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tions about budget and operations back and forth. 
Although Rusnak was initially to contact Hildebrandt 
directly, he felt it was better to go through the merg-
er committee for answers to some of the questions. 
Schwarz said he was asked by TLMFPD why the DW-

FPD board decided not to approve salaries that would 
be comparable to TLMFPD’s, and also wondered why 
they didn’t seek to de-Gallagherize in the 2018 elec-
tion. 

The Gallagher Amendment is a voter-approved 
measure requiring 45 percent of the state’s total 
property tax burden to be paid by residences and the 
other 55 percent paid by nonresidential (commercial) 
property. A Colorado General Assembly committee 
is reviewing the amendment to determine how it will 
change over time. The outcome could noticeably re-
duce the amount of property tax revenue all special 
districts receive. See https://www.ocn.me/v18n11.
htm#dwfpd. 

Secretary Mark Gunderman said that at some 
point cultural differences between the two districts 
would have to be discussed. Hartung was concerned 
because in her discussions with TLMFPD committee 
members, she found they are not interested in vol-
unteers and worried this would be a problem going 
forward. “The volunteers make this station what it is,” 
she said.

McAllister said he is proud of the Wescott volun-
teers who train without pay. Ridings said the zero cost 
of volunteers is a bonus that provides the community 
with great service. 

The board eventually decided to meet with TLM-

FPD in the next few weeks to work toward the March 
decision deadline as to whether to move forward with 
merger discussions. 

Long-range planning for 
possible subdistrict dissolution

Since being elected to the board, Rusnak has been 
trying to persuade the other directors to consolidate 
the sub-district and district to eliminate one level of 
government and to equalize mill levies among ho-
meowners. None of the other board members com-
mented during the discussion, but at a previous 
meeting, Schwarz said he isn’t comfortable charging 
homeowners in the southern district the same higher 
mill levy as the northern subdistrict when they don’t 
receive the same level of service.

The overall district mill levy is set at 7.0 mills. The 
northern sub-district pays an additional 14.9 mills af-
ter voters in the northern sub-district approved it in 
November 2017 to make up for a 65 percent reduc-
tion in property tax revenue when the City of Colo-
rado Springs annexed more of Wescott’s territory. See 
https://ocn.me/v17n10.htm#dwfpd . 

In a lengthy technical discussion with Rusnak, 
Wescott legal counsel Matt Court recommended 
equalizing taxation through district or subdistrict 
elimination to make it easier to merge with TLMFPD 
in the future, but said none of the potential scenarios 
is straightforward. 

During public comments, Simpson said that over 
10 years, the revenues lost from the southern por-
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Gorgeous estate in the area of Kings Deer w/ amazing 
views of pond & gazebo.  Formal dining & living rooms, 

theater w/ stacked seating, main office, flex rm, walk-out 
lower family rm. Just Beautiful! 5/6/3,  SF: 5,840 
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MLS# 2757235 

Gorgeous home in the area of Remington Hill w/ Pikes 
Peak views! Hardwood floors , stunning gourmet kitchen 
w/ slab granite, large windows for natural light, covered 

patio plus a composite deck. 6/5/3, SF: 4,209 

MLS# 5968738 

MLS# 3507839 

Jean Wheaton 
John Wheaton 

Updated custom home situated on 3/4 acre backing to  
golf course in Woodmoor. New Oak flooring, new carpet, 
new cabinets, doors, fixtures, hot water heater, roof, two 

fireplaces, walk-out lower family room. 3/3/2,  SF: 3,451 

719-536-4581 

Lovely custom rancher on almost ½ acre lot in the area of 
Pleasant View Estates. Large cozy front porch, engineered 
wood floors throughout most of main, vaulted great room, 
dining rm, spacious kitchen w/walk-out. 5/3/3, SF: 3,534 
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Christine Martin 

This beautiful custom home in the area of The Homestead 
at Jackson Creek features, formal dining, gourmet kitchen 

w/ breakfast nook & walk-out, lower family room with 
wet bar & game area, tons of storage.  4/4/3, SF: 4,542 

MLS#  8289246  

MLS#  7204600 

MLS#  8655015 
High Forest Ranch estate on 3.38 acres w/ vaulted great 

rm, formal dining, gourmet kitchen w/ breakfast nook w/ 
walk-out, theater rm, office w/ crown molding, huge wet 
bar in family room, plus a game room. 4/6/3, SF: 5,900 
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On-Site Tailoring 

 

10% OFF  
ALTERATIONS 

Must present coupon at time of 
drop-off. Prepayment required. 
Cannot be combined with other 

offers. Expires 2/28/19. 

487-0268 
1030 W. Baptist Road 

By King Soopers 
M-F 7:30 am - 7 pm 

Sat. 8 am - 4 pm 

Guitar Lessons 
All Ages • Beginners Welcome 

GIVE THE GIFT OF MUSIC! 
Pay for three lessons, get one FREE! 

New students only. One-time only.  

Call Mike at 244-5807 
Graduate of the Guitar Institute of 

Technology. 30 years’ Teaching Experience.  

Complete Bookkeeping 
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(719) 488-2308

www.bobbid.com
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Décor by Diane 

Interior Painting 
No job too small. Over 30 years experience. 
Decorbydm@aol.com  or  (719) 488-0817  

 

With over 18 years experience here in Colorful 
Colorado, I would love to help you with all of 
your insurance needs for Auto, Home, Life, 
Umbrella, RVs, Motorcycles, and more. 

KAREN BUTCHER 
Independent Insurance Agent 

(719) 425-2121     Karen@wiasg.com 

16055 Old Forest Point #203, Monument 80132 

Piano Lessons By Becky  
• 45+ years of teaching experience 
• Bachelors of Arts in Music 
• Tri-Lakes & Black Forest 
• Recitals twice a year 

www.beckymoe.com 

Call 719-559-3837  Saxophone & 
Clarinet 

Instruction 
 

Beginner through Advanced 
New Year Availability 

 

Gordon Shaffer, B.M., M.M. 
Monument Resident, Teacher & 

Performer, Former Member of The 
U.S. Army Band, Washington, D.C. 

 

Inspiring Music in our Youth… 
...One Note at a Time 

 

(614) 315-4580 
gordon.shaffer@sbcglobal.net 

Homeowners,  
If you have been Cancelled or NON-

Renewed by your insurance company,  
please call or email Steven Petty  

at Macdaddy Consultants, LLC  
(719) 375-4344  

macdaddymountain@yahoo.com.  
We can help you. Don’t delay. 

 
 

Public & Private Classes 
Check website for schedule updates  
www.YogaPathwaysStudio.com   

 (719) 481-4137  
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Southwestern Dining

719-368-7676
25 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake

Tue-Thu: 5-8, Fri-Sat: 5-9, Sun: 10-2

Find us on Facebook  
and Instagram

Tues. & Wed. Special!
2 for 1 Palmer Lake Margaritas!

with entree, good through 3/31/19.

Best green and red chili


