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�� Casey Abrams, “American Idol” Star, in Concert 
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Fourth of July Events
 7 a.m.�� Palmer Lake 4 Mile Fun Run�� 5������ 2�!��
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�� Monument Community Presbyterian Church Free 
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Our community calendar carries listings on a space-avail-
able basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by local 
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include events that are open to the general public and are 
not religious or self-promotional in nature. If space is avail-
able, complimentary calendar listings are included, when 
requested, for events advertised in the current issue. To have 
your event listed at no charge in Our Community Calendar, 
please call (719) 339-7831 or send the information to calen-
�
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first Saturday of each month by 

Colorado Cooperative Association  
Our Community News, Inc.  
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Support Our Community.
 Shop Tri-Lakes!
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Ad space reservations due: Fri., June 15 
Finished ad artwork due: Fri., June 22 

Calendar items due: Fri., June 29 
Letters to the editor due: Fri., June 29 
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Support Our Community.
Volunteer with OCN!
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Our Community News 
is a member of the 
Tri-Lakes Chamber 
of Commerce. Visit 

the chamber at www.
trilakeschamber.com

The Rabbi’s Corner 

Distorted Perception�
By Rabbi Oswald Garagorry 

In the book of ���� ���	�
� ��
����� �� we have the 
history of a man named Eliyahu, who was a prophet of 
God and was questioned by God himself. God said, 
“What are doing here Eliyahu?” �����, yet in contempo-
rary terminology we may say Eliyahu had a distorted per-
ception, because of his response to YHVH, that was quite 
revealing of his human condition and current state of 
mind. Let us analyze it: First of all he defended himself 
by saying, “I have been very zealous for YHVH, the God 
of Armies.” ����� Then he gives an explanation to God 
of why he has been very zealous: “Because the people of 
Israel have abandoned your covenant, broke down your 
altars and killed your prophets with the sword.” ������� 
In his state of mind, he provides accurate information to 
God, which he had not been asked for. He continued by 
saying; “I am the only one left and they are coming after 
me to kill me too.” ������  

Upon hearing these words, God reacts and says, “Go 
outside and stand on the mountain before 
Adonai.” ������ When God orders something, he expects 
it to be carried out and the same is true here. We see that 
some change in the physical environment was coming. 
His prophet needed to be in line with the instructions be-
ing given to him. All he had to do was to take the clear 
instructions being given by God himself: “Go outside and 
stand on the mountain before YHVH.” ������ 

You the reader may ask, “Go outside of what?” be-
cause we havenn’t been told that he was inside of any-
thing. So we can conclude that this “go outside” instruc-
tion could be any circumstance that prevented Eliyahu or 
you the reader to be open to experience God’s presence 
or actions. Instead of answering what he was doing there, 
Eliyahu decides to give an unasked for explanation to 
God. He did this, even after seeing an awesome manifes-
tation of God himself. Yet in this explanation, his state of 
mind becomes very clear to us. He tells God, “I have 
been very zealous for the Lord, the God of ar-
mies.” ������ He didn’t stop here but went on to say, 
“The people of Israel have abandoned your covenant, 
broke down your altars and killed your prophets with the 
sword. I am the only one left. And they are after me to 
kill me too.” ������ Yet God’s reaction to all these self-
centered defenses reveals God’s perception of the situa-
tion. He says: “Go back…when you got there, anoint El-
isha to be prophet after you.” ������ We see here that 
God had a problem with his prophet. So he used this 
prophet to name someone else in his place.  

Yes, dear reader, this is life with our God…none of 
us are indispensable to Him. He allows us to use our tal-
ents in his service for a season and then he anoints some-
one else to take our place. The important thing is that 
God’s work of imparting himself to humanity continues 
(Messiah ��� ���� the hope of glory) ���������� and we 
are to remain busy in his kingdom until He comes. Also 
it is important for us to recognize when it is God’s time 
for us to anoint someone else to take our place. 

Shalom to you, 

Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi  
of Aliyah Congregation that  

meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
at the Mountain Community 

Mennonite Church,  
643 Highway 105, Palmer Lake, CO 80133 
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