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Dlorn by Diieme
Interior Painting
No job too small. Over 30 years experience.

Decorbydm@aol.com or (719) 491-6852

High Flains \Wordsmith

e Pusiness and | echnical Writing

. 5tudent Writing Coaching
. Family 5tor3 Documentation
| isa Hatfield
HFWordsmiti'ﬂS} i @gmail.com ® 719-339-78%1
www.Hig;hFlainsWordsmitl-i.com

HNDCRAFTED

CONSTRUCTION INC.

Premier Custom Home Builder
Custom Homes  Garages & Barns
23 years experience in El Paso & Douglas Counties
Licensed & Insured
(719) 440-2873 or (719) 481-6170

handcraftedinc@aol.com www.handcraftedinc.com

719-650-8877
Adults Welcome

Beginner to Intermediate
25+ Years Experience

Susan Humphreys

Piano Teacher

Cyndee Henson
719-439-1493

Happg Tails

L
I'am currently Dog Walker &

nr?évi%iiéﬂtlgg Pet Sitting Service
_~ |Insured « Bonded « PSI Member
Ca[llurt]gvr: rtT?ybe 4 CPR Certified

waiing list.

It’'s a Pane
Window Cleaning

v Windows v Screens
v Tracks
Very Customizable
Free Estimates

Ryan Schutz (719) 337- 4225
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NOW REGISTERING
SPRING SPORTS

Indoor/Outdoor Soccer,
Flag Football, Volleyball

FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT ©
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Preschool — Grade 8
Grade 1 — Grade 8
Grade 1 — Grade 8
January 20 — March 10
Week of March 30

April 10 — May 16

Soccer Ages
Volleyball Ages
Flag Football Ages
Early Registration
Practices Begin
Season (6 games)

REgiStEI’ today at PpPymca.org
or stop by any YMCA of the Pikes Peak Region locations.

&,

Children’s Hospital Colorado

Financial assistance is available.
No contracts.

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, Jan. 22

Board of director positions open

By Jennifer Kaylor
Unforeseen circumstances prevented OCN from at-
tending or recording the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire
Protection District (TLMFPD) board meeting on Jan.
22. Director of Administration Jennifer Martin pro-
vided minutes of the meeting to OCN.

OCN deemed the district’s preparations for the
May 5 election of primary importance. Five directors’
terms end in 2020; four will be elected to serve three-
year terms and one will be elected to serve a two-
year term. Resolution 2020-01 established that votes
would be received via polling place and Fire Chief
Chris Truty would serve as the designated election of-
ficial (DEO). The polling location has yet to be deter-
mined. Individuals interested in serving on the TLM-

FPD Board of Directors may access tlmfire.org for a
Self-nomination and Acceptance Form. Nominees
must file the form with the DEO no later than Feb. 28.
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
skkeckkokkkdkk
Meetings are usually held the fourth Wednesday of
each month. The next meeting is scheduled for 6:30
p.m. Feb. 26, and the location of the meeting is sub-
ject to change due to construction at TLMFPD Fire
Station 1, 18650 Highway 105. For information, con-
tact Director of Administration Jennifer Martin at
719-484-9011. For upcoming agendas, see www.tlm-
fire.org/board.
Jennifer Kaylor can be reached at
Jjenniferkaylor.ocn.me

Monument Board of Trustees, Jan. 6

April trustee election set;
2019 expenses questioned

By Allison Robenstein

The Monument Board of Trustees (BOT) held a meet-
ing on Jan. 6 to authorize Town Clerk Laura Hogan
to appoint election judges for the April election and
discussed over-budget attorney fees from 2019. The
board also approved the annexation of Tri-Lakes
Monument Fire Protection District (TLMFPD) Station
1 into the town.

Mayor Pro Tem Kelly Elliott, and Trustees Greg
Coopman and Jim Romanello were noted absent by
Hogan.

April election
In June, the board directed Town Manager Mike Fore-
man to prepare an election question for the April
ballot regarding state Senate Bill 05-152, which was
passed in 2005 and declares local governments may
not provide subscribers cable television, telecom-
munications service, or advanced service, including
high-speed internet. Neither may local governments

Military and First
Responder incentives
offered!

Noel Martinez - Owner / Broker
Cell: (719)460-1538 Rebynoel@gmail.com
WWW . CASTLEREALESTATESERVICES.COM

Neeo Werning??
All types of welding and cutting/

fabrication. In shop or in the field.
25 Years Experience ° Insured

Www.sharpestcut.com
Sharpest Cut 719-491-4811

Tree Man

Tree Service & Wild Fire Prevention

Commercial - Residential
Year Round Service

“Because. .. when it comes to tres care, we care.”

WE SPECIALIZE IN ...
ALL Types of Tree Trimming & Tree Removal

« Thinning « Wild Fire Prevention + Dead and/or Hazardous Tree Removal
+ Pine & IPS Beetle Inspection & Removal . Scrub Oak Pruning & Removal
« Mistletoe Control & Removal
« Timber Management
« Chipping (Tree Branches - Brush)
Up to 18" Capacity
Think FIREWISE - Care For Your Trees
Call Us . .. Your Reliable Arborists Jon or Bill ‘;

« Residing in Area SAFETY IS #1

for over 30 Years

"y iaured ndudnese.  .AFFORDABLE-
- Licensed .”i ‘RELIABLE: ||

g % 488-1818
www.atreeman.com

Military or Senior Discounts « Payment Plans Available

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE

+ Stump Grinding + Storm Damage Clean Up
« Firewood Sales - FREE Chips
« Land & Lot Clearing

purchase, lease, construct, maintain, or operate a fa-
cility to provide these services either directly or indi-
rectly.

Three trustee positions will be up for the munici-
pal election. Tonight, Hogan asked for authorization
to appoint election judges. The law requires the BOT
to either appoint judges 15 days before the election or
grant the town clerk the authority to do so.

Trustee Laurie Clark asked if the judges would be
rotated from last year. Initially, Hogan said she would
prefer to get judges with past experience, but Trustee
Jeffrey Bornstein asked her to consider having new
judges trained by those with experience, saying this
would be an “opportunity for other residents to par-
ticipate.” The motion passed unanimously.

2019 attorney fees questioned—is the town

late on payments?
Clark asked for the Murray, Dahl, Beery and Renaud
invoices to be pulled from the consent agenda for dis-
cussion. She noted the attorney fees for 2019 were sig-
nificantly over budget.

The administration, including the board and
town management, spent a total of $88,616, from a
$40,000 budget. The 2A Water Fund budgeted $25,000
for the year but spent $48,59332.

“Would you care to explain why we are going so
many thousands of dollars above the budget for this?”
Clark asked.

Mayor Don Wilson asked why she was question-
ing the fees at this time, and Clark said she looks at the
end-of-the-year budget versus actual money spent
and becomes concerned by anything over a 10% to
20% difference. According to monthly board packets,
the administrative budget reached an overage of 41%
in August 2019.

Foreman explained there had been many law-
suits with regard to water, causing the 2A water fund
legal budget to exceed revenues. He said the lawsuits
were expected, but he didn’t realize the magnitude of
legal needs. He cautioned that Town Attorney Joseph
Rivera and the town’s water attorneys may need to
come in this year to assist with ongoing litigation and
would make the board aware of the needs in advance.
Foreman noted there were a lot of board and staff le-
gal questions in the beginning of Rivera’s tenure. He
said this is partly the reason the board agreed to go
back to a salaried employee rather than outside legal
services.

Clark said she was concerned about the process
of fixing any overspending before it gets too bad. She
asked if there is a process in place that would make
the board aware of the overage, to which Foreman
answered he had brought this to the attention of the
board several times via emails and presentations dur-
ing regular meetings.

Christina Cotton
HairStylist, Color Specialist

Call (408) 705-7446
Gift certificates available!

325 Second St Suite Y, Monument
(719) 488-8660

Christina Cotton




