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By Harriet Halbig
The Palmer Divide Quiltmakers will hang their works 
in the library during March for National Quilting 
Month. Plan to drop by and enjoy the show! There 
will also be a display of books on the subject for those 
wanting to try their hand at quilting.

For the younger set, there will be special pro-
gramming during spring break.

Family programs
Come to the library from 4 to 5:30 on the first Friday of 
each month for Coloring for Everyone. There is a new 
theme each month (Luck O’ the Irish for March), and 
there are coloring sheets for all skill levels and various 
coloring tools including pencils and markers. Drop in 
and stay as long as you like!

The Fun for the Family program on March 10 
from 2:30 to 4 is Balloon Science. Balloons are fun, 
but they’re also great for learning scientific principles. 
Come play with balloons in the name of science!

The Lego Build Club will meet from 10 to 11:30 on 

Saturday, March 17. Build with Legos to your heart’s 
content with other enthusiasts.

During spring break, come to the library for the 
Science and Circus Arts Show on Monday, March 
25 from 1:30 to 2:30. Movement artist Peter Davison 
presents juggling, unicycling, balancing acrobatics, 
and more while teaching the science behind the art-
istry.

On Tuesday, March 27 from 10:30 to 11:30, be 
entertained by Mark the Amazing Ventriloquist as he 
narrates Jack and the Beanstalk with the help of a full 
stage marionette puppet production. Kids will par-
ticipate in the story, meet Pansy, a lovable baby chim-
panzee, and see a drawing that comes to life and talks.

Teen and tween programs
Come to the library during Teen Tech Week and try 
your hand at designing your own video game on Fri-
day, March 9 from 4 to 5:15. Join us to learn how to use 
Bioxels to design your own simple 13-bit pixel game. 
Space is limited, so please register at 488-2370. Open 

just focused on the premise that if you lower taxes, 
the economy will grow so fast that you will always get 
more revenue. This has been tried five times before, 
with zero success so far.

In other words, history has shown that if you low-
er taxes, you always end up with less revenue. Which 
is probably why when all U.S. economists were asked 
in 2012 if they believe in the Laffer Theory, 96 percent 
said no.

I would like to suggest a more pragmatic idea. If 
you lower taxes, cut spending by an equal amount. 
If the Laffer Theory actually works, then feel free to 
increase spending to match the increased revenue. 
Cutting taxes and hoping for an increase in revenue 
simply hasn’t worked out in the past, and increasing 
our debt is not something I’m in favor of.
Kent Jarnig

Student denied chance to show solidarity
This morning at 10 my child tried to walk out of Palm-
er Ridge High School for 17 minutes to show solidar-
ity and respect for the 17 lives lost in Parkland, Fla., 
one week ago. However, he was informed that he 
could not leave his classroom as the teacher thought 
he was “trying to ditch.” His father and I are Air Force 
veterans. We each left our children for six months at a 
time to protect their Right to Bear Arms and, far more 
important, Freedom of Speech. I cannot imagine how 
PRHS, a bastion of excellent education and progres-
sive thought and encourager of outstanding citizen-
ship, would actively try to prevent students from ral-
lying to support the MSD HS students whose friends 
and teachers were slaughtered last week. 

Our family is not interested in taking away any-
one’s Second Amendment rights. We are interested 

in ensuring our children feel safe at school every 
day. We teach our children to stand up for what they 
believe in, and accept the consequences (even the 
negative ones) that those actions may lead to. In the 
future, should either of my children choose to walk 
out of school in support of a cause they believe can 
save lives, I have asked them to give me a head’s up so 
I can ensure I email the Attendance Secretary ahead 
of time that they have an “appointment’’ and are not 
detained at the whim of a suspicious teacher. And 
then I will proudly encourage them to use these life-
changing experiences to understand the importance 
of advocating for others who do not have the courage 
or freedom to do so themselves.
Name withheld by request 
Parent of two PRHS students ■

Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore

Spring break reads and activity books
By the staff at Covered Treasures

“Books are a uniquely portable magic.”—Stephen 
King

Discover creative ways to help children and teens 
break away from their screens, whether you are trav-
eling somewhere for spring break or enjoying your 
time at home.

The Mysterious Benedict Society: Mr. Benedict’s 
Book of Perplexing Puzzles, Elusive Enigmas, and 
Curious Conundrums
By Trenton Lee Stewart (Little Brown Books for Young 
Readers) $9.99
This exclusive compan-
ion book to the bestsell-
ing Mysterious Benedict 
Society series is a mind-
bending collection that 
will put you to the test. 
Featuring full-color art-
work throughout, this 
companion features 
ingenious new puzzles, 
riddles, and brainteas-
ers compiled by Mr. 
Benedict himself, with 
the help of Reynie, 
Kate, Sticky, Constance, 
and other Society asso-
ciates. Discover if you have what it takes to join the 
Mysterious Benedict Society.

100 Screen Free Ways to Beat Boredom!
By Kris Hirschmann (Barron’s Educational Series) 
$8.99

This book will help free you and your kids from the 
tyranny of the screen with 100 ways to beat the “I’m 
bored” monster. Learn how to have an indoor pic-
nic, start an herb garden, go on a car scavenger hunt, 
build an obstacle course, make an artful sandwich, 
and much more. Includes step-by-step instructions 
as well as a list of materials you’ll need to get kids off 
the couch and thoroughly engaged.

The Book of Totally Irresponsible Science: 64 Dar-
ing Experiments for Young Scientists
By Sean Connolly (Workman Publishing) $12.95
What could be more fun for kids than to have the kind 
of rip-roaring good time that harkens back to pre-vid-
eo game, pre-computer days? Experiments include 
matchbox microphones, marshmallows on steroids, 
homemade lightning, encasing your little brother in 
a giant soap bubble, launching a rocket made from a 
film canister, and more. This book awakens curiosity 
while demonstrating scientific principles like osmo-
sis, air pressure, and Newton’s Third Law of Motion. 
All experiments use common household ingredients 
and equipment. Entries are categorized into seven 
chapters according to scientific themes, with easy-to-
follow instructions.

Coloring Colorado
By Jesse Crock (Colorado Mountain Club Press) $14.95
Jesse Crock is an outdoor enthusiast and elemen-
tary art teacher. His coloring book features 34 iconic 
scenes from around the state highlighting 15 outdoor 
adventures, including mountain biking through as-
pen, fly fishing, and backpacking.

Rubik’s Puzzles: 101 Puzzles to Test Your Brain 
Power
By Tim Dedopulos (Barron’s Educational Series) 
$12.99
From the makers of Rubik’s Cube comes a book to 
sharpen your brain power. Discover 101 original, col-
orful puzzles in varying difficulty levels that test logic, 
strengthen memory, and sharpen mental prowess.

Nature’s Wonders
By Alejandro Algarra and Gustavo Mazali (Barron’s 
Educational Series) $9.99
In this book, you can discover the answers to ques-
tions like: What is thunder? How do plants eat? What’s 
a fossil? How do crickets chirp? Why do some animals 
sleep all winter? You will find an abundance of fasci-
nating information along with many full-color illus-
trations on the climate, the Earth, the sea, plants, and 
animals. Get ready to discover Nature’s Wonders!

Mazecraft Adventure
By Simon Ward (Barron’s Educational Series) $7.99
Discover mazes to explore, hidden characters to find, 
and all sorts of things to color. It features a full cast of 
characters that offer directions to guide you through a 
Magic Grotto, Jungle Run, Dragon’s Lair, and more on 
your amazing adventure. You will encounter dragons, 
dinosaurs, wizards, werewolves, and more.

Tell Me How? 
By Isabelle Fougere (Barron’s Educational Series) 
$14.99
This fun-filled Q&A book is just one in a series of Tell 
Me? books. Each book contains more than 200 an-
swers to questions about history, nature, the human 
body, animals, and more. The book is organized ac-
cording to different topics and tabbed for easy ref-
erence. The last tab includes fun stickers. In Tell Me 
How?, children can discover the answers to questions 
like: How do we taste food? Why does tickling make 
us laugh? How is butter made? How does a subma-
rine go under water? How did knights dress? How is 
an anthill organized? And many more. A hidden spi-
ral binding makes it easy to flip back and forth, while 
entertaining illustrations and activities make learning 
fun. Parents may find the answers as interesting as 
their kids do.

Enjoy some family time exploring new things, and, 
until next month, happy reading.

The staff at Covered Treasures can be reached at 
books@ocn.me.proudly presents... 

Spotlight on Local Authors 
Saturday, March 10, 1‐3  
Dr. T.J. Baumgardner– The World 

behind the Wall series 
Kevin Ikenberry – The Protocol War series 
Laurence MacNaughton – The Dru Jasper series 
Steve Ruskin – America’s First Great Eclipse; 

How Scientists, Tourists and the Rocky 
Mountain Eclipse of 1878 Changed 
Astronomy Forever 

Diane Sawatzki – Manyhorses Traveling 
 

Saturday, March 17, 1‐3  
Carmen Crowley – A Sporting Affair: Lisa’s Story 
Annie Dawid – York Ferry and Lily in the Desert 
Jim Flynn – Best of Jim Flynn’s Money and Law 

and A Compendium of Curious Colorado 
Place Names  

Dr. Lynn Schriner – Bent Not Broken and House 
of Sharp Stones 

Andria Williams – The Longest Night 
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