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By Lisa Hatfield
The Tri-Lakes Wastewater 
Treatment Facility (TLWWTF) 
Joint Use Committee (JUC) 
met on Sept. 10 to discuss the 
first draft of the 2020 budget 
and talk more about accom-
plishing important baseline 
testing for radium.

TLWWTF is owned in 
equal one-third shares by 
Monument Sanitation District 
(MSD), Palmer Lake Sani-
tation District (PLSD), and 
Woodmoor Water and Sanita-
tion District (WWSD). 

The three-member JUC 
acts as the board of the facil-
ity and consists of one director 
from each of the three owner 
districts’ boards: PLSD Vice 
Chairman Patricia Smith, JUC 
vice president, who ran this 
meeting; MSD Director John 
Howe substituted for MSD 
board Chairman Ed DeL-
aney, JUC president; and 
WWSD board President 
Jim Taylor substituted for 
WWSD board Director Lee 
Hanson, JUC secretary/
treasurer. Other board and 
staff members of the three 
owner districts also attend-
ed, including MSD District 
Manager Mike Wicklund, 
PLSD District Manager 
Becky Orcutt, and WWSD 
District Manager Jessie 
Shaffer.

2020 budget draft
Facility Manager Bill Burks 
presented the JUC with his 
ideas for the 2020 budget, 
which included:
•	 Purchasing a $62,000 

real-time phosphorus 
analyzer, which would 
reduce chemical costs 
and could pay for it-
self in savings in about 
four years.

•	 Sandblasting and re-
coating all three clari-
fiers for $75,000.

•	 Replacing exterior light 
fixtures to accept more 
heat-efficient bulbs.

•	 A 2% increase for plant 
operators and a step 
increase as operators 
advance.

Oct. 8 will be the public 
hearing for the 2020 budget.

Baseline radium 
testing in wastewater

Last month, WWSD Assis-
tant Manager Randy Gillette 
brought up questions about 
TENORM (technologically 
enhanced naturally occur-
ring radioactive materials). 
See related WWSD article on 
page 12. 

This month, Wicklund 
asked Burks if the JUC had 
ever gotten the baseline 
data on radium that it had 
requested from him in 2017 
and 2018. See www.ocn.me/
v17n4.htm#tlwfjuc, www.
ocn.me/v18n4.htm#tlwtfjuc, 
w w w . o c n . m e / v 1 9 n 9 .
htm#tlwtf.

Burks said he had re-
ported to the JUC last year 
that radium levels in the 
sludge were in the normal 
range. However, he said he 
did not collect baseline ra-
dium data on wastewater 

influent from all three districts 
in 2018. 

Wicklund said state Sen-
ate Bill 18-245, concerning 
the disposal of natural oc-
curring radioactive materi-
als (NORM), was approved 
in 2018. It required that TLW-
WTF complete a baseline sur-
vey by Dec. 7, 2018 on whether 
it tested for TENORM in any of 
its processes, if it currently ac-
cepted water treatment plant 
residuals, and if it had identi-
fied any of a specific list of ra-
dionuclides in its biosolids or 
residuals. 

Burks said he thought he 
had sent the survey answers 
to the state but would check 
his records. “We are still trying 
to determine if we even have 
a problem.” He said since last 
month’s discussion, he had 
coordinated timing of influ-
ent sampling with the town of 

Monument backwashing its 
potable water production fil-
ters. He is still talking to Shaf-
fer about when to coordinate 
the same testing with WWSD’s 
filter backwashing. 

State regulations on TE-
NORM are being written this 
year and, depending on the 
limits they set, could be very 
expensive for both water and 
wastewater treatment facili-
ties. One concern is the pos-
sibility that TLWWTF might 
have to get special licensing to 
deal with TENORM in its sys-
tem, Wicklund said.

Shaffer said all Denver 
and Arapahoe wells have some 
level of radionuclides and that 
when groundwater is treated 
to remove iron and man-
ganese, naturally occurring 
radioactive materials come 
along and are concentrated 
in the backwash, creating TE-

NORM. “If plants do this infor-
mational survey and find they 
will have a real issue with dis-
posal (of sludge or discharge), 

they need to speak up, or say 
they won’t accept backwash 
from water treatment facilities, 
and put it back on water treat-
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Budget planning begins; testing talk continues
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0 Shady Lane  
Palmer Lake 

 Gorgeous & serene setting for this 
beautiful corner lot building site! 

Tall pines & views of Ben Lomand 
Mountain & Elephant Rock! Water 
& sewer taps are included! Lot has 

been cleared...here's your clean 
slate! Active creek across the 

street...imagine windows open, 
gently babbling water & fresh 

mountain air! Great neighbors! 
Just a lazy country block to the 
trailhead that leads to miles of 

trails & endless forest! Come live 
the Palmer Lake lifestyle! 

Unlimited outdoor recreation 
including hiking, biking, fishing, & 

paddle boarding!  
Offered at $175,000 

 

 

 
 

 

0 Brook Street  
Palmer Lake 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Own a piece of the Palmer 
Lake lifestyle...4 mountains, 2 
reservoirs, a lake, 2 creeks, a 
waterfall and endless forest! 

 
Offered at $400,000  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

• 1.6 Acre lot! 
• Build your dream 

project on top of the 
world! 

• Stunning views!  
• Zoned PUD (Palmer 

Lake Zoning)! 
• No covenants or HOA! 
• Nearby townhomes are 

all individually owned. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

NOW
OPEN!4locations to better 

serve you!
316 Midland Ave.

Woodland Park, CO 80863

719-686-6800

574 W. Hwy 105
Monument, CO 80132

719-900-5599

627 Oak Street
Salida, CO 81201

719-539-6566

301 E Main St. Ste. 180
Buena Vista, CO 81211

719-395-6193

Do you have questions about your hearing? Feeling isolated from the people or things you love?

CHOOSE
happiness

Phonack Marvel®

$800 Off

Understanding Hearing Loss & New Technology
Sound: is sent directly into the ear, while keeping the ear canal open, and eliminating 
uncomfortable side effects.

Clarity: Users notice that they are hearing better, not just hearing amplified noises.

Adaptable: New hearing systems automatically adapt to windy conditions and other 
background noise.

Comfort: Can be worn full-time. you may forget you are wearing them at all!

Savings: Financial incentives, including no-interest financing and affordability options 
are available.

We can help.

PLEASE JOIN US
Get the information you need to 
make the best choice for your 

HEARING HEALTH CARE.

THREE DAYS ONLY
Sept 30 • Oct 1, 2

Dates extended!
CALL NOW!

Jim Stobaugh
HAD, HAS, NBC-HIS, BA
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October Special!
Oct. 7-31
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DEALING WITH GRIEF? 

Free Community Program on Grief 
Saturday, Oct 12th       1:00-3:30 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthias Episcopal Church         
18320 Furrow Rd (1/2 mile North of Hwy 105)  
RSVP to (719)257-2010 or amyagape@passings.us 

 

Share memories 

View the film Voices of Grief 

Interact with seasoned mentors 

Enjoy light refreshments & hospitalityÊ


