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Our community calendar carries listings on a space-avail-
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not religious or self-promotional in nature. If space is avail-
able, complimentary calendar listings are included, when 
requested, for events advertised in the current issue. To have 
your event listed at no charge in Our Community Calendar, 
please call (719) 339-7831 or send the information to calen-
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The Rabbi’s Corner 

Right or Wrong, Part II�
By Rabbi Oswald Garagorry 

In part 1 of this series which began last month, we 
asked the question: If the Messiah was right or wrong 
in affirming He was God when speaking to his con-
temporaries. We determined that the response de-
pended upon who was responding to the question. 
Today we will elaborate on the response from the Jew-
ish perspective which would likely be that he was 
wrong; because God is a spirit and not a human being. 
That response has some logic in it, yet it is not consis-
tent with the Holy Record. In Genesis 1:8-9, it de-
scribes God walking in the Garden and making noise 
as he was walking. How does a spirit walk around 
making noise without a body? It seems evident that 
walking involves a physical aspect.  

In Exodus Chapter 3, Moses sees a bush that was 
burning, but the elements providing the fire were not 
consumed. So he moved closer to observe it better. 
And to his surprise there in the midst of the fire was 
God himself, speaking to him and giving him direc-
tions. Normally, spoken words proceed from a tangi-
ble mouth somewhere. 

In Numbers Chapter 22 we have the report of the 
messengers of Balak, coming to Balaam. But also in 
the same text we have the report of God himself com-
ing to Balaam. And the text goes further to describe 
the two of them having a detailed conversation. The 
text does not tell us how or in what manner God came 
to Balaam. The important thing is that God was able 
to come (in some manner) and spoke words giving 
instruction to his prophet. “Who are those men with 
you?” (Exodus 22:9). After getting the response from 
Balaam, God carried on the conversation with Balaam 
as He expressed His view or perception of the messen-
gers, telling Balaam: “You are not to go with them; you 
are not to curse the people because they are 
blessed.” (Number 22:12). Therefore the speaking God 
is able to come, speak, give instructions and not hang 
around thereafter. Elsewhere in the Tanakh (Old Tes-
tament) we are told of 14 times, by several different 
authors who affirmed seeing God themselves.  

The heart of the matter as David expressed in 
Psalms 63:1-4, is to seek God with all your heart, mind 
and strength: “O God, you are my God; I will seek you 
eagerly. My heart thirsts for you, my body longs for 
you in a land parched and exhausted, where no water 
can be found. I used to contemplate you in the sanc-
tuary, seeing your power and glory; for your grace is 
better than life. My lips will worship you.”  

May you make David’s prayer your personal 
prayer, because he was able to see God himself. 

Shalom to you. 

Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi  
of Aliyah Congregation that  

meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
at the Mountain Community 

Mennonite Church,  
643 Highway 105, Palmer Lake, CO 80133 

www.aliyahcongregation.com � ��������	
�����
���������	�
��
�
��
��


