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for the community. 
Later, Senior Planner Jennifer 

Jones offered announcements: first, 
that the board has proclaimed Octo-
ber “Community Planning Month,” as 
is celebrated in other towns, and that 
it thanked the MPC in its public proc-
lamation, and secondly that there is 
business planned for the Nov. 13 MPC 
meeting. Commissioners were encour-
aged to attend. Jones is also working to 
appoint some additional commission-
ers to serve in 2020, due to Dick’s term 
being up shortly and Lushnat poten-
tially having to relinquish his place on 
the commission for employment rea-
sons. Commissioner Melanie Strop will 
be moving out of Monument’s town 

limits, too, likely between April and 
June 2020. The new appointees will ef-
fectively join the MPC on Jan. 1, 2020. 
Applications for the MPC are online on 
the Town of Monument’s website. 

Following the Oct. 9 meeting, there 
was a work session with the consul-
tants that will help the town write its 
Land Development Code. 

**********
MPC meetings are generally held at 
6:30 p.m. on the second Wednesday 
of the month at 645 Beacon Lite Rd. 
Information: 884-8017 or http://www.
townofmonument.org/meetings/. 

Kate Pangelinan can be reached at 
katepangelinan@ocn.me.

By James Howald and Jackie Burhans
In October, water issues—both supply 
and drainage—demanded the council’s 
attention. At the Oct. 10 meeting, the 
council considered an application for a 
well and a proposal for a land swap that 
involved water rights issues. At the Oct. 
24 meeting, the council briefly took 
up the drainage study that was begun 
following torrential rains that flooded 
parts of the town. At the same meeting, 
concerns were raised about the need 
to drill an additional well. The council 
also approved a bid to move a water 
line that is underneath the proposed 
location of the pedestrian bridge that 
will connect the town to the lake.

The council also considered a po-
tential property donation to the town, 
started work on the 2020 budget, and 
proceeded with a long-term effort to 
update the town’s codes.

Well application approved
Town Manager Valerie Remington pre-
sented a well application from Louis 
and Mei Sass to the council. The ap-
plication was out of the ordinary be-
cause the Sass residence is within 
town boundaries, which obligates the 

town to provide water, but outside the 
area served by the pipelines managed 
by Palmer Lake Water Department 
(PLWD). The State Engineer required 
the town’s consent before approving 
the Sasses’ application because the 
town has the right to use all groundwa-
ter under the Sasses’ lot.

Trustee Mark Schuler asked if the 
town was giving away water and Rem-
ington responded yes. Trustee Paul 
Banta summed up the issue by saying, 
“a pipe or a well; it’s that simple.”

The council voted unanimously 
to approve the well application rather 
than extend the PLWD pipeline to ser-
vice the Sasses’ property.
Proposed land swap raises issue 

of water rights
In September, resident Dean Couture 
proposed donating to the town four 
lots adjacent to Glen Park in return for 
land owned by the town. Remington 
pointed out in September the town’s 
land included water rights for an allu-
vial well. The council decided to ask the 
town’s water attorney if the town could 
retain the water rights if the exchange 

Support Our Community. 
Shop Tri-Lakes and Black Forest!

Palmer Lake Town Council, Oct. 10 and 24 

Well and drainage issues 
concern council

The Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery
3190 Benet Lane Colorado Springs, CO 80921 * Phone:  (719) 633-0655  Fax:  (719) 471-0403 

People of all faiths and cultures are welcome to visit the monastery.

Stuffed animals
Christmas tree ornaments

Handmade wooden ornaments
Snow globes

Vintage Christmas items
Ceramic figurines

Wall hangings 
Table runners & Christmas stockings

Mugs & Stocking stuffers
Sister Lucile’s jams, baked goods

and more!

HOURS:
Mon. - Sat.: 9:00 am to 4 :00 pm

Sundays After 10:15 am Mass 

Beginning Friday, Oct. 25th  
to Sunday, December 15th

Please come and shop for 
Christmas during  these 

dates and bring your friends!

Christmas Crafts at the Monastery
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