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Alicia Corley to use the Colorado Inter-
governmental Risk Sharing Agency (CIR-
SA) to set up an independent attorney to 
investigate allegations brought by Monu-
ment Police Chief Jacob Shirk. When the 
BOT returned from executive session, the 

trustees did not share any of the details of 
their discussion, since it was a personnel 
issue, but ended Lowe’s employment as 
the first order of business in a unanimous 
vote. 

The board also appointed Hogan as 
town clerk in a 5-1 vote with Clark vot-

ing no. Smith, as acting town manager, 
had put Hogan, Town Treasurer Pamela 
Smith, and Town Attorney Alicia Corley 
on administrative leave May 16 until it 
could be determined how their employ-
ment was affected in the absence of an 
appointment within the 30-day period af-
ter the board election as set forth in Colo-
rado statute. This was Hogan’s first return 
to regular meetings since May 16. Corley 
has not attended any regular meetings 
since May 16. Smith has been attending 
meetings only as acting town manager. 
See www.ocn.me/v18n6.htm#mbot. 

Linda Michow was retained by CIRSA 
to provide answers to employment ques-
tions that have beleaguered the board 
since this situation occurred. Based on 
the Colorado constitution, Article 12, § 1, 
Michow stated in a memo, “The expira-
tion of an appointed official’s term does 
not necessarily or automatically oust the 
individual holding the appointive office 
from that position. Absent provisions to 
the contrary, the public interest requires 
that public offices should be filled at all 
times without interruption.” 

Michow said the three positions are 
insured and bonded even if they have not 
been appointed. 

At the end of the meeting during 
board comments, Wilson also requested 
that, per Michow’s memo, the treasurer 
and attorney should return from admin-
istrative leave by June 6 to their previous 
positions. No board members comment-
ed on this action.

Trustee will be elected  
not appointed

Because Wilson was elected mayor, his 
trustee position needs to be filled, either 
by appointment by the trustees or by or-
dering an election. On April 16, the board 
decided to reach out to the community 
to find applicants to appoint. Colorado 
statutes authorize the board to fill vacan-

cies through appointment 60 days after 
the mayor took the oath of office, which 
would have been June 15. Candidates 
James Romanello, Kenneth W. Kimple, 
and Laura Kronick applied. Elliott made 
a motion to appoint Romanello at the 
May 21 meeting, but it failed in a tie with 
Clark, Coopman and Bornstein voting no. 
See www.ocn.me/v18n6.htm#mbot0521

On June 4, Elliott again nominated 
Romanello for appointment, but this 
failed in the same tie. Wilson then nomi-
nated Kimple, but the vote failed 2-4, 
with Bornstein, Clark, Coopman and Ste-
phens voting no. 

The board then unanimously voted 
to hold an election to fill the vacant trust-
ee position in conjunction with El Paso 
County elections on Nov. 6. Although 
the costs to the town will be less than the 
$11,000 spent on the previous election, 
the county could not provide a cost esti-
mate until the number of municipalities 
who participate and the number of issues 
and questions on the ballot are deter-
mined. 
Note: To find out if you live within the 
town boundaries, see www.townofmonu-
ment.org/DocumentCenter/View/293/
Town-of-Monument-Boundaries-Infor-
mation-PDF. 

Tax-exempt financing 
obligations approved

Smith presented tax-exempt financing 
as an annual resolution for financial ap-
proval for three municipal projects. The 
three public works projects—the well 
4 and 5 treatment plant upgrade; the 
booster station upgrade, and the site plan 
design and engineering for the property 
on Mitchell Avenue—were approved in 
January pending the approved financing. 
The estimated total cost of these proj-
ects is $1.8 million. The motion passed 
5-1 with Clark dissenting with no reason 
stated. 

Fringe Benefits  Custom  Interiors,  LLC 
(719) 339-4219 

Full Interior Design 
Remodels, Paint Consults, 

Custom Draperies and Blinds! Mary Sue Hafey 
Interior Designer 
licensed/insured 
Monument, CO 

msuehafey@gmail.com 
fringebenefitscustominteriors.houzz.com 

1752 Lake Woodmoor Drive Monument, Colorado 80132

Carpet•Wood•Tile•Vinyl
Sales and Installation

www.affordableflooringconnection.com

Next to Pikes Peak Brewing

Summer 

Specials!

MONUMENT (Cont. from page 1)

E Q U A L  H O U S I N G
O P P O R T U N I T Y

Preschool through 8th grade 
124 First Street 

Monument, CO 80132 
(719) 481-1855 

petertherockschool.org 

N O W  E N R O L L I N G  

1445 Cipriani Loop, Monument 
Next to the Back East Grill 
(719) 247-8611 

FREE DIAGNOSIS! No Repair - No Charge! 
Merging with Monument Computers! 

WE’RE YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SHOP! 
Desktops, Laptops, Macs, iPhones, iPads, Galaxy’s,  

Game Consoles and Flat Screen TVs 
Networking, File Transfer, Virus Removal, and Home Automation 

SMART PHONES ▪ TABLETS 
ACCESSORIES & MORE 

Grand Re-Opening 
Friday, Aug. 3, 4-6 pm 

Ribbon cutting at 5 pm with  
Tri-Lakes Cares “Backpacks for Kids” 

presentation to follow 


