
By Harriet Halbig
The Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Edu-
cation voted on its intention to place 
a bond issue on the 2019 ballot and 
heard an update on the ongoing super-
intendent search at its regular meeting 
Feb. 11.

Resolution on 
bond issue approved

Secretary Mark Pfoff read the resolu-
tion regarding placing a bond on the 
November 2019 ballot. See the article 
about the Feb. 4 board work session on 
page 4 of this issue for background dis-
cussion.

The resolution states that the dis-
trict recognizes the need to address 
enrollment, recognizes that the com-

munity recently defeated a previous 
ballot issue due to non-specific ballot 
language and unclear financing, and 
that the board, listening to feedback, 
believes a specific single-issue bond to 
address overcrowding would be sup-
ported by the community. The resolu-
tion proposes that the board pursue a 
cost-effective bond to build a single el-
ementary school next to Bear Creek El-
ementary School, and the district will 
convert Bear Creek Elementary back to 
Creekside Middle School using district 
reserve funds.

The board will decide on bond fi-
nancing terms prior to the election.

Treasurer Chris Taylor said that, 
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See pages 28-31 for event loca-
tions and other details of these 
and many other local events.

• Visions of Light Photography Ex-
hibition Opening Reception, Fri., 
Mar. 1, 6-8 p.m.

• Water-wise Gardening, Tue., 
Mar. 5, 5 p.m.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society: 
Colorado College Bluegrass En-
semble, Fri., Mar. 8, 7-10 p.m.

• NEPCO Meeting, Sat., Mar. 9, 10 
a.m.-noon. Noxious weeds, CERT.

• WMMI Speakers’ Bureau: Ben 
Elick presents Repeat Photog-
raphy of the Pikes Peak Region, 
Tue., Mar. 12, 7-8:30 p.m.

• Water-wise Gardening, Fri., Mar. 
15, 10 a.m.

• WMMI Family Day: Science, Sat., 
Mar. 16, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

• Tri-Lakes Community/Centura 
Blood Drive, Tue., Mar. 19, 3-7 
p.m.

• Palmer Lake Historical Society: 
Mike and Sigi Walker present 
Oh, The Rock Island Line!, Thu., 
Mar. 21, 6:30 p.m.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society: 
Wood Belly, Fri., Mar. 22, 7-10 
p.m.

• Solar Oven Cooking Informal 
Demonstrations, Mon., Mar. 25, 
11 a.m.-3 p.m.

• Tri-Lakes Chamber Monthly Ed-
ucation Series: Proactive Legal 
Considerations for Small Busi-
nesses, Tue., Mar. 26, 9-11 a.m.

• Bill Nance Memorial Blood 
Drive, Tue., Mar. 26, 1-5:30 p.m.

• Wardrobes and Rings at TLCA, 
Fri., Apr. 5, 7 p.m.

Local Events
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Historic arch removed

In this issue

By Jennifer Kaylor
At the Feb. 19 Triview Metropolitan Dis-
trict board meeting, directors received 
project status reports from JDS-Hydro 
Civil Engineer John McGinn regarding 
the western interceptor and HR Green 
representative Mike Connor regarding 
the design of the Jackson Creek Park-
way expansion. District Manager Jim 
McGrady presented an expansive fi-
nancial plan.

Many irons in the fire
For the past several months Triview 
Metropolitan District has been manag-
ing several projects, two of which, if co-
ordinated well, may provide significant 
time and cost savings. The two projects 
are the western interceptor and expan-
sion of the two-lane portion of Jackson 
Creek Parkway (JCP). The western in-
terceptor wastewater infrastructure, in 
addition to serving district residents 
and commercial enterprise west of I-25, 
has been extended under the highway 
to a juncture at Higby Road and JCP. 
Because the district and the Tri-Lakes 
area continue to grow, Triview antici-
pates that it will avoid unnecessary and 
costly potential future replacement of 
a newly expanded JCP by installing the 
wastewater pipeline prior to the road’s 
expansion.

McGinn reported that Global Un-
derground Corp., the company con-
tracted to install the western intercep-
tor pipeline, had reached substantial 
completion—meaning the structure 
was sealed and ready to use—about 
three weeks ahead of schedule. The 
project also finished under budget. 
Global’s favorable outcome prompted 
McGinn to recommend that Triview 
forgo seeking bids for installing the 
necessary connection at Higby Road 
and JCP. McGinn explained that Glob-
al equipment and manpower were 
already deployed at the precise site 
where the separate parts of the infra-
structure will connect and estimated 
that construction could begin 60 days 
sooner than if bids were sought. He es-
timated a “soft cost” savings of $20,000 
by avoiding preparation of the bidding 
documents. The net cost established 
with Global totaled $577,000, which 
McGinn deemed a reasonable figure. 

McGinn advocated executing a 
change order that would authorize 
Global to install the pipeline connec-
tion and anticipated that construction 
could start two weeks from the board 
meeting. The directors unanimously 
authorized the change order.

Connor updated the board about 
the JCP expansion design which, he 
estimated, would reach 60 percent 
completion by the end of February. A 
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) draft 

Above: Lewis-Palmer High School senior AnneMarie Ackerman, second from 
left, was selected for the U.S. Senate Youth Program, which includes a week in 
Washington, D.C., and a $10,000 scholarship. Two students are selected from 
each state. With her are her parents, Tara and Brett, and LPHS Principal Tony 
Karr, Board President Matthew Clawson, and Superintendent Karen Brofft. Photo 
by Harriet Halbig.

Above: Feb. 22 was a historic day in Monument on Third Street and Highway 105, 
where the Historic Monument arch was lowered to the ground by a giant crane 
and placed for the public works crew to dismantle it for storage and future use in 
another part of town. Si Sibell, mayor at the time (1990) was instrumental in having 
the arch made and erected. AEODM Co. inspected the structure on behalf of the 
town, and CIRSA, the town’s insurer, deemed the arch unsafe in the high cyclical 
winds. The Sibell family did not want the arch but hoped it can be preserved and 
used elsewhere in the town. After negotiating, the total cost of the project was $300 
for the use of the crane. Photo by John Howe. Monument articles start on page 12.

Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Education regular meeting, Feb. 11
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had the bond passed last year, the dis-
trict would have pursued an acceler-
ated building plan for the new school 
so that it would have opened in August 
2019. This alternative would have in-
volved working double shifts to meet 
the deadline. However, now that mod-
ular classrooms have been provided to 

alleviate overcrowding on a temporary 
basis, Taylor suggested that the district 
should take more time in order to bring 
costs down. 

Taylor said it was clear that Pfoff 
opposed including Monument Acad-
emy (MA) in last year’s bond and asked 
whether law required that charter 
schools be included.

Assistant Superintendent Cheryl 

Wangeman said that in districts that 
passed bonds in the past few years, 
charter schools were included.

Superintendent Karen Brofft said 
that since the proposed bond covered 
a single issue, MA should not expect to 
be included and that the board is only 
required to inform MA of what they 
are doing.

Board President Matthew Claw-
son agreed that, since the bond in-
cludes only one elementary school, 
MA should not expect to be included.

Pfoff said that when last year’s 
bond was complicated by including 
security improvements at all facili-
ties and an unspecified use by MA, 
the community became confused. 
He said he thinks the public will be 
more supportive of a single issue. He 
agreed with the use of a normal build-
ing cycle and the use of portables for 
two years.

Director Theresa Phillips agreed 
that the board needs to align its goals 
and that is easier when the goals are 
well defined.

Board Vice President Tiffiney 
Upchurch stressed that candor and 
honesty must prevail during the cam-
paign for the bond. She said that the 
board is essentially approving a K-8 
campus.

The resolution passed unani-
mously.

Pfoff said that he and Taylor 
would work together on bond lan-
guage, presenting their results at the 
board’s March meeting.

Brofft said that the administra-
tion will offer its support as needed, 
but most successful bond issues are 
led by the board.

Clawson suggested meeting with 
members of the District 20 board to 
learn how they were successful in 
passing a bond last year.
Superintendent search update

Director of Personnel and Student 
Services Bob Foster reported that the 
interview teams have been selected, 
there have been over a dozen appli-
cations (the deadline for applications 

was Feb. 14), and the board will meet in 
executive session on Feb. 19 to screen 
the applications for the new superin-
tendent.

On March 4 the board will an-
nounce the finalists (the recommend-
ed number is three) and background 
checks will be begun. Interviews will be 
on March 15, and the new superinten-
dent will be selected and announced 
on March 18.

Foster said that informal gather-
ings of the candidates with community 
and staff members have not yet been 
planned.

Budget priorities discussion
In response to a request from Taylor 
during the Feb. 4 work session, Wange-
man presented a comparative list of 
priorities for spending among various 
districts, including such issues as size 
of administration, spending on facili-
ties, community services, and debt fi-
nancing. Districts examined included 
those that are nearby and those with a 
student population comparable to Dis-
trict 38.

Taylor thanked Wangeman for the 
information and encouraged to board 
to use the information in formulating 
next year’s budget.

Superintendent update
In her superintendent update, Brofft 
said there will be a second Thoughtex-
change period from Feb. 13 to 24 and 
the question to be discussed is: How 
can the district develop trust and in-
spire confidence? Thoughtexchange is 
an online survey.

Brofft also reported that CRP ar-
chitects have notified the district that 
the cost of the modular unit at Bear 
Creek Elementary (four classrooms for 
preschool) was underestimated. Re-
quirements for preschool classrooms 
are specialized. As a result of the situ-
ation, the modular for Bear Creek and 
that for the middle school are expected 
to be available as planned, in time for 
the 2019-20 school year, but those for 
Kilmer and Lewis-Palmer Elementary 
may be delayed.

Brofft also said that open enroll-

Fringe Benefits  Custom  Interiors,  LLC 
(719) 339-4219 

Full Interior Design  
Fabric and Paint Consults 

Custom Draperies and Blinds Mary Sue Hafey 
Interior Designer 
licensed/insured 
Monument, CO 

msuehafey@gmail.com 
fringebenefitscustominteriors.houzz.com 

Above:Steve Waldmann, back row, center, introduced some of the winners of 
the district chess tournament, held the previous week. Photo by Harriet Halbig.
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Winter 
Specials!

The Tri-Lakes' preferred local source for custom and semi-custom 
kitchen and bath cabinet design, build, and install since 2004.

Visit our showroom at 530 E. 8th Street, Monument  80132
8a-5p. Weekdays. 

(719) 481-8222  www.brooksbrotherscabinetry.com

BROOKS BROTHERS CABINETRY

Parade of Homes Best Kitchen 
and Best Master Bath 
three years running.

Preschool through 8th grade 
124 First Street 

Monument, CO 80132 
(719) 481-1855 

petertherockschool.org 
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ment for all K-8 facilities will 
be closed to out-of-district stu-
dents. There is still room at the 
high schools. 

Taylor asked why open 
enrollment is still allowed for 
MA. Wangeman responded 
that since MA has no physical 
boundaries, all students are 
open enrolled. 

Brofft commented that the 
population of MA is also more 
fluid than that of the tradition-
al schools.

Regarding structure of the 
proposed bond, Brofft said 
she has met with the district’s 
financial advisor and learned 
that the residential tax rate will 
not be determined until April 
18.

Wangeman said that the 
Safe Route to Schools 
grant, which will sup-

port the construction of a trail 
from Palmer Ridge and Lew-
is-Palmer Middle School to 
Lewis-Palmer Elementary, will 
not be received until 2020. She 
said progress is slow because it 
is a federal grant.

Recognitions
Lewis-Palmer High School 
senior AnneMarie Ackerman 
was recognized for being se-
lected for the U.S. Senate 
Youth Program (see the photo 
on page 1). This program rec-
ognizes students with a strong 
academic record, volunteer 
activity, and an interest in gov-
ernment. Two students are 
selected from each state. The 
students will spend a week 
in Washington, D.C., meet-
ing with Senate members and 

learning about the operation 
of the government.

Some notable alumni of 
the program are Sen. Corey 
Gardner, Sen. Susan Collins, 
and Gov. Chris Christie.

Ackerman plans to major 
in political science and attend 
law school. She will also re-
ceive a $10,000 scholarship.

Steve Waldmann intro-
duced winners of the recent 
chess competition. One hun-
dred seventeen students par-
ticipated, from kindergarten 
through high school.

Students from Palmer 
Lake Elementary School pre-
sented a performance of pa-
triotic music and a demon-
stration of learning involving 
a responsive classroom stress-

ing the use of daily morning 
meetings to keep students in 
touch with one another and 
stressing respect and sharing.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board 
of Education meets at 6 p.m. 

on the third Monday of each 
month at its Learning Center, 
146 Jefferson St., Monument. 
The next meeting will be on 
March 19.
Harriet Halbig can be contact-
ed at harriethalbig@ocn.me.

www.k2kritte
rsolutions
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By Harriet Halbig
The Board of Education of Lewis-Palmer D-38 dis-

cussed options for the use or demolition of Grace Best 
Education Center and showed support for a potential 
ballot initiative for a bond in 2019 at its special meet-
ing and work session on Feb. 4.

Grace Best
Board Vice President Tiffiney Upchurch said consid-
eration of safety and program use were foremost in 
deciding how to proceed concerning Grace Best. She 
said that the community wants to see a tangible result 
of the discussion.

Assistant Superintendent Cheryl Wangeman 
said the newer part of the building is used for the 
Homeschool Enrichment Academy, the Transitions 
program, and the district’s robotics program. The old 
home economics classroom is used for the Transi-
tions program and the gym is rented out frequently. 
The older part of the building houses the science dis-
tribution center, storage, and excess furniture and 
technology.

Wangeman pointed out that the district offered 
detailed information on the facility in the local news-
papers the previous month. Upchurch wondered how 

much longer the decision could be delayed.
Superintendent Karen Brofft said the building is 

inspected by the state regularly, and Wangeman said 
that there is an asbestos review every six months.

Treasurer Chris Taylor said all architects who 
were consulted said the building could not be used 
to increase the district’s capacity and that Monument 
Academy, after touring the building and consulting 
with architects, declined to use it.

Board Secretary Mark Pfoff commented that 
using part of the new section as a magnet school 
would require relocating the current programs. Brofft 
agreed, saying that the district would need to rent 
space elsewhere for the current programs.

When asked whether some classrooms in the old 
section could be used for online education, Brofft 
said that the community would expect further mitiga-
tion of asbestos.

During the following discussion, the board con-
sidered tearing down the old part of the building or 
selling it. Upchurch said that these were the alterna-
tives favored by the community during a D-38 delib-
erates session.

Brofft said that, were the board to vote to sell the 
property, it would have to do so at a reduced price due 
to the asbestos. Board President Matthew Clawson 
said that, should the board sell the property, it would 
lose control over the use of it.

Upchurch said the board should have the esti-
mated cost of demolition at their fingertips. The most 
recent estimate was $1.3 million. She wants the com-
munity to know that the board carefully considered 
whether to make this investment.

Pfoff commented that the building currently 
serves a purpose. As a member of the board when 
Grace Best was moved to the Bear Creek location, he 
said that there was no intention to make it back into a 
school. The intention was always to have two middle 
schools. He said that many parents also were in favor 
of closing Grace Best at the time.

No vote was taken on action regarding this issue. 
The consensus was that the property is serving a use-
ful purpose and it would be unwise to invest in its 
demolition.

Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Education special meeting and work session, Feb. 4

Board discusses use of Grace Best, potential bond issue
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Informal support for bond issue in 2019
Taylor commented that the middle school has been 
at capacity since 2017 and the board took too long to 
get up to speed on putting a bond on the ballot. If we 
wait until after 2019, there will be new members of the 
board to educate regarding the issue he said.

Pfoff said that we need a new school not to ad-
dress growth but to accommodate the students we 
now have. He proposed that, if the board chooses to 
go forward with a bond in 2019, it should be only for 
one school and the board should vote unanimously 
to support its passage. He supports a bond that would 
involve little or no increase in taxes.

Upchurch commented that the middle school 
is very crowded and asked how the board would go 
about demonstrating to the community that this is an 
urgent situation.

Brofft cautioned that the board must not consider 
the exact wording of the bond at this time, as it would 
limit their ability to promote it. Instead, she suggested 
a broad wording of a motion. She agreed that the en-
tire board must be behind the initiative.

Director Theresa Phillips said that she also wants 
a bond and stressed that the new school should be of 
high quality, with nothing left out to lower the cost of 
the building. She also stressed that part of the plan-
ning of the building should include provisions for 
special-education uses.

Clawson agreed that the district needs a new el-
ementary and two middle schools. He also agreed 
that the board should stress that the funding should 
be used solely for the new elementary. He would like 
an estimate of the cost of repurposing Bear Creek El-
ementary as a middle school.

Wangeman said that she would provide the infor-
mation.

Brofft suggested that the board limit itself to com-
mitting to a bond without specifying the cost of the 
school or its financing. She said that nine months 
should be sufficient to educate the public so long as 
the board is unanimous in its support. She said that 
the district has a committed group of volunteers who 
are willing to work toward its passage.

Phillips said that if the bond is pushed back to 
2020 it would not serve the students.

Pfoff said that 2020 would be a bad year for the 
bond as everyone would be distracted by the presi-
dential election.

The board informally agreed to pursue a bond in 
2019.

Budget goals
Taylor requested that Wangeman explore the priori-
ties in spending among other school districts as com-
pared with those of District 38. The information can 
be found on the Colorado Department of Education 
website. He suggested comparisons based on loca-
tion and student population.

Wangeman agreed to bring the information to 

the regular meeting of the board.
Recording work sessions

The board briefly discussed the option of recording 
work sessions.

Upchurch said that she heard from teachers and 
others that it would be useful to be able to hear the 
discussions after the fact. The reason for not record-
ing the sessions was to encourage candor during the 
discussions. 

Pfoff said that he would discourage frequent 
work sessions because all action is taken during reg-
ular meetings.

Clawson said that, were the sessions recorded, 
the recordings should be available on request.

Phillips said that recording the work sessions 
would require a change in board policy.

In her superintendent update, Brofft said that 
the estimate for the installation of the modular class-
rooms was low. More funds may need to be appropri-
ated or they may need to be installed a few at a time.

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me
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By Harriet Halbig
The Lewis-Palmer D-38 District Accountability Advi-
sory Committee received reports on activities in the 
exceptional students department, the Safe Routes to 
School trail, and social emotional learning initiatives 
in the district.

Lewis-Palmer Elementary School Principal Jenny 
Day offered an introduction to her school, consisting 
of 470 students in 18 class sections and two preschool 
classes.

Day said that art, music, and physical education 
are offered each day with enrichment opportunities 
before and after school.

The school received the John Irwin Award in 2018 
for its academic achievement and the Inez Lewis 
Award in 2017 and 2018 for improvement exceeding 
10 percentage points in math or language arts.

A foundation of the school’s philosophy is to take 
care of the emotional needs of the students, teachers 
and families. The school is creating a community gar-
den.

A modular with two classrooms will be added to 
the south of the main building for the coming school 
year. Day said that it is not yet known which two class-
es will use the modular.

Board of Education liaison Tiffiney Upchurch re-
ported to the committee on the progress of the super-
intendent search. The deadline for application was 
Feb. 14, and four applications have been confirmed 
with an additional 14 pending. 

Upchurch said that although the board had de-
cided in January to postpone putting a bond issue 
on the 2019 ballot, it voted the previous night to pro-
ceed with one. The bond will include an elementary 
school on the same site with a middle school on the 
Bear Creek campus. No ballot language or financing 
details were available.

When asked about staffing for the new school 
and middle school, Assistant Superintendent Cheryl 
Wangeman said teachers will follow the students 
from the elementary to the middle school, and the 
district will need to hire nurses, janitors, and others.

Wangeman also reported on the Safe Routes to 
School trail planned to go from Palmer Ridge High 
School and Lewis-Palmer Middle School to Lewis-
Palmer Elementary school.

The district applied for federal funding in 2015, 
and the process was completed in 2017. It is a federal 
grant administered by the state with some matching 
funds from the district. The Woodmoor Improvement 
Association also contributed. Completion is estimat-
ed to be in 2022.

Director of Exceptional Student Services Rick 
Frampton updated the committee on his depart-
ment’s activities, including the Special Education Ad-
visory Committee composed of parents and staff and 
the Transitions program that serves students ages 18 
to 21 who have Individual Education Plans. These stu-
dents are learning life skills to serve them as they en-
ter the community. Some also attend classes at Pikes 
Peak Community College.

The number of students in the district who qual-
ify for special education services is 661, of whom 80 
are severely disabled and need to be transported to 
receive specialized services elsewhere.

Frampton said that, due to the district’s reputa-
tion for offering effective services, a number of fami-
lies “choice into” the district to take advantage of 
these services.

Day and Prairie Winds Principal Aileen Finnegan 
reported on social emotional learning initiatives. They 
said that it is important to begin teaching social emo-
tional learning at an early age so students are able to 
control their behavior later. This allows for more ef-
fective learning, especially in middle school.

Each school uses its own program such as Path 2 
Empathy and Responsive Classroom, where students 
and teachers greet each other daily. 

At the high school level, the preferred approach is 
Sources of Strength, using peer groups to understand 
gratitude and a general atmosphere of caring.

Finnegan said that several students at Prai-
rie Winds were adopted from foreign orphanages, 
prompting the school to learn about problems of stu-
dents coming from a traumatic situation. Traumas 
could also include divorce and illness within the fam-
ily. Counselors and social workers are available in the 
schools as well.

Day said that another aspect of this program is to 
minimize the use of suspension as a punishment and 
instead make it a learning experience when a student 
is sent to the principal’s office.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer D-38 District Accountability Ad-
visory Committee meets six times a year. Locations 
vary The next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 12 at 
Lewis-Palmer Middle School, 1776 Woodmoor Drive.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

District Accountability Advisory Committee, Feb. 12

Committee learns about Special Education Advisory 
Committee, Safe Routes to School, social emotional learning
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initiated the process of selecting a gen-
eral contractor with the goal of being 
under contract mid- to late May. Con-
nor confirmed that HR Green contin-
ues to coordinate the taper of the lanes 
north of Higby Road with the Town of 
Monument, El Paso County, and Pikes 
Peak Area Council of Governments 
(PPACG), which adds to the complexity 
of the plan. 

Another project, or opportunity, 
underway for the district is the North 
Monument Creek Interceptor (NMCI), 
which has the potential to direct waste-
water flows from six sanitation districts 
north of Colorado Springs—including 
Triview—to the J.D. Phillips Water Rec-
lamation Facility in Colorado Springs. 
The proposed Colorado Springs Utili-
ties (CSU) gravity-based system has the 
potential to decommission two waste-
water treatment facilities and multiple 
lift stations, ultimately streamlining 
services and producing cost savings. 
CSU and the sanitation districts con-
tinue to evaluate financial and waste-
water treatment responsibilities, thus 
there was little discussion of NMCI at 
the district’s February meeting. 

Related to this topic is a correction 

of an OCN reporter error. In the Feb. 2 
Triview article, OCN reporter Jennifer 
Kaylor erroneously wrote that McGrady 
had met with representatives from the 
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict (WWSD) and Monument Sanita-
tion District (MSD) to discuss partici-
pation in a cost-share agreement for 
a four-phase drinking water pipeline 
study that would include a pipeline 
routing and feasibility study, 30 per-
cent design plans, permitting, and fi-
nal design and bidding.” McGrady met 
with representatives of WWSD and the 
Town of Monument.

The district also kicked off its 2019 
road rehabilitation plan. The Feb. 19 
board meeting doubled as the dead-
line for contractor bid submission 
upon which three bids were received. 
McGrady expressed confidence in the 
lowest bidder, Martin Marietta, which 
bid $1.3 million. If approved, Martin 
anticipated that the work would span 
April through June, McGrady said. 
The board unanimously approved the 
Martin bid. 

District manager projects 
long-term view 

McGrady segued into a presentation 
regarding the district’s fiscal posi-

tion starting with 2019 and extending 
through 2040. Speculating on residen-
tial and commercial growth, inflation, 
multiple sources of revenue, and sig-
nificant capital projects, he prompted 
discussion about options for long-term 

By Jackie Burhans
The Monument Academy (MA) School 
Board met on Feb.10 to hear about 
the possible availability of a School 
Resource Officer (SRO) and updates 
on state legislation. Board members 
Melanie Strop and Mike Molson were 
absent.

School Resource Officer
Executive Director Don Griffin noted 
that the El Paso County Sheriff’s Of-
fice (EPSO) has identified money in its 
budget to fund a new program to put 
an SRO in each high school and charter 
school on a cost-sharing basis. SRO’s 
are EPSO deputies who are assigned to 
work in and around schools on a long-
term basis to provide a triad of func-
tions: teacher, counselor/mentor, and 
law enforcement officer. Monument 
Academy could have its own SRO by 
paying $56,000 of the $112,000 cost to 
cover salary, benefits, equipment, and 
car. The SRO would be assigned to the 
current campus and would be shared 
with the new campus when it opens. 

Griffin noted that D38 currently 
has two SROs, which are shared with 
MA. A parents group led by Wendy and 
Josh Brethauer is specifically focused 

on raising money for security, kicking 
off a fundraising effort to raise a $50,000 
annual endowment. They will also look 
for corporate sponsorships.

Board member Dwayne Cook said 
he was excited about the SRO proposal 
but expressed concern based on his 
past experience. He noted that depu-
ties who are highly trained in handling 
violence and de-escalation may need 
different skills in a school setting, es-
pecially dealing with special education 
students. In the past he implemented 
a program in the school system to give 
ongoing training and identification to 
SROs to help them understand the dif-
ferences in dealing with special needs 
kids to be ahead of the curve. 

State legislation
Griffin discussed legislation that MA is 
tracking at the state capital. He noted 
that the governor is looking to provide 
tuition-free, full-day kindergarten, 
which may impact MA. There is cur-
rently enough interest to possibly open 
a third full-day kindergarten class. 
Board member Patrick Hall inquired 
about the new sex education bill and 
how it might impact MA. Griffin noted 
that it hadn’t passed yet but had only 

come out of committee in the House, 
but it is a piece of legislation he is track-
ing. 

Highlights
The following items were highlighted at 
the board meeting: 
• Principal Elizabeth Davis report-

ed that she and middle school 
Dean Julie Seymour presented to 
a packed house at the annual Col-
orado Council of the International 
Reading Conference. Eight staff 
members attended the conference 
and attended different sessions, 
bringing back a takeaway that 
they can share at the upcoming 
curriculum committee meeting.

• The American Heart Association 
Kids Heart Challenge fundraiser 
was successful, raising close to 
$13,000. In addition, all eighth-
graders will be CPR-certified by 
the end of January.

• MA unanimously approved a 
change to Board Policy 1512 Open 
Records Requests. It had a typo 
that needed correcting to change 
the rate from $35 to the statute ap-
proved rate of $30. MA board poli-
cies can been seen at http://bit.ly/

ma-policies.
**********

The next meeting will be on Thursday, 
March 14 at the Monument Academy 
library at 1150 Village Ridge Point. The 
MA School Board usually meets at 6 
p.m. on the second Thursday of each 
month except for July and December. 
Information on the MA School Board, 
including schedule, minutes, com-
mittee and finances, can be found at 
www.monumentacademy.net/school-
board. 

Jackie Burhans can be reached at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me.
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planning. Due to tax revenue restrictions, McGrady 
promoted greater funding support for the Parks and 
Open Space Department, which is currently funded 
by 25 percent of the district’s revenue from taxes and 
impact fees. Calculations show the department would 
likely suffer diminishing revenue over the long term, 
especially for capital projects, and McGrady recom-
mended a 34 percent share with the other 66 percent 
going to the Streets Department.

The board also concurred that attracting com-
mercial business—a substantial source of tax rev-
enue—would carry benefits for residents, the district, 
and business owners alike. McGrady proposed that 
the district not pay ahead on debt service but con-
sider temporarily and gradually collecting on fewer 
mills than Triview’s current cap of 35, thereby trigger-
ing a lower tax burden for commercial enterprises as 
well as residents. He confirmed that debt service pay-
ments are locked in and will not change for the dura-

tion of the bond. 
Using 2018 residential and commercial assessed 

valuation statistics and an assumed growth rate of 50 
additional homes per year, McGrady calculated that 
the number of mills collected could reach 10 mills or 
fewer by 2031. Ultimately, while there is continued 
growth, Triview could scale back on the mills collect-
ed to attract commercial development. See https://
triviewmetro.com/assets/documents/board/agen-
da/2019/BoardPacket_attachment_2019-02-19_pt2.
pdf for the complete financial projection spreadsheet.

Director creates primer on water
Vice President Marco Fiorito explained that he often 
receives questions or encounters misunderstand-
ings about the district and water issues. In response, 
he drafted a “broad and general description of water 
in Colorado” to educate readers about issues locally, 
regionally, and statewide called A Primer on Water. 
Fiorito’s primer defines terms such as surface or re-
newable water, non-renewable water, return flows, 
acre-feet, and aquifer, to name a few. He addresses 
Colorado’s water rights, the rivers that supply Colo-
rado and neighboring states, and the final share re-
ceived by residents and commerce. 

Narrowing the discussion to the Front Range, 
Fiorito explains the Denver Basin Aquifer System, its 
range, and the challenge of quantifying its supply. He 
provides an overview of how some districts in El Paso 

County obtain their water and regulations pertaining 
to development, i.e., the 100-year and 300-year rules.

Dropping down to the specifics affecting Triview 
and other water providers north of Colorado Springs, 
Fiorito describes their various water sources and, 
more important, their access to those sources.

Fiorito closes with a discussion about wastewater 
and the potential collaboration with Colorado Springs 
to not only improve wastewater treatment efficiency, 
but eventually develop an arrangement for potable 
water “return flows.” To read A Primer on Water by 
Marco Fiorito, see pdf pages 29-33 at https://triview-
metro.com/assets/documents/board/agenda/2019/
BoardPacket_2019-02-19_pt1.pdf

The meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m. Directors en-
tered an executive session §24-6-402(4)(b)(e) Legal 
Advice, Negotiations.

The board made no additional decisions or ac-
tions following the executive session.

**********
The next Triview board meeting will be held at 5:30 
p.m. March 19. Board meetings are generally sched-
uled on the third Tuesday of the month at the district 
office, 16055 Old Forest Point, Suite 300, Monument. 
Information: 488-6868 or visit www.triviewmetro.
com. See also “Triview Metropolitan District” on 
Facebook, or Twitter.com/@TriviewMetro.

Jennifer Kaylor can be reached at 
jenniferkaylor@ocn.me.

By James Howald 
The Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District 
(WWSD) completed its transition to a new platform 
to administer employee benefits at its February meet-

ing. County Commissioner Holly Williams paid the 
board a courtesy visit, and the board heard opera-
tional reports from staff. 

Board wraps up benefits updates 
with Lincoln Alliance

District Manager Jessie Shaffer characterized the final 
round of changes to the benefit administration plat-
form that Lincoln Alliance provides to the district as 
“technical corrections.” The board began work on this 
transition to a new benefits platform in 2018. The new 
platform provides the district with a wider range of in-
vestment options for employees and reduces the fees 
the district pays.

Erin Smith, the district’s lawyer, completed a re-
view of the documents that make up the agreement 
the district has with Lincoln Alliance, Shaffer said. 

The board voted unanimously to approve the 
changes and corrections as presented by Shaffer.

Commissioner Williams visits board
Holly Williams, elected to Board of County Commis-

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, Feb. 11 

Board finalizes changes to 
benefits platform
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sioners to represent District 1 last No-
vember, took advantage of the public 
comments portion of the meeting to in-
troduce herself to the board. Williams 
mentioned water availability as a topic 
that concerns her. 

Williams said her duties as a coun-
ty commissioner did not relate directly 
to the responsibilities of the water dis-
trict, but that she wanted the board 
members to reach out to her when nec-
essary.
Highlights of operational reports
• In January, the Biochemical Oxy-

gen Demand measurement of 
Palmer Lake’s sewage was mea-
sured at 82 per cent of its allow-
able level. In previous months that 
measurement was higher, causing 
concern.

• Assistant District Manager Randy 
Gillette said the project to better 
protect the district’s augmenta-
tion station on Fountain Creek 
from erosion due to flash floods 
should be successfully completed 
by mid-February. The project will 
be tested on March 15, Gillette 
said.

• The water level in Woodmoor Lake 
is low, Shaffer said in his man-
ager’s report, due to issues with 
pumps and motors. 

• The drilling of Well 21 in Misty 
Acres is complete, and the district 
is proceeding with pump installa-
tion and wellhouse construction.

**********
The next meeting is scheduled for 
March 11 at 1 p.m. Meetings are usu-

ally held at the district office at 1845 
Woodmoor Drive on the second Mon-
day of each month at 1 p.m. See www.
woodmoorwater.com or call 488-2525 

to verify meeting times.
James Howald can be reached at 

jameshowald@ocn.me. 

Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility 
Joint Use Committee, Feb. 12

Operations going well for  
Tri-Lakes facility

Paid Advertisement

By Lisa Hatfield
The Joint Use Committee (JUC) of the 
Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facil-
ity (TLWWTF) discussed plant opera-
tions, an assortment of ongoing stake-
holder concerns, and the Joint Use of 
Facilities Agreement (JUA) on Feb. 12.
TLWWTF operates as a separate joint 
venture public utility and is owned in 
equal one-third shares by Monument 
Sanitation District (MSD), Palmer Lake 
Sanitation District (PLSD), and Wood-
moor Water and Sanitation District 
(WWSD).

The three-member JUC acts as the 

board of the facility and consists of one 
director from each of the three owner 
districts’ boards: MSD board Chair-
man Ed DeLaney, JUC president; PLSD 
Vice Chairman Patricia Smith, JUC vice 
president, and WWSD board Director 
Lee Hanson, JUC secretary/treasurer.
Other board and staff members of the 
three owner districts also attended, 
including MSD Manager Mike Wick-
lund, PLSD Manager Becky Orcutt, and 
WWSD Manager Jessie Schaffer.

Plant running smoothly
Plant Manager Bill Burks presented the 
December Discharge Monitoring Re-
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By Jennifer Kaylor
At the Feb. 21 Donala Water and Sani-
tation District board meeting, GMS 
Inc. Engineers Roger Sams, David 
Frisch, and Tom McClernan present-
ed information and recommenda-
tions pertaining to the timeline, ma-
terials, and contractors for the arsenic 
removal project and proposed an ad-
justed rate for a new commercial cus-
tomer.

Engineers recommend early 
procurement for treatment 

project
Sams summarized Donala’s current 
project, which addresses the removal 
of water treatment waste residuals, 
such as arsenic, iron, and manganese, 
generated at the R. Hull and Holbein 
Water Treatment Plants. The project 
involves the construction of a Water 
Treatment Plant Residuals Dewater-
ing Facility (RDF) at a proposed loca-
tion along Homeland Court that will 

house a plate filter press to “dewater” 
liquid waste into dry solids that have 
been deemed suitable for disposal at a 
municipal waste landfill. 

This new process diverts the water 
treatment plant residual contaminants 
from being discharged to the Upper 
Monument Creek Regional Wastewa-
ter Treatment Facility (UMCRWWTF), 
where the arsenic levels may exceed 
permit limits that will become more 
restrictive as of Oct. 1. The district ex-
pects to use the dewatering facility for 
about five months out of the year, when 
its wells are pumped most heavily. The 
engineers, directors, and staff talked 
extensively about creating a facility that 
is aesthetically pleasing 

Sams and McClernan explained 
further that radium, another compo-
nent of the residual waste, is present 
at an elevated level and will require a 
Radioactive Materials License for the 
RDF. The licensing process, which in-

port, quarterly Whole Effluent Toxicity 
(WET) test report, nutrient sampling, 
flow reports, sludge removal reports, 
and annual metals sampling. All results 
were well within expected tolerances, 
and the plant is running well, he said.

Burks asked the JUC about sched-
uling a future agenda item to discuss 
the overall future of the plant and its 
employees. This could help plan for 
“if and when” the wastewater region-
alization plan connecting Tri-Lakes-
area wastewater districts to Colorado 
Springs Utilities’ treatment system 
comes to fruition. See www.ocn.me/
v18n12.htm#msd and www.ocn.me/
v19n2.htm#tvmd. 

However, the consensus of the JUC 
was that there were multiple nested 

variables that must be dealt with be-
fore the wastewater regionalization 
idea could actually happen. These in-
clude negotiations with the Air Force 
Academy and complicated water rights 
concerning potable or non-potable 
water return flows back to the various 
Tri-Lakes water districts. Shaffer said it 
would be “premature to discuss the fu-
ture” of TLWWTF at the JUC.

Stakeholders group update
Wicklund, Burks, and MSD Environ-
mental Compliance Coordinator Jim 
Kendrick explained the ongoing topics 
of concern discussed at the February 
meeting of Arkansas River/ Fountain 
Creek Coalition for Urban/Rural River 
Evaluation (AF CURE). These included:
• The nutrient modeling project, 

AF CURE’s nutrient data, and the 
Colorado Water Quality Control 
Division’s plan to collect its own 
nutrient data.

• The difficulty of choosing one 
number to summarize the health 
of a stream in Colorado when 
there are eight very diverse geo-
graphic regions.

• Shortages in state resources and 
gaps in methodologies.

• Anticipated site-specific required 
stream temperatures that may re-
quire wastewater plants to install 
effluent cooling towers.

• Environmental Attorney Gabe 
Racz is concerned about “back-
tracking on items that were al-
ready resolved” in workshops 
regarding proposed changes to 
Colorado Regulation 22 - Site Lo-
cation and Design Approval Reg-
ulations for Domestic Wastewater 
Treatment Works.

Kendrick summarized by saying the 
Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment is demanding more 
and subsidizing less. “Burks and I 
apologize for only being able to ex-
plain very precisely the ambiguity and 
lack of direction” from the state.

Joint Use Agreement 
needs revisions

The Joint Use of Facilities Agreement 

(JUA) governs TLWWTF facility opera-
tions and cost-sharing methods among 
its three member districts. In a contin-
uation of a discussion begun in Janu-
ary, the JUC and managers are striving 
to find a copy of the 2010 version of 
the JUA that does not contain formula 
mistakes and formatting problems that 
caused whole phrases to be omitted. 
Note: OCN noted in 2010 that the final 
version of the consolidated JUA that in-
corporated all previous amendments 
was completed by attorney Tim Schutz 
and was conditionally approved by the 
JUC with “a few typographical correc-
tions still to be made.” See www.ocn.
me/v10n3.htm#juc. 

Orcutt said she has boxes of docu-
ments from Schutz at PLSD, and she 
is searching for the “wet ink” original. 
Once the revisions can be made, the 
JUC and each of the three member dis-
trict boards will have to sign it again.

**********
The next meeting is scheduled for 10 
a.m. March 12 at the Tri-Lakes Waste-
water Treatment Facility, 16510 Mitch-
ell Ave. Meetings are normally held on 
the second Tuesday of the month and 
are open to the public. For information, 
call Bill Burks at 719-481-4053.

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at 
lisahatfield@ocn.me. 

Donala Water and Sanitation District, Feb. 21

Efforts to complete treatment 
project expedited

Above: The proposed site along Homeland Court for Donala Water and Sanitation 
District’s Water Treatment Plant Residuals Dewatering Facility. The structure will 
house a plate filter press to “dewater” liquid waste into disposable solids directed 
to municipal landfill instead of the Upper Monument Creek Regional Wastewater 
Treatment Facility, which faces more restrictive biosolids regulations as of Oct. 1. 
Photo by Jennifer Kaylor of the graphic presented at the meeting.
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cludes operator training and dose monitoring once 
license compliance is met and requires that Donala 
obtain the services of a radiation physicist, adds sig-
nificant time and expense to the project. 

Due to the numerous components involved and 
an impending deadline, GMS advised arranging for 
early procurement of equipment and construction 
services. Sams furnished the district with a supplier’s 
plate filter press specifications and a proposal from 
Radiation Pros LLC for radioactive materials licens-
ing and support services. 

The board approved a motion to accept the Radi-
ation Pros recommendations for the radioactive ma-
terials license application program development for a 
cost of $34,520 and for the first-year-only training for 
an additional $6,720 and deferred decision on annual 
licensing support until a later time. The directors also 
voted to accept the GMS recommendation to stream-
line the acquisition process that allows them to by-
pass some of the typical sequence of design. Petersen 
reported that he had cleared the Radiation Pros and 
equipment acquisition options with Donala water at-
torney Jim Petrock before the meeting. 
First hotel poses rate conundrum for district
Frisch presented background information that was 
used to evaluate and recommend a potential rate 
adjustment for My Place Hotel. The hotel is the first 
business of its kind to inhabit the district, thus fall-
ing outside of the standard parameters of Donala’s 
known customer rate structure. 

From the outset of the hotel’s opening mid-June 
2018, Donala charged the 64-room My Place Hotel a 
multi-family user rate of 45 family units per meter. 

This applied a Tier 1 rate and user charge for water 
consumption up to 450,000 gallons per month. 

Frisch cited a Cornell University School of Ho-
tel Administration study’s representative statistics 
and the hotel’s six-month metered data to evaluate 
its water consumption. The hotel’s peak consump-
tion of 255,240 gallons in July fell well under its cur-
rent 450,000 gallons-per-month tier rate. As a result, 
Frisch presented the GMS recommendation that My 
Place Hotel be placed on a Tier 1, 24-family-units-
per-meter rate. This would maintain the hotel’s Tier 1 
rate during non-peak months but lower the consump-
tion cap and bump the hotel into Tier 2 rates when it 
exceeds 240,000 gallons per month. This change en-
courages more mindful water use, especially during 
summer months when landscape irrigation requires 
the district to pump significantly from its wells. For 
Donala rate information, see http://www.donalawa-
ter.org, Water, 2019 Rates. 

CSU wastewater treatment 
discussions advance

Petersen updated the board regarding the Feb. 7 

meeting with Colorado Springs Utilities (CSU) per-
taining to a potential regionalized wastewater treat-
ment system. Tentative terms drafted thus far include 
an outside-service treatment cost that is lower than 
the current rate. A conservative estimate of Donala’s 
construction expense would fall at about $2.4 million. 
If districts finance their construction expense through 
CSU, they would need to reimburse CSU within two 

Monument Hill 
Kiwanis Club
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D38 Admin, “Big Red” - 146 Jefferson St., Monument

What’s Kiwanis
150+ Local Men and Women with Hearts for Service  
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What’s Happening
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MHKiwanis.org. Proceeds go to District 38 & 

District 20 to combat the causes of teen suicide.

Making a Difference for Youth and 
Our Community

 Welcome to Fuel Church! Welcome to Fuel Church! 

We are a non-denominational,  
spirit-filled church. 

Sunday Service:  10 a.m. 
14960 Woodcarver Road 80921 

(just west of I-25 off Baptist Road) 
Connection and Fellowship 9:30 am 

Team Pastor  
Dan Crosby 
Check out 

www.fuelchurch.org  
for details. 
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or three years. Cost estimates for potable water have 
not been determined. 

40-year storage contract official
Petersen confirmed that he had received the final-
ized 40-year storage contract between Donala and 
the Bureau of Reclamation. The contract reflects that 
the bureau allows the district to store its water in the 
Pueblo Reservoir without having to apply for tempo-
rary, short-term contracts. 

The district is waiting on a proposed agreement 
with Pueblo County that is another step that Donala 
needs to complete to make the Pueblo Reservoir stor-
age a reality. 

Criminal activity tightens 
in-house fiscal procedures

As a result of check forgeries written against the dis-
trict’s bank account, Petersen informed the directors 
that internal accounting procedures now include a 

daily end-of-business treasury monitoring process 
in which all checks written for the day are reported. 
Donala received full reimbursement of two of the 
fraudulent checks that totaled $121,040 and were 
cashed in Texas and Michigan. Petersen speculated 
that the perpetrator—likely to still be at-large—is a 
professional, judging by the level of sophistication of 
the forgeries. 

Additional items
• Commissioner Holly Williams was scheduled 

to attend the Feb. 21 board meeting, but a re-
cent injury prevented her attendance. Petersen 
acknowledged that he will reschedule with the 
commissioner when full board attendance can 
be expected. 

• Phase one of the Gleneagle water main replace-
ment project is complete except for landscape 
clean-up, etc. The contractor bid for phase 
two—from Mission Hill Way to just past Rangely 
Drive—will likely be awarded in March.

• The Donala board and several staff attended the 
Colorado Water Congress. It provided a forum to 
hear from newly elected House and Senate leg-
islators as well as networking opportunities. 

• The next Arkansas Basin Roundtable is sched-
uled for March 13. Directors Ken Judd and Ed 
Houle plan to attend with Petersen. April 24 and 

25 mark the dates for the Arkansas River Basin 
Conference. All directors are encouraged to at-
tend.

• Petersen reported that G&S Development’s 
stormwater mitigation plan had been accepted 
and anticipated final plat approval from the El 
Paso County Planning Commission and Board 
of County Commissioners by late February. This 
will complete development of the final 12 lots on 
the former Gleneagle Golf Course.

• The 2018 Statement of Revenues and Expendi-
tures for Donala Water showed that total bud-
geted expenses and capital projects reconciled 
within .97 percent of actual expenses and capi-
tal projects. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:28 p.m.
**********

The next board meeting will be held March 21, 1:30 
p.m. at the district office located at 15850 Holbein 
Drive, Colorado Springs. The directors meet in the 
district office conference room. Board meetings are 
normally held on the third Thursday of the month. 
More information is available by calling (719)488-
3603 or accessing www.donalawater.org. 

Jennifer Kaylor can be reached at 
jenniferkaylor@ocn.me.

By Allison Robenstein
At its first meeting of February, the Monument Board 
of Trustees (BOT) reviewed the town attorney’s work-
load. They also heard disturbing news about the his-
toric Monument arch and listened to department 
presentations. 

Attorney time/work reviewed
Before approving the consent agenda, the board 
highlighted an invoice to discuss later that was from 
Murray, Dahl, Beery and Renaud LLP, Town Attorney 
Joseph Rivera’s firm. The invoice reflected his work 
for the town for December 2018. The invoice totaling 
almost 80 hours of work was $15,659.49, exceeding 
the 2018 budget for legal fees, which had been set at 
$15,000.

Mayor Pro Tem Kelly Elliott and Trustee Greg 
Coopman asked for the invoice to be approved in the 
consent agenda, but to discuss the work done by Ri-
vera. Coopman wanted to be more informed of the 
work Rivera is doing, while Elliott wondered if there 
was a way to decrease the requests that board mem-
bers made of Rivera. 

Coopman responded with, “I think we need to be 
mindful of the budget, but we also need legal advice. 
No one should be denied legal guidance.” During 
public comments, resident Terry Molnar expressed 
his concern that the majority might overrule a board 
member from getting legal questions answered.

At the Dec 17 meeting, Rivera revealed he had 
been sent many emails from the board to have legal 
questions answered that could have gone through 
the town staff and not charged the town for his time. 
During that meeting, the board agreed to have any 
BOT questions go first to Foreman for him to discern 
whether he could obtain an answer in-house.

“I think it’s important that all the trustees know 
what questions are being asked. We aren’t using this 
budget smartly and should have a protocol,” said 
Trustee Jeffrey Bornstein.
Foreman agreed with a suggestion from Mayor Don 

Wilson to add a section to his monthly report to in-
clude Rivera’s workload.

Third Street arch concerns
Public Works Director Tom Tharnish told the board 
the arch over Third Street is structurally unsound and 
he is concerned it may topple in the wind. After in-
specting and filming the arch moving during a recent 
wind storm, Tharnish said it seems to be swaying at 
an alarming rate and doesn’t meet construction stan-
dards. 

He asked the board for permission to deconstruct 
the arch and perhaps put up a newer model. Coop-
man asked Tharnish and Foreman to get three bids for 
demolition before proceeding. 

Tharnish said it will take some communication 
between various entities to take it down because the 
electricity would most likely need to be shut off near 
the arch since power lines are only feet away. 

Department presentations provide 
present and future goals

At the end of 2018, the board encouraged department 
directors to make presentations throughout the year 
to keep trustees informed. Tonight, the Public Works 
and Planning Departments presented their current 
standings and upcoming goals. 

Tharnish said his department’s mission is to pro-
vide maintenance and service to water, streets, parks, 
and the cemetery. There are 13 full-time staff mem-
bers, plus eight seasonal and summer workers, and 
two part-time employees. Public Works does the fol-
lowing:
• Operates four water treatment plants and nine 

wells. The upgrade to Wells 4 and 5 were com-
pleted in 2018 at a cost of $924,000. 

• Supports 208 fire hydrants and over 35 miles of 
water transmission lines.

• Maintains a million-gallon water tank that sup-
plies the town with drinking water.

• Uses a variety of large vehicles including six 

Monument Board of Trustees, Feb. 4

Town attorney working extra hours; 
historic arch coming down
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plow trucks, a road grader 
and two street sweepers.

• Maintains all police ve-
hicles. 

• Utilizes almost 10,000 
square feet of shop and 
equipment storage space, 
as well as three outbuild-
ings from the 1970s that 
are used as office space.

• Maintains over 16 miles 
of roads, four parks, a 
trailhead, and a skate 
park.

In the future, the department 
intends to:
• Add a secondary water 

tank.
• Implement a reuse sys-

tem.
• Build upon its renew-

able water plan to in-
terconnect with neigh-
boring systems. 

• Upgrade the booster 
station that had been 
budgeted in 2018 with 
the intent to get a loan 
to pay for the project 
that did not come to 
fruition.

• Design a new Public 
Works office and equip-
ment storage facility 
with money approved 
in the 2019 budget.

• Install new sidewalks 
on Highway 105 and 
Beacon Lite Road using 
matching grant funds.

• Install an aeration sys-
tem into Monument 
Lake to improve fish 
livelihood and prevent 
algae blooms.

In the Planning Depart-
ment, Director Larry 
Manning reported the 
following:

• There are four employ-
ees in Planning in-
cluding Manning, an 
engineering assistant, 
a senior planner and a 
new administrative as-
sistant for 2019.

• In 2018, there were 330 
land use permits is-
sued for a total of $1.29 
million in revenue.

• The department re-
ceived 34 new develop-
ment requests, nine of 
which were commer-
cial projects.

• They assist with field 
design and construc-
tion of town projects 
including paving roads 
and sidewalks. 

• They are currently re-

viewing the way zoning 
changes are posted. 

Willow Springs 
annexation hearing set

A request was made for an an-
nexation hearing for the prop-
erty known as Willow Springs. 
The public hearing was set for 
March 18 at 6:30 pm. Manning 
said the sketch plan will be 
provided at that time. 

Two properties may be 
annexed. Willow Springs No. 
1 consists of 94.8 acres, and 
Willow Springs No. 2 totals 124 

acres. The board voted against 
annexing the same properties 
in October 2018. At that time, 
Coopman and Bornstein were 
concerned potential water 
shortages might not allow the 
town to provide adequate wa-
ter to all the homes being built. 
See www.ocn.me/v18n11.htm# 
mbot1015. 

At that time, Tharnish ex-
plained to the board, the prob-
lem is not a question of water 
availability but of capacity, 
which could be overcome by 
one of three options:
• Build a new well with as-

sociated updates to the 
treatment facility. 

• Build a reuse station.
• Partner with Woodmoor 

Water and Sanitation. 
Coopman urged Manning to 
provide as much detail as pos-
sible on the current water and 
school district impacts of this 
development, saying, “I com-
pel you to provide specifics,” 
so the board can make an in-
formed decision. 

Bornstein confirmed with 
Manning that the 10 acres of 
Willow Springs that abuts For-
est Lakes Drive will be served 
by Forest Lakes Water and 
Sanitation.

Budget
Treasurer Pamela Smith pre-
sented the December 2018 

pre-audit financial report to 
the board, telling them reve-
nues will probably go up from 
this rough draft. No vote was 
taken and no questions were 
asked by the board. 

Checks over $5,000 
Checks over $5,000 written 
and approved since Feb. 4 in-
clude:
• Triview Metropolitan 

District – Sales tax due 
for October 2018, Motor 
Vehicle Sales Tax for De-
cember, Regional Build-
ing Use Tax for December, 
$188,444

• CIRSA Insurance – First-
quarter worker’s comp 
insurance, $ 24,915

• CIRSA Insurance – First-
quarter liability insur-
ance, $ 30,295

• Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance 
Senior Center – 2019 do-

nation, $12,000
• Tri-Lakes Chamber of 

Commerce – First-quar-
ter support, $5,000

• Forsgren Associates – 
Wells 4 and 5 consulting, 
$6,033.

• Pikes Peak Area Council 
of Governments – 2019 
dues, $5,412

• Murray, Dahl, Beery and 
Renaud – town attorney 
fees for December $15,659

• Pikes Peak Regional Wa-
ter Authority – annual 
dues and transit loss, 
$6,169

• Krassa & Miller LLC – 
2018 professional and le-
gal services, $5,775

• Velocity Constructors 
Inc. – Wells 4 and 5 proj-
ect, $7,037

Allison Robenstein 
can be reached at 

allisonrobenstein@ocn.me. 

Above:Kellyn Bryan, a street/park tech, was recognized for her 
efforts to help a family in need during the recent snowstorms. 
Bryan was asked by a resident to help her plow out her driveway 
as her husband was having a medical emergency. Bryan 
assisted in getting the driveway plowed and the gentleman was 
able to receive medical treatment. From left are Tom Tharnish, 
Public Works director, Mike Foreman, interim town manager, 
and Kellyn Bryan and her daughter. Photo by Allison Robenstein
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!50 Middle Glenway !  
Palmer Lake 

4300 SF home less than a block 
off ‘Main Street’ in Palmer Lake! 

Work here, live here or both! 
Special commercial zoning  

permits a multitude of uses! Main-
level features eat-in kitchen, living 

room w/gas FP, formal dining 
room, powder room, & two 

bedrooms w/en-suite baths! 
Upper-level w/large family room & 

2 more bedrooms w/en-suite 
baths! Basement has huge 

family/game room, half bath & 
giant unfinished storage space! 

Wrap-around front porch! 
Offered at $479,000 

 

Trish Flake
Sells the Tri-lakes! 
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	 !4775 Sandstone Rd!   

Monument 
Mountain luxury home on 1+ acre 
corner lot w/stunning views of the 
“red rocks” & mountains! Vaulted 
ceilings & a wall of windows flood 

living room w/light! Gorgeous 
moss-rock FP! Spacious 

bedrooms w/ walk-in closets! 
Kitchen w/stainless appliances, 
hickory cabinetry, coffee bar & 

center island! Main-level master 
w/adjoining office or nursery 

space! Spa-like 5-piece master 
bath! Large laundry room w/sink! 
Basement walk-out to covered 

patio & outdoor FP! Heated 818 
SF garage plus quality shed! 

Offered at $650,000  
 
 

!176 Rockridge Rd!  
Palmer Lake 

Mountainside contemporary on a  
well-groomed 1 acre corner lot  
w/over 2400 SF, 4 bedrooms, 2 

baths, & 3 garage spaces! 
Updated kitchen, spacious dining 
room & open floor plan! Gorgeous 
moss-rock FP in family room plus 
built-in bar! 1 block from National 
Forest/Waterfall trailhead! Garden 
space & beautiful perennials will 
impress you this spring! Large 

deck in back is partially covered 
for year round BBQ’ing w/peaceful, 

breathtaking views! Pet-friendly 
kennel space to accommodate 
your pups or even chickens!  

Offered at $465,000 

MCCORD'S GARDEN CENTER 
2720 MCSHANE DRIVE  
MONUMENT, CO 80132 
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By Kate Pangelinan
The Feb. 13 Monument Planning 
Commission meeting saw the official 

swearing in of Planning Commissioner 
Daniel Ours and Alternate Planning 
Commissioner William Lewis, as well 

as the election of Michelle Glover as 
the commission’s chair. Commissioner 
John Dick will serve as vice chair. Glov-
er was nominated for her new position 
by Commissioner Kenneth Kimple. 

Aside from the changes within the 
Planning Commission itself, this meet-
ing featured only one brief scheduled 
item: a zone change and replat for the 
St. Peter of the Rock Chapel and Minis-
try Center parking lot. 

After the meeting, Senior Planner 
Jennifer Jones and Planning Director 
Larry Manning led a training course 
on the nature of planning and the role 
of the Monument Planning Commis-
sion.Paperwork for the meeting can be 
located at https://monumenttownco.
documents-on-demand.com/. Re-
corded MPC meetings can be found on 
YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCdFLo8UcqZfFdkio5jT6G-
DA/videos. 

St. Peter of the Rock 
zone change and replat

As stated in the Planning Department’s 
meeting packet, “The purpose of this 
proposal is to combine multiple lots 
into a single lot. In order to combine 
all the lots together, they must have 
the same zoning.” St. Peter of the Rock 
Chapel (155 Jefferson St.) is situated on 
a lot zoned B for business use. The five 
lots south of this property comprise 
1.17 acres and are used for parking. 
These parking lot spaces are zoned R-2 
for residential use. If the proposal is 
successful, all these pieces of property 
will be zoned for business use and can 
then be replatted into one cohesive lot. 

The current use of the land will not 
change at all if this zoning change and 
replat proposal is ultimately success-
ful. 

The St. Peter of the Rock zone 
change and replat proposal was ap-
proved for recommendation unani-

mously. This topic will now be voted on 
by the Board of Trustees.

Planning training
Many subjects were covered during the 
planning training provided by Jones 
and Manning after the official meeting. 
Some points of note included:
• A timeline was provided to dem-

onstrate the planning process, ex-
plaining the time it takes to refine 
a typical project before it is pre-
sented to the Planning Commis-
sion and after. This also included 
listing some of the referral agen-
cies contacted to review/comment 
on the project before the Planning 
Commission sees it, including the 
Department of Transportation, 
the U.S. Air Force Academy, Triv-
iew, etc. as deemed necessary for 
a specific project.

• The need to amend the town’s 
municipal code was discussed, 
as amendments have been made 
to it over the years without much 
regard for mentions of the sub-
ject being amended still located 
throughout the code. It was also 
suggested that the municipal code 
needs to be updated to reflect new 
trends. A comprehensive update 
for this municipal code has been 
planned pending a state Depart-
ment of Local Affairs grant. It was 
suggested that this could be grant-
ed during the summer, starting off 
a potentially 24-month process 
of updating the code. The town 
would hire a consultant to review 
the code should this come to pass. 

• Applicable reasons for voting to 
deny recommendation for a proj-
ect were also discussed, particu-
larly dealing with adherence to 
the town’s codes. Only the codes 
can be used as rationale for a 
negative vote, and the codes are 

Monument Planning Commission, Feb. 13

New commissioners sworn in; 
St. Peter parking lot zone change and replat approved

Professional Deck Repair & Upgrades  
We repair and improve all aspects of 

decks. Since 1999. Free Estimates.

bordersdeck@hotmail.com
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Call today! (719) 578-8900

On a great path …

The Lewis-Palmer School District #38

The Lewis-Palmer School 
District #38 Hall of Fame  

committee is now accepting  
nominations from the community for 

inductees to the 2019 Hall of Fame. 
Anyone may nominate a person who has 

made significant, ongoing contributions to the 
excellence of District 38 schools. The awards 

seek to honor retired staff (teachers, support  
staff, administrators), volunteers, elected officials,

and community members. Nomination forms and
information about how recipients are chosen are  

posted on the District website at www.lewispalmer.org 
under the Community Tab. Deadline: April 19, 2019
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By Allison Robenstein
Before its Feb. 19 meeting, the 
Monument Board of Trustees 
(BOT) had a CIRSA workshop. 
At the meeting, the board 
heard a presentation by for-
mer Secretary of State Wayne 
Williams regarding election 
residency requirements. The 
trustees also approved several 
resolutions, including an in-
stallation of board members to 
Triview Metropolitan District 
No. 3, an easement to Lake of 
the Rockies North No. 1, and 
a community grant for down-
town improvements. 

There were a number of 
presentations, including the 
Police Department’s annual 
update and several initiated by 
the town manager. 

Trustees Laurie Clark and 
Greg Coopman were absent.

CIRSA workshop yields 
specific advice for 
elected officials

Before the regular meeting, 
Sam Light, general counsel for 
the Colorado Governmental 
Risk Sharing Agency (CIRSA), 
made suggestions to the BOT 
for good governance, telling 
them they now have a com-
mitment not just as town stew-
ards but also to conduct them-
selves correctly in all areas of 
business. 

Light said elected officials 
act and vote as a body during 
public meetings, urging them 
to honor transparency in their 
decision-making. He offered 
the board a list of proper and 
improper email and technol-
ogy uses in consideration of 
open meeting laws.

He encouraged them to 
maintain role discipline by 
establishing “policies for the 
town as a whole” and leave 
day-to-day operations to the 
town staff. 

Residency concerns 
for trustees

Trustee Ron Stephens invited 
Williams to present election 
residency laws to the board 
based on Williams’ previous 
experience as El Paso County 
clerk and recorder and then 
secretary of state. Town attor-
ney Joseph Rivera previously 
provided a confidential memo 
to the board regarding resi-
dency. 

Williams said there are two 
previous cases in Colorado, 
both involving municipalities 
in which residency was ques-
tioned. Using these as exam-
ples, the courts found a person 
continues to be a resident even 
if there is an absence from the 
home once residency has been 
established. Williams said the 
long-term residency intent of 
the individual is an important 
element.

He suggested the best 
way to determine residency 
is based upon income tax re-
ports, voter registrations, and 
motor vehicle registrations, 
saying someone does not have 
to spend every night at their 
residence, and going away for 
school or the military does not 
negate residency. Williams 
did not specifically name any 
trustees who might live out-
side the town.

Ann Howe, who ran for 
election to the seat Trustee Jim 
Romanello now holds, was not 
happy with Williams’ answers 
and gave a prepared state-
ment during public comments 
later in the meeting. She cited 
specific state law about prin-
cipal residences and Monu-
ment ordinances, saying 
that if a trustee moves out of 
town, the seat is vacated, and 
the board is clearly ignoring 
the law. She has been ques-

tioning Romanello’s Monu-
ment residency since Janu-
ary. See www.ocn.me/v19n2.
htm#mbot. 

Triview Metropolitan 
District No. 3 gets 
board members

Triview Metropolitan District 
No. 3 (TMD 3) requested ap-
proval of five temporary ap-
pointees to its board so that 
the district could remain ac-
tive in order to build a road 
system in the Home Place 
Ranch development, be-
tween Sanctuary Pointe and 
Promontory Pointe. The ap-
pointments would last for six 
months. Afterward, a special 
election would be required. 
The appointees are all em-
ployees of Challenger Homes, 
the developer taking over the 

intended to be objective. 
An approvable project 
may not be one that ev-
eryone likes—what mat-
ters is that it abides by the 
codes.

• The protocol for leading/
participating in Planning 
Commission meetings in 
a quasi-judicial setting 
was discussed. This in-
cluded expectations for 
the way the MPC will in-
teract with the public.

• Limits to the Comprehen-

sive Plan were discussed 
at length. Comprehen-
sive Plans are mostly ap-
plicable to zoning, Jones 
explained, and can prove 
most useful when plan-
ning what to do with 
“new” land rather than 
dealing with land that 
has already been zoned 
and platted. Plats can be 
transferred and remain 
official until a new plat is 
put in place. Handwrit-
ten plats remain from 

the 1800s, although Jones 
noted that they are hard 
to read. The existing town 
limit of Monument has 
been zoned, and it is bor-
dered by other areas. The 
Comprehensive Plan’s 
conceptual nature can’t 
currently be utilized the 
same way as it would be 
in a place that is still de-
ciding its identity.

• The possibility of receiv-
ing a priority list from 
the Board of Trustees to 

direct the Planning Com-
mission was suggested. 

• When Glover asked 
whether a neighborhood 
can request a meeting 
with a particular project’s 
applicant, Jones recom-
mended that a notice 
could be sent to the Mon-
ument government to re-
quest a meeting. 

**********
It was unknown whether there 
would be a March Monument 

Planning Commission meet-
ing as of this meeting. If it takes 
place, the next MPC meet-
ing will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 13 at 645 
Beacon Lite Rd. Meetings are 
normally held on the second 
Wednesday of the month. In-
formation: 884-8017 or http://
www.townofmonument.org/
meetings/

Kate Pangelinan 
can be reached at 

katepangelinan@ocn.me.

Monument Board of Trustees, Feb. 19

Board learns election residency 
depends on intent

Above: Former Colorado Secretary of State Wayne Williams at 
the Monument Board of Trustees meeting Feb. 19. Photo by John 
Howe.
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property.
Note: TMD 3 is a financing district solely for building 
roads. It is a separate entity from the Triview Metro-
politan District No. 1 that provides water, sewer, and 
street maintenance services to Jackson Creek, Prom-
ontory Pointe, and Sanctuary Pointe, and several 
commercial areas

TMD 3 came to the board in September 2018 to 
make the same request. At that meeting, no motion 
was made and the request failed. See https://ocn.me/
v18n10.htm#mbot.
Background: TMD 3 counsel Russel Dykstra said the 
Home Place Ranch property, a 431-acre parcel on the 
south side of Higby Road, was annexed into the town 
in March 2006. In July 2006, the board approved TMD 
3, which included a $5 million loan for road improve-
ments. 

After the real estate collapse of 2007, the property 
went into foreclosure, causing the entire board struc-
ture to collapse. The district was almost dissolved, but 
Challenger Homes is asking the governing jurisdic-
tion, the town of Monument, to help it to remain ac-
tive.

Trustee Jeffrey Bornstein asked more about the 
temporary directors. Dykstra said the law requires 
someone to either own property or have a contract to 
purchase property as a tax-paying elector. Since there 
are no homes in Home Place Ranch, the developer 
will qualify directors through a contract instead, mak-
ing Challenger Homes employees eligible to serve un-
til the special election. 

The motion passed 4-1 with Bornstein voting 
against the resolution with no reason given.

Easements approved
Planning Director Larry Manning asked for an ease-
ment onto private property to allow developer Pro-
Terra Properties to develop Lake of Rockies North Fil-
ing No. 1. Lake Access Road sits on private property 
but must be accessible in order to build out this six-lot 
subdivision on the northeast side of Monument Lake. 
The board approved this development at its April 3, 
2017 meeting. See https://ocn.me/v17n5.htm#mbot. 
The resolution was approved 5-0. 

Manning presented a second request to vacate 
10 feet of a utility and drainage easement for Monu-
ment Villas along Cipriani Loop to build a new res-
taurant. This project, the Cipriani Loop addition, was 
approved by the board during its Dec. 3 meeting. See 
https://www.ocn.me/v19n1.htm#mbot. 

The resolution was unanimously approved.
Community grant proposal

Madeline VanDenHoek, community relations spe-
cialist, asked the board to approve a community as-
sistance grant from Community Builders to be used to 
develop strategies to keep downtown prosperous and 
create a downtown master plan. The grant asks for 
in-lieu services as a match to funding. It was passed 
unanimously by the board. 

Third Street arch will be removed
Public Works Director Tom Tharnish told the board 

the arch over Third Street is structurally unsound and 
is a safety concern. 

The board approved dismantling the arch, and 
Interim Town Manager Mike Foreman said it would 
be preserved in case the town wanted to use it some-
where else. See the photo on page 1.

Police Department has 
strong community involvement

Monument Police Chief Jake Shirk gave his annual 
presentation to the board, updating trustees on the 
department’s work. As of January 2019, there are 18 
officers, one chaplain, four support personnel, and 
three officer vacancies.

The police rely on strong community policing ef-
forts to maintain the town. The following are in place: 
• Officer-initiated traffic safety
• Neighborhood watch programs
• Gun locks provided to the community
• Safety training for citizens
• School resource officer 
Shirk said they partner with many local agencies for 
training and support. For example, he said, the sher-
iff commissioned all Monument police as deputies 
to assist when sheriff’s deputies need help. In return, 
these partner agencies provide Monument police 
with support in the form of SWAT or K-9 assistance.

The department has also been training fire para-
medics to respond to “warm zones,” which are active 
threat locations. Paramedics enter the scene with po-
lice as they secure the location to provide medical at-
tention to injured victims quickly.

Shirk said the town requires a full-time detective 
because “this is not Mayberry anymore.” 

He also stressed the department will actively pur-
sue criminals, saying, “If you’re coming here to do 
your crime, we’re going to come after you.”

YMCA Wellness Program 
for town employees

Human Resources Director Robert Bishop and Fore-
man presented a “Be Well” program run by the YMCA. 
The program is intended to increase employee well-
ness. Foreman has made this Bishop’s main directive 
after performing an assessment of town employees 
overall. In it he noted a demotivation due to chaos 
created from “indecision of political leadership” and 
a lack of management direction. His intention is for 
employees to feel respected and to change the cul-
ture.

Natalie Kosatschkow, the YMCA’s executive di-
rector of membership, shared services and project 
management, and Jordan Ciambrone, senior direc-
tor of corporate relations, presented their specialized 
health management program to the board, noting 
the YMCA could provide up to a 50 percent match on 
wellness dollars spent by the town. 

Bornstein asked how success of the program 
will be measured and was told there are data-driven 
metrics as well as softer success metrics, including 
anecdotal information from employees conveying 
changes to how they feel at work. 

The board directed Foreman and Bishop to move 
forward with the project.

Town manager and Forest Lakes water 
discussed in executive session

The board went into executive session to receive le-
gal advice for a personnel issue regarding the in-
terim town manager. Before adjourning for the ses-
sion, during public comments, resident and previous 
Trustee John Howe said in recent months the town 
has interviewed and hired an experienced town man-
ager, referring to Foreman. He felt the interim town 
manager’s qualifications are strong and he should be 
the next permanent town manager. 

A second executive session was called to discuss 
the town’s water rights within the Forest Lakes devel-
opment. At the Feb. 4 meeting, several trustees were 
concerned to learn Rivera was preparing and submit-
ting an objection to the Forest Lakes PUD II develop-
ment approval through the county, but they didn’t 
know about it.

The objection was a “reservation of rights” with 
regard to subterranean water beneath the develop-
ment that had been deeded to the town in the 1980s. 
Rivera hastily wrote the objection when he was made 
aware of the situation in late December. 

According to Town Clerk Laura Hogan, no ac-
tions were taken after the sessions and the meeting 
was immediately adjourned afterward.

**********
The Monument Board of Trustees usually meets at 
6:30 p.m. on the first and third Monday of each month 
at Monument Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. The 
next meeting is scheduled for March 4. Call 884-8014 
or see www.townofmonument.org for information. 
To see upcoming agendas and complete board pack-
ets for BOT or to download audio recordings of past 
meetings, see http://monumenttownco.minuteson-
demand.com and click on Board of Trustees. 

Allison Robenstein can be reached at 
allisonrobenstein@ocn.me. 

By James Howald and Jackie Burhans
The Palmer Lake Town Council held a regular board 
meeting on Feb. 14. A second meeting scheduled for 
Feb. 28 was too late to be covered in this article.

At the Feb. 14 meeting, the council voted on a 
special event permit for a 24-hour fun run to be held 
at the Palmer Lake Recreation Area and considered 
a resolution to approve the establishment of a group 
home for the elderly. In its role as the Liquor Licens-
ing Authority, it considered a request to transfer a li-
quor license. Finally, comments made by residents in 
the public comments portion of the meeting raised 
issues concerning recent fundraising events.

24-hour run to take place around the lake
Fun run race organizer Chad Davis asked for a special 
event permit for a running event he hopes to hold on 
April 14. Davis described the event as “less a race than 
a celebration running around the lake.” 150 runners 
are expected to register, Davis said.

Davis told the council the race would be held for 
24 hours, although he expected most runners would 
not run for the entire time. The upcoming race would 
be the fifth Davis has organized at the lake, he said, 
adding that in 2018 a runner set a course record of 109 

miles. 
Davis told the council that he planned to charge 

an entrance fee of $30 per runner to cover the cost of 
porta-potties. In response to a question from council 
member Bob Mutu, Davis said the race would be in-
sured by USA Track and Field Insurance.

The council voted unanimously to approve the 
special event license Davis requested.

Council approves group home permit
At the request of Shana Ball, the council considered 
Resolution 3 of 2019, which would provide a condi-
tional permit for Ball to use her residence on Vale 
Street as a group home for up to five elderly residents.

Council member Glant Havenar spoke in favor of 
approving the resolution, and Mayor John Cressman 
pointed out that the residence is within the zoning 
laws, as it is in a C1 commercial district.

Town Administrator Cathy Green told the coun-
cil that the Planning Commission had voted unani-
mously to approve Ball’s request previously.

Ball told the council that parking for the residents 
and their visitors would be provided on her property.

Council member Paul Banta amended the reso-
lution to include a requirement that off-street parking 
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Above: Left to right, the YMCA’s Jordan Ciambrone, 
senior director of Corporate Relations, and Natalie 
Kosatschkow, executive director of Membership, 
Shared Services and Project Management, presented 
a health management program to the Monument 
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program in partnership with the YMCA. Caption by 
Allison Robenstein. Photo by John Howe.

(719) 237-8787 
val.erashields.com 

vcoy@erashields.com 

Val Ross-Coy 
Broker Associate Palmer Lake Town Council, Feb. 14
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By Jennifer Kaylor
Three individuals advocated for their conditional use 
permit requests at the Feb. 20 Palmer Lake Planning 
Commission meeting.

Commissioner Bill Fisher was excused.
Sylvia Amos presented her idea to raze the house 

and store next to the Rock House ice cream shop and 
construct a mixed-use building. Amos’ concept fea-
tured eight studio and four two-bedroom apartments 
on the top floor and commercial space on the ground 
floor. Having recently initiated talks with Pikes Peak 
Community College (PPCC), Amos explained her ob-
jective to create an all-in-one culinary training facil-
ity. The residential floor would serve as housing for 
the college’s culinary students, and the commercial 
floor would house a teaching kitchen run by PPCC as 
well as business-associated offices. Amos expressed 
her intent to fully prepare students to run their own 
food-related business upon graduation.

Town Administrator Cathy Green introduced 
Richard Willian’s application for a single-family home 
in a C-1 zone “in proximity of the Spring Street and 
Highway 105 juncture.” Green characterized the com-
mercial zoning as “strange” and that “there’s nothing 
vaguely commercial” about the land and added that 
she planned to permanently rezone the property back 
to residential in the next month or two. Killian chose 
to apply for the conditional use permit to initiate 
building a home on the property.

The final request involved a conditional use per-
mit for a daycare center on Walnut Avenue near Glen 
Park. Maria Arefieva would like to open a nature-fo-
cused child care business that encourages children to 
be outdoors and learn from the sensory stimulation of 
the environment. Arefieva’s plan includes six to eight 
kids, ages 2 to 6, under the care of a licensed daycare 
director. She expressed her intention to expand the 
plan over time but would keep it small initially.

The commissioners voted to recommend the 

three conditional use permits.
**********

The next Palmer Lake Planning Commission meeting 
will be on March 20 at 6 p.m. Meetings are held on 
the third Wednesday of the month at the Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent Street, Palmer Lake. 
Call (719) 481-2953 or access www.townofpalmer-
lake.com for more information. 

Jennifer Kaylor may be reached at 
jenniferkaylor@ocn.me.

be provided as part of the project.
The board voted unanimously to approve the 

resolution.
Liquor license request tabled

In its role as the town’s liquor licensing authority, 
the council heard a request from Gregory Duncan to 
transfer the liquor license belonging to The Depot to 
his restaurant, Dex’s Depot, which is operating in the 
same building previously used by The Depot. 

Green told the council that Dex’s Depot had a 
temporary liquor license from the Town of Palmer 
Lake, and that the state had not yet granted approval 
for Dex’s Depot to sell liquor. The town does a back-
ground check when these requests are made, and that 
is not yet complete, she said.

Cressman pointed out that two council members, 
Mitchell Davis and Mark Schuler, were not present at 
the meeting, and said he wanted to table the request 
to make sure they had a chance to vote on the request.

Town Attorney Maureen Juran told the council 
that, since the request was to transfer an existing li-
cense to a new licensee, the only legal issue was the 
moral character of the person requesting the license 
transfer.

The council voted unanimously, with council 
member Paul Banta abstaining, to table the request 
until Davis and Schuler were present.

Policy for nonprofits debated
Juran raised the issue of how the relationship with 
nonprofit organizations operating in the town should 
be managed. She suggested that the council would be 
wise to put in place a policy making clear that non-
profit organizations raising money for town projects 
should work through the existing budget process and 
make sure they have the approval of the council for 
their work. Projects managed by nonprofits can cre-
ate legal liabilities for the town and long-term mainte-
nance responsibilities that must be thought through, 
she said. The town might not want to approve every 

project, she said, giving the example of a hypotheti-
cal donation to the town of a building that contained 
asbestos. Personal liability could also come into play, 
Juran said. The town’s Parks Committee raised some 
of these issues, according to Juran.

Havenar, a member of Parks Committee, said the 
committee always operated with town approval and 
worked with the town on all purchases of playground 
equipment. Havenar pointed out that the committee 
is not a 5013c nonprofit but really a part of town gov-
ernment. She mentioned the efforts of resident Reid 
Weicks, who meets with Green on a weekly basis to 
coordinate the work of the committee with the town. 
Havenar said, in her opinion, projects done by the 
Parks Committee are “what Palmer Lake is all about.”

Mutu told the council that the current Parks Com-
mittee took shape a year ago to address maintenance 
issues he observed in the town’s parks. He asked the 
council to re-establish the Parks Committee to make 
improvements. “We’re not out there on our own,” he 
said. 

Council member Banta summed up the discus-
sion by saying committees should operate under the 
town’s umbrella and not make independent expendi-
tures of money.

The council did not take explicit action following 
the discussion, but Cressman asked Juran to draft a 
resolution addressing the issues mentioned.

Public comments give rise to 
heated exchange

The issue of how fundraising events in the town 
should be handled led to a dispute between two 
speakers during the public comments portion of the 
meeting.

Resident Cindy Graff criticized the way a recent 
fundraising event, the Lantern Festival, had been 
handled, pointing out that the money raised had not 
actually been donated as promised.

One of the organizers of the Lantern Festival, 

Darcy Duncan, defended the event and said the mon-
ey would be donated to the town, perhaps going to 
re-roof the gazebo. Duncan said she decided not to 
donate the money to the Awake the Lake committee 
when she discovered that the paperwork establishing 
its nonprofit status had not been properly kept up to 
date. 

Town Attorney Juran, in a different part of the 
council meeting, mentioned that temporary lapses in 
nonprofit paperwork were common and not a cause 
for concern once addressed.

**********
The council is scheduled to hold two meetings in 
March, on March 8 and on March 22 at 6 p.m. at Town 
Hall, 42 Valley Crescent. Meetings are normally held 
on the second and fourth Thursdays of the month, 
with the second meeting organized as a working ses-
sion. Information: 481-2953.
James Howald can be reached at jameshowald@ocn.

me. Jackie Burhans can be reached at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me.
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By Allison Robenstein
During the Feb. 19 meeting, the Donald 
Wescott Fire Protection District (DW-
FPD) board discussed amendments to 
the previously approved 2019 budget 
and approved firefighter promotions. 
It also discussed merger options, heard 

a presentation about the annual audit, 
and discussed creating board bylaws. 
Budget amended without formal pro-
cedures; firefighter promotions ap-
proved

Director Gary Rusnak used the re-
cently reformatted monthly financial 

report to point out changes made to the 
2019 budget. Before this meeting, the 
board agreed to transfer $34,000 from 
committed funds to expenses to pay 
county treasurer’s fees. Because of ad-
ditional changes to expenses, Rusnak 
said, “This is not the budget the board 
approved in December.” Legal counsel 
Matt Court said he was comfortable 
with the change without a formal dis-
cussion or vote. 

A unanimous vote to approve the 
January financials was substituted for a 
formal budget hearing for the amend-
ment. 

Chairman William “Bo” McAllister 
requested the board approve moving 
$62,696 from committed funds for the 
following:
• $60,000 to non-exempt employee 

salaries.
• $1,000 to administrative staff sala-

ries.
• $1,696 to pay for legal fees in-

curred in January.
During budget negotiations, the di-
rectors decided to move $61,000 from 
salary funds into committed funds 
because they were unsure how the 
chiefs intended to use the money. To-
night, Director Larry Schwarz asked 
the chiefs to clarify the benefits to the 
community. 

Wescott Fire Chief Vinny Burns 
said that historically, the two stations 
were managed by officers working at 
Station 1. Firefighters not in-grade, 
meaning those who were not officers, 
were taking on leadership roles and 
making command decisions at Station 
2 without the proper certifications or 
training. These promotional requests 
are to train, certify, and promote three 
people to lieutenant, some of whom 
will be working from Station 2.

Assistant Chief Scott Ridings and 
Burns said the promotional process 
will include training, assessment, and 
interviews. Schwarz said it was “grati-
fying to know that type of detail” and 
agreed to approve the promotions.

The motion to approve firefighter 
promotions passed 4-1 with Rusnak 
voting no, with no reason given. 

TLMFPD merger discussion
Schwarz said he received an email from 
Tri-Lakes Monument Protection Dis-
trict (TLMFPD) Fire Chief Chris Truty 
saying his board directed him to write a 

contract with Wescott but gave no fur-
ther details. Schwarz said he had been 
surprised by the email because he said 
it’s “essentially a takeover” by TLMFPD 
to adopt Wescott into its organization. 

McAllister said DWFPD isn’t look-
ing for a contract for services and was 
bewildered this had even been extend-
ed. Rusnak wondered aloud if TLM-
FPD had moved in that direction since 
Wescott had made little effort to com-
municate its intentions. He and TLM-
FPD Treasurer John Hildebrandt had 
been emailing budget questions back 
and forth. Rusnak said he answered 
Hildebrandt’s questions, but had sent 
his response to his board for their ap-
proval rather than directly to Hildeb-
randt. No one had forwarded Rusnak’s 
responses to Hildebrandt. 

Secretary Mark Gunderman said 
although he doesn’t want to close the 
door on negotiations, perhaps this isn’t 
the right time for a merger and discus-
sion should be put on the back burner. 
He is still concerned about cultural dif-
ferences between the two districts, say-
ing a merger would be more successful 
if the two were more culturally aligned. 

Schwarz and Burns, along with 
Treasurer Joyce Hartung, agreed to 
set up a meeting with Truty to get his 
thoughts. All agreed it would be ben-
eficial to continue to build respect and 
trust among the boards. 

Station Capt. Sean Pearson said he 
often works with TLMFPD to hold joint 
training exercises. 

2018 audit gets clean opinion
Tom Sistare of Hoelting and Company 
Inc. performed the 2018 budget audit, 
concluding with an unmodified clean 
opinion. 

Burns had previously asked for ex-
tra budget money to pay for the audit 
in 2019, knowing the department had 
been randomly selected by Fire and 
Police Pension Association to perform 
an extended audit, which includes ex-
amination of census and payroll data. 
Sistare said the exam showed the de-
partment’s numbers were “spot-on, 
perfect.”

He found that firefighting expenses 
had increased 26.5 percent, due mostly 
to overtime. At the end of the year, the 
district had no outstanding debt.

The only note of consequence from 
Sistare was that there be more segrega-
tion of financial duties since Executive 
Administrator Stacey Popovich is the 
only accounting person. 

Bylaws and attorney time
McAllister suggested the board work 
on bylaws in the next year, saying the 
first one should be that no one contact 
Court. “None of us on this board have 
the right to call Matt,” McAllister told 
them. 

Rusnak and Schwarz pushed back 
on this. “If we have a question, I should 
be able to ask Matt,” Rusnak said. Burns 
said that at one time he was appointed 
as the board contact, suggesting this 
would be beneficial since he can de-
termine if a board member’s question 
could be answered in-house or require 
legal review.

Chief’s report
Ridings reported there had been 90 
calls for service in January. He said two 
fires were put out with no damage to 
property. 

Burns reported the following:
• DWFPD will work toward a bet-

ter Insurance Services Organiza-
tion (ISO) rating with the intent of 
lowering homeowners’ insurance 
rates. Wescott is currently rated a 

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, Feb. 19

Merger talks decline; firefighter promotions approved 
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An inspired new master-planned community where the 
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MLS: #1296709
Floor Plan: Ashton-C
Address: 1415 Catnap Lane
Bed: 5 Bath: 4.5 Garage: 3 
Style: Ranch
Sq. Ft.: 4,507 Finished
Price: $693,552
Available: Now
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Floor Plan: Telluride
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Available: 2/25/19
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Floor Plan: The Aspen
Address: 16489 Clandestine Ct. 
Bed: 5 Bath: 4 Garage: 3 
Style: Ranch
Sq. Ft.: 4,406 Finished
Price: $794,950 
Available: Now
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3 on the ISO classification, which 
ranges from 1 as the best to 10. 

• Wescott plans to make Gleneagle 
a Firewise community. Because 
there are many open spaces and 
trails that could allow fires to 
spread to homes, educating the 
community on creating defensi-
ble homes and spaces will help to 
prevent losses. 

• A resident wrote a thank you let-
ter after being hospitalized due 
to an emergency breathing issue. 
He commended Wescott for its 
fast response and professionalism 
in treating and transporting him 
successfully. 

The board went into executive session 
at 9:34 p.m. to receive legal advice re-
garding Station 2 property adjustment. 
According to Popovich, the board came 
out of executive session at 10:25 p.m. 

A motion was made to authorize legal 
counsel to negotiate a Construction 
Easement Agreement for development 
on the Station 2 property. 

The developer of Flying Horse 
North has asked for an easement from 
the department in order to put up a 
sign. See https://ocn.me/v18n12.htm.

**********
The next Donald Wescott Fire Protec-
tion District Board of Directors meet-
ing is scheduled for 7 p.m. March 19 at 
Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Meetings 
are usually on the third Tuesday of each 
month. For information, call Executive 
Administrator Stacey Popovich at 488-
8680 or see www.wescottfire.org. 

Allison Robenstein can be reached at 
allisonrobenstein@ocn.me.

**********
Note: The TLMFPD meeting was held 
Feb. 27 as this issue of OCN was going 
to press and will be covered in our April 
6 issue.

By Helen Walklett
The El Paso Board of County Commis-
sioners (BOCC) made decisions at re-
cent meetings that will see progress in 
the Highway 105 project and in a hous-
ing development in Black Forest. 
Walden Preserve 2 development 
At its Jan. 29 meeting, the BOCC made 
two decisions relating to the Walden 
Preserve 2 development, situated 
southeast of Monument and east of 
Highway 83 in Black Forest. It approved 
a request to accept some streets within 
the subdivision’s filings 1 and 2 into 
the county’s road maintenance system 
and the release of a letter of credit for 
$32,884 relating to filing 2. Both ap-
provals followed the completion and 
satisfactory inspection of public im-

provements at the two filings. 
Highway 105 project progresses
At their Feb. 5 meeting, the commis-
sioners approved two requests relating 
to the Highway 105 project. They ap-
proved memorandums of agreement, 
special warranty deeds and easements 
that the county Department of Public 
Works had identified as necessary to 
advance the project. One temporary 
easement comes from property owned 
by Kerri Molly-Benza and Gaetano 
Benza at a cost of $42,600. A second 
temporary easement and two non-
exclusive permanent easements come 
from property owned by Cheyenne Vil-
lage Inc. at a cost of $91,300. 

The Highway 105 project will see 
road improvements from I-25 to High-

way 83 completed in phases. The first 
phase, known as Project A, is feder-
ally funded and concerns the section 
of road from the I-25 interchange east 
ramps to Lake Woodmoor Drive. It 
will extend the four-lane section east 
of Knollwood Drive and include im-
proved shoulders and additional turn 
lanes and sidewalks. The county is 
working to complete the designs and 
acquire the necessary property, and 
construction is expected to begin in fall 
2019. 

A future public meeting to discuss 
the remainder of the project from Lake 
Woodmoor Drive to Highway 83 is ten-
tatively planned for later in the design 
process but has not yet been sched-
uled. Funding for this part is included 
in the Pikes Peak Regional Transporta-
tion Authority capital funding program 
over the next 10 years. Its phasing and 
construction are still to be determined. 

Special use request for Black 
Forest equine therapy clinic

At the Feb. 26 meeting, the commis-
sioners unanimously approved with-
out discussion a request for approval 
of a special use application to operate 
a commercial stable at 14445 Holmes 
Road in Black Forest. The property is on 
the east side of Holmes Road and north 
of Vessey Road. The application was 
heard by the El Paso County Planning 
Commission on Feb. 5 and came to the 
BOCC with a recommendation for ap-
proval. The applicant must now file a 
site development plan application. (See 
the Planning Commission article below 
for further details.)

Update on 
Monument Hill Road closure 

To enable work to be carried out for the 
Monument Hill Road Safety Improve-
ments Project, Monument Hill Road 
has been closed from the intersection 
of Woodmoor Drive to the south en-
trance of the Monument Hill Church 
since mid-October. This phase of the 
work was expected to be completed 
by early February, but due to weather 
delays and a shortage of materials this 
section of the road will now remain 
closed into April. 

Upon completion of this first 
phase, work will move to the northern 
section of the road. This second phase 
will see Monument Hill Road closed 
from the south entrance of Monument 
Hill Church to the south entrance of 
Palmer Ridge High School, eliminat-
ing access from Monument Hill Road 
to Deer Creek Road. Woodmoor Drive, 
Furrow Drive, and County Line Road 
will serve as the detour. 

The BOCC has approved several 
easements to allow the project to go 
ahead, most recently at its Sept. 11 
meeting. (See https://www.ocn.me/
v18n10.htm#epbocc)

Schoolchildren still sought to 
lead Pledge of Allegiance

The BOCC continues to seek children 
to lead the Pledge of Allegiance at the 
start of its meetings. Anyone interested 
should contact the clerk to the board at 
carctb@elpasoco.com or Matt Steiner 
in the Public Information Office at 
MattSteiner@elpasoco.com 

Helen Walklett can be reached at 
helenwalklett@ocn.me.

El Paso Board of County Commissioners, Jan. 29, Feb. 5, Feb. 26

Highway 105 project and Walden Preserve development 
move forward

BFFRPD board, Feb. 20

Above: The board of the Black Forest Fire/Rescue Protection District (BFFRPD) 
held its regular monthly meeting on Feb. 20. From left are David Hoffpauir, Rick 
Nearhoof, Jack Hinton, treasurer, Rick McMorran, vice president, and PJ Langmaid, 
president. BFFRPD thanked district voters for approving the November 2018 
ballot measure 6C, which increased the property tax mill levy from 9.215 to 14.5 
mills and also “de-Gallagherized” the district to offset anticipated losses in revenue 
from an expected reduction in the residential property tax rate assessment. The 
next meeting will be March 20 at BFFRPD Station 1. See www.bffire.org. Caption 
by Lisa Hatfield. Photo by Natalie Barszcz.

El Paso County Planning Commission, Feb. 5 and 19

Progress on the county water 
and master plans; special 

use for Black Forest stables 
advances

By Helen Walklett
Mark Gebhart, deputy director of Plan-
ning and Community Development, 
updated the El Paso County Planning 
Commission on work on both the water 
and county master plans at the begin-
ning of its Feb. 5 meeting. 

Gebhart said the water master 
plan, which the Planning Commission 

adopted in December, had still not 
been certified but that it would come 
to the Planning Commission for cer-
tification in due course. This was be-
cause the county had not yet received 
the final version for publication, which 
would contain the changes agreed dur-
ing the Planning Commission hearings. 
He also advised the commissioners 

DWFPD (Cont. from 18)

Michael George O’Dair Jr. 
May 23, 1976 –  

February 12, 2019 
 

Michael George O’Dair Jr., age 42, passed 
away February 12, 2019. He currently re-
sided in Highlands Ranch, Colorado where 
he had purchased and enjoyed making his 
home for the past 10 years. 

Michael was born May 23, 1976 to Michael George O’Dair Sr. and Amy Jo (Steele) 
O’Dair in Colorado Springs. He grew up in the same house in Monument since his 
fourth birthday. He graduated from Lewis-Palmer High School, where he made 
many life-long friends from his childhood. 

After graduation, Michael attended the Air Force Academy and the University of 
Colorado majoring in Meteorology. Mike received his Air Force commission as a 
2nd Lieutenant and was rewarded a pilot training spot. After being a pilot in the  
U.S. Air Force, he was asked to fly for our government before deciding to return 
to Denver and accept a pilot’s position with the airlines. 

Mike enjoyed the game of golf and grew up playing since a young age, progress-
ing to being on the high school team. At the age of nine, Mike began his true 
love of Martial Arts. Over the years, he would rise to black belt and be given cap-
tain positions on many teams. It was 1997 when Michael would make the pre-
Olympic trials for the 2000 Sydney Olympics. Although tempting to go further in 
that endeavor, Michael stayed with his desire to go into the Air Force and be a 
pilot. 

Michael Jr. is survived by his mother, Amy Jo O’Dair; his sisters, Shannon Melcher, 
and Kimberlee Gresham (husband, James Gresham); and his niece, Cora June 
Gresham. He was preceded in death by his father, Michael O’Dair Sr. 

A private family service is being held at Shrine of Remembrance. Burial will take 
place in Fort Logan National Cemetery, Staging Area B, 3698 S. Sheridan Blvd., 
Denver, CO 80235, at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 14, 2019. 

Online condolences may be left at ShrineOfRemembrance.com 

“We are so very appreciative of the kind and loving care of Woodmen Valley 
Chapel and Shrine of Remembrance. No words can come close in describing the 
gratitude we feel.” 
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By Jackie Burhans
President Brian Bush chaired the Woodmoor Im-
provement Association (WIA) annual meeting Jan. 28, 
which featured guest speakers and provided a review 
of 2018, a discussion of goals for 2019, board candi-
date statements, and a question-and-answer session. 
The meeting was moved from Lewis-Palmer Middle 
School to The Barn due to a school snow closure. Lat-
er that week, a short reorganization meeting was held 
to assign board roles.

Speakers
Wildlife—The first speaker was Corey Adler, district 
wildlife manager for the Woodmoor area from Colo-
rado Parks and Wildlife (CPW). Adler brought flyers 
on living with wildlife, including deer, raccoons, coy-
otes, and bears. He reminded residents not to feed the 
wildlife. Birdfeeders are OK but he asked that they be 
kept out of reach of deer and be taken down from April 
to November to avoid bear activity. He noted that 
feeding deer is not healthy for them and asked that 
people take hammocks down to avoid tangling deer 
antlers. He asked that residents call CPW only if they 
see wildlife behaving in a way that is unusual so that 
CPW can harass the animals with beanbag rounds to 
discourage them from interacting with humans. Adler 
confirmed there are few foxes due to mange and coy-
otes. He said there are no wolves in this area and peo-
ple are probably seeing coyotes in full pelt.
Open space—Tish Norman, co-chair of the Wal-
ters Open Space committee, introduced committee 
members and said the group hopes to purchase the 
Walters property in South Woodmoor. She noted they 
have raised 76 percent of their goal. There are 172 
homes bordering 100 of the 135 acres up for sale. Lo-
cal homeowners are encouraged to purchase a por-

tion of the land adjacent to their properties and leave 
the remaining land as a trail that might be donated to 
the YMCA or WIA. The Woodmoor Open Space Com-
mittee (WOSC) is an LLC working on the deal. She en-
couraged supporters to grab a sign or flyer and look 
for the GoFundMe fundraiser under the name Wood-
moor Open Space and asked the WIA board to send 
information to all residents. 
School district—This reporter let attendees know 
about the Strong D38 Community group that sup-
ports School District 38. She noted that several speak-
ers referred to all the development in the area that 
has resulted in overcrowding at the middle school 
and the imminent installation of modular class-
rooms. She asked that groups look for Strong D38 on 
the web (www.strongd38.com) or on Facebook for 
upcoming informational meetings. A local resident 
noted her 9-year-old has 30 students in his class at 
Lewis-Palmer Elementary School. She said crowding 
is a huge problem at the middle school and at the ele-
mentary schools as well due to the growth in the area.

2018 highlights
Bush noted that this meeting would serve as both the 
annual meeting and the January meeting and con-
firmed that a quorum had been achieved for a valid 
board election. He noted that WIA is responsible for 
covenant enforcement, architectural control, and 
common area improvements and maintenance but is 
not responsible for road clearing or repairing, which 
falls to El Paso County authorities. Woodmoor Public 
Safety (WPS) provides security, vacation checks, and 
more. He noted that the top three income sources are: 
dues, new construction fees, and Barn/office rentals. 
Top expenses are common area, forestry, pay for staff, 
and WPS. 

Bush noted that board members are all volun-
teers and acknowledged the staff including adminis-
tration, WPS, and board lawyer Lenard Rioth. 

Highlights for the year included approving the 
addition of an American with Disabilities Act-compli-
ant restroom on the main level of the Barn as well as 
an expansion to provide more room for WPS. WIA has 
increased mowing of common areas and included 
the sides of some roads as well. Bush noted that the 
WIA helped School District 38 obtain a Safe Routes to 
School grant by providing matching funds that would 
keep kids safe and be a benefit to residents as well. 
WIA complied with Colorado water law by augment-
ing Lower Twin and Wild Duck ponds while draining 
other ponds. They provided three chipping days at no 
cost to residents as well as grants for fire mitigation. 
For the second year in a row, there is no increase in 
the annual dues thanks to sound fiscal management 
by staff. The reserve fund is well funded and is used to 
cover planned maintenance and replacement of such 
items as vehicles, flooring, etc.

WPS has logged over 13,000 duty hours, driven 
nearly 71,000 miles and done over 12,000 vacation 
checks. WPS provided immediate officer response 
and Sheriff’s Office assists and motorist assists. While 
helping manage traffic in an incident on Highway 
105, a WPS Jeep was totaled, but that probably saved 
the lives of two firefighters who would have been 
hit. WPS had been helping to manage traffic during 
the construction on Deer Creek and Monument Hill 
Road. WPS appreciates the optional contribution they 

that the master plan’s consultants, Houseal-Lavigne 
Associates, would be in town in March and would like 
to interview the Planning Commission on March 19 
ahead of the regular meeting. 

Judy von Ahlefeldt, a long-time resident of Black 
Forest, addressed the commissioners concerning the 
development of the county master plan. She said Col-
orado Springs’ newly adopted comprehensive plan 
was a good example of a plan that follows most of the 
best practices set out in the American Planning As-
sociation’s document “Sustaining Places: Best Prac-
tices for Comprehensive Plans.” Following up, Geb-
hart said the association’s document would be placed 
in the upcoming master plan project folder on the 
county’s online EDARP system to make it accessible. 
https://epcdevplanreview.com/Public/ActiveList/

At the Feb. 19 meeting, Commissioner Sharon 
Friedman was appointed as the primary represen-
tative for the Planning Commission on the steering 
committee for the county master plan. Commissioner 
Tom Bailey was appointed as the alternate. The com-
mitment is expected to be for one meeting a month 
for the next year to 18 months, with the possibility 
that the schedule could become more intensive as the 
county gets closer to adopting the plan. 

Special use request for Black Forest 
equine therapy clinic 

At the Feb. 5 meeting, the commissioners heard a re-
quest for approval of a special use application to op-
erate a commercial stable at 14445 Holmes Road in 
Black Forest. The property is located on the east side 
of Holmes Road and north of Vessey Road. 

Kesti Suggs, the owner of the equine business 
operating on the site, and employee Erika Bakko ex-

plained to the commissioners that the nonprofit cor-
poration, Reigning Hope, provided equine therapy 
activities in an enclosed outdoor arena and adjacent 
sensory trail as part of its occupational therapy offer-
ing to physically and emotionally disadvantaged in-
dividuals. The horses reside at the property. The busi-
ness operates on an appointment basis with parking 
provided in the property’s driveway. Suggs said the 
business was established in Florissant in 2008 and 
moved to its current location to be nearer to clients. 
There are potential plans to add a small indoor arena 
at some point subject to funds being available and a 
building permit being granted. 

The application came about when a code en-
forcement officer, in the area on other business, 
noticed the stables. As the county’s land develop-
ment code makes no allowance for a classification 
of “equine therapy,” the stables were deemed to be a 
commercial stable operating at a residential property. 
As the property is zoned RR-5 (rural residential) and 
only 4.15 acres it was in violation of the code because 
10 acres are required for a commercial stable in this 
zoning district. 

Len Kendall, Planner 1 with Planning and Com-
munity Development, explained the process that the 
owners were now going through to remedy the vio-
lation. He told the commissioners that no violation 
notice was sent out because the property owners and 
business owner began the process to remedy the il-
legal commercial stable use immediately after being 
notified by staff of the issue. The special use applica-
tion was the next step in the process following ap-
proval of a lot variance by the Board of Adjustment in 
June 2018 to approve the smaller lot size. Assuming 

the application was recommended for approval by 
the Planning Commission, it would then be heard by 
the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC). If the 
BOCC approved the application, then a site develop-
ment plan application would follow. 

Property owner Susanne Hoffman stated that she 
was unaware of the violation until it was brought to 
her attention because she had understood the pre-
vious owner had given riding lessons at the site. She 
said that she had received a huge amount of support 
for the business from neighbors. 

Kendall said that of the neighbors notified of the 
application, two had objected. No one spoke in op-
position at the hearing. The Black Forest Land Use 
Committee had responded that it had “no objection 
to this Special Use application and commends the 
applicants for their desire to help disadvantaged and 
handicapped people with this type of horse therapy.” 

Commissioner Sharon Friedmann said she is a 
5-acre lot owner and found herself “a little split on 
this one” because, although she saw it as a very noble 
use, “I can imagine a variety of other noble things 
that would not necessarily fit into my personal view 
of rural residential character.” Commissioner Kevin 
Curry also expressed some concerns but felt that they 
would be addressed by the regulatory process as it 
progressed. 

The vote to recommend the application for ap-
proval was unanimous. It was then heard at the BOCC 
meeting on Feb. 26, where it received unanimous ap-
proval. (See the BOCC article on page 20.)

Helen Walklett can be reached at 
helenwalklett@ocn.me.

Above: On Jan. 28, due to snow closures, the Woodmoor Improvement Association held its annual meeting in 
The Barn instead of the usual location at Lewis-Palmer Middle School. The 2018 board, from right to left, are 
HOA administrator Denise Cagliaro, board members Rich Wretschko, Robert Benjamin, Ed Miller, Bert Jean, 
Peter Bille, Lee Hanson, Brad Gleason, Woodmoor Public Safety Chief Kevin Nielsen and, standing, board 
member Per Suhr looked on as President Brian Bush led the meeting, which included electing the 2019 board 
as well as highlights from the previous year and goals for the current year. Photo by Jackie Burhans.

Woodmoor Improvement Association Annual Meeting, Jan. 28 and Reorganization, Jan. 30

Board reviews 2018, sets goals for 2019 
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Guidelines for letters are on page 31.
Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed 
in Letters to Our Community are the responsibility of 
the letter writers and should not be interpreted as the 
views of OCN even if the letter writer is an OCN vol-
unteer. 

Awake the Lake is alive and well
As a volunteer with Awake the Lake (ATL aka Palmer 
Lake Restoration Project), I am concerned with un-
founded and disparaging remarks directed at our 
grassroots organization. Palmer Lake resident Darcy 
Schoening has recently been spreading outright lies 
about ATL, both on social media and in communica-
tion with Town of Palmer Lake Trustees. We must set 
the record straight.

Through a prior independent accountant’s error, 
unbeknownst to ATL, ATL’s nonprofit tax returns for 
the past three years were filed under an erroneous tax 
ID number. However, thanks to the efforts of a local 
Tri-Lakes CPA, the IRS is in the process of merging 
those files under our correct tax ID number. This ac-
counting error has in no way jeopardized ATL’s tax-
exempt status, nor our not-for-profit mission.

ATL has one purpose: fundraising to improve and 
maintain Palmer Lake and the surrounding parks and 
amenities. We have organized innumerable events 
over the years, raising tens of thousands of dollars, en-
suring that Palmer Lake remains a viable recreational 

amenity to the Tri-Lakes region. Just this fall we raised 
nearly $40,000 through our annual .5K “race,” boost-
ing matching funds necessary for the town’s GOCO 
grant (awarded through ATL efforts) to complete the 
pedestrian bridge over the railroad tracks. Not one 
dime raised by ATL has ever gone into the pockets of 
its volunteers, and our books remain open to all.

I can’t speculate as to Schoening’s motives in 
trying to damage the reputation of a volunteer group 
providing such a public service. Indeed, Schoening 
worked as a volunteer on our .5K event just a few 
months ago. Regardless, it is vital that Palmer Lake, 
and the larger Tri-Lakes region, know that ATL re-
mains a hardworking and viable nonprofit entity, and 
your continued support is both appreciated and tax 
deductible. 
Chris Cummins 
Awake the Lake 

D38 bond election
While I worked in the D38 school district from 2003 
to 2010 as principal of Lewis-Palmer Middle School, 
I just recently moved to Monument. In my brief time 
living here, I have seen and heard a lot of information 
and misinformation. 

Because the recent D38 bond and mill levy elec-
tion was so contentious, I decided I needed to find out 
what is really happening for myself as a taxpayer and 
citizen of Monument, and while doing so, focus on 

kids, education, and fiscal responsibility. Because of 
this, I have attended D38 board meetings and Monu-
ment Academy board meetings. I have done a great 
deal of research on facilities, education, state legisla-
tion, etc. 

I am a conservative, and very much a fiscal con-
servative. It was always important to me to manage 
my school budget responsibly. I don’t like it when my 
tax dollars are wasted, and I felt the responsibility to 
utilize D38 taxpayers’ money to maximize their in-
vestment. To me, that is a basic expectation.

The D38 school board is charged with provid-
ing quality education for all students in a fiscally re-
sponsible manner to taxpayers. That does not mean a 
blank check. It means providing the best opportuni-
ties they can with the resources available. 

I have not always agreed with the decisions made 
by the D38 school board over the past 18 years. I’m 
retired, living on a fixed income. I certainly don’t ap-
preciate how some government entities spend my tax 
money. Although a graduate from Douglas County 
and nearly a lifelong resident of Castle Rock, I voted 
against tax proposals for Douglas County Schools the 
past few years for that very reason. I want to be an in-
formed voter. I will share what I have learned to any-
one who wants to know what the facts are.
Terry Miller

receive as recognition for their vacation checks. 
WIA focuses on covenant compliance over vio-

lations and fees where possible. The largest issues 
have been projects done without Architectural Con-
trol Committee (ACC) approval. Nearly 80 percent of 
projects are approved administratively, of those that 
go to a committee meeting, 98 percent are approved 
as is or changes are suggested. 

2019 objectives
Bush noted that the board sees fire as the single great-
est threat, which is why it continues to support the 
Firewise program, has raised and assessed fines for 
open fires, has encouraged people to mitigate, and 
has provided inspections, forestry experts, and miti-
gation grants. Another three chipping days will be 
done, with one in south Woodmoor. 

The board is committed to developing trails in 
common areas, completing the additions to the Barn, 
and remaining engaged with the Country Club at 
Woodmoor and the North El Paso County Coalition 
of Community Organizations to keep track of local 
development. 

Awards
A Good Neighbor award of a Home Depot gift card 

was given to three couples. Jerry and Ramona Chavez 
were recognized for helping neighbors, inviting them 
to events, lending their lawn tractors, and handyman 
help. Jonathan and Marcy Deeds were recognized 
for their work with Real Alternatives to Drinking and 
Drugs, the YMCA, helping friends and neighbors, in-
volvement with the Cub Scouts and building games 
for the annual Lewis-Palmer Elementary school car-
nival. Gordon and Melinda Reichal were recognized 
for their Random Acts of Kindness organization for 
Woodmoor and Tri-Lakes, collecting food and toys, 
visiting residents at the assisted living center, as well 
as organizing the first responders’ barbecue and set-
ting up a neighborhood watch meeting. 

Lisa Hatfield was awarded the Vincent Elorie out-
standing citizen award, named after a former mem-
ber of the Woodmoor Police Department. Hatfield, 
the managing editor of Our Community News, attends 
and reports on local meetings, has been involved in 
Firewise, and has worked with her church on the 
Black Forest Fire recovery effort. 

Board election and reorganization
Ballots were received by mail and at the meeting by 
League of Women Voters representatives who count-

ed and provided totals to the board on the day after 
the annual meeting. On Jan. 30, the board held a short 
meeting to certify the election results and elect offi-
cers and designate board directors as follows:
• Brian Bush, president
• Peter Bille, vice president
• Bert Jean, secretary and director of Community 

Outreach
• Lee Hanson, treasurer
• Per Suhr, director of Architectural Control
• Rich Wretschko, director of Common Areas
• Tom Smith, director of Covenant Control
• Ed Miller, director of Forestry
• Brad Gleason, director of Public Safety

**********
The WIA Annual Meeting is held each year in January 
at Lewis-Palmer Middle School. The WIA calendar 
can be found at: https://www.woodmoor.org/wia-
calendar/. WIA board meeting minutes can be found 
at: https://www.woodmoor.org/meeting-minutes/ 
once approved and posted.

Jackie Burhans can be reached at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me.

Letters to Our Community

By Bill Kappel
Lots of interesting weather around the region dur-
ing February, with several swings in temperatures 
between cold and mild and a long dry period inter-
rupted by a week and half of unsettled and snowy 
conditions. For the month overall, snowfall was right 
at normal levels, with temperatures ending up slightly 
above normal. 

The first five days of the month were mild and dry, 
with temperatures averaging 15-20 degrees warmer 
than average during the period. Highs reached the 
mid-50s at times with gusty winds off the mountains 
from the west producing the fabled “chinook” wind 
patterns. These winds descend off the mountains, 
warm up, and dry out the atmosphere. 

However, a surge of very cold air moved in start-
ing around 10:30 a.m. on the 6th, with temperatures 
dropping more than 200F in less than 20 minutes. Fog 
and low clouds filled in quickly behind the cold front, 
with snow developing during the early afternoon. 
Temperatures remained well below normal over the 
next two days as well. Overnight lows dropped well 
below zero on the 7th and 8th under clear skies.

Temperatures warmed to around normal levels 
from the 9th through the 12th, with generally quiet 
conditions and mostly clear skies. However, the pat-
tern changed again as westerly winds again developed 
and like earlier in the month produced mild, windy, 
and dry conditions across the region. Temperatures 
again jumped well into the 50s from the 13th through 
the 15th as winds gusted over 70 mph at times west of 
the I-25 corridor.

Once again, this mild, windy weather was ahead 
of a major pattern change as cold and snowy condi-

tions were about to move back in. The first signs of 
change were felt by late morning on the 16th with 
snow showers and graupel falling just before noon, 
then several hours of snow and blowing snow dur-
ing the late afternoon. Temperatures cooled during 
the day, falling from the mid-40s early in the morn-
ing to the singles digits by evening. Temperatures 
remained well below normal from the 16th through 
the 24th. Amazingly, temperatures remained below 
freezing from just after noon on the 16th through just 
after noon on the 22nd. This is a very long period of 
uninterrupted cold weather for us, especially later in 
February. Low temperatures were consistently in the 
single digits above and below zero during the period 
as well. 

Light snow and blowing snow occurred off and 
on each day from the 16th through the 19th, with 4-8 
inches accumulating throughout the region. Dry air 
took over on the 20th and 21st, although tempera-
tures remained well below normal. This was ahead of 
the last push of cold and snow for the month. It was 
associated with a strong, record-setting snow system 
moving down the West Coast and through the desert 
Southwest. 

As this storm turned the corner around the Four 
Corners region, moisture increased in the region. This 
produced a period of heavy snow during the evening 
of the 23rd through the early morning of the 24th. This 
period of snow and wind accumulated 5-10 inches 
of new snow across the area. Temperatures warmed 
slowly the next afternoon, before mild air moved in 
to end the month. Highs reached the upper 40s and 
low 50s from the 25th through the 28th as light west-
erly winds kept cold air just to our east. The cold air 

tried to make a push into the region each evening but 
couldn’t quite make it to locations above 7,000 feet, so 
we stayed on the mild side.

A look ahead
March is known for a wide range of weather condi-
tions in the region. We can see 70° temperatures one 
afternoon and blizzard conditions the next. Many of 
us remember the blizzard of March 2003 when we 
received 30-50 inches of snowfall that shut down the 
region. However, snow that does fall begins to melt 
quickly this time of the year, providing beneficial 
moisture for our plants as we head into spring. 

February 2019 Weather Statistics
Average High   39.2° (-0.6°)
100-year return frequency value max 51.9° min 32.8°
Average Low   12.9° (-0.1°)

100-year return frequency value max 21.9° min 3.7°
Highest Temperature 56° on the 3rd, 13th 
Lowest Temperature -9° on the 7th 
Monthly Precipitation 0.84” 

(-0.10” 10% below normal)
100-year return frequency value max 2.10” min 0.02”
Monthly Snowfall 17.6” 

(-0.1”, 0% below normal)
Season to Date Snow  97.0” 

(+26.5”, 27% above normal) 
Season to Date Precip. 6.08” 

(+1.94”, 31% above normal) 
Heating Degree Days 1067 (+29)
Cooling Degree Days 0
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. 

He can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.

February Weather Wrap
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By Harriet Halbig
March is National Quilting Month, and the Palmer 
Divide Quiltmakers will display their creations in the 
library throughout the month. There will be a display 
of quilt-related books for those who would like to try 
their hand at the craft, and related fiction. The Friends 
of the Library have been saving their donated quilting 
books and will offer them for sale.

The Winter Adult Reading program also contin-
ues until the end of March. Register now to earn priz-
es (including chocolate and a great coffee mug). Read 
your choice of books—no meetings are involved.

Children’s programs
Regularly occurring children’s programs include Sto-
ry Time at 10:30 and 11:15 each Tuesday for children 3 
and up, Toddler Time for 1- and 2-year-olds on Thurs-
days at 9:30 and 10:30, Book Break (a short read-aloud 
session) on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 10:30, 
and Paws to Read (children reading to dogs) on Mon-
day and Wednesday from 4 to 5.

Patrons ages 9 and up are invited to come to the 
library from 2:30 to 4 on Saturday, March 9 to learn 
beginning programming with the fun and interactive 
coding tool, Scratch. We hope to start a Scratch club 

for those who want to learn programming skills. Reg-
istration is required.

There will be a program featuring sand art for kids 
on Friday, March 22 from 4 to 5. We will make sand art 
mandalas and sand-filled dolphin key rings. 

There will be two special programs during spring 
break. The first is Meet a Local Firefighter on Mon-
day, March 25 from 1:30 to 2:30. Firefighters from the 
Colorado Springs Fire Department or Tri-Lakes will 
teach about safety and answer questions. Recom-
mended for ages 3 to 12. On Tuesday, March 26 from 
10:30 to 11:30 there will be a program on Fantastic 
Flight. Learn how airplanes stay in the air and how 
rockets blast off to space. Science Matters will help us 
with the answers to these questions. Recommended 
for ages 6 to 12.

Family programs
Coloring for Everyone will be held on Friday, March 
8 from 4 to 5:30. Join friends and family as we color 
themed coloring sheets at all skill levels. Colored pen-
cils, markers, and gel pens are provided, and you are 
welcome to bring your own as well. Drop in and stay 
as long as you like.

All Ages Knitting meets in the study room each 
Wednesday from 3 to 5. Practice materials are pro-
vided or bring your own project.

Lego Build will meet from 10 to 11:30 on Satur-
day, March 16. Take advantage of our large selection 
of Legos and build to your heart’s content.

Teen and tween programs
See above for descriptions of Coloring for Everyone 
and All Ages Knitting.

The Monument Library Teen Creative Writing 
Group will meet in the study room from 6 to 7:30 on 
Tuesday, March 5. This group for ages 12 to 18 shares 
ideas, does writing exercises, and enjoys tasty snacks.
Members of the Palmer Lake Art Group will offer be-
ginning/intermediate drawing classes on Thursday, 
March 7 from 1:30 to 3:30 and on Thursday, March 21 

from 1:30 to 3:30. These classes are for individuals 16 
and up. Bring paper, but pencils and erasers will be 
provided. Registration is required.

Is math a challenge for you? Each Monday from 
3:30 to 7:00 come to the library for free tutoring by 
experienced adult tutors. AfterMath follows the D-38 
calendar and will not be offered on March 25 dur-
ing spring break. This service is offered at all levels of 
math.

The Paper Tiger Origami Club will meet from 
4:15 to 5:30 on Friday, March 15. Come learn a new 

Above: Works by the Palmer Divide Quiltmakers 
will be featured in the library during March. Photo by 
Harriet Halbig.

Palmer Lake Lantern Festival 
benefitted whom?

I am a Palmer Lake resident and purchased two lan-
terns from Dex’s Diner for the Lantern Festival held 
at Palmer Lake earlier this winter. Unfortunately, we 
were unable to attend due to poor weather. However, 
we purchased the lanterns based on representations 
that the proceeds would be going to the town and sup-

port fundraising efforts for completion of the pedes-
trian bridge over the railroad tracks. The talk around 
town now is that the town has not seen any of the 
funds raised, nor has the Awake Palmer Lake commit-
tee, whom I understand is involved in the bridge proj-
ect. What gives? How can an event be billed as chari-
table, and then none of the money raised actually be 
donated? I have spoken with folks at Awake Palmer 
Lake and was told that while they did not participate 

in the event, they too were told that proceeds would 
be for the bridge project. I feel misled, let down, and 
ripped off. 
Jacinda Nelson

Editor’s note: This topic was addressed at the Feb. 14 
Palmer Lake Town council meeting. See the article on 
page 16.
■

March Library Events

Display of quilts and continuation of Winter Adult Reading

By the staff at Covered Treasures
“If you don’t like to read, you haven’t found the right 

book.”—J.K. Rowling
“Books are a uniquely portable magic.”—Stephen 

King
Here are some spring break “portable magic” sugges-
tions for in the car, on a plane, or at home.

The Story Collector: A New York Public Library 
Book (Story Collector #1)
By Kristin O’Donnell Tubb (Henry 
Holt & Co.) $16.99
This historical novel is inspired by 
the real life of Viviani Joffre Fedel-
er, born and raised in the New York 
Public Library. Eleven-year-old 
Viviani, her older brothers, and 
her best friend Eva try to solve two 
big mysteries: Is the library haunt-
ed? And what happened to the ex-
pensive new stamp collection?

A Drop of Hope
By Keith Calabrese (Scholastic Press) $16.99
A well. A wish. And a little drop of hope. Times are 
tough. Jobs are scarce and miracles are in short sup-
ply. But something strange is happening in If Only, 
Ohio. An old well has suddenly, impossibly, begun 
to grant wishes. And three sixth-graders are the only 
ones who know why. As more wishes are made, the 
well’s true secret gets harder and harder to keep. 

Inkling
By Kenneth Oppel (Alfred A. Knopf) $17.99
The Rylance family is stuck. Dad’s got writer’s block. 

Ethan promised to illustrate a group project at school, 
even though he can’t draw. Sarah’s still pining for a 
puppy. And they all miss Mom. Enter Inkling. Inkling 
begins life in Mr. Rylance’s sketchbook. But one night 
the ink of his drawings runs together and then leaps 
off the page. This small burst of creativity is about to 
change everything. 

Ronan Boyle and the Bridge of Riddles
By Thomas Lennon (Amulet Books) $17.99
Fourteen-year-old Ronan Boyle is the youngest and 
lowliest recruit to the secret Garda, an Irish police 
force that handles the misdeeds of numerous magi-
cal creatures. Ronan’s parents are in jail, but Ronan 
is convinced that they were framed, and he’s deter-
mined to prove their innocence. To show he’s got 
what it takes, he’ll have to confront a fiery leprechaun, 
a sinister harpy, and a whole world of monsters hid-
den in plain sight next to real-life Ireland. Fast-paced, 
action-packed, and completely hilarious, this is the 
start to an exciting new middle-grade series by actor 
and writer Thomas Lennon. 

A Map of Days (Miss Peregrine’s Peculiar Children 
#4)
By Ransom Riggs (Dutton Books) $22.99
Having defeated the monstrous threat that nearly 
destroyed the peculiar world, Jacob Portman is back 
where his story began. Except now Miss Peregrine, 
Emma, and their peculiar friends are with him and 
doing their best to blend in. But carefree days of 
beach visits and “normalling” lessons are soon inter-
rupted by the discovery of a subterranean bunker that 
belonged to Jacob’s grandfather, Abe. Clues to Abe’s 
double life as a peculiar operative start to emerge and 

Jacob begins to learn about the legacy he has inher-
ited.

Immoral Code
By Lillian Clark (Alfred A. Knopf) $17.99
Five teens with bright futures are determined to hack 
into one billionaire absentee father’s company to steal 
tuition money. Bellamy is a physics genius admitted 
to MIT, but the student loan she’d been counting on 
is denied when it turns out the father who abandoned 
her, who she’s never known, turns out to be a billion-
aire. This fast-paced debut is a hilarious and thought-
provoking Robin Hood story for the 21st century. At 
its heart, this is a story of friendship and loyalty, and 
the lengths they would go to support one of their own.

Incredible Puzzles: 150+ Timed Puzzles to Test Your 
Skill
By Elizabeth Golding (B.E.S. Publishing) $12.99
This jumbo book is jam-packed with puzzles, includ-
ing dot-to-dot, mazes, picture puzzles, and spot-the-
difference puzzles. There are time challenges with 
each one, so kids can try to beat the rest of the best. 
The only question is ... are they up to the test? En-
courage them to say yes, and tell them to get ready for 
hours of stimulating fun. Watch the intensity build as 
puzzles start easy but get harder along the way. Puz-
zles will challenge kids (answers are in the back) and 
get them racing to solve each one. Color them in, too!

Until next month, happy reading.
The Covered Treasures staff can be reached at 

books@ocn.me.

Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore

Children’s and teens’ spring break suggestions
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By Sigi Walker
On Feb. 21, the Palmer Lake Historical Society heard 
the unusual story of “Poker Alice”—the adventurous, 
religious, cigar-smoking woman gambler who never 
played cards on Sunday.

Dressed in a costume reflecting the Victorian era 
in which Poker Alice made her living, Liz Duckworth 
made the story come alive. Telling the tale by having 
an audience member pick one of four aces represent-
ing four aspects of Poker Alice’s life, Liz took the au-
dience back to the mining boomtowns of Colorado, 
New Mexico, and South Dakota during the 1880s and 
1890s.

After the death of her young mining engineer 
husband, Frank Duffield, in Lake City, Colo., Alice was 
faced with difficult circumstances, especially how to 
pay rent and food without her husband’s income. But 
Alice was educated, had a good head for figures and 
was able to “count cards.” Employment opportunities 
for young women in the West in the 1870s were limit-
ed. There weren’t even enough families with children 

in Lake City for there to be a school. 
And so, Alice began to make her living 
as a professional gambler—a woman 
in a man’s world.

Alice Ivers Duffield Tubbs Huck-
ert married twice more during her 
lifetime, outliving both of these hus-
bands. During this time, she changed 
her attire from the latest fashion to 
military-type clothes and a World War 
I campaign hat.

Over her lifetime, Poker Alice 
enjoyed financial success, with fine 
clothes and trips by train or stage-
coach to distant places. She also en-
dured very lean times, especially when 
living on her ranch outside of Sturgis, 
S.D. Her final gamble was having sur-
gery for gallstones, from which she 
did not recover. She died at the age of 
79 in 1930 and is buried in Sturgis.

**********
Mark your calendars for Thursday, 
March 21, when the Historical Soci-
ety will present Oh, the Rock Island 
Line! by Mike and Sigi Walker, PLHS 
volunteers and railroad history en-
thusiasts. Hear the story of the Rock 
Island Railroad in the Pikes Peak 
area, including its “ups and downs,” 
some surprising “firsts,” and the 
unique AB6 locomotive that brought 
the Rocky Mountain Rocket from Li-
mon to Colorado Springs. The venue 
is the Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. The event begins 
at 6:30 p.m. Palmer Lake Historical 
Society events and programs are free 
and open to all. ■

Above: Liz Duckworth as 
Poker Alice later in life. 
Photo by Su Ketchmark.

design each month. Open to adults and teens of all 
skill levels. All materials are provided. Registration is 
preferred but not required.

Celebrate Pi Day on Wednesday, March 20 by 
learning to make some simple, no-bake pies. Food 
waiver required. Please advise the library staff of any 
allergies in advance. Registration is required. The pro-
gram is open to ages 12 to 18.

The Teen Arts and Crafts program on Wednesday, 
March 27 from 4 to 5:30 is piggy banks. All supplies 
are provided. Get ready to save money with a per-
sonalized piggy bank that you paint, decorate, and 
assemble. Snacks will be provided. This program is 
open to ages 9 to 15 and registration is required.

The Monument Library Anime Club will meet 
from 5 to 6:30 on Thursday, March 28. Share anime 
with other people who love it too. We will watch vid-
eos (nothing rated above TV-14) and enjoy snacks. 
Help shape the anime club for future months. 

Adult programs
Regularly occurring adult programs include Socrates 
Café on Tuesdays from 1 to 3 and Senior Chats on 
Wednesdays from 10 to noon. No registration is re-
quired for these groups. Free beginner yoga classes 

are offered on Thursdays from noon to 1.
See above for descriptions of Coloring for Every-

one, All Ages Knitting, Paper Tiger Origami and Palm-
er Lake Art Group drawing classes.

The Life Circles writing group meets on the first 
and third Monday of the month (March 4 and 18) to 
write about memories of life experiences. This sup-
portive group provides discipline, inspiration, and 
structure to help you meet your writing goals. No reg-
istration required.

The Monumental Bookworms book group will 
meet from 7 to 8:30 on Tuesday, March 12 to discuss 
The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah. This monthly 
group is open to all.

The Monumental Readers will meet from 10 to 
noon on Friday, March 15 to discuss How the Garcia 
Girls Lost their Accents by Julia Alvarez. All are wel-
come and no registration is required. 

Do you think you know your literature? Test your 
knowledge at our Literary Trivia event! Come to the 
library from 1 to 2:30 on Friday, March 15. We’ll pro-
vide the trivia and you bring the competition. This 
program is part of our Winter Adult Reading Program. 

Becky Elder will present a class on edible garden-

ing on Saturday, March 16 from 12:30 to 1:30.
Come to the library on Monday, March 25 from 

3:30 to 5 to create a no-sew St. Patrick’s Day pillow of 
canvas and felt. Registration required.

The History Buffs will meet from 1:30 to 3:30 on 
Wednesday, March 27. This year’s topic of discussion 
is the Age of Exploration. No registration is required.
The Monument Library Spinning Group will meet 
from 1:30 to 3:45 on Thursday, March 28.

Palmer Lake Library events
The Palmer Lake Book Group meets at 9 a.m. on the 
first Friday of each month.

Family Story Time at Palmer Lake is on Wednes-
days at 10:30. Toddler Time is on Fridays at 10:30.

Come to the library at 10:30 on Saturday, March 
16 to enjoy a special puppet show: Fractured Fairy 
Tale starring Piggy Rae. 

The spring break program at Palmer Lake is Meet 
a Colorado State Patrol Officer on Wednesday, March 
27 at 10:30. The State Patrol officer will answer ques-
tions and introduce your child to our vital community 
helpers. A patrol car will be on location if available.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

By Elizabeth Hacker
Nothing signals spring for a birder than the calls of 
sandhill cranes flying overhead. While it may not feel 
like spring, sandhill cranes have begun their long mi-
gration to their nesting grounds. 

Sandhill cranes are believed to be the oldest liv-
ing bird, having existed for more than 9 million years 
in their present form. Every year, like clockwork, 
nearly 20,000 sandhill cranes descend on Colorado’s 
scenic San Luis Valley for a six-week stopover to rest 
and refuel before continuing their northward spring 
migration. The town of Monte Vista and the Friends 
of the San Luis Valley Refuge host an annual festival to 
celebrate the crane’s return. This year marks the 36th 
year for this festival, which takes place March 8-10. 

During spring and fall migration, occasionally 
one or two cranes may be reported here. Generally, 
when individual cranes are seen, they have fallen out 
of a flock due to bad weather or injury. The advantage 
of viewing cranes in their natural habitat, such as the 
Monte Vista Wildlife Refuge, provides an opportunity 
to observe flocks of birds and possibly see their ele-
gant courting displays. 

Characteristics
The sandhill crane is a large bird, measuring up to 5 
feet tall with wings spanning an impressive 6 to 7 feet. 
It has a long neck and long legs. Its body feathers are 
brownish-gray, its neck is white, and both the adult 
male and female have a distinctive red crown patch. 
Often cranes are confused with the great-blue heron, 
but they are separate species and not related. 

The best way to differentiate a crane from a her-
on is to compare their necks. A crane’s neck is a little 
shorter than the heron’s and a crane holds its neck 
straight, whereas the heron neck will typically have 
a curve. In flight, a crane’s neck will stick straight 
out while a heron’s will always be tucked into an “S” 

curve. Cranes also have shorter beaks. If not in flight, 
a crane will always be found standing or walking on 
the ground. A heron is often seen roosting in a tree. 
Because of its foot structure, a crane cannot grasp a 
branch, so roosting in a tree would be an impossibil-
ity. 

The sandhill crane has a distinctive and loud bu-
gling call that can be heard from a quite a distance. 
While flying, the cranes continually vocalize to keep 
the flock together. I often I hear them flying over but 
rarely see them.

Diet
Sandhill cranes are omnivores and feed in open 
grasslands and shallow marshes. Their diet consists 
primarily of seeds and cultivated grains but also in-
clude berries, tubers, and small vertebrates and in-
vertebrates including grasshoppers, mice, snakes, 
and frogs.

Mating and nesting 
Cranes may begin mating as early as 2, but often wait 
until 5 years of age. They choose a mate based on 
elaborate courtship displays. Courting cranes stretch 
their wings, pump their heads, bow, and leap into the 
air in a graceful and energetic dance. If they like what 
they see and are compatible, they choose a mate for 
life. If one mate dies, the surviving mate will try to at-
tract another mate, and if successful, may return to 
the same nest.

As flocks of cranes arrive to their nesting region, 
pairs will separate from the flock to select a site to build 
their nest. Prime nesting sites are located in bogs with 
vegetation for cover, but nests also are found in less 
desirable open grasslands. Available materials such 
as cattails are used to construct a mound nest about 6 
inches in height and 3 feet in width. 

The female lays up to three eggs, and once all the 
eggs have been laid, the pair takes turns incubating 
them for about a month. Eggs hatch within hours of 
each other. The chicks are precocial, meaning that 
once hatched, the chicks can walk, feed themselves, 
and leave the nest. 

In about a month after hatching, the chicks will 
have grown to the size of an adult but will stay with 
their parents for about 10 months learning to fly and 
forage for food. Nesting season is short in the Arctic, 
and sandhill cranes endure harsh conditions where 
predators such as foxes, raccoons, gulls, and hawks 
prey on chicks and injured adults. Crane families will 
soon rejoin the safety of the flock to prepare for fall 
migration, which begins in end of July. 

Conservation
According to the North American Breeding Bird Sur-
vey, the sandhill crane population increased by about 
4.5 percent per year from 1966 to 2014. Because many 
states have worked to preserve habitat, the popula-

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Sandhill crane (Antigone canadensis)

Above: Sandhill crane. Photo by Elizabeth Hacker

Palmer Lake Historical Society, Feb. 21

“Poker Alice” was dealt good cards and bad
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By Janet Sellers
Engaging in art at any age offers fun, stimulation, new 
experiences, and more, because the creative part of 
us restores and rejuvenates our mind and our body 
through the pleasant, enjoyable activities that view-
ing art and making art provide. We meet new people, 
make new friends through engaging in art and arts 
events. For most, it can be a fun hobby, and it can be a 
fun side job as well. 

Making art helps connect the whole mind from 
abstract imagination to tangible works. Inspiring 
youths to do art—especially outside of school time 
free of any pressure of grades—serves them lifelong, 
giving confidence for communication visually in pre-
sentations for simple or complex issues and projects. 

Saving the planet through the arts
I’ve been active in conservation through the arts for 
decades, teaching children and adults alike about 
wildlife and protecting nature. It is inspiring to learn 
about wildlife, especially wetlands habitat, which 
is the barometer of the Earth’s health. The arts con-
tribute greatly to conservation in the United States. 
Billions of dollars are earned, and U.S. wetlands are 
bought up and protected via sales of the Federal Duck 
stamps required for hunters and chosen via a wildlife 
art competition each year. 

The Federal Junior Duck Stamp is an American 
art competition sponsored by the U.S. government for 
students to draw or paint a duck realistically. The na-
tional winner’s design is used to create a stamp that is 
sold to raise funds for environmental education. The 
Junior Duck Stamp design contest opens up learning 
activities linked to biological sciences, visual and lan-
guage arts, and math. Educating young people and 
encouraging stewardship at the local level are criti-
cal steps toward achieving widespread waterfowl and 
wetland conservation and restoration.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service says in its pro-
spectus, “North America’s fish and wildlife belong to 
all of us, and we rely on state, tribal, and federal agen-
cies to watch over them. In North America, fish and 
wildlife are part of the public trust. This means that it 
is our responsibility to manage and take care of them 
and the places where they live.”

Our U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is one govern-
ment agency that manages natural resources, and 
they rely on us, the public, for involvement and sup-
port in turn. The more we understand about our liv-
ing natural resources, the better we can enjoy and 
help protect them. Art is a valuable resource for that 
involvement in terms of education and financial sup-

port.
Photography show

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts presents the Visions of 
Light photography show, which runs through April 
26. Its mission is to challenge photographers to go 
beyond producing a technically correct photographic 
image and demonstrate their use and control of light 
to help define the subject. 304 Highway 105, Palmer 
Lake.

Janet Sellers is an artist and writer. She teaches draw-
ing and painting to all ages at her local art studios, 

and her public art sculptures are on view in Colorado 
cities and parks. Contact her about local art: 

janetsellers@ocn.me

Above: Art students Ayanna Lawrence, left, and 
Aaron Lange learn the vital importance of wetlands 
habitat and the beauty of waterfowl as they practice 
their art to create entries for the Federal Junior Duck 
Stamp design contest. The artwork is essentially a 
term paper with art as the medium of expression 
to report about protecting wetlands habitat and 
creatures. The contest is open to students k-12; more 
information about the contest is available at www.
fws.gov. Photos courtesy of Lawrence’s and Lange’s 
parents. Left: Art student Rocksann Boardman works 
on her watercolor painting of a local scene of a red 
fox in February at Southwinds Gallery’s Fox Run Art 
Studio. Learning about wildlife and habitat through 
art is intriguing and fun for all ages, and offers an in-
depth understanding of the complexity and beauty of 
where we live. Photo by Janet Sellers.

High Altitude Nature and Gardening (HANG)

Indian Science: Using native wisdom can help save the world
By Janet Sellers

In the 1960s, we didn’t know to call it Indian Science, 
but for all my childhood summers, we were willing 
volunteers and my family helped plant and steward 
CSA (Citizen Supported Agriculture) nature farms. 
With the forest as model, we enriched the soil with 
leaf composting methods. Our Nature Farming CSA 
group was on a mission to grow food with Mother Na-
ture’s wisdom guiding us away from massive chemi-
cal use. At age 11, I won a contest for the most hand-
picked snails, but farm ducks sure could have helped 
clear more slugs and snails!

Here in our area, we have a wealth of Native 
American sacred sites hidden in plain sight. The cul-
turally modified trees and rock forms exemplify the 
hundreds if not thousands of years of the highly suc-
cessful stewardship found in traditional Native Amer-
ican wisdom. Efforts in returning to the abundant 
wisdom of nature are now on the rise worldwide and 
show success for commercial organic farms, CSA, and 
home gardens. The wisdom of nature has been cre-
ating the planet since it started, and Mother Nature 
teaches us if we are willing to learn from her.

Organic gardening methods include animal 
helpers. A family of barn owls can eat as many as 
3,000 rodents in one nesting season. Besides their 
vermin victories, owls are fun to watch using night-
vision goggles or a closed-circuit camera nesting box. 

Traditional old timey farmers have used barn owns 
as integrated pest management working with nature 
for hundreds of years. Foxes, ermine, hawks, eagles, 
and other animals living in our own backyard, includ-
ing feral and house cats, also help control the vermin 
populations. Pheromones in predators’ feet inhibit 
vermin returns, too. But killing vermin with poisons 
tragically kills our naturally helpful wildlife, poisons 
our water, pets, and children playing outside, perme-
ates our water and land, and gets into the foods in our 
gardens. Scary!

[Hip hip] array! Nature and science trivia 
1. Kids help save the world: Twelve years ago at 

age 9, Felix Finkbeiner of Germany started his 
quest to plant a million trees. Today, the group 
he founded for kids (and other humans), Plant-
for-the-planet.org along with the UN’s Billion 
Tree campaign has planted nearly 14 billion 
trees in more than 130 nations. Global refores-
tation could capture 25 percent of global an-
nual carbon emissions and create wealth in the 
Southern Hemisphere.

2. Trees trigger rain: A new study by NASA JPL’s 
Carol Rasmussen gives evidence that the south-
ern Amazon rainforest triggers its own rainy 
season using water vapor from plant leaves, 
helping explain why deforestation is linked with 
reduced rainfall. 

3. Green again: The magical dandelion is a super-
food for humans and animals from root to leaf 
to flower. Dandelions also help recreate safe 
soils in ruined deforested areas and habitats, 
and save us from our toxic mistakes such as oil-
sands, by hosting symbiotic fungi that eat min-
ing leftovers. The fungi eat these petrochemicals 
and turn them into a mixture of carbon dioxide 
and water, and the dandelion can then grow, 
providing soil restoration as well as food. Weeds 
as food help biodiverse reforestation, rebuilding 
soils for the forests that generate rainfall.

Free garden plants
At Monument Community Garden, we’re planning a 
plant exchange this spring. Just plant your seeds and 
share some plants! Start your seeds indoors now in 
pots, egg cartons or eggshell halves and let’s trade. 
Windowsill greens and closet flowers favoring dark-
ness for germination are perfect candidates. For de-
tails and high altitude, snowy springtime tips, visit my 
info cache: www.Facebook.com/monumentcommu-
nitygarden.

 Janet Sellers is a writer, artist and ethno ecologist pos-
ing as a nature-led lazy gardener offering talks and 
garden workshops for successful gardening in local 

mountain/forest climes. janetsellers@ocn.me.

tion is healthy and growing. The Rowe Sanctuary 
near Kearney, Neb. is a good example of how farmers, 
ranchers, local communities, and conservationists 
have worked together to enhance and protect sand-

hill crane habitat and, in return, have realized an eco-
nomic benefit from their investment as thousands of 
people travel to Nebraska each spring to observe this 
amazing bird.

Elizabeth Hacker can be reached at 
elizabethhacker@ocn.me.

Art Matters

Imagination, freedom, and billion-dollar ducks
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Left: Volunteers for the Paws 
N Hooves Black Forest Animal 
Sanctuary held a special pet 
adoption fundraiser Feb. 9, 
sponsored by the Monument 
Wag N Wash. They will hold 
meet-and-greet events every 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. for people to meet and 
adopt dogs or learn about the 
sanctuary and foster programs. 
Animals needing homes are 
dogs, horses, puppies, cats, 
kittens, rabbits, and more. 
The adoptable pets have been 
carefully vetted, observed, 
tested, and trained and are 
ready for their forever homes. 
The sanctuary is also in need 
of food donations such as hay, 
dog food, cat food, as well as 

foster families to help socialize and keep the animals in a loving home while they 
are up for adoption. More information is at www.bfasfarm.org, or contact them at 
PawsnHoovesRescue@gmail.com, office: 719-494-0158. Photo by Janet Sellers.

Above: On Jan. 30, Monument Academy (MA) discussed the assessments it ad-
ministers and how it uses the data. Assessment Coordinator Marty Venticinque 
described his role as facilitating assessments while minimizing impact on instruc-
tional time by improving efficiency through upgraded infrastructure. He described 
diagnostic and standardized assessments required for all public schools. Some 
are used directly to drive instruction, some are adaptive to student performance, 
some are standardized for all students, and some are aligned to state standards. 
Teachers have expressed concern that very low participation on some tests and 
delayed results make it difficult to inform instruction. Venticinque noted that it would 
be helpful if kids who did take the tests would try their best. Principal Elizabeth 
Davis noted that MA coordinates with the Lewis-Palmer School District by opting 
into early reading assessment in order to access grant funds. She also stated that 
MA has a moral obligation to ensure kids are reading and to provide intervention 
services. She described her role in maintaining the reliability and validity of assess-
ment results by maintaining the testing calendar. For more information, including 
information on assessment refusal, see http://bit.ly/ma-assess. Photo by Jackie 
Burhans.

Amateur radio exam, Feb. 2

State of Tri-Lakes, Feb. 1

Snapshots of Our Community

Above: On Jan. 26, the Monument Hill Kiwanis Club (MHKC) presented a 
$50,000.01 check to Erin and David Kauffman of The Salvation Army for the Pikes 
Peak region. Every year the men and women of MHKC deliver over 700 hours of 
bell ringing at local businesses at no cost to the Salvation Army. Families, churches, 
students, the Boy Scouts, the Northgate Community Service Group, and the high 
school Kiwanis Key Club and middle school Builders Club members assisted 
MHKC. MHKC thanks the citizens of the Tri-Lakes community for its kindness and 
generosity. Pictured from left are David Kaufman, Quin Robinson, Erin Kaufman, 
MHKC Red Kettle Project Manager Mark Zeiger, MHKC President Larry Young, 
and MHKC Director of Member Recognition Ron Mangiarelli. Quin, a high school 
student, was given special recognition for serving 23 one-hour shifts this year. 
Though not a member of the MHKC, Quin set an example of unselfish service. 
Photo by Warren Gerig.

Right: The Tri-
Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce held its 
annual state of the 
Tri-Lakes region 
luncheon on Feb. 1 
at Great Wolf Lodge. 
Several people 
spoke at the event, 
including Monument 
Mayor Don Wilson, 
Palmer Lake Mayor 
John Cressman, and 
District 3 County 
Commissioner Stan 
VanderWerf. New 
District 1 County 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Holly Williams is 
pictured here telling 
the audience about 
some great I-25 
Gap communication 
tips. The tips include 
texting I25GAP to 
21000 for text alerts 
about the project. She also described a free new app in El Paso County called 
EPCCitizenConnect that provides up-to-date information on the Gap project. 
Photo by Allison Robenstein. See page 28 for information about CitizenConnect.

Above: Twenty-five students were successful in passing their ham radio exam, 
qualifying for either a new license or an upgraded license on Feb. 2 at the 
Monument library. The event was an FCC exam session for amateur (ham) radio 
licenses, administered by the Tri-Lakes Monument Radio Association. Volunteer 
ham operators can provide non-commercial emergency communications during 
time of manmade or natural disasters. For more information on the association, see 
w0tlm.com. Photo by Bob Witte.

Red kettle bell ringers collect $50K MA presents assessments, Jan. 30

Above: On Feb. 7, the Colorado Department of Transportation hosted a community 
meeting on the I-25 South Gap project at The Barn in Woodmoor. Stations were set 
up with information about various aspects of the project including timelines, how 
express lanes function, project funding, project phases, and alternative commuting 
options. Representatives from the general contractor Kraemer NA answered 
questions and demonstrated the technology they use to monitor conditions in the 
Gap and provide real-time construction and traffic information on portable electronic 
signs. Photo by Jackie Burhans.

I-25 gap open house, Feb. 7
Paws N Hooves meet & greet, Feb. 9



Page 27Saturday, March 2, 2019

In destructive wildfires, at-risk communities that have re-
duced the number of flammable trees and shrubs survive 
with much less damage, but neighborhoods that have not 
managed the number of trees are devastated. Red Rock 
Ranch (RRR) is one of seven communities across the coun-
try selected as a National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
Firewise USA Site of Excellence, which teaches people how 
to adapt to living with wildfire. 

After consulting extensively with the Colorado State 
Forest Service and Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection Dis-

trict beginning in 2017, the RRR Firewise Committee has a well-coordinated wild-
fire safety effort in progress, including fuels reduction for 70 homes and counting, 
wildfire assessments of nearly 40 homes, two community meetings, door-to-door 
distribution of information, and getting feedback from residents.

A new regular Firewise habit—regularly scheduled neighborhood slash col-
lection and chipping days, has gotten additional support from the Coalition for 
the Upper South Platte crew and chipper and the Tri-Lakes United Methodist 
Church’s Emergency Preparedness Group. 

When individual homeowners go it alone, they protect their homes, but when 
the community works as one, the intangible things that brought residents to the 
woods in the first place, the beauty and sense of community, survive as well.

For information about obtaining Firewise USA recognition or Community 
Wildfire Protection Plans, contact Forester Dave Root, Colorado State Forest Ser-
vice (CSFS) Woodland Park Field Office, at (719) 687-2921. The Red Rock Ranch 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan is available on the CSFS website at: https://
csfs.colostate.edu/wildfire-mitigation/colorado-community-wildfire-protection-
plans/. Photo by Dave Betzler.

Left: From left are Dave Root, 
assistant district forester, Colora-
do State Forest Service, Wood-
land Park District, and Linda 
Rollins of Black Forest Together. 
At the Black Forest Fire Depart-
ment, Station 1, on Feb. 12, Jen-
nifer Cowan of Black Forest To-
gether Inc. presented findings of 
the 2013 Black Forest Fire and 
discussed ways to mitigate and 
restore properties in the Black 
Forest community. Residents 
also received guidance from 
Root and Rollins. Resident Chris 
Ferguson shared her experience 
as a donor to The Trees 4 Tomor-

row program. The transplant program moves trees from donor properties in the 
Black Forest area to properties in need of reforestation. In 2018, Trees 4 Tomor-
row transplanted 1,032 trees around Black Forest. For additional information, visit: 
BlackForestTogether.org or contact: Black Forest Together, 11460 Black Forest 

Rd, Colorado Springs, CO 80908, phone: 719-495-2445 or email: resourcecenter@
blackforesttogether.org. Photo and caption by Natalie Barszcz. 

By Jackie Burhans
On Feb. 9, School District 38 held 
its 13th annual chess tournament at 
Lewis-Palmer Elementary School. 
Steve Waldman, who runs the event, 
said there were 117 chess players at 
this event, which is the second-largest 
school district tournament in the state. 
The event benefits from the support of 
many teachers and staff members from 
a number of the schools in the district. 
Key Club members from Lewis-Palmer 
and Palmer Ridge High Schools vol-
unteered at the events. The event was 

open to all kids who live in the school 
district at all grade levels, including 
charter and homeschooled kids. 
Kids sit at tables as parents observe 
from the side, and the students work 
out their issues or ask a referee to me-
diate. Students learn good sportsman-
ship, concentration and competition. 
Award winners were recognized at the 
Feb. 11 school board meeting. See the 
D38 article on page 1.

Jackie Burhans can be contacted at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me

Black Forest Together, Feb. 12

RRR: Firewise Site of Excellence

Above: (left) Caleb Landrum makes his first move. (right) Ana De Angelis enjoys 
learning to play chess along with her third-place win. Below: Kids play and resolve 

issues with the help of a referee while parents watch from the sideline. Photos by 
Jackie Burhans

D38 hosts 13th annual chess tournament, Feb. 9

Palmer Lake enjoys Winterfest

On a sunny but cold Sunday, Feb. 9, Palmer Lake held its annual Winterfest with 
free ice skating and hot dogs. The event, which included a silent auction, benefitted 
Glen Park playground. Skaters clung to one another or skated on their own over 
the ice-covered lake. Several bonfires were built and maintained by the local Fire 
Department to stave off the chilly temperatures. Photo by Allison Robenstein.

Human trafficking awareness
Left: From left, OCN vol-
unteers John Howe and 
Sharon Williams, speaker 
Molly Griffiths, a represen-
tative for Truckers Against 
Trafficking (TAT), and Sister 
Rose Ann Barman, OSB of 
Benet Hill Monastery, chat 
before human trafficking 
awareness talks began at 
Library 21c on Feb. 11. This 
talk, “Protecting Our Pre-

cious Cargo,” one in a four-part series, covered transportation agencies with an 
overview about TAT and “Recognizing and reporting human trafficking,” sponsored 
by the Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery in Black Forest. Experts say that human traf-
ficking is modern-day slavery and is expected to overtake illegal drug activity as 
the top illicit crime worldwide with nearly 21 million victims annually in what is a $32 
billion industry. The internet and social media are fueling the rapid growth by luring 
victims with various promises of attention, affection, job offers, and false promises. 
People can call 911 to report suspected trafficking, reporting vital information such 
as descriptions of the people, vehicles, and license plates. The talks emphasized 
that there would be no slave industry without buyers, which is the root of the prob-
lem. Legislation is underway to convict the buyers of such services as well as those 
selling human beings for sex or labor or both. Photo by Janet Sellers.
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By Judy Barnes, Events Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the information number for that event.

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club’s 2019 
grant process, apply by Mar. 15

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club’s (TLWC) grant application for 
2019 is available online until Mar. 15 on the TLWC website, 
www.tlwc.net/a-tradition-of-philanthropy/grant-awards. 
The application package includes instructions and other 
important qualifying information. Eligible organizations 
include nonprofit and public service organizations as well 
as public schools that serve the Tri-Lakes area. Special pro-
gram and project requests are welcomed.

In 2018, TLWC awarded nearly $45,000 in grants. Re-
cipients included the Monument Police Department, the 
Palmer Lake Fire Department, Tri-Lakes Cares, and numer-
ous District 38 schools. Since 1977, the organization grant-
ed over $940,000 to nonprofit, public service, and public 
education programs through fundraising efforts.

TLWC was named the 2017 Non-Profit of the Year by 
the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce. Go to www.tlwc.net 
to join or click on the donate button to help make a differ-
ence.

Kiwanis Coolest St. Patty’s Dog Contest, 
vote by Mar. 20

Help fight youth suicide by voting online, $1 per vote. Enter 
your dog at https://monumenthillkiwanis.org. See ad on 
page 15.

Monument Hill Kiwanis grants, 
apply Apr. 1-May 15

The Monument Hill Foundation, the charitable arm of the 
Monument Hill Kiwanis Club, has an annual granting pro-
gram. Grants are awarded to charities as defined by the IRS, 
to various qualifying youth activities, and to schools for 
various educational activities and scholarships. Applica-
tions will be accepted April 1 through May 15. The grant 
application is available at www.monumenthillkiwanis.org/
forms/mhf_grants. See ad on page 12.

Tri-Lakes Y Youth Spring Sports, register now
Practices begin April 1 for indoor/outdoor soccer, volley-
ball, and flag football. Financial assistance is available. Reg-
ister at www.ppymca.org or at the Y, 17250 Jackson Creek 
Parkway, Monument. 

Lewis-Palmer School District Hall of Fame, 
nominations accepted through Apr. 19

The community is invited to nominate a person who has 
made significant, ongoing contributions to the excellence 
of D-38 schools. More information and nomination forms 
are posted at www.lewispalmer.org under the Community 
tab. See ad on page 14.

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club’s 
Spring into Vintage, Apr. 28-29

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club began its popular Pine Forest An-
tique Show in 1977, bringing its annual bake sale into that 
event. The Pine Forest show grew so much that the event 
had to move from the middle school to the high school in 
1986. In the late ‘90s, the club added the home & garden 
element, which began with the sale of geraniums only, and 
invited vendors offering additional items for the home that 
weren’t antiques. In 2015, it added an emphasis on artists. 
Last year the club invited a couple of vintage vendors and 
quickly realized this is the future now. So in 2019, it is in-
cluding more vintage, calling the event Spring into Vintage. 
The show will be at Lewis-Palmer High School from 10 a.m. 
to 5 pm. Apr. 27 and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Apr. 28. Tickets are 
$6 at the door. All proceeds from the show benefit nonprof-
its and public schools in the Tri-Lakes area. The Tri-Lakes 
Women’s Club has given almost $1 million to aid local 

schools and charities. For more information on the club, go 
to www.tlwc.net.

MVEA board nominations open, 
apply by Apr. 29

The board election will take place during the annual meet-
ing June 13. There is a vacancy in District 3, which includes 
a portion of the Black Forest. If you are interested in being 
a candidate, find application details at www.mvea.coop. 
For more information, phone 719-494-2528 or email candi-
date@mvea.org. See ad on page 14.

Volunteers needed for 
new nature trail

Black Forest’s award-winning School in the Woods began 
work on an extensive nature trail system that will educate 
students and the community about the plants and animals 
found in Colorado’s higher-altitude life zones. One of the 
trails will be handicap-accessible and include signs with 
Braille symbols. School in the Woods needs to obtain, plant, 
label, and care for plants throughout the trail system. Vol-
unteers are needed to support the project through public 
relations, fundraising, donations, assisting on planting and 
maintenance days, and other resources. If you want to get 
involved, contact Jon Wuerth, School Coordinator, at jon.
wuerth@asd20.org or 719-234-4330. 

Closure of Monument Hill Road continues
El Paso County Department of Public Works continues safe-
ty and drainage improvements along the southern portion 
of Monument Hill Road. Due to weather delays and materi-
als shortage, the road will remain closed from the intersec-
tion of Woodmoor Drive to the south entrance of the Monu-
ment Hill Church into April. Woodmoor Drive and Deer 
Creek Road continue to serve as the detour route for access 
to the northern portion of Monument Hill Road and Palmer 
Ridge High School. Upon completion of Phase I, work will 
transition to the north. Phase II will require closure of Mon-
ument Hill Road from the south entrance of Monument Hill 
Church to the south entrance of Palmer Ridge High School, 
eliminating access from Monument Hill Road to Deer Creek 
Road. Monument Hill Church will be accessible at its south 
entrance on Monument Hill Road. Transition from Phase I 
to Phase II is expected to occur in April. For Phase II, Wood-
moor Drive, Furrow Road, and County Line Road will serve 
as the detour. For more information, visit www.elpasoco.
com or email dotweb@elpasoco.com. Also, see the article 
on page 20.

Got spare trees to share with Black Forest?
Do you have too many tree seedlings sprouting close to-
gether in your yard? Please consider donating them to 
www.Trees4Tomorrow.com, a new mission of Black Forest 
Together. Trees that would have been lost to development 
or mitigation can now be transplanted to devastated areas 
within the burn scar. For more information, contact 495-
2445 or email ResourceCenter@BlackForestTogether.org.

Pikes Peak Library District 
eliminates overdue fines

In February, the library officially ended fines for overdue 
items. The library will roll out automatic renewals as long as 
no other patron placed a hold on the material.. 

Cadet chapel to close June 17
The Air Force Academy Cadet chapel renovation has been 
delayed, giving the public until June 17 to visit the iconic 
landmark before it closes for four years. Visitors can see 
the chapel from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. until the June closure. Visi-
tors need valid ID and vehicle documents and can expect 
a search. For more information, visit www.usafa.edu/aca-
demics/facilities/cadet-chapel/

Roundtrip bus service to 
Denver Tech Center on Bustang

Bustang, the Colorado Department of Transportation’s 
(CDOT) interregional express bus service, began service 

between Colorado Springs and the Denver Technologi-
cal Center (DTC) in December. The new circulator route 
will run four times each weekday, twice in the morning 
from Colorado Springs to the DTC and twice in the after-
noon from the DTC to Colorado Springs. It will stop at 16 
locations between Arapahoe Road/Yosemite Street and the 
RTD Light Rail Belleview Station. A one-way fare between El 
Paso County and the DTC will be $9. For more information, 
including route schedules and fares, and to purchase tick-
ets, visit www.ridebustang.com or download the Bustang 
mobile app, JustRideBustang, for iOS or Android.

Free tutoring in reading at the library
Children’s Literacy Center offers free one-to-one tutoring 
for children reading below grade level. Tutors are volun-
teers from the community, 14 years of age and older. Tutor-
ing is held every Tuesday and Thursday, 5:30-6:30 p.m., at 
the Monument Library. For more information, go to www.
childrensliteracycenter.org, call 471-8672, or contact Liz 
Eden at Liz@childrensliteracycenter.org.

Free grief group forming
The Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Road, Monument, 
is forming a group for people who have struggled with grief 
for six months or more. This group will meet for six weeks 
with a trained leader who will provide a safe place to pro-
cess the grief resulting from the loss of a loved one, or grief 
due to a change in health or finances. Participation is lim-
ited to 10 individuals on a first-come, first-served basis. For 
more information, contact Rick Jackson, 488-3200, Rjack-
son.tcaw@gmail.com.

Protect pets from coyotes
Woodmoor Improvement Association vice president Peter 
Bille noted that it’s coyote mating season. He urged resi-
dents to be careful with their pets as coyotes are known to 
lure dogs away from their homes and attack them in packs. 
He said there are no wolves in Colorado but residents are 
really seeing very healthy coyotes. .

County launches Citizen Connect
Citizen Connect is a new tool that allows citizens to re-
port problems and put in service requests with the click of 
a mouse or touch of a button. Citizens can download this 
app, EPC Citizen Connect, for I-Phone or Android phone. 
For more information visit www.elpasoco.com/county-
launches-citizen-connect.

Yoga classes at Woodmoor Barn
Raleigh Dove is now teaching three weekly yoga classes at 
the Woodmoor Barn. Classes are open to everyone, and 
each class is a different level. For more information, visit 
www.yogapathwaysstudio.com. See ad on page 4.

USAFA construction project 
at South Gate Bridge through June 2019

The New Santa Fe Regional Trail will remain open through 
the construction site; all trail users must use the metal con-
nex box tunnel. All bicycle and horseback riders must dis-
mount before entering the tunnel. Periodic trail closures at 
the South Gate Bridge will be scheduled and posted in ad-
vance; the trail will be blocked and closed only at the South 
Gate Bridge. For more information, contact Construction 
Superintendent Fred Langan, 213-1332 or Fred.langan@
Tepa.com; or El Paso County Project Manager Jason Meyer, 
520-6985 or jasonmeyer@elpasoco.com.

Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free
Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of information 
for local seniors, including the daily menu of the senior 
lunches offered Monday through Friday at the Mountain 
Community Mennonite Church, 643 Highway 105, Palmer 
Lake. It also contains the schedule of the classes and events 
for the month at the Senior Citizens Center and senior-
friendly library programs. To subscribe, send an email with 
your name and mailing address to SeniorBeat@TriLakes-
Seniors.org. Senior Beat can also be viewed online at www.
TriLakesSeniors.org. ■

Above: On Feb. 20, Monument Chief of Police Jake Shirk presented to a crowded 
room at the Chamber of Commerce a two-hour seminar on personal safety. The 
chief showed slides as he spoke and even demonstrated actions everyone should 
take in the case of an active shooter. Shirk called upon audience members in re-
sponse to some of his direct questions on what to do in certain cases. Photo by 
John Howe.

Handbell concert, Feb. 24Personal safety seminar, Feb. 20

Our Community Notices

Above: The Sisters of Benet Hill hosted a quartet handbell concert on Feb. 24. 
Colorado Springs-based Forté performed music primarily written for handbells, 
playing over 150 bells and chimes at this event. The group played a beautiful ver-
sion of Meditations on the theme of peace by Hakes. From left are Megan Reishus, 
Tory Marting, Dillon Ekle, and musical director Luke Nabeta. For more informa-
tion on Benet Hill concerts, see https://www.benethillmonastery.org/concert-series. 
Photo by Allison Robenstein.
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By Judy Barnes, Community Calendar Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N TA L  B O D I E S
•	 Monument	Board	of	Trustees	Meeting, Mon., Mar. 

4, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Conference Room, 645 Bea-
con Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each 
month in the Town Hall board room. Info: 884-8017, 
www.townofmonument.org.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Mar. 5, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. (if 
required) each month. Find agendas: https://plan-
ningdevelopment.elpasoco.com/el-paso-county-
planning-commission/2019-meetings/. Info: 520-
6300.

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Mon., Mar. 11, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr., 
Monument. Now meets 2nd Mon. each month. Info: 
488-2525, www.woodmoorwater.com.

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Mon., Mar. 11, 6 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jeffer-
son St., Monument. Normally meets 3rd Mon. each 
month. Info: 488-4700, www.lewispalmer.org.

• El Paso Board of County Commissioners Meeting, 
Tue., Mar. 12, 9 a.m. Centennial Hall, 200 South Cas-
cade Ave., Suite 150, Colo. Springs. Meets every Tue. 
and Thu. Info: 520 6430, www.agendasuite.org/iip/
elpaso

• Forest Lakes & Pinon Pines Metropolitan Districts 
Board Special Meeting, Tues., Mar. 12, 10 a.m., 6385 
Corporate Dr., Suite 200, Colo. Springs. Usually meets 
1st Mon. each month. See www.forestlakesmetrodis-
trict.com to confirm meeting location/dates. Info: 
327-5810.

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee 
Meeting, Tue., Mar. 12, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell Ave. 
Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 481-
4053. 

• D-38 Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC) 
Meeting, Tue., Mar. 12, 7-8:30 p.m., Lewis-Palmer 
Middle School, 1776 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. 
Meets 2nd Tue. each month, location varies. Info: 
488-4700, www.lewispalmer.org.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Mar. 13, 9 a.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Wed. each month. Info: 481-2732. www.plsd.org. 

• El Paso County Park Advisory Board Meeting, Wed., 
Mar. 13, 1:30 p.m., Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade. 
The board will consider the potential rule changes 
described in the Notices section of this issue. Info: 
520-7529.

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Mar. 13, 6:30 p.m.. Town Hall Board Room, 645 Bea-
con Lite Rd., Monument. Normally meets 2nd Wed. 
each month. Livestreamed at http://bit.ly/2uZxjfa. 
Info: 884-8017, www.townofmonument.org.

• Monument Academy School Board Meeting, Thu., 
Mar. 14, 6 p.m., school library, 1150 Village Ridge 
Point, Monument. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 
481-1950, www.monumentacademy.net/school-
board. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Mar. 14, 
6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953, www.
townofpalmerlake.com.

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Mar. 
18, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon Lite 
Rd., Monument. Normally meets 1st and 3rd Mon. 
each month. Info: 884-8017, www.townofmonument.
org.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Mar. 19, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. (if 
required) each month. Find agendas: https://plan-
ningdevelopment.elpasoco.com/el-paso-county-
planning-commission/2019-meetings/. Info: 520-
6300.

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Tue., 
Mar. 19, 5:30 p.m., Triview Metro office, 16055 Old 
Forest Point, Suite 300, Monument. Meets 3rd Tue. 
each month. Info: 488-6868, https://triviewmetro.
com. 

• Wescott Fire Protection District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Mar. 19, 7 p.m., Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. 
Normally meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 488-8680.

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Mar. 20, 9 a.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-4886.

• Academy Water and Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Mar. 20, 6 p.m., Wescott Fire Station 
1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. 
Info: 481-0711.

• Black Forest Fire/Rescue Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Mar. 20, 7 p.m., Station 1, 11445 
Teachout Road, Colorado Springs. Normally meets 
3rd Wed. each month. Info: 495-4300.

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Mar. 21, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr. Workshop 
is open to the public. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. 

Info: 488-3603, www.donalawater.org.
• Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting, 

Wed., Mar. 27, 6 p.m., Monument Sanitation District 
board room, 130 Second St. Meets 4th Wed. each 
month. Info: 488-2110, www.fvawd.com.

• D-38 Special Education Advisory Council (SEAC), 
Wed., Mar. 27, 6:30 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jef-
ferson St., Monument. Info: 433-5672, MNay@lewis-
palmer.org.

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Mar. 27, 6:30 p.m., TLMFPD Station 
1, 18650 Hwy 105. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 
Jennifer Martin, 484-0911, www.tlmfire.org.

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board Meet-
ing, Wed., Mar. 27, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691 
Woodmoor Dr. Normally meets 4th Wed. each month. 
Info: 488-2693, www.woodmoor.org. 

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
For information on library events, see the library events 

column on page 23 and visit www.ppld.org. 
• The	 Palmer	 Lake	 Library	 hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 

a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glen-
way. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org.

• The	 Monument	 Branch	 Library	 hours are Mon.-
Thu., 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5 
p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.
ppld.org. 

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting, 

every Sat., 7:30 a.m., D-38 Admin Building,146 Jef-
ferson St., Monument. Guests are welcome at weekly 
meetings featuring speakers on a variety of topics 
and a free continental breakfast. Memberships open 
to the public. Join the 150+ men & women of the Tri-
Lakes area who work together to make a difference for 
youth and our community. Info: RF Smith, (719) 210-
4987, www.MHKiwanis.org. See ad on page 11.

• The	Wine	Seller	Free	Wine	Tastings, every Sat., 1-4 
p.m., 2805 Roberts Dr., Monument. Info: 488-3019, 
www.thewineseller.net. See ad on page 3.

• Bingo by the American Legion, every Sat., game 
sales start at 6 p.m., games start at 7 p.m., the Depot 
Restaurant, in Palmer Lake. Proceeds go to scholar-
ships and other community support activities. Info: 
481-8668, www.americanlegiontrilakespost911.
com/bingo.htm.

• Watercolor Painting Demo, most Sat.-Sun., 11 a.m.-
1 p.m. Join Janet Sellers’ painting demo, followed by 
art class at local cultural, gallery, and nature spots. 
For weekly location: 357-7454, janetsellers10@gmail.
com.

• Fuel Church Sunday Service, every Sun., 9:30 a.m. 
fellowship with free donuts and coffee, 10 a.m. main 
service; 14960 Woodcarver Rd. (just west of I-25 off 
Baptist Road). Non-denominational, spirit-led. Info: 
info@fuel.org, www.fuelchurch.org.

• Tri-Lakes United Methodist Church Worship Hours, 
every Sun., traditional services 8 & 11 a.m., contem-
porary service 9:30 a.m., Sunday school, all ages, 9:30 
a.m., 20256 Hunting Downs Way, Monument. Info: 
488-1365, www.tlumc.org. See ad on page 3. 

• Black Forest Community Church Sunday Worship, 
every Sun., 10 a.m., 6845 Shoup Rd. All are welcome 
to the family friendly services. Info: www.bfcc-ucc.
org. See ad on page 6.

• Cathedral Rock Church Sunday Service, every Sun., 
10 a.m., Tri-Lakes YMCA, 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, 
Monument. Info: www.cathedralrockchurch.org. See 
ad on page 11.

• Tai-Chi Class, every Mon., 10 a.m., Palmer Lake Town 
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Cost: $5. Drop-ins welcome. 
Info: 481-2953, www.townofpalmerlake.com.

• Seniors: Tai Chi Classes, every Mon., 11–noon, Silver 
Alliance Senior Center at Lewis-Palmer High School 
(across from the YMCA). This soft, slow, and gentle 
form of exercise has many benefits. Registration re-
quired. $3 suggested donation. RSVP & Info: 464-
6873. 

• Seniors Monday Movie Matinee, every Mon., 1-4 
p.m., Silver Alliance Senior Center located on Lew-
is-Palmer High School campus. Free movies and 
snacks. See the schedule of films in Tri-Lakes Silver 
Alliance Senior Beat.

• Artfully Speaking Toastmasters, every Mon., 5:45 
p.m., DeVry University, 1175 Kelly Johnson Blvd., 
room 13. Info: Jon Walsh, 640-9428; www.artfully-
speaking.toastmastersclubs.org.

• Women’s A.A. Step Study, every Mon., 6 p.m. Fam-
ily of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. Info: 
481-0431.

• Monument Life Recovery Group, every Mon., 6:30-
8 p.m., The Ascent Church, 1750 Deer Creek Rd. 
This faith-based support group is for those seeking 
freedom from all hurts, habits, and hang ups. Find 
support seeking freedom from addictions and fam-
ily members with practical tools for change. Daycare 
provided for children under age 11. Info: 481-3600.

• Yin Yoga Classes, every Mon., 6:30-7:45 p.m., Yoga 
Pathways Studio, 755 Hwy 105, West End Center, 
Suite A (3⁄4 mile west of Safeway). A slow yoga prac-
tice; all levels welcome. First class always free. Info: 

Deb Harano, 338-8467; DimensionsYoga@gmail.
com. See ad on page 6.

• Monument Hill Kiwanis Bingo, every Mon., 7:30 
p.m., Carefree Bingo, 3440 N. Carefree Circle, Colo. 
Springs. All proceeds benefit those in need in the Tri-
Lakes Community. Info: mark.zeiger@gmail.com.

• Adult Literacy Class, every Mon. & Wed., 6-7:30 p.m., 
D-38 Admin. Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. 
Open to the public. Info: 488-4700.

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Mon.-Fri., 12-12:30 
p.m., Mountain Community Mennonite Church, 643 
Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. See the menu for the month 
in the Senior Beat newsletter. A $2.25 donation is re-
quested. Stay for bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. Res-
ervations are requested, phone 884-2304.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI), 
open Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 225 North Gate Blvd. 
(I-25 Exit 156 A). Daily guided tours at 10 a.m. and 1 
p.m. Cost: $10 adults, $9 military/AAA, $8 seniors & 
students, $6 children 3-12, free to children under 3 & 
museum members. Info: 488-0880, info@wmmi.org, 
www.wmmi.org.

• Tri-Lakes	 Silver	 Alliance	Thrift	 Store, open Mon.-
Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 755 Hwy 105, Suite N, in the 
West End Center. Seniors 62+ get a 20% discount on 
Wednesdays. Military & Teacher Appreciation Day, 
20% off regular priced items on Saturdays. All pro-
ceeds support Tri-Lakes Senior Programs. To donate 
furniture, call 488-3495 for a pickup. Info: www.
TriLakesSeniors.org. 

• Tri-Lakes	 YMCA	 Senior	 Coffee, every Tue., 9:30-
11:30 a.m., 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. 
Members and non-members are welcome. Socialize, 
have coffee and snacks in the front lobby. Free. Info: 
630-2604, hbrandon@ppymca.org, www.ppymca.
org.

• Al-anon Meeting: Monument Serenity, every Tue., 
7:30-8:30 p.m., Ascent Church (formerly the Tri-Lakes 
Chapel), 1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monument. Info: Kay, 
481-9258.

• Peak Reader Children’s Literacy Program, every 
Tue.	 &	Thu., 5:30-6:30 p.m., Monument Branch Li-
brary, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Free one-to-one 
tutoring for children reading below grade level. To 
enroll your child or volunteer as a tutor, visit www.
childrensliteracycenter.org or call 471-8672.

• Act	II	Thrift	Shop, open Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Proceeds benefit Tri-Lakes area non-
profits. Info: 487-3268, cara@mynothlandchurch.
org, www.mynorthlandchurch.org/act-ii.

• Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Wednesday Night Fel-
lowship Meal (Free) & Classes, every Wed., 6-7:30 
p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Road, Monument (Corner 
of Beacon Lite & County Line Roads). Info: 488-9613, 
gregsmith@trilakeschurch.org, www.trilakesch-
urch.org. 

• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10 
a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek 
Rd., Monument. Info: Kay, 481-9258. 

• A.A. Big Book Study, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of 
Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. Info: 481-
0431.

• Overeaters Anonymous Big Book Study, every Thu., 
7-8 p.m., Natural Grocers, 1216 W. Baptist Rd., Monu-
ment. Info: Beth, 773-682-1223; or Nancy, 640-3343.

• Live Music at the Speedtrap, every Thu. open mic 
7-9:30 p.m., musicians every Fri. & Sat., 8-11 p.m., 84 
Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Info: 488-2007, www.speed-
trapbistro.com. See ad on page 5.

• Take	Off	Pounds	Sensibly	(TOPS), every Fri., 8 a.m., 
Monument Chamber of Commerce, 166 2nd St., Mon-
ument. Info: Terry, 684-4912, or visit www.TOPS.org.

• Group of Artists (GOA) Meetings at Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts, Sat., Mar. 2, 10 a.m.-noon, 304 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. Lively discussions about art topics, gen-
eral studies on creativity. Meets 1st Sat. each month. 
Info: 481-0475, info@trilakesarts.org, www.trilake-
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sarts.org.
• Palmer Divide Quiltmakers, Thu., Mar. 7, 6:45 p.m., 

Monument Hill Church, 18725 Monument Hill Rd., 
Unit 18, Monument. Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: 
sarah.devens@gmail.com.

• Faithful Friends, Thu., Mar. 7, 7 p.m., The Country 
Club at Woodmoor, 18945 Pebble Beach Way, Monu-
ment. A Ladies’ Dessert with an inspirational speaker 
each month. Normally meets 1st Thu. each month. 
Cost: $7. RSVP & Info: Sandi King, 719-237-3359.

• Silver Alliance Book Club, Fri., Mar. 8, 11 a.m.-noon, 
Senior Center located across the street from the Tri-
Lakes YMCA, on Lewis-Palmer High School campus. 
This month’s book is The Art of Racing in the Rain by 
Garth Stein. All are welcome to join this new club. 
Meets 2nd Fri. each month. Coffee & snacks served. 
RSVP & Info: Sue, 330-0241.

• La Leche League Meeting, Fri., Mar. 8, noon-1 p.m., 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Mothers, babies, and mothers-to-be are all invited. 
Meets 2nd Fri. each month. Info: Kelley, 440-2477, 
kdghorashi@gmail.com.

• El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recycling 
Collection Facility, Sat., Mar. 9, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 3255 
Akers Dr., Colorado Springs. Open the 2nd Sat. 
each month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 p.m., ac-
cepts porcelain fixtures, common recyclable items, 
household hazardous waste, various electronics, and 
TVs up to 19-inch diagonal. Bring a nonperishable 
food item for Care and Share. Info: 520-7878, http://
adm.elpasoco.com/Environmental_Services/Solid_
Waste_Management.

• Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Mar. 9, 9 a.m., Moun-
tain Community Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. A variety of art programs are offered af-
ter the social gathering and business meeting. Guests 
welcome. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: 487-1329, 
www.palmerlakeartgroup.com.

• Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group: “Put on Your 
Best Display,” Sat., Mar. 9, 9:45-11:30 a.m., The First 
National Bank of Monument, 581 Hwy 105. Meets 2nd 
Sat. each month. Info: Gail, 481-3711.

• NEPCO Meeting, Sat., Mar. 9, 10 a.m.-noon, New 
Monument Town Hall & Police Building, 645 Beacon 
Lite Rd., Monument. Brian Welding, El Paso County 
Environmental Technician, will talk on fighting 
noxious weeds in HOA areas; Robin Adair, El Paso 
County Emergency Response Office, will describe 
the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT); 
and John Rickman of the Tri-Lakes United Method-
ist Church’s Emergency Preparation Group (EPG) 
will explain how this group can provide HOAs with 
a no-cost Wildfire Mitigation Training Program. All 
are welcome to this meeting of local homeowners as-
sociations. Info: 481-2723 or visit www.nepco.org.

• Palmer Divide Photographers Group: “Bucket List 
Locations–Planning & Gear,” Mon., Mar. 11, 7 p.m., 
Mountain Community Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Professional photographer Ken 
Childress will present. All are welcome. Meets 2nd 
Mon. each month. Info: 649-4241, www.pdphotogra-
phers.com.

• Pikes Peak Music Teachers Association Meeting, 
Tue., Mar. 12, 9:30 a.m., Graner Music, 4460 Barnes 
Rd., Colo. Springs. Music teachers and students, meet 
for coffee, a meeting, and program presentation at 11 
a.m. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Susan Marten, 
skmarten@hotmail.com, www.ppmta.org.

• Chess Nuts, Tue., Mar. 12, 5-9 p.m., Silver Alliance 
Senior Center. Any age, any skill. Learners welcome. 
Drop in and leave when you want. Bring your own 
board and pieces if you have them. Meets 2nd & 4th 
Tue. each month. Info: www.TriLakesSeniors.org/
chess.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI) 
Speakers’ Bureau: Ben Elick presents Repeat Pho-
tography of the Pikes Peak Region, Tue., Mar. 12, 
7-8:30 p.m., 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A). 
Cost: $5. RSVP & Info: 488-0880, RSVP@wmmi.org, 
www.wmmi.org.

• Black Forest AARP Lunch & Meeting at Golden Cor-
ral, Wed., Mar. 13, 11:30 a.m., 1970 Waynoka Rd, Colo. 
Springs. All ages welcome. Meets 2nd Wed. each 
month. RSVP & Info: Stan, 596-6787, www.aarpchap-
ter1100blackforest.weebly.com.

• Foot Care Clinic, Wed., Mar. 13, Silver Alliance Se-
nior Center located across the street from the Tri-
Lakes YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High School 
campus. A registered nurse examines your feet and 
provides foot care advice, toenail trimming. Cost: $30 
for a 30-min. visit. Meets 2nd Wed. and last Fri. each 
month, by appointment only. Info & appointments: 
call the Visiting Nurse Association, 577-4448.

• Senior Bingo, Thu., Mar. 14, Mountain Community 
Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake, after 
the senior lunch. Come for lunch at noon, then stay 
and play. Free! Prizes! Meets 2nd Thu. each month. 
Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-3037. 

• Bridge, Thu., Mar. 14, 1-4 p.m., Silver Alliance Se-
nior Center located on Lewis-Palmer High School 
campus. Walk-ins are welcome. Meets 2nd Thu. each 
month. Reservation suggested: call Judy, 626-399-
2733.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Mar. 14, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Mar. 15, Silver Alliance Senior 
Center located across the street from the Tri-Lakes 
YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High School campus. 
A registered nurse examines feet and provides foot 
care advice, toenail trimming. Cost: $35 for a 30-min. 
visit. Meets 2nd Wed., 3rd and last Fri. each month, 
by appointment only. Info & appointments: call the 
Visiting Nurse Association, 577-4448.

• The	 Breakfast	 Club, Sat., Mar. 16, 8:30 a.m., The 
Ridge at Castle Pines North (Ridge Grill and Bar), 
1414 Castle Pines Pkwy. Single people 50+ meet new 
friends and have fun. This active social group enjoys 
activities ranging from card games to white water 
rafting, international/domestic travel to bowling and 
golf. Meets 3rd Sat. each month. Info: 303-815-8428, 
www.TBC50plus.org.

• Monument Hill Farmers Market Winter Indoor 
Market, Sat., Mar. 16, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Grace Best, 66 
Jefferson St., Monument. Many new vendors plus all 
your old favorites. Meets every 3rd Sat. through April. 
Info: 592-9420. See ad on page 5.

• Tri-Lakes Parkinson’s Disease Support Group, Sat., 
Mar. 16, 10 a.m.-noon, Monument Community Pres-
byterian Church, 238 Third St, Monument. Come 
for socializing, discussions on Parkinson’s-related 
issues including available support, and occasional 
speakers. Meets 3rd Sat. each month. Info: John 
Farley, 481-2364, robun2good@gmail.com; or Syble 
Krafft, 488-2669.

• Amateur Radio WØTLM (Tri-Lakes Monument Ra-
dio Association), Mon., Mar. 18, 6 p.m. social time, 7 
p.m. meeting. All amateur radio operators or those 
interested in becoming amateur radio operators are 
welcome. Meets 3rd Mon. Info: Joyce Witte, 661-9824, 
Joycewitte@gmail.com; www.W0TLM.com. 

• Outpouring: TLUMC Supporting our Communi-
ty, Tue., Mar. 19, 7 p.m., back Barrel Room at Pikes 
Peak Brewing Company, 1756 Lake Woodmoor Dr., 
Monument. Everyone is welcome. Doug McCormick 
presents Zebulon Pike and the Pike Stockade. Meets 
3rd Tue. each month. Info: LWeber1971@aol.com; for 
current speaker info go to http://tlumc.org/outreach/
outpouring. 

• Gleneagle Sertoma Luncheon Meeting, Wed., Mar. 
20, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m., Liberty Heights, 12105 Ambas-
sador Dr., (off Voyager Blvd in Colorado Springs). In-
teresting speakers and programs; all are welcome. 
Meets 1st & 3rd Wed. each month. Info: Garrett Bar-
ton, 433-5396; Duane Gritzmaker, 481-2424; www.
gleneaglesertoma.org.

• Senior Bingo, Wed., Mar. 20, 1-2 p.m., Silver Alliance 
Senior Center, Lewis-Palmer High School campus. 
Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: Sue Walker, 464-
6873.

• Drummers! Wed., Mar. 20, 6:30-8 p.m., Yoga Path-
ways Studio, West End Center, 775 Hwy 105, Palmer 
Lake. Free and open to all ages. Bring any kind of 
drum or other hand percussion instrument. Begin-
ners welcome! Now meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 
Nan, 466-1257, nananddon@hotmail.com.

• Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Wed., Mar. 20, 
7 p.m., The Country Club at Woodmoor, 18945 Peb-
ble Beach Way, Monument. New members welcome. 
Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: Post Commander 
Joe Carlson, 405-326-2588, jcarlson@vfw7829.org, 
www.vfw7829.org.

• VFW Auxiliary to Post 7829, Wed., Mar. 20, 7 p.m., 
The Country Club at Woodmoor, 18945 Pebble Beach 
Way, Monument. New members welcome. If you are 
a male or female relative of a veteran who served on 
foreign soil during war or other military action, you 
may be eligible. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 
Kathy Carlson, 488-1902, carlsonmkc@aol.com.

• Senior Tea, Thu., Mar. 21, 12-1:30 p.m., Silver Alliance 
Senior Center at Lewis-Palmer High School (across 
from the YMCA). Come early to socialize. Volunteers 
needed. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Reservations re-
quired: contact Sue, 464-6873, sue@monumentalfit-
ness.com. 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society: Mike and Sigi 
Walker present Oh, The Rock Island Line!, Thu., 
Mar. 21, 6:30 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Val-
ley Crescent. All are welcome, refreshments served. 
Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 559-0837, www.
palmerdividehistory.org.

• Tri-Lakes Chamber Monthly Education Series: Pro-
active Legal Considerations for Small Businesses, 
Tue., Mar. 26, 9-11 a.m., 166 Second St., Monument. 
Free. Register online, www.trilakeschamber.com/
events-calendar.htm. Info: 481-3282.

• Chess Nuts, Tue., Mar. 26, 5-9 p.m., Silver Alliance 
Senior Center, across the street from the YMCA. Any 
age, any skill. Learners welcome. Drop in and leave 
when you want. Bring your own board and pieces if 
you have them. Meets 2nd & 4th Tue. each month. 
Info: www.TriLakesSeniors.org/chess.

• Senior Social, Wed., Mar. 27, 1-4 p.m., 12455 Black 
Forest Rd. Meets 4th Wed. each month except Nov. & 
Dec. Info: aarpchapter1100blackforest.weebly.com.

• Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Mar. 29, Silver Alliance Senior 
Center located across the street from the Tri-Lakes 
YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High School campus. 
A registered nurse examines feet and provides foot 
care advice, toenail trimming. Cost: $35 for a 30-min. 
visit. Meets 2nd Wed., 3rd and last Fri. each month, 
by appointment only. Info & appointments: call the 
Visiting Nurse Association, 577-4448.

• Group of Artists (GOA) Meetings at Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts (TLCA), Sat., Apr. 6, 10 a.m.-noon, 304 
Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Lively discussions about art 
topics, general studies on creativity. Meets 1st Sat. 
each month. Info: 481-0475, info@trilakesarts.org, 
www.trilakesarts.org.

• Lupus Support Group. If you suffer with an autoim-
mune disease and want to connect with others, you 
are welcome to join this group. Info: dmbandle@hot-
mail.com.

• Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado Sup-
port Group. Location varies. Info: Carolyn, 488-3620, 
www.4-mga.org, 303-360-7080, 4mga@4-mga.org. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• Visions of Light Photography Exhibition Opening 

Reception, Fri., Mar. 1, 6-8 p.m., Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts, 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Celebrate the 
opening of the annual juried photography show; runs 
through Apr. 26. Info: 481-0475, www.trilakesarts.
org.

• Quilting 101 at Sew-In-Tune, Saturdays, Mar. 2, 9, & 
16; 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 252 Front St., Monument. RSVP & 
Info: 719-203-5642, pam@sewintuneservicing.com. 
Visit the Website for more classes, www.sewintune-
servicing.com. See ad on page 11. 

• Covered Treasures Bookstore Spotlight on Local 
Authors, Sat., Mar. 2, 1-3 p.m., 105 Second St., Monu-
ment. Dr. Caroline H. Eklund will sign The Secrets 
of Shannon-Berry Kingdom, Jeff Morris will sign 
Paper Dolls and Hollow Men, and Tena Stetler will 
sign A Demon’s Witch and other titles. Refreshments 
served. Info: 481-2665, www.coveredtreasures.com.

• Groundbreaking Ceremony and Blessing for Peter 
the Rock Chapel, Sun., Mar. 3, 10 a.m., 55 Jefferson 
St., Monument. The building committee is hosting re-
ceptions in Jaeger Hall following all Masses on March 
2 & 3. Refreshments will be provided. Info: www.pe-
tertherock.org.

• Art after Hours at Gallery 132, dates and times vary, 
251 Front St., Suite 8, Monument. Check the website 
for low-cost two-hour classes in the Art after Hours 
series; enjoy refreshments and hors d’oeuvres while 
creating a unique piece of art. Info: 375-8187, info@
gallery132.com, www.gallery132.com. See ad on page 
5 for $5 off $30 purchase.

• Chamber Member Orientation at the Tri-Lakes 
Chamber of Commerce, Tue., Mar. 5, noon-1:30 p.m., 
166 Second St., Monument. Come learn about your 
local chamber. Open to the public. Lunch provided. 
RSVP & Info: 481-3282, www.trilakeschamber.com/
chamber-orientation.html.

• Water-wise Gardening, Tue., Mar. 5, 5 p.m., Tri-Lakes 
Chamber of Commerce, 166 2nd St., Monument. A 
free class for smart design and plant selection. Re-
peats Mar. 15. Sign up at www.townofmonument.
org/Calendar.aspx. Info: Cassie Olgren, 481-2954, 
colgren@tomgov.org.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society: Colorado College 
Bluegrass Ensemble, Fri., Mar. 8, 7-10 p.m. Black 
Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at 
Shoup Road. Cost: $10 general, $5 BRAS members, $5 
nonmember students with ID. Info: Joe Maio, 528-
6119, jrmtn@comcast.net, www.blackroseacoustic.
org.

• National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Free 
Youth Mental Health First Aid, Sat., Mar. 9, 9 a.m.-
5:30 p.m., Chapel of Our Saviour, 8 4th St., Colo. 
Springs. This groundbreaking prevention program 
for adults introduces participants to the unique risk 
factors and warning signs of mental health problems 
in adolescents, builds understanding of the impor-
tance of early intervention, and teaches individuals 
how to help an adolescent in crisis or experiencing 
a mental health challenge. Lunch is provided. This 
training is limited to the first 30 registrants. To regis-
ter, email sarah@chapelofoursaviour.com.

• Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery: Lenten Class Trea-
sure Hunt, Tuesdays, Mar. 12-Apr. 9, 9:30-11:30 a.m., 
3190 Benet Lane. Experience ways to pray in a fresh 
new way. People of all faiths/cultures welcome. Cost: 
$100. Online registration is requested: www.beneth-
illmonastery.org. Info: 633-0655. See ad on page 10.

• CASA: Dudes and Brews, Wed., Mar. 13, 5:30-6:30 
p.m., IvyWild School, 1604 S. Cascade Ave., Colo. 
Springs. Half of the children who enter foster care in 
the Pikes Peak Region are boys, who need strong role 
models to confide in and to speak up for them. Find 
out how you can advocate for a boy in the Pikes Peak 
Region. The first beer is free! RSVP and Info: brittan-
yw@casappr.org.

• Northern	El	Paso	County	Nonprofit	Council, Thu., 
Mar. 14, 8-10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce, 
Community Room, 166 Second St., Monument. Kim 
Adams and Ashley Nielsen with JustServe are the 
speakers. All nonprofit organizations are welcome 
to join. Meets quarterly. Info: Rich Strom, 481-0943, 
rsappraisals_6@msn.com.

• Water-wise Gardening, Fri., Mar. 15, 10 a.m., Tri-
Lakes Chamber of Commerce, 166 2nd St., Monu-
ment. A free class for smart design and plant selection. 
Sign up at www.townofmonument.org/Calendar.
aspx. Info: Cassie Olgren, 481-2954, colgren@tomgov.
org.

• St. Patrick’s Day at Pikes Peak Brewing Co., Fri.-
Sun., Mar. 15-17, 1756 Lake Woodmoor Dr., Monu-
ment. Food trucks, sing-along, music and dancing, 
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pipers and drummers, and more! Info: www.Pike-
sPeakBrewing.com. See ad on page 8.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI) 
Family Day: Science, Sat., Mar. 16, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 
225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A). The museum is 
open 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Cost: $10 adults, $9 military/AAA, 
$8 seniors & students, $6 children 3-12, free to chil-
dren under 3 & museum members. RSVP & Info: 488-
0880, info@wmmi.org, www.wmmi.org.

• CASA Volunteer Informational Hour, Tue., Mar. 19, 
noon-1 p.m., Cordera Community Clubhouse, 11894 
Grand Lawn Circle, Colo. Springs. Find out how you 
can be the voice for a child who is involved in the 
court system due to abuse, neglect, or domestic vio-
lence. RSVP & Info: urikos@casappr.org.

• Tri-Lakes Community/Centura Blood Drive, Tue., 
Mar. 19, 3-7 p.m., Bloodmobile at Monument Com-
munity Presbyterian Church, 238 Third St., Monu-
ment. No appointment needed, just walk in. Please 
bring driver’s license or ID. Info: 776-5822.

• AARP Smart Driver Course, Thu., Mar. 21, 11:45-4 
p.m., Black Forest Lutheran Church, 12455 Black For-
est Rd. Non-AARP people welcome. RSVP & Info: Ste-
phen, 597-5683.

• National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Free 
Adult Mental Health First Aid, Fri., Mar. 22, 8 a.m.-
5 p.m., Citizens Service Center, Third Floor Nautilus 
Room, 1675 Garden of the Gods Rd., Colo. Springs. 
This eight-hour course helps you identify, under-
stand, and respond to signs of addictions and men-
tal illnesses. Class size is limited and registration is 
required. Register online at www.mhfaco.org/find-
class. Info: Lynn Shull, 473-8477, volunteer@nami-
cos.org, or info@namicos.org.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society: Wood Belly, Fri., Mar. 
22, 7-10 p.m. Black Forest Community Center, 12530 
Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. Cost: $10 general, $5 
BRAS members, $5 nonmember students with ID. 
Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, jrmtn@comcast.net, www.
blackroseacoustic.org.

• Yoga Nidra with Raleigh Dove, Sun., Mar. 24, 4-5:30 
p.m., 755 Hwy 105, Unit 22, Palmer Lake. Start your 
week with deep relaxation and stress release. Info: 
481-4137, www.YogaPathwaysStudio.com. See ad on 
page 4.

• Solar Oven Cooking Informal Demonstrations (by 
you, me, everyone), Mon., Mar. 25, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
(Only if it is sunny! Otherwise, “cloudy date” would 
be Mar. 27), in the pavilion outside Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. You can cook with-
out fuel or electricity. Build and bring a solar oven and 
share your design with us all; show the group what 
you can cook today. Do your own research before-
hand; no formal presentation planned. Great spring 
break project for students. Well-insulated ovens work 
even if outside temperature is low. (Will repeat Apr. 7, 
1-4 p.m.). Info: Text/call Lisa, 719-339-7831.

• Bill Nance Memorial Blood Drive, Tue., Mar. 26, 
1-5:30 p.m., Antelope Trails Elementary School, 
15280 Jessie Dr. Walk-ins welcome, driver’s license 
required. Sponsored by Gleneagle Sertoma Club. 
RSVP & Info: 488-9879.

• Yoga	@	The	Museum, Western Museum of Mining & 
Industry (WMMI), Thu., Mar. 28, 7-8 p.m., 225 North 
Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A). Gentle restorative yoga 
lead by UpriseYoga. Ages 12+, all levels welcome. 
Cost: $25 nonmembers, $20 members. Info: 488-
0880, info@wmmi.org, www.wmmi.org.

• Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery Spring Retreat: In 
the Company of Courageous Women, Sat., Mar. 30, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., 3190 Benet Lane. Cost: $65. Online reg-
istration is requested: www.benethillmonastery.org. 
Info: 633-0655.

• The	Arts	at	Benet	Hill	Monastery	Chamber	Concert	
Series, The Romantic Cello with Karen Terbeek and 
pianist Alix Corboy, Sun., Mar. 31, 2:30 p.m., 3190 
Benet Lane. Cost: $20. Online registration is request-
ed: www.benethillmonastery.org. Info: 633-0655.

• Wardrobes and Rings at Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts, Fri., Apr. 5, 7 p.m., doors open 6 p.m., 304 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Wardrobes & Rings is a play set in 
Oxford’s Eagle & Child pub. Aging and legendary au-
thors, J.R.R. Tolkien and his great friend C.S. Lewis, 
meet for what turns out to be the very last time. Tick-

ets & Info: www.trilakesarts.org, 481-0475.
• Acoustic Eidolon Live at Tri-Lakes Center for the 

Arts, Fri., Apr. 12, 7 p.m., doors open 6 p.m., 304 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Tickets & Info: www.trilakesarts.
org, 481-0475.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-avail-
able basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by local 
governmental entities and not-for-profit organizations. We 
include events that are open to the general public and are 
not religious or self-promotional in nature. If space is avail-
able, complimentary calendar listings are included, when 
requested, for events advertised in the current issue. To have 
your event listed at no charge in Our Community Calendar, 
please call (719) 339-7831 or send the information to calen-
dar@ocn.me or P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132.

Letters to Our Community
Our Community News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor on topics of general interest to readers in the 
Tri-Lakes area. We do not knowingly print letters 
that are substantially the same as letters that have 
been submitted to other publications. To ensure 
that OCN contains a variety of viewpoints, each 
letter writer is limited to a maximum of one (1) let-
ter per issue and six (6) letters within a twelve (12)
month period. To submit a letter, please:
• Email your letter, preferably as an attached 

Microsoft Word document, to editor@ocn.me 
or mail a copy to Our Community News, P.O. 
Box 1742, Monument, CO 80132-1742.

• Identify your submission as a letter to the edi-
tor and confirm that it has not been submitted 
to any other publication.

• Include a suggested headline or title that sum-
marizes the topic you are addressing.

• Limit letters to no more than 300 words.
• Include your full name, home address, phone 

numbers, and email address, if you have one. 
Only your name will be published.

• Send your letter at least 14 days before the 
“first Saturday of the month” when the paper 
is published. Later submissions may be de-
ferred to our next monthly issue.

If you have not received an acknowledgement 
two days after your email submission or one week 
after you mailed your letter, please contact Lisa 
Hatfield, Managing Editor, at (719) 339-7831 or 
editor@ocn.me. At OCN’s sole discretion, letters 
may be edited for grammar and we may ask you 
for clarification of your statements. Include refer-
ences, such as website links, in your letter for any 
facts and figures you cite. Letters containing per-
sonal attacks will not be published.

Content
Articles in Our Community News focus on the de-
liberations of Tri-Lakes area governmental bodies 
such as the Monument Board of Trustees, Palmer 
Lake Town Council, and many of the local water, 
sanitation, fire, and school district boards. 

Unlike papers that try to figure out what the 
“story” is and then get quotes on each side to pre-
sumably lead the reader to conclude what the 
“truth” is, OCN’s role is to report in detail on public 
meetings of local governmental entities. We report 
what was talked about and what was decided. By 
reading OCN, you can find out what you might have 
learned if you had attended those public meetings. 
In this context, “truth” is that the articles accurately 
represent what transpired at the meetings. 

The content of ads and inserts in OCN is sole-
ly the responsibility of the advertisers who place 
those ads and inserts. The appearance of an ad or 
insert in OCN does not imply endorsement of the 
ad or insert’s content or purpose. While OCN does 
not knowingly run false ads or inserts, we do not 
research the accuracy of that content. Readers are 
encouraged to do their own research prior to com-
mitting to use the products or services offered. 

Contact Lisa Hatfield, Managing Editor, at edi-
tor@ocn.me or (719) 339-7831 with any questions.

Paid Advertisement

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN!

Our Community News (OCN), with a circulation 
of over 21,000, is a unique all-volunteer monthly 
newspaper mailed FREE to every resident 
and business in the Tri-Lakes area. OCN is a 
primary source for Tri-Lakes area news that 
gives advertising preference to Tri-Lakes area 
businesses. OCN’s contract-free low ad rates and 
monthly publication schedule help stretch your ad 
budget while supporting an important Tri-Lakes-
focused effort to present factual, comprehensive 
news to all Tri-Lakes area residents and business 
owners.

For advertising information, contact 
John Heiser, (719) 488-3455, 

ads@ocn.me, or visit www.ocn.me.

Support Our Community.
Volunteer with OCN!

Please join us today! Meet a group of 
interesting and committed people. 
Learn new skills—use your enthusi-
asm and creativity to benefit our com-
munity and celebrate unfiltered infor-
mation. Please call Managing Editor 
Lisa Hatfield at (719) 339-7831, or email  
editor@ocn.me to see how you can con-
tribute. Contact us today! 

Look for our next issue  
Saturday, April 6   

 

Ad space reservations due: Fri., Mar. 15 
Finished ad artwork due: Fri., Mar. 22 
Letters to the editor due: Fri., Mar. 22 

Calendar items due: Fri., Mar. 29 
 

Visit our website to read, download, and 
search all the back issues at  

WWW.OCN.ME 
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The Rabbi’s Corner 
Right or Wrong, Part IV 

In this series we have been considering the ques-
tion if Messiah was right in affirming that he was God 
when speaking to his contemporaries. In John 14:8-9, 
he not only stated this, but he also communicated, he 
was the Father.  

Today, I would like for us to take an in-depth look 
at a common understanding which affirms the Divine 
is: One God manifest in three persons. Let me ask you: 
“Should this affirmation be accepted?” It is a historical 
fact, that the understanding of this concept was devel-
oped by 318 bishops assembled for over two months 
in 325 A.D. at the city of Nicaea (Turkey) under the 
auspicious of Constantine the First. It was at this 
meeting that the concept and the word “Trinity” were 
birthed. Yet, this word is not found anywhere in the 
entire bible. We believe every word in the Bible to be 
the absolute truth of God, conveyed to us. So my dear 
reader, please help me to understand how it is that we 
believe the Bible to be God’s inspired word of instruc-
tion and yet we uphold a concept that is in direct op-
position to the words of the Lord Jesus Christ found in 
Mark 12:29-34, where he affirmed that the Lord our 
God is “One.” Take some time, read it; his words are 
very unambiguous. I have researched the Bible and 
found several verses which are being posted here af-
ter. All of them affirm that God is “ONE.” I tried to find 
at least one passage that would tell me that God is 
three in One; but I could find none. Please read the 
following inspired words of God for yourself as He is 
described:  
      (1) Deut. 4:35, 39  (2) Deut. 6:4 (3) Deut. 32:39  
      (4) II Sam. 7:22 (5) I Kings 8:60 (6) II Kings 5:15  
      (7) II Kings 19:15 (8) I Chron. 17:20 (9) Neh. 9:6 
      (10) Pslm. 18:31 (11) Isa. 37:16, 20 (12) Isa. 43:10-1 
      (13) Isa. 44:6, 8 (14) Isa. 45:21-23 (15) Isa. 46:9  
      (16) Hos. 13:4 (17) Joel 2:27 (18) Zec. 14:9  
      (19) Mark 12:29-34 (20) John 1:14-18 (21) John 17:3 
      (22) Rom. 3:30 (23) I Cor. 8:4-6 (24) Gal. 3:20  
      (25) Eph. 4:5-6  (26) Phil. 2:5-18 (27) I Tim. 1:17  
      (28) I Tim. 2:5 (29) Exo. 3:13-15 (30) John 11:25  
      (31) Rev. 1:8 (All References are to the Complete Jew-

ish Bible) 
So let me leave with a question for you to consider. 
What are we to say that God is…?  

Shalom to you.  

Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi  
of Aliyah Congregation that  

meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
at the Mountain Community 

Mennonite Church,  
643 Highway 105, Palmer Lake, CO 80133 

www.aliyahcongregation.com ● (719) 330-2382 
Visitors are welcome! 
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Support Our Community. Shop Tri-Lakes!
 

Got wrinkles? 
Get Botox!Get Botox! 

 

Also for MigraineMigraine Relief! 

BodySculpting!BodySculpting!  
 
BodySculpting 
is a non-
surgical 
fat and 
cellulite 
reduction 
procedure 
 
 Body Shaping 
 Fat Dissolving 
 Repels Cellulite 

 

719-487-SKIN (7546) 
550 Hwy 105 in Monument 

In Medical Center next to Safeway 

spamedicausa.com 
 

SKIN & LASER Medical Spa 
Where Science meets Beauty 
FREE NO OBLIGATION 

CONSULTATION  
 

Got spots, 
unwanted hair, 
spider veins,  

TOE FUNGUS?  
Get Get 

Laser Laser   
or 

Scleratherapy! 
Sale $99 and up! 
Three laser hair removal 

treatments for any part of 
the body, only $499 (reg. 

$900) or an additional 
treatment for only $99!  

Now offering   
Emerald Massage Emerald Massage 

Therapy!Therapy! 
Relieve muscles, stress, 

tension and relax!  
Call 719-661-6336 

As of January 1, Dr. Tony George fully assumed 
the practice of Dr. Tom Hughes. We also recently 

joined the Delta Dental PPO network.

Our mission is to practice minimally invasive 
techniques using the highest quality materials  

to insure healthy, esthetic teeth for the  
life of our patients.

Call for a complimentary exam, professional 
consultation, and x-rays for new patients.

1880 Willow Park Way Suite 101, Monument
(719) 488-8880 • www.monumentdentalarts.com

Anthony George, DDS
Thomas E. Hughes, DDS
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Monument Pies & Grinders 
Pizza, Subs, Wings & More
15910 Jackson Creek Prkwy #120 

Monument 80132

(719) 481-8444
Mon.-Sat. 11 am - 9 pm

Sun. 11 am - 8 pm
www.piesandgrinders.com
piesandgrinders@gmail.com

719-465-2335  |  2678 North Gate Blvd. 
must present this ad to receive offers, valid through 4/5/19

10% OFF
when you buy 6 bottles 

of wine (750ml only)

$10 OFF
when you spend 

$50 or more

Pretty Palmer Lake Home, 229 Aurelia Street—Walk to Pike 
National Forest. Fabulous condition with Pella and Anderson 
windows, newer no maintenance deck, sunroom, stucco 
exterior. Large, almost 1/2-acre lot. Big scenic views to the 
South and East as well as to the National Forest. Absolutely 
turn-key home in beautiful location close to Denver and 
Colorado Springs. Three bedroom, two bath. Attached garage 
and lots of storage. List price $350,000. 

SPELLS I-SELL 

andyellis2010@gmail.com 

Check my reviews! 

(719) 272-4227 
 

    All Medical Eye Issues 
• Cataract 

Specialist 
• Allergies 
• Dry Eyes 
• Diabetic 

Retinopathy 
• Macular 

Degeneration 
• Glaucoma 
• Infections 

 
You won’t leave until all of your questions  

have been answered! 
 

6385 Corporate Drive, Suite 307, Colorado Springs, CO 80919 

www.haasvisioncenter.com 

Michael G. Haas,  
M.D. 

Board-Certified 
Ophthalmologist (center)  

is happy to introduce  
our newest doctors  

David Davis, M.D.,FACS (right) 
and Timothy Reese, OD to 
our practice this summer 
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