaso/.

CSU Extension launches
“Your Energy” website and blog

The Colorado State University Extension now has a “Your
Energy” website to help Coloradans make more informed energy decisions. The site includes decision tools, fact sheets,
and a blog. The decision tools can help you figure out energy
savings from using more efficient lighting, low-flow showerheads, heating and cooling systems, water heaters, and more.

Other tools can help you understand how much you spend on
heating, cooling, and baseload electricity and your bottom
line if you install a wind turbine or solar array. Visit the site at
http://yourenergy.extension.colostate.edu/.

Free gun-lock kit

The Monument Police Department is offering free firearm
safety kits to local residents through a partnership with Project ChildSafe, the nationwide firearms safety education program. Each kit contains gun safety information and a cablestyle gun lock that fits most types of handguns, rifles, and
shotguns. The Police Department administrative offices at
645 Beacon Lite Rd. are open Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Drop by during those times to pick up a free gun-lock kit. For
information, phone 481-3253. ■

Our Community Calendar
By Judy Barnes, Community Calendar Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates
or times are often changed after publication. Please
double-check the time and place of any event you wish to
attend by calling the info number for that event.
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G O V E R N M E N TA L B O D I E S

Forest Lakes Metropolitan District Board Meeting,
Mon., Jun. 5, 10 a.m., 6385 Corporate Dr., Suite 200,
Colo. Springs. Meets 1st Mon. each month. Info: 3275810
Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Jun. 5,
6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon Lite Rd.,
Monument. Meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each month. Info:
884-8017.
El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, Tue.,
Jun. 6, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off Union Blvd
& Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. (if required) each
month. Info: 520-6300, http://adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp.
D-38 Informational Meeting for Potential School
Board Candidates, Tue., Jun. 6, 5 p.m., Community
Room, D-38 Administration Building, 146 Jefferson St.,
Monument. John Mann, past Board president, will host
the meeting for citizens interested in running for the
School Board in the November 2017 election. Seats for
Director District 1 and Director District 3 will be on this
election ballot. Info: Vicki Wood, secretary to the Board
of Education, 481-9546, VWood@lewispalmer.org.
D-38 LPSD’s Home School Enrichment Academy
Open House, Thu., Jun. 8, 1-3 p.m., 66 N. Jefferson St.,
Monument. Info: 488-4700.
Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting, Thu., Jun. 8, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525.
Monument Academy School Board Meeting, Thu.,
Jun. 8, 6 p.m., school library, 1150 Village Ridge Point,
Monument. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-1950,
www.monumentacademy.net/school-board.
Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Jun. 8,
6:30 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent.
Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953, www.
townofpalmerlake.com.
Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee
Meeting, Tue., Jun. 13, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell Ave.
Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 481-4053.
Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Tue.,
Jun. 13, 5 p.m., 15275 Struthers Rd. Meets 2nd Tue. each
month. Info: 488-6868.
Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Wed., Jun. 14, 10 a.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd
Wed. each month. Info: 481-2732.
Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, Wed.,
Jun. 14, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953, www.
townofpalmerlake.com.
Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed.,
Jun. 14, 6:30 p.m.. Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon
Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info:
884-8017.
Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon, Jun. 19,
6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon Lite Rd.,
Monument. Meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each month. Info:
884-8017.
El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, Tue.,
Jun. 20, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off Union Blvd
& Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. (if required) each
month. Info: 520-6300, http://adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp.
Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting,
Tue., Jun. 20, 6 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St.,
Monument. A public hearing on the proposed budget is
scheduled. Normally meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info:
488-4700.
Wescott Fire Protection District Board Meeting, Tue.,
Jun. 20, 6:30 p.m., Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Meets
3rd Tue. each month. Info: 488-8680.
Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, Wed.,
Jun. 21, 9 a.m., 130 2nd St. Now meets 3rd Wed. each
month. Info: 481-4886.
Academy Water and Sanitation District Board Meeting, Wed., Jun. 21, 6 p.m., Wescott Fire Station 1, 15415
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Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 4810711.
Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed.,
Jun. 21, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953, www.
townofpalmerlake.com.
Donala Water & Sanitation District Public Meeting,
Thu., Jun. 22, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr., Colorado
Springs. Normally meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 4883603.
Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting,
Wed., Jun. 28, 6 p.m., Monument Sanitation District
board room, 130 Second St. Meets 4th Wed. each month,
Info: 488-2110, www.fvawd.com.
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Board
Meeting, Wed., Jun. 28, 6:30 p.m., TLMFPD Station 1,
18650 Hwy 105. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: Jennifer Martin, 484-0911, www.tlmfire.org.
Woodmoor Improvement Association Board Meeting,
Wed., Jun. 28, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor
Dr. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-2693, www.
woodmoor.org.

LOCAL LIBRARY EVENTS

●
●

For library events, see the library events column
on page 23 and visit www.ppld.org.

The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. Info:
481-2587, www.ppld.org.
The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-Thu.,
9 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5 p.m.
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.
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W E E K LY A N D M O N T H LY E V E N T S
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Monument Hill Farmers Market, every Sat., 8 a.m.-2
p.m., In front of the D-38 Administration Building at 2nd
and Jefferson St., Downtown Monument. Park behind the
administration building or in the Catholic Church parking lot. Playground for the kids. Many new vendors plus
all your old favorites! Info: 592-9420.
Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting, every Sat., 8 a.m., new meeting place, D-38 Administration
Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Guests are welcome to the weekly meetings that feature speakers on a
variety of topics and a free buffet breakfast. Join the 140+
men and women of the Tri-Lakes area who work together
on projects to support our community. Info: Bob Hayes,
481-9693, www.monumenthillkiwanis.org.
Monument Community Yoga, every Sat., 9 a.m.,
Woodmoor Community Center, 1691 Woodmoor Dr.,
Monument. All levels. Cost: cash donation. Info: BePresentYogaLLC@gmail.com.
Bingo by the American Legion, every Sat., game sales
start at 6 p.m., games start at 7 p.m., the Depot Restaurant, in Palmer Lake. Proceeds go to scholarships and
other community support activities. Info: 481-8668,
www.americanlegiontrilakespost911.com/bingo.htm.
Watercolor Painting Demo, with art class afterward,
every Sat.-Sun., 3-5 p.m. For watercolor art for fun and
good health, join Janet Sellers and get free local scene
coloring pages while she demos at local cultural, coffee,
and food spots. RSVP & Info: janetsellers10@gmail.
com, 357-7454.
Tri-Lakes United Methodist Church Worship Hours,
every Sun., 8, 9:30, & 11 a.m., Sunday school, all ages,
9:30 a.m., 20256 Hunting Downs Way, Monument. Info:
488-1365, www.tlumc.org.
Tri-Lakes Reformed Church Sunday Worship, every Sun., 9:45 a.m., Woodmoor Community Center,
1691 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Info: www.trilakesreformed.org.
Cathedral Rock Church Sunday Service, every Sun.,
10 a.m., Tri-Lakes YMCA, 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy,
Monument. Info: www.cathedralrockchurch.org.
Tai-Chi Class, every Mon., 9-10:30 a.m., Palmer Lake
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Cost: $5. Drop-ins welcome. Info: 481-2953, www.townofpalmerlake.com.
Seniors: Tai Chi Classes, every Mon., 11–noon, Senior
Center at Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the
YMCA). This soft, slow, and gentle form of exercise has
many benefits. Registration required. $3 suggested donation. RSVP & Info: 464-6873.
Tai Chi for Health and Wellness Classes, every Mon.,
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noon-1 p.m., Dance Art Academy, 13866 Gleneagle Dr.
Info: 232-1618, sifumo@whitecranetaichi.net.
Seniors Monday Movie Matinee, every Mon., 1-4 p.m.,
Tri-Lakes Senior Center located on Lewis-Palmer High
School campus. Free movies and snacks. See the schedule of films in Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Senior Beat.
Sew Motion Knitting & Crochet Social Group, every
Mon., 3-5 p.m., 862 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Drop in,
work on your yarn related projects, meet some new likeminded friends. No membership fee, no obligation. Info:
481-1565, www.sew-motion.com.
Artfully Speaking Toastmasters, every Mon., 5:45
p.m., DeVry University, 1175 Kelly Johnson Blvd., room
13. Info: Jon Walsh, 640-9428; www.artfullyspeaking.
toastmastersclubs.org.
Women’s A.A. Step Study, every Mon., 6 p.m. Family
of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. Info: 4810431.
Yin Yoga Classes, every Mon., 6:30-7:45 p.m., Yoga
Pathways Studio, 755 Hwy 105, West End Center, Suite A
(3⁄4 mile west of Safeway). A slow yoga practice; all levels welcome. First class always free. Info: Deb Harano,
338-8467; DimensionsYoga@gmail.com.
Monument Hill Kiwanis Bingo, every Mon., 7:30 pm,
Carefree Bingo, 3440 N. Carefree Circle, Colo. Springs.
All proceeds benefit those in need in the Tri-Lakes Community. Info: mark.zeiger@gmail.com.
Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Mon.-Fri.,, 12-12:30
p.m., Mountain Community Mennonite Church, 643
Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. See the menu for the month in the
Senior Beat newsletter. A $2.25 donation is requested.
Stay for bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. Reservations are
requested, phone 884-2304.
Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI),
open Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m., daily guided tours at 10
a.m. and 1 p.m. Cost: $8 adults, $7 military/AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4 children 3-12, free to children under
3 & museum members. WMMI is located at 225 North
Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A). Info: 488-0880, info@
wmmi.org, www.wmmi.org.
Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Thrift Store, open Mon.Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 755 Hwy 105, Suite N, in the West
End Center. Seniors 62+ get a 20% discount on Wednesdays. All proceeds support Tri-Lakes Senior Programs.
To donate furniture, call 488-3495 for a pickup. Info:
www.TriLakesSeniors.org.
Tri-Lakes YMCA Senior Coffee, every Tue., 9:30-11:30
a.m., 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. Members
and non-members are welcome. Socialize, have coffee
and snacks in the front lobby. Free. Info: 630-2604, hbrandon@ppymca.org, www.ppymca.org.
Al-anon Meeting: Monument Serenity, every Tue.,
7:30-8:30 p.m., Ascent Church, (formerly the Tri-Lakes
Chapel) 1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monument. Info: Kay, 4819258.
Act II Thrift Shop, open Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.,
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Proceeds benefit Tri-Lakes area non-prof-
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Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME

its. Info: 487-3268, cara@mynothlandchurch.org, www.
mynorthlandchurch.org/act-ii.
Tai Chi for Health and Wellness Classes, every Wed.,
noon-1 p.m., Sundance Studio, 1450 Cipriani Loop, Monument. Info: 232-1618, sifumo@whitecranetaichi.net.
Palmer Divide Run Club Social Run, every Wed., 6
p.m., If you like to run or walk a 5K and enjoy local food
and beverages, join us! Info: PalmerDivideRunClub@
gmail.com, www.facebook.com/PalmerDivideRunClub/
Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Wednesday Night Fellowship Meal (Free) & Classes, every Wed., 6-7:30 p.m.,
20450 Beacon Lite Road, Monument (Corner of Beacon
Lite & County Line Roads). Info: 488-9613, gregsmith@
trilakeschurch.org, www.trilakeschurch.org.
Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10
a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek Rd.,
Monument. Info: Kay, 481-9258.
A.A. Big Book Study, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of
Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. Info: 4810431.
Tri-Lakes Land Use Committee Meeting, Mon., Jun.
5, 6:30-8:30 p.m., 166 2nd St., Monument. Get involved:
give input on proposed developments in the Tri-Lakes
area to influence the direction of growth. All are welcome. Meets 1st Mon. each month. Info: TriLakesluc@
gmail.com.
American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Jun. 6,
6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose St.,
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1st Tue.
each month. Info: 481-8668, www.americanlegiontrilakespost911.com.
Gleneagle Sertoma Luncheon Meeting, Wed., Jun. 7,
11:45 a.m.-1 p.m., Liberty Heights, 12105 Ambassador
Dr.,Colo. Interesting speakers and programs; all are welcome. Meets 1st & 3rd Wed. each month. Info: Garrett
Barton, 433-5396; Duane Gritzmaker, 481-2424; www.
gleneaglesertoma.org.
Senior Bingo, Thu., Jun. 8, Mountain Community Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake, after the senior lunch. Come for lunch at noon, then stay and play.
Free! Prizes! Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: Maggie
Nealon, 488-3037.
Bridge, Thu., Jun. 8, 1-4 p.m., Tri-Lakes Senior Center
located on Lewis-Palmer High School campus. Walk-ins
are welcome. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Reservation
suggested: call Judy, 626-399-2733.
Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Jun. 8, 6:30
p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Pebble Beach
Way, Monument. New members and visitors welcome.
Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: Ed Kinney, 4812750.
Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., Jun.
8, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west
of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 2nd Thu.
each month. Info: 481-3364.
La Leche League Meeting, Fri., Jun. 9, 10 a.m., Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Mothers, babies, and mothers-to-be are all invited. Meets 2nd
Fri. each month. Info: Kelley, 440-2477, kdghorashi@
gmail.com.
El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recycling
Collection Facility, Sat., Jun. 10, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 3255
Akers Dr., Colorado Springs. Open the 2nd Sat. each
month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 p.m., accepts porcelain fixtures, common recyclable items, household hazardous waste, various electronics, and TVs up to 19-inch
diagonal. Accepts documents from private households
for shredding, up to two legal paper-sized boxes. Bring
a nonperishable food item for Care and Share. Info: 5207878, http://adm.elpasoco.com/Environmental_Services/Solid_Waste_Management.
Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Jun. 10, 9 a.m., Mountain Community Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 105,
Palmer Lake. A variety of art programs are offered after
the social gathering and business meeting. Guests welcome. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: 487-1329, www.
palmerlakeartgroup.com.
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group, Sat., Jun. 10,
9:45-11:30 a.m., The First National Bank of Monument,
581 Hwy 105. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: Gail, 4813711.
Chess Nuts, Mon., Jun. 12, 5-9 p.m., Tri-Lakes Senior
Center. Any age, any skill. Learners welcome. Drop in
and leave when you want. Bring your own board and
pieces if you have them. Meets 2nd & 4th Mon. each
month. Info: www.TriLakesSeniors.org/chess.
Palmer Divide Photographers Group, Mon., Jun. 12, 7
p.m., Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. All are welcome. Meets 2nd Mon. each month.
Info: www.pdphotographers.com.
Tri-Lakes Chamber Monthly Education Series: Social Media 101 for Small Business, Tue., Jun. 13, 9 a.m.noon, 166 Second St., Monument. Learn how to increase
success in your business through the use of social media.
Register online, www.trilakeschamber.com/events-calendar.htm. Info: 481-3282.
Foot Care Clinic, Wed., Jun. 14, Senior Center located across the street from the Tri-Lakes YMCA, on the
Lewis-Palmer High School campus. A registered nurse
examines your feet and provides foot care advice, toenail
trimming. Cost: $30 for a 30-min. visit. Meets 2nd Wed.
and last Fri. each month, by appointment only. Info &
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appointments: call the Visiting Nurse Association, 5774448.
Black Forest AARP Potluck Lunch & Meeting, Wed.,
Jun. 14, noon, Black Forest Lutheran Church, 12455
Black Forest Rd. All ages welcome. Meets 2nd Wed.
each month. Info: Chuck, 749-9227, or www.aarpchapter1100blackforest.weebly.com.
Art Hop is back! Thu., Jun. 15, 5-8 p.m., Downtown
Monument west of I-25.The 3rd Thu. each month, MaySept., the galleries, restaurants, and boutiques of historic
downtown Monument stay open until 8 p.m. for a celebration featuring art openings, book signings, great food,
live music, and more. Info: 481-3282, www.monumentarthop.org.
Art Hop Book Signing at Covered Treasures Bookstore, Thu., Jun. 15, 5-8 p.m., 105 Second St., Monument. Brendan Leonard will sign The Great Outdoors,
A User’s Guide. Free, open to all. Info: 481-2665, www.
coveredtreasures.com.
Palmer Lake Historical Society: Hummingbirds, Up
Close and Personal, Thu., Jun. 15, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Jerry DalFerro shares the
fascinating world of hummingbirds with a slide show of
stunning photographs. Light refreshments after the presentation. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 559-0837,
www.palmerdividehistory.org.
Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Jun. 16, Senior Center located
across the street from the Tri-Lakes YMCA, on the
Lewis-Palmer High School campus. A registered nurse
examines your feet and provides foot care advice, toenail
trimming. Cost: $35 for a 30-min. visit. Meets 2nd Wed.,
3rd and last Fri. each month, by appointment only. Info &
appointments: call the Visiting Nurse Association, 5774448.
Drummers! Mon., Jun. 19, 6:30 p.m., summer location
in Limbach Park, Monument, next to the band shell. Free
and open to all ages. Bring any kind of drum or other
hand percussion instrument. Beginners welcome! Meets
3rd Mon. each month. Info: Nan, 466-1257.
Amateur Radio WØTLM (Tri-Lakes Monument Radio
Association), Mon., Jun. 19, 7 p.m. All amateur radio operators or those interested in becoming amateur radio operators are welcome. Meets 3rd Mon. Info: Joyce Witte,
661-9824, Joycewitte@gmail.com; www.W0TLM.com.
Senior Tea, Tue., Jun. 20, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at
Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the YMCA).
Come early to socialize, bring a salad or dessert to share.
Meat dishes and tea provided. Voluntary donations welcome. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Irene C., 4840517.
Fibromyalgia Support Group, Tue., Jun. 20, 5 p.m.,
Police Station, 7850 Goddard (1 block off Academy on
Kelly Johnson near Chapel Hills Mall), Community
Room just inside main entrance. A DVD will play 5-6
p.m.; meeting starts at 6 p.m. Share concerns and success stories and talk to a D.O. Learn how you can become
pain-free. No charge, no products sold. Meets 3rd Tue.
each month. Info: 481-2230.
Outpouring: TLUMC Supporting our Community,
Tue., Jun. 20, 7 p.m., back Barrel Room at Pikes Peak
Brewing Company, 1756 Lake Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Everyone is welcome. Meets 3rd Tue. each month.
Info: Mr. Lynn Weber 488-2832, LWeber1971@aol.com.
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Jun. 20, 7
p.m., Monument Hill Country Club 18945 Pebble Beach
Way, Monument. New members welcome. Meets 3rd
Tue. each month. Info: Post Commander Joe Carlson,
jcarlson@vfw7829.org, 488-1902, www.vfw7829.org.
Gleneagle Sertoma Luncheon Meeting, Wed., Jun. 21,
11:45 a.m.-1 p.m., Liberty Heights, 12105 Ambassador
Dr., (off Voyager Blvd in Colorado Springs). Interesting
speakers and programs; all are welcome. Meets 1st & 3rd
Wed. each month. Info: Garrett Barton, 433-5396; Duane
Gritzmaker, 481-2424; www.gleneaglesertoma.org.
Senior Bingo, Wed., Jun. 21, 1-2 p.m., Tri-Lakes Senior
Center, Lewis-Palmer High School campus. Meets 3rd
Wed. each month. Info: Sue Walker, 464-6873.
VFW Auxiliary to Post 7829, Wed., Jun. 21, 7 p.m.,
Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Pebble Beach Way,
Monument. New members welcome. If you are a male or
female relative of a veteran who served on foreign soil
during war or other military action, you may be eligible.
Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: Kathy Carlson, 4881902, carlsonmkc@aol.com.
Chess Nuts, Mon., Jun. 26, 5-9 p.m., Tri-Lakes Senior
Center, across the street from the YMCA. Any age, any
skill. Learners welcome. Drop in and leave when you
want. Bring your own board and pieces if you have them.
Meets 2nd & 4th Mon. each month. Info: www.TriLakesSeniors.org/chess.
Senior Social, Wed., Jun. 28, 1-4 p.m., Fellowship Hall
of the Black Forest Lutheran Church, 12455 Black Forest Rd. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: aarpchapter1100blackforest.weebly.com.
Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Jun. 30, Senior Center located
across the street from the Tri-Lakes YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High School campus. A registered nurse examines feet and provides foot care advice, toenail trimming. Cost: $35 for a 30-min. visit. Meets 2nd Wed., 3rd
and last Fri. each month, by appointment only. Info &
appointments: call the Visiting Nurse Association, 5774448.
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Lupus Support Group. If you suffer with an autoimmune disease and want to connect with others, you are
welcome to join this group. Info: dmbandle@hotmail.
com.
Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado Support Group. Location varies. Info: Carolyn, 488-3620,
www.4-mga.org, 303-360-7080, 4mga@4-mga.org.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Hooked on Palmer Lake Kids Fishing Derby, Sat., Jun.
3, 8-11:30 a.m., Palmer Lake. For elementary and middle
school-age kids; must be accompanied by an adult. Bring
your own fishing gear if you have it. Colorado Parks &
Wildlife hands out a limited number of rods and reels at
no charge; first come, first served. Door prizes! Presented
by Tri-Lakes Lions Club. Admission: a non-perishable
food item for Tri-Lakes Cares. Info: David Prejean, 719434-7031.
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club First Ever Pre-Harvesting
Hope Jewelry Sale, Sat., Jun. 3, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,
Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Exquisite jewelry is all silver, with beautiful gemstones.
Most are under $20. This is the same style jewelry you
will see in the club’s silent auction at their fall fundraiser “Harvesting Hope.” Tri-Lakes Women’s Club is a
501(c)3, and all profits from this sale help support TriLakes area educational and first responder services. Info:
Diane, 488-5934, www.tlwc.net.
D-38 Informational Meeting for Potential School
Board Candidates, Tue., Jun. 6, 5 p.m., Community
Room, D-38 Administration Building, 146 Jefferson St.,
Monument. John Mann, past Board president, will host
the meeting for citizens interested in running for the
School Board in the November 2017 election. Seats for
Director District 1 and Director District 3 will be on this
election ballot. Info: Vicki Wood, secretary to the Board
of Education, 481-9546, VWood@lewispalmer.org.
Ribbon Cutting: Park Bench Dedication, Wed., Jun. 7,
6:30 p.m., Limbach Park, 2nd and Front Streets, Monument, near the tot lot playground. The Town of Monument/No Methadone in Monument, is dedicating a park
bench in honor of Jamie Fenley in recognition of her efforts fighting an attempt to bring a methodone clinic to
Monument. Info: Madeline VanDenHoek, 884-8013.
Concerts in the Park, every Wed., Jun. 7-Aug. 2, 7-9
p.m., Limbach Park, 151 Front St., Monument. Music,
food, and fun for the family. Bring chairs, blankets. Info:
www.trilakeschamber.com and click on ‘Events.’
D-38 LPSD’s Home School Enrichment Academy
Open House, Thu., Jun. 8, 1-3 p.m., 66 N. Jefferson St.,
Monument. Info: 488-4700.
Mountain View Electric Association Annual Meeting,
Thu., Jun. 8, 4:30 p.m. registration, dinner, entertainment; 6:30 p.m. business meeting, board election, door
prizes; Limon Public Schools, 912 Badger Way, Limon.
All members of the electric cooperative are invited to the
free BBQ dinner with giant cinnamon rolls and live music by Brad Richmond. Info: (800) 388-9881, www.mvea.
coop.
El Paso County Parks Open House on Pineries Open
Space, Thu., Jun. 8, 6-8 p.m., Lodge at Cathedral Pines,
13977 Milam Rd., Black Forest. Planned improvements
for the 1067-acre parcel include a trailhead with entrance
from Vollmer Road, the addition of non-motorized trails
and park amenities. The Pineries Open Space Master
Plan and other information on the property is available
online at: http://adm.elpasoco.com/CommunityServices/
planning/Pages/PineriesOpenSpacePlanning.aspx. Info:
Elaine Kleckner, 520-6999, elainekleckner@elpasoco.
com; or Ross Williams, 520-6984, rosswilliams@elpasoco.com.
Color Splash, Annual Fine Art Show & Sale Opening
Reception, Fri., Jun. 9, 6-8 p.m., Tri-Lakes Center for the
Arts, 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. The public is invited to
celebrate the Palmer Lake Art Group’s free show opening with live music, great food, and fine art. Proceeds
benefit art scholarships for District 38 high school seniors, which will be presented during the reception. The
show runs June 6-30 and includes examples of the scholarship winners from Palmer Ridge and Lewis-Palmer
High Schools. Info: 481-0475.
Lakeside Free Summer Concert at Waterfront Park:
Jody Adams, Fri., Jun. 9, 6-8 p.m., Forest Lakes Drive,
Monument. Free concerts 2nd and 4th Fri., June-July.
Info: www.forestlakescolorado.com/events.html.
Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined by
Jack Williams, Fri., Jun. 9, opening act at 7 p.m., doors
open at 6:15. Black Forest Community Center, 12530
Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. Cost: $10 general, $5
BRAS members, $5 nonmember students with ID. Info:
Joe Maio, 528-6119, jrmtn@comcast.net, www.blackroseacoustic.org.
Monument’s Free Movie Night: Moana, Fri., Jun. 9, 7
p.m. activities begin, movie begins at dark, Monument
Marketplace Clock Tower (between WalMart & Home
Depot), Jackson Creek. Bring chairs & blankets, no pets
please. Info: 884-8013, www.TownofMonument.org.
Wesley Owens Coffee & Cafe Waffle Saturdays starting Jun. 10, 7 a.m., 1744 Lake Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Check out the new summer menu, offering glutenfree options. Info: 719-238-0725.
Clean Sweep, a free household hazardous waste disposal event, Sat., Jun. 10, by appointment only, 8 a.m.-1
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p.m., Black Forest Regional Park equestrian parking lot
on Milam Road, just north of the intersection with Shoup
Road. Registration & Info: www.cleansweepjune2017.
eventbrite.com.
Fight Fraud--Shred Instead! Free AARP ElderWatch
community shredding event, Sat., Jun. 10, 9 a.m.-noon,
Black Forest Lutheran Church, 12455 Black Forest Rd.
Each car may bring three boxes or paper bags of documents for shredding; no plastic or 3-ring binders please.
Bring a nonperishable food or money donation for the
Black Forest Cares food pantry. Info: Ray, 495-6767; or
Stan, 596-6787.
Pikes Peak Soap Box Derby Race, Sun., Jun. 11, 8 a.m.2 p.m., Costilla Street between El Paso and Wahsatch.
The public is invited to “World’s greatest amateur racing
event” where kids race their hand-made gravity-powered
cars, competing for trophies and a chance to represent
Colorado Springs at the International Soap Box Derby
in July. Food service and parking available. Info: Glenn
Scott, 488-8808, www.ppsbd.com.
Tri-Lakes Cares Client Appreciation Day, Mon., Jun.
12, noon-3 p.m. and 6-8 p.m., 235 N. Jefferson St., Monument. Clients, bring the family for hamburgers and hot
dogs, cotton candy, Kona Ice snow cones, a raffle, and a
free toy for each kid. Info: 481-4864.
Friends of Monument Preserve (FOMP) Trail Work
Night, Wed., Jun. 14, 6-8:30 p.m. Volunteers should
bring leather gloves, water, and bug repellent. Meets Jul.
12 and Aug. 9 also. For location & info: Chris Tirpak,
719-439-8865, info@fomp.org, www.fomp.org.
Heartsaver CPR/AED/First Aid Certification Course,
Sat., Jun. 17, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Tri-Lakes United Methodist
Church, 20256 Hunting Downs Way, Monument. Reservations required: send $25 and your e-mail or phone number (for registration confirmation and inclement weather
notice) by Jun. 13 to Carley Lehman, 17630 Woodhaven
Dr., Colorado Springs, CO 80908. Wear comfortable
clothes, bring a sack lunch. Info: Carley Lehman, 5023242.
Run to the Ascent 5k for Schools, Sat., Jun. 17, 9 a.m.
start; arrive by 8:30 for parking (streets will close prior
to the race), Ascent Church, 1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monument. Live music, food trucks, fun vendors, and more at
the end. Kids fun run and kids obstacle course. All proceeds go to local schools for suicide prevention. Volunteers needed. Registration & Info: www.theascentchurch.
com/5k1.
Monument Outdoor Quilt Show, Sat., Jun. 17, 10 a.m.4 p.m., Limbach Park, 151 Front St., Monument. Info:
info.frmqg@gmail.com, http://frontrangemodernquiltguild.webs.com/.
Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI):
First Annual All Colorado Festival, Sat., Jun. 17, 1-7
p.m., 225 North Gate Blvd. Sample the finest of Colorado
spirits, beer, and wine (must be 21 or older with valid
I.D.). Have a taste, enjoy a snack from a food vendor or
two, and listen to live local country music 3-7 p.m. Cost:
$25 age 21 and older, free for those under 21. All proceeds
will benefit the museum. Purchase tickets at www.eventbrite.com/e/all-colorado-festival-tickets-34043958396.
Info: Danica Cox, 488-0880.
Father’s Day Ice Cream Social, Sun., Jun. 18, 1:15-4
p.m., Palmer Lake Village Green. Last month’s Goodnight in Colorado program was cancelled because of
weather and has now been added to the annual Father’s
Day Ice Cream Social. The Goodnight presentation is at
1:15 p.m., followed by free Village Inn pie, Rock House
ice cream, bluegrass music, and a sing-along 2-4 p.m.
The public is invited to both free events. Info: Pat McCarthy, 659-1363; www.palmerdividehistory.org.
Long Term Planning Seminar, Thu., Jun. 22, 6-8 p.m.,
Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Senior Center. A New York
Life regional long term care planner and a local certified
Medicaid consultant will present the facts and answer
questions about Long Term Care needs. Refreshments
served. RSVP by Jun. 15: Sue, 464-6873.
Free Workshop: Be a Senior Smarty, Fri., Jun. 23, 9
a.m.-noon, Silver Alliance Senior Center. Rescheduled
from May. Learn about senior nutrition, combining
SNAP resources for better buying power, Silver Key SOS
programs and services, fire preparedness. Snacks will be
provided. Register by Jun. 19. Space is limited so register
early. See page 5 of this month’s Senior Beat or contact
Paula Blair, 481-4864 x 112, or Sue Walker, 464-6873.
Climb for Courage Stair Climb Race: Steppin’ up for
Children’s Health, Sat., Jun. 24, 8:30 a.m., free family
festival 9 a.m.-noon, Falcon Stadium, 2169 Field House
Dr., U.S. Air Force Academy. This event benefits Children’s Hospital Colorado, opening the region’s only comprehensive children’s hospital in 2018 in northeast Colorado Springs. Info: www.childrenscoloradofoundation.
org.
Water: Rain Barrels, Your Watershed, and More,
Sat., Jun. 24, 10-11:30 a.m. Learn about our unique local
watershed, how it impacts our quality of life, and how
you can help protect it -- including the use of rain barrels. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.
Purely Ponds Parade of Ponds, Sat.-Sun., Jun 24-25, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. This self-guided charity pond and waterfall
tour benefits the Boys and Girls Club with a matching
donation from Purely Ponds Fine Landscapes. Parade of
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Ponds ticket books with tour maps are just five dollars
per ticket and are available in May, online at www.purelyponds.com or at Pioneer Sand Company, 15490 Woodcarver Rd., Monument, and 8335 Vollmer Rd., Black Forest. Info: 896-0038, jessica@purelyponds.com, or www.
purelyponds.com.
Secret Life of Animals Nature Camp at Fox Run Park,
Mon.-Fri., Jun. 26-30, 9 a.m.-noon, Fox Run Regional
Park, 2010 Stella Dr., Colo. Springs. Children entering
grades 1-5, learn to find secret signs of animal life, amazing animal societies, and creatures hiding in your own
backyard. Cost: $90 member, $100 non-member. Register online at www.elpasocountynaturecenters.com. Info:
520-6745, ianwilson@elpasoco.com.
Poverty Simulator presented by Pikes Peak United
Way & Tri-Lakes Cares, Tue., Jun. 27, 4-6 p.m., D-38
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Get a
glimpse into the life of a family living in poverty. RSVP
& Info: volunteer@ppunitedway.org.
Free Lunch and Learn: Questions and Answers about
Substance Abuse, Wed., Jun. 28, 1:30-2:30 p.m., INNOVA Recovery Services, 1824 Woodmoor Dr., Ste. 101,
Monument. Find out about the warning signs, treatment
options, and enabling behaviors, Please RSVP so they
know how much food to order, 719-445-9330. Info: www.
innovarecovery.com.
Griffith Centers for Children Chins Up 10th Annual Golf Tournament, Thu., Jun. 29, Golf Club at Bear
Dance, 6630 Bear Dance Dr, Larkspur. Shotgun start,
8 a.m. Play a challenging course, enjoy great food, and
have a chance to win prizes while you help the Griffith
Centers change the lives of children and families. Registration & Info: jamie.sachtjen@griffithcenters.org, www.
griffithcenters.org.
Monument’s Free Movie Night: Pete’s Dragon, Fri.,
Jun. 30, 7 p.m. activities begin, movie begins at dark,
Monument Marketplace Clock Tower (between WalMart
& Home Depot), Jackson Creek. Bring chairs & blankets,
no pets please. Info: 884-8013, www.TownofMonument.
org.

July 4 events
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7 a.m., Palmer Lake 4 Mile Fun Run, Palmer Lake
Santa Fe Trailhead. Register at www.july4funrun.com.
7-10 a.m., Pancake breakfast, tickets at the door, St Peter Catholic Church, 55 Jefferson St.
8 a.m.-3 p.m., Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce
Street Fair, 2nd Street and Washington Street
9:30 a.m., Monument Hill Kiwanis Children’s Parade, Starts at Grace Best School
10 a.m.-noon, Monument Hill Kiwanis 4th of July Parade, Downtown Monument. Register to participate:
www.monumenthillkiwanis.org.
10 a.m.-7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Chamber Beer Garden,
family-friendly, Limbach Park, 2nd and Front streets,
Monument
Noon, Monument Community Presbyterian Church
Open House, 3rd & Jefferson: cool air, treats, and rest
rooms available.
Noon-7 p.m. Live music in Limbach Park, 2nd and
Front streets, Monument
Noon-7:45 p.m., Live Music at Bliss Studios, 143
Washington St, Monument
7 p.m., Music and fun at Palmer Lake, fireworks at
dark.
Parade spectators are encouraged to come early, park at
Palmer Ridge High School, 19255 Monument Hill Rd., or
Lewis-Palmer High School, 1300 Higby Rd., and ride the
free bus to and from downtown Monument.
Moe Bandy Concert at Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts,
Thu., Jul. 6, 7 p.m., doors open 6:15 p.m., 304 Hwy 105,
Palmer Lake. Tickets & Info: 481-0475, www.trilakesarts.org.
Monument Community Presbyterian Church Vacation Bible School, Mon.-Fri., Jul. 10-14, 238 Third St.,
Monument. RSVP & Info: 481-3902, www.mcpcusa.org.
Friends of Monument Preserve (FOMP) Trail Work
Night, Wed., Jul. 12, 6-8:30 p.m. Volunteers should
bring leather gloves, water, and bug repellent. For location & info: Chris Tirpak, 719-439-8865, info@fomp.
org, www.fomp.org.
MVEA Member Appreciation Day, Wed., July 21, 10
a.m.-10 p.m., El Paso County Fairgrounds, 366 10th St.,
Calhan. Bring the ad and get $2 off adult admission price
(ages 13-54), and $1 off seniors and youth prices. Info:
800-388-9881.
Branford Marsalis Quartet at Tri-Lakes Center for
the Arts, Thu., Aug. 3, 7 p.m., doors open 6:15 p.m., 304
Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Tickets & Info: 481-0475, www.
trilakesarts.org.

Our community calendar carries listings on a spaceavailable basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored
by local governmental entities and not-for-profit organizations. We include events that are open to the general public and are not religious or self-promotional in
nature. If space is available, complimentary calendar
listings are included, when requested, for events advertised in the current issue. To have your event listed at no
charge in Our Community Calendar, please call (719)
339-7831 or send the information to calendar@ocn.me
or P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132.

Content

Articles in Our Community News focus on the deliberations of Tri-Lakes area governmental bodies such
as the Monument Board of Trustees, Palmer Lake
Town Council, and many of the local water, sanitation, fire, and school district boards.
Unlike papers that try to figure out what the “story” is and then get quotes on each side to presumably lead the reader to conclude what the “truth” is,
OCN’s role is to report in detail on public meetings
of local governmental entities. We report what was
talked about and what was decided. By reading OCN,
you can find out what you might have learned if you
had attended those public meetings. In this context,
“truth” is that the articles accurately represent what
transpired at the meetings.
The content of ads in OCN is the responsibility
of the advertisers who place those ads. While OCN
does not knowingly run false ads, we do not research
the accuracy of ad content. Readers are encouraged to
do their own research prior to committing to use the
products or services offered in OCN ads.
Contact Lisa Hatfield, Managing Editor, at editor
@ocn.me or (719) 339-7831 with any questions.

Letters to Our Community

Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on topics of general interest to readers in the TriLakes area. We do not knowingly print letters that
are substantially the same as letters that have been
submitted to other publications. To ensure that OCN
contains a variety of viewpoints, each letter writer is
limited to a maximum of six letters within any twelve
month period. To submit a letter, please:
• Identify your submission as a letter to the editor
and confirm that it has not been submitted to any
other publication.
• Include a suggested headline or title.
• Limit letters to no more than 300 words.
• Include your full name, home address, day and
evening phone numbers, and email address, if
you have one.
• Email your letter to editor@ocn.me or mail it to
P.O. Box 1742, Monument, CO 80132-1742.
• Send your letter at least 10 days before the “first
Saturday of the month” when the paper is printed.
• If you are not at least 18 years old or an emancipated minor, provide a written statement from a
parent or legal guardian that you have permission to submit the letter.
If, after two business days from the date of your submission, you have not received an acknowledgement
of your letter, please contact Lisa Hatfield, Managing
Editor, at (719) 339-7831 or editor@ocn.me. Letters
may be edited for length, grammar, and accuracy.

Look for our next issue

Saturday, July 1

Ad space reservations due: Fri., June 9
Finished ad artwork due: Fri., June 16
Calendar items due: Fri., June 23
Letters to the editor due: Fri., June 23
Visit our website to read, download, and
search all the back issues at
WWW.OCN.ME

OCN is published on the
first Saturday of each month by
Colorado Cooperative Association
Our Community News, Inc.
John Heiser, President
(719) 488-3455 (ofc & FAX)
Advertising: ads@ocn.me
Back issues: www.ocn.me
Editorial content: editor@ocn.me
Event information: calendar@ocn.me
© Copyright 2001-2017
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P.O. Box 1742
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742
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Support Our Community. Shop Tri-Lakes!

20% OFF
All Painting Jobs.
Neighbor Special!

Professional interior
and exterior painting
FREE Estimates
Call today!

WILLIS

TIMBER WORKS, INC

Tyler Willis
RM-7325A

Willis Timber Works is a local business
focused on providing high-quality services
and outstanding customer satisfaction.
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» Tree Removal
» Tree Trimming &
Pruning
» Fire Mitigation
» Insect & Disease
» Tree Planting
Identification
» Firewood
» Forest Management
» Chipping & Mulching
» Habitat Improvement
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Matt Lempe (303) 748-4511
www.cccpaintandfinishes.com
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