
By Jennifer Kaylor
The full Board of Directors attended the 
Donald Wescott Fire Protection Dis-
trict’s July 17 meeting. Legal Counsel 
Matt Court guided the board regarding 
the potential impact of the Gallagher 
Amendment on future revenue if the 
residential assessment rate is lowered. 
The directors considered options for 
consolidating with Tri-Lakes Monu-
ment Fire Protection District (TLM-
FPD) and possibly the Black Forest Fire 
and Rescue Protection District (BFFR-
PD). Chief Vinny Burns reflected on the 
budget work session held on July 9. 
State laws threaten revenue for 

some special districts
The board discussed the fiscal chal-
lenges presented by the juxtaposition 
of Colorado’s Gallagher Amendment 
and the Taxpayer Bill of Rights, or TA-
BOR.
Background: The Gallagher Amend-
ment dictates that Colorado’s total 
property tax collected must maintain 
a balance of 45 percent residential and 
55 percent nonresidential. The assess-
ment rate for nonresidential proper-
ties is fixed at 29 percent, but the resi-
dential assessment rate is adjusted to 
maintain the 45/55 balance. TABOR 
limits Colorado’s annual revenue 
growth and mandates that state and 
local governments cannot raise tax 
rates without voter approval. See www.
colorado.gov/pacific/treasury/consti-
tutional-provisions-0 and www.sdaco.
org/2015-legislative-information, for 
in-depth explanations. 

Rusnak explained that as the as-
sessed values on residential proper-
ties—as determined by the El Paso 
County Assessor—increase, the resi-
dential assessment rate must ratchet 
down (to remain within the 45 percent 
boundary). He estimated that the resi-
dential assessment rate from two years 
ago was 7.9 percent, the current resi-
dential assessment rate is 7.2 percent, 
and the next adjusted residential as-
sessment rate to be as low as 6.1 per-
cent. 

Over the long term, if assessed val-
ues on residential properties level off 
or decrease, the residential assessment 
rate can’t simply be raised for districts 
to maintain baseline revenue. “That 
now gets forced into a TABOR vote,” 
stated Rusnak. 

Court informed the directors that 
the Special District Association created 
an interim committee to brainstorm 
legislation proposals. He added that 
other fire districts have communicated 
the potential funding dilemma to their 
respective communities via website 
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See pages 27-31 for event loca-
tions and other details of these 
and many other local events.

•	 Tri-Lakes Cruisers 16th Annual 
Benefit Car Show, Sun., Aug. 5, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m.

•	 35th Annual National Night Out, 
Tue., Aug. 7

•	 Friends of Monument Preserve 
Trail Work, Tue., Aug. 7, 6-8:30 
p.m.

•	 Neighborhood Meeting: Ramada 
Inn Change of Use, Wed., Aug. 8, 
6-8 p.m.

•	 Northern El Paso County Non-
Profit Council, Thu., Aug. 9, 8 
a.m.

•	 Summer Concert Series at Forest 
Lakes, Fri., Aug. 10, 6-9 p.m.

•	 Black Forest Festival, Sat., Aug. 
11, 6:30 a.m-9 p.m.

•	 Return of the Rocky Mountain 
Chautauqua, Sat., Aug. 11, 11 
a.m.-4 p.m.

•	 Art Hop, Thu., Aug. 16, 5-8 p.m.,

•	 Gleneagle Sertoma 17th Annual 
Patriot Golf Benefit, Mon., Aug. 
13, noon check-in.

•	 Pickin’ on the Divide, Sat., Aug. 
18, 11 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

•	 Billy Bob Thornton & the Box-
masters at TLCA, Tue.-Wed., Aug. 
21-22, 7 p.m.

•	 Summer Concert Series at Forest 
Lakes, Fri., Aug. 24, 6-9 p.m.

•	 Monument’s Free Movie Night: 
Remember the Titans, Fri., Aug. 
24, 7 p.m.

•	 Rocky Mountain Music Alliance 
Concert, Sat., Sep. 1, 7 p.m.

•	 Bill Nance Memorial Blood 
Drive, Tue., Sep. 4, 1-5 p.m. ■
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Above: On a beautiful July evening, Miguel Dakota and his band played for a 
packed crowd at the 2018 Forest Lakes concert series. At least 100 cars were 
parked along Waterfront Park as folks streamed into the venue. Many brought 
camp chairs or sat in the manmade amphitheater to listen as Dakota crooned. 
Families in houses across from the park sat on their decks with friends enjoying 
the evening. Two more summer concerts are scheduled for August. For more 
information, see https://classichomes.com/neighborhoods/forest-lakes/2018-
forest-lakes-summer-concert-series/. Photo by Allison Robenstein.

Above: Word of a proposed change of use for the Ramada Inn site to an 
inpatient drug and alcohol rehabilitation facility has sparked concerns among 
nearby residents. The inn, which is governed by El Paso County rather than 
the Woodmoor Improvement Association, is currently zoned Commercial 2 (C-
2), which allows for a rehabilitation facility. In response to numerous emails to 
District 1 El Paso County Commissioner Darryl Glenn (darrylglenn@elpasoco.
com), the county project manager, Len Kendall (lenkendall@elpasoco.
com), and the land use consultant firm NES’ project manager Katie Whitford 
(kwhitford@nescolorado.com), NES has announced a neighborhood meeting 
to discuss the details of the site development plan. The meeting will take place 
on Wednesday, Aug. 8, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce 
Visitor Center at 166 Second St., in Monument. Details on the project can be 
found at https://epcdevplanreview.com/Public/ProjectDetails/103610. Photo by 
Jackie Burhans.

By Lisa Hatfield 
On July 10, the Triview Metropolitan 
District board approved increases in 
both water and wastewater rates, talk-
ed about “regionalization” efforts that 
would increase the shared use of util-
ity infrastructure and the first phase of 
a rates and capital improvement plan 
study, and accepted the 2017 financial 
audit.

Director Jim Otis was absent.
Triview is a Title 32 special district 

inside Monument that provides roads, 
landscaping, and open space mainte-
nance, and water and sanitation ser-
vices to Jackson Creek, Promontory 
Pointe, Sanctuary Pointe, and several 
commercial areas. The Town of Monu-
ment (organized under Colorado Re-
vised Statutes Title 30) provides land 

use planning, police, and general gov-
ernance for Triview’s property owners.

Water, wastewater  
rate hikes approved

Andrew Rheem, manager, and Brian 
Kirsch, senior consultant with Raftelis 
of Greenwood Village, a registered mu-
nicipal advisor that primarily focuses 
on the areas of finance, organization, 
and technology, briefed the board on 
recommended changes in water, waste-
water (WW), and tap fees. This Phase 1 
preliminary water and WW financial 
plan outlined currently-planned Triv-
iew capital needs, proposed a 10-year 
series of annual water and WW rate in-
creases, and showed potential typical 
monthly bills and projected financial 
results. Rheem and Kirsch also noted 

Triview Metropolitan District, July 10

Water and wastewater rate 
increases approved

Donald Wescott Fire Protection 
District, July 17 

Directors  
explore “de- 

Gallagherizing,”  
combining  

districts
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posts and educational materials. 
Directors discussed the option of 

placing a “de-Gallagherizing” issue on 
the November 2018 ballot. No specific 

wording was discussed, but the intent 
of the issue, if pursued, would provide 
voters the opportunity to approve a mill 
levy adjustment to account for lost rev-
enue due to a residential assessment 

rate decrease. Court confirmed July 30 
and Aug. 28 as the deadlines for sub-
mitting a letter of intent to participate 
in the general election and establishing 
an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) 
with Office of the El Paso County Clerk 
and Recorder, respectively. He also re-
minded the board that once an IGA is 
in place, campaign laws restrict the dis-
trict’s ability to advocate its position on 
a ballot issue and that the window of 
time to educate the community is rap-
idly closing.

The board authorized Burns to 
send a letter of intent pertaining to a 
“de-Gallagherizing ballot issue” to the 
county on a 3-2 vote. Board Chair Bo 
McAllister and Director Larry Schwarz 
opposed the motion. Court confirmed 
that if the board decided not to par-
ticipate in the November election, the 
letter of intent did not obligate them to 
do so.

Ridings committed to gathering 
up-to-date information regarding the 
district’s property tax outlook from the 
Office of the El Paso County Assessor 
for the next board meeting when a final 
election decision would be made.

Talks of combining 
fire districts continue

Burns reported that he and Tri-Lakes 
Monument Fire Protection District 
(TLMFPD) Chief Chris Truty met to 
identify Wescott’s and TLMFPD’s com-
patibility in training, apparatus, per-
sonnel, union representation, and oth-
er areas. Directors affirmed the chiefs’ 
efforts to continue exploring options to 
combine, but also recognized that the 
process is complex and lengthy. 

The board also discussed making 

similar overtures to the Black Forest 
Fire Rescue Protection District (BF-
FRPD). Although past efforts stalled, 
some directors indicated that BFFRPD 
may be receptive. Schwarz acknowl-
edged that the board must consider the 
differences between Wescott and BF-
FRPD; Wescott serves dense residential 
and commercial areas and BFFRPD’s 
service area includes more wildland-
urban interface areas. Mill levy dif-
ferences may also affect a decision to 
combine. “There’s no harm in asking,” 
was the consensus. 

The board unanimously appointed 
Burns, Schwarz, and Director Joyce 
Hartung to a non-decision-making 
committee to discuss district-combin-
ing options with other fire districts. 

Budget work session deemed 
very successful 

Burns stated that the July 9 budget 
work session educated directors, line-
by-line, about how the budget is devel-
oped, the meaning of line items, what is 
included in each line item, and where 
funds are located. Two members of the 
public attended and interacted with 
the board and staff throughout the 2 
1/2-hour work session. When asked if 
they had learned what they needed to 
learn, the new directors’ response was 
an emphatic, “Yes.” Burns noted that a 
summary of the work session is forth-
coming.

Call statistics reported, 
enhancements planned

District calls totaled 77 in July, reported 
Ridings. There were 39 fire calls and 38 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
calls. Station 1 responded to 63 of the 
calls and Station 2 responded to 14. 
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Ridings explained that chang-
es in the district’s territory and 
emergency communication 
system preclude comparison 
to last year’s call statistics; but 
call activity seems to be trend-
ing about the same for the 
area.

Ridings added that infor-
mation captured by the new 
communication system may 
allow for even more details 
such as EMS success rates and 
response times, and provide 
more accurate comparisons. 
Training remains a top prior-
ity. The district recently com-
pleted a basic wildland fire-
fighter class, plans to conduct 
a drivers’ academy soon and 
intends to send staff to the 
country’s top training facility, 
the Nassau County Fire Ser-
vice Academy, in the fall. 

Fire risk unchanged
Burns stated that the district 
remains in Stage 2 fire restric-
tion status. 

Burns added that Admin-
istrative Assistant Stacey 
Popovich had been de-
ployed to the Spring Fire 
in Colorado, and has re-
turned. A four-firefighter 
crew and an engine had 
been deployed to a Cali-
fornia fire and would most 
likely return the week of 
July 23. 
Financial information 

postponed
Due to Popovich’s ab-
sence, the June financial 
report was unavailable. 
Note: Because corrections 
to the May financial re-
port were to be presented, 
Wescott’s August board 
meeting is expected to in-
clude financial reports for 
May, June, and July. 

The board adjourned 

at 8:30 p.m.
**********

The next DWFPD Board of Di-
rectors meeting is scheduled 
for Aug. 21, 7 p.m. at Station 1, 
15415 Gleneagle Drive. Please 
call (719) 488-8680, a non-
emergency number, for more 
information, or visit www.

wescottfire.org. The district is 
also on Facebook and Twitter.
Grateful thanks to Lisa Hat-
field for recording this meeting 
and taking notes. 

Jennifer Kaylor 
can be reached at 

jenniferkaylor@ocn.me.

By Allison Robenstein
At its July 25 meeting, the Tri-
Lakes Monument Fire Protec-
tion District (TLMFPD) board 
formed a committee to discuss 
possible consolidation with 
Donald Wescott Fire Protec-
tion District (DWFPD) and 
heard an update on ways to 
support the area served by the 

Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire 
District (PLVFD).

Vice President Roger 
Lance and President Jake Shirk 
were excused.

Wescott discussions 
On July 10, DWFPD’s board 
voted to form a committee 
of two board members and a 
chief to explore consolidation 

www.k2kritte
rsolutions

.com
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that Raftelis had conducted a recent study for Wood-
moor Water and Sanitation District as well as other 
Front Range special districts and municipalities. See 
www.raftelis.com.
Background: Triview and Colorado Springs Utilities 
(CSU) are discussing how CSU might pipe Triview’s 
renewable surface water to the district so it can tran-
sition away from using groundwater from non-re-
plenishing aquifers. Also, in the last few months, CSU 
announced its WW plants have excess treatment ca-
pacity and would consider treating wastewater from 
smaller districts outside its service area, which would 
help these smaller districts and municipalities deal 
with new regulations. District Manager Jim McGrady 
said he hopes to capitalize on these new opportuni-
ties to secure future resources to benefit Triview’s 
residents, but whichever of the future contingencies 

occur, all will require spending money, so the district 
needs to begin building capital reserves. See www.
ocn.me/v18n1.htm#tvmd, www.ocn.me/v18n4.
htm#tvmd, www.ocn.me/v18n5.htm#tvmd. 

The consultants noted future challenges and cap-
ital needs for Triview:
•	 Sixty percent of Triview is not yet developed.
•	 Triview currently owes about $56.3 million in 

debt on infrastructure construction, interest 
payments, and renewable water purchases.

•	 Stricter WW effluent restrictions in Colorado’s 
Basic Standards and Methodologies for Sur-
face Water Regulation 31 are coming, so Upper 
Monument Creek Regional Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility (UMCRWWTF) must be upgrad-
ed—$10.75 million for Triview’s share of new 
treatment technologies construction costs will 
be required (assuming no Triview sharing of 
CSU’s JD Phillips WWTF).

•	 Triview’s shares of UMCRWWTF flow and or-
ganic treatment capacity need to be expanded 
to meet future Triview growth—$12.7 million 
for construction of expanded plant treatment 
capacity (assuming no Triview wastewater be-
ing diverted to the CSU JD Phillips WWTF).

•	 Water rights acquisitions and pipelines from 
water rights to water treatment facilities are 
needed for a renewable water supply.

Some of the wastewater financial plan projection as-
sumptions in the Raftelis study were:
•	 Borrow $1 million from the water fund in 2018 

to minimize 2018 WW rate revenue increase, re-
paying this inter-fund loan from 2019 through 
2022 with 2 percent interest to the water fund.

•	 Triview’s existing NorthStar Bank loan of about 

possibilities and keep the lines of communication 
open with TLMFPD. See DWFPD article on page 1.

On July 25, the TLMFPD board voted unanimous-
ly to form a similar committee to examine possibili-
ties with DWFPD and bring information back to the 

full board. Treasurer John Hildebrandt and Secretary 
Mike Smaldino will represent TLMFPD with Director 
Terri Hayes as the alternate. See www.ocn.me/v18n7.
htm#tlmfpd. 

Chief Chris Truty and DWFPD Chief Vinny Burns 
will be working together to create a comprehensive 
report intended to identify differences and similari-
ties in the organizations. 

Smaldino said the creation of a committee 
doesn’t commit TLMFPD to joining up with Wescott 
at all. Truty agreed and said there are discussions 
happening and that this board should continue to be 
involved. 

Palmer Lake Volunteer  
Fire Department update

Truty said the Palmer Lake Town Council (PLTC) 
is hiring a consultant to research the effects of the 
PLVFD remaining as is, with its one fire station in 
need of major renovations, or asking for some form 
of assistance coverage from TLMFPD. PLTC has also 
discussed having a community vote related to the 
possible changes, he said. See PLTC article on page 10, 
and www.ocn.me/v18n7.htm#pltc.
Background: In 2015, PLVFD signed a mutual re-
sponse agreement with TLMFPD for fire calls. PLVFD 
staff manually call TLMFPD for aid on medical calls 
if needed for advanced life support, but otherwise 
Palmer Lake receives ambulance service through 
the AMR ambulance stationed at DWFPD’s Sta-
tion 1 on Gleneagle Drive. See www.ocn.me/v15n2.
htm#pltc0122. 

There haven’t been any operational changes 
since July, although both entities may create an in-

tergovernmental agreement (IGA) to deal with short-
term arrangements before any more permanent ar-
rangements, Truty said. 

Both TLMFPD and the Town of Palmer Lake are 
represented by the same law firm—Widner, Juran LLP. 
Truty asked the board to vote to execute a conflict of 
interest waiver for Widner Juran LLP that would make 
use of Maureen Juran’s experience with both entities 
and allow the firm to write the first draft of an IGA 
based on both districts’ needs. This document would 
then be negotiated and finalized by two separate law-
yers to relieve any conflict of interest. 

Director Jason Buckingham asked if the Black 
Forest Fire Rescue Protection District is interested in 
discussing some kind of consolidation with TLMFPD 
as well. Truty said they have expressed interest in the 
past, but they are not included in talks currently. 

Chief’s report
Truty’s report included a description of how TLMFPD 
crews participated in the initial response to the July 20 
Rampart Fire northeast of Woodland Park, helping to 
stabilize it in the early stages. 

He also said El Paso County has moved to a Stage 
1 burn ban after recent rains. 

**********
Meetings are usually held the fourth Wednesday of 
each month. The next meeting is scheduled for 6:30 
p.m. Aug. 22 at TLMFPD Station 1, 18650 Highway 
105. For information, contact Jennifer Martin at (719) 
484-9011. For upcoming agendas, see http://tlmfire.
org/board.

Allison Robenstein can be reached at 
allisonrobenstein@ocn.me.
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Do this for your 
family now! 

(719) 621-2003 

One FREE 
Personal 
Training 
Session! 

With this coupon. One per 
person. Thru 8/31/18. 

13820 Gleneagle Dr. Gleneagle 80921 
studiofitness13820@gmail.com  

www.StudioFitnessCO.com 

 

TRIVIEW (Cont. from page 1)
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$4.3 million refunded with issuance of new Triv-
iew bonds in fall 2018 that will be fully repaid by 
2048. 

•	 Assumes no WW connection will be made with 
CSU. 

•	 All Triview WW continues to be treated by UM-
CRWWTF.

•	 Includes UMCRWWTF plant expansion projects 
beginning in 2023, but no longer includes plans 
for increased arsenic treatment capital improve-
ments in 2018 and 2019.

•	 Planning for no CSU WW connection is a con-
servative assumption for capital planning as 
CSU evaluates a regional option.

Some of the water financial plan projection assump-
tions were:
•	 Recommend the elimination of the water reuse 

fee.
•	 Recommend that the Renewable Water Fee be 

increased to $7,000 per three-fourths-inch me-
ter.

•	 Loan $1 million to WW Fund in 2018, repaid by 
2022.

•	 Triview’s existing Key Bank $6.3 million loan is 
refunded with issuance of a new Triview bond 
issue in fall 2018 and fully paid in 2048.

•	 Includes capital costs of a pipeline to CSU.
•	 Does not include potential operating costs ad-

justments that may occur from a water connec-
tion to CSU.

Some of the renewable water costs in Triview’s capital 
improvements plan were:
•	 Water rights - $1.75 million in 2019.
•	 Water rights - $1.86 million in 2021.
•	 Water rights - $1.91 million in 2022.
•	 Water rights - $1.97 million in 2023.
•	 Water rights - $2.03 million in 2024.
•	 Water rights - $2.09 million in 2025.
•	 Water pipeline from CSU - $10.13 million in 

2023.
Construction of a vital new Triview Arapahoe aquifer 
well in 2019 will cost $1.55 million. 

Discussions about possible WW regionalization 
with CSU will include workshops and approval by 
UMCRWWTF, the U.S. Air Force Academy, the Colo-
rado Department of Public Health and Environment, 
and the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Raftelis also made some suggestions about 
changes to various types of tap fees for new construc-
tion, but the board did not take action on those yet.

McGrady said that a next phase of analysis Rafte-
lis consultants could do would be a “cost of service” 
study and future analysis of tap fees to make sure 

they are adequate for building out the remaining 60 
percent of Triview. The consensus of the board was 
to make sure that costs are shared equitably among 
current and future residents.

Gophers, 
Moles, Voles, 
Burrowing 

Rodent 
Control  

(719) 377-3991 

Gophers-B-Gone 

wwwGophersBGone.net 

Linda A. Lyons, M.A.-CCC-SLP; ABD 
Speech-Language Pathologist/Cognitive Specialist 

(303) 579-8114      revlalyons@gmail.com 

• Speech/Articulation           • TBI/Memory Deficits 
• Dyslexia/Reading Difficulties 
• Auditory Processing/Comprehension 
• Problem Solving/Executive Functioning 

Speech and Language Therapy Speech and Language Therapy 

Open 24 hours a day. No contracts. 
No long-term commitments.  

Now expanded with more equipment.  
www.Trilakeswww.Trilakes--Fitness.comFitness.com  

To schedule a tour and complimentary 
workout, call our 24-hour cell phone:  

(719) 232(719) 232--0685 0685  
1728 Lake Woodmoor Drive 

Monument 80132 

2424--Hour Hour   
Fitness Center Fitness Center   

Monument Hill  
Farmers Market  

                 Every Saturday     
                8 am-2 pm 
In front of the D-38 Administration Building 

at 2nd and Jefferson St. in Downtown 
Monument. Park behind the administration 

building or in the Catholic Church parking lot. 
Playground for the kids! Many new vendors plus 

all your old favorites!  
For information, call 592-9420. 
Palisade Peaches are here! 

BLACK FOREST CHEF 
Special party  
coming up? 

Don’t want to cook?  
Let Chef Sandy whip 
up the perfect meal. 

(719) 426-8475 

Dry Cleaning 
10% OFF! 

minimum 10 pieces ...or... 
Two Comforters 
Any Size...$60! 

 

 

Discounts for new customers,  
first responders, and military. 

Present or mention coupon at time of drop off. Cannot be 
combined with other offers.  Good through 8/31/18. 

Monument Cleaners 
Your personal quality cleaner 
All cleaning, except leather, done on-site. 
15932 Jackson Creek Parkway 
In the Monument Marketplace 
(719) 481-4485 

Summer  Special! Summer  Special! 

Nights @ The Speedtrap 
                 Dinner/Bar Menu served 3-9 p.m.  

    Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays 
      Full Service Bar—All evening 

 

LIVE MUSIC 
Thursdays — OPEN MIC—7-9:30 p.m. 

Share your talent! 
 

Fridays & Saturdays — 8-11 p.m. 
—Featured Musicians— 

August 3: Andrea Van Allen 
August 4: Tramps Like Us 

August 10: Out of Nowhere Bluegrass 
August 11: Heather Romero 
August 17: Summer of ‘71 
August 18: Ryan Hutchens 

August 24: TBA 
August 25: Knightbeats 

August 31: Boyd Sweeney Duo 
September 1: Doug Kolz 

 
 

84 Highway 105 in  Palmer Lake        
719.488.2007          www.speedtrapbistro.com 

Larry Brown Excavating 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Driveway and Drainage  
 

Free Estimates • Veteran-Owned 
 

(719) 332-2269 
 

Insured • 24 years in business 

Call to 
get your 
Summer 
projects 

done 
now! 

 Come connect with us!  Come connect with us!  
 

We meet every Sunday at  
14960 Woodcarver Road 80921 

(just west of I-25 off Baptist Road) 
Connection and Fellowship 9:30 am 

Free donuts and coffee before the service! 
Main Service: 10 am 

 

Non-denominational, 
Spirit-led 

Team Pastor Dan Crosby 
www.fuelchurch.org  

info@fuel.org 

Saxophone & 
Clarinet 

Instruction 
 

Beginner through Advanced 
Fall Availability 

 

Gordon Shaffer, B.M., M.M. 
Monument Resident, Teacher & 

Performer, Former Member of The 
U.S. Army Band, Washington, D.C. 

 

Inspiring Music in our Youth… 
...One Note at a Time 

 

(614) 315-4580 
gordon.shaffer@sbcglobal.net 

TM

Friday-Sunday, August 14-16

Many participating homes!
For details and map visit

www.KingsDeer.org Garage Saleand click

Hwy 105 and Roller Coaster Rd

Community Garage Sale

OCN1508

10-12
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Resident Steve Remington, who is a past Triv-
iew board member, expressed his fury with the dis-
trict over its whole line of thinking about debt, lack 
of wastewater facility planning, decisions about and 
how to use savings in the general fund and enterprise 
funds, the assumptions Raftelis had made regarding 

possible water vs. wastewater regionalization, and 
how tap fees ought to be used. McGrady responded, 
in part, that TABOR (Taxpayers Bill of Rights Amend-
ment) restricts the use of general fund revenue for en-
terprise fund expenses.

The Triview board unanimously approved a reso-
lution establishing a new rate schedule, including a 
10 percent increase in wastewater rates and a 5 per-
cent increase in water rates that become effective on 
Sept. 1. 

Besides these initial increases that the board ap-
proved, Raftelis recommended a series of increases 
in both water and wastewater rates every year for the 
next 10 years. If wastewater regionalization with CSU 
at the JD Phillips WWTF does not occur, all 10 years 
of Raftelis’ suggested rate increases could be enacted 
in the future, doubling the average water and WW 
monthly rates by 2028. Over the next few years, the 
board will determine the size of future rate increases 
depending on the final decisions made by CSU, which 
will affect Triview’s capital plans so dramatically.

2017 audit accepted
Steve Hochstetter, partner, and accountant Courtney 
Vance of Stockman Kast Ryan & Company presented 
a summary of Triview’s 2017 audit and gave it a clean, 
unmodified opinion. Hochstetter said no adjust-
ments were necessary, which spoke to the quality of 
the accounting process throughout 2017.

District manager’s report
McGrady said discussions with Donala Water and 
Sanitation District were moving ahead regarding the 
possibility of a more permanent “wheeling agree-
ment” for non-emergency interconnections for wa-
ter. Note: Currently, there is water interconnection 
between the two districts, but the intergovernmental 
agreement is only for emergencies such as the 20- to 
30-million-gallon leak Triview experienced in 2016. 
See www.ocn.me/v16n8.htm#tvmd0712. 

The consensus was that Triview’s board should 
meet soon with Donala’s board for a feasibility work-
shop. Other discussions might occur with Woodmoor 
Water and Sanitation and the Town of Monument, 
President Mark Melville said.

McGrady said the loan refunding plan would 
make borrowing additional money easier should 
opportunities present themselves to the district and 
would also eliminate a $3.4 million balloon payment 
on the Key Bank loan. The district is working with in-
vestment firm D.A. Davidson to get a good interest 
rate on the bonds issued, and the refinancing is ten-
tatively scheduled for an Oct. 4 closing. McGrady and 
the board agree this is necessary.

During public comments, Remington voiced his 

opposition to the district refinancing debt to increase 
its debt capacity. He was opposed to spending more 
money long-term on interest and refinancing fees.

McGrady and Water Superintendent Shawn Sex-
ton presented monthly updates regarding progress on 
the west interceptor line construction this year and 
plans for 2019 road rehabilitation, mowing and weed 
control, upgrades to district irrigation systems, water 
production, and leak detection.

Town of Monument Planning Director Larry 
Manning said the town wouldn’t team up with Triv-
iew on the cost of engineering design work on the 
widening of Jackson Creek Parkway from The Vistas 
at Jackson Creek apartments to just north of Higby 
Road, McGrady said. The town owns JCP north of 
Higby Road and would be responsible for widening 
that short section.

McGrady and Sexton introduced Gary Harrison, 
who will now be directly supervising Triview’s parks, 
open space and streets crews. He can be reached at 
gharrison@triviewmetro.com.

McGrady said that TABOR requires all the rev-
enue from Triview’s 35 property tax mill levy to go 
toward general fund district debt payments, but “it 
would really help” if residents would vote to allow ex-
cess revenues to go toward capital projects, he said. 
The board voted unanimously to approve a letter of 
engagement with attorney Kim Crawford of Butler 
Snow LLP to advise Triview about this potential ballot 
issue. 

Remington asked if a ballot measure were agreed 
upon if the ballot question could also ask voters about 
moving some of the $16 million savings from the gen-
eral fund to the enterprise fund.

The board went into executive session at 8:21 
p.m. to receive legal advice relating to negotiations. 
McGrady told OCN that no announcements or votes 
were made when the meeting returned to public ses-
sion.

**********
The next Triview meeting will be held Aug. 14 at 5 p.m. 
at the Fairfield Inn, Mt. Herman Conference Room, 
15275 Struthers Road, Colorado Springs. Meetings are 
normally held on the second Tuesday of the month. 
Information: 488-6868 or see www.triviewmetro.com. 
The board meeting packet is now posted each month 
on the district’s website at https://triviewmetro.com/
boardDocuments. See also “Triview Metropolitan 
District” on Facebook, or Twitter.com/@TriviewMet-
ro.
Lisa Hatfield can be reached at lisahatfield@ocn.me.

Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility Joint Use meeting, July 10

Love and Skrdlant earn certifications 

Learn more by stopping 
by the Tri-Lakes YMCA or 
calling 719.481.8728!

Receive 50% off with Family Program Package

Financial assistance is available. No contracts.

TRI-LAKES Y 
17250 Jackson Creek Parkway

Monument, CO 80132
ppymca.org

REGISTER NOW!
FALL YOUTH SPORTS
Season Starts August 27

Outdoor Soccer, Flag Football, Volleyball

AGES
SOCCER Preschool — Grade 6
VOLLEYBALL Grade 1 — Grade 8
FLAG FOOTBALL Grade 1 — Grade 12

Woodmoor Handyman 
Remodels • Electrical • Plumbing 

No job too small 
Call for an estimate today! 
(719) 640-5751 (office) 
(719) 650-7252 (cell) 
1-719-568-2957 (cell) 

TriTri--Lakes Consignment, LtdLakes Consignment, Ltd..  
Furniture, Antiques, Collectibles & Gifts 

West End Center 
755 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake 

(719) 203(719) 203--51785178  
TLConsign.com 

Find your next treasure at Tri-Lakes Consignment 

Above: Kevin Love, left, Facility Manager William Burks, and Brian Skrdlant are part of the operations 
team at the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility (TLWWTF) that serves Monument, Palmer Lake, and 
Woodmoor. On July 10, Burks told the TLWWTF Joint Use Committee that Skrdlant had just achieved his 
Class B certification, Love had achieved his Class C, and they have already begun working on their A and 
B licenses, respectively. The JUC cheered for the accomplishments of this new generation of workers. 
Nationwide, the wastewater industry is experiencing a shortage of new applicants; skills that are required 
in new trainees include good record keeping and documentation, data collection, understanding of state 
regulations, and mechanical/equipment maintenance interest and abilities, Burks says. He can be reached 
at williamb@tlwastewater.com. Photo by Jim Kendrick.
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By James Howald 
On July 9, the Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation District (WWSD) board 
worked on how to meet the state’s re-
quirements for augmenting the wa-
ter retained in ponds in the district. 
They also planned a field trip for the 
board members to visit the Woodmoor 
Ranch, and district staff presented op-
erational reports.

Ponds added to district’s 
augmentation plan

District Manager Jessie Shaffer told the 
board that five years previously, the 
district had filed a plan with the state 
board to augment water in ponds in the 
district. When water is held in a pond, 
the pond owner must augment water 
flow downstream from the pond to re-
place water that evaporates from the 
pond, so that owners of downstream 
water rights receive all the water for 
which they have paid.

The plan, or decree, that WWSD 
filed gave the district the right to add 
more ponds in the future, Shaffer said. 
In December, Doug Hollister, District 
10 Water Commissioner, told the pond 
owners in WWSD they would have to 
choose between draining their ponds 
or meeting the requirement to augment 
the downstream flows, Shaffer told the 
board. The pond owners approached 
WWSD with requests to address this is-
sue, Shaffer said.

Ronnie Sperling, the district’s wa-
ter attorney, filed the necessary papers 
to add the ponds in question to the dis-
trict’s augmentation plan, Shaffer said. 
To complete the process, the WWSD 
board would need to vote on a resolu-
tion to add the ponds to the district’s 
water decree.

Shaffer asked the board to vote to 
add seven ponds to the district’s aug-

mentation plan: Williams pond, Wild 
Duck pond, Twin ponds, Maguire 
pond, Doewood pond, Duck pond and 
the Augusta pond. Two of these ponds, 
Wild Duck pond and Twin ponds, are 
on Woodmoor Improvement Asso-
ciation (WIA) property, Shaffer said, 
adding that a third WIA pond, Hidden 
pond, would be addressed separately.

The board voted unanimously to 
approve the resolution adding the sev-
en ponds.

Board plans trip to 
Woodmoor Ranch

WWSD owns Woodmoor Ranch, previ-
ously known as JV Ranch, near Foun-
tain, which it acquired for its water 
rights. To convert the water from agri-
cultural to municipal use, the district 
must complete revegetation projects 
that protect the topsoil. Shaffer pro-
posed that the board tour the property 
to better understand the progress the 
district is making in its revegetation ef-
forts. Paul Flack, the district’s revegeta-
tion consultant, would accompany the 
board on its tour, Shaffer said.

In addition to the Woodmoor 
Ranch, the district is also a shareholder 
in the Chilcott Ditch, which transports 
water from Fountain Creek to Calhan 
Reservoir on the Woodmoor Ranch 
and which includes an augmentation 
pumping station that is currently un-
dergoing improvements to protect it 
from erosion. The augmentation sta-
tion would be included on the tour as 
well, Shaffer said.

Highlights from operational re-
ports
•	 In the financial report, it was not-

ed that requests for new taps have 
slowed in the last two months.

•	 Matrix Design is moving forward 
with its work to address erosion at 

the Chilcott Ditch augmentation 
station, and funding for the proj-
ect has been obtained.

•	 Warm, dry weather has required 
the district to do more irrigation 
on the Woodmoor Ranch to help 
with the establishment of native 
grasses.

•	 Only 1 percent of the district’s wa-
ter is unaccounted for, indicating 
the system is operating very effi-
ciently.

•	 The quality of the water in Wood-
moor Lake has improved due to 

efforts to reduce algae and better 
aerate the water in the lake.

**********
The next meeting is scheduled for Aug. 
13 at 1 p.m. Meetings are usually held 
at the district office at 1845 Woodmoor 
Drive on the second Monday of each 
month at 1 p.m. See www.woodmoor-
water.com or call 488-2525 to verify 
meeting times.

James Howald can be reached at 
jameshowald@ocn.me. 

By Jim Kendrick
On July 19, the Donala Water and Sani-
tation District (DWSD) board unani-
mously approved an interim multi-user 
rate change for commercial customers 
like hotels that use significantly higher 
amounts of potable water than any pre-
vious Donala commercial customers 
have used until a “large commercial 
businesses” rate table can be created 
and approved. An inclusion hearing 
for the Western Museum of Mining 
and Industry was tentatively scheduled 
for the Sept. 20 regular Donala board 
meeting. Donala has been advised that 
El Paso County’s 100-day construction 
of the roundabout at Struthers and Gle-
neagle Drive will now begin in October. 

Director Bob Denny announced 
that he would be moving out of the 
Donala service area and resigning from 
the Donala board a few months from 
now. The board will have 60 days to ap-
point a replacement director after the 
date of Denny’s formal resignation. 

Commercial rates needed
District General Manager Kip Peters-
en stated that Donala has historically 
served residential units and small com-
mercial operations that do not consume 
a great deal of water on a sustained ba-
sis and had never needed a commercial 
water rate in the past. Hotels use more 

water than other Donala businesses 
like 7-Eleven have previously required, 
and a large-business tap rate structure 
that also considers summer irrigation 
peaks needs to be created, he said. The 
staff will research a rational basis for 
setting appropriate commercial rates 
for the larger demands of 1½-inch and 
greater tap sizes.

Museum update inclusion 
hearing scheduled

The Western Museum of Mining and 
Industry was conditionally included 
into Donala in 2006 and lies within 
Donala’s service area but remains on 
well and septic. The museum has been 
listed as part of Donala’s previous 1041 
reports and Bureau of Reclamation 
requests. The board concurred with 
Petersen that an updated formal in-
clusion hearing was appropriate and 
tentatively scheduled it for Sept. 20. 
Donala’s Northgate lift station was de-
signed to service the museum, and no 
additional wastewater construction 
will be required. The museum’s Daw-
son well water right would be trans-
ferred to Donala. 

First-half district financial 
results on track 

Petersen reported, “Overall I’m hap-
py with where we’re at [financially],” 

(Continued on page 9)

Donala Water and Sanitation District, July 19

New rates proposed for large 
commercial customers

Let us sell for YOU on the 
WORLD’S LARGEST auction site! 

Professional photographs, 
descriptions & shipping! 

 

We do ALL the work  
so you don’t have to!  

 

The Blue Sage Merchant 
www.stores.ebay.com/thebluesagemerchant 

Call 488-1822 or visit us at 251 Front St., Monument 

Tuesday - Friday 10-4 & Saturday 10-3 
Closed Sunday & Monday 

Proudly serving the Front Range for 14 years! 

COMMUNITY

PIG ROAST
& client appreciation event

c 20TH ANNUAL d

AUGUST 10,  2018  B 5:30-7:30pm
a l l  a g e s  w e l c o m e

AN INVESTMENT IN 

236 n. washington street B monument, co 80132

FUNBFRIENDSBFINANCE
FRESH ROAST PIG B SIDES B DRINKS B BOUNCE HOUSE

FFRREEEE TTOO TTHHEE PPUUBBLLICC

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser. 
Fixed insurance products and services offered through CES Insurance Agency.

langinvestmentservices.com B (719) 481-0887

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, July 9 

Strategy for ponds considered; Woodmoor Ranch trip planned



719.597.0822

17230 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Suite 220
Monument, CO 80132

Who’s Ready for School?

Exceptional Therapy For Exceptional Children

shandyclinic.com /shandyclinic @shandyclinic @shandyclinic @shandyclinic

Speech · Occupational · Physical Therapy

Partnering With Families, Educators, And Medical 
Professionals To Unlock The Full Potential Of Every Child!

Adaptive Development, 
Articulation / Language, Autism, 

Spectrum, Balance, Feeding, 
Fine & Gross Motor Skills, 

General Developmental Delays, 
Handwriting, Learning Disabilities, 

Motor Planning, Sensory 
Processing, Stuttering

We Evaluate & Treat In Many Areas:

Are you wondering if your child is 
developing on track? Give us a call for a 
free consultation just in time for the new 
school year! We are currently taking new 
patients with no wait list! 

We offer many treatments for children 
with general developmental delays, 
Autism, ADHD, and Dyslexia, just to 
name a few.

At our Tri-Lakes Health Pavilion location 
we offer a comprehensive and holistic 
approach, using therapies like Aquatic 
and Animal Assisted Therapy. Let us walk 
through this journey with you.
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though anticipated development has 
not begun yet at the end of the first half 
of the year. “Everything else is pretty 
much where it should be, all things 
considered.” Water sales during the 
past months of drought have increased 
substantially, but the demand is being 
met. 

Wastewater biosolids hauling costs 
for the Upper Monument Creek Re-
gional Wastewater Treatment Facility 
(UMCRWWTF) are rising, and these 
higher costs will have to be factored 
into the 2019 budget. Contract services 
expenses are front loaded and will be 
less for the rest of 2018, in line with 
the total amount budgeted. Bids for 
the new facility headworks screen and 
catwalk construction projects will be 
opened in August. (See www.ocn.me/
v18n6.htm#dwsd , www.ocn.me/v18n7.
htm#dwsd )

Planned district capital construc-
tion projects totaling $2.6 million are 
starting now. The 2018 budget included 
tap fee revenues for 12 new golf course 
residential lots, but none has been built 
yet. Engineering expenses for the Capi-
tal Gateway project at Struthers Road 
and Gleneagle Drive as well as staff 
training expenses have been a little 
higher than expected, but not a matter 
of concern, Petersen said. 

The district purchased a new ad-
ditional Chevrolet Colorado pickup 
truck, with no trade-in, for $28,200. 

Average Donala capital-preserving 
investment bond interest rates have 
substantially increased from historic 
long-term recession lows of less than 1 

percent. Reinvestments have resulted 
in General Fund investment bond in-
terest now averaging 2.31 percent, and 
Debt Fund bonds are now averaging 
2.37 percent. The Bond Project Fund, 
which is used for more liquid redemp-
tions to make capital project invoice 
payments, is earning 1.74 percent cur-
rently. 

Willow Creek Ranch in 
severe drought

Petersen has been presenting month-
ly U.S. Drought Monitor Report up-
dates. The percentage of Southern 
Colorado that is in extreme and ex-
ceptional drought status continues to 
grow northward, with much of El Paso 
County in extreme drought status. U.S. 
Drought Monitor maps are available to 
all OCN readers for their download in 
JPG and PDF format at:
Colorado: http://droughtmonitor.unl.
edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMoni-
tor.aspx?CO 
National: http://droughtmonitor.unl.
edu/CurrentMap.aspx 

Donala owns a renewable sur-
face water right for a rolling average 
use of 280 acre-feet per year from Wil-
low Creek Ranch, which is adjacent 
to Leadville. This renewable water is 
stored in Pueblo Reservoir, then con-
veyed to a Colorado Springs Utilities 
(CSU) water treatment plant by the 
Southern Delivery System for treat-
ment. Treated CSU potable water is 
then delivered to the CSU-Donala in-
terconnection at Northgate Boulevard 
and Struthers Road for direct distribu-
tion to Donala customers. 

Petersen reported, “The ranch is 
the driest we’ve seen it.” Flows from the 

ranch are reduced from previous years. 
Most of the nearby snow on Mount El-
bert and Mount Massive has melted. 
The ranch was under extreme Stage 2 

wildfire risk at the time of this meeting, 
and Petersen has banned campfires on 
the ranch. Fire mitigation and normal 
summer maintenance are well under-

DONALA (Cont. from page 7)

Paid Advertisement

Malinda Martens fell in love with 
history and teaching as a seventh 
grader. Her teacher at Eagleview 
Middle School had a way of 
creating a magical space in his 
classroom. She decided then that 
her classroom would be the same, 
a place where the rest of the world 
disappears for her students, where 
authentic U.S. history comes alive. 
Her eighth grade classroom at 
Lewis-Palmer Middle School is 
that magical place.

Upon earning her teaching degree, Malinda student taught at her 
alma mater, Eagleview.  When she finished her student teaching, 
she knew that she wanted to be in D38. She was hired at Creekside 
Middle School and when it closed, she moved over to LPMS. She 
loves watching her students come of age, changing and growing 
before they head off to high school. She helps them figure out their 
own legacy and in doing so creates hers.

Martens regularly invites community personalities into her 
classroom. Lt. James Downing, the oldest living Pearl Harbor 
survivor (now deceased), came into her class bringing a virtual 
reality tour and NPR. Benny Nasser shows up each year decked 
out in a full Civil War uniform, but each day, Malinda is the real 
show. She enjoys the community coming into the classroom and 
seeing what teachers do every day, seeing that they genuinely 
care about their kids and want to help prepare them for their 
next steps.

Malinda spends her summer doing a different kind of 
entertaining. She volunteers at a local hospital in the birth center 
caring for the needs of newborns. Malinda is a third generation 
Colorado Springs native and enjoys time with her family who 
live in the area.

Lewis-Palmer School 
District 38  

Teacher Spotlight:

Malinda Martens

LPSD Upcoming Events
August 13:  8th, 11th, 12th Grade Processing (LPMS, LPHS, PRHS), HS Sports Practices Begin

August 14:  7th, 9th, 10th Grade Processing (LPMS, LPHS, PRHS), Monument Academy  
MS Orientation

August 15: LPMS 7th Grade WEB Day

August 15: Monument Academy First Day for Students

August 17: PRHS New Student Orientation

August 20:  LINK Freshmen Orientation (LPHS, PRHS), LPHS New Student Orientation, 
PRHS 9th Grade Parent Meeting, Elementary Back-to-School Events,  
Board of Education Meeting 6 p.m.

August 21: First Day for Students

August 24: K-6 Assessment Day

August 28: PRHS Back-to-School Night 

August 29: LPHS Back-to-School Night 

August 30: LPMS Back-to-School Night

August 31: No Classes PK-12 (Monument Academy Regular Friday)

August
S  M  T  W  T  F  S

Back-to-School Checklist
School begins August 21. 
Check your school website for additional specifics 
regarding returning to school.
All Families: 
   Infinite Campus Annual Update
   Back-to-School Night 
Middle or High School Students: 
   Processing Dates and Times
   Athletic Practices
 

Elementary School Students: 
   Supply List
   Back-to-School Open  

House or Ice Cream Social
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way. The board cancelled the annual 
Donala staff campout at the ranch due 
to the fire risk and drought conditions. 

Additional arsenic 
treatment required

New tighter arsenic restrictions will 
be imposed on UMCRWWTF in Oc-
tober 2019—8.7 micrograms per li-
ter. (https://www.ocn.me/v18n6.
htm#dwsd )

Designs for the new construction 
to provide the additional treatment are 
underway by engineering consultant 
GMS Inc. On May 17, consulting engi-
neer Mark Morton of GMS briefed the 
board on improvements that have been 
designed for the UMCRWWTF arse-
nic pilot plant. He discussed progress 
to date on determining treatment op-
tions, potential costs, and timelines. He 
reviewed new state arsenic regulation 
requirements and the facility’s new 
compliance schedule for meeting the 
new UMCRWWTF arsenic effluent dis-
charge limit of 8.7 micrograms per liter 
by Sept. 30, 2019.

The arsenic comes from Denver 
basin groundwater wells. Donala is 

now using more renewable surface wa-
ter, which has no detectable arsenic, 
to dilute arsenic. Triview Metropolitan 
District is planning to use renewable 
surface water in the future to dilute 
arsenic. Forest Lakes Metropolitan 
District is planning to dilute arsenic 
as well. There will be a risk of an arse-
nic violation at UMCRWWTF if surface 
water flows are interrupted and any of 
these three UMCRWWTF co-owner 
districts have to revert to dependence 
on groundwater wells. 

Meeting with Triview board 
proposed

The board agreed to propose a long-
term planning discussion about water 
and wastewater during a special board-
to-board meeting between the Donala 
and Triview boards on Sept. 26. If that 
date turns out to be acceptable to Triv-
iew’s directors, Petersen and Triview 
District Manager Jim McGrady will 
determine a time and agenda for this 
special meeting. 

Capital construction update
Beers Construction Co. was to begin 
construction by July 23 for the replace-

ment of service lines and saddle taps 
near Gleneagle Drive from the Donala 
main to the curb stop where the corro-
sive soil has compromised the integrity 
of the existing equipment. This con-
struction was scheduled to last about 
three weeks. 

Global Underground has started to 
mobilize its equipment near the R. Hull 
water treatment plant for its large 120-
day boring project to connect this plant 
to the Jessie Drive booster station. 

A preconstruction meeting will be 
set with Pate Construction for the 120-
day water main replacement project 
along Gleneagle Drive from Westches-

ter Drive to Sun Hills Drive. The tenta-
tive start date for this project is Aug. 6. 

For more information on these 
three projects, see www.ocn.me/
v18n7.htm#dwsd 

The meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.
**********

The next board meeting will be held at 
1:30 p.m. Aug. 16 in the district con-
ference room at 15850 Holbein Drive. 
Information: 488-3603 or www.donala-
water.org. Meetings are normally held 
on the third Thursday of the month. 

Jim Kendrick can be reached at 
jimkendrick@ocn.me.

By James Howald and Jackie Burhans
The Palmer Lake Town Council ordered 
sweeping water restrictions on July 26 
because of a well failure. The first meet-
ing of the month, on July 12, was a reg-
ular council meeting and the second, 
on July 26, was a working session, but 
Mayor John Cressman welcomed com-
ments from the public at both meet-
ings, and several votes were taken at 
the second meeting. The council plans 
to hold two meetings—one regular 
council meeting and one “voting work 
session”—going forward, with public 
comments at the working session al-
lowed at the discretion of the mayor.

At the meetings, the council con-
tinued to work on issues that have 
concerned the town in some cases 
for years, such as how to manage the 
town’s water supply, how to regulate 
sales of marijuana within the town lim-
its, and how to protect the town from 
fire and plan for the Palmer Lake Vol-
unteer Fire Department. In addition to 
those issues, the board banned dogs 
from reservoir hiking trails and heard 
noise complaints from a number of 
residents about a concert at The Villa 
Restaurant. 

Council declares emergency 
water use restrictions

Cressman told the council on July 26 
that one of the two wells that supply 
water to the town had developed a 
problem with its pump and was oper-
ating at greatly reduced capacity. That 
well had been the more productive 
of the two prior to the pump failing, 
Cressman said. The reduced produc-
tion from the well raised the possibility 
that the town would run out of water 
and it might take three months to fix 
the problem, he said. 

In response to this, the council 
considered resolution 13, which pro-
hibits the approval of any new taps, ef-
fectively ending any new construction 
in the town. The resolution also forbids 
landscape watering, car washing, and 
any other non-essential use of water 
such as sidewalk washing and the fill-
ing of fountains without aquatic life. It 
also prohibits restaurants from serving 
water unless it is requested by a cus-
tomer.

Cressman emphasized this reso-
lution was intended to deal with the 
problems created by the well pump 
failure and would be in effect only until 
the pump could be repaired. 

Council member Paul Banta point-
ed out the town had three sources of 
water: the two wells and the reservoirs. 
One of the wells was operating at 20 
percent efficiency, he said, and the 
other had been at 100 percent before 
the pump failure and now was close to 

producing nothing. He added that only 
a limited amount of water could be 
drawn from the reservoirs by law.

The council voted unanimously to 
approve the resolution, which took ef-
fect immediately.

Dogs banned from reservoir 
trails; fines doubled to $800

The council has worked for some time 
on the issue of how best to manage the 
town’s reservoirs which, in addition to 
providing the town’s drinking water, 
have also traditionally been used for 
recreational purposes, such as fishing. 
The trails adjacent to the reservoirs are 
popular with hikers, who often bring 
their dogs and fail to clean up after 
them, potentially reducing the qual-
ity of the town’s drinking water. Hikers 
also start illegal campfires, increasing 
the danger of wildfire that could lead to 
contamination of the water supply. 

Last year, the council closed the 
reservoir trails to hikers altogether, but 
outcry from the community led the 
council to reverse that decision.

At the second meeting in July, the 
council took action on this issue by ap-
proving resolution 12, which prohibits 
hikers from taking their dogs on the 
reservoir trails and increases the fine 
for doing so to $800.

The council heard comments criti-
cal of this restriction from residents 
who wanted to continue to hike with 
their dogs along the reservoir trails, 
and from residents who suggested 
other ways to manage access to the trail 
and to parking at the trailhead. Several 
residents emphasized the importance 
of consistent enforcement of laws ban-
ning dogs and campfires. 

Recreational marijuana sales 
heads to ballot again

At the July 12 meeting, the council 
heard from two local business people, 
Melissa Woodward of Premier Organ-
ics LLC and Dino Salvatori of Palmer 
Lake Wellness, who told the council 
they were collecting signatures with 
the intention of putting an initiative on 
the ballot in November that would re-
verse the town’s prohibition of the sale 
of recreational marijuana. Woodward 
asked the council to consider waiving 
the requirement to collect signatures to 
put the initiative on the ballot. Salvatori 
emphasized the tax revenue that recre-
ational sales could bring to the town.

The council declined the request to 
waive the signature collection. Council 
member Glant Havenar told Wood-
ward that she was entitled to try to put 
the initiative on the ballot, but that Ha-
venar did not want to see recreational 
sales and did not support waiving the 
requirement to gather the required 
number of signatures to put the initia-

Palmer Lake Town Council, July 12 and 26

Well fails; council declares 
water emergency 
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tive on the ballot. Banta agreed with Havenar’s com-
ments.

At the July 26 meeting, the council considered an 
initiative to the ballot that would raise the sales tax 
on recreational marijuana if the initiative promoted 

by Woodward and Salvatori should pass. Previous 
initiatives to legalize recreational sales had included 
a sales tax, but the initiative proposed by Woodward 
and Salvatori did not include such a tax, according to 
Town Administrator Cathy Green-Sinnard. Town At-
torney Maureen Juran explained the town’s initiative 

Above: The Palmer Lake Town Council holds its first voting work session on July 26 with a large group 
of residents in attendance to hear and comment on topics ranging from water protection, trail access for 
dogs, fire danger to noise complaints. The council plans to hold two meetings each month. The first, on 
the second Thursday of the month will be the regular council meeting. The second meeting on the fourth 
Thursday of the month will be a voting work session where public comments will be allowed at the mayor’s 
discretion. Photo by Jackie Burhans.

Adult/Senior Day Service 
Caregivers, find out 
how to make your 

life easier.  
Let us assist in the care  

of your loved one 
755 Highway 105 

(719) 488-1415 
liftingspirits@qwestoffice.net 

www.liftingspiritscare.net Sonja Search, CNA 

Sales, Service & Repair; 
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(719) 310-5362 
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www.sewintuneservicing.com 
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Monument Hill 
Kiwanis Club

Meets Every Saturday 
7:30-9:30 am

D38 Admin, “Big Red” - 146 Jefferson St., Monument

www.MHKiwanis.org
Serving Youth and Community

Noel Martinez: (719)460-1538
www.castlerealestateservices.com
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was drafted to raise $50,000 from rec-
reational sales if voters chose to make 
recreational sales legal in November.

The council voted unanimously to 
place the initiative to tax recreational 
sales on the ballot in November.
Council and residents take steps 

to improve fire safety
At the Town Council meeting in June, 
Cressman and council member Mitch-
ell Davis announced that they had 
opened discussions about merging the 
Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment (PLVFD) with the much-larger 
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District (TLMFPD). Cressman went on 
to point out that PLVFD did not have a 
fire chief or a paramedic on staff, and 
its fire station was not up to code.

At the July 26 meeting, the council 
voted to approve a contract with Emer-
gency Services Consulting Interna-
tional to do in-depth research into the 
town’s fire services, including what it 
would cost for PLVFD to remain inde-
pendent and how the town might tran-
sition to service provided by TLMFPD. 
The cost of the analysis cannot exceed 
$20,321, according to the contract.

All council members present voted 
to approve the contract except Hav-
enar, who felt the approach favored 
consolidation and wanted to go on re-
cord that she supports an independent 
fire department for Palmer Lake.

At the July 26 working session, the 
council returned to its effort to up-
date the ordinance that defines what 
types of outdoor fires are permitted in 
the town of Palmer Lake. Progress on 
drafting the ordinance was slow, as 
council members struggled to define 
basic terms and to develop precise def-
initions of different kinds of outdoor 
burning. Town Councilor Gary Faust 

led the discussion.
Residents Judith Harrington and 

Reid Wiecks announced that they had 
organized a free “chipping day” on 
Sunday, Aug. 19 at Glen Park from 1 to 
3 p.m. Residents can bring slash and 
trimmings up to 6 inches in diameter 
to be chipped, and the chips will be 
used in the playground area at Glen 
Park. The chipper and personnel to run 
it will be provided by the Coalition for 
the Upper South Platte, they said.

Harrington and Wiecks also said 
free reflective number signs, designed 
to help emergency vehicles locate 
an address, were available through a 
grant. PLVFD will install the reflective 
numbers, they said. Residents who 
would like the reflective numbers can 
request them using a link on the town’s 
website (www.townofpalmerlake.com/
fire/webform/sign-have-reflective-
numbers-your-home).

Also at the July 12 meeting, the 
council voted unanimously to approve 
a waiver of conflict of interest to the law 
firm of Widener Juran, which enables 
Town Attorney Maureen Juran to con-
tinue to work for the town of Palmer 
Lake on issues relating to the future of 
the PLVFD, even though the firm also 
works for TLMFPD. Cressman said 
having Juran involved in the discussion 
about PLVFD would save the town the 
cost of hiring another lawyer.

Concert at The Villa has 
neighbors up in arms

At the July 26 meeting, a number of 
residents complained to the board that 
a musical performance at The Villa was 
over-amplified and too loud. Several 
also mentioned foul language used by 
some of the performers. Residents 
called both the police and The Villa to 
complain and, in at least one case, went 
to the restaurant in person to register 
their complaints, but the complainants 
did not feel the restaurant owner or the 
concert promoter took appropriate ac-
tion.

Mike Bailey, general manager of 
Tri Lakes Radio and the organizer of 
the concert, apologized to the coun-
cil and the residents who had come to 
complain and said one of his goals was 
to use the concert to promote the town 
to potential visitors. Bailey’s comments 
prompted Banta to say that he and 
many others moved to Palmer Lake be-
cause it was “quiet, peaceful and tran-
quil,” and that he did not want to see 
the town promoted at the expense of 
those values. A number of those pres-
ent applauded Banta’s remarks.

Audit shows health, progress
David Green of Green and Associates 
presented the results of his audit for 
the town’s 2017 finances. The audit for 
2017 was smoother than previous au-

dits because the staff was better pre-
pared, he said.

Some of the deficiencies men-
tioned in previous audit have been cor-
rected, and he expected more progress 
in the 2018 audit, Green said.

Green said the audit gave the town 
an “unmodified opinion,” a sign of 
good financial processes and financial 
health.

According to the audit report, as 
of Dec. 31, 2017, the town’s General 
Fund had a balance of $1,730,278, an 
increase of $441,948 from the previous 
year. The Water Fund had a balance of 
$3,370,229, a decrease of $85,676 from 
the previous year.

The board voted unanimously to 
accept the audit report presented by 
Green.

**********
The two meetings for August will be at 
6 p.m. on Aug. 9 and Aug. 23 at Town 
Hall, 42 Valley Crescent. Meetings are 
normally held on the second and fourth 
Thursdays of the month, with the sec-
ond meeting organized as a working 
session. Information: 481-2953.

James Howald can be reached at 
jameshowald@ocn.me. 

Jackie Burhans can be reached at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me.

By Kate Pangelinan
The Monument Planning Commission 
(MPC) on July 11 discussed two pro-
posed items—the Final PD Site Plan 
and Final Plat for the Wagons West de-
velopment, and a Major Adjustment 
to the Preliminary PD Site Plan for the 
Conexus business park. Commission-
ers David Gwisdalla, Michelle Glover, 
Kenneth Kimple, and Daniel Ours were 
in attendance, along with Chairman Ed 
DeLaney. The meeting lasted roughly 
two hours, and both items were ap-
proved. These proposals will now be 
discussed by the Board of Trustees.

Wagons West
The Wagons West residential project 
is located on the west side of Old Den-
ver Road, north of the Monument Ice 
Rinks. It spans 34.7 acres and was ap-
proved for annexation, Planned Devel-

opment zoning and a Preliminary PD 
Site Plan on Dec. 4, 2017. 

The plan discussed at the July 11 
meeting was consistent with the previ-
ous proposal, with only minor changes. 
There would still be 131 residential lots 
on this property, with 54 designed in 
an attached single-family style and 77 
townhomes in triplex and fourplex for-
mats. Fourteen acres of undisturbed 
land/creek would remain. It is hoped 
that this development will begin to pro-
vide more affordable housing options 
for the town. Wagons West’s developer 
was represented by Andrea Barlow of 
NES Inc. 

Commissioner Glover expressed 
concern about how to ensure the prom-
ised duplexes and triplexes are built, 
given that those terms aren’t defined 
in Monument’s current code. Other 
discussions about the Wagons West 
development itself included concerns 
about the lack of sidewalks along Old 
Denver Road—and the possibility of 
extra traffic/speeding cars causing dif-
ficulties—as well as analyzing whether 
there would be a sufficient number of 
turn lanes into the property. 

Glover was also strongly opposed 
to the idea of another government en-
tity/special district being formed to 
serve the Wagons West development. 
The applicant intends to form one, and 
when asked why they would pursue a 
metro district instead of a homeowners 
association, Barlow explained that the 
intention would be to gather money 
for improvements to the development. 
Glover posed that increasing the num-
ber of metro districts/taxation forces 
operating in Monument is contrary to 
the ideals expressed in the town’s Com-
prehensive Plan. However, as the cre-
ation of metro districts is not a matter 
brought before the Planning Commis-

sion, Planning Director Larry Manning 
noted that time is being set aside for the 
Board of Trustees to discuss the possi-
bility of a metro district in the Wagons 
West development. 

In the end, the Wagons West Final 
PD Site Plan and Final Plat passed 4-1, 
with Glover voting against. She noted 
a special concern along with her vote, 
stating her opposition to any metro dis-
trict with ongoing taxation authority on 
the property, on the basis that such an 
entity would be contrary to the goals of 
the Comprehensive Plan. See related 
Monument Board of Trustees article on 
page 13. Also see www.ocn.me/v18n1.
htm#mbot1204.

Conexus
The Conexus business park develop-
ment is located across Old Denver Road 
from the Wagons West development. It 
is 23.34 acres and was previously ap-
proved by the Board of Trustees in Feb-
ruary 2017. The amendment proposed 
at this July 11 meeting would add one 
use to the already approved list of uses 
for this property. Specifically, the appli-
cant intends to allow the construction 
of religious facilities and institutions 
in the business park, as long as they 
wouldn’t occupy more than 25 percent 
of the development. See www.ocn.me/
v18nconexus#mpc.

A revised traffic study was con-
ducted to represent potential chang-
es stemming from this amendment, 
which indicated a slight reduction in 
expected traffic. Any specific religious 
institution would still have to bring its 
project before the MPC and then the 
Board of Trustees before beginning 
construction. Apparently, a Christian 
church has expressed interest in pur-
chasing a 5-acre lot on this develop-
ment. 

Points raised by the commissioners 
Register online at: www.benethillmonastery.org or call 719.633.0655 Ext. 132
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during the discussion period 
included Gwisdalla expressing 
concern that a religious facil-
ity would look out of place in 
the business park—so that the 
area wouldn’t seem to mesh 
together—and a commission-
wide understanding that said 
religious facility would be a 
nontaxable entity. It was noted 
that a religious facility would 

provide employment opportu-
nities and a cultural service to 
the surrounding area, while at 
the same time generating in-
terest in the development. 

Glover was troubled by 
the loose terminology in-
volved in this amendment, ad-
vising that a “religious institu-
tion” could be taken to mean 
a lot of things—a school, for 

example—that might lead to 
confusion in the future. She 
opined that it would be a good 
idea to seek legal advice before 
moving forward with concrete 
decision-making, and that 
definitions should be made 
more explicit. 

Barlow of NES Inc.—now 
representing Conexus’s devel-
oper—assured the commis-

sion that they could guarantee 
no secondary licensed school 
or day care would be built on 
the property. That would be 
considered a separate use cat-
egory.

This proposal passed 4-1, 
with Glover voting against. 

**********
The next Monument Planning 
Commission meeting will take 

place at 6:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Aug. 8 at 645 Beacon Lite 
Rd. Meetings are normally 
held on the second Wednes-
day of the month. Information: 
884-8017 or www.townofmon-
ument.org/meetings/

Kate Pangelinan 
can be reached at 

katepangelinan@ocn.me.

By Allison Robenstein
On July 16, the Monument 
Board of Trustees (BOT) heard 
a presentation by Police Chief 
Jake Shirk about immediate 
actions to be taken to support 
the Monument Police Depart-
ment (MPD). They also met 
with Town Attorney Alicia 
Corley in executive session to 
receive legal advice on water 
issues, rejected a resolution 
brought by Town of Monu-
ment Public Works Director 
Tom Tharnish for an engineer-
ing study and approved two 
development resolutions.

Acting Town Manager and 
Treasurer Pamela Smith was 
absent.

Action items 
from police chief 

Shirk presented an overview 
of MPD to the board as it had 
requested earlier this year 
after adding a last-minute 
raise in police salaries, but 
not other town staff salaries, 
to the 2018 budget in Novem-
ber. See www.ocn.me/v17n12.
htm#mbot, www.ocn.me/
v18n1.htm#mbot.

Shirk said there has been 
an increase in crimes in the 
community being committed 
by career criminals includ-
ing crimes related to guns and 
drugs, adding, “We are not 
Mayberry.” The town’s 2018 
budget includes approval for 
15 sworn officers, including 
himself. However, hiring a new 
officer can take six months to 
a year, he said. Once hired, 
an officer receives 12 weeks 
of field training to acquaint 
them with the specifics of this 
department. Due to staffing 
shortages, the department 
has been forced to go to 
12-hour shifts, and four 
special assignments—In-
vestigations, Traffic Safety, 
Community Resource Of-
ficer and Sergeant—were 
pulled back into Patrol. 

“The Police Depart-
ment has only increased 
by three officers in 13 
years, yet the population 
will soon be double what it 
was then,” he said.

Shirk made the fol-
lowing suggestions for im-
proving the department’s 
safety and efficiency:
•	 Increase the force to 

17 officers to make 
up for growth since 
2010 and try to keep 
up with projected 

growth in Willow Springs, 
Home Place Ranch, Mon-
ument Ridge, another 
senior living facility, and 
other developments.

•	 Replace three vehicles 
due for replacement. No 
vehicles were approved in 
the 2018 budget. 

•	 Replace four mobile data 
computers and in-car 
mounts. No mobile com-
puter terminals have 
been approved for re-
placement since 2014. 

•	 Purchase electronic tick-
eting and analytical soft-
ware. Electronic ticketing 
was removed from the 
2018 budget as a way to 
fund the salary increase 
received by sworn officers 
this year.

•	 Fund the ongoing chang-
es to the town’s IT secu-
rity in compliance with 
Criminal Justice Infor-
mation Services require-
ments and be eligible for 
access to state and na-
tional arrest records that 
are vital for MPC officer 
safety.

Resolution for a 
development plan

Public Works Director Tom 
Tharnish brought a resolution 
to the board for approval of a 
site development plan based 
on a 7-acre parcel at Mitchell 
and Synthes Avenues. The land 
was purchased by the town in 
December 2016 for $710,000 
using 2A Water Acquisition, 
Storage, and Delivery (ASD) 
funds. The ASD Fund was es-
tablished for the acquisition of 
water rights, storage and deliv-
ery of any newly acquired wa-

ter. See www.ocn.me/v16n10.
htm#mbot0906, www.ocn.
me/v16n10.htm#mbot0910, 
and www.ocn.me/v17n6.
htm#mbot0515.

Monument Board of Trustees, July 16

Police chief lists needs for growing 
town: “We are not Mayberry”
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the trails!  Dream come true! 

Trish Flake
Sells the Tri-lakes! 

719.481.4810 
 

www.trishflake.com 
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COMING SOON!!! 
275 Park Street  Palmer Lake 

Over 3100 SF truly located in the heart of 
town with 4 beds & 4 baths! Quiet, 

peaceful setting on cul-de-sac!  Open & 
bright main level with slate and bamboo 

flooring!  Lots of room to spread out in over 
3200 finished SF.  Bright kitchen w/granite 

and pretty hickory cabinets!  Spacious 
master w/en suite bathroom includes 

soaking tub! Two family rooms!  Ah-mazing 
views front and back!  Walk to restaurants, 

the Lake, Art Center & National Forest! 
Offered at $425,000 

 
 
 
 

$425,000 

COUNSELING 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST MA 

MARY SENOUR 
Marriage • Family • Adolescents  
Substance Abuse • Body Image  

Coping Skills • Coaching 
Will do counseling by Face Time. 
236 N. Washington St., Monument  

 

(719) 331-4312 ● Email: senour71@gmail.com  
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Tharnish said geologic testing, sur-
veying, and engineering design were 
necessary to determine the site’s viabil-
ity, providing data for future large capi-
tal project decisions on this site. The 
proposed resolution suggested analysis 
of four possible uses of the plot:
•	 Construct a secondary 1.2 mil-

lion-gallon water storage tank.
•	 Build a new Public Works facility.
•	 Create a new water reclamation 

facility. 
•	 Build a new storm water detention 

facility.
Tharnish’s report noted the current 
situation with the other proposed wa-
ter tank site in Forest View Estates in-
volved in litigation is moving along 
much slower than anticipated. Because 
of this delay, the town needs to find an-
other site for a secondary tank that is 
needed so that the current tank could 
be drained and repaired. “It’s getting 
urgent,” he said. See www.ocn.me/
v17n5.htm#mbot0417.

The water reclamation facility 
would be part of a possible water re-
use project. See www.ocn.me/v16n11.
htm#mbot1003.

Trustee Greg Coopman was con-
cerned that “lumping together a variety 
of projects from various departments” 
didn’t fit the required use of ASD funds. 
He said 2A ASD funds should be used 
on collaborative water projects that 
benefit everyone in Monument, not 
just westside water customers. 

Coopman and Trustee Laurie Clark 
asked why the second tank couldn’t be 
placed on land where the existing tank 
is located. Tharnish said the engineer-
ing, surveying, and geological sampling 
will need to be completed irrespective 
of the eventual land use. Public Works 
has made some small upgrades to the 
tank over the years, but a recent struc-
tural analysis shows there is further de-
terioration. 

Trustee Jeff Bornstein asked why 
the board is now hearing scare tactics. 
Tharnish replied that he has tried to put 
in a new tank over the last few years, 
but there hasn’t been appropriate land. 
The 2018 budget includes funding for 
a new tank and transmission lines, but 
no specific place was identified. See 
www.ocn.me/v18n1.htm#mbot1204.

The resolution included a $42,601 
request to award the work to J3 Engi-
neering, one of the town’s on-call en-
gineering firms. It failed in a 3-3 tie. 
Bornstein, Clark, and Coopman voted 
no.

Wagons West Metro District 
hearing set

Corley requested a motion to set an 
Aug. 6 hearing date to approve the 

creation of a service plan for Wagons 
West Metropolitan District (WWMD). 
This would be a new special district for 
the purpose of building infrastructure, 
such as new streets and wastewater 
sewer systems, to support the develop-
ment of this new subdivision. Title 32 
special districts are local governments 
created to fill the gaps that may exist 
in the services the town provides and 
those the homeowners might need. 
To learn more, see www.colorado.gov/
pacific/dola/special-district-adminis-
tration.

The property, which is adjacent 
to Old Denver Road and north of the 
Monument Ice Rink, covering 34.714 
acres, was annexed into the town by 
the board at its December 2017 meet-
ing. When approved, WWMD will be 
the funding mechanism for the devel-
oper, in this case Classic Homes, to de-
velop this property. Homeowners will 
pay back bonds in the form of a prop-
erty tax based on the assessed value of 
their homes to repay the debt incurred 
to build the public improvements. See 
www.ocn.me/v18n1.htm#mbot1204.

The hearing to discuss the service 
plan was set for Aug. 6.

Sanctuary Pointe 
final plat

The board approved a final plat of 
Sanctuary Pointe Phase 1 Filing 3A. 
This 12.4-acre property was previously 
platted as the Carriages at Sanctuary 
Pointe when it was approved, but Clas-
sic Homes did not get it recorded with 
the county. 

This resolution requested a change 
from the previously approved 48 single-
family attached homes with a shared 
common area to 46 single-family de-
tached homes, removing the common 
area and absorbing that space into the 
individual lots. Andrea Barlow of NES, 
representing Classic Homes, said the 
change will allow for all the homes to 
have three-car garages instead of some 
having a three-car garage and others 
having a two-car garage. 

Daren Palmer, whose 12-acre 
property is adjacent to The Carriages, 
had spoken against the new proposal at 
the Planning Commission, complain-
ing the lot density was too high and 
expressing concern about the height 
of the homes. Classic Homes agreed to 
remove two lots and make the homes 
single-story, and Palmer supported the 
changes on July 16.

The resolution was unanimously 
approved.

Invoices over $5,000
Typically, the board approves checks 
over $5,000 as part of the consent 
agenda without discussion. However, 

Coopman asked to have the Common 
Knowledge Technology (CKT) invoices 
pulled for re-evaluation, because the 
invoice totals were incorrectly calcu-
lated.

Coopman pointed out that of the 
six CKT invoices, four had totals that 
were significantly different than the 
itemizations. 

Other checks for $5,000 and over 
that were approved included:
•	 Triview Metropolitan District	

 including sales tax due for May, 
Motor Vehicle Sales tax due for 
June, and Regional Building Use 
tax for June—$201,191

•	 Velocity Constructors Inc. for the 
fourth payment for wells 4 and 
5—$170,952

•	 Tri-Lakes Chamber of Com-
merce for third payment of sup-
port—$5,000

•	 CIRSA Insurance for third quar-
ter Workers’ Compensation—$24, 
985

•	 CIRSA Insurance for third-quar-
ter Liability Insurance—$29,951

•	 Civic Plus for annual website 
maintenance—$7,900

•	 Portable Storage Consultants LLC 
for two storage containers for pub-
lic works—$7,000

•	 Game Time Playcore Co. for new 
merry-go-round for Limbach 
Park—$6,934

•	 Schmidt Construction Co. for 
Monument overlay—$74,237

Town manager’s report
Items that were included in Smith’s 
written report:
•	 The Finance Department is work-

ing on the 2019 budget.
•	 The Police Department hired two 

new officers with a third coming 
onboard soon.

•	 The Water Department held a 
“Water 101” workshop for the BOT 
on June 25 to discuss the future of 
the town’s water.

Public comments
Barb and David Betzler asked the board 
to consider the panhandling issue in 
the town. Specifically, they are con-
cerned over the safety of panhandlers 
in town medians, as well as the safety 
of motorists driving next to them. Later, 
the board agreed to discuss the pan-
handling issue at the Aug. 6 meeting, 
and camping and abandoned vehicles 
possibly at the Aug. 20 meeting. 

Jeff Lampman, a candidate in the 
recent BOT election, expressed con-
cern over possible building industry 
influence on seated trustees and the 

election. He accused Mayor Don Wil-
son, Mayor Pro-Tem Kelly Elliott and 
Trustee Ron Stephens of “failing to 
denounce slimy campaign tactics” 
used by “dirty special interests” against 
Lampman and Bornstein in the cam-
paign. He called on the three trustees 
to recuse themselves from any votes 
related to the building industry.

Code enforcement 
contract discussed

In July 2017, the board approved a code 
enforcement contract with Susie Ellis 
of Community Preservation Special-
ists. Since last August, she has provided 
biweekly inspections April through 
October and monthly inspections No-
vember through March, and she fields 
phone calls from residents. See www.
ocn.me/v17n9.htm#mbot.

Ellis reported to the BOT on July 
16. To date she has:
•	 Opened 196 cases based on citi-

zen complaints.
•	 Conducted 448 inspections, in-

cluding re-inspections.
•	 Issued 205 notices.
•	 Assisted with 36 field inspections.
Most code violations are weed-related, 
she said.

Corley presented a resolution to 
extend the contract though next year, 
adding another day of inspections in 
winter months so Ellis would visit the 
town two days a month year-round. 
Bornstein suggested there might be a 
better way to integrate code enforce-
ment back into town staff duties. “I 
don’t think this is a win,” he said. When 
the decision to approve this new con-
tract came to a vote, Coopman said 
he needed more time to review Ellis’ 
report in depth. The BOT voted unani-
mously to postpone the decision to ex-
tend the contract until Aug. 6. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 
pm.

**********
The Monument Board of Trustees usu-
ally meets at 6:30 pm on the first and 
third Monday of each month at Monu-
ment Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Aug. 
6. Call 884-8014 or see www.townof-
monument.org for information. To 
see upcoming agendas and complete 
board packets for BOT or to download 
audio recordings of past meetings see, 
http://monumenttownco.minuteson-
demand.com and click on Board of 
Trustees. 

Allison Robenstein can be reached at 
allisonrobenstein@ocn.me.

Proceeds go to 
El Paso County Sheriff’s Office Foundation

and other local charities

$200 per person (includes $50 donation to El Paso County 
Sheriff ’s Office Foundation) includes: Snacks, sodas, green fees, carts, 

range balls, and post-tournament meal. Prepay foursome for $700.

For more information
John Coyle: (719) 494-4284 or Joe Gray: (719) 203-4526

Dedicated to the memory of slain Sheriff’s Deputy Micah Flick
and first responders injured on February 5, 2018.

Check in begins 12:00 PM, tee-off 1:30 PM

Above: Monument Police Chief Jake Shirk presented Chaplain Angela 
Robbins a plaque in recognition of her 16 years of work with the department 
helping grieving community members and officers. In 2002, Robbins created 
a chaplain’s program out of concern for the officers and citizens. She received 
the chief’s commendation for her involvement in a particularly difficult situation. 
Photo by Allison Robenstein.
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By Allison Robenstein
At a special Monument Board 
of Trustees meeting July 30, 
Kyle Logan, independent au-
ditor for the Town of Monu-
ment, presented the 2017 au-
dit findings to the trustees. He 
gave an unmodified opinion of 
the town’s finances. 

In the management letter, 
his comments included:
•	 Sales and use taxes reve-

nue increased by 11.3 per-
cent in 2017, due largely to 
an increase in commer-
cial and residential devel-
opment.

•	 Staff should communi-
cate with vendors who 
attempt to split invoices 
over $5,000 into smaller 
charges to circumvent the 
BOT’s policy of approving 
checks over $5,000.

Trustee Jeffrey Bornstein asked 
who was at fault with regard 
to vendors sending invoices 

piecemeal instead of the one 
invoice over the $5,000 thresh-
old. Acting Town Manager and 
Treasurer Pamela Smith began 
to answer, but Bornstein cut 
her off, saying, “Stop! Stop! I’m 
speaking to this gentleman”, 
referring to Logan. 

By Colorado statute, the 
board is required to approve 
the audit by July 31. Trustee 
Greg Coopman asked why 
they were receiving the audit 
at such a late date. We wanted 
to make sure everything was in 
order before having the audit, 
Smith said.  
Note: The board received the 
2017 annual statement of fi-
nancial condition for prelimi-
nary review at their June 18 
meeting. This was due to them 
by statute on or before June 30. 

The board voted 4-2 to 
request an extension, with 
Trustees Kelly Elliott and Ron 
Stephens voting against. 

Presentations of parties 
interested in interim 

town manager position
The board heard five presenta-
tions by firms and individuals 
interested in filling the interim 
town manager position, al-
though no formal job posting 
has occurred. The firms and 
candidates included:
•	 CliftonLarsonAllen, a 

professional services firm 
that would provide an 
interim manager. Carrie 
Bartow presented infor-
mation on the firm, and 
Josh Miller offered his 
services as the interim 
town manager. 

•	 HR Green, which pro-
vides staff augmentation 
and key staff placements, 
was represented by Dave 
Zelenok. 

•	 CPS-HR, an executive 
search firm, was repre-

sented by Deanna Heyn 
and Josh Jones. 

•	 Frank Battistelli, a vet-
eran who is moving into 
civilian life, offered his 
resume as interim man-
ager.

•	 Gary Sears, a retired em-
ployee who worked as a 
city manager for three 
Colorado cities.

Mediated discussion on 
interim town manager 

position
Debbie Brinkman of Institute 
for Excellence in Governance 
and Kathie Novak led a dis-
cussion with the board to help 
them move forward in hir-
ing an interim town manager. 
Both women guided the board 
toward consensus. All six 
agreed they needed someone 
to run the day-to-day opera-
tions of the government while 
they search for a permanent 

town manager. 
Bornstein wanted an ex-

ecutive session to select one 
of the two candidates who pre-
sented at the meeting. Coop-
man pushed back, saying it 
would be irresponsible not to 
post the job first. 

The board identified the 
general profile an interim 
candidate should fit and set a 
timeline to receive and review 
resumes. If a candidate clearly 
doesn’t fit the criteria, board 
members should email one 
another and cull that person 
from the list, Coopman said. 
Novak sternly warned this may 
violate open meeting laws. 

The board set a date of 
Aug. 13 to hold a special meet-
ing to interview candidates 
and possibly vote to make an 
offer. 

Allison Robenstein can be 
reached at 

allisonrobenstein@ocn.me.

Monument Board of Trustees special meeting, July 30

Board asks for extension in approving 2017 audit
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By Jackie Burhans
The Monument Academy 
(MA) School Board met on 
July 18 to organize the board 
positions, hear an update on 
plans for the high school, and 
discuss the implementation of 
lobby security.

Board officers and 
committee assignments

The newly seated board unani-
mously elected board officers 
and approved committee as-
signments for the 2018-19 
school year as follows:
•	 Patrick Hall, president 

– Buildings/Facilities 
Committee

•	 Mark McWilliams, vice 
president – School Ac-
countability Advisory 
Committee

•	 Mike Molsen, secretary – 
Governance Committee

•	 J.W. Boyles, treasurer – Fi-
nance Committee

•	 Melanie Strop – Resource 
Development Commit-
tee/Grants

•	 Dwayne Cook – Curricu-
lum Committee

High school 
construction plans

Kurt Connelly, MA’s builder’s 
representative, has sent a re-
quest for proposal for con-
struction of the high school 
to seven general contractors 
(GCs) with extensive charter 
school experience. Responses 
are due by Aug. 3, and the best 
three or four will come to the 
board for personal interviews. 

MA had a second meet-
ing with the El Paso County 
Planning Commission on July 
18 for early assistance with 
the land use process. No big 
red flags were raised on the 
property under consideration. 
One of the next steps to get the 
property rezoned will be a traf-
fic study. MA’s architectural 

firm, CRP Architects, is very 
familiar with the property and 
had already done soil testing 
for D38, though it will have to 
be updated. 

Lobby security
MA will be testing and imple-
menting LobbyGuard, a new 
visitor management system. 
The system will include a 
beacon. Once people are pre-
checked, they will get a spe-
cial fob so that when they are 
within a hundred feet of the 
beacon, it will automatically 
print a visitor badge.

Other highlights
The following items were high-
lighted at the board meeting: 
•	 The Code of Conduct An-

nual Declaration—Policy 
1514 was signed by all 
board members.

•	 The deans and Principal 
Dr. Elizabeth Davis have 
selected a “Connection” 
theme for the school year 
and will be using over 

1,000 Legos to create con-
nections throughout the 
building. 

**********
The next meeting will be on 
Thursday, Aug. 9 at the Monu-
ment Academy library at 1150 
Village Ridge Point. The MA 
School Board usually meets 
at 6 p.m. on the second Thurs-

day of each month. Informa-
tion on the MA School Board, 
including schedule, minutes, 
committee and finances can 
be found at http://www.mon-

umentacademy.net/school-
board. 
Jackie Burhans can be reached 

at jackieburhans@ocn.me.

Above: Monument Academy board members for the 2018-19 school year are, from left, 
Dwayne Cooke, J.W. Boyles, Patrick Hall, Mike Molsen, Mark McWilliams, and Melanie Strop. 
Photo by Jackie Burhans.

Monument Academy School Board, July 18

New board elects officers, makes committee assignments
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Professional Deck Repair & Upgrades  
We repair and improve all aspects of 

decks. Since 1999. Free Estimates.

bordersdeck@hotmail.com

BORDERS DECKS

Call today! (719) 578-8900

www.tanglewoodtrailers.com 
tanglewoodtrailers@gmail.com · 719-960-0600 

Local · Veteran-Owned · Family-Run 

Service · Parts · Welding · Fabrication 
DOT Inspections 

By Helen Walklett
At its July 31 meeting, the Board of 
County Commissioners (BOCC) ap-
proved a final plat in the Forest Lakes 
development. Also during July, the 
commissioners held an executive ses-
sion concerning a potential ballot 
question to voters on excess TABOR 
revenues and the I-25 gap project. 

Forest Lakes Development
At their July 31 meeting, the commis-
sioners approved a request by Forest 
Lakes Residential Development LLC 
for approval of a final plat at Forest 
Lakes Filing No. 4 to create 42 single-
family residential lots, four tracts total-
ling 2.2 acres for open space, landscap-
ing, utilities, public improvements, 
and drainage, and a further 2.3 acres 
of right-of-way. The parcel of land to-
tals 11.56 acres, is zoned Planned Unit 
Development (PUD), and is situated 
south of Forest Lakes Drive and west of 
Lakes Edge Drive. 

A finding for water sufficiency for 
water quality, quantity, and depend-
ability was made at the time of the 
BOCC’s approval of the preliminary 
plan amendment in June 2016. The 42 
lots are a portion of the 161 lots ap-
proved in the amended preliminary 
plan. The El Paso County Planning 
Commission heard the application 
at its meeting on July 17 and recom-
mended it for approval. See article on 

page 16. 
The site is currently impacted by 

an existing Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) floodplain. 
The plat cannot be recorded until the 
floodplain designation is removed. The 
Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) process 
by which this will be achieved is being 
processed by FEMA. The LOMR pro-
poses to remove the flood hazard from 
the platted tracts to allow them to be 
replatted as buildable lots. The appli-
cant anticipates approval. 

Park Lands Agreement 
for Forest Lakes Development 

At its July 24 meeting, the BOCC ap-
proved a Park Lands Agreement be-
tween the county, Forest Lakes Resi-
dential Development LLC, and Forest 
Lakes Metropolitan District (FLMD) 
that relates to the final plat approved 
on July 31. The owners would normally 
pay urban park fees of $11,424 in lieu 
of land dedication prior to the plat be-
ing recorded. However, because the 
owner has already completed park 
improvements of substantially greater 
value, this agreement gives them park 
fee credits of $11,424. The county Park 
Advisory Board unanimously endorsed 
the agreement at its meeting on June 
13.

The improvements, known as Wa-
terfront Park, include a section of re-
gional trail, trailhead parking for the 

park and trail, a gazebo, a small am-
phitheatre, a low-profile playground, a 
turfed area, seating, and signage. 

In January, the BOCC approved a 
similar agreement that refunded urban 
park fees of $11,565 paid at the time of 
the recording of another final plat in 
the development in 2017. This refund 
also related to the work being under-
taken at Waterfront Park. 

Excess TABOR revenues 
and the I-25 gap project

The BOCC went into executive ses-
sion at its July 24 meeting to receive 
legal advice regarding a potential ballot 
question to voters in 2018 concerning 
the use of excess Taxpayer Bill of Rights 
(TABOR) revenues for the I-25 gap 
project approved by voters in 2017 and 
their use in the gap project as currently 
designed by the Colorado Department 
of Transportation. The legal advice in-
cluded the legality and mechanics of a 
potential question as well as legal im-
pacts, if any, to the project. No official 
action was taken. 

Disbursement of the Black 
Forest Basin drainage and 

bridge fund
At its July 10 meeting, the BOCC unani-
mously approved a resolution to al-
low disbursement of the Black Forest 
drainage and bridge fund to GEB In-
vestments Group LLC and Larkspur 
Properties LLC. As the member entities 
of Struthers Ranch Development LLC, 
which was dissolved by the BOCC in 
October 2007, these two companies 
were assigned the remaining assets of 
that development, including credits 
and/or reimbursements, equally di-

vided between the two. In March 2006, 
the BOCC had established credits for 
Struthers Ranch Development LLC 
within the Black Forest drainage basin 
for facilities constructed. 

On this occasion, each received 
$17,397 from the drainage fund. The re-
maining credit is $132,341 in the drain-
age fund and $377,500 in the bridge 
fund. The two companies remain first 
in line to be paid this credit when rev-
enue funds become available. 

Other decisions
•	 July 3—the final release of a check 

for $14,516 (plus accrued interest) 
for grading and erosion control at 
My Place Hotel at Academy Gate-
way Filing 1 following completion 
and inspection of all the public 
improvements. 

•	 July 10—resolution for approval 
to enter into an Intergovernmen-
tal Agreement with Lewis-Palmer 
School District 38 for a full-time 
school resource officer for July 1, 
2018 through June 30, 2019. The 
primary role of the appointee will 
be to conduct law enforcement 
and to enhance public relations 
and educational activities for the 
school district. 

•	 July 24—resolution to approve a 
memorandum of agreement and 
a temporary construction ease-
ment agreement associated with 
the Highway 105 project. The 
easement is coming from proper-
ty owned by Stephen and Bridget 
Marasco for the sum of $1,750. 

Helen Walklett can be reached at 
helenwalklett@ocn.me.

El Paso Board of County Commissioners, July 3, 10, 24, and 31

Final Forest Lakes plat approved; 
potential ballot question discussed 

By Helen Walklett
At its July 17 meeting, the El Paso Coun-
ty Planning Commission recommend-
ed approval of a preliminary plan and 
final plat at Flying Horse North and a 
final plat at the Forest Lakes develop-
ment. 

Flying Horse North
The Planning Commission recom-
mended for approval an application by 
PR 2 LLC for a preliminary plan and a 
first final plat at the Flying Horse North 
subdivision. The land, totalling 557 
acres, is east of Highway 83, south of 
Hodgen Road, and west of Black Forest 
Road. The Board of County Commis-
sioners (BOCC) approved a rezoning 
request from the RR-5 (rural residen-
tial) to the PUD (Planned Unit Devel-
opment) zoning district in December 
2016 despite opposition (see www.ocn.
me/v17n1.htm#bocc). 

The preliminary plan is for 283 
single-family residential lots and 324.1 
acres of open space, which includes a 
golf course. The final plat is for 80 sin-
gle-family residential lots and 21 tracts 
to be used as the golf course, open 
space, and drainage. 

Water supply
A large part of the discussion at the 
meeting concerned the subdivision’s 

proposed water supply. Before consid-
ering the two applications, the Plan-
ning Commission went into executive 
session at the request of the county At-
torney’s Office to discuss the water suf-
ficiency requirements and receive legal 
advice relating to the proposed water 
supply, sufficiency requirement, and 
the county’s 300-year rule. 

The subdivision uses multiple 
aquifers for its proposed water sup-
ply, and a portion of the supply is not 
owned by the applicant but instead is 
being leased from the State Board of 
Land Commissioners. This is unusu-
al, and the applicant has requested a 
waiver of the requirement that all water 
be either under the applicant’s owner-
ship or that the applicant has the right 
to acquire the water rights. 

When considering any applica-
tion, the Planning Commission and 
BOCC need to determine whether wa-
ter quality, quantity and dependability 
is sufficient. In this case, Senior Assis-
tant County Attorney Cole Emmons 
recommended a finding of conditional 
sufficiency for water dependability and 
quantity. This was because the annual 
payments required for the leased wa-
ter introduce a level of uncertainty, the 
state’s engineer’s office had additional 

El Paso County Planning Commission, July 17

Flying Horse North and 
Forest Lakes development 

plans advance
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requirements, and because plans to supply the golf 
course beyond the statutory 100-year requirement 
are still pending approval by the water court. If the 
water court approves the additional plans, then the 
conditional finding for sufficiency will be converted 
to a full sufficiency finding as the golf course would 
then meet the county’s 300-year rule requirement. 

Under the terms of the lease for the water, the 
applicant must make an annual payment and pay a 
fee for the amount of water that is pumped for a 30-
year period. The water rights revert to the applicant 
in 2048. To provide some assurance to the county in 
regard to the annual payments, the applicant has un-
dertaken an escrow agreement that requires it to pro-
vide the county with a financial assurance of $200,000. 
This gives county the right to withdraw funds from the 
escrow to make the annual payments if the applicant 
should fail to do so. 

Access and road improvements
The primary access to the development will be from 
Highway 83, owned and maintained by the Colorado 
Department of Transportation (CDOT). Improve-
ments to the highway are required to be installed as 
development moves forward. A southbound left-turn 
acceleration lane must be installed with this first fil-
ing, with a northbound right-turn acceleration lane 
required for later filings. 

CDOT has issued an access permit that allows for 
construction of up to 40 lots without any roadway im-
provements being required. As this first filing includes 
a request for 80 lots, only the first 40 will be able to 
obtain building permits until CDOT has approved the 
construction plans for the highway improvements 
and granted a new access permit. This is being done 
to enable the final plat application to move forward. 
Addressing the meeting on behalf of the applicant, 
John Maynard of NES Inc. said that he expected ap-
proval to come within the next 30 to 60 days and the 
applicant would then construct all of the proposed 
improvements that would serve all 283 lots and the 
golf course. This should be completed by fall of this 
year. Maynard added, “So, unusual to most develop-
ments, all of the required improvements on Highway 
83 would be in place prior to any occupancy.” 

Nina Ruiz, project manager/planner II of the 
Planning and Community Development Depart-
ment, told the meeting that the county had notified 67 
adjacent property owners and had received one let-
ter in opposition, which stated concerns about traffic 
and water and questioned the need for another golf 
course. One letter of support was received, and the 
applicant had forwarded a second. 

The applicant hosted several neighborhood meet-

ings prior to the BOCC PUD hearing, and a further 
meeting was held in February prior to the submission 
of the preliminary plan and final plat filing. Concerns 
raised at these meetings focussed on the proposed 
roadway connections and the adequacy of the water 
supply. Most of the roadway concerns had to do with 
the extension of Holmes Road northward, with many 
of the property owners living on it not wanting to see 
additional traffic and believing the road to be unsafe. 
No one spoke in favor or in opposition at the Planning 
Commission meeting. 

The commission voted 4-1 to recommend ap-
proval of the preliminary plan and final plat. Commis-
sioner Kevin Curry voted against. He had concerns 
about the safety of the transportation routes, specifi-
cally relating to emergency access and evacuation. 
Commissioner Jim Egbert commented that the roads 
and other issues were decided by the BOCC when it 
granted the PUD and that he felt to revisit those now 
would be trying to second guess the BOCC. 

The two applications are now scheduled to be 
heard at the BOCC meeting on Aug. 14. 

Forest Lakes
Also at the July 17 meeting, the commissioners rec-
ommended for approval a request by Forest Lakes 
Residential Development LLC for approval of a final 
plat at Forest Lakes Filing No. 4 to create 42 single-
family residential lots, four tracts totalling 2.2 acres 
for open space, landscaping, utility, public improve-
ments, and drainage, and a further 2.3 acres of right-
of-way. The parcel of land totals 11.56 acres, is zoned 
Planned Unit Development (PUD), and is situated 
south of Forest Lakes Drive and west of Lakes Edge 
Drive. 

A finding for water sufficiency for water quality, 
quantity, and dependability was made at the time of 
the BOCC’s approval of the preliminary plan amend-
ment in June 2016. The 42 lots are a portion of the 161 
lots approved in the amended preliminary plan. The 
application is scheduled to be heard by the BOCC at 
its July 31 meeting. See the related BOCC article on 
page 16 for the result. 

The site is currently impacted by an existing Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood-
plain. The plat cannot be recorded until the floodplain 
designation is removed. The Letter of Map Revision 
(LOMR) process by which this will be achieved is be-
ing processed by FEMA. 

Helen Walklett can be reached at 
helenwalklett@ocn.me.
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• KITCHENS
• BATHROOMS
• WETBARS
• WALLS
• FIREPLACES
• FURNITURE
• OUTDOOR
   LANDSCAPE FEATURES

$36.00 PER SQ. FT. INSTALLED • Call for your FREE Quote Today!

FABRICATION & INSTALLATION
200 COUNTY LINE ROAD • PALMER LAKE, CO 80133
(located just 2 miles west of 1-25’s exit 163 in Palmer Lake)

 Since 1997 • residential • commercial

CUSTOM

iswrocks.com

• GRANITE
• MARBLE
• TRAVERTINE
• QUARTZ

SLAB COUNTERTOPS

(719) 488-3180
CNC & WATERJET TECHNOLOGY

INTERNATIONAL
STONEWORKS, LLC

OVER 50
GRANITE COLORS

IN STOCK

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS

STARTING AT $36/SQ. FT. INSTALLED!
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE TODAY!

Specializing in  
Residential Cleaning  

  
 

Overwhelmed? 
Want your home spic and span? 

 

Call Stacy today!  
(719) 930-2178  
www.agiftoftime.us 

 

Weekly ▪ Bi-weekly ▪ Monthly ▪ Move-outs ▪ Move-ins. 

Quality auto RepaiR
Subaru • Honda • ToyoTa

Call today 488-6729  
Visit us at our

New loCatioN!
706 Westward Lane, Palmer Lake

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-6:00 pm
Sat. by appointment

$3 OFF Oil Change

$10 OFF $100 Service
Good through 8/31/18.

This summer several local youth and adults gave 
a week of their summer to serve our community as 
well as communities in other parts of the world 
through Fuel International, a local non-profit organi-
zation.  

A team of twenty-six from Wyoming and Colo-
rado did lawn work and clean up in the Palmer Lake 
Mobile Home Park and held a Sports Camp and Vaca-
tion Bible School at Limbach Park.  

Then a strictly 
humanitarian team 
of eighteen students 
and parents from 
Monument Acad-
emy flew to Puerto 
Rico to clean up and 
beautify a park and 
help a Puerto Rican 
family begin re-
building their home after the devastating Hurricanes 
Irma and Maria.  

A youth team of nineteen from Washington, 
Colorado, New Mexico, and Puerto Rico met in San 
Diego and drove over the border into Baja Mexico to 
do outreach in the parks, rehab centers, and orphan-
ages; as well, they did some construction projects on a 
local church.  

The final trip for the summer was a youth and 
adult trip of thirty-six from Colorado, Washington, 
Michigan, and California who joined together to repair 
roofs from hurricane damage and do outreach in juve-
nile detention centers and local parks.  

Thank you to individuals and businesses in the 
community who supported our teams through dona-
tions and sponsorships. Together, we can make IM-
PACT and MAKE A DIFFERENCE! www.fuel.org ■ 

Fuel International  
Update 
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By Jackie Burhans
The Woodmoor Improvement Asso-
ciation (WIA) board met on July 25 to 
continue discussing options for Hid-
den Pond and share updates on neigh-
boring development requests at Brook-
moor Estates and at the Ramada Inn. 

Hidden Pond update
Two property owners who live near 
Hidden Pond spoke about the ongoing 
issue of allowing water to be retained 
and paying for augmentation required 
for downstream senior rights owners. 
They expressed concern about pos-
sible bias in the community survey 
and lack of information on where to 
send the requested pictures of the 
pond when it held water. Vice Presi-
dent Peter Bille noted that the board 
had suggested residents send poten-
tial questions along with pictures of the 
pond to Bob Pearsall, the Architectural 
Control Committee and Common Ar-
eas administrator, at bob@woodmoor.
org. The board also noted that while the 
survey closed as of July 31, it is not the 
only factor determining the outcome. 

One resident noted that the Coun-
try Club at Woodmoor has proactively 
gotten water rights or augmentation 
agreements for their ponds and that the 
issue had been known for at least three 
years to WIA. Newer board members 
said the issue was new to them while 
longer-term members knew that the 
issue was coming, but it had not been 
raised with the board until the end of 
2017. The board noted that the circum-
stances were quite different at the golf 
course, because it has to pump water 
into its ponds at a cost of $80,000. The 
resident noted that they are only asking 
for some sort of augmentation at a re-
duced size and cost. 

Another resident stated that if 
the Board of Directors is contemplat-
ing spending money, there are other 
places to spend it that are beneficial to 
a greater percentage of residents than 
the pond. He said there will be more 
people and less water, and the issue for 
the state is that those ponds prevent 
water going downstream to someone 
who owns those water rights. The other 

resident said that was a fair point of 
view but that he wants to let the whole 
community make the decision. He felt 
the cost of $1,000 to $2,000 was not cost 
prohibitive. 

Brookmoor Estates
WIA found out from residents that 
Brookmoor Estates, the gated commu-
nity on Lake Woodmoor Drive across 
from the Woodmoor Center, has re-
quested that residents be allowed to 
use the back gate via a remote to en-
ter and exit where Symphony Heights 
turns into South Park Drive. The gate is 
currently used only by emergency ve-
hicles. Residents on South Park Drive 
have always wanted the gate closed. 
Brookmoor Estates, which is not part 
of Woodmoor, has filed a Type B appli-
cation for a Planned Use Development 
amendment to allow residents to use 
the gate. 

For more information on commu-
nity concerns about previous efforts 
to allow gate use, see www.ocn.me/
v12n10.htm#brookmoor. The original 
justification for allowing the gate to 
be used was due to safety issues at the 
front gate caused by the construction of 
a wall without amending the PUD site 
plan, which affected the sight lines of 
traffic exiting Brookmoor Estates. De-
spite the developer and homeowner, 
Mike Brennan, agreeing to rectify the 
front gate issue and two lengthy discus-

sions at the El Paso Board of County 
Commissioners meetings in Decem-
ber 2012 (see www.ocn.me/v13n1.
htm#bocc) and February 2013 (www.
ocn.me/v13n3.htm#bocc), nothing 
was done until September 2015 when 
the county shouldered over 75 percent 
of the $200,000 construction cost. See 
“Controversial intersection reworked” 
at www.ocn.me/v15n9%2025.pdf. This 
realignment was supposed to correct 
the sight distance issue and allow for 
safer access to and from the subdivi-
sion.

A hearing will be held in Septem-
ber or October, with notices going 
out to adjacent property owners. Bille 
reached out to the El Paso County proj-
ect manager, Kari Parsons (kparsons@
elpasoco.com), to ask that WIA be noti-
fied as well. WIA has expressed that it 
sees no value to Woodmoor residents 
in having the gate open. More informa-
tion about the request can be found at 
https://epcdevplanreview.com/Pub-
lic/ProjectDetails/101515. 

Plan for rehab center  
at Ramada Inn

Bille also noted that the Ramada Inn 
at 1865 Woodmoor Drive is being pur-
chased by Sunshine Behavioral Health 
to turn into an inpatient drug and alco-
hol rehabilitation center. The property 
is not part of Woodmoor, and WIA has 
no jurisdiction over it but is interested 

as a neighbor in the community. The 
company filed a Type C minor site de-
velopment plan to make minor chang-
es to convert the facility from a hotel to 
a rehab center. The land is zoned C2, 
which allows for this use, so no zoning 
change is required. 

Bille noted that the development 
plan is available online at https://
epcdevplanreview.com/Public/Pro-
jectDetails/103610 and includes a de-
tailed letter of intent describing the 
project. He suggested that residents 
direct their questions or comments to 
El Paso County project manager Len 
Kendall at lenkendall@elpasoco.com 
and to the county commissioner for the 
district Darryl Glenn at darrylglenn@
elpasoco.com. WIA’s position is to ad-
vocate for what the residents want. 

Bille invited the county to make a 
presentation at a town hall at The Barn 
and was considering extending the 
offer to Sunshine Behavioral Health. 
Note: Land use consultant NES Inc. 
announced a town hall meeting at the 
Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce visi-
tor center for Aug. 8 at 6 p.m. See more 
information in the OCN Community 
Calendar. 

Board report highlights
•	 The board is still running at 4 to 

5 percent under budget for ex-
penses; there are still 86 unpaid 
dues for which liens are being 
filed, with 10 seriously past due 
accounts being turned over to the 
attorney for collection.

•	 The July chipping day was suc-
cessful, filling the bins with 153 
loads by 3 p.m. 

•	 The board unanimously approved 
a new volunteer for the Forestry 
Committee. 

•	 The Safe Route to School project 
will be finalizing the path through 
the common areas shortly; they 
hope to break ground sometime 
around late August.

**********
The WIA Board of Directors usually 
meets at 7 p.m. on the fourth Wednes-
day of each month in the Barn at 1691 
Woodmoor Drive, Monument. The 
next regular meeting will be on Aug. 
22. 

The WIA calendar can be found at 
www.woodmoor.org/wia-calendar/. 
WIA board meeting minutes can be 
found at https://www.woodmoor.org/
meeting-minutes/ once approved and 
posted.

Jackie Burhans can be reached at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me.

Above: Brookmoor Estates has requested a Planned Use Development amendment from the county to allow residents 
to use this gate at the back of the development to access South Park Road. The county project manager is Kari Parsons 
(kparsons@elpasoco.com). See www.ocn.me/v12n10.htm#brookmoor. Photo by Jackie Burhans.

We offer those age 62-plus an exceptional 
lifestyle, residences, programs, health services 
and amenities in a picturesque Colorado setting.

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care

16601 Jackson Creek Parkway, Monument, CO | JacksonCreekSeniorLiving.com | Managed by WellAge 

SCHEDULE A VISIT!  719-259-0448

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, July 25

Board discusses Hidden Pond, Brookmoor Estates, 
plan for rehab center at Ramada Inn 



Hello, Sanctuary Pointe.
An inspired new master-planned community where the 
western edge of Black Forest meets the cutting edge of 

sophisticated country living.

Here you’ll find homes so exquisitely designed, so thoughtfully adapted to 
their setting, they appear as if they grew, naturally from the surrounding 
countryside.

Sanctuary Pointe boasts municipal utilities, fire-wise forestry management, 
and a top-rated school district. But best of all, if offers more home for the 
money, and more distinctive amenities for your lifestyle.

719-494-8112
vhco.com

1670 Summerglow Lane (80132)

719-494-3194
saddletreehomes.com

1638 Summerglow Lane (80132)

719-359-4420
classichomes.com

1654 Summerglow Lane (80132)

SanctuaryPointeColorado.com

So Natural, It Looks Like It Grew Here. 

Sanctuary Pointe.
Let Nature Observe You for a Change.

Single-family & Paired Patio Homes
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o� Baptist Road and Sanctu-
ary Rim Drive. 
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MLS: #5492068
Floor Plan: Telluride
Address: 16464 Woodward Ter.
Bed: 4 Bath: 4 Garage: 2 
Style: Paired-Patio Ranch
Sq. Ft.: 3,110 Finished
Price: $515,568
Available: Now

MLS: #7625420
Floor Plan: Telluride
Address: 16383 Woodward Ter..
Bed: 4 Bath: 4 Garage: 2 
Style: Paired-Patio Ranch
Sq. Ft.: 3,110 Finished
Price: $495,000
Available: Now

CLASSIC HOMES

CLASSIC HOMES

SADDLETREE HOMES

VANTAGE HOMES

MLS: #9595150
Floor Plan: The Boulder
Address: 1745 Catnap Ln.
Bed: 5 Bath: 4 Garage: 3 
Style: Ranch
Sq. Ft.: 4,238 Finished
Price: $739,950 
Available: Now

MLS: #3528886
Floor Plan: The Riverwood
Address: 1670 Summerglow Ln.
Bed: 4 Bath: 6 Garage: 3 
Style: Ranch
Sq. Ft.: 4,412 Finished
Price: $899,000
Available: Now

Featuring Homesites from
8,400 sq. ft. to one-half acre.

*Pricing and availability subject to change without notice. See Builder for details. 
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By Bill Kappel
The streak is over; we finally received above-average 
precipitation over the entire region. July was the first 
month with above-average precipitation since last 
September. Unfortunately, as so often happens in 
July, a lot of the rainfall occurred in a few short bursts. 
This means there was flash flooding to deal with along 
with large hail at times. Most of the moisture occurred 
toward the end of the month, which helped to keep 
temperatures below average during that time frame. 
Overall precipitation was above normal for the month 
and temperatures right about average.

The month started with dry conditions for the 

first three days, with temperatures jumping from the 
upper 70s on the 1st to the upper 80s and low 90s on 
the 2nd and 3rd. Mother Nature then produced some 
of her own fireworks on the 4th, with thunderstorms 
dropping some brief heavy rainfall late on the 4th into 
the early hours of the 5th. Another round of thunder-
storms developed during the afternoon of the 5th. 

Drier conditions returned for most of the time 
from the 6th through 10th, only interrupted by some 
thunderstorms and rain showers during the mid-af-
ternoon of the 8th. This was pretty unusual for July, 
when thunderstorm activity is an almost daily occur-
rence. Temperatures were generally above normal 

during this period as well, with highs in the mid- to 
upper 80s each afternoon. 

A more typical pattern took hold from the 11th 
through the 18th, with scattered thunderstorms 
around most afternoons, providing hit-and-miss 
rainfall accumulations. Higher pressure moved over 
the region for the next few days, with temperatures 
peaking in the low 90s on the 21st. This just happened 
to coincide with the climatological warmest week of 
the year.

This area of high pressure then shifted to the east 
over the next few days, allowing high levels of mon-
soonal moisture to swing into the region and allowing 
for a northwest flow to take hold. This resulted in lots 
of thunderstorm activity, where storms would form 
over the mountains by late morning, then move over 
the region. As the storms moved off the mountains 
into the area, they were able to tap into higher levels 
of atmospheric moisture and often produce intense 
rainfall. The heaviest rainfall occurred on the 23-24th 
and again on the 26th. Both episodes resulted in a 
rainfall total well over an inch, and in some locations 
several inches. Hail was common during both storm 
events, sometimes reaching severe levels. From July 
21st through July 29th, most locations received more 
than 4 inches of rainfall, more than a month’s worth of 
precipitation in a week. 

Just in time for the end of the month, dry and 
cooler weather moved in. This pushed out much of 
the low-level moisture and stabilized the atmosphere. 
It resulted in temperatures well below normal from 
the 29th through the 31st and lots of sunshine. High 
temperatures were in the upper 60s to low 70s on the 
29th and 30th, then reached back in the upper 70s 
and low 80s on the 31st. 

A look ahead
August is the last true “summer” month in the region. 
We are often greeted with sunny, pleasant mornings 
that turn into afternoon and early evening thunder-
storms. Highs during the month range from the mid-
80s at the beginning of the month to mid-70s at the 
end. Temperatures at night get more comfortable as 
well, often dipping into the 40s. 

July 2018 Weather Statistics
Average High 		  81.0° (-1.5°)
100-year return frequency value max 87.6° min 75.3°
Average Low 		  52.1° (+1.1°)
100-year return frequency value max 56.2° min 46.9°
Highest Temperature	 91°F on the 21st 
Lowest Temperature	 45°F on the 31st 
Monthly Precipitation	 4.45” 

(+1.08” 25% above normal)
100-year return frequency value max 6.03” min 0.98”
Monthly Snowfall	 0.0” 
Season to Date Snow 	 0.0” 

(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip 	 4.45” 

(+1.08” 25% below normal) 
(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)

Heating Degree Days	  32 (0)
Cooling Degree Days	  80 (0)
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. 

He can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.

You pay by the pound with prices 
starting at $0.12 per pound and as  

low as $0.045 cents per pound. 
Metal accepted in the recycling bin at no charge!  

 

We Accept 

• Mattresses  
• Yard Waste  
• Refrigerators ($35 per)  
• Construction Debris  
• Furniture  
• Household Waste  
• And Much More!  

 

We are unable to accept tires and televisions. 
 

“The Dump”“The Dump”  
In Monument—Open to the Public! 

856 Washington Street  
Monument, CO 80132  
 

Monday-Friday 8 am - 4 pm  
Saturday 10 am - 4 pm   
Sunday CLOSED 
  

(719) 481-2340  
www.peakdr.com  

“The Dump” 

Safeway 

July Weather Wrap
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A letter to our customers
Dear friends of Covered Treasures,
Paula Primavera arrived to quite a surprise when she 
opened the store on July 6. “It was like walking into a 
thunderstorm,” she said. Water was cascading down 
as a result of a burst pipe, and pieces of the ceiling 
were falling on the floor. The west side of the Chapala 
Building is temporarily closed for renovations. The 
Bookstore staff hopes to reopen on a limited basis 
in about a month, utilizing the rooms that were not 
damaged. Covered Treasures was 25 years old on July 
17, but the party that was planned will be delayed un-
til our grand reopening.

Tommie Plank and Leona Lacroix did a lot of re-
search and decided the area needed a bookstore back 
in 1993. They then spent more than six months tak-
ing courses on operating a small business, finding a 
distributor, filing articles of incorporation, ordering 
bookcases and initial inventory, joining the American 
Booksellers’ Association, and, of course finding the 
perfect location. After considering a spot in a shop-
ping center, space opened up in the historic Chapala 
Building in downtown Monument, and the history 
and character of the building were exactly what they 
were looking for. 

Choosing a name proved to be a challenge. 
“Covered Treasures” finally evolved from a long list 
of names including “The Book Treasury,” “Books & 
Company,” and “Purple Mountain Bookstore.” Leona 
retired in 1998 for family reasons, but Tommie and 
Paula have carried on the community feel of the store, 
and Pamela Sparks has been a valued addition to the 
bookstore family for the past two years.

In large part due to our continued commitment 
to specialized customer service and relationships, 

Covered Treasures has become more than just a 
bookstore to the Tri-Lakes community. People have 
called and stopped by to ask directions, how to spell a 
word, what hours other businesses were open, get de-
tails about a community event, or ask us to find books 
based on very little information. It became a meeting 
place for customers for various reasons, including 
book clubs and a writing group. 

We have played Tooth Fairy and Secret Santa to 
young and old and have felt privileged to listen to sto-
ries, funny or sad, when a customer needed a sympa-
thetic ear, a shoulder to lean on, or someone to share 
a laugh. We have delighted in meeting your out-of-
town visitors; many of them stop in to visit each year 
when they are back in town. Our employees always 
enjoy talking about books and helping customers 

choose gift books for relatives and friends based on 
their ages and interests. And we have loved having 
young people we once welcomed to the cozy chil-
dren’s book room come back to visit with their own 
little ones, telling them how they used to like to come 
to the store when they were kids.

As a member of the Historic Monument Mer-
chants’ Association, the store publicizes and supports 
many community events, sells tickets to the Empty 
Bowl Dinner, and participates with Tri-Lakes Cares in 
its Books 4 Kids program. In addition to carrying new 
and used books, an extensive greeting card section 
offers handmade gems from local artists and pho-
tographers. Many local hiking books and maps and 
area histories are unique to the store. Author signings 
range from first-time, self-published local writers to 
nationally known best-selling authors, such as Sandra 
Dallas, Peter Heller, and Kent Haruf.

We miss being in the store and seeing all our 
amazing, loyal customers, and we hope you miss us. 
Until we reopen, we will be in the Chamber Building 
for Art Hop evenings. We are still taking special or-
ders. All you have to do is email us at covrdtreas@aol.
com; Monument Pharmacy has graciously agreed to 
be the pick-up location. Paula will be posting status 
updates on our Facebook page and in emails. 

It has been our great privilege to be your book-
store, and we will be back! Until then, happy reading. 
And thank you for 25 Great Years in Monument!
Tommie, Paula, Pam, and Leona
The staff at Covered Treasures 

The staff at Covered Treasures can be reached at 
books@ocn.me.

Guidelines for letters are on page 31.
Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed 
in Letters to Our Community are the responsibility of 
the letter writer and should not be interpreted as the 
views of OCN even if the letter writer is an OCN volun-
teer. Letter writers should include sources for any facts 
and figures they cite.

Anonymous letter criticized
Once again, an excellent edition of OCN for July! Get-
ting such a thorough factual update on the Town of 
Monument Board of Trustees was very helpful. Thank 
you and your reporter/writers. 

We do have a concern with OCN allowing a letter 
to the editor to be submitted as anonymous. Follow-
ing is an excerpt from a 2007 article, “Printing Anony-
mous Letters to the Editor Puts Public Trust in News-
papers at Risk”:
		  “However, research shows that running an 

anonymous letter to the editor is an easy way to 
get you or the newspaper sued because they are 
more likely to be filled with misinformation or 
libel. Because an anonymous letter cannot be 
identified with a person or group, it has limited 
value. 

		  “If a citizen has something truthful and 
valid to say, they should write a letter without 
trying to harm others and let the readers evalu-
ate what they have to say in the light of who they 
are.”

We believe that if someone feels strongly enough 
about a topic or issue, then (s)he should stand behind 
it with his/her name on the letter. Publishing anony-
mous letters and sharply worded commentaries can 
inflame conversations on major community issues. 
Additionally, letters without attribution could come 
from outside our local area. From our own knowledge, 
the anonymous July letter about D38 student popula-
tion reflected bias and misinformation. It would have 
been helpful to know the author, allowing us to put 
what was written into context. 

We ask for OCN to review and reconsider the ex-
isting policy of allowing anonymous letters for the fol-
lowing reasons: 1) It simply does not align with your 
overall focus and mission of providing our commu-
nity with your mission of providing factual reporting; 

and (2) it has the potential to jeopardize the public’s 
trust. 
Dave and Barb Betzler

Editor’s note: The OCN editorial board discussed the 
issues raised by this letter. OCN distinguishes between 
anonymous letters, which we do not publish, and 
“name withheld” letters where OCN has the name and 
contact information for the letter writer but is respect-
ing a request by the letter writer to not publish their 
name. While we try to minimize the number of “name 
withheld” letters in the paper, we feel offering this op-
tion helps encourage whistleblowers and others who 
might fear retaliation to provide important informa-
tion to the community.

The ball is in your court
For public record, I and several others have inquired 
about D38’s policies on physical education substitu-
tions and National Signing Day for years. Since board 
members are busy, I have decided to offer some sug-
gestions so D38 can have policies on the aforemen-
tioned issues.

High school PE substitutions
Our district recognizes that physical education is 
not mandated by the state of Colorado and is a local 
control issue. Therefore, students participating in in-
terscholastic sports, community sports, and other ap-
proved activities (such as dance or martial arts) may 
substitute their sport or activity in place of the 1.5 PE 
credits required for graduation. 

The student must have a minimum of 15 hours 
per month in their sport or activity of substitution. 
Data must be recorded onto a district-provided activ-
ity chart, including a verification from their coach or 
instructor, in order to count for each .5 credit for that 
semester. 

National Signing Day
District 38 takes pride in our students’ accomplish-
ments. We vow to include all D38 student athletes, 
regardless of where they participate in a sport, to take 
part in National Signing Day ceremonies if they are be-
ing recruited by a college for their sport.

I am asking again for the District 38 Board of Edu-
cation to please add these items to your agenda. Im-
plementing them costs the district nothing and they 

are in the best interest of our kids. Here’s your chance 
to do something “for the kids.” I am more than happy 
to help create an appropriate chart for athletes to use 
for their PE logs. 
Amy McKenzie

Keep D38 strong!
My family moved back to Colorado in 2015, thankful 
the military stationed us in this wonderful place for 
a third time. We carefully selected Monument as our 
home, knowing we plan to be here long term. We love 
the community feel, and the biggest factor in choos-
ing Monument was D38 schools for our two children. 
It’s been a fantastic fit for my kids, who have thrived 
academically, socially, and emotionally in this high-
performing district. I can see why D38 has its fantastic 
reputation and why so many families want to live in 
Monument. 

The only downside is that our class sizes and stu-
dent populations are growing. Over winter break in 
2016, Bear Creek Elementary alone enrolled 45 new 
students! And I have heard firsthand about the crowd-
ing at LP Middle School. 

D38 has a plan to alleviate crowding now and 
address the continuing growth. We can have a sec-
ond middle school ready for students in the fall of 
2019. D38 is putting forward a bond for converting 
Bear Creek back to a building for sixth-, seventh-, 
and eighth-graders (it was originally built as a mid-
dle school) and building a new 650-seat elementary 
(which is far cheaper to build than a new middle 
school) right next to the current campus to house the 
K-fifth-graders currently in Bear Creek Elementary. 
This plan is a smart, fiscally conservative approach to 
address the capacity issues we’re facing—we get the 
middle school we desperately need now and keep a 
neighborhood elementary school in Jackson Creek, 
right where it’s needed most. 

I know this community recognizes the value in 
having one of the top-performing school districts in 
the state, and I urge everyone to vote yes for a mini-
mal investment (about $13 per month for the pro-
posed bond/mill levy override) for our kids and our 
community.
Amy Shertzer
■

Letters to Our Community

Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore

25th birthday party washed away!

Above (L to R): Tommie Plank, Paula Primavera,  
Pam Sparks, and Leona Lacroix. Photo by John 
Howe.
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By Sigi Walker
Woody Guthrie’s life and songs took center stage as 
Dan Blegen presented his “docu-concert” Hard Trav-
elin’ on July 19 as part of the Palmer Lake Historical 
Society’s monthly history series. Blegen is an author, 
poet, playwright, and retired teacher, and a great 
storyteller. His “docu-concerts” combine American 
history and amply-illustrated biographical vignettes 
with music we can sing along to, including Good 
Night, Irene, This Land Is Your Land, and So Long It’s 
Been Good to Know You.

Guthrie was born Woodrow Wilson Guthrie on 
July 14, 1912 in Okemah, Okla. In 1920 it became an 
oil boom town, only to suffer severe economic depres-
sion when the oil ran out. During his early years there, 
Woody experienced a series of immensely tragic per-
sonal losses: the accidental death in a fire of his older 
sister Clara; the family’s financial ruin; and the insti-
tutionalization and eventual loss of his mother. He 
left home at 17 and rambled around the county in the 
1930s like a hobo, hitchhiking, riding freight trains, 
and even walking, connecting with Americans from 
all walks of life and dignifying their lives in simple but 
evocative songs. These experiences made a lasting 
impression on him, and heightened his awareness of 
social, political, racial and environmental issues.

In 1940, Woody Guthrie joined his friend, Pete 
Seeger, to form a quartet called the Almanac Singers. 
The group appeared at union halls, farm meetings, 

and wherever their populist politics were welcome. 
After serving in WWII, he continued to perform for 
farmer and worker groups. He wrote nearly 3,000 
songs, enriching America’s musical landscape for 
generations.

In 1954, it was discovered that he suffered from 
Huntington’s disease, the incurable degenerative 
nerve disorder from which his mother had also suf-
fered. He died on Oct. 3, 1967, in Queens, NY.

Mark your calendars
On Saturday, Aug. 11, from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m., the 
Historical Society will present the 2018 Return of the 
Rocky Mountain Chautauqua, in the Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent, and on the Village 
Green. Enjoy a full day of fun with demonstrations 
of vintage folk arts and crafts, guided walking tours 
of the area, portrayals of notable figures from Colo-
rado’s past, screenings of Summer Sojourn (a movie 
on the history of Colorado Chautauqua), music from 
a brass band and a barbershop quartet, and gold pan-
ning and other activities for kids. After lunch, be sure 
to join the Friends of Tri-Lakes Library for its annual 
community ice cream social. Chautauquas began in 
New York state in 1874. In 1887, Palmer Lake was the 
site of The Rocky Mountain Assembly, the first Chau-
tauqua in Colorado and west of the Mississippi; it ran 
for almost 20 years. This event is free and open to all. 
For more information, visit our website at www.palm-
erdividehistory.org.  ■

August Library Events

Summer reading program closes with a party
By Harriet Halbig

The Summer Adventure reading program ended on 
July 31, celebrated with a gala party on the Village 
Green in Palmer Lake on July 20. Those attending en-
joyed snacks, crafts, music, face painting, and such 
features as the Zoomobile and the Bookmobile and a 
gold panning program from the Western Museum of 
Mining and Industry.

Over 1,500 young patrons participated in the pro-
gram.

The library wishes to thank our many teen volun-
teers for their help in the library throughout the pro-
gram and at the party.

Family programs
Weekly children’s programs will return to their regu-
lar schedule in August, including Story Time on Tues-
days at 10:30 and 11:15.

Lego Build will be on Saturday, Aug. 18 from 10 
to 11:30.

Teen programs
Every Wednesday from 3 to 4:30 in the study room, 
teens and adults are welcome to attend an intergen-
erational knitting group. Practice supplies will be pro-
vided, but participants are encouraged to bring their 
own projects. 

The Monument Teen Creative Writing Group will 

meet from 6 to 7:30 on Tuesday, Aug. 7 in the study 
room. Join us to meet fellow writers, share ideas, do 
writing exercises, and enjoy tasty snacks.

The Teen Arts and Crafts program for August, on 
Wednesday, Aug. 29, is Fidget Spinners. The program 
from 4 to 5:30 will offer the chance to design your own 
fidget spinner. All materials will be provided, and reg-
istration is required. This program is recommended 
for ages 9 to 18.

The Monument Library Anime Club will meet 
from 5 to 6:30 on Thursday, Aug. 30. Come to view 
anime with others who love it and enjoy snacks. This 
program is recommended for ages 13-14 and up.

Adult programs
See above for a description of the weekly intergenera-
tional knitting group.

The Second Thursday Craft for August is Water-
color. Join us with Deb Ross from 2 to 4 on Thursday, 
Aug. 9 to learn watercolor painting. All materials are 
provided, and registration is required.

The Monumental Bookworms will meet from 7 
to 8:30 on Tuesday, Aug 14 to discuss A Gentleman in 
Moscow by Amor Towles. All are welcome to attend 
this book club sponsored by the Tri-Lakes Friends of 
the Library,

The Monumental Readers will meet from 10 

to noon on Friday, Aug. 17 to discuss The Picture of 
Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde. All are welcome to at-
tend, and no registration is required.

The Monument Library Spinning Group will meet 
from 1:30 to 3:45 on Thursday, Aug. 23.

On Thursday, Aug. 24 from 3 to 4, join us for The 
Elephant in the Room, a hospice 101 program with 
professionals from Pikes Peak Hospice and Palliative 
Care.

The display case will feature Depression Glass 
from Roberta Hankins. On the walls will be an exhibit 
titled The First 100 Days by Bill Thomas of Special Col-
lections.

Palmer Lake Library Events
Families are encouraged to bring their elders to the 
annual Ice Cream Social on the Village Green in 
Palmer Lake on Aug. 11 from 1 to 2:30. Featuring Rock 
House Ice Cream, join us to step back to a simpler 
time when an ice cream cone was all you needed for a 
perfect summer afternoon. This event is sponsored by 
the Tri-Lakes Friends of the Library and the Palmer 
Lake Historical Society. Please come, rain or shine. 
Check out the Palmer Lake Library District Book 
Trike while you’re there!

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Palmer Lake Historical Society, July 19

Presentation honors Woody Guthrie

Above: Dan Blegen after his “docu-concert” 
performance. Photo by Su Ketchmark.

High Altitude Nature and Gardening (HANG)

Forests and gardening: wonderful for your brain, 
love life, and fitness

By Janet Sellers
Local ponderosa forests offer us forest bathing as we 
slow down and stroll through the woods, languidly ab-
sorbing its wild goodness (it’s not destination-based). 
Forest bathing is the eco therapy of just being in the 
woods. Japanese scientists have proven its benefits 
to lower heart rate and blood pressure, reduce stress 
hormone production, boost the immune system, and 
improve overall feelings of wellbeing. Research shows 
the pines themselves release many substances that 
support health for their lives and ours. 

Forest bathing is said to be the new yoga. Im-
merse yourself in the forest for just one to three hours 
and your body soaks in the benefits including phyton-
cides (essential oils), freedom from visual stressors, 
and feelings of wellbeing that promote human health. 
Our local First Nations knew the benefits to life in the 

forest, and they lived there, of course. Habitual forest 
bathing helps us decrease risks of psychosocial stress-
related diseases. It is now popular likely because of a 
backlash against technology and office culture.

At home, we can mimic effects of forest bathing 
with gardening. Living in green areas shows an in-
crease in healthy body and brain function, and a mea-
surable decrease in disorders such as dementia, coro-
nary disease, and colon cancer, according to studies 
at Michigan State University. Adding just 10 percent 
of green space near a home helps reduce health com-
plaints so much that we effectively add five years to 
our life. Green space as a home garden reaps even 
more happiness.

Why does gardening make us happy? Garden-
ing is associated with many feel-good boosts: mental 
clarity, physical fitness, mood elevation, hormone 

balancing. I suspect no gym has ever improved prop-
erty values like gardening has, where we decrease 
our waistlines as we increase our health. With forest 
wisdom no-till methods using local pine needle straw 
and wood chips, we support environmental health, 
too. 

Food garden harvesting triggers the release of do-
pamine. Researchers hypothesize that over a 200,000-
year human evolution, when food was found a “har-
vest high” flush of the dopamine pleasure response 
was released in the human brain triggering bliss or 
mild euphoria by the sight, smell or plucking of a fruit 
or berry. Alas, contemporary big retailers and adver-
tising exploit these biological process findings of do-
pamine triggers when we shop. The “harvest high” bi-
ological process is played on us at our expense and is 
found at the core of compulsive consumer disorders. 
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By Janet Sellers
Have you ever noticed that when people would like to 
influence a subject or product, the highest attribute 
they use is, “the art of” or “artisan”? While much of 
America disparages the artist life and art in general, 
Americans are likely the biggest consumers of imita-
tion art in the world. 

Precise digital replicas may be the poison kill-
ing the originality, the soul, of artworks, especially 
masterpieces of all eras. In a recent article from the 
Smithsonian Institution, author Noah Charney la-
mented the demise of the artist’s hand on artwork in 
our current period, noting the proliferation of repro-
ductions and copies from technology sources instead 
of human creation. 

We see this far too often on our tech screens, in 
greeting cards, and in advertising. Carefully rendered 
but without the spirit from the artist’s direct hand, the 
art “soul” is often lost in the process because the per-
son duplicating the art has little or no interest in it. We 
are often left with no authentic thinking.

Inferior reproductions are in every case a bad 
idea and end up in the trash, but contemporary prints 
and reproductions authorized by the artist with the 
artist participating to some degree overseeing and 
signing the work, are a completely different story be-
cause they have a powerful relationship and connec-
tion with the artist. 

Worldwide, artists now use giclee and other print 
mediums to make prints similar to works artists made 
with lithograph and serigraph processes in the mid-
20th century. That era ushered in a new and profound 

understanding and appreciation for printmaking be-
cause the artist had almost full and complete involve-
ment with the art in the process and outcomes, and 
signed the work, proving authenticity.

We have many artists creating all kinds of art in 
our area. Some artists are only about original art in 
works in oil, acrylic, and other hands-on materials. 
Many access traditional materials as well as the giclee 
prints and other printmaking processes.

Our summers here are filled with art and festive 
Art Hop events where we can easily talk with the art-
ists in person—artists relish talking to visitors—and 
enjoy local art on our beautiful summer evenings. Of 
course, we also can enjoy art originals and prints and 
talk with the artists themselves at our local art shows 
and events throughout the rest of the year. 

We have just August and September left for our 
Art Hop Festival. So, grab a friend and join us in taking 
part in the rich art opportunities this month around 
town!

Art venues to visit in August
Bella Art and Frame gallery: Abstract paintings by 

Julia McMinn Evans, Aug. 1-26, artist reception 
Aug. 16, 5-8 p.m. 183 Washington St., downtown 
Monument

Bliss Studio and gallery, artwork by Jodie Bliss, 254 
Washington St.

Gallery 132, an artist cooperative, 251 Front St.
Jefferson studios, on the Alley behind Bella Casa, 

which is at 155 Second St., Monument
Santa Fe Trail Jewelry, 106 A Second St., Monument

Southwinds Fine Art Gallery, 16575 Rollercoaster at 
Baptist Roads

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, 304 Highway 105, 
Palmer Lake

Janet Sellers is an artist, writer, and speaker. Her pub-
lic art sculptures are on exhibit in Colorado cities and 
museums and available at Colorado art galleries and 

online. She can be reached at JanetSellers@ocn.me.

Please note the following corrections regarding the 
Snapshots of Our Community captions that ran in our 
June 2 and July 7 issues:
•	 Palmer Lake Chipping Day, June 2 issue, page 

26—the Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment volunteered to run the chipper to help the 
Coalition for the Upper South Platte provide this 
free slash chipping. 

•	 New Palmer Lake Dock, June 2 issue, page 27—
the Palmer Lake Parks Committee was a major 

force behind the installation of the dock.
•	 Cirque du Monument, July 7 issue page 26—Gal-

lery 132 presented and organized this fun event 
to promote awareness of downtown Monument. 

OCN regrets the errors. ■

Above: The Tri-Lakes area opened the Fourth of July festivities on July 3 with 
the annual Barn Dance. The dance was held at Sibell’s Barn as usual, but, for 
the first time, was hosted by American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11. Janet Fer-
ran, Legion member and volunteer organizer for the dance, said, “The dance 
acts as a fundraiser for the post as we will use proceeds to help fund a per-
manent home for the post.” Post members presently meet at area restaurants 
and are seeking a building. Besides food and drinks, attendees enjoyed music 
from the Kenny Brent Band followed by headliner Ronnie Davis and the Rocky 
Mountain Outlaws, which brought dancers to floor throughout the evening. 
Photo by David Futey.

Above: Artist Steve Weed was the featured artist at 
Bella Art and Frame Gallery during the Art Hop on 
July 19. Weed, shown here with oil paintings for the 
current show, exhibits largely in Colorado and New 
Mexico. Photo by Janet Sellers.

Tasks in the garden help to prevent illnesses from 
dementia to coronary disease to colon cancer. People 
who garden have the advantage of becoming limber 
in mind and body. Research shows contact with soil, 
and a specific soil bacteria, Mycobacterium vaccae, 
triggers the release of serotonin in our brain. Lack of 
serotonin in the brain causes depression. 

Home gardens provide the freshest food with op-
timal benefits. Eating spicy food (let’s grow peppers!) 
sends signals to the brain via receptors in our tongue 
reacting to the spice, triggering production of pain re-
lieving, feel-good endorphins. Eating greens can re-
duce skin damage. Brassicas (broccoli, kale, cabbage 
family) contain Sulforaphane, an anti-aging, antioxi-
dant compound. 

Rush University medical center reported a sig-

nificant decrease in the amount of cognitive decline 
for those participants consuming higher amounts of 
dark green leafy vegetables. One serving a day may 
slow brain aging by 11 years! Eating greens has been 
associated in browning fat cells, meaning converting 
fat-storing white cells into fat-burning brown cells 
due to greens’ nitrites content. This creates extra fat 
burning and, ultimately, weight loss. 

August gardening tips
I am ready to plant more sunflowers, maybe for a sun-
flower house. We can still create layered beds with 
timely results sowing flower plants (sunflowers from 
seed marigolds, pansies, mums, petunias), but most 
are lost at first frost, so I am learning to stem propa-
gate flowers indoors to overwinter for next spring. For 
fall crops, use 60-day seed-to-harvest leafy greens: ro-

maine, kale, spinach; beets for greens and roots; bush 
beans, radishes—the usual suspects. Fruiting crops 
need a much longer season for leafing out, then fruit-
ing.

It is time to divide irises and daylilies. Gently lift 
from soil, brush off soil and divide rhizomes, each 
with some leaves, do no remove roots, check health. 
Place in garden spot, space 12 to18 inches apart, cut 
the foliage to 6 to 9 inches, rhizomes pointing away 
from each other, spread out roots, cover all with soil, 
water well. 

Janet sellers is an avid lazy gardener, aka permac-
ulture and Food Forest models, sharing traditional 
ethnoecology success methods for local ornamental 

and food gardening. janetsellers@ocn.me

Art Matters

Authenticity

Snapshots of Our Community

Above: Once again, on July 11, local band Wirewood Station entertained 
a huge crowd as part of the summer series at Limbach Park. This award-
winning band never fails to get the crowd clapping and singing along. Photo 
by John Howe.

Wirewood Station Concert Barn Dance, July 3
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July 4 Festivities
Palmer Lake Fun Run

Above: In the St. Peter Catholic School plaza, the Knights of Columbus Council 
11514 held its annual Fourth of July Pancake Breakfast. Pancakes, eggs, 
two kinds of sausages, and drinks were available for the price of admission. 
Knights of Columbus member Jim Rech helped to coordinate the event and 
expected 1,600 to 1,700 attendees. Rech said proceeds from the breakfast 
will go “towards St. Peter, scholarships toward St. Peter and college, Tri-Lakes 
Cares, and other community needs.” Rech said the Knights “really appreciate 
the Town of Monument, the coordinators of the parade, and attendees of the 
breakfast as this is our major fundraiser for the year.” Volunteers from K-Kids, 
St. Mary’s High School and the Boy Scouts also helped with the event. Photo 
by David Futey.

Pancake Breakfast

Above: The Tri-Lakes area Fourth of July 
celebration started with the 36th annual 
Palmer Lake Fun Run, benefiting Lewis-
Palmer Elementary School (LPES). The 
4-mile run starts at the lake in Palmer Lake 
and ends in Monument. Megan Smallman, 
LPES PTO president, said over 1,380 
were registered, an increase of more than 
300 from last year. Smallman said, “We 
really appreciate all the support from the 
community and businesses. The event is 
operated by 100 percent volunteers.” She 
said proceeds from the race were expected 
to reach $30,000 and “will be used at LPES 
for field trips, grant programs, the library, 
technology, and playground upgrades.” 
Jeremy Meadows (19:34) of Monument and Isabella Prosceno (24:21) of 
Larkspur placed first in the male and female categories, respectively. Right: 
Judy and Sam Oldfather from Colorado Springs dressed a bit festive for the 
Palmer Lake Fun Run. Caption by David Futey. Top photo by Janet Sellers. 
Inset photo by David Futey.

Children’s Parade, July 4
The Children’s Parade, 
sponsored by the 
Monument Hill Kiwanis, 
started off the parades 
for the Fourth of July. 
Children decorated their 
bikes, wagons, scooters, 
and themselves in festive 
holiday attire. Joined by 
their parents, the parade 
participants traveled the 
parade route through 
downtown Monument and 
the thousands of onlookers. 
Left: Sophie Yoder and 
Arianna Jones dressed 
alike and decorated their 
bikes. Right: Monument 
Boy Scout Troop 17 led the 
way in the Fourth of July 
Children’s Parade. Photos 
by David Futey.

Main Parade
Palmer Ridge High School 

Bearbotics Team robot

Lewis-Palmer High School 
Ranger football team
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Cheyenne Desire Holt, 2018 El Paso County Fair queen

Colorado Renaissance Fair horsemen 

Lewis-Palmer High School Ranger Poms

St. Peter Catholic School
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Art Hop, July 19

Downtown revitalization

Left: Santa came to 
town early this year! As 
part of the Monument 
revitalization project, 
Chris Mikulas of 
Hearth House hosted 
Christmas in July. 
Santa was invited 
downtown to shop and 
play. He ate breakfast, 
w i n d o w - s h o p p e d 
and finally decorated 
cookies with kids 
at Limbach Park. 
Jennifer Cunningham 
of Gallery 132 assisted 
with marketing the 
event and had her 
store decorated for 
Christmas. Photo by 
Allison Robenstein.

Above: From left, authors Jamie Raintree and Sandra Dallas each signed a 
copy of their book for Linda Drummond during the July Art Hop on July 19. 
The book signing for Covered Treasures Bookstore took place in the foyer of 
the Chamber of Commerce building because of the recent water damage that 
closed Covered Treasures. Photo by John Howe.

Above: On Sunday, July 29, the annual Rosie’s Diner Car Show was held in 
the diner’s parking lot. The event featured the music of the Royal Aces band 
and awarded trophies for first-, second-, and third-place winners for Best Paint, 
Rosie’s Choice, and People’s Choice Best of Show. Classic cars, trucks, and 
even a fire truck from the 1930s to 1970s were included in the display, and the 
vehicle owners answered questions and shared the histories of their vehicles. 
Proceeds will benefit the Monument Police Department. Below: Tom Feeney 
bought his 1939 Ford Coupe while in high school for $130. It originally was 
blue, and he painted it purple several years ago. The foreground shows the 
drive-in movie theater speakers from his high school days. Photos by Janet 
Sellers

Rosie’s Diner Car Show

Above: Karen Brofft, D38 superintendent of schools, right, and school board 
Secretary Mark Pfoff spoke to representatives of the Northern El Paso Coalition 
of Community Associations Inc. (NEPCO) on July 14. Their comments included 
explanations of D38’s long-range goals to deal with anticipated population 
growth, school safety, and education and program options to meet a variety of 
students’ needs, and how multiple, conflicting state statutes reduce the funding 
D38 receives. Any citizens with ideas or questions about the November $33 
million bond issue and $1 mill levy (with sunset) ballot issues should see www.
lewispalmer.org and write to info@lewispalmer.org. Also at the meeting, Tri-
Lakes Monument Fire Protection District (TLMFPD) Chief Chris Truty explained 
his concerns about the potential effects of the Gallagher Amendment on special 
district revenue. See related Lewis-Palmer Board of Education and TLMFPD 
articles over the last few months in OCN and on page 3. Photo by Lisa Hatfield.

NEPCO hears from D38, July 14

Above: Manitou Springs representatives held an all-day workshop July 19, 
during Art Hop, for the Town of Monument and concluded with an idea for 
decorating crosswalks (in this case with wash-away paint). Madeline Van Den 
Hoek of Monument’s Community Relations Outreach coordinated the activities 
of the day. Van Den Hoek has invited people from other towns and cities to 
present ideas they have used. One of those ideas was crosswalk painting. She 
and Terri Hayes, president and CEO of the Monument Chamber of Commerce, 
have been meeting with stakeholders of downtown merchants to revitalize the 
downtown area. Photo by John Howe. 

Santa in Monument
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By Judy Barnes, Events Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates 
or times are often changed after publication. Please 
double-check the time and place of any event you wish 
to attend by calling the information number for that 
event.

Handbell ringers needed
The Tri-Lakes Community Handbell Choir seeks ex-
perienced ringers, high school or adults. For more in-
formation, contact Betty Jenik, 488-3853. 

Tri-Lakes Y fall youth sports, register now
Registration is now open for soccer, ages preschool-
grade 6; flag football, grades 1-12; volleyball, grades 
1-8. Season begins Aug. 27. Financial assistance is 
available. Register at www.ppymca.org or at the Y, 
17250 Jackson Creek Parkway, Monument. See ad on 
page 6.

Monument Academy now 
enrolling for 2018-19 school year

Monument Academy, a free public school of choice, 
features academic excellence, award-winning pro-
grams, and more. For more information or to sched-
ule a tour, call 481-1950 or visit www.monumentacad-
emy.net. See ad on page 11.

St. Peter Catholic School now 
enrolling for the 2018-19 school year

The school offers full and half-day preschool, Core 
Knowledge Curriculum with small class sizes, Christ-
centered education, athletics, and more for pre-
school-eighth grade. Call or visit: 124 First St., Monu-
ment; 481-1855; www.petertherock.org. See ad on 
page 2.

Palmer Lake Art Group seeks 
fine arts and crafts vendors

Makers of holiday gifts of fine arts and fine crafts are 
welcome for the upcoming Annual Arts and Craft Fair 
Oct. 5-6 at the Palmer Lake Town Hall. Entry forms 
can be found online. For more information, email 
Evelina_st@yahoo.com or visit http://palmerlakeart-
group.com.

Town of Monument Board Openings
Want to be involved in your community? Apply for 
a position on the Board of Adjustment or Planning 
Commission. The town is now accepting applications 
for volunteers to serve in these important roles. Find 
the application online at www.townofmonument.org. 
Info: 481-2954.
Colorado State University Extension Annual 

Peach Sale, order by Aug. 21
El Paso County is bringing in a limited supply of Colo-
rado Western Slope organic freestone peaches. Or-
der a box for your food preservation needs or share 
a box with your neighbor or friends. Peaches must be 
pre-ordered by by 5 p.m. Aug. 21. Find out more and 
order online at www.eventbrite.com/e/peach-sale-
tickets-47519009637.

Slash-Mulch season continues
The El Paso County Black Forest Slash and Mulch pro-
gram will accept slash (tree and brush debris only) 
until Sept. 9. Mulch will be available through Sept. 8 
or when mulch runs out. Hours of operation are: Sat-
urdays, 7 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sundays, noon-4 p.m.; Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings, 5-7:30 p.m. The mulch loader 
schedule is Saturdays only, 7 a.m.-4 p.m. The cost for 
slash is $2 per load. The mulch loader fee is $5 per 
bucket, about 2 cubic yards. The slash and mulch site 
is located at the southeast corner of Shoup and Her-
ring Roads in the Black Forest area. For more infor-
mation, visit www.bfslash.org or phone Carolyn, 495-
3127; Chuck, 495-8675; Jeff, 495-8024; or the County 
Environmental Division, 520-7878.

Town of Monument water restrictions 
For customers of Town of Monument Water, use re-
strictions are in place through Sept. 30. While restric-
tions are in place, please adhere to the following wa-
tering schedule: 
•	 Even-numbered buildings: Tuesday, Thursday, 

and Saturday 
•	 Odd-numbered buildings: Monday, Wednesday, 

and Friday 
•	 There is no watering on Sundays. 
•	 Watering is allowed only before 9 a.m. and after 

5 p.m. Sod permits are available by calling 884-
8037. 

If you do not reside within Monument, check with 
your water district about specific restrictions.

National Night Out Aug. 7, 
register your neighborhood event

National Night Out (NNO) is an annual event on the 
first Tuesday of August that promotes crime preven-

tion and drug prevention in communities across the 
country. Turn on porch lights and join neighbors out-
side to make a show of solidarity and strength, and 
send the message to criminals that we won’t toler-
ate crime in our neighborhoods. Plan a block party, 
barbecue, neighborhood walk, or other activity and 
let the Sheriff’s Office know about it. Sheriff’s Office 
employees will travel around the county to attend the 
neighborhood celebrations. Tips on planning your 
NNO event and the registration form can be found 
at www.natw.org. To register your event phone Brent 
Ambuehl, 719-208-5924, or email brentambuehl@el-
pasoco.com.

County seeks nominations for Veteran  
of the Year, nominations due Aug. 15

El Paso County is seeking nominations for the Second 
Annual Veteran of the Year Award. Nominees should 
have demonstrated exemplary military service, com-
munity service, and support for veterans in the com-
munity. Full nomination guidelines and forms can be 
found at www.elpasoco.com/county-seeks-nomina-
tions-veteran-year.

Tri-Lakes AWANA Club, register now
AWANA is a program dedicated to helping kids ages 
4-18 learn scripture in a fun and exciting way. Each 
week is filled with engaging activities like games, 
verses, and story time. To register for next fall, go to 
fuelchurch.org and click on the AWANA logo.

Free reflective address signs  
for Palmer Lake residents

Residents may obtain free metal reflective street 
number signs so that first responders can identify 
your house in an emergency evacuation. If you would 
like to have these assembled and placed, call the 
Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department (PLVFD) at 
719-419-4488. If you need special assistance in case of 
an evacuation, please let the PLVFD know when you 
call them.

Black Forest fire cleanup 
volunteers still needed

Teens, adults, families, and volunteer groups looking 
for meaningful community service work? Black Forest 
Together is still looking for volunteers to help families 
restore their land after the 2013 Black Forest Fire. Also 
looking for chipper operators, truck driver volunteers, 
team leads, and administrative help. For more infor-
mation, contact 495-2445 or email ResourceCenter@
BlackForestTogether.org.

Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Thrift Store 
needs volunteers

Volunteers are needed for various tasks. The store is 
located at 755 Highway 105, Suite N, in the West End 
Center and is open Monday through Saturday, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. To volunteer, call 488-3495. 

 Free firewood in Black Forest
Help residents clear their land of thousands of cords 
of free firewood, dried out from the fire, already felled, 
limbed, bucked, and stacked. You need to haul it 
away, cut it to fireplace length, and split it. For more 
information, contact Byron, info@hoperestored.org.
Got spare trees to share with Black Forest?

Do you have too many tree seedlings sprouting close 
together in your yard? Please consider donating them 
to www.Trees4Tomorrow.com, a new mission of Black 
Forest Together. Trees that would have been lost to 
development or mitigation can now be transplanted 
to devastated areas within the burn scar. For more in-
formation, contact 495-2445 or email ResourceCen-
ter@BlackForestTogether.org. 

Happy Birthday Monument
June 2, 2018 was Monument’s 139th anniversary of 
incorporation. In 2019, Monument will celebrate 140 
years as a town. Volunteers are needed to help plan 
the main event on June 1, 2019 and for kids’ activities, 
historical walking tours, and reporters to collect sto-
ries from longtime residents. Please contact Madeline 
719-884-8013 for more information and to join a com-
mittee.

Recycle old phones and tablets
Legacy Sertoma is collecting old smart phones and 
cell phones, and old iPads for recycling. Collection 
boxes are located at the Palmer Lake Post Office, 
Serrano’s Coffee Company, the Air Academy Fed-
eral Credit Union in Monument, and the Commu-
nity Banks of Colorado (formerly Peoples) branches 
in Gleneagle and downtown Colorado Springs. This 
program is not only a fundraiser for Sertoma but is 
designed to keep all those rare-earth metals out of 
landfills. Call Denny Myers at 481-4189 for pick up. 

Perform with the Colorado Springs 
Youth Symphony, enter by Oct. 17

Pikes Peak Music Teachers Association (PPMTA) 
of Colorado Springs and Gary Nicholson, Colorado 
Springs Youth Symphony director, have created a new 
Piano Concerto Competition for students living in the 
Tri-Lakes, Colorado Springs, and Pueblo areas. The 
winner will perform with the Colorado Springs Youth 
Symphony in its Winter Concert in 2019 and may be 
eligible for a $500 summer camp scholarship to either 
Lamont School of Music, Denver, or the International 
Summer Academy of Music in Ochsenhausen, Ger-
many. For more information, contact Barbara Taylor, 
competition chair, for entry forms, repertoire, and 
competition information at 648-3844, BarbaraTaylor.
PPMTA.President@gmail.com, www.PPMTA.org.
Resources on Living with Tri-Lakes Wildlife

In the Tri-Lakes area, we really do have rattlesnakes, 
bears, coyotes, mountain lions, skunks, porcupines, 
etc. in our very own backyards. We also have fawns 
that do not need rescuing; they are just waiting for 
their moms to return. Never feed any wildlife! See 
“Too Close for Comfort” at http://cpw.state.co.us/
learn/Pages/LivingwithWildlife.aspx and more at 
http://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Pages/LivingwithWild-
lifeComfort2.aspx for many ways to educate our-
selves. Learn how to react correctly when someone is 
bitten by a rattlesnake at www.wikihow.com/Treat-a-
Rattlesnake-Bite.

Tri-Lakes Meals on Wheels needs drivers
Meals on Wheels in the Tri-Lakes area needs regu-
lar and substitute drivers to deliver meals Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday each week. Volunteers will 
have to complete an application with Silver Key and 
then undergo a background check. For more infor-
mation, phone Sue Cliatt, 481-3175. 

Meals on Wheels by Silver Key
If you’re a homebound senior age 60 or older, you 
might qualify to receive meals delivered to your home 
through Silver Key. To register or volunteer, call 884-
2370.

Free Services for Black Forest Seniors, FYI
Did you know that Silver Key will provide transpor-
tation to and from medical appointments for Black 
Forest area residents? Call 719-884-2380 for appoint-
ments. Did you know that Silver Key will provide 
Meals on Wheels to Black Forest area residents over 
age 60? Call 884-2370. Did you know that Silver Key 
will provide case management guidance and other 
services to residents in the Black Forest area? For 
more information about Silver Key and its services, 
visit www.silverkey.org or call 719-884-2350.

Yoga classes at Woodmoor Barn
Raleigh Dove is now teaching three weekly yoga 
classes at the Woodmoor Barn. Classes are open to 
everyone, and each class is a different level. For more 
information, visit www.yogapathwaysstudio.com. See 
ad on page 4.

Become a CASA volunteer
Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) offers a 
volunteer opportunity like no other. As appointed 
representatives of the court, CASA volunteers are em-
powered to make a lifelong difference in the lives of 
abused and neglected children. To learn more, con-
tact Uriko Stout, 447-9898 ext. 1060, urikos@casappr.
org; or visit www.casappr.org.

Air Force Academy construction project at 
South Gate Bridge, through June 2019

The New Santa Fe Regional Trail will remain open 
through the construction site; all trail users must use 
the metal connex box tunnel. All bicycle and horse-
back riders must dismount before entering the tun-
nel. Periodic trail closures at the South Gate Bridge 
will be scheduled and posted in advance; the trail will 
be blocked and closed only at the South Gate Bridge. 
For more information, contact Construction Superin-
tendent Fred Langan, 719-213-1332 or Fred.langan@
Tepa.com; or El Paso County Project Manager Jason 
Meyer, 520-6985 or jasonmeyer@elpasoco.com.

Free transportation and 
handyman services for seniors

Mountain Community Senior Services offers free 
transportation and handyman services to Tri-Lakes 
seniors. If you need a ride to a medical appointment, 
grocery shopping, or the local senior lunches, a vol-
unteer driver will be happy to help you. Call 488-0076 
to leave a message for the dispatcher. If you need grab 
bars in the bathroom, a ramp to your door, or repair 
of stairs or railings, please call Cindy Rush, 488-0076, 
and leave a message or visit www.coloradoseniorhelp.

Our Community Notices
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Our Community Calendar
By Judy Barnes, Community Calendar Editor

Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates 
or times are often changed after publication. Please 
double-check the time and place of any event you wish 
to attend by calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N TA L  B O D I E S
•	 Forest Lakes & Pinon Pines Metropolitan Dis-

tricts Board Meeting, Mon., Aug. 6, 10:30 a.m., 
6385 Corporate Dr., Suite 200, Colo. Springs. 
Meets 1st Mon. each month. Info: 327-5810.

•	 Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., 
Aug. 6, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 1st and 3rd 
Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017, www.townof-
monument.org.

•	 El Paso Board of County Commissioners Meet-
ing, Tue., Aug. 7, 9 a.m. Centennial Hall, 200 
South Cascade Ave., Suite 150, Colo. Springs. 
Meets every Tue. through August and every 
Tue. and Thu. from September. Info: 520 6430, 
https://clerkandrecorder.elpasoco.com/clerk-
to-the-board/board-of-county-commissioners-
meeting-agendas/

•	 El Paso County Planning Commission Meet-
ing, Tue., Aug. 7, 9 a.m., 2880 International Cir-
cle (off Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st 
& 3rd Tue. (if required) each month. Find agen-
das at https://planningdevelopment.elpasoco.
com/el-paso-county-planning-commission/
planning-commission-2018-meetings/. Info: 
520-6300.

•	 Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meet-
ing, Wed., Aug. 8, 9 a.m., 120 Middle Glenway. 
Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2732. 
www.plsd.org. 

•	 Monument Academy School Board Meeting, 
Thu., Aug. 9, 6 p.m., school library, 1150 Village 
Ridge Point, Monument. Meets 2nd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-1950, www.monumentacad-
emy.net/school-board. 

•	 Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., 

Aug. 9, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-
2953, www.townofpalmerlake.com.

•	 Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Mon., Aug. 13, 2 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor 
Dr., Monument. Now meets 2nd Mon. each 
month. Info: 488-2525, www.woodmoorwater.
com.

•	 Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Com-
mittee Meeting, Tue., Aug. 14, 10 a.m., 16510 
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 
Bill Burks, 481-4053. 

•	 Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Aug. 14, 5 p.m., Fairfield Inn (Mt. Herman 
Conference Room), 15275 Struthers Rd., Monu-
ment. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 488-
6868, https://triviewmetro.com. 

•	 Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Aug. 15, 9 a.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Wed. 
each month. Info: 481-4886.

•	 Donala Water & Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Thu., Aug. 16, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein 
Dr. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-3603, 
www.donalawater.org.

•	 Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meet-
ing, Mon., Aug. 20, 6 p.m., Learning Center, 146 
Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 3rd Mon. during 
the summer. Info: 488-4700, www.lewispalmer.
org.

•	 Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., 
Aug. 20, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 1st and 3rd 
Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017, www.townof-
monument.org.

•	 Wescott Fire Protection District Board Meet-
ing, Tue., Aug. 21, 7 p.m., Station 1, 15415 Gle-
neagle Dr. Normally meets 3rd Tue. each month. 
Info: 488-8680.

•	 Academy Water and Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Aug. 22, 6 p.m., Wescott Fire Sta-
tion 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-0711.

•	 Forest View Acres Water District Board Meet-
ing, Wed., Aug. 22, 6 p.m., Monument Sanitation 
District board room, 130 Second St. Meets 4th 
Wed. each month, Info: 488-2110, www.fvawd.
com.

•	 Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., Aug. 22, 6:30 p.m., TLM-
FPD Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105. Meets 4th Wed. 
each month. Info: Jennifer Martin, 484-0911, 
www.tlmfire.org.

•	 Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Aug. 22, 7 p.m., Woodmoor 
Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4th Wed. each 
month. Info: 488-2693, www.woodmoor.org. 

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
For information on library events, see the library 

events column on page 22 and   
visit www.ppld.org. 

•	 The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org.

•	 The Monument Branch Library hours are 
Mon.-Thu., 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m., Sun., 1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
•	 Monument Hill Farmers Market, every Sat., 8 

a.m.-2 p.m., In front of the D-38 Administration 
Building at 2nd and Jefferson St., Downtown 
Monument. Park behind the administration 
building or in the Catholic Church parking lot. 
Playground for the kids. Many new vendors plus 
all your old favorites! Info: 592-9420.

•	 Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meet-
ing, every Sat., 8 a.m., D-38 Administration 
Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Guests 
are welcome to the weekly meetings that feature 
speakers on a variety of topics and a free buffet 
breakfast. Join the 140+ men and women of the 
Tri-Lakes area who work together on projects to 

com.
Volunteer drivers needed for seniors’ 

transportation service
Mountain Community Transportation for Seniors is 
a nonprofit, grant-funded organization that provides 
free transportation to Tri-Lakes seniors 60 years old 
and over. The program needs additional volunteer 
drivers. For information, email Mountain Commu-
nity Senior Services at mcseniorservices@gmail.com 
or call the MCSS dispatch hotline at 488-0076.

Residence vacation check
The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office will conduct vaca-
tion checks of homes of county residents who are on 
vacation. This is a great way to add security to your 
home when you’re away for multiple days. Either a 
deputy or trained volunteer will visit your home while 
you’re away and check it periodically. To add your 
home to their schedule, visit www.epcsheriffsoffice.
com. Info: 520-7151.

Monument text alerts
Text “Monument” to 41411 to receive updates and 
news of meetings, weather alerts, openings and clos-
ings, as well as other important town information to 
your phone or personal mobile device.

Volunteer weather observers needed
The Community Collaborative Rain, Hail and Snow 
Network is seeking volunteer weather observers in 
this area. The nationwide network is made up of vol-
unteers who help measure and record precipitation 
in their areas. Learn more and sign up on the net-
work’s web page at www.cocorahs.org.

Monthly arts and crafts group forming
The Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Senior Center is look-
ing for anyone interested in various types of arts and 
crafts such as needlework, knitting, beading, color-
ing, or quilting. If you’re interested in any of these
activities or have a suggestion of your own, contact 
Sue, 464-6873.

County Planning and Development’s 
new website

The county’s new Electronic Development Applica-
tion Review Program (EDARP) allows immediate ac-
cess to documents and development application pro-
cessing. This is part of an ongoing county-wide effort 
to give residents easier access to data and improve 
transparency. EDARP is an internet-based platform 
that uses Cloud storage through Microsoft Azure and 
allows users access to all county development appli-

cations dating back to 1947. The public, consultants, 
and developers can see and download electronic 
copies of applications for rezoning, subdivisions, and 
more. The program also allows electronic submittal of 
development-related applications, which will reduce 
costs to applicants and the county. For more informa-
tion, visit epcdevplanreview.com.

Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Senior Center, 
new expanded hours

The Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Senior Citizens Center is 
next to the Lewis-Palmer High School Stadium (across 
from the YMCA). With the addition of 16 morning 
exercise classes, the new hours are Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Saturday, 8:45-10 a.m.; and Sun-
day, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. The facility has a lounge, craft 
room, game room, and multipurpose room. Programs 
include bridge, pinochle, bingo, national mah-jongg, 
Zumba, line dancing, yoga, chair yoga, tai chi, Pilates, 
total body strength, better balance and strength, and 
many more! There’s also ping-pong, Wii video games, 
puzzles and board games, refreshments, a lending li-
brary, computers with internet connections, and an 
information table. For information about programs 
for seniors, visit www.TriLakesSeniors.org or call Sue 
Walker, 719-330-0241. 
Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free

Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of infor-
mation for local seniors, including the daily menu 
of the senior lunches offered Mon.-Fri. at the Moun-
tain Community Mennonite Church, 643 Highway 
105, Palmer Lake. It also contains the schedule of the 
classes and events for the month at the Senior Citi-
zens Center and senior-friendly library programs. To 
subscribe, send an email with your name and mailing 
address to SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior 
Beat can also be viewed online at www.TriLakes-
Seniors.org.
El Paso County expands services to veterans
Three county agencies providing services to veterans 
now have satellite offices at the Mount Carmel Center 
of Excellence, 530 Communications Circle, Colorado 
Springs. The Veterans Service office at Mount Carmel 
is open Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4 p.m. and closes noon-
1 p.m. for lunch. Call 667-3816 for an appointment. 
The Pikes Peak Workforce Center Mount Carmel of-
fice is open Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. (closed for 
lunch noon-1 p.m.) and is staffed with two Workforce 
Center employees who help veterans with their em-

ployment needs. Call 667-3729 for an appointment. 
The county Department of Human Services also has 
a Mount Carmel office open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

Help the Black Forest Animal Sanctuary 
(BFAS) rescue animals

Southern Colorado Animal Rescue BFAS is an ani-
mal rescue and rehab farm that has been helping 
animals since 1994. The all-volunteer organization 
has rescued thousands of horses, farm animals, dogs, 
cats, and various small wild animals and birds. BFAS 
provides rescue operations, adoption programs, fos-
ter and sponsorship programs, a student/horse edu-
cation program, service dogs to veterans, and local 
and national rescue efforts. They also work with local 
schools and scouts. Donations are needed for sup-
plies, and volunteers are needed for day-to-day op-
erations. To find out how you can help, call 494-0158, 
email BFASFarm@gmail.com, or visit www.bfasfarm.
org.

County launches new community website
Check out all the interesting county data available for 
you at http://community.spatialest.com/co/elpaso/.

CSU Extension launches 
“Your Energy” website and blog

The Colorado State University Extension now has a 
“Your Energy” website to help Coloradans make more 
informed energy decisions. The site includes decision 
tools, fact sheets, and a blog. The decision tools can 
help you figure out energy savings from using more 
efficient lighting, low-flow showerheads, heating and 
cooling systems, water heaters, and more. Other tools 
can help you understand how much you spend on 
heating, cooling, and baseload electricity and your 
bottom line if you install a wind turbine or solar ar-
ray. Visit the site at http://yourenergy.extension.colo-
state.edu/. 

Free gun-lock kit
The Monument Police Department is offering free 
firearm safety kits to local residents through a part-
nership with Project ChildSafe, the nationwide fire-
arms safety education program. Each kit contains 
gun safety information and a cable-style gun lock that 
fits most types of handguns, rifles, and shotguns. The 
Police Department administrative offices at 645 Bea-
con Lite Rd. are open Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Drop by during those times to pick up a free gun-lock 
kit. For information, phone 481-3253. ■
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support our community. Info: Bob Hayes, 481-
9693, www.monumenthillkiwanis.org. See ad 
on page 11.

•	 The Wine Seller Free Wine Tastings, every Sat., 
1-4 p.m., 2805 Roberts Dr., Monument. Info: 488-
3019, www.thewineseller.net. See ad on page 3.

•	 Bingo by the American Legion, every Sat., 
game sales start at 6 p.m., games start at 7 p.m., 
the Depot Restaurant, in Palmer Lake. Proceeds 
go to scholarships and other community sup-
port activities. Info: 481-8668, www.american-
legiontrilakespost911.com/bingo.htm.

•	 Watercolor Painting Demo, with art class after-
ward, every Sat.-Sun., 3-5 p.m. For watercolor 
art for fun and good health, join Janet Sellers 
and get free local scene coloring pages while she 
demos at local cultural, coffee, and food spots. 
RSVP & Info: janetsellers10@gmail.com, 357-
7454.

•	 Fuel Church Sunday Service, every Sun., 9:30 
a.m. fellowship with free donuts and coffee, 10 
a.m. main service; 14960 Woodcarver Rd. (just 
west of I-25 off Baptist Road). Non-denomina-
tional, spirit-led. Info: info@fuel.org, www.fuel-
church.org. See ads on pages 5 and 17.

•	 Tri-Lakes United Methodist Church Worship 
Hours, every Sun., traditional services 8 & 11 
a.m., contemporary service 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
school, all ages, 9:30 a.m., 20256 Hunting Downs 
Way, Monument. Info: 488-1365, www.tlumc.
org. See ad on page 3. 

•	 Cathedral Rock Church Sunday Service, every 
Sun., 10 a.m., Tri-Lakes YMCA, 17250 Jackson 
Creek Pkwy, Monument. Info: www.cathedral-
rockchurch.org. See ad on page 11.

•	 Tai-Chi Class, every Mon., 10 a.m., Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Cost: $5. Drop-
ins welcome. Info: 481-2953, www.townofpalm-
erlake.com.

•	 Seniors: Tai Chi Classes, every Mon., 11–noon, 
Silver Alliance Senior Center at Lewis-Palmer 
High School (across from the YMCA). This soft, 
slow, and gentle form of exercise has many ben-
efits. Registration required. $3 suggested dona-
tion. RSVP & Info: 464-6873. 

•	 Seniors Monday Movie Matinee, every Mon., 
1-4 p.m., Silver Alliance Senior Center located 
on Lewis-Palmer High School campus. Free 
movies and snacks. See the schedule of films in 
Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Senior Beat.

•	 Artfully Speaking Toastmasters, every Mon., 
5:45 p.m., DeVry University, 1175 Kelly Johnson 
Blvd., room 13. Info: Jon Walsh, 640-9428; www.
artfullyspeaking.toastmastersclubs.org.

•	 Women’s A.A. Step Study, every Mon., 6 p.m. 
Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Bap-
tist Rd. Info: 481-0431.

•	 Yin Yoga Classes, every Mon., 6:30-7:45 p.m., 
Yoga Pathways Studio, 755 Hwy 105, West End 
Center, Suite A (3⁄4 mile west of Safeway). A slow 
yoga practice; all levels welcome. First class al-
ways free. Info: Deb Harano, 338-8467; Dimen-
sionsYoga@gmail.com.

•	 Monument Hill Kiwanis Bingo, every Mon., 
7:30 pm, Carefree Bingo, 3440 N. Carefree Cir-
cle, Colo. Springs. All proceeds benefit those in 
need in the Tri-Lakes Community. Info: mark.
zeiger@gmail.com.

•	 Farmers’ Market at Western Museum of Min-
ing & Industry (WMMI), every Mon. & Wed., 
10 a.m.-3 p.m., 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 
156 A). Info: 488-0880, info@wmmi.org, www.
wmmi.org.

•	 Adult Literacy Class, every Mon. & Wed., 6-7:30 
p.m., D-38 Admin. Building, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Open to the public. Info: 488-4700.

•	 Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Mon.-Fri., 
12-12:30 p.m., Mountain Community Menno-
nite Church, 643 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. See the 
menu for the month in the Senior Beat newslet-
ter. A $2.25 donation is requested. Stay for bingo 
the 2nd Thu. each month. Reservations are re-
quested, phone 884-2304.

•	 Western Museum of Mining & Industry 
(WMMI), open Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 225 
North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A). Daily guided 
tours at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Cost: $10 adults, $9 
military/AAA, $8 seniors & students, $6 children 
3-12, free to children under 3 & museum mem-
bers. Info: 488-0880, info@wmmi.org, www.
wmmi.org.

•	 Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Thrift Store, open 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 755 Hwy 105, Suite N, 
in the West End Center. Seniors 62+ get a 20% 
discount on Wednesdays. Military & Teacher 
Appreciation Day, 20% off regular priced items 

on Saturdays. All proceeds support Tri-Lakes 
Senior Programs. To donate furniture, call 488-
3495 for a pickup. Info: www.TriLakesSeniors.
org. 

•	 Tri-Lakes YMCA Senior Coffee, every Tue., 
9:30-11:30 a.m., 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, 
Monument. Members and non-members are 
welcome. Socialize, have coffee and snacks in 
the front lobby. Free. Info: 630-2604, hbrandon@
ppymca.org, www.ppymca.org.

•	 Al-anon Meeting: Monument Serenity, every 
Tue., 7:30-8:30 p.m., Ascent Church (formerly 
the Tri-Lakes Chapel), 1750 Deer Creek Rd., 
Monument. Info: Kay, 481-9258.

•	 Act II Thrift Shop, open Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Proceeds benefit Tri-Lakes 
area non-profits. Info: 487-3268, cara@mynoth-
landchurch.org, www.mynorthlandchurch.org/
act-ii.

•	 Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Wednesday Night 
Fellowship Meal (Free) & Classes, every Wed., 
6-7:30 p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Road, Monument 
(Corner of Beacon Lite & County Line Roads). 
Info: 488-9613, gregsmith@trilakeschurch.org, 
www.trilakeschurch.org. 

•	 Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 
9-10:10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 
Deer Creek Rd., Monument. Info: Kay, 481-9258. 

•	 A.A. Big Book Study, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family 
of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. 
Info: 481-0431.

•	 Live music at the Speedtrap, every Thu. open 
mic 7-9:30 p.m., musicians every Fri. & Sat., 8-11 
p.m., 84 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Info: 488-2007, 
www.speedtrapbistro.com. See ad on page 5.

•	 Group of Artists (GOA) Meetings at Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts, Sat., Aug. 4, 10 a.m.-noon, 
304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Lively discussions 
about art topics, general studies on creativity. 
Meets 1st Sat. each month. Info: 481-0475, info@
trilakesarts.org, www.trilakesarts.org.

•	 Foot Care Clinic, Wed., Aug. 8, Silver Alliance 
Senior Center located across the street from the 
Tri-Lakes YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High 
School campus. A registered nurse examines 
your feet and provides foot care advice, toenail 
trimming. Cost: $30 for a 30-min. visit. Meets 
2nd Wed. and last Fri. each month, by appoint-
ment only. Info & appointments: call the Visiting 
Nurse Association, 577-4448.

•	 Senior Bingo, Thu., Aug. 9, Mountain Commu-
nity Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 105, Palmer 
Lake, after the senior lunch. Come for lunch at 
noon, then stay and play. Free! Prizes! Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037. 

•	 Bridge, Thu., Aug. 9, 1-4 p.m., Silver Alliance 
Senior Center located on Lewis-Palmer High 
School campus. Walk-ins are welcome. Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Reservation suggested: 
call Judy, 626-399-2733.

•	 Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Aug. 9, 
6:30 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 
Pebble Beach Way, Monument. New members 
and visitors welcome. Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each 
month. Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

•	 Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Aug. 9, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 
Hwy 105 west of Monument near the bowling al-
ley. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

•	 La Leche League Meeting, Fri., Aug. 10, noon-
1 p.m., Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Mothers, babies, and mothers-
to-be are all invited. Meets 2nd Fri. each month. 
Info: Kelley, 440-2477, kdghorashi@gmail.com.

•	 El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recy-
cling Collection Facility, Sat., Aug. 11, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., 3255 Akers Dr., Colorado Springs. Open 
the 2nd Sat. each month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 
a.m.-5 p.m., accepts porcelain fixtures, common 
recyclable items, household hazardous waste, 
various electronics, and TVs up to 19-inch di-
agonal. Accepts documents from private house-
holds for shredding, up to two legal paper-sized 
boxes. Bring a nonperishable food item for Care 
and Share. Info: 520-7878, http://adm.elpasoco.
com/Environmental_Services/Solid_Waste_
Management.

•	 Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Aug. 11, 9 a.m., 
Mountain Community Mennonite Church, 
643 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. A variety of art pro-
grams are offered after the social gathering and 
business meeting. Guests welcome. Meets 2nd 
Sat. each month. Info: 487-1329, www.palmer-
lakeartgroup.com.

•	 Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group, Sat., 

Aug. 11, 9:45-11:30 a.m., The First National Bank 
of Monument, 581 Hwy 105. Meets 2nd Sat. each 
month. Info: Gail, 481-3711.

•	 Random Acts of Kindness, Sat., Aug. 11, 1-4 
p.m., location and activity varies each month. 
Join other community members to collect food 
or toy donations, rake leaves, shovel snow, 
or whatever the need is. Meets 2nd Sat. each 
month. Info: Melinda Reichal, 719-313-0688, 
mreichal@aol.com.

•	 Palmer Divide Photographers Group, Mon., 
Aug. 13, 7 p.m., Mountain Community Menno-
nite Church, 643 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Award-
winning photographer Greg Griffin presents 
“The Art of Street Photography.” All are wel-
come. Meets 2nd Mon. each month. Info: www.
pdphotographers.com.

•	 Pikes Peak Music Teachers Association Meet-
ing, Tue., Aug. 14, 9 a.m., Graner Music, 4460 
Barnes Rd., Colo. Springs. Music teachers and 
students, meet for coffee, a meeting, and pro-
gram presentation. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. 
Info: Susan Marten, 231-9272, www.ppmta.org.

•	 Chess Nuts, Tue., Aug. 14, 5-9 p.m., Silver Alli-
ance Senior Center. Any age, any skill. Learn-
ers welcome. Drop in and leave when you want. 
Bring your own board and pieces if you have 
them. Meets 2nd & 4th Tue. each month. Info: 
www.TriLakesSeniors.org/chess.

•	 Western Museum of Mining & Industry 
(WMMI) Speakers’ Bureau Lecture, Tue., Aug. 
14, doors open 6 p.m., lecture 7-8 p.m.; 225 
North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A). Nick Iwan-
icki, Special Collections Librarian in Residence 
at the Colorado School of Mines. Cost: $5, mem-
bers free. RSVP & Info: 488-0880, rsvp@wmmi.
org, www.wmmi.org.

•	 Black Forest AARP Potluck Lunch & Meeting, 
No meeting in August, Black Forest Lutheran 
Church, 12455 Black Forest Rd. All ages wel-
come. Meets 2nd Wed. each month, noon. Info: 
Stan, 596-6787, or www.aarpchapter1100black-
forest.weebly.com.

•	 Gleneagle Sertoma Luncheon Meeting, Wed., 
Aug. 15, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m., Liberty Heights, 12105 
Ambassador Dr., (off Voyager Blvd in Colorado 
Springs). Interesting speakers and programs; all 
are welcome. Meets 1st & 3rd Wed. each month. 
Info: Garrett Barton, 433-5396; Duane Gritz-
maker, 481-2424; www.gleneaglesertoma.org.

•	 Senior Bingo, Wed., Aug. 15, 1-2 p.m., Silver Al-
liance Senior Center, Lewis-Palmer High School 
campus. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: Sue 
Walker, 464-6873.

•	 Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Wed., 
Aug. 15, 7 p.m., The Country Club at Woodmoor, 
18945 Pebble Beach Way, Monument. New mem-
bers welcome. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 
Post Commander Joe Carlson, 405-326-2588, 
jcarlson@vfw7829.org, www.vfw7829.org.

•	 VFW Auxiliary to Post 7829, Wed., Aug. 15, 7 
p.m., The Country Club at Woodmoor, 18945 
Pebble Beach Way, Monument. New members 
welcome. If you are a male or female relative of a 
veteran who served on foreign soil during war or 
other military action, you may be eligible. Meets 
3rd Wed. each month. Info: Kathy Carlson, 488-
1902, carlsonmkc@aol.com.

•	 Senior Tea, Thu., Aug. 16, 12-1:30 p.m., Silver 
Alliance Senior Center at Lewis-Palmer High 
School (across from the YMCA). Come early to 
socialize. Volunteers needed. Meets 3rd Thu. 
each month. Reservations required: contact 
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Sue, 464-6873, sue@monumentalfitness.com. 
•	 Bethesda Gardens Educational Session: All 

Things Senior, Thu., Aug. 16, 2-4 p.m., 55 Beacon 
Lite Rd., Monument. Info: 866-958-8771, bethes-
dagardensmonument.com.

•	 Art Hop, Thu., Aug. 16, 5-8 p.m., Downtown 
Monument west of I-25.The 3rd Thu. each month, 
May-Sept., the galleries, restaurants, and bou-
tiques of historic downtown Monument stay 
open until 8 p.m. for a celebration featuring art 
openings, book signings, great food, live music, 
and more. Info: 481-3282, www.monumentar-
thop.org. 

•	 Art Hop at Covered Treasures Bookstore, Thu., 
Aug. 16, 5-8 p.m., Tri-Lakes Chamber Building, 
166 Second St., Monument. Guest authors are 
Mike Torrreano and David P. Wagner, Diane and 
Jim Sawatzki, Anna Blake, and Todd Caudle. Re-
freshments served. Free, open to all. Info: 481-
2665, www.coveredtreasures.com. 

•	 Palmer Lake Historical Society, No meeting in 
August. Normally meets 3rd Thu. each month 
at Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Info: 559-0837, www.palmerdividehistory.org.

•	 Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Aug. 17, Silver Alliance 
Senior Center located across the street from the 
Tri-Lakes YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High 
School campus. A registered nurse examines 
feet and provides foot care advice, toenail trim-
ming. Cost: $35 for a 30-min. visit. Meets 2nd 
Wed., 3rd and last Fri. each month, by appoint-
ment only. Info & appointments: call the Visiting 
Nurse Association, 577-4448.

•	 The Breakfast Club, Sat., Aug. 18, 8:30 a.m., The 
Ridge at Castle Pines North (Ridge Grill and 
Bar), 1414 Castle Pines Pkwy. Single people 50+ 
meet new friends and have fun. This active so-
cial group enjoys activities ranging from card 
games to white water rafting, international/
domestic travel to bowling and golf. Meets 3rd 
Sat. each month. Info: 303-815-8428, www.TBC-
50plus.org.

•	 Tri-Lakes Parkinson’s Disease Support Group, 
Sat., Aug. 18, 10 a.m.-noon, Monument Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church, 238 Third St, Monu-
ment. Come for socializing, discussions on 
Parkinson’s-related issues including available 
support, and occasional speakers. Meets 3rd Sat. 
each month. Info: John Farley, 481-2364, robun-
2good@gmail.com; or Syble Krafft, 488-2669.

•	 Monument Essential Tremor Support Group, 
Sat., Aug. 18, 1-3 p.m. Movement disorder sup-
port group. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: Jean: walk2kreddog@
gmail.com, or Margaret: lumargaret@aol.com.

•	 Amateur Radio WØTLM (Tri-Lakes Monument 
Radio Association), Mon., Aug. 20. This month 
the group will have a cookout at the home of a 
member. Call, email, or visit the website for de-
tails. All amateur radio operators or those inter-
ested in becoming amateur radio operators are 
welcome. Meets 3rd Mon. Info: Joyce Witte, 661-
9824, Joycewitte@gmail.com; www.W0TLM.
com. 

•	 Drummers! Mon., Aug. 20, 6:30-8 p.m., Lim-
bach Park (next to the band shell on the grass). 
Free and open to all ages. Bring any kind of 
drum or other hand percussion instrument. Be-
ginners welcome! Meets 3rd Mon. each month. 
Info: Nan, 466-1257, nananddon@hotmail.com.

•	 Outpouring: TLUMC Supporting our Commu-
nity, Tue., Aug. 21, 7 p.m., back Barrel Room at 
Pikes Peak Brewing Company, 1756 Lake Wood-
moor Dr., Monument. Everyone is welcome. 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: LWeber1971@
aol.com; for current speaker info go to http://
tlumc.org/outreach/outpouring. 

•	 Senior Social, Wed., Aug. 22, 1-4 p.m., Fellow-
ship Hall of the Black Forest Lutheran Church, 
12455 Black Forest Rd. Meets 4th Wed. each 
month. Info: aarpchapter1100blackforest.wee-
bly.com.

•	 Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Aug. 25, Silver Alliance 
Senior Center located across the street from the 
Tri-Lakes YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High 
School campus. A registered nurse examines 
feet and provides foot care advice, toenail trim-
ming. Cost: $35 for a 30-min. visit. Meets 2nd 
Wed., 3rd and last Fri. each month, by appoint-
ment only. Info & appointments: call the Visiting 
Nurse Association, 577-4448.

•	 Tri-Lakes Chamber Monthly Education Se-
ries: Basics of Bookkeeping, Thu., Aug. 28, 9 
a.m.-noon, 166 Second St., Monument. Great for 
people writing business plans, strategic plans, 
or documenting/describing existing business 

models. Free. Register online, www.trilakes-
chamber.com/events-calendar.htm. Info: 481-
3282.

•	 Chess Nuts, Tue., Aug. 28, 5-9 p.m., Silver Alli-
ance Senior Center, across the street from the 
YMCA. Any age, any skill. Learners welcome. 
Drop in and leave when you want. Bring your 
own board and pieces if you have them. Meets 
2nd & 4th Tue. each month. Info: www.TriLakes-
Seniors.org/chess.

•	 Group of Artists (GOA) Meetings at Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts (TLCA), Sat., Sep. 1, 10 a.m.-
noon, 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Lively dis-
cussions about art topics, general studies on 
creativity. Meets 1st Sat. each month. Info: 481-
0475, info@trilakesarts.org, www.trilakesarts.
org.

•	 Lupus Support Group. If you suffer with an au-
toimmune disease and want to connect with 
others, you are welcome to join this group. Info: 
dmbandle@hotmail.com.

•	 Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado 
Support Group. Location varies. Info: Caro-
lyn, 488-3620, www.4-mga.org, 303-360-7080, 
4mga@4-mga.org. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
•	 Sundance Studio Annual Open House, Sat. Aug. 

4, 1-3 p.m., 1450 Cipriani Loop, Monument. Free 
and open to all. Ninja course and activities for 
kids. Tumbling & trampoline exhibition 4 p.m., 
dance performance 4:30 p.m. Info: 481-8208, 
info@thesundancestudio.com, www.thesundan-
cestudio.com. 

•	 Tri-Lakes Cruisers 16th Annual Benefit Car 
Show, Sun., Aug. 5, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Historic 
Downtown Monument, 2nd and Front Streets. 
Public invited free of charge to look around. 
Food vendors, door prizes, music by a DJ, USAFA 
Falcons, and much more. Proceeds benefit Tri-
Lakes Cares. Info: Lois Button-Gonzalez 481-
1643; www.tl-cruisers.weebly.com.

•	 35th Annual National Night Out, Tue., Aug. 7. 
Turn on your porch light and go outside to join 
your neighbors to make a show of solidarity and 
strength. Plan a block party, barbecue, neighbor-
hood walk or other activity and let Brent Ambue-
hl know about it. Contact Brent at 719-208-5924, 
brentambuehl@elpasoco.com. Find tips at www.
natw.org.

•	 D-38 Home School Enrichment Academy Open 
House, Tue., Aug. 7, 5-7 p.m., Grace Best Educa-
tion Center, 66 Jefferson St., Monument. Use east 
entrance on Adams Street. Staff will be present to 
answer questions, tour. Repeats Aug. 13, 10 a.m.; 
Aug. 16 & 22, 6 p.m. Info: 640-6392, RDunphey@
lewispalmer.org, www.lewispalmer.org/hsea.

•	 Friends of Monument Preserve (FOMP) Trail 
Work Night, Tue., Aug. 7, 6-8:30 p.m. Help main-
tain our area trails. Bring leather gloves, water, 
and bug repellent. Park at the main parking lot 
at the trailhead on Mt. Herman Road. Meets 2nd 
Tue., Apr.-Oct. Info: Bill Normile, 303-619-2156, 
info@fomp.org, www.fomp.org.

•	 Neighborhood Meeting: Ramada Inn Change of 
Use, Wed., Aug. 8, 6-8 p.m., 166 Second St. Find 
out about the plan for the change of use from a 
hotel to a drug and alcohol rehabilitation facility 
that has been submitted on behalf of Sunshine 
Behavioral Health. This is not a methadone clinic 
nor an outpatient clinic. It is high end, voluntary 
inpatient only. It does not require rezoning; it 
meets the current zone. Info: Katie Whitford, 471-
0073, kwhitford@nescolorado.com.

•	 Northern El Paso County Non-Profit Council, 
Thu., Aug. 9, 8 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chamber of Com-
merce, 166 Second St., Monument. Non-profits, 
schools, churches, government entities, busi-
nesses, other organizations, and anyone else in-
terested in serving the community are invited. 
RSVP & Info: Rich Strom, 719-963-4464.

•	 Lang 20th Annual Pig Roast & Client Appre-
ciation Event, Fri., Aug. 10, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 236 
Washington St., Monument. Free, all ages are 
welcome for fresh roast pig, sides, drinks, and a 
bounce house for the kids. Info: 481-0887. See ad 
on page 7.

•	 Summer Concert Series at Forest Lakes, Fri., 
Aug. 10, 6-9 p.m., Pavilion at Waterfront Park on 
Forest Lake Drive., Monument. Free concerts 2nd 
and 4th Fri., Jun.-Aug. Three food trucks sched-
uled. Bring chairs, blankets. No pets. Info: www.
forestlakescolorado.com/events.html.

•	 King’s Deer Community Garage Sale, Fri.-Sun., 
Aug. 10-12, Highway 105 and Roller Coaster 
Road. For details and map visit www.KingsDeer.

org and click Garage Sale. See ad on page 5.
•	 Black Forest Festival, Sat., Aug. 11, 6:30 a.m-9 

p.m., 12530 Black Forest Rd. Pancake breakfast 
by R&R Café 6:30-9:30 a.m., festival activities 8 
a.m.–3 p.m. include booths, farm-themed chil-
dren’s acitivites/games/crafts and demos, music, 
expanded food venues, and more. Parade at 10:30 
a.m.; outhouse races around 11:40 a.m. To volun-
teer, call 495-2718. Info: www.bfcommunityclub.
org.

•	 Return of the Rocky Mountain Chautauqua, 
Sat., Aug. 11, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., in the Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent, and on the Village 
Green. A full day of vintage arts, crafts, portray-
als of historic men and women, wildlife displays, 
walking tours of the area, live music, screenings 
of Summer Sojourn--a movie on the history of 
Colorado Chautauqua, gold panning and other 
activities for kids. The Friends of the Tri-Lakes Li-
brary will hold their annual ice cream social after 
lunch. Free and open to all. Info: www.palmerdi-
videhistory.org.

•	 Native American Traditional Powwow, Sat., 
Aug. 11, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., doors open 9:30 a.m., 
Norris Penrose Event Center, 1045 Lower Gold 
Camp Rd., Colo. Springs. Native drums and danc-
ers, Native art and artisans, birds of prey and live 
wolf exhibits, Aztec Dancers, Native vendors, Na-
tive food and kid’s activities. Cost: $5, free for Na-
tive Americans in full regalia and children 12 and 
under. Please bring donations of non-perishable 
food. No drugs, alcohol or pets (except service 
animals). Cash prizes for dancers. Drums by in-
vitation only. All proceeds support One Nation 
Walking Together. Info: www.coloradospring-
spowwow.org.

•	 Gleneagle Sertoma 17th Annual Patriot Golf 
Benefit, Mon., Aug. 13, noon check-in, 1:30 p.m. 
tee-off, USAFA Eisenhower Golf Course, Blue 
Course. This tournament honors local patriots 
representing the military and first responders. 
Proceeds go to El Paso County Sheriff’s Office 
Foundation and other local charities. Register at 
www.gleneaglepatriotgolf.com or use the form 
attached to the ad. Info: John Coyle, 494-4284; Joe 
Gray, 203-4526, www.gleneaglepatriotgolf.com. 
See ad on page 14.

•	 Park Party at Pikes Peak Brewing Company, 
Thu., Aug. 16, 6-8 p.m., 1756 Lake Woodmoor Dr, 
Monument. Come for free food, drinks, and fun. 
Mingle with the different Friends Groups that 
support El Paso County Parks and find out what’s 
new in your local parks. Light refreshments pro-
vided. Info: 520-6983, dananordstrom@elpasoco.
com.

•	 Bethesda Gardens: Pancakes for Purpose, Sat., 
Aug. 18, 8:30-10:30 a.m., 55 Beacon Lite Rd., 
Monument. This event is a fundraiser for the 
Alzheimer’s Walk. Cost: $15 for all you can eat 
pancakes. Info: 866-958-8771, bethesdagardens-
monument.com.

•	 Pickin’ on the Divide, Sat., Aug. 18, 11 a.m.-6:30 
p.m., Limbach Park, 151 Front St., Monument. 
Colorado bluegrass bands perform all day. Beer 
garden, food trucks, and more, rain or shine. 
Please, no smoking or pets except service ani-
mals. Info: www.pickinonthedivide.com. See ad 
on page 13.

•	 Monument Library: AARP Drive Smart, Sat., 
Aug. 18, noon-5:45 p.m. Any aged person may 
attend, but the insurance discount only applies 
to those age 55 and older. Court-directed per-
sons are welcomed; instructors are authorized to 
sign off related court documents. Cost: $15 AARP 
members, $20 for non-members. Pre-class res-
ervations are requested; a few walk-ins might be 
accepted. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info: 685-2242.

•	 Free Chipper/Slash Day for Palmer Lake resi-
dents, Sun., Aug. 19, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Glen Park. 
Please, no root balls, trash, pine needles, slash 
with rocks or glass, nor lumber. Please do not 
drop your slash to be chipped early. Please orient 
your slash so that the cut end is toward the back 
of your truck or trailer. If you have a large amount 
of slash you can contact CUSP at adrian@cusp.
ws to arrange for them to do the chipping at your 
property. Info: 719-208-5826.

•	 Billy Bob Thornton & the Boxmasters at Tri-
Lakes Center for the Arts, Tue.-Wed., Aug. 21-
22, 7 p.m., doors open 6:15 p.m., 304 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. The Boxmasters’ only Colorado 
shows! Tickets & Info: 481-0475, www.trilake-
sarts.org.

•	 National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
Free Mental Health First Aid Training, Fri., Aug. 
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24, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Citizens Service Center, Third 
Floor Nautilus Room, 1675 Garden of the Gods 
Rd., Colo. Springs. This eight-hour course helps 
you identify, understand, and respond to signs of 
addictions and mental illnesses. Class size is lim-
ited and registration is required. Register online 
at www.mhfaco.org/find-a-class. Info: 473-8477 
or info@namicos.org.

•	 Summer Concert Series at Forest Lakes, Fri., 
Aug. 24, 6-9 p.m., Pavilion at Waterfront Park on 
Forest Lake Drive., Monument. Free concerts 2nd 
and 4th Fri., Jun.-Aug. Three food trucks sched-
uled. Bring chairs, blankets. No pets. Info: www.
forestlakescolorado.com/events.html.

•	 Black Rose Acoustic Society: By the Lee, Fri., 
Aug. 24, 7 p.m., doors open at 6:15. Black For-
est Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at 
Shoup Road. Cost: $10 general, $5 BRAS mem-
bers, $5 non-member students with ID. Info: Joe 
Maio, 528-6119, jrmtn@comcast.net, www.black-
roseacoustic.org.

•	 Monument’s Free Movie Night: Remember the 
Titans, Fri., Aug. 24, 7 p.m. activities begin, mov-
ie begins at dark, Tri-Lakes YMCA, 17250 Jackson 
Creek Pkwy, Monument. Bring chairs & blankets, 
no pets please. Info: 884-8013, www.TownofMon-
ument.org.

•	 Benet Hill Monastery: 12 Step Spirituality-
Spiritual Awakening for Everyone, Fri.-Sun., 
Aug. 24-26, 3190 Benet Lane, Colo. Springs. 
RSVP & Info: www.benethillmonastery.org. See 
ad on page 12.

•	 Spruce Mountain Estates Neighborhood Ga-
rage Sale, Sat.-Sun., Aug. 25-26, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Access the neighborhood via Yarnell Drive in 
Larkspur, two miles north of Palmer Lake off Hwy 
105. Info: Vicki Ray, 719-232-8940.

•	 Rocky Mountain Music Alliance Concert, Sat., 
Sep. 1, 7 p.m., The Church at Woodmoor, 18125 
Furrow Road, Monument. Music of Mozart, 
Mahler and Mendelssohn with Dr. Zahari Metch-
kov, piano; Geoffrey Herd, violin; Ekaterina Do-
brotvorskaia, viola;  and Max Geissler, cello. Tick-
ets: $12+ online; $15 at door; Students FREE. Info: 
www.RMMAConcerts.org. See ad on page 10.

•	 Bill Nance Memorial Blood Drive, Tue., Sep. 
4, 1-5 p.m., Antelope Trails School, 13280 Jessie 
Dr. Walk-ins welcome, driver’s license required. 
Sponsored by Gleneagle Sertoma Club and Pen-
rose-St. Francis Hospital. RSVP & Info: 481-5702.

•	 The Barefoot Mile–Fight Child Trafficking, Sat., 
Sep. 8, 9:30 a.m. check-in, walk at 10 a.m., BBQ 

afterwards; Lewis-Palmer Don Breese Stadium, 
1300 Higby Rd., Monument. Join Benet Hill Mon-
astery and other organizations to raise awareness 
and funds to fight child sex trafficking. Register 
online, www.thebarefootmile.org. Info: Gina, 
720-209-6860, or text BarefootMile8 to 71777.

•	 Front Range Open Studios, Sat.-Sun., Sep. 
8-9, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. A self-guided tour of 18 full 
time professional artist and craftsmen studios. 
Free and for all ages. Find maps at www.fron-
trangeopenstudios.com or call 488-0629. 

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-avail-
able basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by local 
governmental entities and not-for-profit organizations. We 
include events that are open to the general public and are 
not religious or self-promotional in nature. If space is avail-
able, complimentary calendar listings are included, when 
requested, for events advertised in the current issue. To have 
your event listed at no charge in Our Community Calendar, 
please call (719) 339-7831 or send the information to calen-
dar@ocn.me or P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132.

Letters to Our Community
Our Community News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor on topics of general interest to readers in the 
Tri-Lakes area. We do not knowingly print letters 
that are substantially the same as letters that have 
been submitted to other publications. To ensure 
that OCN contains a variety of viewpoints, each 
letter writer is limited to a maximum of six letters 
within any twelve month period. To submit a let-
ter, please:
•	 Identify your submission as a letter to the edi-

tor and confirm that it has not been submitted 
to any other publication.

•	 Include a suggested headline or title.
•	 Limit letters to no more than 300 words.
•	 Include your full name, home address, day 

and evening phone numbers, and email ad-
dress, if you have one.

•	 Email your letter to editor@ocn.me or mail it 
to P.O. Box 1742, Monument, CO 80132-1742.

•	 Send your letter at least 14 days before the 
“first Saturday of the month” when the paper 
is published. Later submissions may be de-
ferred to our next monthly issue.

•	 If you are not at least 18 years old or an eman-
cipated minor, provide a written statement 
from a parent or legal guardian that you have 
permission to submit the letter.

If, after two business days from the date of your 
submission, you have not received an acknowl-
edgement of your letter, please contact Lisa Hat-
field, Managing Editor, at (719) 339-7831 or edi-
tor@ocn.me. Letters may be edited for length and 
grammar. Letter writers should include sources 
for any facts and figures they cite. Letters contain-
ing personal attacks will not be published.
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Content
Articles in Our Community News focus on the de-
liberations of Tri-Lakes area governmental bodies 
such as the Monument Board of Trustees, Palmer 
Lake Town Council, and many of the local water, 
sanitation, fire, and school district boards. 

Unlike papers that try to figure out what the 
“story” is and then get quotes on each side to pre-
sumably lead the reader to conclude what the 
“truth” is, OCN’s role is to report in detail on public 
meetings of local governmental entities. We report 
what was talked about and what was decided. By 
reading OCN, you can find out what you might have 
learned if you had attended those public meetings. 
In this context, “truth” is that the articles accurately 
represent what transpired at the meetings. 

The content of ads and inserts in OCN is sole-
ly the responsibility of the advertisers who place 
those ads and inserts. The appearance of an ad or 
insert in OCN does not imply endorsement of the 
ad or insert’s content or purpose. While OCN does 
not knowingly run false ads or inserts, we do not 
research the accuracy of that content. Readers are 
encouraged to do their own research prior to com-
mitting to use the products or services offered. 

Contact Lisa Hatfield, Managing Editor, at editor 
@ocn.me or (719) 339-7831 with any questions.

Look for our next issue  
Saturday, Sept. 1   

 

Ad space reservations due: Fri., Aug. 10 
Finished ad artwork due: Fri., Aug. 17 
Letters to the editor due: Fri., Aug. 17 

Calendar items due: Fri., Aug. 24 
 

Visit our website to read, download, and 
search all the back issues at  

WWW.OCN.ME 

Paid Advertisement

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN!

Our Community News (OCN), with a circulation 
over 18,500, is a unique all-volunteer monthly 
newspaper mailed FREE to every resident 
and business in the Tri-Lakes area. OCN is a 
primary source for Tri-Lakes area news that 
gives advertising preference to Tri-Lakes area 
businesses. OCN’s contract-free low ad rates and 
monthly publication schedule help stretch your ad 
budget while supporting an important Tri-Lakes-
focused effort to present factual, comprehensive 
news to all Tri-Lakes area residents and business 
owners.

For advertising information, contact 
John Heiser, (719) 488-3455, 

ads@ocn.me, or visit www.ocn.me.

Support Our Community.
Volunteer with OCN!

Please join us today! Meet a group of inter-
esting and committed people. Learn new 
skills—use your enthusiasm and creativ-
ity to benefit our community and celebrate un-
filtered information. Please call Managing Edi-
tor Lisa Hatfield at (719) 339-7831, or email  
editor@ocn.me to see how you can contribute. 
Contact us today! 

The Rabbi’s Corner 

The Limitations of 
God’s Vocabulary 

By Rabbi Oswald Garagorry 
The title of this month’s article may be difficult 

to accept, because most people who believe in God 
hold the view that God cannot experience limita-
tion of any kind. Most people who believe in God 
also believe that he inspired the authors of the Bi-
ble to write the words that are contained in its 
pages. They will also affirm that every word in the 
Bible is truth, inspired by God himself. We com-
pletely agree to these stated beliefs, as they are our 
view too. Yet, we go a step further. We believe that 
our God knows All THE WORDS, OF ALL THE LAN-
GUAGES IN THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE.  

To us, his vocabulary is limitless, so where do 
we differ from our dear brothers and sisters in 
Christendom? We differ in the belief that God had a 
need for the assistance of an estimated 250-318 
bishops who were assembled by the emperor Con-
stantine I, for what is commonly known as the First 
Council of Nicaea, in 325 A.D. They met in the City 
of Nicaea which is known today as Iznik, Turkey. 
The First Council lasted from May 20th to August 
25th. During that time the Bishops adopted twenty 
canons (for the Universal Christian Church aka the 
Catholic Church) and by putting their minds to 
work together they were able to assist God with his 
vocabulary limitations by providing to him a word 
that here-to-for had never been part of his shared 
vocabulary. However, since the Nicaean Council it 
has become a major part of what we know as Chris-
tian Doctrine. The word that was provided to God 
by the bishops was “trinity”. They not only pro-
vided the word to God, but also defined it for him: 
one God manifest in three persons.  

When Jesus was instructing those who had 
chosen to follow Him he specifically stated to them 
that “GOD IS ONE”. He not only affirmed that God 
is One, he said absolutely nothing about a trinity or 
God being manifest as three persons in one. Please 
go to your Bible and read Mark 12:28-30, and draw 
your own conclusion. Does a concept of three in 
one, mean the same thing as One? If not, why do 
you uphold the teaching of the three in one, as the 
same as One? Especially, since such a definition or 
teaching is nowhere to be found in the Bible. Do we 
have any instructions or freedom given to us by 
God himself to add a made-up word of human 
imagination or concept to the Bible and teach it, as 
if it were part of the Holy Word of God, especially, 
when the Lord Jesus Christ spoke contrary to it? 
Please consider what you are going to do with the 
man-made word trinity in light of the words of Je-
sus Christ that God is One. Would you argue that he 
is misinformed; because you have been taught a 
doctrine for many years that God is defined as three 
in one—a trinity? 

Shalom to you. 

Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi  
of Aliyah Congregation that  

meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
at the Mountain Community 

Mennonite Church,  
643 Highway 105, Palmer Lake, CO 80133 

www.aliyahcongregation.com ● (719) 330-2382 
Visitors are welcome! 
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Our Community News (OCN), with a circulation 
over 18,500, is a unique all-volunteer monthly 
newspaper mailed FREE to every resident 
and business in the Tri-Lakes area. OCN is a 
primary source for Tri-Lakes area news that 
gives advertising preference to Tri-Lakes area 
businesses. OCN’s contract-free low ad rates 
and monthly publication schedule help stretch 
your ad budget while supporting an important 
Tri-Lakes-focused effort to present factual, 
comprehensive news to all Tri-Lakes area 
residents.

For advertising information,  
contact John Heiser,  
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Got wrinkles? 
Get Botox!Get Botox! 

 

Also for MigraineMigraine Relief! 

Now offering 
BodySculpting!BodySculpting!  

 

BodySculpting 
is a non-
surgical 
fat and 
cellulite 
reduction 
procedure 
 
 Body Shaping 
 Fat Dissolving 
 Repels Cellulite 

 

Elba D’Asaro, RN, CLS 
719-487-SKIN (7546) 

550 Hwy 105 in Monument 
In Medical Center  
next to Safeway 

spamedicausa.com 
 

*Offers good through Aug. 31, 2018. 

SKIN & LASER Medical Spa 

Where Science meets Beauty 
FREE NO OBLIGATION 

CONSULTATION  
 

Got spots, 
unwanted hair, 
spider veins,  

TOE FUNGUS?  
Get Get 

Laser Laser   
or 

Scleratherapy! 
Sale $99 and up!* 

Three laser hair removal 
treatments for any part of 

the body, only $499* (reg. 
$900) or an additional 

treatment for only $99!*  

(719) 272-4227 
 

    All Medical Eye Issues 
• Cataract 

Specialist 
• Allergies 
• Dry Eyes 
• Diabetic 

Retinopathy 
• Macular 

Degeneration 
• Glaucoma 
• Infections 

 
You won’t leave until all of your questions  

have been answered! 
 

6385 Corporate Drive, Suite 307, Colorado Springs, CO 80919 

www.haasvisioncenter.com 

Michael G. Haas,  
M.D. 

Board-Certified 
Ophthalmologist (center)  

is happy to introduce  
our newest doctors  

David Davis, M.D.,FACS (right) 
and Timothy Reese, OD to 
our practice this summer 

	

	
 

Hearth	House	has	an	intimate	mountain	vibe,	with	a	
fresh,	modern	style	that	feels	like	home	and	will	

accommodate	small	or	large	weddings,	receptions,	
corporate	events	and	private	parties.	

		

Book	your	event	by		
October	31,	2018	&	Save	10%	

.	
Go to www.hearthhousevenue.com to: 

Ø Save A Date With No Obligation 
Ø Check Out Job Opportunities	
Ø Schedule A Tour	

COMING	SOON	
Booking	Now	For	Events	After	October	1st	

	

192	Front	St,	Monument	CO		80132	
719-465-1418						info@hearthhousevenue.com	
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Support Our 
Community.

Volunteer with OCN!
Please join us today! Meet a group of inter-
esting and committed people. Learn new 
skills—use your enthusiasm and creativity to 
benefit our community and celebrate unfil-
tered information. Please call Managing Edi-
tor Lisa Hatfield at (719) 339-7831, or email  
editor@ocn.me to see how you can contribute. 
Contact us today! 

August Special!

FREE 
Sopapillas with purchase 
of combo. With coupon. 

Good through 8/31/18. OCN

Don Tequila 
Mexican Grill 

and Restaurant
15910 Jackson Creek 

Parkway
(719) 487-7788

dontequilamexican grill.com


	Triview Metropolitan District, July 10: Water and wastewater rate increases approved
	Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, July 17: Directorsexplore “de-Gallagherizing,” combining
districts
	Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, July 25:
Board forms committee to keep in touch with Wescott
	Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, July 9:
Strategy for ponds considered; Woodmoor Ranch trip planned
	Donala Water and Sanitation District, July 19: New rates proposed for large
commercial customers
	PalmerLake Town Council, July 12 and 26:
Well fails; council declares water emergency
	Monument Planning Commission, July 11:
Wagons West development, Conexus business park plan recommended for approval
	Monument Board of Trustees, July 16: Police chief lists needs for growing
town: “We are not Mayberry”
	Monument Board of Trustees special meeting, July 30:
Board asks for extension in approving 2017 audit
	Monument Academy School Board, July 18:
New board elects officers, makes committee assignments
	El Paso Board of County Commissioners, July 3, 10, 24, and 31: Final Forest Lakes plat approved;
potential ballot question discussed
	El Paso County Planning Commission, July 17:
Flying Horse North andForest Lakes development plans advance
	Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, July 25: Board discusses Hidden Pond, Brookmoor Estates,
plan for rehab center at Ramada Inn
	July Weather Wrap
	Letters to Our Community
	Anonymous letter criticized
	The ball is in your court
	High school PE substitutions
	National Signing Day
	Keep D38 strong!

	Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore: 25th birthday party washed away!
	August Library Events: 
Summer reading program closes with a party
	Palmer Lake Historical Society, July 19: 
Presentation honors Woody Guthrie
	High Altitude Nature and Gardening (HANG):  Forests and gardening: wonderful for your brain,
love life, and fitness
	Art Matters:
Authenticity
	Snapshots of Our Community
	Wirewood Station Concert
	NEPCO hears from D38, July 14
	July 4 Festivities
	Pancake Breakfast
	Palmer Lake Fun Run
	Children’s Parade, July 4
	Main Parade


	Barn Dance, July 3
	Rosie’s Diner Car Show
	Art Hop, July 19
	Downtown revitalization
	Santa in Monument

	Our Community Notices
	Our Community Calendar
	GOVERNMENTAL BODIES
	WEEKLY & MONTHLY EVENTS
	SPECIAL EVENTS


