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Local Events

Palmer Lake Town Council, July 17

Board agrees to work on
ballot tax issue to keep
Fire Department

See pages 28-31 for event locations and other details of these
and many other local events.
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Chautauqua in Palmer Lake, Sat.,
Aug. 3, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Palmer Lake Try-athlon, Sat., Aug. 3,
10:30 a.m.
Tri-Lakes Cruisers Car Show, Sun.,
Aug. 4, 7 a.m.-3 p.m.
D-38 Home School Enrichment
Academy, Tue., Aug. 6, 5-7 p.m.
National Night Out, Tue., Aug. 6.
Bill Nance Memorial Blood Drive,
Thu., Aug. 8, 1-5:30 p.m.
Paradise Villas Community Garage
Sale, Fri.-Sat., Aug. 9-10
King’s Deer Community Garage
Sale, Fri.-Sun., Aug. 9-11
Monument’s Free Movie Night:
Surf’s Up, Fri., Aug. 9, 7 p.m.
Black Forest Festival, Sat., Aug. 10,
6:30 a.m-9 p.m.
WMMI Artisans & Machinery Faire,
Sat.-Sun, Aug. 10-11, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
BFFRPD/AARP Blood Drive, Sat.,
Aug. 17, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Pickin’ on the Divide, Sat., Aug. 17, 11
a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Concerts in the Park, Wed., Aug. 7
and every Wed., thru Aug. 21, 7-9 p.m.
FOMP Trail Work Night, Tue., Aug.
13, 6-9 p.m.
WMMI: Colorado’s Women ‘59ers”,
Tue., Aug. 13, 6:30-8 p.m.
Art Hop, Thu., Aug. 15, 5-8 p.m.
Community Volunteer Fair at TriLakes Y, Thu., Aug. 22, 4-7 p.m.
Fox Run Park Volunteers, Thu., Aug.
22, 5-6 p.m.
Taste of Palmer Lake, Sat., Aug. 24,
1-4 p.m.
Tom Rush Concert at TLCA, Tue.,
Aug. 27, 7 p.m.
Tri-Lakes Chamber Free Education
Series: HR, Thu., Aug. 29, 9-11 a.m.
Indie Band Fest at WMMI, Sat.-Sun.,
Aug. 31-Sep. 1
Phil Keaggy Concert at TLCA, Fri.,
Sep. 6, 7 p.m.
Front Range Open Studios, Sat.-Sun.,
Sep. 7-8, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
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Above: Many town residents attended the Palmer Lake Town Council meeting

July 17 and used the public comment portions of the meeting to express their
support for the Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department (PLVFD), and to argue
the department should remain part of the town instead of merging with Tri-Lakes
Monument Fire Protection District. At times, the comments grew heated, with one
resident demanding the recall of Mayor John Cressman. Photo by Jackie Burhans.
By James Howald and Jackie Burhans
The Palmer Lake Town Council held a
special session July 17 to plan for the
future of the town’s volunteer Fire Department. Initially, the final item on
the agenda for the meeting was “consideration for approval of an interim
governmental agreement (IGA) between the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire
Protection District (TLMFPD) and the
Town of Palmer Lake for fire protection
and emergency medical services.”
Many town residents attended
and used the public comment portions of the meeting to express their
support for Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire
Department (PLVFD), and to argue the
department should remain part of the
town. At times, the comments grew
heated, with one resident demanding
the recall of Mayor John Cressman.
Resident Shana Ball, previously
the fire chief of PLVFD, presented a
plan to keep the department local to
the community and to use a tax increase to pay for the necessary changes. Rich Kuehster, who served as the

council’s liaison with the Fire Department when he sat on the Town Council, argued the council should make
some short-term improvements to the
existing facility and take its time developing a long-term plan.

Meeting takes a new direction
in opening minutes

When the agenda was presented for
approval at the beginning of the meeting, Trustee Glant Havenar moved to
make two changes to the agenda: first,
to give Shana Ball and Weston Oesterreich, one of the departments’ paid
firefighters, 20 minutes to present a
plan to keep the Fire Department local to the town, and, second, to remove
the vote on the IGA from the agenda.
The council voted unanimously in favor of Havenar’s motion, sending the
meeting in a new direction.
Following that vote, Cressman
said the goal of the council was to draft
a ballot issue that would go to the voters in November, stressing that his in-
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Triview Metropolitan District,
July 16 and 23

Jackson Creek
Parkway
widening
project started
By Jennifer Kaylor
The Triview Metropolitan District
Board of Directors met for a special
meeting in lieu of its regular July 16
board meeting to receive Kiewit Infrastructure Co.’s final design and bid
information on the Jackson Creek
Parkway (JCP) widening project. The
altered meeting schedule allowed the
district and Kiewit to begin construction on the planned timeline. The regular board meeting was rescheduled
for the following week, July 23, during
which the board received the 2018 audit report and discussed strategy to address future financial challenges.
Water attorney Chris Cummins
and Director Anthony Sexton were excused.
Triview is a Title 32 special district
within Monument that provides road,
landscaping, and open space maintenance, and water and wastewater services to Jackson Creek, Promontory
Pointe, Sanctuary Pointe, and several
commercial areas.
The July 16 and 23 board packets
may be accessed via www.triviewmetro.com/boardDocuments.

Construction plan and
improvements outlined

Kiewit Project Manager Joe Houtz explained that the improvements are
specific to two different sections of the
parkway and, consequently, construction will be conducted in two phases.
Phase one, with a start date of July 29,
began work on JCP north—the stretch
of the parkway between Leather Chaps

TRIVIEW (Cont. on 6)

PLVFD (Cont. on 2)

Palmer Lake Town Council, July 11 and 25

Council hears update from
Awake the Lake, audit report
By James Howald and Jackie Burhans
The Palmer Lake Town Council met
twice in July—on July 11 and again on
July 25. At the first meeting, the council
heard an update from Awake the Lake,
hired an engineer to oversee that project, and heard a presentation on allowing dogs on the trail to the town’s reservoir. The council also promoted the
interim town manager to a full-time
position.
At the July 25 meeting, the board
heard an audit report for the town’s
2018 finances, voted on a special event
permit for a wine festival, and considered a conditional use permit for a
commercial development at Illumination Point. Finally, Rich Kuehster, a former member of the Palmer Lake Town
Council, reported to the council on his

efforts to remediate ventilation and
housing concerns in the town’s current
fire station.

Bridge project faces obstacles

Representing Awake the Lake, Jeff
Hulsmann began his presentation by
recounting the lengthy history of the
project.
Hulsmann told the council inaction on the part of the town was impeding progress, and he hoped they
would sign contracts at the meeting.
He said Awake the Lake had contracts
with Big R Manufacturing to build the
bridge and with SEMA construction
company to install it, and he was ready
to move forward. Hulsmann said he
recommended the town hire Roland

PLTC (Cont. on 5)

Above: Triview Metropolitan District
approved a contract with Kiewit
Infrastructure on July 16 to widen the
Triview-owned section of Jackson Creek
Parkway from two lanes to four and
install several amenities. The project
was started July 29, and widening will
extend from just north of the Leather
Chaps Drive intersection to the Higby
Road juncture. A second phase of repair
work is intended for Triview’s southern
section of the parkway, Baptist Road
to Leather Chaps Drive. The district’s
contract includes a final phase in
which new asphalt overlay and striping
are planned for the north and south
sections, from Baptist Road to Higby
Road. The anticipated completion date
is Dec. 2. Photo by Jennifer Kaylor
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PLVFD (Cont. from 1)
tention was to put the issue of the department’s future before the voters.
Councilperson Paul Banta added that
he wanted to keep the Fire Department
as a part of the town. He said the town
had underfunded it for years, and he
was determined to understand the required level of funding to keep it local.
He noted that Dan Qualman, a con-

sultant hired by the town to help them
plan the future of the department,
thought up to 45 mills would need to be
added to the town’s taxes to fund keeping the department local. Banta ended
by saying that no merger would be put
in place that night.

Alternative plan presented

Ball and Oesterreich took the floor to
present a plan that they argued would
allow the town to retain control over
its Fire Department and yet spend less
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than Qualman’s estimate. They
said they had adjusted Qualman’s estimates with the goal
of defining the best option to
provide fire and medical services at the lowest projected
cost.
Ball and Oesterreich proposed:
• A multi-purpose station
that would house both
the Fire and the Police
Departments.
• Additional staffing.
• An ambulance housed
at the multi-purpose station.
As their presentation continued, they added details about
each of the three parts of their
proposal.
Regarding the station,
Ball and Oesterreich said

it might be built on property
owned by the Fire Department
or on land owned by local developer Kurt Ehrhardt next to
the Tri-Lakes Center for the
Arts. Ball said Ehrhardt had
proposed an interest-free loan
with a balloon payment due in
10 years, for a total cost of $1.5
million. The proposed building
would be 5,500 to 7,000 square
feet. Ball said another builder
had proposed a pole building
for the multi-purpose station,
which would be less expensive
than Ehrhardt’s proposal.
In terms of staffing, Ball
and Oesterreich proposed
adding a fire chief and four
more paid firefighters and
EMTs.
During the discussion of

ambulances and other equipment, Ball said grants could
possibly defray the cost of an
ambulance and other equipment.
Ball said she estimated a
tax increase of 16 mills, for a
total of 26 mills funding the
Fire Department, would be
enough to fund the proposed
plan.
Following the presentation by Ball and Oesterreich,
Kuehster pointed out the town
had a fully functioning Fire
Department now, with two
paid staff supported by volunteers, so the need for changes
was not urgent. He supported
the proposed tax increase, he
said.
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Comments show support
for PLVFD, concern
with the mayor

support of the Fire Department, recalling instances when firefighters went beyond the call
of duty to help them and
their families.

During public comments, residents made these points:
• Many residents spoke in

T
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Several residents said they felt the future of the
department should be decided by the voters and
that time should be taken to develop the right
plan.
Residents argued TLMFPD would necessarily
take longer to respond to medical emergency

•

ALTERATIONS SPECIALIST
On-Site Tailoring

•

10% OFF

•

ALTERATIONS

Must present coupon at time of
drop-off. Prepayment required.
Cannot be combined with other
offers. Expires 8/31/19.

calls and saw this as a reason not to merge.
Several commenters said tax revenue that
should go to the Fire Department was not properly allocated in the budget.
Mike Bromfield asked the council to let the town
make the decision and to schedule workshops
on the topic.
Meredith Bromfield said she felt a tax increase
was necessary, although no one wants that. She
recalled working on the issue in 2014 as a part
of a committee that recommended an increase
of 16.2 mills. A proposal for 10 mills went on the
ballot.
Bonnie Gray called for Cressman to be recalled.
Other residents expressed anger that the Town
Council would consider merging with another
district.
Greg Coopman, who said he grew up in Palmer
Lake, argued the town code does not give the
Town Council the authority to disband the Fire
Department. Coopman now is a Monument resident and serves on its Board of Trustees.
Former Mayor Nikki McDonald recalled talking to TLMFPD about a possible merger in the
late ‘90s with no success. She said changes were
needed and that the residents should decide.
Several residents said the Fire Department was
a part of the town’s traditions that it would be a
mistake to abandon.
Trish Flake argued that the Fire Department
was not getting revenue that it was supposed to
get, and that Town Attorney Maureen Juran had
a conflict of interest because she works with the
Town of Palmer Lake and also with TLMFPD.
Ann Forsyth pointed out that the town was not

•

•

•

•
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36 Year Resident in the Tri-Lakes and
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Time is short to develop ballot language

Board members will work with the Fire Committee
to build a plan and confirm the mill levy increase
required. Juran told the council they have about five
weeks to develop language for the ballot. The deadline is in early September, she said. Once language is
voted on, fair campaign practice laws take effect and a
citizen-run issue committee will be needed to run the
campaign and track expenditures.
At the end of the meeting, the council voted to
participate in the El Paso County coordinated election in November and to begin holding meetings to
work on the ballot language.
**********
James Howald can be reached at
jameshowald@ocn.me. Jackie Burhans can be
reached at jackieburhans@ocn.me.

Dianne Meyer—Owner/Broker
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In response to a number of hostile remarks directed at
Cressman, several of the council members spoke out
to support him.
Trustee Mark Schuler said that while he sometime disagreed with Cressman, he was proud to serve
with him.
Trustee Robert Mutu said of the council, “We are
your neighbors; we are not your enemies.” Mutu said
the council was there to address serious problems
that were created by the previous management of the
town. He said he was committed to fixing the town’s
problems.
Trustee Gary Faust said he had believed merging was the best strategy, that he might disagree with
others on the council, but he respected them, adding,
“I’m tired of being shamed for my service. … I’m tired
of being told we should recall the mayor and everyone
on this board, of being told we shirked our fiduciary
duties ... that criminal charges should be brought ...
this has got to end.”
Kuehster pointed out that every department in
town government is short of money, that the town
should work together, and there was no point in attacking the council over past mistakes.
Ball got to the heart of the matter by saying to the
attendees: “We get that you love our Fire Department
... the real question is what are you willing to pay to
keep them?”

Friday-Sunday, August 9-11
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Council members, others express support
for mayor, council, town
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PLTC (Cont. from 1)
Obering to oversee the work, since Obering was already familiar with the project.
In response to Hulsmann’s remarks, Mayor John
Cressman said hiring an engineer from GMS was already on the agenda and the town did not have a proposal from Obering. Town Attorney Maureen Juran
said all she had seen was a handwritten note saying
Obering would charge $10,000 for the project. Juran
said oversight on the project was lacking.
Hulsmann told the council there was a shortfall
of funds to complete the bridge and told them about
his efforts to raise money for the project. A fundraiser
was planned at the lake, he said, and he also suggested selling metal plaques that would be attached to the
bridge.
The discussion led to an acrimonious exchange
between Hulsmann and Trustee Paul Banta about the
total cost of the project and the relative responsibilities of the town and Awake the Lake.

Town hires engineer to oversee bridge

The town elected to hire Dave Frisch of GMS Engineering to project manage the remaining work on the
bridge.
Cressman noted that the town had previously
worked with GMS, which submitted a formal estimate
of $25,000. The council voted to approve GMS as the
engineer to provide project management, with only
Trustee Mark Schuler voting no. Banta and Cressman
expressed willingness for the town to pick up the difference in cost.

OCN
confirmed that his own research showed that Remington’s salary was appropriate.

Audit shows improved town finances

At the July 25 meeting, Dave Green, of Dave Green
and Associates LLC, reviewed the results of his audit with the council. Green said the audit included a
clean, unmodified opinion, indicating the town’s finances are in good shape.
Green said the town had $2.4 million in its General Fund and no unusual liabilities.
The town’s water fund had a balance of $375,000,
he said.
Green said he saw improvement in the town’s financial practices over the previous year, adding the
town “is getting on the right track.”
The council voted unanimously to approve the
audit report and forward it on to the state.

Wine festival permit expanded

Matthew Hexter, the entrepreneur planning the

BLACK FOREST CHEF
Got friends coming over?
What to serve? Call Chef
Sandy. I can arrange a
menu, do the grocery
shopping and the
cooking.

(719) 426-8475
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Dog ban discussion continues

The board heard a presentation from Pam Ransom,
who wanted dogs to be allowed on the trail to the
reservoir. Ransom suggested the town sell licenses to
residents and others who want to bring their dogs on
the trail.
The council told Ransom enforcing her plan
would be difficult and expensive.
Other residents said they saw an improvement in
the condition of the trail since the ban on dogs was
put in place. No action was taken.

Town manager hired

Cressman told the council that Valerie Remington
had been hired as town manager on an interim basis
when Cathy Green-Sinnard left the position. He proposed hiring her permanently and providing a raise
and a “real position.”
Juran proposed a motion that would hire Remington for $100,000 per year, with an annual review
and a 5 percent raise conditional on a satisfactory review.
Mark Schuler made the motion and Cressman
seconded it. Banta voted no and the other trustees
voted yes.
Remington previously was financial officer and
Human Resources manager for the town.
During public comments, a resident objected
to the salary, stating that the town manager in Vail
was paid far less. Remington made a statement that
the resident’s information was incorrect, and the
town manager of Vail made far more and had a housing and car allowance along with a retirement plan,
which Remington did not. She said that a salary survey had been done to determine the appropriate salary for a town the size of Palmer Lake. Trustee Faust

Monument Hill
Farmers Market
Every Saturday
8 am-2 pm

In front of the D-38 Administration Building
at 2nd and Jefferson St. in Downtown
Monument. Park behind the administration
building or in the Catholic Church parking lot.
Playground for the kids! Many new vendors plus
all your old favorites! For info, call 592-9420.

Palisade Peaches & Roasted Chilies are here!

Summer Specials!
Dry Cleaning
Drapes for dry
cleaning 10% OFF!
Two Comforters
Any Size…$60!
Discounts for new customers, first
responders, and military.

Present or mention coupon at time of drop off. Cannot be
combined with other offers. Good through 8/30/19.

Monument Cleaners
Your personal quality cleaner

All cleaning, except leather, done on-site.

15932 Jackson Creek Parkway
In the Monument Marketplace

(719) 481-4485

Gophers-B-Gone
Gophers,
Moles, Voles,
Burrowing
Rodent
Control
wwwGophersBGone.net

(719) 377-3991
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Décor by Diane
Interior Painting

No job too small. Over 30 years experience.
Decorbydm@aol.com or (719) 488-0817

Premier Custom Home Builder
Custom Homes • Garages & Barns
23 years experience in El Paso & Douglas Counties
Licensed & Insured

(719) 440-2873 or (719) 481-6170
handcraftedinc@aol.com www.handcraftedinc.com

Palmer Lake Wine Festival scheduled for Sept. 14 at
the lake, asked the board to increase the number of
tickets he can sell from the 500 the council approved
previously to 1,000.
Hexter told the council he would donate 5 percent of the proceeds to Tri-Lakes Cares, and that 15
wineries wanted to participate. Music would be provided by the Monument Jazz Trio, he said, and three
to five food trucks would be at the event. Palmer Lake
restaurants would be provided free booths at the
event, he said.
Havenar said she saw little benefit to the town
in Hexter’s plan and was concerned the town would
need to clean up after the event. Hexter agreed he
would be responsible for leaving the park in good
condition after the event.
The council voted to grant Hexter’s request with
the conditions that he provide parking, cleanup, security and evacuation plans.

Council has concerns about
plan for Illumination Point

Jeremy Ferranti presented his plan for a business to
support contractors at Ilumination Point. The business would support contractors by providing a loca-

TRIVIEW (Cont. from 1)

Woodmoor Handyman
Remodels • Electrical • Plumbing
No job too small

Call for an estimate today!
(719) 640-5751 (office)
(719) 650-7252 (cell)
1-719-568-2957 (cell)

TRI-LAKES Y

17250 Jackson Creek Parkway
Monument, CO 80132
ppymca.org

COMMUNITY

VOLUNTEER FAIR
GET INVOLVED IN YOUR

COMMUNITY
Thursday, August 22

4:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Tri-Lakes YMCA
FREE and open to the community!
Learn more by stopping by the Tri-Lakes YMCA
or calling 719.481.8728!
If you area a local
organization that has
volunteer opportunities
please sign up (no charge)
at the Tri-Lakes YMCA

PARTNERING WITH

Drive and Higby Road—to add:
• Two traffic lanes with three new intersections
and turn lanes.
• A 5- to 6-foot-wide sidewalk on the east side of
the parkway.
• Additions and enhancements to the current
storm drain system to improve capacity.
• Curb and gutter straddling both sides of the
north section.
• A stamped and colored center median with
landscape rock embellishments.
• Long-life LED light poles.
The plan is to build the new lanes and east side amenities of this section first. Traffic will eventually be
switched to the new lanes for crews to work on the
west side’s storm drain system, curb, and gutter. The
expected completion date of this phase is Sept. 24.
Houtz defined JCP south as the length of parkway
from Baptist Road to Leather Chaps Drive and detailed the work to include:
• Removal of old, transverse-cracked asphalt and
replacement with new asphalt up to 7 inches
thick.
• Overlay a new 2-inch layer of asphalt and apply
Petrotac, a membrane that combats moisture
and stress damage, on parallel cracks.
Houtz confirmed the plan to work on one lane at a
time in this section to reduce traffic congestion.
When the north and south sections have been
completed, the plan is to lay a new 2-inch asphalt
overlay on all lanes as well as north-south bike-lane
striping on Triview’s full extension of the parkway,
from Baptist Road to Higby Road. Houtz expected to
reach substantial completion of the entire project by
Dec. 2.
Initially, the widening project was more limited in
scope and primarily addressed changes to the north
section. District Manager Jim McGrady expressed
concern that cyclists would face serious safety issues
if road surface and lane markings of the two sections
did not match. For this reason, the project was broadened to include the south section repairs and final,
full-extension asphalt overlay with bike-lane striping.
Consequently, the district sacrificed some 2019 projects and used excess funds from others to cover the
additional $821,189 costs. Kiewit’s ultimate price fell
just below $6.6 million.
It should be noted that the portion of Jackson
Creek Parkway that runs north from Higby Road to
Highway 105 is under the authority of the Town of
Monument and El Paso County and is not part of
Triview’s 2019 Jackson Creek Parkway widening project. McGrady asked the town to partner in the design
process, since the town owns Jackson Creek Parkway north of Higby, but did not get a firm commitment from the board at its June 18, 2018 meeting. See
https://www.ocn.me/v18n7.htm#mbot1806.

Long-term rates strategy:
Prepare for loss of tap fees

Triview is a district where developers have room to
build, and new development brings significant revenue in the form of tap fees. McGrady explained that
Triview has historically used about $800,000 in tap
fees to supplement the enterprise fund’s debt service
and operating costs to provide water and wastewater
services. Because development will eventually cease
due to the constraints of district boundaries, the tap
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tion to run their business, to store supplies, and to
park heavy equipment, such as cranes.
Several of the council members expressed concerns about the impact the heavy equipment traffic
would have on Highway 105 and about the potentially
unsightly appearance of the proposed business.

Effort to improve existing
fire station advances

Rich Kuehster asked the board to authorize him to
proceed with his work to improve the ventilation and
sleeping facilities at the town’s fire station. Kuehster
said he needed about $25,000 to implement his plan.
The board voted unanimously to give him approval to continue his work.
**********
The council next is scheduled to hold meetings on
Aug. 8 and on Aug. 22 at 6 p.m. at Town Hall, 42 Valley
Crescent. Meetings are normally held on the second
and fourth Thursdays of the month, with the second
meeting organized as a working session. Information:
481-2953.
James Howald can be reached at
jameshowald@ocn.me. Jackie Burhans can be
reached at jackieburhans@ocn.me.

fees will also eventually dry up. When this happens,
the district will need to rely solely on water and wastewater rates and fees to pay for operations and debt
service. This will likely translate to a dramatic rate
hike for customers.
Related costs looming on the horizon include
the anticipated expenses of participating in the North
Monument Creek Interceptor (NMCI). McGrady suggested that current and future tap fees should be “piggy banked” in preparation for NMCI-associated costs,
some sort of return flow pipeline, possible water storage, and costs inherent in obtaining renewable water.
He promoted avoidance of additional debt or at least
avoidance of high-dollar, long-term debt.
Directors considered methods for raising rates
more gradually, such as expanding the current breakdown of rate tiers, adding a capital improvement fee
or customer service charge, and tying rate increases
to specific growth metrics or annual percentages. The
board concurred that the practices of neighboring
water and wastewater districts were inconsequential;
the district must charge what is necessary to run its
operations.
McGrady committed to an in-house collaboration with the district’s accountant, Kathy Fromm,
CFO of Special District Solutions, to conduct a costof-service analysis and to further develop the longterm financial strategy that he presented to the board
in March 2019. See www.ocn.me/v19n3.htm#tvmd.

2018 audit deemed positive, amendment
approved, June financials reviewed

Lewis Malloy, supervising audit senior, and Steve
Hochstetter, partner of Stockman Kast Ryan and Co.,
provided a summary of Triview’s 2018 financial audit,
which determined that the district’s financial statements “are fairly presented in all material respects,”
the highest level of assurance.
The board unanimously approved the district’s
2018 financial statements and authorization to file the
Triview 2018 audit with the state of Colorado subject
to final auditor review.
Fromm presented an amendment to the 2018
budget. The district opened a public hearing pertaining to the amendment. No public comments were received, and the public hearing was closed.
Fromm confirmed that the amendment accounted for a shift in tax revenue and excess road improvement expenses in the general fund and related capital
projects. The water and wastewater enterprise fund
amendment reconciled the district’s payoff of former
debt after issuance of a new bond in November 2018.
See www.ocn.me/v18n11.htm#tvmd. As amended,
the general fund increased from $6.3 million to $13.4
million and the water and wastewater enterprise fund
increased from $4.4 million to $16.7 million. See pages 18 to 21 of the July 23 board packet. Board directors unanimously voted to adopt Resolution 2019-03
amending the Triview 2018 budget.
Continuing the financial discussion, Fromm
reviewed the June 2019 financials. She explained
that the public works and parks and open space allocations under the general fund, and the water and
wastewater allocations under the enterprise fund,
“are all running at a positive,” meaning operating revenues are covering operating expenses.
Property tax revenue, received as a lump sum
generally in October or later, tends to skew the overall revenue percentage for public works, commented
Fromm. The 2018 spring snowstorms also shifted the
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public works expenses into a higherthan-expected percentage for this midyear assessment, she added.
Directors entered executive session §24-6-402(4)(b)(e)(f ) legal advice,
negotiations after each the meeting.

OCN did not confirm whether additional actions were taken or decisions
made after the respective sessions.
**********
The next Triview board meeting will
be held at 5:30 p.m. Aug. 20. Board
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meetings are generally scheduled on
the third Tuesday of the month at the
district office, 16055 Old Forest Point,
Suite 300, Monument. Information:
488-6868 or visit www.triviewmetro.
com. See also “Triview Metropoli-

tan District” on Facebook, or Twitter.
com/@TriviewMetro.
Jennifer Kaylor can be reached at
jenniferkaylor@ocn.me.

Forest Lakes Metropolitan District and Pinon Pines Metropolitan Districts 1, 2, and 3, July 1

100% renewable water supply in use

By Natalie Barszcz
At the Forest Lakes Metropolitan District (FLMD) and Pinon Pines Metropolitan Districts (PPMD) 1, 2, and 3
board meetings on July 1, the directors
discussed the completion of the surface water treatment plant, accepted
the 2018 audits for FLMD and Pinon
Pines 1, and agreed to schedule all future regular joint meetings for late afternoon.

Surface water treatment plant

The target completion date for the surface water treatment plant was June
2, but a few final significant warranty
items need to be addressed, said District Manager Ann Nichols. She also
noted the following:
• Donala confirmed the plant is
functioning well.
• All residents are solely receiving
surface water from Bristlecone
Lake.
• FLMD customers are not currently receiving any well water from
non-renewable aquifers.
• Lake levels remain high due to
healthy flows in Beaver Creek.
• Plans to combine Arapahoe well
water with Bristlecone Lake water depends on the purchase of a
pump for the previously drilled
well.

2018 audits approved

The FLMD and PPMD 1 audits were
conducted by Hoelting & Co. Inc. Certified Public Accountants and were due
to be filed by July 31. Nichols stated
that Pinon Pines Metropolitan District 1 exists only to collect taxes to be
used to pay off bonds used to construct
FLMD infrastructure, and the same will
be true of PPMD 2 when development
begins there. The board accepted the
PPMD 1 audit 4-0.
PPMD 1 Board President/Classic
Homes CEO Doug Stimple’s absence
was excused.
Nichols said:
• Capital assets for FLMD have increased from $9 million to $17
million with the completion of the
surface water treatment plant.
• FLMD is operating at a loss due
to the cost increases for the operations of the surface water treatment plant and wastewater treatment for more customers.
• Customer water rates will likely

increase in 2020 closer to the
levels of other northern El Paso
County water district customers
once the actual cost of operations
have been determined.
The board also accepted the FLMD
2018 audit for state filing, 3-0.

Future meetings
moved to afternoons

PPMD 1 Director Mike Slavic, a resident of Forest Lakes, asked that future
board meetings be moved to late afternoon as a request on behalf of PPMD
1 residents. PPMD 1 Director Mike
Hitchcock, also a resident, supported
the request, saying it would work better for him to have the meeting at the
end of the working day. FLMD Attorney
Russell Dykstra confirmed that his calendar was open for 4 p.m. meetings in
the future.
The board unanimously approved
moving the time for the next meeting to
4 p.m., calling it a special meeting, although there was some debate on when
the next meeting would be needed.
Assistant Secretary/President of
Classic Homes Joe Loidolt suggested
having an annual meeting just to answer residents’ general questions.

NMCI project

Nichols said the North Monument
Creek Interceptor (NMCI) project continues to raise many questions, and it
will likely take at least 18-24 months to
reach an agreement. The wastewater
portion to consolidate flows to the J.D.
Phillips Water Reclamation/Recovery
Facility in Colorado Springs is a desirable option for all the northern wastewater districts because it would be so
much more cost effective.
However, FLMD is not interested
in the future return flows of treated
water from CSU, and the project could
fail if a cost-effective solution to deliver
return flows to other interested northern water districts cannot be found.
See www.ocn.me/v19n1.htm#flmd and
www.ocn.me/v19n4.htm#flmd. Also,
see the Donala article on page 10.
The meeting adjourned at 10:48
a.m.
Note: One board director position remains vacant for the FLMD and for
PPMD’s 2 and 3.
**********
Future PPMD 1 meetings, followed by

joint meetings of FLMD and PPMD 2
and 3, are usually scheduled for 4 p.m.
the first Monday of the month in the
Classic Homes office at 6385 Corporate
Drive, Suite 200, Colorado Springs. Official meeting notices are posted on the
district website at www.forestlakesme-

trodistrict.com and at the Forest Lakes
mailbox notice board. For general
questions, contact Ann Nichols at (719)
327-5810 or at anicholsduffy@aol.com.
Natalie Barszcz can be reached at
nataliebarszcz.ocn.me.

Let us sell for YOU on the
WORLD’S LARGEST auction site!
Professional photographs,
descriptions & shipping!

We do ALL the work
so you don’t have to!

The Blue Sage Merchant

stores.ebay.com/thebluesagemerchant
Call 488-1822 or visit us at 251 Front St., Monument

Tuesday - Friday 10-4 & Saturday 10-3
Closed Sunday & Monday
Proudly serving the Front Range for 16 years!

come get some on 8.16.19

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, July 8

Board hears favorable
audit report
By James Howald
At a meeting on July 8, the Woodmoor
Water and Sanitation District (WWSD)
board heard a brief audit report from
John Cutler of Cutler and Associates.
The board also heard comments from
resident Shane Crippen concerning the
district’s use of fees, and operational
reports from staff.

Audit report shows good
financial health

Because District Manager Jessie Shaffer presented the results of the district’s
audit to the board in Cutler’s place at
the June meeting, Cutler’s report to the

board was very brief.
Cutler told the board the audit report was “unmodified”—an indication
that the district’s finances are in good
shape. There were no red flags, Cutler
said.
More details about the contents
of the audit report can be found in the
July 6 issue of OCN, in the article titled
“Audit report delayed” at www.ocn.
me/v19n7.htm#wwsd.

District’s approach to
fees questioned

Crippen shared his concerns about
how the district assesses fees with the
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board.
Crippen told the board that he owns a rental
property in Woodmoor that was recently without a
tenant. During that time, he received a bill for $11 of
water used and $70 in fees. He felt that the fees were
excessive, and asked the board to develop a billing
model entirely based on use. Crippen said he felt the
use of fees was unfair to landlords.
Board President Jim Taylor explained to Crippen
how the fees, especially the Renewable Water Infrastructure Fee (RWIF), came to be part of the district’s
revenue collection. Before the RWIF was instated,
Taylor said, the district relied entirely on ground water pumped from aquifers to serve the district. Understanding that ground water would not last indefinitely, the district acquired water rights for 3,000 acre-feet
per year by purchasing a property then called the JV
Ranch in June 2011.
The district spent $30 million to acquire the water

rights, using bonds that will be paid off in 2036, Taylor
said. Taylor pointed out that the RWIF has decreased
by $5 per month as more residents have moved to
Woodmoor.
The RWIF ensures that Woodmoor residents will
have rights to renewable surface water permanently,
Taylor said, adding that the district was ahead of its
time in implementing a strategy that other districts
have also begun to use in recent years.
•
•
•

Highlights of operational reports

In the finance report, it was noted that water
use in the district is down due to the cool, wet
weather.
Two hundred acres are being irrigated at the
Woodmoor Ranch as part of the revegetation requirements the district must meet.
Well 20 was temporarily out of production and
was expected to be productive again by mid-
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July.
The radio system used by the district to control
water production is being upgraded.
• A faulty valve at Highway 105 and Fairplay Drive
was repaired.
• Brian Bush reported that a preliminary agreement to purchase the Walters property, which
is currently open space, has been reached, and
that as part of the agreement Proterra will build
housing on 33 acres of the property.
**********
The next meeting is scheduled for Aug. 12 at 1 p.m.
Meetings are usually held at the district office at 1845
Woodmoor Drive on the second Monday of each
month at 1 p.m. See www.woodmoorwater.com or
call 488-2525 to verify meeting times.
James Howald can be reached at
jameshowald@ocn.me.
•

Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility Joint Use Committee, July 9

Treatment facility running just as it should
By Lisa Hatfield
The Joint Use Committee (JUC) of the Tri-Lakes
Wastewater Treatment Facility (TLWWTF) met on
July 9 to discuss operations of this joint venture public
utility. They also talked about upcoming meetings on
state regulations and compared methods of noxious
weed control.
TLWWTF is owned in equal one-third shares by

First Step Preschool

Now enrolling for 2019-2020!
Call for a tour or more
information: 719-495-0146

Monument Sanitation District (MSD), Palmer Lake
Sanitation District (PLSD), and Woodmoor Water and
Sanitation District (WWSD).
The three-member JUC acts as the board of the
facility and consists of one director from each of the
three owner districts’ boards: MSD board Chairman
Ed DeLaney, JUC president; PLSD Vice Chairman
Patricia Smith, JUC vice president, and WWSD board
Director Lee Hanson, JUC secretary/treasurer. Other
board and staff members of the three owner districts
also attended, including MSD District Manager Mike
Wicklund, PLSD District Manager Becky Orcutt, and
WWSD Assistant District Manager Randy Gillette.

Manager’s report

Facility Manager Bill Burks praised his staff for their
hard work and good thinking when one very heavy
sludge lagoon blower had to be removed, repaired,
and replaced in a short amount of time. “I was really
pleased at the way we worked together,” he said.
Burks outlined specifics on the continued smooth

operation of the facility. He presented the discharge
monitoring report (DMR) for May, and he said all
sampling results were well within required Colorado
Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) discharge permit limits for TLWWTF and other
baseline sampling. This includes checking biological
oxygen demand (BOD), pH, total suspended solids,
total inorganic nitrogen, total phosphorus, total recoverable iron, dissolved iron, potentially dissolved
zinc, potentially dissolved copper, nitrite, nitrate, and
E. coli.
He said the facility is functioning at 32% of its
permitted hydraulic capacity and at 72% of its organic
capacity, consistent with recent trends.
TLWWTF has grown enough that it needs to remove biosolids from the sludge lagoon every year instead of in alternating years. Burks said 175 dry tons
should be removed by July 12 and then hauled always
in trailers to be land-applied as fertilizer, which is the
most affordable and ecologically sound solution.

Saturday, August 8, 2019
Stakeholders updates

Burks summarized the July meeting of
Arkansas River/ Fountain Creek Coalition for Urban/Rural River Evaluation (AF CURE). The group continues
to work with environmental engineers
Brown & Caldwell on sampling and
analysis plans, the Colorado Data Sharing Network on water quality, periphyton sampling plan, and the nutrient
sampling project. Burks mentioned
that it was unclear if the USGS gauge
measuring stream flow in Monument
Creek near Palmer Lake was still in service or not.
AF CURE members discussed how
CDPHE is trying to change the way a
facility’s capacity is calculated, “updating” definitions of vital keywords and
wavering on the final rules on dealing
with TENORM (technologically enhanced naturally occurring radioactive
material). See www.ocn.me/v18n11.
htm#tlwtfjuc.
MSD Environmental Compliance
Coordinator Jim Kendrick talked about

OCN
the June 12 Colorado Wastewater Utility Council meeting, saying extensive
changes to construction stormwater
drainage rules were in the works, generating many questions from stakeholders. The group also received information on corrosion control in
drinking water facilities.
Kendrick said Environmental Attorney Gabe Racz would be attending
upcoming state Regulation 22 meetings on behalf of permitted wastewater
plant stakeholders. The consensus of
JUC was that having Racz representing
facilities was well worth the cost, which
is divided among up to 60 groups who
need his representation at state hearings.

Noxious weed control discussed

Wicklund had received a complaint
from an irate resident who is a beekeeper concerned about the effects of
herbicides on his hives, and so Wicklund asked the other managers to share
with him about how they do countyrequired noxious weed removal from

around their facilities and equipment.
The consensus was that mowing
and herbicides were the best options
for the districts to control noxious
weeds and that the declining bee population is a worldwide problem, not
just caused by three sanitation districts doing weed control.
The meeting adjourned at 10:53
a.m.
**********
The next meeting is scheduled for 10
a.m. Aug. 13 at the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility, 16510 Mitchell
Ave. Meetings are normally held on
the second Tuesday of the month and
are open to the public from all three
owner-districts. For information, call
Bill Burks at 719-481-4053.
Lisa Hatfield can be reached at
lisahatfield@ocn.me.
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Donala Water and Sanitation District, July 18

Required permit with Pueblo County almost complete
By Jennifer Kaylor
Donala Water and Sanitation District
General Manager Kip Petersen presented to the full Board of Directors a
resolution formalizing Donala’s Pueblo
County 1041 permit at the July 18 meeting. He provided updates on Donala’s
request to the Colorado Department of
Health and Environment’s Water Quality Control Division (WQCD) to temporarily suspend arsenic discharge limits
and on the district’s potential consolidation with Colorado Springs Utilities
(CSU) and northern El Paso County
wastewater treatment providers to direct their respective wastewater flows
to the J.D. Phillips Water Resource Recovery Facility.
Donala’s water attorney Rick Fendel was present.

Permit within reach
and expensive

A public hearing on Donala’s 1041 permit request to Pueblo County was rescheduled, extending opportunity for
public objections to July 11 and postponing consideration of permit Donala Board Resolution 2019-2 until this
meeting.
This Donala 1041 permit is a necessary step for the district to use the
CSU Southern Delivery System (SDS)
to transport Donala’s renewable surface water from its Willow Creek Ranch
through Pueblo County to Donala customers.
Petersen reported that Donala’s
water attorney Rick Fendel and Donala
water engineer Katie Fendel had reviewed the resolution and declared
that it meets the established criteria set
forth in Pueblo County’s land use rules,
regulations, and conditions imposed
for county 1041 permit approval. The
resolution states that Donala’s directors agree to the county’s 1041 permit
terms and conditions and acknowledge and accept them.
Permit conditions for Donala’s
mitigation payments for Fountain
Creek impacts include:
1. An initial payment of $50,000 to
Pueblo County within 30 days of
the 1041 permit’s effective date.
2. A subsequent payment of $200,000
to Pueblo County by Jan. 31, 2020.
3. An initial payment of $10,000 to
the Fountain Creek Watershed
Flood Control and Greenway District within 90 days of the 1041
permit’s effective date.
4. An annual payment to the Fountain Creek Watershed District of
$10,000 by Jan. 15 of the next year.
These annual Jan. 15 payments

will increase by 3% each year over
the previous year’s payment.
5. An at-minimum proportional
0.3% share to any regional water
quality monitoring in the Fountain Creek watershed conducted
by the Fountain Creek Watershed
District or one or more of the CSU
SDS participants.
6. An at-minimum proportional
contribution of 0.3% to the cost of
any studies of a flood control dam
or dams on Fountain Creek conducted or financed by the Fountain Creek Watershed District.
7. Fendel said the final Pueblo County 1041 permit would be provided
to the Donala directors by July 30,
2019.
The directors unanimously approved
Donala Board Resolution 2019-2.
President Ken Judd, the Fendels,
Petersen, and Superintendent of Water
Operations Mark Parker were scheduled to meet with the full Pueblo Board
of County Commissioners on July 30
to address any lingering questions. Petersen speculated that the long-awaited approval would be granted at this
meeting.

Arsenic regulation suspension
request denied

At the June 20 Donala board meeting,
Petersen reported that he had submitted a request with the WQCD to
suspend the Upper Monument Creek
Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility’s (UMCRWWTF) arsenic discharge
limits for five years. See www.ocn.me/
v19n7.htm#dwsd. This action was intended to give the facility’s partnerowners—Donala, Triview Metropolitan
District, and Forest Lakes Metropolitan
District—time to seek two possible
solutions: regional consolidation of
wastewater treatment with Colorado
Springs Utilities (CSU) or construction
of a $1 million Water Treatment Plant
Residuals Dewatering Facility (RDF).
Both solutions require significant time
to establish and the CSU collaboration
has a “to be determined” cost.
If the northern El Paso County
wastewater treatment facilities, UMCRWWTF and the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility (TLWWTF),
collaborate with CSU, wastewater from
the two facilities would be directed to
the much larger and compliance-adept
J.D. Phillips Water Resource Recovery Facility, and the burden of arsenic
compliance would rest on CSU. The
RDF solution would provide a means to
extract arsenic and other contaminants
as solid wastes to divert most of them
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from the wastewater treatment facility
altogether. Petersen expressed appreciation for WQCD’s quick response but
reported that the request had been denied due to mismatched timelines.
As a result, Petersen communicated with engineers at GMS Inc. to
restart the million-dollar RDF project.
He anticipated a construction kick-off
in January 2020.

NMCI plan disappointments
and delays

Referring to a July 9 memo received
from CSU regarding the North Monument Creek Interceptor Project
(NMCI), Petersen summarized that
“CSU will not provide potable water in
exchange for our return flows from the
waste plant” meaning that direct potable reuse of the wastewater treated
at J.D. Phillips is not an option. Indirect
potable reuse is also fraught with many
concerns, reported Petersen. If the
northern entities consolidate and the
discharge point is established much
farther south, Donala would have to
construct a new water pipeline to deliver its water back to district customers. The expense would be prohibitive
and essentially strike indirect potable
reuse as an option. The memo included
a CSU proposal that the northern entities could account for their respective
flows discharged at J.D. Phillips.
The NMCI also faces significant
delays if it is to be constructed. The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
stipulates that a yet-to-be-named lead
agency must produce an Environmental Impact Statement and Record of
Decision; this process may consume 18
to 24 months and postpone a construction start date to spring 2022
Petersen confirmed that several of
the northern entities met recently to
discuss possible options for recovering
return flows.

•

Manager addresses finances
and other topics

Petersen commented that the
wastewater operations and management capital projects expenses
were higher than budgeted for
2019 due to manufacturing delays

experienced in 2018. The costs
were subsequently incurred in
2019. He expected to conduct a
supplemental budget adjustment
at the end of 2019 to account for
the additional expenses.
• After reviewing and noting minor corrections, directors unanimously approved the formalized
succession plan as drafted by Vice
President Ed Houle. The plan outlines that the new district general
manager, after completing a rigorous assessment, will likely start
May 1, 2020. Petersen’s retirement
officially falls on May 31, 2020, allowing for a month-long transition overlap.
• From July 21 to 26 a Donala crew
spent time at Willow Creek Ranch
repairing telemetry and perimeter
fences, calibrating flumes, conducting fire mitigation, and maintaining the access road. Petersen
reported that a visit to the ranch in
early July showed good vegetation
and grass cover and strong water
flows compared to previous years.
• Due to concerns of a possible
spill at Pueblo Reservoir in early
July, Donala moved a substantial
amount of water out of storage to
avoid a loss. Petersen reported
that the district is currently taking credit for as much water as its
decree allows as part of its water
management strategy.
The regular meeting moved into executive session at about 2:20 p.m. Petersen
later confirmed that no decisions were
made nor actions taken following the
executive session.
**********
The next board meeting will be held
at 1:30 p.m. Aug. 15 at the district office located at 15850 Holbein Drive,
Colorado Springs. The directors meet
in the district office conference room.
Board meetings are normally held
on the third Thursday of the month.
More information is available by calling (719)488-3603 or accessing www.
donalawater.org.
Jennifer Kaylor can be reached at
jenniferkaylor@ocn.me

Monument Board of Trustees, July 1

Three commercial
development sites approved;
emergency well repairs OK’d
By Allison Robenstein
At the July 1 Monument Board of Trustees meeting, three new land use ordinances were approved, members were
appointed to the Planning Commission and to the Board of Adjustments,
and emergency repairs to a Monument
well were approved using contingency
funds.

Two commercial developments
approved

The board unanimously approved the
final plat for Flying Horse MOB Filing
No. 1, the parcel that previously held
Little Sprouts Learning Center, at 77
Third St. Flying Horse Medical Center
& Aesthetics will move to the lot. See
www.ocn.me/v19n7.htm#mpc.
Next, Senior Planner Jennifer Jones
presented a zone change, as well as the
preliminary and final PD site plans and
final plat, for an 11.8-acre parcel called
Monument Marketplace North on the
west side of Jackson Creek Parkway

across from Harness Road. Jones and
the developer asked for the site to be
“down-zoned” to Planned Development (PD) to include fewer “uses by
right” to mirror those of the Regency
Park Planned Commercial Development District.
The Final PD site plan for 3.8 acres
of Monument Marketplace North will
allow Ferrari Films to build an almost
16,000-square-foot building and move
from its current location across the
street.
As was discussed at the June 12
Monument Planning Commission
meeting, Trustee Greg Coopman said
the town had gotten into trouble with
its lack of specific zoning definitions
in the past and was in favor of changing the wording of “film studio” to “film
and recording studio” and clarifying the
definition. He also said there should be
parameters on auto-use businesses.
Jones disagreed, saying they could

Saturday, August 8, 2019
change this to conditional use to mitigate the negatives rather than creating parameters outright that
might eliminate development options. See www.ocn.
me/v19n7.htm#mpc.
Trustee Ron Stephens said citizens have been
pushing back on the number of auto stores in the area
and agreed they should just vote to eliminate auto
uses completely. Mayor Don Wilson suggested they
address this in the ordinances for all new developments generally, rather than including it in just this
one. Jones confirmed stores like AutoZone are retail
stores, so they wouldn’t be included in any of these
definitions and could come into the town.
Harness Road will be extended across Jackson
Creek Parkway and will be maintained by Triview
Metropolitan District. The lots within the parcel will
access Harness Road via a private road with no other
access points onto Jackson Creek Parkway.
Resident Ann Howe spoke against the development, saying the Harness Road intersection is already
a hazard. Marco Fiorito, vice president of Triview
Metropolitan District, spoke in favor of the project,
telling the board the expansion of Jackson Creek Parkway will include a traffic light at Harness Road.
The ordinance was unanimously approved without redefining film studios or exclusion of automotive
stores.

Monument Ridge Apartments approved

The final land-use ordinance approved was for the
Monument Ridge Apartments at the southeast corner
of Baptist and Struthers Roads. This request was originally brought forward as a commercial development,
but then changed to multi-family housing. The density of the housing has slowly crept downward with
multiple denials by BOT and the Planning Commission.
At the Sept. 15, 2017 Planning Commission meeting, the developer asked for a multi-family housing
density of 20-24 dwellings per acre, which passed but
then failed at the BOT meeting. See https://www.ocn.
me/v17n10.htm#mbot1002. In early 2018, the housing density of 16-20 dwellings per acre was passed
by both boards. Tonight, the BOT agreed to abide by
the Planning Commission’s conditions. See www.ocn.
me/v19n7.htm#mpc.
During public comments, Monument Chamber
of Commerce President Terri Hayes said it would help
local workers who make $15 to $20 per hour and cannot afford to live where they work. Although there was
no discussion of apartment rent costs at this meeting,
John Romero of NES Inc. had previously said they
would rent for $900 to $1,700 per month.
Coopman was against the buildings before and
continued to be tonight because commercial businesses rather than residential housing would create
taxes, he doesn’t agree the expected rent is affordable,
and he is concerned about high-density housing in
general.
Public Works Director Tom Tharnish brought forward a resolution to use Water Enterprise Fund contingency money for emergency repairs to Well 9 in the
Trails End subdivision. Tharnish told the board the
well was drilled in 2004 and suddenly experienced a
catastrophic failure of the motor and pump, rendering it useless. This is the town’s largest well, producing
20% of the water for the town’s water system west of
I-25.
The cost to repair the well is $100,000, all of which
would come from budgeted contingency money, and
will take 4-5 weeks to complete. The request was approved unanimously.

Members added to Planning Commission
and Board of Adjustments

Steve King, a semi-retired real estate developer who
recently moved here from Englewood, was approved
by the BOT as an alternate to the Planning Commission. King is familiar with this type of commission as
he served on the Englewood commission. Bornstein
asked if it would be a conflict of interest if he was still
developing land, but King said now he only remodels
small projects. The Planning Commission needed to
fill one of its two alternate seats.
Mitchell LaKind was approved as a regular member of Board of Adjustments. After moving here a year

Cristi’s Cleaning
(719) 639-3549

Cristi Santa Maria
Owner
Residential
Free Estimates
Rental Clean Outs
References Available

OCN

Page 11

and a half ago, LaKind said he wants to contribute to
the community. He had a previous property variance
issue that he brought to the board, and he thought it
appropriate to be a part of the decision-making process.
During the previous development discussions,
Bornstein noted only four of the seven PC members
attended the June 12 meeting, although the only open
position was that of the alternate that King filled. The
board was concerned about the PC board showing
up, so they asked Wilson to attend the PC meeting on
July 10 to let them know the BOT appreciates and depends upon its referrals.

Sewing machine
service, repair,
and sales

Financial report

Bill Wengert, Monument financial director, gave the
board a financial review that impressed Clark, who
said, “I highly commend you on this exceptional report.” The report goes through May of this year and
includes:
• The General Fund receives revenues from property taxes, retail sales tax, use tax, motor vehicle
tax, specific ownership tax, cigarette tax, franchise fees, licenses and permits, charges for services, and fines and forfeitures.
• General Fund revenues have exceeded the
amount from the same time for 2018 by $203,000,
while GF expenditures have increased from last
year by 14%.
• The Water Fund is the town’s enterprise fund,
the account used for all water-related development and extraction, water treatment, water
transportation systems, and repair and maintenance of such facilities.
• Revenues for the WF are exceeding the same
time last year by 3% or $34,000 and tap fees have
increased 11% or $64,000.
• All other funds include the 2A Water ASK Fund,
Community Development Fund, Traffic Impact
Fee Fund, Storm Drainage Impact Fee Fund and
the Conservation Trust Fund.
• There have been no notable significant fluctuations in revenues or expenditures in any of these
funds.

Employee of the month

Jones was named employee of the month. She was
integral to getting the $100,000 matching grant from
the state Department of Local Affairs to help with
ordinance and zoning updates. Coopman asked the
planning staff to put some urgency to the zoning update project, but Jones said they had already started
bringing zoning changes to the board, at meetings in
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which Coopman was absent. See www.
ocn.me/v19n7.htm#mpc.
•

Vol. 19 No. 8

Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME

Checks over $5,000

Triview Metro District – Sales tax
due for April 2019, motor vehicle

•

sales tax for May 2019, and Regional Building use tax for May
2019, $176,117.
Common Knowledge Technology
Inc. workstation management,
$5,000.

•
•
•

National Meter & Automation –
water meter supplies, $5,711.
Prestige Worldwide Technologies
LLC – PRV repairs, $7,177.
Bliss Studio & Gallery – art benches, $7,500.

The meeting adjourned at 8:57 pm.
**********
Allison Robenstein can be reached at
allisonrobenstein@ocn.me

Monument Planning Commission, July 10 and July 25

Sanctuary Pointe; Conexus Business Park; Peak Equipment
Solutions; Home Place Ranch
By Kate Pangelinan
As noted by Planning Commission
Chair Michelle Glover, the July 10 MPC
meeting was the first to feature a full
commission in some time. A new alternate planning commissioner—Steve
King—filled in for Commissioner Kenneth Kimple. King was appointed by
the Board of Trustees on July 1. Commissioners Chris Wilhelmi, Daniel
Ours, Melanie Strop, Jeremy Lushnat,
and Vice Chair John Dick were also in
attendance.
Three motions were approved at
the July 10 meeting—a Final Plat for
Sanctuary Pointe Filing No. 6, a Final
Plat for Conexus Business Park Filing
No. 1, and a Final PD Site Plan for Peak
Equipment Solutions. All items were
approved for recommendation unanimously and will now go on to be discussed by the Board of Trustees (BOT).
On July 25, a Preliminary Final PD Site
Plan for Home Place Ranch Phase 1 was
also approved for recommendation to
the BOT during a special meeting.
Mayor Don Wilson spoke during
the public comments section at the end
of the July 10 meeting, stating his appreciation for the MPC. He wanted the
MPC to know that the BOT looks at the
recommendations sent to them.
On July 10, it was noted that Planner Jennifer Jones had been named the
town’s employee of the month, which
Glover said could be directly attributed
to the grant Jones secured to revamp
Monument’s zoning codes.
Board packets for both meetings
can be located at https://monumenttownco.documents-on-demand.com/.

Recorded MPC meetings can be found
on YouTube at https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCdFLo8UcqZfFdkio5jT6GDA/videos.

Sanctuary Pointe, Filing No. 6—
Final Plat

Filing No. 6 for Phase 2 of the Sanctuary
Pointe development consists of 27.9
acres on the north side of Sanctuary
Rim Drive. This filing includes 59 residential lots and four tracts intended for
trails, drainage, landscaping, etc. It includes Mountain Glory Drive, Golden
Sun Way, Snowy Vista Place and Treetop Court.
In response to a question from the
MPC, the applicant stated that the hope
is to complete the connection between
Sanctuary Rim Drive and Gleneagle
Drive within the next 45 days. This construction was a condition during the
initial approval of Phase 2, when it was
decided that no more than 40 land use
permits could be issued to the development before the connection was complete.
The Final Plat passed 7-0.

Conexus Business Park, Filing
No. 1—Final Plat

Conexus Business Park is located between I-25 and Old Denver Road across
from Monument Ice Rinks. Filing No.
1 for this development includes two
lots and four tracts, named Tracts A
through D. Lot 1 is about 5.4 acres and
Lot 2 is 0.7 acres. Access to Lots 1 and 2
is provided via public roadways Wagon
Bow Way and Centrus Way.
In response to a question from the
MPC, the applicant stated that a church
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is anticipated to be built on Lot 1.
The Final Plat passed 7-0.

Peak Equipment Solutions—
Final PD Site Plan

Peak Equipment Solutions is an equipment rental facility proposed to be
built at 2124 Wolf Court, on Lot 4 of
Wolf Business Park Filing 2, north of
Monument Town Hall on Beacon Lite
Road. This property is adjacent to I-25
and is about 2.15 acres. It is intended
to include a 6,000- square-foot office/
warehouse building, screened outdoor storage space, required parking,
and landscaping. The proposed fence
would be made of a material that hasn’t
been brought to the MPC before; it’s
described as durable, quick to put up,
and simulating the appearance of masonry.
As many trees as possible will be
saved on this property, though several
will be relocated. Native grasses will be
utilized, along with neutral paint tones
for the building itself and a recycled
asphalt material for the area meant to
house machinery.
A handful of points were discussed
before the MPC voted on this proposal,
including the property’s anticipated security, lighting, and signage.
The Final PD Site Plan passed 7-0.

Home Place Ranch Phase 1

Glover, Strop, King, Kimple, Dick, Ours,
and Lushnat were present at the fourhour Special Meeting on July 25. Wilhelmi was absent.
This meeting focused on the Preliminary/Final PD Site Plan for Phase
1 of the Home Place Ranch housing
development, which will be marketed
to the age 55-plus active adult community. Phase 1 deals with the southern portion of the property south of
the large space that is not developable.
It will encompass 130 acres north of
Promontory Pointe and west of Sanctuary Pointe and includes a required
connection from Sanctuary Rim Drive
to Gleneagle Drive. See www.ocn.me/
v19n2.htm#mbot.
The applicant is proposing noticeably less dense housing than the sketch
plan that was originally approved in
2007 would allow, which called for 990
housing units total in Phases 1 and 2.
Phase 1 technically allows for about
400 units, but the applicant is proposing 300 residential lots and 12 tracts,
plus a Preble’s jumping mouse habitat
that will “not be touched at all,” said HR
Green planner Phil Stuepfert The tracts
will be maintained by the new homeowners association (HOA) of Home
Place Ranch, and open spaces will
comprise 45% of Phase 1. There is also

a temporary emergency access to Higby Road, using Old Ranch Road, which
will not be available for everyday use.
All the properties in the Home
Place Ranch Development will be single-family unattached, although some
in Phase 2 will be larger, “estate”-style
homes, and those in Filing 1 of Phase
1 are planned to be “cluster lots,” featuring lower maintenance yards and a
common area maintained by the HOA.
There will also be a clubhouse, an amenity only available to residents. Two
miles of trails will be included in Phase
1, with more planned for Phase 2.
There are six filings within Phase
1, which will be platted and considered separately by the MPC and BOT.
Details for each of these filings can be
found in the MPC packet.
Extensive traffic studies were conducted concerning this project, and it
was concluded that yes, there would be
increased traffic on Gleneagle Drive,
but that this “collector” road is designed
to handle up to 10,000 trips a day. Currently it sees 1,900 trips and with Phase
1 this could reach 5,000 trips, said HR
Green traffic engineer John Aldridge.
Commissioner Ours recommended the condition that the development
should only be allowed to apply for 300
land use permits until the connection
of Gleneagle Road north to Higby Road
is completed. He did not want to miss
the opportunity to add a condition like
this to avoid leaving vague instructions that could be misunderstood in
the future. A motion with this attached
condition failed, 4-3, with Dick, Kimple, King, and Lushnat voting against.
Those opposed thought this discussion would fit better when considering
Phase 2 of the development.
The proposal was approved 6-1,
with a condition that formal written
approval be received from Fire Marshal Jamey Bumgarner concerning the
project and its emergency egress routes
before this goes to the BOT. Kimple
voted against, stating that “It’s not if,
it’s when” for when evacuation routes
would be needed. He was concerned
that the currently established emergency exit point may not be enough.
Other MPC members added notes to
their “yes” votes, which will be included in the meeting minutes.
**********
MPC meetings are generally held at
6:30 p.m. on the second Wednesday
of the month at 645 Beacon Lite Rd.
Information: 884-8017 or http://www.
townofmonument.org/meetings/.
Kate Pangelinan can be reached at
katepangelinan@ocn.me.

Monument Board of Trustees, July 15

Board surprised by large
special event request
By Allison Robenstein
At its July 15 meeting, the Monument
Board of Trustees (BOT) was caught off
guard by a Labor Day weekend special
event announcement that came during
public comments and concerned the
trustees about logistics due to a possi-

ble very large influx of visitors. They approved more money for the Well 9 retrofit and discussed attorney fees again,
suggesting they should work toward
hiring a full-time, on-staff attorney to
save money.

OCN

Saturday, August 8, 2019
Music festival plans
questioned

Note: As of July 20, OCN noticed that Indie On Air’s Eventbrite.com site lists the Western
Museum of Mining and Industry in Colorado Springs as the
event location.

me/v18n6.htm#mbot, www.
ocn.me/v19n1.htm#mbot.
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town subscribes to governnmentcontracts.us for Colorado, a consortium of pre-vetted
businesses that can reply to
requests for bid.
The paving project was
awarded to Martin Marietta
for $174,518 after Tharnish solicited bids from companies
already working in the area.
Both projects combined are
well within the 2019 budgeted
amount for asphalt repairs.
Tharnish apologized that
he accidentally allowed the
paving project to move forward without getting board
approval. “The work was
scheduled and was underway
before I realized that I had not
sent to the board for contract
approval,” he said. Trustee
consensus was that this was
unacceptable, but Foreman
said oversight steps have been
added so that this cannot happen in the future.

approved the bill.
The board unanimously
voted in favor of the resolution.

Love where you live.

TM

Well needs full
Mike Bailey of Tri-Lakes Radio spoke during public comreplacement of
Checks over $5,000
ments, proposing a two-day
pipes and cabling
•
CIRSA Insurance – third“Monument Indie Fest” music
At the July 1 meeting, Tharnish
Attorney fees
quarter installment Propfestival to be held this Labor
asked the board for $100,000
erty & Casualty Coverage,
Day weekend at Dirty Woman
over budget
to fix Well 9 after the motor
$30,295.
Creek Park. He suggested the Trustee Laurie Clark asked for and pump experienced cata•
CIRSA Insurance – thirdevent could bring in “indie” the “Checks over $5,000” to strophic failures.
quarter
installment
bands from across the coun- be moved off consent agenda
On July 15, he told the
Worker’s Comp Coverage,
try, with as many as 4,600 for discussion. She requested board that upon further in$24,915.
spectators. The event would that the Murray, Dahl, Beery spection, his team determined
• CIRSA Insurance – Propbenefit the town’s park and & Renaud LLP invoices for Ri- the entire pipe and power caerty and Casualty Derecreations programs by shar- vera’s legal service be emailed bling systems within the well
ductible, $5,000.
ing 25% of event proceeds, es- to her prior to the meetings, needed to be replaced as well
• Common
Knowledge
timated to total $25,000.
since it appeared they were due to corrosion, so he reTechnology
Inc.
– TechTrustees Jeffrey Bornstein being emailed only to Wilson quested $25,000 more for renology
management,
and Greg Coopman asked and Foreman. However, Wil- pairs. The board unanimously
$5,000.
Town Counsel Joseph Rive- son said he wasn’t receiving approved his request.
• Murray, Dahl, Beery &
ra if they could suspend the emails on this and only got the
Economic Development
Renaud – Legal services,
normal rules of public com- information in the board packCommittee
$14,490.
ment to discuss the festival, ets. Rivera said he would now
Foreman asked the board to
The board went into executive
so the agenda was amended email them to all the trustees
place two members on a new
session at 8:13 p.m. for negoto include a discussion of the plus Foreman.
Economic Development Comtiation of the Northern Monuevent. Board consensus was
Elliott confirmed they
mittee he is creating that will
ment Creek Interceptor and
that Town Manager Mike Fore- would also continue to be inmost likely meet quarterly for
BOT opposes National
legal questions on water use
man should have requested cluded in the board packet
the next few years. He said two
litigation with Forest Lakes.
an agenda amendment at the that is publicly posted before
Popular
Vote
bill
citizens will also be selected
beginning of the meeting to all meetings.
Wilson asked the board to ap- According to Town Clerk Laufor the committee that will be
make this topic a discussion
During board authorizaprove his resolution in oppo- ra Hogan, there were no acrun by town Community Relaitem.
tions, Bornstein suggested the
sition of the National Popu- tions taken after the executive
tions Specialist Madeline VanForeman spoke briefly, town begin looking for a fulllar Vote Interstate Compact, session. This meeting recordDenHoek. Triview Metropolitelling the trustees he had time attorney because using
which was enacted into law by ing is not posted on the town’s
tan District will also put two
sent them an email July 11 im- contract legal services is putthe Colorado Legislature and website, but the video may be
members onto the committee.
mediately after meeting with ting them $70,000 over budget.
Gov. Jared Polis in March, not seen at https://www.youtube.
It was not stated whether this
Bailey and receiving the ap- “This is not directed at our curby a vote of Colorado citizens. com/watch?v=ggj3mhUl14U.
is related to the partnership
**********
plication. He said staff has not rent counsel,” Bornstein said,
The National Popular Vote bill
between the town and Triview
made a decision due to con- because Rivera is excellent.
would guarantee the presi- The Monument Board of
to work with Buxton Co. on
cerns about the logistics of the Foreman said an attorney who
dency to the candidate who re- Trustees usually meets at 6:30
economic development.
event but thought the trustees works onsite is more effective
ceives the most popular votes p.m. on the first and third
Coopman said he hoped
should hear about this pro- for the staff. The board directacross all 50 states and the Dis- Mondays of each month at
the board members selected
posal and ask questions before ed Foreman to put together
trict of Columbia. Wilson said Monument Town Hall, 645
to the committee will share
town staff made any decisions. the requirements for a fullthis devalues the smaller states Beacon Lite Road. The next
what they learn with the other
None of the trustees replied time attorney position.
and increases the leverage of meeting is scheduled for Aug.
BOT members. Clark asked
to that email with questions
Elliott noted the invoices
larger metropolises, “open- 19. Call 884-8014 or see www.
to be on the committee, but
before the meeting. Public reflect a lot of time spent reing the door for new forms of townofmonument.org for inBornstein said her real estate
Works Director Tom Tharnish searching questions from
gerrymandering.” Trustee Ron formation. To see upcoming
business should be considsaid special events applica- Clark outside the regular
Stephens said he isn’t in favor agendas and complete board
ered a conflict of interest. “I’ve
tions are reviewed by all the meetings. Rivera said the reof the bill because it disrupts packets for BOT or to downsubstantially removed myself
department directors before search is purely clarification
the prevention of voter fraud load audio recordings of past
from” sales in Monument, she
they are approved, but he was and expansion upon previour founding fathers put into meetings, see http://monusaid, also noting her relationmenttownco.minutesondenot aware of asking the BOT ously discussed items. It is
place.
ship with developers has been
for approval unless there is a unclear why Clark doesn’t ask
The bill would take effect mand.com and click on Board
minimized.
liquor license request.
her questions during meetings
when states with a total of 270 of Trustees.
Clark and Wilson were
Allison Robenstein
Bailey said he had been rather than paying for extra
electoral votes enact it into
selected by consensus as comcan be reached at
approached six to eight weeks time.
law. As of July 2019, states tomittee members since they
allisonrobenstein@ocn.me.
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Black Forest Fire Rescue Protection District, July 17

Training captain sworn in; staffing search continues;
board chairman resigns
By Natalie Barszcz
At its meeting on July 17, Black Forest Fire/Rescue
Protection District (BFFRPD), the board witnessed
the swearing in of the new training captain, approved
the search for hiring additional full-time staff, and accepted the resignation of board Chairman Rick McMorran. The board also appointed a new director and
reassigned board positions.
Treasurer Jack Hinton was excused, and several
items were postponed to Aug. 20 so he could participate in those discussions.

New training officer

The BFFRPD board welcomed Capt. Chris Piepenburg, who was hired July 2, for the newly created
position of full-time training officer. Piepenburg was
formerly employed at South Metro Fire Rescue, Denver, and is a Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and East Coast Fire Training School instructor. The oath to the constitution was administered by
McMorran during the swearing-in ceremony.
Note: In May, Interim Fire Chief P.J. Langmaid suggested creating this new position at his first meeting

Above: Capt. Chris Piepenburg receives his badge from his son, Cole Piepenburg, after taking the oath to the
constitution at the BFFRPD board meeting on July 17. Board President Rick McMorran administered during the
swearing-in ceremony of the new training officer. Photo by Natalie Barszcz.

as chief instead of as board president. See www.ocn.
me/v19n6.htm#bffire.

Additional staffing search approved
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Owner-Care Horse Space
For Lease

Private stall, pasture, tack room and inside hay
storage for multiple horses. Available now.
North of Monument at I-25 and County Line
Road. $100 each per month plus electricity in
winter. Minimum $400.

(719) 964-8771
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HELP WANTED

Early Childhood Teachers
Hope Montessori Academy’s Monument loca�on
is currently hiring Early Childhood Teachers to work
full and part �me with children ages 6 weeks through
12 years. Candidates must have exibility in
scheduling ‐ working un�l 6 pm may be required.
Candidates must be enthusias�c, warm,
nurturing, kind, crea�ve, individuals who have
experience working with these age groups. Posi�ons
available working with children ages 6 weeks through
12 years. Compensa�on is compe��ve and based on
educa�on and experience. All candidates who will
receive an oﬀer of employment will be required to
undergo and pass a drug screening test.
If you are not sure if you are ECT qualied,
please view this chart to review requirements before
applying:
h�p://media.wix.com/ugd/
97dde5_2c4b82bfa280a28ca674ab070088aca0.pdf
Please apply only if you have completed at least one
ECE class at a college or university.
If you are a qualied candidate, please email a
resume to monument@hopeacademy.com or apply
in person at:
18075 Minglewood Trail 80132
(719) 488‐8723
www.montessorichild.com

Langmaid said BFFRPD needs stable, consistent staffing levels to operate the rigs and get out the door with
a “standard response.” Currently, trucks are delayed
leaving the stations because it is difficult to know how
many staff can respond to a call, and on which rigs,
instead of the “spinning of plates” on staffing occurring on a regular basis due to reliance on part-timers
and volunteers, he said. See www.ocn.me/v19n7.
htm#bffire, www.ocn.me/v19n4.htm#bffire.
Langmaid commented:
• Hiring three firefighter/paramedics would cost
the district $28,455 more than hiring firefighter/
EMTs.
• Finding firefighter/paramedics is a lengthy process because they are a rare resource for small
fire districts.
• On the other hand, firefighter/EMT staff could
be hired as soon as August.
• The paramedic shortage within the district is
critical and needs to be addressed immediately
within the district.
• The offer of competitive wages would be an incentive in the hiring process.
Langmaid recommended replacing 1 1/2 part-timers with three full-time firefighter/EMTs or firefighter/paramedics if possible, and disbanding
most of the part-time program, but keeping an
affiliation with the part-time paramedics. The
board approved his recommendation, 4-0.

Advanced Life Support
standards of coverage

Langmaid informed the board that American Medical Response (AMR) had been notified that BFFRPD
is changing its terms of service and will no longer be
providing a paramedic to Colorado Springs, a city already saturated with paramedics.
Langmaid asked the board to consider raising the
district’s “standards of coverage” by setting a goal of
having at least one Advanced Life Support (ALS) staff
on duty at least 95% of the time within the district.
Langmaid explained the following:
• 100% ALS coverage is not reasonable because
extending past 48-hour shifts to cover an absent
paramedic is not good for patient care and staff.
• During the past 2 1/2 months, the district went
without in-district ALS coverage for a total of
three days and two hours.
• ALS is key for cardiac arrest and breathing treatment calls and is done by paramedics.
• Basic Life Support (BLS) is done by EMTs.
• ALS coverage is supplied by neighboring districts during a BFFRPD staff shortfall.
• He is also working on a staffing model that will
force back some staff on days when coverage is
short.
The board approved 4-0 the motion to establish a goal
of maintaining ALS coverage within the district 95%
of the time.

Chief’s report

Langmaid said preventive maintenance involving
safety issues would be a priority when allocating
funds. He also thanked Deputy Chief James Rebitski
for his hard work in obtaining a state grant for the purchase of an ambulance. Langmaid also said the fol-

lowing:
• The new 711 engine will be in service Aug. 1.
• BFFRPD will not commit to joining Tri-Lakes
Monument Fire Protection District in the development of a regional fleet maintenance facility
until he knows more of the details.
• Nine sets of bunker/turnout gear have been purchased. This topic was discussed last month,
and the board did not make a decision.
• Target Solutions Fire & EMS Online Training
programs are now available for various staff employment training.
• A physical fitness training program is now in
place—every day will be a training day at BFFRPD.
• Plymovent will install the new diesel exhaust
ventilation systems on Aug. 12.
• The air conditioning in the IT Server room cost
$5,600 to repair.
• AARP sent a card of thanks for BFFRPD’s assistance with their June shredding program.

2018 audit extended

Due to unforeseen circumstances and scheduling
conflicts, BFFRPD auditor Dawn Schilling of Schilling & Company Inc. Certified Public Accountants requested an extension from the state as well as a date
change for the August meeting.
The board voted 4-0 to move the next board meeting to Tuesday, Aug. 20.

Public and IAFF Local 4502 comments

Black Forest resident Gary Watson thanked the board
for spending money wisely on the new engine. He
also thanked Lt. Rick Robirds for his detailed tour of
the new 711 engine during the recent open house. See
related snapshot on page 25.
Watson asked when BFFRPD would be re-applying for the Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency
Response (SAFER) grant. Langmaid said they are still
waiting for the federal government to determine approval of a grant before re-applying. See www.bffire.
org/community/newsroom/news-information/.
Firefighter/EMT Larry Bell, IAFF Local 4502
representative, asked the board when the process to
search for a new fire chief would commence. McMorran said the new board will review the matter during
the August board meeting. Note: Langmaid’s term as
interim chief was extended through September at the
June 19 meeting.

Board president resigns

McMorran had previously notified the district that
due to his residency change and no longer owning
a property in Black Forest, his resignation would be
effective after the regular board meeting on July 17.
Langmaid presented him with a plaque in appreciation for his seven years of service to BFFRPD. His wife,
Anita McMorran, was also recognized with a plaque
for “21 years, two months, and seven days” of volunteer service as an auxiliary to department operations.
The regular board meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m.

New board member appointed,
roles change

In the special meeting that followed, Chairman Rick
Nearhoof introduced the three Black Forest residents
who were seeking a position on the BFFRPD board.
Nearhoof thanked all three candidates, Jim Abendschan, Thomas Garmong, and Maggie Mae Sharp, for
making the selection a difficult choice.

Saturday, August 8, 2019
The board unanimously approved
the appointment of Abendschan as director to fill the vacancy left by McMorran. Director Nate Dowden encouraged Garmong and Sharp to reapply
for the three positions that will become
available in May 2020.
The board also unanimously approved motions to appoint Abend-

OCN
schan as director to fill the vacancy
left by McMorran, appoint Vice President Rick Nearhoof as chairman of
the board, and to appoint Director David Hoffpauir as vice chairman of the
board.
Hoffpauir thanked Langmaid,
Rebitski, McMorran, and Hinton “for
making an about-face at BFFRPD since

June 2013.”
Note: The Black Forest Fire started on
June 11, 2013, destroying at least 509
homes resulting in the deaths of two
people. The forest fire burned 14,280
acres and was 100% contained on June
20, 2013.
The board meeting adjourned at
8:03 p.m.
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**********
Meetings are usually held at 7 p.m. on
the third Wednesday of each month
at BFFRPD Station 1, 11445 Teachout
Road, Colorado Springs. However, the
next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,
Aug. 20. See www.bffire.org.
Natalie Barszcz can be reached at
nataliebarszcz@ocn.me.

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, July 23

Search for new board member begins; firefighters promoted
board might also call a special meeting
to speed up the new board member’s
ability to join in the 2020 budget discussions.
Resident Steve Simpson asked if
the board is looking for a specific skill
set from potential applicants. Board
Secretary Mark Gunderman said someone who will listen and make the best
decisions for the firefighters, who has
an open mind and no agenda, would
be best. Director Larry Schwarz agreed,
and McAllister said he enjoys having a
board composed of different views and
opinions.

Two promoted to lieutenant;
volunteer staff increases

Above: Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board Chairman William “Bo”
McAllister administers the oath of office to Jonathan Urban, left, and Justin
Chavez, who were promoted to lieutenants at the July 23 meeting. Photo by Allison
Robenstein.

By Allison Robenstein
The Donald Wescott Fire Protection
District (DWFPD) board held a regular
meeting July 23 to discuss the search
for a new board member after Director
Gary Rusnak’s seat became available
last month. They also attended the promotion of two firefighters to lieutenant.
Board Treasurer Joyce Hartung
and Assistant Chief Scott Ridings were
excused.

Board accepting
letters to fill seat

Chairman William “Bo” McAllister explained the process of appointing a
new board member to fill the seat left
open when Rusnak moved out of the
Wescott district.

The board will accept letters of
intent from district residents who are
interested in applying for the position
until Aug.16. Send letters to District Administrative Assistant Stacey Popovich,
spopovich@wescottfire.org. To see if
you live within the district, look at the
district’s map at www.wescottfire.org/
contact.
The board will review the letters
they receive and could vote to appoint
a candidate at the Aug. 20 meeting.
District Counsel Matt Court said all
Colorado-based special districts including DWFPD are now required to
administer the oath of office and file
the signed copy with the local Clerk
and Recorder before the new member
can be formally seated. Therefore, the

Just before the board meeting, Justin
Chavez and Jonathan Urban were promoted to lieutenant positions, then
McAllister administered the oath of
office during the regular meeting. He
noted there will be another promotion
to lieutenant coming soon, as well as
promotions for drivers. “This has been
a long time coming,” he said.
Volunteer firefighter Melissa Seidenberg told the board a new class of
four volunteers would start in late July,
with two other volunteers starting a bit
later. The district has 22 volunteers total, Seidenberg said.

Chief’s report includes
advocating for higher education

Chief Vinny Burns told the board he
recently attended the International
Fire Chiefs Association Conference &
Expo, saying break-out sessions on Insurance Service Office (ISO) inspection

preparedness and firefighter family dynamics and wellness provided helpful
information to improve the district’s
processes. Burns said he took a class on
officer development and hoped to incorporate higher education opportunities for officers or those who would like
to develop professionally.

Station thanked for community
outreach and stable budget

During public comments, Simpson applauded Ridings for his forethought in
bringing Force Broadband, a locally
owned internet provider, to Station 2.
Force will set up internet services and
equipment inside the station, offering
free internet service in return, thereby
reducing the need to pay for internet
services.
Mary Gunderman of the Gleneagle
Women’s Club thanked the district for
helping residents of Paradise Villas
change smoke detectors after the club
requested their assistance. Burns added that all the food the women’s club
and others provide to the firefighters
and staff is wonderful.
The meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.
**********
The next Donald Wescott fire district
meeting is scheduled for Aug. 20 at Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Meetings
are usually on the third Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. For information, call
Executive Administrator Stacey Popovich at 488-8680 or see www.wescottfire.
org.
Allison Robenstein can be reached at
allisonrobenstein@ocn.me.

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, July 24

Board approves “DeGallagher” ballot initiative;
2018 audit accepted
By Natalie Barszcz
At the July 24 Tri-Lakes Monument
Fire Protection District board meeting,
the board approved a resolution that a
district special election related to the
Gallagher Amendment will be held in
coordination with the El Paso County
coordinated election Nov. 5, and discussed the findings of the 2018 financial audit with the auditors.
Director Michael Smaldino was excused.

Ballot issue resolution

Chief Chris Truty asked the board to
approve a resolution to participate in
the 2019 consolidated election with
a district-wide ballot issue, and the
board unanimously agreed. Over the
past several months, the board has discussed the impact of Colorado’s Gallagher Amendment and the impact it has
on TLMFPD. See www.ocn.me/v19n6.
htm#tlmfpd.
The official ballot language has
not yet been determined, but as Truty
has explained, special districts could

receive less tax revenue as Colorado’s Residential Assessment Rate
(RAR) decreases due to the Gallagher
Amendment. The ballot measure will
ask voters to allow the district to be
proactive about stabilizing its ability
to deliver quality services when the
economy changes. It would do this
by, if needed, allowing the district’s
board to raise its mill levy at a rate
that makes up the revenue lost from
the decreased RAR, without a vote of
the people, when the state’s RAR decreases. In other words, it would allow the district to retain tax revenue.
So this doesn’t increase taxes but only
maintains them proactively.

2018 financial audit

Hilary Carlson and Mitchell Downs
from the auditing firm of Osborne,
Parsons and Rosacker LLP certified
public accountants presented the
2018 audit to the TLMFPD board and
gave it an unmodified or “clean” opinion. Downs commented that this year
they found no deficiencies in the fi-

Professional Deck Repair and Upgrades
We have repaired and improved decks
since 1999. Free Estimates.
BORDERS DECKS
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nance and accounting practices.
Downs thanked district accountant Becky Weese,
Jenny Bilbrey her bookkeeper, and Jennifer Martin for
the outstanding financial accountability systems put
in place.
Truty thanked Carlson for teaching TLMFPD
something new every year.
The 2018 audit was accepted 6-0 as presented.

Chief’s report

Truty announced the following updates:
• The Station 1 remodel is still in the design process and making tiered wish lists, the lowest of
which is what is currently in the approved budget.
• The process of annexation into the Town of Monument is still going forward.
• The labor agreement has been tentatively approved by TLMFPD and the labor representation. If ratified by the labor union, it will be presented to the board for approval for a one-year
agreement.
• The El Paso County 911 Authority is installing
station alerting systems county-wide to improve communications within all fire stations.
The systems automatically turn on color-coded
lights and turn electric devices off throughout a
station when a call comes in to alert firefighters,
allowing them to turn off radios and only be notified of relevant calls.
• The Larkspur Fire Department is having difficulty with access points to accidents on the I-25
Gap project. TLMFPD has a two-mile jurisdiction past County Line Road and has not experienced any difficulties, but Phase 3 is coming,

•

and access problems could increase.
The Pikes Peak Regional Communications Network in conjunction with Douglas County has
installed repeaters on its towers. From Aug. 5,
emergency communications in northwestern El
Paso County will be greatly improved.

Station and fleet update

Deputy Chief Randy Trost said the leach field at
Station 2 is now installed and fully operational. He
thanked Bob and Carol Simpson for allowing the installation of a new leach field on their property.
Note: A leach field, also called a septic drain field or
leach drain, is used with a septic system for the disposal of subsurface wastewater contaminants. It usually consists of an arrangement of trenches and perforated piping, with a layer of porous material (often
gravel) to absorb the wastewater from the septic tank,
and a covering of soil.
The second new engine is approaching buildout
and the final design inspection team will visit Pierce
Manufacturing Inc. in Appleton, Wis., from Aug. 18 to
21. The engine is expected to be in service mid-September.

Training update

Battalion Chief of Training Jonathan Bradley said the
North Group active shooter drill took place at Palmer
Lake Elementary School in mid-July with participation from TLMFPD, Donald Wescott, Black Forest,
Palmer Lake and Larkspur Fire Departments, Monument Police Department, AMR, Penrose St. Francis,
EMS institute and District 38. Monument and Colorado Springs Fire Department Explorers (14-20-yearold men and women) participated as live casualties
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Wildland fire updates

Truty said the district is now ready to be deployed to
wildland fires if necessary. The Rocky Mountain Region risk is low this year, but 40 large wildland fires are
burning in the United States at this time. Typically, an
average of 100 fires are burning throughout fire season. A large wildland fire is defined as over 100 acres
of timber or 300 acres of timber and grass.
Administrative Battalion Chief/Fire Marshal
Jamey Bumgarner said a new Development Review
Team has started meeting monthly at the Town of
Monument to create a synergistic review process so
that fire, utilities, etc. can see the big picture in proposed developments.
Bumgarner said training on the new chipper
has begun for the TLMFPD staff. Chipping days are
scheduled with homeowners associations and wildfire risk mitigation inspections, and new subdivision
reviews are ongoing.
The meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m.
**********
Meetings are usually held the fourth Wednesday of
each month. The next meeting is scheduled for 6:30
p.m. Aug. 28 at TLMFPD Station 1, 18650 Highway
105. For information, contact Office Administrator/
HR Jennifer Martin at 719-484-9011. For upcoming
agendas, see www.tlmfire.org/board.
Natalie Barszcz can be reached at
nataliebarszcz.ocn.me.

Monument Academy School Board, July 18

FIREWOOD SALE!

Caregivers, find out
how to make your
life easier.
Let us assist in the care
of your loved one

for a 30-hour period in the simulated event. The point
of the drill was to neutralize the threat and to test the
skills learned last year with emphasis now on creating
joint operating procedures in realistic scenarios.

GRANITE
MARBLE
TRAVERTINE
QUARTZ

$36.00 PER SQ. FT. INSTALLED • Call for your FREE Quote Today!

CNC & WATERJET TECHNOLOGY

(719) 488-3180
FABRICATION & INSTALLATION

200 COUNTY LINE ROAD • PALMER LAKE, CO 80133
(located just 2 miles west of 1-25’s exit 163 in Palmer Lake)

iswrocks.com
Since 1997 • residential • commercial

made up of teachers, staff, and students to address
these concerns noting that, though he had brought
this up to administration twice in the past five months,
no action had been taken.
James Keating, an MA parent, asked, given the
email that said the board had declined to renew Dr.
Don Griffin’s contract as executive director, why the
board was confident Griffin would provide the services sought in his new contract and act with integrity
and transparency during the financing and construction of MA’s new school. He also asked for the document that provided the board’s authority to sign and
obligate MA to enter into a contract for services.
Cristin Patterson, who is the strings teacher at
MA and whose husband is the band teacher, said she
and the performance art team are concerned the new
expansion will not support what is currently offered
at MA nor support the board’s strategic plan. She
said the new gym that is the hub of the new school
in Phase 1 is smaller than the existing gym at MA and
has no space for spectators. She noted that band and
orchestra share a single space and are divided from
the gym by a folding panel partition. She felt that it left
one unusable wall, would be noisy, and did not provide sufficient security for valuable equipment. She
noted that there is no raised stage in the gym and expressed concern that four board members had not yet
seen the plans. She asked the board if this is what they
wanted for their own kids and for the future of MA.
In additional comments, grandparent Carolyn
Beddingfield expressed concerns about MA’s use
of the TAGG system to hire substitutes, noting that
Griffin had invested $15,000 in the company and expressing concern about the possible conflict of interest. She also noted his new contract would pay him
$90,000 per year, which she noted was equivalent to
three new teachers’ salaries. Community member Julie Keim also expressed concern that MA’s new bond
comes from Wisconsin, given that Colorado is one of
the few states that provides the school an improved
bond rating. She asked that board members be transparent and ask questions, because they could bankrupt both schools by making the wrong choice.

Board officers and committee assignments

The MA board unanimously approved the following
board officers for 2019-20:
• President Mark McWilliams
• Vice President Mark Molsen
• Secretary Megghan St. Aubyn
• Treasurer Melanie Strop
Board members volunteered for the following committee assignments:
• Curriculum, Dwayne Cooke
• School Advisory Academic Committee, Chris
Dole

Saturday, August 8, 2019
Highlights

The following items were highlighted at the board
meeting:
• Board policy 1514 covering the Board of Directors Code of Conduct was tabled until the next
meeting.
• Treasurer Nancy Tive reported on revenue and
expenditures and noted that Monument Academy Building Corp. (MABC) carries the liability
of the current bond. She said the current bond
payable amount is $12.910 million. The original bonds were refinanced in 2014 for $14.265
million at a lower interest rate, and $929,363
of building rentals were paid to MABC. Board
member Strop presented Tive with a bouquet of
roses in recognition of the additional work she
had been asked to undertake.
• The principal’s report was given by Dean Charles
Richardson in the absence of Davis. He focused
on the upcoming year, noting that the school is
actively pursing Title 2 funds, had nearly com-
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pleted purchasing for the 2019-20 year, and was
hard at work on the physical plant. He said the
Dads of Great Students (DOGS) program would
give parents the opportunity to volunteer time
in the school, with Dole coordinating the effort. He said that MA was looking at data for the
school but said that Colorado Measures of Academic Success (CMAS) results are embargoed
until Aug. 15.
• McWilliams swore in new board member St.
Aubyn.
**********
The next meeting will be on Thursday, Aug. 18 at the
Monument Academy library at 1150 Village Ridge
Point. The MA School Board usually meets at 6 p.m.
on the second Thursday of each month. Information
on the MA School Board, including schedule, minutes, committee and finances, can be found at http://
www.monumentacademy.net/school-board.
Jackie Burhans can be reached at
jackieburhans@ocn.me.

El Paso County Planning Commission, July 2 and 16
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No Claims? No Tickets?
Development at Highway 83 and
Great Credit?
Hodgen Road recommended for approval
By Helen Walklett
During July, the El Paso County Planning Commission recommended for approval initial requests for
the proposed Rollin Ridge Estates residential and
commercial development to the southwest of the
Highway 83 and Hodgen Road intersection. The commissioners also recommended for approval an application for a variance of use in Black Forest.

Rollin Ridge Estates

At its July 2 meeting, the Planning Commission
unanimously recommended for approval three requests from property owner TC&C LLC relating to
its proposed Rollin Ridge Estates development at the
southwest corner of the intersection of Highway 83
and Hodgen Road. The 57-acre property is currently
zoned RR-5 (residential rural) and is located within
the boundaries of the Tri-Lakes Comprehensive Plan
area. Access to the site would be via Hodgen Road.
The commissioners heard two rezoning requests, one to rezone an 8-acre part of the property
to a planned unit development (PUD) where the anticipated plan for future development includes three
commercial lots, and the second to rezone the remainder of the property to residential rural (RR-2.5)
with the intention of putting 16 single-family residential lots on this portion. The third request was for a
preliminary plan for the entire 57-acre property.
David Jones, Land Resources Associates, told the
commissioners on behalf of the applicant that the
commercial development would have a “commercial village” feel to it as opposed to being a strip mall
center. This conforms with the recommendation for
commercial development in the small area plan. The
development would have four buildings on three lots.
One building is planned to be single story and would
house a convenience store with gas sales. The others
would be two story with the intention that the lower
levels be used for general retail sales while the upper
stories would house professional or medical offices.
The final tenants of the commercial properties
will depend on who comes forward, and all uses
would have to go through the site development plan
process and be reviewed by the relevant agencies before being granted the necessary permits to proceed.
The commercial lots would have individual parking
areas and landscaped open spaces totaling 43% of the
site, which would be spread throughout the development. The developer anticipates full buildout to be
completed over a five- to eight-year period.
As part of the commercial rezoning request, the

commissioners recommended for approval a waiver
request relating to the required lot size when using an
onsite wastewater treatment system. Lots are generally required to be a minimum of 2.5 acres but all three
in this proposal are slightly smaller than this.
Of the 15 adjacent neighbors informed of the
plans by county, four objected and one was in favor.
Neighbors’ concerns focused on water supply, increased traffic, the decrease in lot sizes and the impact on open space. No one spoke in opposition at
the hearing. Jones told the commissioners that traffic would not be going into any other neighborhoods.
Cole Emmons, senior assistant county attorney, said
that the State Engineer’s Office had found the proposed water supply to be sufficient in terms of quantity and dependability and that the County Attorney’s
Office had reviewed this and concurred. At the time of
the hearing, the county’s Public Health Department
had not made a recommendation for sufficiency in
terms of water quality.
Commissioner Grace Blea-Nunez expressed concern that the commission was consistently approving
smaller lot sizes in the area and noted that they were
regularly receiving complaints about such rezonings.
Commissioner Joan Lucia-Treese responded that,
while she understood the concern with rezoning,
property owners do have a right to request it.
The applications were then heard at the El Paso
Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) on July 23.
See the BOCC article below.

Variance of use for a second dwelling

At the July 16 Planning Commission meeting, the
commissioners unanimously recommended for approval a request by the Herbertson Family Living
Trust for a variance of use for a second dwelling on a
47.55-acre property zoned residential rural (RR-5) on
the east side of Highway 83, slightly to the south of its
intersection with Walden Way. The property is within
the boundaries of the Black Forest Preservation Plan.
There are already two residences on the property, and
the secondary residence did have a variance of use.
However, as this residence has now been unoccupied
for over a year, this variance is now considered abandoned and no longer in effect, and a new variance is
required to allow it to be used. The property owner intends to use the second residence as a rental property.
The application is now due to be heard by the BOCC
at its Aug. 6 meeting.
Helen Walklett can be reached at
helenwalklett@ocn.me.

El Paso Board of County Commissioners, July 2, 9, and 23

Approvals for Winsome and
Rollin Ridge Estates developments
By Helen Walklett
During July, the El Paso Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) approved applications relating to two
proposed developments in Black Forest. The BOCC
also made decisions relating to the redevelopment of
the former Gleneagle golf course.

Winsome development

At the July 9 BOCC meeting, the commissioners unanimously approved three applications from McCune
Ranch LLC relating to the Winsome development,
which is the redevelopment of the McCune Ranch, at
the northwest corner of Hodgen and Meridian Roads.

And you’re STILL paying too much for
auto and homeowners insurance?
Call Monument Insurance Agency
or request a quote
online.
(719) 650-7002
Patrick@alink2ins.com
www.trilakesinsured.com
Shana’s Place Assisted Living

Loving Care in a Real Home
shanasplaceal.co
(719) 418-5097

$3 OFF Oil Change

$10 OFF $100 Service
Good through 8/31/19.

Quality auto RepaiR
Subaru • Honda • ToyoTa

Call today 488-6729
Visit us at our

New loCatioN!

706 Westward Lane, Palmer Lake
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-6:00 pm
Sat. by appointment
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The concurrently submitted applications for the 767-acre property were for
a rezoning of 350 acres from RR-5 (residential rural) to RR-2.5 (residential rural), the rezoning of a separate portion
of the property to the CC (commercial
community) zoning district, and a preliminary plan for the entire property.
409 acres of the site will remain as RR5. Access to the development will be via
three proposed rural local roads along
Hodgen Road and one along Meridian
Road. All streets within the subdivision
are planned to be public roads and
would be adopted and maintained by
county following their completion and
satisfactory inspection. The property is
located within the Black Forest Preservation Plan area.
The preliminary plan is for 143 single family lots, with an overall density of
one dwelling per 5 acres across a mixture of RR-5 and RR-2 zoning, one commercial lot and 151 acres of open space,
drainage tracts and rights-of-way. All
perimeter lots, apart from those adjacent to Hodgen Road, would be over
5 acres and the lots along the northern boundary, adjacent to the Country
Squires Estates subdivision, would be 7
to 10 acres. The 2.5-acre lots are generally planned to be located along Hodgen Road. The open space will include
floodplain and wetlands, and there will
be a pedestrian trail through it.
The commercial lot, situated at the
northwest corner of Hodgen and Meridian Roads, would be just over 4 acres
and in an area that the local small area
plan identifies as a potential location
for commercial uses. The plan further

states that any commercial uses should
be geared toward the needs of local residents. The rest of the CC-zoned area
would be a drainage facility and not eligible for a building permit.
There has been opposition to the
development from adjacent neighbors
who have felt the rezoning of part of
the property to RR-2.5 is not in keeping
with the rural nature of the area. There
is also opposition to the likely development of a convenience store.
The Mountain View Electric Association (MVEA), which would provide
electrical service to the site, also opposed the preliminary plan application. MVEA is currently in litigation
with the county regarding rights of
way. At the suggestion of county staff,
the developer has proposed an additional easement for MVEA that allows
it to comply with county’s right-of-way
regulations in this case.
The planners and developers
worked closely with the Black Forest
Land Use Committee on this development, and the committee supported
approval of the preliminary plan, stating that the development “conforms
well to the Black Forest Preservation
Plan.”
Services to the future residents of
the development are to be provided by
four special districts, known as Winsome Metro Districts Nos. 1, 2, 3, and
4. The districts will install the necessary
public infrastructure and be responsible for the ongoing maintenance of
the open space, trail, drainage ways,
and floodplain areas. The process necessary to establish the four districts got

underway at the July 23 BOCC meeting
when the commissioners unanimously
approved the districts’ service plan.

Rollin Ridge Estates

At the July 23 BOCC meeting, the commissioners unanimously approved
three requests from property owner
TC&C LLC relating to its proposed Rollin Ridge Estates development at the
southwest corner of Highway 83 and
Hodgen Road. The 57-acre property is
currently zoned RR-5 (residential rural)
and is located within the boundaries
of the Tri-Lakes Comprehensive Plan
area. Access to the site would be via
Hodgen Road.
The commissioners concurrently
heard a request to rezone 8 acres of
the site to a PUD (planned unit development) for future commercial use, a
request to rezone the remainder of the
property to RR-2.5 (residential rural)
for 16 single-family residential lots, and
an application for a preliminary plan
for the whole site.
David Jones of Land Resources
Associates, on behalf of the applicant,
told the commissioners that the commercial development would be four
buildings over three lots. One would be
intended as a convenience store and
gas station and the other would be a
mixture of retail and office space in two
stories.
The county received objections
from neighbors who had concerns
about water availability, increased
traffic, the impact on open space, and
the smaller lot sizes. David Schroeder
spoke at the hearing to voice his and
fellow neighbors’ concerns about the

proposed commercial development
that he said would drastically and irrevocably alter the nature of the area in
profoundly detrimental ways.
The applications were approved
3-0. Commissioners Longinos Gonzalez and Holly Williams were excused.
There was a finding for water sufficiency for quantity and dependability, but
a finding for water quality was deferred
to the final plat stage because the county’s Public Health Department has not
yet made a recommendation for this.
The applications were recommended for approval by the El Paso
County Planning Commission at its
hearing on July 2. See article on page
17.

Gleneagle golf course
redevelopment

The commissioners approved a request
for a vacation and replat request from
G & S Development Inc., the owner of
the Gleneagle Golf Course Residential
Infill Development, to create the final
12 lots on the former golf course at their
July 9 meeting.
The request related to a tract created at the time of the final plat approval
for the rest of the former golf course to
allow the development to move forward while drainage issues relating to
the 12 lots were resolved.
The El Paso County Planning Commission heard the application at its
June 18 meeting and recommended it
for approval. See www.ocn.me/v19n7.
htm#epcpc.
Helen Walklett can be reached at
helenwalklett@ocn.me.

Woodmoor Improvement Association, July 24

Better public safety communication;
uptick in mountain pine beetle activity
By Jackie Burhans
The Woodmoor Improvement Association (WIA) board met July 24 to discuss
improving communications for public
safety, learn about an uptick in mountain pine beetle (MPB) activity, and
hear updates on The Barn expansion.
Board members Lee Hanson, Bert Jean,
and Rich Wretschko were absent.

Public Safety communication
improvements

Public Safety Director Brad Gleason
reported that Woodmoor Public Safety
(WPS) has been granted approval to

join the Pikes Peak Regional Communications Network (PPRCN). Gleason
said this will allow WPS to better communicate with surrounding public
safety entities such as fire and police
departments and the El Paso County
Sheriff’s Office. He noted that Sheriff
Bill Elder was very supportive of this effort. For more information see http://
pprcn.com.
Gleason later made a motion to request $8,700 from the reserve fund to
buy five new radios. WPS will still have
its own channel (talk group) for inter-

nal communications but since WPS
regularly assists with traffic control and
often arrives at a fire scene first, it will
also be able to communicate directly
with other entities on a shared channel
instead of going through dispatch. This
will allow WPS to quickly relay information that could allow other entities
to adjust their response level based on
current information.
Gleason noted that the current radio system is a VHF system slated to be
out of service by the FCC by 2020. This
spurred the effort to join PPRCN, pur-

chase new radios, and to ultimately improve community safety and working
relationships with other public safety
entities. The board voted unanimously
to approve the motion.

Uptick in mountain pine beetle

Forestry Director Ed Miller reported
there have been 10 new cases of MPB
activity in North and Central Woodmoor in 2019. Eleven pines with MPB
infestations were removed from the
common areas. Bush noted that another option of spraying, while not cheap,
is available in some cases.

Woodmoor Public Safety
addition

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care

Your best lifestyle
At Jackson Creek Senior Living,
you’ll find caring staff, beautiful
living spaces with stunning views
and a genuine sense of community.
Our residents enjoy independence
and peace of mind knowing we’re
here when they need us.

Commons Area Administrator Bob
Pearsall reported that WIA received its
building permit for the WPS addition
to The Barn on July 15. Prior to beginning excavation, a large blue spruce
tree was successfully moved on July 22.
The construction is anticipated to take
about 60 days. Three windows will be
repurposed elsewhere in The Barn and
10 sprinkler heads were removed and
will be placed in storage as spares.
•

•
Schedule a Personal Tour

719-259-0448
16601 Jackson Creek Parkway, Monument, CO | JacksonCreekSeniorLiving.com | Managed by WellAge

Board highlights

The first mowing in Woodmoor
common areas has been completed. There has been unusually
high grass growth this year. Residents should mow tall grass on
their property to the edge of the
roadway to improve overall community appearance and eliminate
a potential fire hazard.
President Brian Bush stated that
Community Outreach Director Jean will report on five newly
available scholarships at the August meeting. Jean also has been
attending the NEPCO meetings to
report important information to

WIA (Cont. on 20)

Let Nature Observe You
for a Change.

Featuring Homesites from
7,200 sq. ft. to one-half acre.

Hello, Sanctuary Pointe.
An inspired new master-planned community where the
western edge of Black Forest meets the cutting edge of
sophisticated country living in beautiful Monument, Colorado.
Here you’ll ﬁnd homes so exquisitely designed, so thoughtfully adapted to
their setting, they appear as if they grew, naturally from the surrounding
countryside.
Sanctuary Pointe boasts municipal utilities, ﬁre-wise forestry management,
and a top-rated school district. But best of all, if
offers more home for the money, and more
MONUMENT, CO
distinctive amenities for your lifestyle.

Baptist Rd.

SanctuaryPointeColorado.com
Single-family &
Paired Patio Homes

Located along the western edge
of the Black Forest just off Baptist
Road and Sanctuary Rim Drive.

CLASSIC HOMES

MLS: #1296709
Floor Plan: Ashton-C
Address: 1415 Catnap Lane
Bed: 5 Bath: 4.5 Garage: 3
Style: Ranch
Sq. Ft.: 4,507 Finished
Price: $693,552
Available: Now

CLASSIC HOMES

MLS: #5459032
Floor Plan: Avondale-D
Address: 16495 Woodward Ter.
Bed: 4 Bath: 3 Garage: 2
Style: Paired-Patio Ranch
Sq. Ft.: 2,929 Finished
Price: $510,402
Available: Now

*Pricing and availability subject to change without notice. See Builder for details.

Rollercoaster Rd.

Sanctuary
Rim Dr.

VANTAGE HOMES

SADDLETREE HOMES

719-387-9279
classichomes.com

1654 Summerglow Lane (80132)

719-494-3194
saddletreehomes.com

1638 Summerglow Lane (80132)

719-494-8112
vhco.com

1670 Summerglow Lane (80132)

MLS: #3245995
Floor Plan: The Copperwood
Address: 1476 Catnap Lane
Bed: 5 Bath: 4 Garage: 4
Style: Ranch
Sq. Ft.: 4,494 Finished
Price: $724,900
Available: 2/25/19
MLS: #6040109
Floor Plan: The Aspen
Address: 16489 Clandestine Ct.
Bed: 5 Bath: 4 Garage: 3
Style: Ranch
Sq. Ft.: 4,406 Finished / 4,626 Total
Price: $784,950
Available: Now
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WIA (Cont. from 18)
the board and residents.
Bush reported for Treasurer Hanson that expenses remain low but income in certain categories is a little down. He has asked staff to review projections through the end of the year, so
the board has a more accurate forecast to help
with budget planning for 2020.
• The July 13 chipping day at the Lewis-Palmer
High School parking lot saw 132 loads, including six to eight from nearby communities. The
two chippers reduced wait times to 15 minutes.
The next chipping day will be held in the same
location on Aug. 3.
• The program fix for the WIA sprinkler system
has resulted in a water bill nearly $1,100 lower
than last year.
**********
The WIA Board of Directors usually meets at 7 p.m.
on the fourth Wednesday of each month in the Barn
at 1691 Woodmoor Drive, Monument. The next regular meeting will be on Aug. 28.
The WIA calendar can be found at https://www.
woodmoor.org/wia-calendar/. WIA board meeting
minutes can be found at https://www.woodmoor.
org/meeting-minutes/ once approved and posted.
Jackie Burhans can be reached at
jackieburhans@ocn.me.
•

Above: A large blue spruce was successfully moved before beginning excavation for the Woodmoor Public Safety
expansion at The Barn. Photo courtesy of WIA.

July Weather Wrap
By Bill Kappel
It was another active month around the region, with
precipitation again well above average even for a normally wet month of July. Most locations in the region
accumulated 5-7 inches of rainfall, about twice as
much as normal. This also helped to keep temperatures in check, with only one afternoon of widespread
90s. Of course, all the moisture and clouds also kept
overnight lows on the mild side, resulting in an overall
monthly average temperature right about normal.
The month started off with active weather, as
afternoon and early evening thunderstorms were a
daily occurrence from the 1st through the 8th. As is
typical during the summer thunderstorm season,
there was a significant amount of variation in who
received the heavy rainfall and who missed out. The
heaviest rainfall occurred during the midafternoon
hours of the 2nd and was accompanied by areas of
hail. Several areas picked up more than a half inch
of rainfall within about 30 minutes. Temperatures
during the first week of the month were right around
normal, with afternoon highs in the upper 70s to low
80s. The exception was the afternoon of the 6th when
highs struggled to reach the 70-degree mark, well below normal for early July.
Dry and relatively quiet conditions then moved
in for a few days from the 9th through the 12th as high
pressure built in from the southwest and cut off the
low-level moisture supply from the east. Temperatures responded during this dry period, with highs
reaching the mid- to upper 80s on the 11th and 12th.
But the calm, warm conditions didn’t last long, as
more moisture began to move into the region starting
on the 13th. This started the next cycle of quiet mornings and afternoon thunderstorms. This lasted from
the 13th through the 16th, with 1-2 inches of rainfall

occurring in many locations.
This period was enhanced by the North American
Monsoon pattern, as evidenced by the fact that temperatures stayed relatively warm each day. In other
words, there were no fronts moving through causing
the thunderstorms, instead it was warm, relatively
moist air moving into the region from the southwest
around the North American Monsoon high pressure
area. Highs remained in the mid- to upper 80s on the
17th. Then drier air accompanied by westerly winds
helps to elevate temperatures even more, with highs
reaching the upper 80s and low 90s on the 18th and
low 90s on the 19th. But be glad we live above 7,000
feet on the Palmer Divide, because this generally
keeps our temperatures about 10 degrees cooler than
Colorado Springs and Denver. And on days in the low
90s for us, that means a lot.
This warm and dry spell was broken up quickly
starting on the 20th, with areas of heavy rain and hail
during the afternoon of the 20th and 21st. The heaviest rainfall fell during the late afternoon and early
evening of the 21st, with several areas accumulating
more than 2 inches of rain.
Cooler air then worked back in during the last
week of the month, with highs dropping into the 70s
and low 80s. But the active weather conditions continued, with thunderstorms and rain showers each
day from the 23rd through 27th. After a brief break
of dry, mild conditions on the 28th, another round of
heavy rain, hail, and strong thunderstorms returned
on the 29th.
Unlike normal conditions, the storms on the 29th
moved more from north to south and tapped into
high levels of instability along and just east of the I-25
corridor. This combined with low-level winds moving in from the southeast to cause some extra lift and

rotation in the atmosphere. The result was areas of
large hail and even some reports of funnel clouds in
the area.
The last two days of the month saw a return to
normal conditions, with highs in the mid-80s and just
a few scattered thunderstorms.

A look ahead

August is the last true “summer” month for the region.
We are often greeted with sunny, pleasant mornings
that turn into afternoon and early evening thunderstorms. Highs during the month range from the mid80s at the beginning of the month to mid-70s at the
end. Temperatures at night get more comfortable as
well, often dipping into the 40s.

July 2019 Weather Statistics

Average High 		
81.4° (-1.1°)
100-year return frequency value max 87.6° min 75.3°
Average Low 		
51.5° (+0.5°)
100-year return frequency value max 56.2° min 46.9°
Highest Temperature
91°F on the 19th
Lowest Temperature
45°F on the 9th
Monthly Precipitation 5.45”
(+2.08” 40% above normal)
100-year return frequency value max 6.03”min 0.98”
Monthly Snowfall
0.0”
Season to Date Snow
0.0”
(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip
5.45”
(+2.08” 40% above normal)
(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
Heating Degree Days
27 (-5)
Cooling Degree Days
67 (-13)
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident.
He can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.

Letters to Our Community
Guidelines for letters are on page 31.
Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed
in Letters to Our Community are the responsibility of
the letter writers and should not be interpreted as the
views of OCN even if the letter writer is an OCN volunteer.
1043 Longspur Lane, Colorado Springs, CO 80921
Stunning, renewed two story in the Pines! 3,547 sq ft. on 0.50
beautiful acres. 4bd, 4ba, 3-car. Fox Pines off of Baptist Rd.
D38 Schools. Magical forest living. Easy access to I-25 and
Hwy 83. Rich dark wood flooring. Extensive stone work in many
rooms. Gourmet kitchen with white cabinets, granite slab and
stainless steel appliances. Cool flagstone patio. Beautiful
waterfall in front. Wet bar with full-size refrigerator. Less
expensive than a new build with all the bells and whistles! Low
$600,000's!

Val Ross-Coy
Broker Associate
(719) 237-8787
vcoy@erashields.com
val.erashields.com

Cheyenne Mountain D12 was 55.0 (24.8% more).
See all mill rates on the El Paso County treasurer site below. School districts are two-thirds the
way through the document.
2.

What happens to D38 education taxes if the bond
passes?
Hilltop Securities (D38’s bond advisors) estimates the education mill rate will increase to
44.289, which will be offset by the residential assessment rate decrease from 7.2% to 7.15%. This
is possible because the D38 tax base has grown
due to increased property valuation and new
construction. Passing the bond leaves the D38
rate essentially unchanged, and still far below
comparable districts.

3.

Has D38 demonstrated financial reliability repaying current debt?
The bonds for Palmer Ridge, Prairie Winds, and
Creekside/Bear Creek are being paid on sched-

D38 bond: Support the district
now and for the future

The D38 School Board plans to include a bond on the
ballot this fall—one bond with clear language to build
one school. I support the bond based on information
gathered regarding the following questions:
1.

How does the D38 education tax rate compare to
other districts?
D38’s education tax rate is much lower than
comparable districts. For tax year 2018 (paid in
2019) our D38 mill rate was 44.068. Academy
D20’s rate was 60.216 (36.6% higher than ours).

OCN

Saturday, August 8, 2019
ule, and as they are paid our education tax rate
has decreased annually. This is different from
comparable districts that have kept rates constant (example: D20 at 60.216 for the past five
years) or voted large increases (last year D14
Manitou Springs increased by 9.9 mills to 61.9
and D2 Harrison increased its rate by 15.215 to
48.333).
The Tri-Lakes region is growing rapidly; another
school is needed. I’m thankful residents previously
voted to fund and build schools my kids attended. It’s
time to support the district now and for the future.
Resources
El Paso County Mill Levies (2014-18): https://treasurer.elpasoco.com/mill-levies/
Hilltop Securities Bond Estimates: https://
go.boarddocs.com/co/lewispalmer/Board.nsf/
Public#, search 2019 Bond LPSD - $28.985 Million - EPC AV Estimate 5.15.2019.pdf
D38 Bond Pay Off: https://www.lewispalmer.org/
site/default.aspx, 2018 Bond Info, Let’s Talk
Facts and Figures
Paul Howe

Transparency?

At the June D38 school board meeting, three board
members voted to publish all CORA requests and
their responses on D38’s website for all to see. Director Pfoff championed this idea, saying the purpose is
to show the community they are being “completely
transparent.” Considering the fact that administrators
recently started defacing every requested page with
the requestor’s name in large-sized font, is this transparency or intimidation? Was it also under the guise
of transparency when administration stood in unison
as community members’ names were called out publicly in February of 2017?
Since we’re being completely transparent, the
community should also know:
1.

D38 spent nearly $9,000 of our tax dollars on
those eight-page full color, fancy mailers they
sent at the end of May. The former superintendent claimed these mailers didn’t violate Fair
Campaign Law because a factual summary is
allowed, and they haven’t made any formal decision yet (May 2019 BOE meeting). But they
signed a resolution regarding the intent to pursue a bond in the upcoming election in February
2019.

2.

D38 spent $36,000 to put last year’s initiatives
on the ballot, and they’re spending it again this
year.

3.

In an email dated 4/22/2019, the former superintendent said Grace Best houses the transition
program, homeschoolers, and the robotics club,
all of which can be housed at another school
or off-site location. The board was CC’d on this
email. Why can’t Grace Best be a school again?

Welcome, Dr. KC Somers

Dr. KC Somers, thank you for your time to meet with
community constituents at several locations. I appreciated your desire to facilitate a healing process of
unity within our community. The key is for all individuals to hold the utmost integrity.
Acknowledging the desires of the majority of the
community must be reflected within the actions of
our district and administrators. Mirroring community desires through action can build up that which
has been broken. We have a wonderful school district
because of the dedication of caring parents, teachers,
and responsible students.
I appreciated your acknowledgment of parents
and teachers within our community. I’m looking forward to more open discussions.
Tammy John

Complete transparency would encourage a full manpower assessment and a forensic audit. This will help
build trust and start the new leadership on a new path
letting the community know everything is in proper
order.
Amy McKenzie
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LPSD 38: property tax effect of 2019 bond

During my career, I have never seen any estimate
realized exactly as projected. However, every plan
requires the use of estimates. For example, the estimated tax effect on a taxpayer living within the LPSD
38 area (property) is based upon historical trends,
hypothetical assumptions, and a decision to be fiscally conservative. The assumptions used in the 2019
bond plan to estimate the tax effect calculation were
identified and formulated with input provided by El
Paso County (EPC) historical records and third-party
professionals.
The LPSD 38 Board of Education believes that
the evidence to support the assumptions used to estimate the construction and bond costs for the 2019
bond plan are reasonable. We invite discussion about
the reasonableness, sufficiency, and validity of the assumptions used to estimate the tax effect on a local
taxpayer upon passage of the 2019 bond.
Some assumptions the board relied on to estimate the tax effect on a local taxpayer are:
• $592 million—property assessed value (AV) provided by EPC
• 7.15%—residential assessment rate provided by
EPC
• $29 million—construction cost for new elementary school provided by architects and general
contractor
• 3.687%—interest rate provided by Hilltop Securities
• 2%—future growth rate in AV bi-annual reassessment chosen by the board
• 15 years—bond term to settle all interest and
principal chosen by the board
The board used the above assumptions to structure
the 2019 bond to minimize the incremental annual
tax impact on $400,000 of AV for a local taxpayer while
retiring the 2019 bond in 15 years.
The board provides construction and bond cost
estimates on the LPSD 38 website. Please view it from
a critical thinking perspective as you determine your
support for the 2019 bond. Thanks!
Chris Taylor
Treasurer, D38 Board of Education
■

Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore

Try to solve the newest mysteries
By the staff at Covered Treasures
“Reading ... a vacation for the mind.”—Dave Barry
Here are some “chilling” mysteries to enjoy during
the last hot days of summer:

encounter with a desperate man on a crumbling cliff
leads him into a sinister network and back across the
path of his old friend Reggie. Old secrets and new lies
intersect.

Aunt Dimity and the Heart of Gold
By Nancy Atherton (Viking) $26
Years ago, local author Nancy
Atherton awoke with the first
lines for Aunt Dimity’s Death,
her first book. It was voted
“One of the Century’s 100 Favorite Mysteries” by the Independent Mystery Booksellers
Association. She has just released the 24th book in the
series, Aunt Dimity and the
Heart of Gold. What starts as
a Christmas party turns into
a mystery involving a secret
room, a hidden compartment, and a heart of gold. With Aunt Dimity’s otherworldly help, Lori and friends set out to unravel the
mystery behind the heart of gold and along the way
discover new friendships.

The Sentence is Death
By Anthony Horowitz (Harper) $27.99
Death, deception, and a detective with a lot to hide
stalk the pages of Anthony Horowitz’s second book
in his bestselling series starring private investigator
Daniel Hawthorne. A successful celebrity-divorce
lawyer is found dead in his home with baffling evidence. As Hawthorne takes on the case, it becomes
clear that he, too, has secrets to hide. As our narrator
becomes ever more embroiled in the case, he realizes
that these secrets must be exposed—even at the risk
of death.

Ambush
By Barbara Nickless (Thomas & Mercer) $15.95
Local author Barbara Nickless brings the third installment in her gripping Sydney Rose Parnell series. Railway cop and former Marine Sydney Parnell and her
K9 partner, Clyde, work to chase down a ruthless killer, Alpha, before he finds Malik, an 11-year-old Iraqi
boy with secrets to guard. But when their paths collide, Sydney realizes just how far-reaching and sinister Alpha’s past is.
Big Sky
By Kate Atkinson (Little, Brown and Co.) $28
Jackson Brodie has relocated to a quiet seaside village in the occasional company of his recalcitrant
teenage son and an aging Labrador. Jackson’s current
job, gathering proof of an unfaithful husband for his
suspicious wife, is fairly standard issue, but a chance

The Outsider
By Stephen King (Gallery Books) $18.99
An 11-year-old boy’s body is discovered in a town
park. Eyewitnesses and fingerprints point unmistakably to one of Flint City’s most popular citizens, Terry
Maitland. As the investigation expands and horrifying
details begin to emerge, King’s story kicks into high
gear, generating strong tension and almost unbearable suspense. Maitland seems like a nice guy, but is
he wearing another face? When the answer comes, it
will shock you as only Stephen King can. Soon to be
an HBO limited series starring Ben Mendelsohn.

Before She Was Found
By Heather Gudenkauf (Park Row Books) $16.99
For 12-year-old Cora Landry and her friends Violet and Jordyn, it was supposed to be an ordinary
sleepover. But when they decide to sneak out to the
abandoned rail yard on the outskirts of town, their
innocent games will have dangerous consequences.
Cora is discovered on the tracks, clinging to life, her
friends nowhere to be found. This is a timely thriller
about friendship and betrayal, about the power of
social pressure and the price of needing to fit in. It is
about the great lengths a parent will go to protect their
child.
The Long Call
By Ann Cleeves (Minotaur Books) $26.99
Bestselling author Ann Cleeves’ first book in her new
Twin Rivers Series introduces readers to Detective
Matthew Venn. Taking place in North Devon, a body
is found on a beach nearby where Venn grew up and
now lives. The case calls Matthew back to the people
and places of his past, as deadly hidden secrets are
revealed, and his new life is forced into a collision
course with the world he thought he’d left behind. (To
be released in September.)
“You know you’ve read a good book when you turn
the last page and feel a little as if you have lost a
friend.”—Paul Sweeney
Until next month, happy reading.
The Covered Treasures staff can be reached at
books@ocn.me.

August Library Events

Regular schedule resumes
By Harriet Halbig
The 2019 Summer Adventure program ended on July
31, celebrated with a gala party on the Village Green
in Palmer Lake featuring face painting, games, mascots, snacks, and more. The library thanks the many
teen volunteers who helped everything run smoothly
by registering young patrons and awarding prizes for

their achievements.
Following the party, on Aug. 3, is the annual Ice
Cream Social sponsored by the Tri-Lakes Friends of
the Library and the Palmer Lake Historical Society’s
Chautauqua celebration featuring ice cream from
Palmer Lake’s Rock House, music by the Velcro Barbershop quartet, and a visit from the Pikes Peak Li-
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brary District Book Trike.

Children’s programs

Regularly occurring children’s programs include Book Break on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday from 10:30 to
11, Story Time on Tuesday from 10:30
to 11:15 (please note there will only be
one session of story time each week
going forward), and Toddler Time on
Thursdays at 9:30 and 10:30. Paws to
Read will be on Mondays and Wednesdays from 4 to 5.

Family programs

Join us on Friday, Aug. 9 from 4 to 5:30
for Coloring for Everyone. We will color
themed coloring sheets at a variety of
skill levels. Colored pencils, markers,
and gel pens are provided.
Lego Build will be held on Saturday, Aug. 17 from 10 to 11:30. All ages
are welcome to build to their heart’s
content.

Teen programs

See above for descriptions of Coloring
for Everyone and Lego Build.
All Ages Knitting meets in the study
room from 3 to 5 each Wednesday. This
intergenerational group supplies practice materials and basic instruction,
but attendees are encouraged to bring
their own projects.
The Teen Creative Writing Group

will meet in the study room from 6 to
7:30 on Tuesday, Aug. 6. Join us to meet
fellow writers, share ideas, do writing
exercises, and enjoy snacks. This group
is for ages 12 to 18.
Wednesday, Aug. 28 from 4 to 5:30
there will be a program to celebrate
Spoil Your Dog Day (Aug. 10) and National Cat Day (Oct. 29). We will make
dog and cat treats for your favorite
friends. Ages 12 to 18 only. Registration
is required.
The Monument Library Anime
Club will meet from 5 to 6:30 on Thursday, Aug. 29 to enjoy videos (nothing
rated above TV-14) and tasty snacks.
Help shape the anime club for the future. This group is for those 13-14 and
older.
The Teen Advisory Board meets in
the study room from 2 to 3 on the first
Saturday of each month to talk about
ways to improve the Teen Zone, share
ideas for displays or events at the library, and earn volunteer hours.

Adult programs

See above for descriptions of Coloring
for Everyone and All Ages Knitting. Other regularly occurring adult programs
include Senior Chats on Wednesdays
from 10 to noon, yoga on Mondays
from noon to 1, and two book groups

described below.
The Life Circles Writing Group will
meet from 9:30 to 11:30 on Mondays
Aug. 5 and 19. This group involves writing memories of life experiences, offering discipline, inspiration, and structure. No registration is required.
The Second Thursday Craft on
Thursday, Aug. 8 from 2 to 4 is Burlap Wreaths. Join us to create a rustic
wreath, perfect for getting a head start
on fall decorating. Adults only, and registration is required.
Join author Rand Samuelson on
Sunday, Aug. 11 from 1 to 2 to take a
look at the boisterous early days of
Colorado from 1859 to 1930. The Rowdy Colorado will cover the shortage of
women, gambling, bad whiskey recipes, licit and illicit drugs, prostitution,
and cattle rustling. No registration required.
The Monumental Bookworms will
meet from 7 to 8:30 on Tuesday, Aug. 13
to discuss Last Bus to Wisdom by Ivan
Doig. All are welcome and no registration is required.
The Monumental Readers will meet
from 10 to noon on Friday, Aug. 16 to
discuss The Friday Night Knitting Club
by Kate Jacobs. All are welcome and no
registration is required.

The Monument Spinning Group
will meet from 1:30 to 3:45 on Thursday, Aug. 22.
On Monday, Aug. 26 from 2 to 4
use a wooden board, small nails, and
thread to create a work of art representing our state flag. Registration is
required.
The History Buffs will meet from
1:30 to 3:30 on Wednesday, Aug. 28.
This year’s discussion topic is the Age
of Exploration. No registration is required.

Palmer Lake Library Events

The Palmer Lake Book Group meets at 9
a.m. on the first Friday of each month.
Please call 481-2587 for the latest selection.
Family Story Time in Palmer Lake
is on Wednesdays at 10:30.
Toddler Time is on Fridays at 10:30.
We hope to see you at the Ice
Cream Social on Saturday, Aug. 3 from
1 to 2:30.
Please note that all Pikes Peak Library District facilities will be closed on
Monday, Sept. 2 in observance of Labor
Day.
Harriet Halbig may be reached at
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Palmer Lake Historical Society, July 18

Now-endangered oxen pulled wagons westward

Above: Three Eagles Ranch American Milking Devon Oxen, Davey and Dandy.
Photo by Mike Walker.

By Sigi Walker
Palmer Lake Historical Society monthly history program attendees gathered
July 18 at the Town Hall to caravan to
the Three Eagles Ranch in southeast
Larkspur. Our hosts, Rollie and Paula
Johnson, provided a unique and thoroughly enjoyable experience for the
large number of attendees.

Referring to a prior program on
Ute culturally modified trees presented
by John Anderson, Rollie called our attention to a huge, unusually shaped
ponderosa pine just outside the ranch’s
event hall. “It is 450 years old,” he said,
“and it is a spirit tree. From its top, Tava
(Pikes Peak) is clearly visible.”
Next, the attendees were intro-

duced to the Three Eagles’ “yoked”
oxen pulling what is known as a “prairie schooner” or “western wagon.” It
was pointed out these wagons were
smaller and more maneuverable than
Conestoga wagons, which were large
freight wagons used mainly in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Maryland, and Virginia.
And, for the emigrants, oxen were the
draft animals of choice: less costly,
calm, friendly, intelligent, strong, and
could eat while walking. In most cases,
the settlers walked alongside the fully
loaded wagons.
Rollie explained that a steer is classified as an ox when it reaches 4 years of
age and has been trained as a draft animal, often weighing over 2,000 pounds.
A team is usually paired from birth, and
the two spend their lives together. The
animals are controlled through voice
commands and hand signals. Today,
American Milking Devon Oxen are extinct in England and critically endangered in the United States.
The attendees then moved inside
the event hall for an informative presentation covering some history on

High Altitude Nature and Gardening (HANG)

westward expansion and maps showing the Oregon, California, and Mormon Trails. It was pointed out that most
deaths on the trail were due to illness,
weather, and accidents, not because of
attacks by Native Americans. Wagon
trains were popular until the Transcontinental Railroad connected the East to
the West in 1869.
**********
Mark your calendars for the next upcoming PLHS event. On Saturday,
Aug. 3, the Historical Society will host
“Chautauqua celebrates Railroad Days
in Palmer Lake.” Commemorate the
150th anniversary of the completion
of the Transcontinental Railroad and
enjoy model railroads, railroad history
presentations, exhibits, and tours. The
event runs from 10 to 3 in the Palmer
Lake Town Hall and Village Green, 28
Valley Crescent, with the Library Ice
Cream Social from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Palmer Lake Historical Society events and
programs are free and open to all.
Mike and Sigi Walker may be reached
at mikensigi@comcast.net.

Indigenous science: our backyard Russian sage
By Janet Sellers
A favorite easy-care perennial is Russian sage, perovskia atripilcifolia, a
gorgeous, waterwise plant thriving locally. It’s actually a Tibetan medicinal
plant and not the distantly related desert-grown purple sage salvia known as
“Ute tobacco sage.” Both have ancient
medicinal uses. We easily grow the gorgeous, pest-free Russian sage here in
Colorado.
I bought many Russian sage plants
for a pretty penny years ago, and now
have plenty of this hummingbird, butterfly, and bee favorite. We can bundle
and dry the twigs and flowers for a
fragrant, colorful dried bouquet. Historically a great antimicrobial house air
freshener, it makes a lovely friendship
gift, too.
Arizona State University reports its
importance in academic studies rang-

ing from cultural and intellectual history, to biology, to agriculture and landscaping. “... In central and southwest
Asia, Russian sage is a shrub of many
medicinal uses. Flowers are eaten
fresh, while the foliage is smoked like
tobacco because of its slight euphoriant properties. Academic papers there
include information on identified medicinal oils and secondary compounds
in Russian sage, “Russian sage has also
been found to possess inhibitory activity and might have potential therapeutic effects on inflammatory diseases.”
In the U.S. National Library of
Medicine National Institutes of Health
academic paper “Medical smoke reduces airborne bacteria,” we learn that
“aerial bacterial population caused
over 94% reduction of bacterial counts
by 60 [minutes] and the ability of the
smoke to purify or disinfect the air

and to make the environment cleaner
was maintained up to 24 hours in the
closed room ... absence of pathogenic
bacteria in the open room even after
30 days ... demonstrated that [by] using medicinal smoke it is possible to
completely eliminate diverse plant
and human pathogenic bacteria of the
air within confined space.…”
The purpose of the study was to
Right: Russian sage grows well locally
and supports pollinators. The age-old
indigenous use of smudging (burning dried flower and stick bundles for
medicinal smoke) has found favor in
modern science. Ancients used it to
soothe the stomach (tea), treat fevers
(tea compress), help relieve cold or flu
symptoms (steam pot) and to purify
the air in a closed space or sick room
(smudging). Photo by Janet Sellers.
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see whether or not these medicinal
smoke deliveries could be explored by
western medicine. Findings included:
“The advantages of smoke-based remedies are rapid delivery to the brain,
more efficient absorption by the body
and lower costs of production. Perhaps
good news for back-to-school germ
season?
In my outdoor Summerfest demo

series (see below) in August, I will be
demonstrating how to make Russian
sage bundles and how they’re used, as
well as other backyard herbs we can
easily grow in our gardens and window
sills for good health and pest control.

Monument Community
Garden on view

Surrounded by sunflowers, the Monument Community Garden shows off its

summer crops, prepping for fall crops.
Location: north end of Lavelett Park,
Beacon Lite Road, Monument.

Summerfest: nature talks,
herbs, celebrations

On Aug. 3, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Summerfest includes an alpaca petting zoo, garden ideas and goodies, art, and talks on
local plants including herbs. Herbs, soil
talks, and more Aug. 10 and 17 10 a.m.
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to 4 p.m. and by appointment. Southwinds Fine Art Gallery, 16575 Rollercoaster Rd.
Janet Sellers is a “simple ways” ethnoecologist, aka lazy gardener. She
researches and writes about nature,
gardens, and re-discovering ancient
healthy living ideas. Contact her at
JanetSellers@ocn.me.

Art Matters

Art rentals—the Netflix of art?
By Janet Sellers
Most of us buy art because blank walls
are bleak, and art offers a sense of completion like no other expressive form.
As an artist, I change the art at home,
studios, and galleries. But, what if
you’re not an artist and want to put up
something and live with it for a while to
see how it fits in? Enter art rentals or art
leasing.
There are many ways a perfect art
fit happens, from homes or dorm rooms
to enormous corporate buildings. A
search for the right art is a search for
the right influence and feel to a place.
This is human, and we humans have
been doing this since cave paintings!
We usually think of buying art, but we
can rent it and change it out, too.

The importance of art at work

Workplace art studies worldwide have
helped businesses address key challenges such as reducing stress (78%
agreed), increasing creativity (64%
agreed) and encouraging expression
of opinions (77% agreed). 80% of the
women (66% of the men) in the studies agreed that art at the office could
reduce their stress levels. Furthermore,
92% of the women stated that art affects
their general well-being, compared to
71% of the men.
Japan’s Hiroshima University
studied workers who looked online at
cute baby animals. “The present study
shows that perceiving cuteness not
only improves fine motor skills but
also increases perceptual carefulness.”
And, they note that cute objects might
be useful to “induce careful behavioral tendencies” in “specific situations,
such as driving and office work.”
The London law firm JAG Shaw

Baker bought quirky, eclectic pieces
of art, which are unusual for a sector
known for its conservatism. “When it
came to fitting out the office, I wanted something that was fun, open and
didn’t look like a conservative law
firm—the clients really appreciate
that.”
Art rentals and leases offer clients
short-term enjoyment into long-term
ownership, and leasing credits can go
toward eventually owning artwork. This
gives the art from artists or galleries to
the client with some leeway for change.
The art rental/leasing offers artists passive income while clients “think it over.”
Artists, designers, and curators
help client decisions from homes
to corporations. Artists rent out art
through many channels including art
advisory firms, corporate consultants,
or directly asking firms about how they
acquire art for their firm.

Art and corporate strategy

I often visit an organization with a
ground floor of framed posters in neutral, horizontal lines, abstract colors
with calm, copacetic, modest influences. The next floor’s posters include
circle elements reminiscent of targets,
on view to problem-solving employees dealing with targets and plans for
corporate success; the meeting rooms
have dynamic posters with “challenge”
imagery—athletes, adventure, wildlands. The firm’s top floors have artful
paintings, not posters; the rich painted
surface implies stability and sturdy
investment. With mere peripheral impact, even the corporate walls were
purposeful.
Nowadays, corporations are wary
of how art collecting looks to share-

holders and business relationships.
The show-off 1980s corporate arts
one-upmanship has waned in favor of
separate corporate art collection investiture, not evident from the interiors.
Further sleuthing could reveal pricey,
upscale corporate art interest. Some
art is sold during corporate downturns,
like stocks.
Buying original art has qualities
that live through generations, holding
interest and value. Artists, art sellers,
and buyers have costs and use smart
choices to enjoy the process. Buying
nationally and internationally could
lack personal, creative affinity; buying
locally supports our creative community here at home. The local advantage?
Knowing the artist personally, having a
pleasant, personal relationship overall,
and being in front for what’s next!

farmer’s market; Aug. 10, 17, 24,
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.: art, crafts, megabubbles, herbfest, farmer’s market.
Front Range Open Studios—annual
Open Studios weekend: art, artist demos, creative environments,
Sept. 7-8, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Maps
at local shops and online at FrontRangeOpenStudios.com.
Janet Sellers is an artist, writer, speaker,
and teacher. Contact her at
janetsellers@ocn.me.

Art Hop

A summer evening with art, music,
conviviality in Historic Monument. The
next Art Hop is set for 5 to 8 p.m. Aug.
15 at:
Bella Art and Frame Gallery, featured
artist, member artists. 183 Washington St.
Santa Fe Trail Jewelry, with featured
courtyard artists, 106 Second St.
Bliss studio and gallery, art of Jodie
Bliss, 243 Washington St.
Gallery 132, group of artists, crafters,
events. 251 Front St.

August, September festive weekends

Studio events, weekend creative fun:
Southwinds Fine Art Gallery—Taste
of Summer, Aug. 3, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.: art, crafts, baby alpaca petting zoo, mega-bubbles, herbfest,

Above:
Artist
Sarah
Dean
demonstrated her equine oil painting
techniques for an admiring crowd at
Bella Art and Frame Gallery at the Art
Hop on July 18 in Historic Monument.
Dean is the gallery’s July featured
artist and her equine and Westernthemed paintings and graphite
pencil works proved to be a favorite
of visitors this year. The monthly Art
Hop is a community art festival with
all kinds of art, live music, food trucks,
and more on a walk around town. The
next one is from 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 15. Photo by Janet Sellers.

Snapshots of Our Community
Barn Dance, July 3

Bethesda Gardens BBQ, July 3

Above: On July 3, the Barn Dance, as is its tradition, started off the Fourth of
July festivities for the Tri-Lakes community. Ronnie Davis and the Rocky Mountain
Outlaws were the musical headliner that got attendees on the dance floor throughout the night. Bill Miller, who coordinated the event this year, said the event was
“honoring Si, Dorothy, and the Sibell family for their contributions and commitment
to the Tri-Lakes community.” Si, a former mayor of Monument, passed away in
December 2018. Miller said proceeds from the event will support Wounded Warrior
USA and American Legion Post 911. Photo by David Futey.

Above: Bethesda Gardens Assisted Living celebrated Independence Day a day
early, on July 3, with an annual barbecue for the residents. The event was open to
the public and was enjoyed by many from the staff of the Town of Monument and
Veterans of Foreign Wars. Photo by John Howe.
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Pancake Breakfast, July 4
Left: On the morning of
July 4, the Knights of Columbus Council 11514
hosted its annual Fourth of
July Pancake Breakfast in
the St. Peter School walkway. Past Grand Knight
Dave McCloy said the
Knights were expecting
1,600 for this year’s breakfast of pancakes, eggs,
sausages, drinks, and
community get-together.
McCloy said proceeds
from the event are “distributed based on donation
categories of community,
church, family, and faith.”
Kiwanis K-Kids, St. Peter
students, and members of
the Knights were among
the volunteers who helped
make the breakfast a success once again. Photo by
David Futey.
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Palmer Lake Fun Run, July 4
Right: At 7 a.m. on the
Fourth of July, 1,400 runners took part in the 37th
annual Palmer Lake
Fun Run. The number
of runners in the 4-mile
run from Palmer Lake
to Monument was an increase from last year’s
race. Coordinated by
Lori McConnell, Lindsey Lieker, and Megan
Smallman, the run raises
money for Palmer Lake
Elementary School. McConnell said, “the Fun
Run is operated with the
support of 100% volunteers” and the proceeds
are used for “field trips,
in-school experiences and technology.” Erik Le Roux (19:56) of Colorado Springs
and Amy Shertzer (25:10) of Monument were the top male and female finishers respectively. Pictured above: Friends Nadine Echeverry, Kayleigh Evans, and Clay
Evans sported Fourth of July attire for running in the Palmer Lake Fun Run. Photos
by David Futey.

Independence Day Parade - Photos by David Futey

Above: Left: Brianna and Kimber Reynolds and Right: Kai and Carmen Lipka, as
the Statue of Liberty, are set for participating in the Children’s Parade.

Above: A rider-less horse with backward-facing boots in the stirrups represent a
fallen soldier and spirit of a leader looking back on their troops.

Above: Tri-Lakes Little League All-Stars.

Above: Vietnam veterans.

Above: Left: Palmer Ridge Bearbotics Team. Right: Unicyclists.

Above:Left: Colorado Renaissance Festival. Right: U.S. Air Force Academy
cadets shake hands with youthful parade attendees.

Saturday, August 8, 2019
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BFFRPD Open House, July 13

Butterfly Tour, July 13

Above: From left are Flight Nurse Jan Rawson, Pilot Steve Patton, Flight Medic
Andy Roberts from UC Health EMS Lifeline, and Keith Lonnquist with Bailey his El
Paso County Search and Rescue dog in training, at the Black Forest Fire Rescue
Protection District annual open house on July 13. The event was well attended by
over 225 people, and visitors toured Station 1, enjoying barbecue and snow cones
served in the bay. Many enjoyed exploring and learning about all the vehicles,
especially the new 711 Engine and the visiting EMS Lifeline and Flight For Life
Colorado helicopters. A live extrication drill took place and the following organizations provided information and fun activities: El Paso County Search and Rescue,
UC Health, Penrose St. Francis Trauma Service and Cancer Center, and Belfor
Property Restoration. Photo by Natalie Barszcz.

Above: Although not a professional lepidopterist, Steve Fisher discovered his
passion for butterflies at age 13 and has been studying (and chasing) them ever
since. Elise Hughes Berheim possesses a master’s degree in wildlife sciences
and facilitates environmental activities that engender conservational thinking.
The morning of July 13, the two led a small group on a hike—the second of the
summer—to explore a butterfly-filled meadow adjacent to Palmer Lake. Fisher
educated the group about common butterfly predators, various plants that attract
different species, and the impact of sunlight and temperature on the transition
from chrysalis to butterfly. Berheim identified plants along the trail and discussed
their importance to the environment. Pictured: Steve Fisher shows young visitor
Olivia Chaffin how to flip the butterfly net to avoiding harming specimens. Photo
by Jennifer Kaylor.

Chief Shirk’s retirement party

Fox Run Park cleanup, July 13

Left: On July 13, the
Town of Monument
held a retirement party
for Police Chief Jake
Shirk at the Secret
Window Wedding &
Event Venue. Mayor
Pro Tem Kelly Elliott,
as well as many of
the Monument Board
of Trustees members,
attended the event to
say farewell to Shirk.
Photo
by Allison
Robenstein.

Suzy Bogguss at TLCA, July 17
Right: On July 17, a capacity
crowd welcomed Country Music
Award and Grammy Award winner Suzy Bogguss to the Tri-Lakes
Center for the Arts. Bogguss, accompanied by Elio Giordano
(bass) and Craig Smith (guitar),
opened the evening with a little humor, stating “we are going to play
songs we know.” Those songs in
her two-set performance started
with Outbound Plane, continuing
with the breakout Aces, Letting
Go, a song written by her husband
Doug Crider, and covers by Merle
Haggard, The Beatles, John Hiatt,
and Chuck Pyle, and such classic
songs as Red River Valley. Colorado is a special place for her as
she started her musical career in
the early 1980s as a “troubadour
in a camper van with my dog.” She
traveled the country for five years
finding particular success at the ski
resorts, clubs, and coffeehouses
here and in Wyoming. Photo by
David Futey.

Above: Volunteers from Wells Fargo Bank Jackson Creek Branch and Our Community News helped tidy the north trail entrance to Fox Run Park by weeding and
cleanup July 13. The cleanup workday included a short hike to take in the forest
atmosphere and Native American history of the area, followed by refreshments
across the street at Southwinds Fine Arts. Photo by Janet Sellers.

MVEA thanks members, July 18
Right:
Mountain
View
Electric Association (MVEA),
an electric cooperative, held a
member appreciation dinner
July 18 at the Monument
office. MVEA had the
lineman aerial lift equipment
on hand for “bucket rides”
for attendees to ride with
an MVEA specialist, and
all were harnessed into the
equipment for the high ride
into the air and back. The
event served to celebrate as
well as educate members on
electrical conservation and
safety, especially regarding
tree dangers (MVEA will trim
trees near power lines for
free). Photo by Janet Sellers.
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Meeting with Somers, July 19

Above: New Lewis-Palmer D38 Superintendent Dr. KC Somers hosts a Listening
and Learning event July 19 at the Tri-Lakes Senior Center. This was one of six
events for Somers; other locations were the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce,
Wesley Owens Coffee, Tri-Lakes YMCA, Monument Library, and Serranos Coffee
Company. Each event asked participants to discuss three topics: what they value
about the district, challenges the district faces, and advice to the superintendent.
Attendees included parents, teachers, and community members. Values mentioned included high achievement, diverse offerings, world-class education, and
qualified and dedicated teachers. Challenges and concerns ranged from improving
teacher morale, support for kids who are not college-bound, location of the new
Monument Academy High School, new state graduation requirements, curriculum,
use of technology, managing growth, increasing trust, and maintaining academic
excellence. Attendees advised Somers to continue to communicate with the community, provide as much data as possible when making decisions, and follow up
after soliciting input. Photo by Jackie Burhans
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Limbach Park Quilt Show, July 20

Above: On July 20, the Front Range Modern Quilt Guild showed 91 quilts that
were hung on clothes lines around Limbach Park. Many visitors came to view the
modern-style creations as breezes teased the quilts. Pictured from left are, front
row, AK Miller, Barbara Konkle, Abby Leonard, Anna Ortiz, and Michelle Davis;
back row, Nicole Young, Char Allen, Janis Williams, Sally Leavitt, Karen Guerra,
Cheri Stanley, Margie Jones, Donna Squibb, Wyna Todd, Melissa Richie, and
Suzanne Hay. Photo by Nicole Young.

Run 4 Hope, July 20

Forest Lakes Concert, July 26

Above: The Ascent Church sponsored Run 4 Hope with over 200 participants
running through the nearby Woodmoor neighborhood on July 20. Race check-in
began at 6:30 a.m. for the chipped competitive run followed by a family-paced
color fun run. Course marshal was 1970s-era Olympian Frank Shorter, and volunteers at various checkpoints scattered colorful powders at the runners. The annual
fundraiser helps support suicide prevention efforts in local schools. Photo by Janet
Sellers.

Spiderman, July 26
Above: On July 26, a cheerful Forest Lakes crowd enjoyed the music of the Martini
Shot band playing favorites from the 1960s to the present. The audience enjoyed
picnics, dancing, singing, and clapping along with the music, while children played
on the playground. Food trucks provided picnic suppers and libations. Photo by
Janet Sellers.

TLWC funds RMMA master class

Above: The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) gave the Rocky Mountain Music Association (RMMA) a generous gift of $650 to provide a master class for Tri-Lakes
area students. The class will be taught on Sept. 14 by the featured artists just prior
to RMMA’s first concert of the season, which is also a celebration of women composers. Interested students must obtain a recommendation from their respective
music teachers. Pictured from left, TLWC Grant Chair Cindi Ryan, RMMA Church
Liaison Vivian Delano, RMMA Board President Coleen Abeyta, and TLWC Co-President Pam Perry. Photo by Pam Perry.

Above: The Monument summer outdoor movie night event series presented
Spiderman July 26 at Dirty Woman Park. Families and friends brought their
picnics, lawn chairs, and snacks to enjoy a family movie under the stars at the
weekly event. Palmer Ridge Cheer leaders (pictured above) had snacks available
for sale. Despite an overcast rain threat the movie went on successfully. Photo by
John Howe
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Amy Helm at TLCA, July 27
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Weeds beware!

Left: I On July 27, Amy
Helm and her band brought
their energetic and eclectic
Americana sound that brought
the Tri-Lakes Center for the
Arts (TLCA) audience to its
feet and the dance floor. Helm,
daughter of acclaimed The
Band drummer Levon Helm,
performed songs from her
latest album This Too Shall
Light, from her previous band
Ollabelle, placing her sound on
an interesting mix of covers.
Those covers included Alan
Toussaint’s Freedom from the
Stallion, Bruce Springsteen’s
Atlantic City, Dave Mason’s Only You Know and I Know, and closing with vocal-only
Gloryland, a Ralph Stanley hymn taught to her by her father. Though Levon died
in 2012, Helm continues to oversee the Midnight Rambler shows he started at his
Woodstock, N.Y., barn as a “rent party,” but has grown to be a premier performance
location. Information on upcoming events at the TLCA is at trilakesarts.org. Photo
and caption by David Futey.

Rosie’s car show, July 28

Above: The Town of Monument recently purchased a cutting-edge machine that
uses super-heated steam to kill weeds. This is the newest measure taken by the
town to phase out the use of chemical herbicides in public spaces and rights-ofway. This form of weed treatment is relatively unheard of in the United States.
Developed by Jeremy Winer of Weedtechnics in Australia and purchased through
Rocky Mountain Steam-N-Weed, the steamer is an effective weed control method
that holds many benefits over the traditional chemicals or even mechanical methods used by municipalities. The machine is carried on a truck accompanied by a
100-gallon water tank. These summer days, one can find Public Works or Water Department employees at work around town with what looks like a garment
steamer in hand and the smell of steamed spinach in the air. Pictured above is
Kellyn Bryan of Monument Public Works, cleaning up the trails at the Santa Fe
Trailhead on Third Street. Photo courtesy of Cassie Olgren, landscape supervisor,
Town of Monument.
Left: Car enthusiasts came out to celebrate beautifully restored vintage cars and
vintage music July 28 in the parking lot at Rosie’s Diner. Owners shared stories of
their lives and the cars they love. Some bought the cars decades ago and restored
them, and some bought their cars recently because it was their bucket list, “always
dreamed of” car. While the Royal Aces band played golden oldie songs about cars
and surfing and the like, visitors put in their vote for top favorite cars of the day. The
show had vintage, meticulously restored vehicles from many favorite collector eras,
including a 1938 Chevy vintage fire truck. Photo by Janet Sellers.

Why advertise in OCN?

• OCN is mailed FREE to every resident and business in the
Tri-Lakes area. We mail more than 20,500 copies every
month and put another 1,000 copies in stacks throughout the
area. We put copies of OCN into the hands of those people
most likely to buy your products or services: local residents
and businesses.
• OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area news. Since its
founding in 2001, OCN has been presenting unbiased, detailed coverage of Tri-Lakes area governmental entities and
their deliberations and actions. Credibility is key. Advertising
in a credible medium typically rubs off on the advertisers in
that media.
• OCN gives preference to Tri-Lakes area businesses. As part
of OCN’s long-standing commitment to encouraging the economic health of the Tri-Lakes area, we offer a significantly
discounted ad rate to Tri-Lakes area businesses as a way to
help local businesses like yours succeed.
• OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication schedule help
stretch your ad budget. OCN has one of the lowest ad costs
per printed copy of any local publication. Since OCN is a
monthly publication, your ad is out there for a month—more
than four times longer than other local papers. Many of our
advertisers tell us they’re still getting calls in the third and
fourth week of the month.
• OCN doesn’t use contracts. You aren’t tied down. Adjust your
advertising month-to-month to meet your changing needs.
Our advertisers advertise with us because they see benefit
in it, not because they’re bound by a contract they signed
months before. To reward frequent advertisers, OCN has a
Frequent Advertiser Bonus (FAB) rewards program. You earn
up to 10% of your ad cost as a reward you can use to reduce
the cost of future OCN advertising.
• You are supporting a good thing. Your advertising dollars
support a unique all-volunteer, Tri-Lakes-focused effort to
present factual, comprehensive news to all Tri-Lakes area
residents and businesses.

For more information on OCN advertising, go to
www.ocn.me/advertise.htm or contact John Heiser
at (719) 488-3455 or ads@ocn.me.
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Our Community Notices
By Judy Barnes, Events Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please doublecheck the time and place of any event you wish to attend by
calling the information number for that event.

Slash-Mulch season continues

The El Paso County Black Forest Slash and Mulch program
will accept slash (tree and brush debris only) through Sept.
15. Mulch will be available through Sept. 21 or until mulch
runs out. Hours of operation are: Saturdays, 7 a.m.-4 p.m.;
Sundays, noon-4 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday evenings,
5-7:30 p.m. The mulch loader schedule is Saturdays only,
7 a.m.-4 p.m. The cost for slash is $2 per load. The mulch
loader fee is $5 per bucket, about 2 cubic yards. The slash
and mulch site is located at the southeast corner of Shoup
and Herring Roads in the Black Forest area. For more information, visit www.bfslash.org or phone the county Environmental Division, 520-7878; Carolyn, 495-3127; Chuck,
495-8675; Jeff, 495-8024.

YMCA School Supply Drive ends Aug. 12

Donate your supplies at three Monument locations: TriLakes YMCA, 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy.; YMCA Day Camp
at Bear Creek Elementary, 1330 Creekside Dr.; Tri-Lakes
Cares, 235 Jefferson St. For more information, call 481-8728.

D-38 First day of school, Aug. 19

Families are encouraged to check the school website for
important information, including school supply lists. Click
on the ‘Family Resources’ tab at www.lewispalmer.org for
important details. See ad on page 9.

the fireworks fund at www.palmerlakefireworks.org.

Black Forest Together offers services

Black Forest Together provides the following fire recovery/
mitigation services to the Black Forest community summer
through fall, weather permitting:
•
Volunteer projects: Post-fire recovery includes hauling slash to the slash/mulch site, building erosion
control barriers, planting seedlings to reforest the
burn scar. Nominal fees may apply to cover equipment expenses.
•
Trees 4 Tomorrow: Transplanting of larger local ponderosa pine trees to expedite reforestation of the burn
scar. Discount for fire survivors.
•
Green Forest Mitigation: Utilizes local tree contractors to mitigate properties to Colorado State Forest
Service standards to reduce the risk of another forest
fire.
•
Community Outreach and Education: Promotion of
healthy-forest education and best practices to residents, schools, and organizations to create a fireadapted, resilient community.
•
Phoenix Program Consulting: Consultation and assistance to other fire-impacted communities, providing community leaders the tools to minimize the
time needed to implement sustainable recovery operations.
For more information, contact Black Forest Together, 4952445, or www.resourcecenter@blackforesttogether.org.

St. Peter Catholic School now enrolling

County seeks citizen input:
Master Plan Survey now online

The school offers academics, athletics, and faith formation
for preschool-eighth grade. Call or visit: 124 First St., Monument; 481-1855; www.petertherock.org. See ad on page 2.

First Step Preschool now enrolling

Mountain Community Senior Services offers free transportation and handyman services to Tri-Lakes seniors. If you
need a ride to a medical appointment, grocery shopping,
or the local senior lunches, a volunteer driver will be happy
to help you. Call 488-0076 to leave a message for the dispatcher. If you need grab bars in the bathroom, a ramp to
your door, or repair of stairs or railings, please call Cindy
Rush, 488-0076, and leave a message or visit www.coloradoseniorhelp.com.

El Paso County continues to seek citizen input in an online
survey as it creates the new county master plan. To complete the survey, go online to planningdevelopment.elpasoco.com. For more information, phone 719-520-6300. See
ad on page 12.
First Step offers a high-quality educational program in a
Christian environment and is operated by Black Forest
Community Church. For a tour and more information, call
719-495-0146 or visit www.thefirststeppreschool.com. See
ad on page 8.

Early childhood teachers wanted

Hope Montessori Academy’s Monument location is hiring
early childhood teachers to work full and part-time with
children ages 6 weeks through 12 years. For more information, contact 488-8723 or visit www.montessorichild.com.
For details on qualifications, see ad on page 14.

Sisters’ Thrift & Boutique

The Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery have a shop full of gently used treasures at 8674 N. Union Blvd., Colorado Springs.
Store hours are Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m., and Saturdays,
10 a.m.-4 p.m. The phone number is 719-282-0316. For
more information and a $5 off coupon, see the ad on page
10.

MVEA essay contest, enter by Nov. 14

High school juniors can enter to win an all-expense paid
trip to Washington, D.C., for the Electric Cooperative Youth
Tour, or win a stay at the Colorado Electric Education Institute’s Youth Leadership Camp in Clark, Colo. Essays must
be received by Nov. 14. Apply online at www.mvea.coop/
essay-contest. Info: Erica, 719-494-2654, erica.m@mvea.
coop. See ad on page 27.

MVEA Scholarships, apply Sept. 3 to Jan. 15

Each year, MVEA awards $1,000 scholarships to 14 graduating high school seniors. Applications are due by Jan. 15,
2020. Apply online at www.mvea.coop/scholarships. See
ad on page 27.

MVEA tree-trimming services

Tree trimming helps prevent storm-related power outages.
For more information, call 800-388-9881 or 719-495-2283,
or visit www.mvea.coop/tree-trimming.

Officiate high school basketball

Make the right call and become a high school basketball official. Email the Colorado Springs Basketball Officials Association, csboa.areadirector@gmail.com, for information on
training and certification.

Support Palmer Lake fireworks

Help support a Tri-Lakes tradition. You can still donate to

Free services for seniors

Home-delivered meals by Silver Key

If you’re a homebound senior age 60 or older, you might
qualify to receive meals delivered to your home through Silver Key. To register or volunteer, call 884-2370.

Meals on Wheels needs substitute drivers

Meals on Wheels in the Tri-Lakes area is looking for substitute drivers. They deliver on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday and it usually takes only a couple hours. All volunteers
will have to place an application with Silver Key and then
go through a background check. If you are interested, you
can contact coordinator Sue Cliatt at 481-3175 or by email,
es1070@aol.com.

Volunteer drivers needed for seniors’
transportation service

Mountain Community Senior Services is a nonprofit, grantfunded organization that provides free transportation to
Tri-Lakes seniors 60 and older. The program needs volunteer drivers. For more information, visit the website, coloradoseniorhelp.com, email info@coloradoseniorhelp.com, or
call the hotline, 488-0076.

due to a change in health or finances. Participation is limited to 10 individuals on a first-come, first-served basis. For
more information, contact Rick Jackson, 488-3200, Rjackson.tcaw@gmail.com.

Become a CASA volunteer

Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) offers a volunteer opportunity like no other. As appointed representatives of the court, CASA volunteers are empowered to make
a lifelong difference in the lives of abused and neglected
children. To learn more, contact Uriko Stout, 447-9898 ext.
1060, urikos@casappr.org; or visit www.casappr.org.

Tri-Lakes Talks

There is now a website, www.TLtalks.com, for local articles, podcasts, and much more. TLtalks.com is dedicated
to providing a platform where you can write about what is
important to you and where the Tri-Lakes community can
exchange ideas, thoughts, and information. Visit www.TLtalks.com to see the mission statement, submission guidelines, and terms and conditions.

Get help if your vehicle is stuck

4x4orce is an emergency notification network of 4-by-4
enthusiasts/good Samaritans ready and willing to respond
when, where, and how they can. Sending a message to the
Facebook 4X4orce Community Rescue & Recovery page is
the best way currently to get assistance. However, you can
also phone 719-286-9323. If Facebook is not working, you
can email help@4x4orce.org.

County launches Citizen Connect

Citizen Connect is a new tool that allows citizens to report problems and put in service requests with the click of
a mouse or touch of a button. Citizens can download this
app, EPC Citizen Connect, for iPhone or Android phone.
For more information, visit www.elpasoco.com/countylaunches-citizen-connect.

Sign up for “Reverse 9-1-1” notifications

The Emergency Notification System (powered by Everbridge), commonly referred to as Reverse 9-1-1, is a tool
that can make rapid notifications to specific geographic
areas to alert you to emergency situations including manmade disasters, evacuations, hazardous materials incidents, missing persons, and more. Reverse 9-1-1 is not the
same as Amber Alerts, which are generated by a different
system. You must register to receive emergency notifications on any phone other than your landline. You can list up
to five locations and up to eight points of contact. Sign up at
www.elpasoteller911.org.

County assessor launches enhanced website

The newly redesigned site with the Property Record Card
and Citizen Comper (value comparisons) makes parcel
and property searches more informative, easier to use, and
accessible on mobile devices as well as desktops. Find the
enhanced website at https://property.spatialest.com/co/
elpaso/.

Residence vacation check

The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office will conduct vacation
checks of homes of county residents who are on vacation.
This is a great way to add security to your home when you’re
away for multiple days. Either a deputy or trained volunteer
will visit your home while you’re away and check it periodically. To add your home to their schedule, visit www.epcsheriffsoffice.com. Info: 520-7151.

Monument text alerts

Silver Alliance Thrift Store needs volunteers

Text “Monument” to 41411 to receive updates and news of
meetings, weather alerts, openings and closings, as well as
other important town information to your phone or personal mobile device.

I-25 MyWay commuting options website

Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of information
for local seniors, including the daily menu of the senior
lunches offered Monday through Friday at the Mountain
Community Mennonite Church, 643 Highway 105, Palmer
Lake. It also contains the schedule of the classes and events
for the month at the Senior Citizens Center and seniorfriendly library programs. To subscribe, send an email with
your name and mailing address to SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior Beat can also be viewed online at www.
TriLakesSeniors.org.
■

Volunteers are needed for various tasks. The store is located
at 755 Highway 105, Suite N, in the West End Center and is
open Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. To volunteer, call 488-3495.
Visit www.i25myway.org and enter starting and ending ZIP
codes for personalized I-25 commuting solutions and savings estimates. The website will help you arrange the details
and free test commutes, including carpools, van pools, and
the Bustang South Line. The site will run through the end of
construction in 2022.

Free grief group forming

The Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Road, Monument,
is forming a group for people who have struggled with grief
for six months or more. This group will meet for six weeks
with a trained leader who will provide a safe place to process the grief resulting from the loss of a loved one, or grief

Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free

Our Community Calendar
By Judy Barnes, Community Calendar Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please doublecheck the time and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the info number for that event.
•

•

•

G O V E R N M E N TA L B O D I E S

Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, CANCELED,
Mon., Aug. 5, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 1st and 3rd Mon.
each month. Info: 884-8017, www.townofmonument.
org.
El Paso Board of County Commissioners Meeting,
Tue., Aug. 6, 9 a.m. Centennial Hall, 200 South Cascade Ave., Suite 150, Colo. Springs. Meets every Tue.

•

•

only during summer. Info: 520-6430, www.agendasuite.org/iip/elpaso.
El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting,
Tue., Aug. 6, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. (if
required) each month. Find agendas: https://planningdevelopment.elpasoco.com/el-paso-countyplanning-commission/2019-meetings/. Info: 5206300.
Monument Academy School Board Meeting, Thu.,
Aug. 8, 6 p.m., school library, 1150 Village Ridge
Point, Monument. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info:
481-1950,
www.monumentacademy.net/schoolboard.
Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Aug. 8,

•

•

•
•

6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent.
Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953, www.
townofpalmerlake.com.
Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Board
Meeting, Mon., Aug. 12, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr.,
Monument. Meets 2nd Mon. each month. Info: 4882525, www.woodmoorwater.com.
Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee
Meeting, Tue., Aug. 13, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell Ave.
Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 4814053.
Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Wed., Aug. 14, 9 a.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd
Wed. each month. Info: 481-2732. www.plsd.org.
El Paso County Park Advisory Board Meeting, Wed.,
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•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

•

•

•

•

Aug. 14, 1:30 p.m., Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade.
Info: 520-7529.
Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed.,
Aug. 14, 6:30 p.m.. Town Hall Board Room, 645
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each
month. Livestreamed at http://bit.ly/2uZxjfa. Info:
884-8017, www.townofmonument.org.
Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Thu., Aug. 15, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr. Workshop
is open to the public. Meets 3rd Thu. each month.
Info: 488-3603, www.donalawater.org.
Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Aug.
19, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon Lite
Rd., Monument. Meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each month.
Info: 884-8017, www.townofmonument.org.
El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting,
Tue., Aug. 20, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. (if
required) each month. Find agendas: https://planningdevelopment.elpasoco.com/el-paso-countyplanning-commission/2019-meetings/. Info: 5206300.
Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Tue.,
Aug. 20, 5:30 p.m., Triview Metro office, 16055 Old
Forest Point, Suite 300, Monument. Meets 3rd Tue.
each month. Info: 488-6868, https://triviewmetro.
com.
Black Forest Fire/Rescue Protection District Board
Meeting, Tue., Aug. 20, 7 p.m., Station 1, 11445
Teachout Road, Colorado Springs. Normally meets
3rd Wed. each month. Info: 495-4300.
Wescott Fire Protection District Board Meeting,
Tue., Aug. 20 7 p.m., Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr.
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 488-8680.
Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Wed., Aug. 21, 9 a.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Wed. each
month. Info: 481-4886.
Academy Water and Sanitation District Board
Meeting, Wed., Aug. 21, 6 p.m., Wescott Fire Station
1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month.
Info: 481-0711.
Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting,
Mon., Aug. 26, 6 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson
St., Monument. Meets 3rd Mon. each month. Info:
488-4700, www.lewispalmer.org.
Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting,
Wed., Aug. 28, 6 p.m., Monument Sanitation District
board room, 130 Second St. Meets 4th Wed. each
month. Info: 488-2110, www.fvawd.com.
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Board
Meeting, Wed., Aug. 28, 6:30 p.m., TLMFPD Station
1, 18650 Hwy 105. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info:
Jennifer Martin, 484-0911, www.tlmfire.org.
Woodmoor Improvement Association Board Meeting, Wed., Aug. 28, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691
Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info:
488-2693, www.woodmoor.org.

LOC AL LIBR ARY E VENTS

For information on library events, see the library events
column on page 21 and visit www.ppld.org. All Pikes Peak
Library District facilities will be closed Mon., Sept. 2 in
observance of Labor Day.
•
The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10
a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org.
•
The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.Thu., 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5
p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.
ppld.org.
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

W E E K LY & M O N T H LY E V E N T S

Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting,
every Sat., 7:30 a.m., D-38 Admin. Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Guests are welcome at weekly
meetings featuring speakers on a variety of topics
and a free continental breakfast. Memberships open
to the public. Join the 150+ men & women of the TriLakes area who work together to make a difference for
youth and our community. Info: RF Smith, (719) 2104987, www.MHKiwanis.org. See ad on page 11.
Monument Hill Farmers Market, every Sat., 8 a.m.2 p.m., in front of the D-38 Administration Building
at 2nd and Jefferson Streets, Monument. Park behind the administration building or in the Catholic
Church parking lot. Playground for the kids. Palisade
peaches & roasted chilies now available. Info: 5929420. See ad on page 5.
Aliyah Congregation, every Sat., 10 a.m., Mountain
Community Mennonite Church, 643 Highway 105,
Palmer Lake. Visitors are welcome. Info: 330-2382,
www.aliyahcongregation.com. See ad on page 31.
Neighborhood Net, every Sat., 10 a.m.. Amateur radio operators practice for emergencies on weekly repeater nets so neighbors can help neighbors. Sign up
at www.mereowx.org/neighborhood-net or contactus@mereowx.org.
The Wine Seller Free Wine Tastings, every Sat., 1-4
p.m., 2805 Roberts Dr., Monument. Info: 488-3019,
www.thewineseller.net. See ad on page 3.
Bingo by the American Legion, every Sat., game
sales start at 6 p.m., games start at 7 p.m., the Depot
Restaurant, in Palmer Lake. Proceeds go to scholarships and other community support activities. Info:
481-8668,
www.americanlegiontrilakespost911.
com/bingo.htm.

•

•

•

•

•

•

Artful Outdoors: Weekly art and nature hikes, most
Sat.-Sun., 1-3 p.m. and by appointment. Join Janet
Sellers at local nature, cultural, and gallery spots.
Info: 719-357-7454, www.StartMyArt.com.
Fuel Church Sunday Service, every Sun., 9:30 a.m.
fellowship with free donuts and coffee, 10 a.m. main
service; 14960 Woodcarver Rd. (just west of I-25 off
Baptist Road). Non-denominational, spirit-led. Info:
info@fuel.org, www.fuelchurch.org. See ad on page
11.
Tri-Lakes United Methodist Church Worship Hours,
every Sun., traditional services 8 & 11 a.m., contemporary service 9:30 a.m., Sunday school, all ages, 9:30
a.m., 20256 Hunting Downs Way, Monument. Info:
488-1365, www.tlumc.org. See ad on page 3.
Black Forest Community Church Sunday Worship,
every Sun., 10 a.m., 6845 Shoup Rd. All are welcome
to the family friendly services. Info: www.blackforestcommunitychurch.org.
Cathedral Rock Church Sunday Service, every Sun.,
10 a.m., Tri-Lakes YMCA, 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy,
Monument. Info: www.cathedralrockchurch.org. See
ad on page 11.
Tai-Chi Class, every Mon., 10 a.m., Palmer Lake Town
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Cost: $5. Drop-ins welcome.
Info: 481-2953, www.townofpalmerlake.com.
Seniors Monday Movie Matinee, every Mon., 1-4
p.m., Silver Alliance Senior Center located on Lewis-Palmer High School campus. Free movies and
snacks. See the schedule of films in Tri-Lakes Silver
Alliance Senior Beat.
Artfully Speaking Toastmasters, every Mon., 5:45
p.m., 4452 North Chestnut St., room 252, Colo.
Springs. Info: Glenn, 719-260-6551; www.artfullyspeaking.toastmastersclubs.org.
Women’s A.A. Step Study, every Mon., 6:30 p.m.,
Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 Baptist Rd.
Park in west lot. Info: 360-4306.
Monument Life Recovery Group, every Mon., 6:308 p.m., The Ascent Church, 1750 Deer Creek Rd.
This faith-based support group is for those seeking
freedom from all hurts, habits, and hang ups. Find
support seeking freedom from addictions and family members with practical tools for change. Daycare
provided for children under age 11. Info: 481-3600.
Yin Yoga Classes, every Mon., 6:30-7:45 p.m., Yoga
Pathways Studio, 755 Hwy 105, West End Center,
Suite A (3⁄4 mile west of Safeway). A slow yoga practice; all levels welcome. First class always free. Info:
Deb Harano, 338-8467; DimensionsYoga@gmail.
com.
Monument Hill Kiwanis Bingo, every Mon., 7:30
p.m., Carefree Bingo, 3440 N. Carefree Circle, Colo.
Springs. All proceeds benefit those in need in the TriLakes Community. Info: mark.zeiger@gmail.com.
Farmers’ Market at Western Museum of Mining &
Industry (WMMI), every Mon. & Wed. through Sep.
30, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156
A). Info: 488-0880, info@wmmi.org, www.wmmi.org.
Adult Literacy Class, every Mon. & Wed., 6-7:30 p.m.,
D-38 Admin. Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument.
Open to the public. Info: 488-4700.
Blue Wave Taekwondo Club, every Mon. & Fri., 4:30
p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Dr. New
members welcome. Cost: $15 ea. to cover rental,
first class FREE! Info: Alex Ratcliff, TaekwondoBlueWave@gmail.com, 817-962-8044.
Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Mon.-Fri., 12-12:30
p.m., Mountain Community Mennonite Church, 643
Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. See the menu for the month
in the Senior Beat newsletter. A $2.25 donation is requested. Stay for bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. Reservations are requested, phone 884-2304.
Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI),
open Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 225 North Gate Blvd.
(I-25 Exit 156 A). Free child admission with a paid
adult during April. Daily guided tours at 10 a.m. and
1 p.m. Cost: $10 adults, $9 military/AAA, $8 seniors &
students, $6 children 3-12, free to children under 3 &
museum members. Info: 488-0880, info@wmmi.org,
www.wmmi.org. See ad on page 5.
Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Thrift Store, open Mon.Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 755 Hwy 105, Suite N, in the
West End Center. Seniors 62+ get a 20% discount on
Wednesdays. Military & Teacher Appreciation Day,
20% off regular priced items on Saturdays. All proceeds support Tri-Lakes Senior Programs. To donate
furniture, call 488-3495 for a pickup. Info: www.
TriLakesSeniors.org.
Tri-Lakes YMCA Senior Coffee, every Tue., 9:3011:30 a.m., 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument.
Members and non-members are welcome. Socialize,
have coffee and snacks in the front lobby. Free. Info:
630-2604, hbrandon@ppymca.org, www.ppymca.
org.
Al-anon Meeting: Monument Serenity, every Tue.,
7:30-8:30 p.m., Ascent Church (formerly the Tri-Lakes
Chapel), 1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monument. Info: Kay,
481-9258.
Peak Reader Children’s Literacy Program, every
Tue. & Thu., 5:30-6:30 p.m., Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Free one-to-one
tutoring for children reading below grade level. To
enroll your child or volunteer as a tutor, visit www.
childrensliteracycenter.org or call 471-8672.
Palmer Divide Run Club, every Wed. through Oct.
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30, 6 p.m., The Stube, 292 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake.
Come run or hike one of four local 2-5 mile trail or
dirt road courses. Each run will have a short and longer route. Optional social hour afterwards. Info: Instagram, Strava, PalmerDivideRunClub@gmail.com,
or www.facebook.com/PalmerDivideRunClub/
Concerts in the Park, every Wed., through Aug. 21,
7-9 p.m., Limbach Park, 151 Front St., Monument.
Music, food trucks, and fun for the family. Bring
chairs, blankets. Info: www.trilakeschamber.com
and click on ‘Events.’
Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Wednesday Night Fellowship Meal (Free) & Classes, every Wed., 6-7:30
p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Road, Monument (Corner
of Beacon Lite & County Line Roads). Info: 488-9613,
gregsmith@trilakeschurch.org,
www.trilakeschurch.org.
Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10
a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek
Rd., Monument. Info: Kay, 481-9258.
A.A. Big Book Study, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of
Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. Info: 4810431.
Overeaters Anonymous Big Book Study, every Thu.,
7-8 p.m., Natural Grocers, 1216 W. Baptist Rd., Monument. Info: Beth, 773-682-1223; or Nancy, 640-3343.
Live Music at the Speedtrap, every Thu. open mic
7-9:30 p.m., musicians every Fri. & Sat., 8-11 p.m., 84
Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Info: 488-2007, www.speedtrapbistro.com.
Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), every Fri., 8 a.m.,
Monument Chamber of Commerce, 166 2nd St., Monument. Info: Terry, 684-4912, or visit www.TOPS.org.
SOLO Senior Travel Club, Sat., Aug. 3, 9:30-11 a.m.,
Serrano’s, 625 Highway 105, Monument. All individuals who want to travel but don’t have a travel partner
are welcome. Meets 1st and 3rd Sat. each month. Info:
Kit, 630-618-9400.
Group of Artists (GOA) Meetings at Tri-Lakes Center
for the Arts, Sat., Aug. 3, 10 a.m.-noon, 304 Hwy 105,
Palmer Lake. Lively discussions about art topics, general studies on creativity. Meets 1st Sat. each month.
Info: 481-0475, info@trilakesarts.org, www.trilakesarts.org.
Drummers! Mon., Aug. 5, 6:30-8 p.m., Limbach Park,
151 Front St., Monument, near the band shell. Free
and open to all ages. Bring any kind of drum or other
hand percussion instrument. Beginners welcome!
Meets 1st & 3rd Mon. during the summer. Info: Nan,
466-1257, nananddon@hotmail.com.
Gleneagle Sertoma Luncheon Meeting, Wed., Aug.
7, 11:30 a.m., Fox Run Park, Shelter #4. Interesting
speakers and programs; all are welcome. Meets 1st
& 3rd Wed. each month, location varies. Info: Garrett Barton, 433-5396; Duane Gritzmaker, 481-2424;
www.gleneaglesertoma.org.
Senior Bingo, Thu., Aug. 8, Mountain Community
Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake, after
the senior lunch. Come for lunch at noon, then stay
and play. Free! Prizes! Meets 2nd Thu. each month.
Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.
Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu.,
Aug. 8, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105
west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 2nd
Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364.
Silver Center Book Club, Fri., Aug. 9, 11 a.m.-noon,
Senior Center located across the street from the TriLakes YMCA, on Lewis-Palmer High School campus.
The August book is The Sleepwalker’s Guide to Dancing by Mira Jacob. All are welcome. Meets 2nd Fri.
each month. Coffee & snacks served. RSVP & Info:
Sue, 330-0241.
La Leche League Meeting, Fri., Aug. 9, noon-1 p.m.,
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
Mothers, babies, and mothers-to-be are all invited.
Meets 2nd Fri. each month. Info: Kelley, 440-2477,
kdghorashi@gmail.com.
El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recycling
Collection Facility, Sat., Aug. 10, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.,
3255 Akers Dr., Colorado Springs. Open the 2nd Sat.
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each month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 p.m., accepts porcelain fixtures, common recyclable items,
household hazardous waste, various electronics, and
TVs up to 19-inch diagonal. Bring a nonperishable
food item for Care and Share. Info: 520-7878, http://
adm.elpasoco.com/Environmental_Services/Solid_
Waste_Management.
Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Aug. 10, 9 a.m., Mountain Community Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 105,
Palmer Lake. A variety of art programs are offered after the social gathering and business meeting. Guests
welcome. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: 487-1329,
www.palmerlakeartgroup.com.
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group, Sat., Aug.
10, 9:45-11:30 a.m., The First National Bank of Monument, 581 Hwy 105. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info:
Gail, 481-3711.
Palmer Divide Photographers Group, Mon., Aug. 12,
7 p.m., Mountain Community Mennonite Church,
643 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Project Photography with
Peter Kowalchuk. All are welcome. Meets 2nd Mon.
each month. Info: 649-4241, www.pdphotographers.
com.
Chess Nuts, Tue., Aug. 13, 5-9 p.m., Silver Alliance
Senior Center. Any age, any skill. Learners welcome.
Drop in and leave when you want. Bring your own
board and pieces if you have them. Meets 2nd & 4th
Tue. each month. Info: www.TriLakesSeniors.org/
chess.
Friends of Monument Preserve (FOMP) Trail Work
Night, Tue., Aug. 13, 6-9 p.m. Help maintain our area
trails. Bring leather gloves, water, and bug repellent. Park at the main parking lot at the trailhead at
the corner of Mt. Herman and Nursery Roads. Meets
2nd Tue., Apr.-Oct. Info: Bill Normile, 303-619-2156,
info@fomp.org, www.fomp.org.
Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI)
Speakers’ Bureau: “Pikes Peak or Bust: Colorado’s
Women ‘59ers”, Tue., Aug. 13, 6:30-8 p.m., 225 North
Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A). Julie v. L. Bell, presenter.
Cost: $5. RSVP & Info: 488-0880, RSVP@wmmi.org,
www.wmmi.org.
Black Forest AARP Meeting, CANCELED. No chapter meeting in Aug., Normally meets 2nd Wed. each
month, 11:30 a.m.,Black Forest Regional Park, Pavilion 1, Shoup & Milam. Bingo, potted plant exchange.
All ages welcome. RSVP & Info: Stan, 596-6787, www.
aarpchapter1100blackforest.weebly.com.
Foot Care Clinic, Wed., Aug. 14, Silver Alliance Senior Center located across the street from the TriLakes YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High School
campus. A registered nurse examines your feet and
provides foot care advice, toenail trimming. Cost: $30
for a 30-min. visit. Meets 2nd Wed. and last Fri. each
month, by appointment only. Info & appointments:
call the Visiting Nurse Association, 577-4448.
Senior Tea, Thu., Aug. 15, 12-1:30 p.m., Silver Alliance
Senior Center at Lewis-Palmer High School (across
from the YMCA). Come early to socialize. Volunteers
needed. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Reservations required: contact Sue, 464-6873, sue@monumentalfitness.com.
Art Hop, Thu., Aug. 15, 5-8 p.m., Downtown Monument west of I-25.The 3rd Thu. each month, MaySept., the galleries, restaurants, and boutiques of
historic downtown Monument stay open until 8 p.m.
for a celebration featuring art openings, book signings, great food, live music, and more. Info: 481-3282,
www.monumentarthop.org. See ad on page 9.
Art Hop at Covered Treasures Bookstore, Thu., Aug.
15, 5-8 p.m., 105 Second St., Monument. Stephanie Barron will sign her historical fiction title, “That
Churchill Woman,” and Barbara Nickless will sign
her Sydney Rose Parnell mystery series. Refreshments. Free, open to all. Info: 481-2665, www.coveredtreasures.com.
Palmer Lake Historical Society: No meeting in August, Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. All
are welcome. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 5590837, www.palmerdividehistory.org.
The Breakfast Club, Sat., Aug. 17, 8:30 a.m., The Ridge
at Castle Pines North (Ridge Grill and Bar), 1414 Castle Pines Pkwy. Single people 50+ meet new friends
and have fun. Meets 3rd Sat. each month. Info: 303815-8428, www.TBC50plus.org.
SOLO Senior Travel Club, Sat., Aug. 17, 9:30-11 a.m.,
Serrano’s, 625 Highway 105, Monument. All individuals who want to travel but don’t have a travel partner
are welcome. Meets 1st and 3rd Sat. each month. Info:
Kit, 630-618-9400.
Tri-Lakes Parkinson’s Disease Support Group, Sat.,
Aug. 17, 10 a.m.-noon, Monument Community Presbyterian Church, 238 Third St, Monument. Come
for socializing, discussions on Parkinson’s-related
issues including available support, and occasional
speakers. Meets 3rd Sat. each month. Info: John
Farley, 481-2364, robun2good@gmail.com; or Syble
Krafft, 488-2669.
Amateur Radio WØTLM (Tri-Lakes Monument Radio Association), Mon., Aug. 19, 6 p.m. social time, 7
p.m. meeting. All amateur radio operators or those
interested in becoming amateur radio operators are
welcome. Meets 3rd Mon. Info: Joyce Witte, 661-9824,
Joycewitte@gmail.com; www.W0TLM.com.
Drummers! Mon., Aug. 19, 6:30-8 p.m., Limbach
Park, 151 Front St., Monument, near the band shell.
Free and open to all ages. Bring any kind of drum or
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other hand percussion instrument. Beginners welcome! Meets 1st & 3rd Mon. during the summer. Info:
Nan, 466-1257, nananddon@hotmail.com.
Outpouring: TLUMC Supporting our Community,
Tue., Aug. 20, 7 p.m., Pikes Peak Brewing Company,
1756 Lake Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Everyone is
welcome. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: LWeber1971@aol.com; for current speaker info go to
http://tlumc.org/outreach/outpouring.
Gleneagle Sertoma Luncheon Meeting, Wed., Aug.
21, 11:30 a.m., La Baguette French Bakery, 2417 Colorado Ave., Colo. Springs. Interesting speakers and
programs; all are welcome. Meets 1st & 3rd Wed. each
month, location varies. Info: Garrett Barton, 4335396; Duane Gritzmaker, 481-2424; www.gleneaglesertoma.org.
Senior Bingo, Wed., Aug. 21, 1-2 p.m., Silver Alliance
Senior Center, Lewis-Palmer High School campus.
Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: Sue Walker, 4646873.
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Wed., Aug. 21,
7 p.m., The Country Club at Woodmoor, 18945 Pebble Beach Way, Monument. New members welcome.
Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: Post Commander
Joe Carlson, 405-326-2588, jcarlson@vfw7829.org,
www.vfw7829.org.
VFW Auxiliary to Post 7829, Wed., Aug. 21, 7 p.m.,
The Country Club at Woodmoor, 18945 Pebble Beach
Way, Monument. New members welcome. If you are
a male or female relative of a veteran who served on
foreign soil during war or other military action, you
may be eligible. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info:
Kathy Carlson, 488-1902, carlsonmkc@aol.com.
Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Aug. 21, Silver Alliance Senior
Center located across the street from the Tri-Lakes
YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High School campus.
A registered nurse examines feet and provides foot
care advice, toenail trimming. Cost: $35 for a 30-min.
visit. Meets 2nd Wed., 3rd and last Fri. each month,
by appointment only. Info & appointments: call the
Visiting Nurse Association, 577-4448.
Fox Run Park Volunteers, Thu., Aug. 22, 5-6 p.m.,
Southwinds Fine Art Gallery upstairs, 16575 Rollercoaster Rd. (corner of Baptist and Rollercoaster
Roads). Join the growing group to learn about volunteering and supporting the park for safety, trails,
trees, education, more. Guest speaker each week.
Meets 4th Thu. Info: 357-7454, janetsellers10@gmail.
com.
Chess Nuts, Tue., Aug. 27, 5-9 p.m., Silver Alliance
Senior Center, across the street from the YMCA. Any
age, any skill. Learners welcome. Drop in and leave
when you want. Bring your own board and pieces if
you have them. Meets 2nd & 4th Tue. each month.
Info: www.TriLakesSeniors.org/chess.
Senior Social, Wed., Aug. 28, 1-4 p.m., 12455 Black
Forest Rd. Meets 4th Wed. each month except Nov. &
Dec. Info: aarpchapter1100blackforest.weebly.com.
Tri-Lakes Chamber Monthly Education Series: HR
as a Strategic Advantage, Thu., Aug. 29, 9-11 a.m..,
166 Second St., Monument. Highlights how human
capital management can have a positive impact on
the bottom line of a small to mid-sized company.
Free. Register online, www.trilakeschamber.com/
events-calendar.htm. Info: 481-3282.
Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Aug. 30, Silver Alliance Senior
Center located across the street from the Tri-Lakes
YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High School campus.
A registered nurse examines feet and provides foot
care advice, toenail trimming. Cost: $35 for a 30-min.
visit. Meets 2nd Wed., 3rd and last Fri. each month,
by appointment only. Info & appointments: call the
Visiting Nurse Association, 577-4448.
Tri-Lakes Lions Club Meeting, Thu., Sep. 5, 6:30-8
p.m., Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce, 166 2nd St.,
Monument. Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: 303883-8329, jim1947n@comcast.net, www.trilakeslionsclub.org.
Palmer Divide Quiltmakers, Thu., Sep. 5, 6:45 p.m.,
Monument Hill Church, 18725 Monument Hill Rd.,
Unit 18, Monument. Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info:
PDQ504@gmail.com.
Faithful Friends, Thu., Sep. 5, 7 p.m., The Country
Club at Woodmoor, 18945 Pebble Beach Way, Monument. A Ladies’ Dessert with an inspirational speaker each month. Meets 1st Thu. each month. Cost: $7.
RSVP & Info: Sandi King, 719-237-3359.
SOLO Senior Travel Club, Sat., Sep. 7, 9:30-11 a.m.,
Serrano’s, 625 Highway 105, Monument. All individuals who want to travel but don’t have a travel partner
are welcome. Meets 1st and 3rd Sat. each month. Info:
Kit 630-618-9400.
Group of Artists (GOA) Meetings at Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA), Sat., Sep. 7, 10 a.m.-noon, 304
Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Lively discussions about art
topics, general studies on creativity. Meets 1st Sat.
each month. Info: 481-0475, info@trilakesarts.org,
www.trilakesarts.org.
Lupus Support Group. If you suffer with an autoimmune disease and want to connect with others, you
are welcome to join this group. Info: dmbandle@hotmail.com.
Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado Support Group. Location varies. Info: Carolyn, 488-3620,
www.4-mga.org, 303-360-7080, 4mga@4-mga.org.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

Vol. 19 No. 8
SPECIAL EVENTS

Concerts in the Park, every Wed., through Aug. 21,
7-9 p.m., Limbach Park, 151 Front St., Monument.
Music, food trucks, and fun for the family. Bring
chairs, blankets. Info: www.trilakeschamber.com
and click on ‘Events.’
Chautauqua Celebrates Railroad Days in Palmer
Lake, Sat., Aug. 3, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Palmer Lake Town
Hall, 42 Valley Crescent St. Model railroad layouts,
historical presentations, railroad equipment, barbershop quartet, pioneer crafts, gold panning, walking
tours, and an ice cream social by Tri-Lakes Friends of
the Library at 1 pm. Info: 719-339-2794, www.palmerdividehistory.org.
Palmer Lake Try-athlon, Sat., Aug. 3, 10:30 a.m., 104
Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. This fun fundraiser for Palmer
Lake improvements features an easy, overly-assisted
50-meter swim, a 250-meter anything-with-wheels
ride, and a 250-meter run/walk/hobble! Individual
competitors or 3-person teams welcome. Info: www.
awakepalmerlake.org.
Tri-Lakes Cruisers 17th Annual Benefit Car Show,
Sun., Aug. 4, 7 a.m.-3 p.m., Historic Downtown Monument, 2nd and Front Streets. Public invited free of
charge to look around. Food vendors, door prizes,
music, and much more. Proceeds benefit Tri-Lakes
Cares. Info: TL-Cruisers@Mail.com; www.tl-cruisers.weebly.com.
Fuel Church “Church in the Park,” Sun., Aug. 4, 10
a.m., connection & fellowship 9:30 a.m., Dirty Woman Creek Park, 17575 Mitchell Ave., Monument. Info:
www.fuelchurch.org. See ad on page 11.
D-38 Home School Enrichment Academy Open
House, Tue., Aug. 6, 5-7 p.m., Grace Best Education
Center, 66 Jefferson St., Monument. Use east entrance
on Adams Street. Staff will be present to answer questions, tour. Repeats Aug. 15, 10 a.m.; Aug. 21 & 26, 6
p.m. Info: 640-6392, ctanner@lewispalmer.org,
www.lewispalmer.org/hsea.
35th Annual National Night Out, Tue., Aug. 6. Turn
on your porch light and go outside to join your neighbors to make a show of solidarity and strength. Plan
a block party, barbecue, neighborhood walk, or other
activity. Find tips at www.natw.org.
Bill Nance Memorial Blood Drive, Thu., Aug. 8,
1-5:30 p.m., Antelope Trails School, 13280 Jessie Dr.
Walk-ins welcome, driver’s license required. Hosted
by Gleneagle Sertoma Club. RSVP & Info:719-4889879.
Monument’s Free Movie Night: Surf’s Up, Fri., Aug.
9, 7 p.m. activities begin (demonstrations by U.S. Taekwondo Center and a bounce house), movie begins
at dark, Tri-Lakes YMCA, 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy,
Monument. Bring chairs & blankets, no pets please.
Info: 884-8013, www.TownofMonument.org.
Paradise Villas Community Garage Sale, Fri.-Sat.,
Aug. 9-10, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m., Struthers at Gleneagle
Drive. See ad on page 4.
King’s Deer Community Garage Sale, Fri.-Sun.,
Aug. 9-11, Highway 105 and Roller Coaster Road. For
details and map visit www.KingsDeer.org. See ad on
page 4.
Black Forest Festival, Sat., Aug. 10, 6:30 a.m-9 p.m.,
12530 Black Forest Rd. Pancake breakfast by R&R
Café 6:30-9:30 a.m., festival activities 8 a.m.–3 p.m.
include booths, farm-themed children’s activities/
games/crafts and demos, music, expanded food venues, and more. Parade at 10:30 a.m.; outhouse races
around 11:40 a.m. To volunteer, call 495-2718. Info:
www.bfcommunityclub.org.
Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI):
Antique Artisans & Machinery Faire, Sat.-Sun, Aug.
10-11, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit
156 A). Machinery exhibits and demos, popular vendors, kids’ barrel train ride. Cost: $7 ages 14+, $6 ages
4-13, free to children under 4. RSVP & Info: 488-0880,
info@wmmi.org, www.wmmi.org. See ad on page 5.
Lang 21st Community Pig Roast & Client Appreciation Event, Fri., Aug. 16, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 236 Washington St., Monument. Free, all ages are welcome for
fresh roast pig, sides, drinks, and a bounce house for
the kids. Info: 481-0887, www.langinvestmentservices.com. See ad on page 7.
Black Forest Fire and Rescue/AARP Blood Drive,
Sat., Aug. 17, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 11445 Teachout Rd. Info:
Patricia Dix, 419-5347.
Pickin’ on the Divide, Sat., Aug. 17, 11 a.m.-6:30 p.m.,
Limbach Park, 151 Front St., Monument. Colorado
bluegrass bands perform all day, rain or shine. Food
and vendors, too. Please, no smoking or pets except
service animals. Info: www.pickinonthedivide.com.
Community Volunteer Fair at Tri-Lakes Y, Thu.,
Aug. 22, 4-7 p.m., 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. Explore ways to get involved in our community. Info: 719-481-8728. See ad on page 6.
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Free
Adult Mental Health First Aid Training, Fri., Aug.
23, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Citizens Service Center, Third Floor
Nautilus Room, 1675 Garden of the Gods Rd., Colo.
Springs. Learn the signs and symptoms of mental
health challenges or crisis, what to do in an emergency, and where to turn for help. Class size is limited
and registration is required. Register online at www.
mhfaco.org/find-a-class. Info: 473-8477 or info@
namicos.org.
Classic Car Show & BBQ at Jackson Creek Senior

Saturday, August 8, 2019
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Living, Fri., Aug. 23, 4-6 p.m., 16601 Jackson Creek
Pkwy, Monument. Tri-Lakes Cruiser Car Club will
show off vintage rides. Enjoy barbeque favorites and
great music, too. RSVP & Info: 259-0448, www.JacksonCreekSeniorLiving.com.
Black Rose Acoustic Society: Anglum Mock &
Greene, Fri., Aug. 23, 7 p.m., doors open at 6:15. Black
Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at
Shoup Road. Cost: $10 general, $5 BRAS members, $5
non-member students with ID. Info: Joe Maio, 5286119, jrmtn@comcast.net, www.blackroseacoustic.
org.
Kayak Basic Skills Free Clinic, Sat., Aug. 24, 10 a.m.noon, Monument Lake. Bring your own boat, paddle,
and life jacket, and a dry change of clothes. Arrive
early to unload your equipment by 10 a.m. Info: Scott,
714-466-0850.
Taste of Palmer Lake, Sat., Aug. 24, 1-4 p.m. Sample
what Palmer Lake has to offer at this festive fundraiser for lakeside improvements. Twelve venues, fun all
over town. Presale tickets $25, $30 day of the event.
Tickets are limited and are on sale at Palmer Lake
restaurants or online at www.awakepalmerlake.org.
Pikes Peak Brewing Co. presents Summer Sundays,
Sun., Aug. 25, 6-9 p.m., 1756 Lake Woodmoor Dr.,
Monument. John Denver tribute by Cowboy Brad and
Tropic Cowboys, BF Chew Chew food truck. Bring
chairs, no pets please. Info: 208-4098, www.pikespeakbrewing.com.
Tom Rush Concert at Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts,
Tue., Aug. 27, 7 p.m., doors open 6 p.m., 304 Hwy 105,
Palmer Lake. Tickets & Info: 481-0475, www.trilakesarts.org.
Elephant Rock Open Space Hike, Fri., Aug. 30, 9 a.m.
Preview and open space area this is not yet open to
the public! This is an easy hike but be prepared to
walk through brush. Dress appropriately and bring
water. Free for Trails & Open Space Coalition and El
Paso County Parks Nature Center Members, $3 for
non-members. Pre-registration required: www.elpasoco.com/naturecenters.
Indie Fest at Western Museum of Mining & Industry
(WMMI), Sat.-Sun., Aug. 31-Sep. 1, 10 a.m.- 9:30 p.m.
Sat., noon-10 p.m. Sun.; 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25
Exit 156 A). See 18 of the best indie bands from across
the country. Live music, vendors, kids zone, and food
trucks. Rain or shine. Tickets & Info: www.wmmi.org.
Phil Keaggy Concert at Tri-Lakes Center for the
Arts, Fri., Sep. 6, 7 p.m., doors open 6 p.m., 304 Hwy
105, Palmer Lake. Tickets & Info: 481-0475, www.
trilakesarts.org.
Front Range Open Studios, Sat.-Sun., Sep. 7-8, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. See how fine art and craft are made, and
perhaps make some yourself, in a self-guided tour of
the working studios and workshops of 22 full-time
professional artists and craftsmen. Info & map of participating artists: 488-0629, www.frontrangeopenstudios.com. See ad on page 8.
Rocky Mountain Music Alliance (RMMA) Women
Composer Concert, Sat., Sep. 14, 7 p.m., The Church
at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd., Monument. RMMA
presents the first concert of the season featuring music of four female composers from the 19th through
the 21st centuries. Tickets & Info: www.rmmaconcerts.org.
Gleneagle Sertoma 18th Annual Patriot Golf Benefit, Mon., Sep. 16, 8:30 a.m. start, entry deadline Aug.
5. Flying Horse, 1880 Weiskopf Point. This tournament honors local patriots representing the military
and first responders. Proceeds go to El Paso County
Sheriff’s Office Foundation and other local charities.

Content

Articles in Our Community News focus on the deliberations of Tri-Lakes area governmental bodies
such as the Monument Board of Trustees, Palmer
Lake Town Council, and many of the local water,
sanitation, fire, and school district boards.
Unlike papers that try to figure out what the
“story” is and then get quotes on each side to presumably lead the reader to conclude what the
“truth” is, OCN’s role is to report in detail on public
meetings of local governmental entities. We report
what was talked about and what was decided. By
reading OCN, you can find out what you might have
learned if you had attended those public meetings.
In this context, “truth” is that the articles accurately
represent what transpired at the meetings.
The content of ads and inserts in OCN is solely the responsibility of the advertisers who place
those ads and inserts. The appearance of an ad or
insert in OCN does not imply endorsement of the
ad or insert’s content or purpose. While OCN does
not knowingly run false ads or inserts, we do not
research the accuracy of that content. Readers are
encouraged to do their own research prior to committing to use the products or services offered.
Readers with concerns about the content of an ad
or insert should take up those concerns with the
advertiser.
Contact Lisa Hatfield, Managing Editor, at editor@ocn.me or (719) 339-7831 with any questions.

OCN
Register at www.gleneaglepatriotgolf.com or use the
form attached to the ad. Info: John Coyle, 719-4944284; Joe Gray, 719-203-4526, www.gleneaglepatriotgolf.com.
•
Vin Festival, Sun., Sep. 16, noon-4 p.m., the Steakhouse at Flying Horse, 1880 Weiskopf Pt., Colo.
Springs. Fine wine & craft beers, food trucks, live
music, artists, and gourmet vendors. A portion of the
proceeds will support the Colorado Professional Fire
Fighter’s Foundation. Tickets & Info: www.eventbrite.com.
Our community calendar carries listings on a space-available basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by local
governmental entities and not-for-profit organizations. We
include events that are open to the general public and are
not religious or self-promotional in nature. If space is available, complimentary calendar listings are included, when
requested, for events advertised in the current issue. To have
your event listed at no charge in Our Community Calendar,
please call (719) 339-7831 or send the information to calendar@ocn.me or Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132.

Letters to Our Community

Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on topics of general interest to readers in the
Tri-Lakes area. We do not knowingly print letters
that are substantially the same as letters that have
been submitted to other publications. To ensure
that OCN contains a variety of viewpoints, each
letter writer is limited to a maximum of one (1) letter per issue and six (6) letters within a twelve (12)
month period. To submit a letter, please:
• Email your letter, preferably as an attached
Microsoft Word document, to editor@ocn.me
or mail a copy to Our Community News, P.O.
Box 1742, Monument, CO 80132-1742.
• Identify your submission as a letter to the editor and confirm that it has not been submitted
to any other publication.
• Include a suggested headline or title that summarizes the topic you are addressing.
• Limit letters to no more than 300 words.
• Include your full name, home address, phone
numbers, and email address, if you have one.
Only your name will be published.
• Send your letter at least 14 days before the
“first Saturday of the month” when the paper
is published. Later submissions may be deferred to our next monthly issue.
If you have not received an acknowledgement
two days after your email submission or one week
after you mailed your letter, please contact Lisa
Hatfield, Managing Editor, at (719) 339-7831 or editor@ocn.me. At OCN’s sole discretion, we may ask
you for clarification of your statements. Include
references, such as website links, in your letter for
any facts and figures you cite. OCN does not guarantee every letter will appear in print or on-line
and does not guarantee a publication date. Letters
containing personal attacks or endorsements for
or complaints about individually-named commercial products or services will not be published.

Look for our next issue

Saturday, September 7
Ad space reservations due: Fri., Aug. 16
Finished ad artwork due: Fri., Aug. 23
Letters to the editor due: Fri., Aug. 23
Calendar items due: Fri., Aug. 30
Visit our website to read, download, and
search all the back issues at
WWW.OCN.ME

OCN is published on the
first Saturday of each month by
Colorado Cooperative Association
Our Community News, Inc.
John Heiser, President
(719) 488-3455 (ofc & FAX)
Advertising: ads@ocn.me
Back issues: www.ocn.me
Editorial content: editor@ocn.me
Event information: calendar@ocn.me
© Copyright 2001-2019
Our Community News, Inc.
P.O. Box 1742
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742
All rights reserved.
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The Rabbi’s Corner

Our Life Experiences
and their Message
to Us—Part I

By Oswald Garagorry
Normally every month for several years I have
written these articles attempting to communicate
to you my dear readers some of my understanding
of the Bible. Yet today, I want to begin describing a
painful experience I had years ago; and I will tell
you what I learned going through it. During my first
two years in Bible College, I met a brother in the
Lord, and we became very good friends during my
time at the college. I changed colleges after two
years and I lost contact with him. About three years
later I was passing by the town where he lived; so I
stopped to see him. We had a very good conversation and he shared with me a goal he wanted to accomplish; which was to reach college kids with the
message of God’s love for them. He invited me to
be part of his plan and help him make it a reality.
The kids he wanted to reach were involved with
drugs and the hippy culture of those days.
I accepted his invitation and for three years, my
wife and I, after finishing our week’s work in the big
city of San Paulo, would take the bus and travel
through the night, arriving in his city in the morning. We arrived ready to spend the next two days
giving our full attention all day and sometimes
through the night to the kids that he was able to
gather for us to study the Bible together. Then late
Sunday night, we would catch the bus back home
arriving early Monday morning so we could be at
our jobs ready to work.
All the time and effort we spent was very demanding on us but we were very happy and encouraged with the results of seeing young people
turn their hearts to the Lord, giving their lives to
him, and wanting to know him more. They were
very eager to learn everything they could from the
Bible because it was all a new discovery for them.
Going to their town and teaching them the Bible
was my contribution. I had a Bible study going almost the entire time I was there. During the rest of
the week, my college friend spent his time with the
kids. With the passing of time our group grew and
became very noticed by the Christian community.
A great interest arose among the Christians,
(especially by the Pastors) to bring our kids to their
churches. They were hoping to get the kids in their
churches motivated and interested in the Bible the
way our kids were. They hoped their kids would
become witnesses’ for the Lord in their communities the same way our kids were eager to be witnesses in their town.
So I traveled to the three states located south of
San Paulo, which is where we live. I visited the pastors in those southern states and scheduled times
with them for us to bring our kids to their towns,
and conduct meetings for them in their churches
and in the town squares.
To be continued next month.
Shalom to you.

Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi
of Aliyah Congregation that
meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
at the Mountain Community
Mennonite Church,
643 Highway 105, Palmer Lake, CO 80133
www.aliyahcongregation.com ● (719) 330-2382
Visitors are welcome!

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN!

Our Community News (OCN), with a circulation
of over 21,000, is a unique all-volunteer monthly
newspaper mailed FREE to every resident
and business in the Tri-Lakes area. OCN is a
primary source for Tri-Lakes area news that
gives advertising preference to Tri-Lakes and
Black Forest businesses. OCN’s contract-free
low ad rates and monthly publication schedule
help stretch your ad budget while supporting
an important Tri-Lakes-focused effort to present
factual, comprehensive news to all Tri-Lakes area
residents and business owners.

For advertising information, contact
John Heiser, (719) 488-3455,
ads@ocn.me, or visit www.ocn.me.
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Support Our Community. Shop Tri-Lakes and Black Forest!
SKIN & LASER Medical Spa

Where Science meets Beauty
FREE NO OBLIGATION
CONSULTATION

Fast
One Hour
Dry Time

Pet Odor
& Stain
Removal
Experts

719-999-8878

68

$

CODE: OC0819

128

$

CODE: OC0819

Laser

Safe for
Children
& Pets







2 ROOM CARPET
CLEANING SPECIAL
Includes 2 Rooms

Rooms are 225sq feet or less.
No Hidden Fees. A $10 service charge will apply.
Expires: 08/31/19

WHOLE HOUSE CARPET
CLEANING SPECIAL
Includes 5 Rooms

Rooms are 225sq feet or less.
No Hidden Fees. A $10 service charge will apply.
Expires: 08/31/19

Monument Pies & Grinders
Pizza, Subs, Wings & More

MO

NUMENT

15910 Jackson Creek Prkwy #120
Monument 80132

RadioFrequency

(719) 481-8444
Y
R
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We also clean upholstry, tile, grout, and hardwood!

K

www.piesandgrinders.com

EST.2001

TA

Mon.-Sat. 11 am - 9 pm
Sun. 11 am - 8 pm

with any cleaning
over $160
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piesandgrinders@gmail.com
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(719) 272-4227
All Medical
Eye Issues
• Allergies

Cellulite
Reduction
Conturing
Skin
Tightening
Non-Surgical

Injections

HAAS VISION
C

Hair removal
Sun Spots
Spider Veins
Rosacia
Toe Fungus

Michael G. Haas,
M.D. Board-Certified
Ophthalmologist (center)
David Davis, M.D.,FACS (right)
and Timothy Reese, OD

• Cataract Specialist
• Diabetic Retinopathy
• Dry Eyes
• Glaucoma
• Infections
You won’t leave until all of your questions
have been answered!
6385 Corporate Drive, Suite 307, Colorado Springs, CO 80919

www.haasvisioncenter.com

As of January 1, Dr. Tony George fully assumed
the practice of Dr. Tom Hughes. We also recently
joined the Delta Dental PPO network.
Our mission is to practice minimally invasive
techniques using the highest quality materials
to insure healthy, esthetic teeth for the
life of our patients.
Call for a complimentary exam, professional
consultation, and x-rays for new patients.

Anthony George, DDS
Thomas E. Hughes, DDS

1880 Willow Park Way Suite 101, Monument
(719) 488-8880 • www.monumentdentalarts.com

Now Open!

50% OFF

2nd month on select units*

Climate-Controlled Units • Paved Boat & RV Storage
24-Hours Surveillance
We offer several storage options from interior climate-controlled units
to outdoor RV and boat storage. With more than 450 units and a
professional and knowledgeable staff, we can help you find the perfect
size for all your extra belongings. With our 24-hour surveillance and
personalized gate access codes, you can rest easy knowing your
valuables are safe and secure in our brand-new state of the art facility.







Botox for migraines
Botox Facial
Fillers
Scleratherapy
PRP for hair re-growth










Facials
Microderm
Dermapen
Anti-Aging, Hydrating
Acne
Electrolysis
Skin tag removal
Peels
PRP facial

Come see us at 13760 Struthers Road 80921 or visit
us on-line at www.gleneaglestorage.com to reserve
your unit or parking space today • (719) 203-1125

719-487-SKIN (7546)

* With coupon. Cannot be combined with other offers.

spamedicausa.com

550 Hwy 105, Suite 100
Monument, CO

