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�� July 4 Events, See ad on page 13.
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Our community calendar carries listings on a space-avail-
able basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by local 
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include events that are open to the general public and are 
not religious or self-promotional in nature. If space is avail-
able, complimentary calendar listings are included, when 
requested, for events advertised in the current issue. To have 
your event listed at no charge in Our Community Calendar, 
please call (719) 339-7831 or send the information to calen-
�
����������������������
	��������!����"�#�$%&'��*��-
ument, Colorado 80132.

Support Our Community.
 Shop Tri-Lakes and 

Black Forest!
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For advertising information, contact 
John Heiser, (719) 488-3455, 

ads@ocn.me, or visit www.ocn.me.
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Ad space reservations due: Fri., June 14 
Finished ad artwork due: Fri., June 21 
Letters to the editor due: Fri., June 21 

Calendar items due: Fri., June 28 
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The Rabbi’s Corner 
Growing Over the Wall�

By Oswald Garagorry 
In Genesis 49, Jacob gathers his sons and propheti-

cally tells them what will happen to them in the acharit-
hayamin (the last days). He began with his oldest, Reu-
ben, and ends with his youngest Benjamin. We will 
briefly discuss a portion of what he told Joseph in verse 
22.  

"Joseph is a fruitful plant, a fruitful plant by a spring. 
With branches growing over the wall." This prophetic 
blessing was experienced throughout Joseph’s life. Start-
ing in Genesis 37, Joseph is described as a dreamer. God 
communicated with him in his dreams; some of his 
dreams covered events that would happen to him and at 
other times the dreams were about the future of his fam-
ily. His dreams were upsetting to his brothers at times, 
and their reaction is similar to what is experienced today 
in some Messianic circles. 

On one occasion he said, "I am looking for my broth-
ers" (15). This is a heartfelt desire for fellowship with 
brothers in the faith. He goes with a warm heart and an 
out stretched hand. But what he finds are his brothers, 
plotting to kill him (18). It seems that they were upset 
because of his dreams "look the dreamer is coming" (19). 

Among his brothers, one appeared to have some 
level of conscious, but he is controlled by fear or coward-
ice; he had good intentions and no guts. He plans to save 
his brothers’ life later (22). The brothers throw Joseph 
into a dry cistern and then eat their meal (25). So here is 
Joseph in a deep cistern with walls all around.  

Later on in the story, he is taken to Egypt, sold to 
Pharaoh’s captain; Potiphar. But problems arise and Jo-
seph finds himself behind walls again, "Joseph’s master...
put him in prison" (Chapter 39:20). It seems like Joseph 
had a problem with "walls;" first in a cistern with high 
walls and again in a walled prison behind locked doors. 
Yet in the blessing he received (Genesis 49:22- 26) he is 
compared to a fruitful plant by a spring with branches 
growing over the walls. This blessing is full of symbolism 
and the following are some interpretations of these sym-
bols:  Plant is a symbol for man;  Spring represents life 
and the needed water for plant growth. 

In Psalm 2 it is made very clear; the text tells us that 
he is "a plant," but it doesn’t say what that plant is. Yet I 
will venture to suggest that plant may have been what 
believers in Messiah are. Messiah said: "I am the vine you 
are the branches" (John 15:1-11). In this picture of a vine 
and branches it is very difficult to see where one begins 
and the other ends, because each is a continuation of the 
other. 

The "walls" that the branches go over, represent the 
opposition that his own brothers, motivated by impure 
hearts and jealously manufactured in an attempt to kill 
and crush the dreams that God would bring into reality 
by Joseph’s life. 

Later on Joseph is falsely accused by someone (not a 
brother of the faith) and goes to jail. But from the walls of 
his prison, he moves to the palace of Pharaoh and be-
comes the food provider for the country, the world and 
the savior of his family. 

So walls raised by brothers and liars could not stop 
Joseph’s branches from growing over the confining walls 
of resistance and jealously. Paul said, "Who will separate 
us from the love of Messiah? Trouble? Hardship? Perse-
cution? Hunger? Poverty? Dangers? War? As Tanakh 
says: “For your sake we are being put to death all day 
long. We are considered sheep to be slaugh-
tered." (Romans 8:35-36).  

But because of our union with Messiah, we just keep 
growing over the walls that people raise in our path. 

Shalom to you. 

Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi  
of Aliyah Congregation that  

meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
at the Mountain Community 

Mennonite Church,  
643 Highway 105, Palmer Lake, CO 80133 
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