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tention was to put the issue of the de-
partment’s future before the voters.

Councilperson Paul Banta added that 
he wanted to keep the Fire Department 
as a part of the town. He said the town 
had underfunded it for years, and he 
was determined to understand the re-
quired level of funding to keep it local. 
He noted that Dan Qualman, a con-

sultant hired by the town to help them 
plan the future of the department, 
thought up to 45 mills would need to be 
added to the town’s taxes to fund keep-
ing the department local. Banta ended 
by saying that no merger would be put 
in place that night.

Alternative plan presented
Ball and Oesterreich took the floor to 
present a plan that they argued would 
allow the town to retain control over 
its Fire Department and yet spend less 
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