
By Jennifer Kaylor
Triview Metropolitan District’s 
Manager Jim McGrady, Water Su-
perintendent Shawn Sexton, and 
Parks and Open Space Superinten-
dent Matt Rayno reported on their 
respective operational activities at 
the Sept. 16 board meeting. Sexton 
described a potential new process 
that the district plans to test to fur-
ther reduce radium from drinking 
water. 

Staff, board directors, water at-
torney Chris Cummins, and gener-
al counsel George Rowley attended 
the meeting either online or in per-
son. Director James Barnhart was 
excused. 

The September board meet-
ing packet, including the agen-

da, may be accessed via https://
triviewmetro.com/wp-content/
uploads/2021/09/Triview-Board-
Packet-for-9.16.2021.pdf. 

Triview is a Title 32 special dis-
trict in Monument that provides 
road, park, and open space mainte-
nance, as well as water, stormwater, 
and wastewater services to Jackson 
Creek, Promontory Pointe, Sanctu-
ary Pointe, and several commercial 
areas. 

Alternative radium removal 
system to be tested

During his update about August 
water activities, Sexton reported 
that the district would begin a hy-
drated manganese oxide (HMO) 
demonstration study in early Oc-

By Helen Walklett
At its Sept. 2 meeting, the El Paso 
County Planning Commission 
heard an application for a rezon-
ing request for a 20.88-acre portion 
of the proposed Red Rock Acres 
development southeast of Palmer 
Lake. The commissioners also rec-
ommended for approval a rezoning 
request for a property northwest of 
Monument Lake. 

Red Rock Acres rezone
The commissioners heard that the 
application by JZ’s Land Develop-
ment LLC to rezone property along 
the east side of Red Rock Ranch 
Drive, immediately south of its in-
tersection with Highway 105, had 
raised numerous neighbors’ objec-
tions. John Green, planner II, Plan-
ning and Community Develop-
ment Department, said the county 
had received around 110 letters of 
opposition. 

The land is currently zoned 
RR-5 (residential rural), and the 
applicant’s request is to rezone 
5.37 acres on the northern part of 
the property to RR-0.5 and the re-
maining 15.51 acres to RR-2.5, with 
Monument Creek serving as a buf-
fer between the two zones. As stat-
ed in the applicant’s letter of intent, 

Readers should assume that event in-
formation published in this issue is 
subject to change and information 
should be confirmed a day or two be-
fore the event by calling the informa-
tion number or checking the organiza-
tion’s website. 
See pages 28-31 for event locations 
and other details of these and many 

other local events.
• WMMI Miners’ Pumpkin Patch, 

Sat., Oct. 9 , 16, 23, 30, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

• Arts Month: Monument Lake Mu-
ral Project Every Sat. starting Oct. 9

• Palmer Lake Community Chip/
Mulch days, Sat., Oct. 9, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m.

• Awake the Lake .5K, Sun., Oct. 10, 9 
a.m. to noon

• Annual Pumpkin Giveaway, Sat., 
Oct. 16, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

• 100+ Women Who Care Bi-Annual 
Meeting. Wed., Oct. 20, 5:30 p.m.

• Community Business Expo & Job 
Fair, Thu., Oct. 21, 4-7 p.m.

• Palmer Lake Historical Society, 
Thu., Oct. 21, 7 p.m., The Long Expe-
dition by John Stansfield

• Front Range Maker’s Market, Sat., 
Oct. 23, 9 -4p.m. & Sun., Oct. 24, 10 - 
3 p.m.

• Friends of Fox Run Park, Thu., Oct. 
28, Zoom meeting, 6-7 p.m

• Trunk or Treat at St. Peter, Fri., 
Oct. 29, 5-7 p.m.

• Tri-Lakes YMCA 1st race in the se-
ries, Sat., Oct. 30 Creepy Crawl

https://covid19.colorado.gov/ 
WHERE TO FIND OFFICIAL COVID INFORMATION 
https://covid19.colorado.gov/ 

WHERE TO FIND OFFICIAL COVID INFORMATION 

By Natalie Barszcz
At the Black Forest Fire/Rescue 
Protection District (BFFRPD) meet-
ing on Sept. 15, the board approved 
a resolution for a joint exclusion 
plan, received a “clean opinion” 
for the 2020 audit, and approved 
a policy to adopt a wage and leave 
accrual schedule for future budget 
years. The meeting was preceded by 
a volunteer pension board meeting.

Director James Abendschan 
was excused.

Resolution 2021-06—
Joint Exclusion Plan

Fire Chief PJ Langmaid said the fol-
lowing:

• The district received Resolu-
tion 2021-06—Joint Exclusion 
Plan from the City of Colorado 
Springs on Sept. 10, with the 
correct list of 660 properties to 
be excluded from BFFRPD.

• The new list falls in line with 
previous discussions, but there 
are some small pockets of 
properties that the district will 
still respond to.

• Entire streets were missing 
from the list received in August, 
but he had not checked every 
address against the county as-
sessor’s website since receiving 
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Above: Volunteers with the Friends of Fox Run Park worked hard in September to repair trails at the regional park. Despite 
equipment failures and shortages of materials including road base gravel, the volunteers used wheelbarrows and shovels 
to distribute 15 tons of road base to repair the steep trails. The group welcomes more volunteers and helpers to keep the 
trails safe and in good shape for the thousands of visitors that come each month. Details on how to help the Friends of Fox 
Run Park’s upcoming projects are available by contacting FriendsofFoxRunPark@gmail.com. The Friends of Fox Run Park 
is a 501C3 non-profit organization created to benefit the park and its visitors. Your tax-deductible donation at https://gofund.
me/63b741dc would be very much appreciated. Photo by Janet Sellers.
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the proposed rezoning is intended 
to facilitate future single-family 

residential development on the 
subject property and the 33.69-acre 

property, also owned by the appli-
cant, that is zoned RR-0.5 and is lo-
cated directly east. About 37 homes 
would be built in total. 

The land proposed for rezon-
ing is bordered by residential par-
cels on all sides, not all of which are 
developed. The parcels to the east, 
west and south are zoned RR-0.5 
although lots on the Cloven Hoof 

Estates subdivision to the south 
exceed the minimum and range 
in size from just under 0.7 acres to 
2 acres. Properties to the north are 
zoned RA (residential agricultural) 
which requires a minimum lot size 
of 5 acres. 

Issues raised in written objec-
tions, at a virtual neighborhood 
meeting held in March and by the 16 
neighbors who spoke in opposition 
at the hearing, covered traffic and 
congestion, wildfire risk, wildlife 
habitat impact, water concerns, the 
impact on the school district, and 
overall density compatibility with 
the surrounding neighborhood. 
Green told the commissioners that 
while all were very important is-
sues, most were not relevant to 
the criteria that were used when 
considering a rezoning application 
but rather would be addressed at 
the preliminary plan and final plat 
stages if the rezone were granted. 
Lori Seago, senior assistant county 
attorney, and some commissioners 
reiterated this guidance during the 
hearing. No one spoke in favor of 
the proposed rezoning. 

In rebuttal, Ingrid Richter of Ol-

A gift of health from 

1840 Woodmoor Drive, Suite 100-9, Monument CO 80132

Complementary First Visit
This voucher is redeemable at Noel Relief Centers for a complete 

first visit. This includes consultation, orthepedic and neurological 
exams, and relief treatment, which is a $148 value. Good thru 10/31/21.

1752 Lake Woodmoor Drive Monument, Colorado 80132

Carpet•Wood•Tile•Vinyl
Sales and Installation

www.affordableflooringconnection.com

Next to Pikes Peak Brewing

’

Halloween 

Specials!

Website: tlumc.org

IN-PERSON AVAILABLE!
NO REGISTRATION NECESSARY

ALSO
LIVESTREAMED @ TLUMC.ORG/LIVE

TRADITIONAL @ 8 & 11 AM

CONTEMPORARY @ 9:30 AM

20256 Hunting Downs Way
Monument, CO - 719.488.1365
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RTRI-LAKES
United Methodist Church

The Tri-Lakes' preferred local source for custom and semi-custom 
kitchen and bath cabinet design, build, and install since 2004.

Call to book an appointment at our showroom at 
530 E. 8th Street, Monument  80132

(719) 481-8222  www.brooksbrotherscabinetry.com

Above: Best Kitchen 2019 Parade of Homes

BROOKS BROTHERS CABINETRY

Thank you for your support throughout the pandemic. 
Here’s to us all thriving back together!
—Darin & Bryan Brooks

St. Peter Catholic School invites you to 

Trunk Treat 
Friday, October 29 

5-7pm food trucks 
6-7pm trunk or treating 

FREE 

or 

Cathol ic  Classical  Educat ion 
Forming the  whole  child  with  t ruth  and vir tue .  

124 First Street in Monument 
719-481-1855 

petertherockschool.org 

St. Peter Catholic School invites you to 

Trunk Treat 
Friday, October 29 

5-7pm food trucks 
6-7pm trunk or treating 

FREE 

or 

Cathol ic  Classical  Educat ion 
Forming the  whole  child  with  t ruth  and vir tue .  

124 First Street in Monument 
719-481-1855 

petertherockschool.org 

124 First Street in Monument  
719-481-1855 • petertherockschool.org

Catholic Classical Education  
Forming the whole child with truth and virtue.
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ive Real Estate Group Inc., 
representing the applicant, 
said, “What I continue to 
hear from the neighbors is 

fear, right, it’s fear of pre-
serving this way of life that 
they’ve had the benefit of 
having for decades and we 

understand that. A lot of 
what you heard today will 
be addressed in prelimi-
nary plan and our goal is 
to work with these neigh-
borhood associations to 
make sure that this is done 

right, that this is responsi-
ble growth, that we’re doing 
this the right way, and that 

it will comply with all of 
the requirements from the 
county and in a way that the 

Complete service 
comes to you! 

 

(719) 487-9119 
service@turbosrv.com 

 

Awnings, Appliances,  
Electrical, Solar, LP, Plumbing, 
Satellites, AV, Hydronic, Parts 
& Accessories, Trailer Brakes 

& Lighting, and more… 
Celebrating 20 years  

of service! 

• Back to School - Student Kiwanis Leadership Clubs  
• All D38 Elementary, Middle, and High Schools 
• Student-Led Clubs Apply Leadership & Service Skills 

• Coming Events 
• Harvest of Love - School Food Collections in October 
• Arts & Crafts Fair - 4 Dec 2021 @ Grace Best Ed Ctr 

• JOIN US!  Details at: MHKiwanis.org

Making a Difference for Youth and Our Community 

Saturday Meetings @ Big Red, 8:00-9:30am

Email: MonumentHillKiwanis@gmail.com

www.k2kritte
rsolutions

.com

www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Brad A Lundberg, CFP®,
AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

16055 Old Forest Pt Suite 100
Monument, CO 80132
719-481-0043
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Leaving Your Employer? 
Understand Your 401(k) Options.
At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 401(k), 
including leaving the money in your former employer’s 
plan, moving it to your new employer’s plan, rolling it 
over to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) or  
cashing out the account subject to tax consequences.

To learn more, call or visit your financial advisor today.

www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Brad A Lundberg, CFP®,
AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

16055 Old Forest Pt Suite 100
Monument, CO 80132
719-481-0043
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Leaving Your Employer? 
Understand Your 401(k) Options.
At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 401(k), 
including leaving the money in your former employer’s 
plan, moving it to your new employer’s plan, rolling it 
over to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) or  
cashing out the account subject to tax consequences.

To learn more, call or visit your financial advisor today.
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Brad A Lundberg, CFP®, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

16055 Old Forest Pt Suite 100 
Monument, CO 80132-8670 
719-481-0043
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Feeling like you paid too 
much in taxes this year?

Contact your financial advisor 
today to learn about investing 
strategies that could benefit you.

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Brad A Lundberg, CFP®, 
AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

16055 Old Forest Pt Suite 
100 
Monument, CO 80132-
8670 
719-481-0043

EAGLE WINE & SPIRITS

• Over 1,100 Varieties of Imported and Domestic Wines
• 500 Varieties and Sizes of Micro, Import, and Domestic Beers
• Fine Cigars • Wide Variety of Spirits • Walk-In Wine Cooler

I-25 & Baptist Road—Adjacent to King Soopers
Open 9 am to 10 pm Monday-Saturday

10 am to 7 pm Sunday

719-481-0708

Lee Spirits has Re-Opened!
with great cocktails and fun activities 

including live music and more
at our tasting room:

303 West Highway 105
(corner of 3rd Street and 105)

Our new hours are 
Wed. - Sat., 3 pm - 10 pm

Visit us at leespirits.com

(719) 339-4219 
Full Interior Design  
Blinds and Custom Draperies  

Designer Fabric Selections 
Professional Paint Consults Mary Sue Hafey 

Interior Designer 
licensed/insured 
Monument, CO 

msuehafey@gmail.com 
fringebenefitscustominteriors.houzz.com 

Fringe Benefits  Custom  Interiors,  LLC 

Red Rock Acres
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homeowners’ associations and the surrounding 
neighbors can live with.” 

Ahead of the vote, the commissioners urged 
those with objections to raise their concerns at 
the preliminary plan stage, should the rezoning 
be approved. Commissioner Becky Fuller said, “I 
think the people against it, your shot is really at 
the preliminary plan and, you know, the water is 

going to be a big deal, wastewater will be a big 
deal, and they’ll have to meet all the criteria. Ob-
viously, they feel like they can, or they wouldn’t 
bother through the time and expense of coming 
to this meeting.” 

Commissioner Tim Trowbridge comment-
ed, “Unfortunately a lot of your concerns aren’t 
really something we can address today. They’re 
really more appropriate for the next step, which 
is the preliminary plan, and that’s when all of 
those questions have to be answered.” 

Commissioner Jay Carlson said, “A couple of 
the criteria I don’t think we meet. The first one, I 
don’t think there’s been a substantial change in 
the character of the neighborhood at all recent-
ly. And then, I believe it’s the third one, it says it 
has to be compatible to the zoning in all areas, 

Black For ste
Piano

Piano�Tuning�&�Repair
Truste

d

Visit�my�website�site�and�you�can:

• Read�actual�customer�reviews

• Book�On-Line
• Learn�more�about Jim

www.BlackForestPiano.com

(719)�425-8845

ALTERATIONS SPECIALIST 
On-Site Tailoring 

 

10% OFF  
ALTERATIONS 

Must present coupon at time of 
drop-off. Prepayment required. 
Cannot be combined with other 

offers. Expires 10/31/21. 

487-0268 
1030 W. Baptist Road 

By King Soopers 
M-F 7:30 am - 7 pm 

Sat. 8 am - 4 pm 

Complete Bookkeeping 
& Payroll Services

(719) 488-2308

www.bobbid.com

Quick 
Books 

Training 
and Setup

IRS Clean-Up

 

With over 20 years of experience here in 
Colorful Colorado, I would love to help you with 
all of your insurance needs for Auto, Home, 
Umbrella, Life, RVs, Motorcycles, and more. 

KAREN BUTCHER 
Independent Insurance Agent 

(719) 221-1339     Karen@wiasg.com 

16055 Old Forest Point #203, Monument 80132 

Pure Romance  
By Amy Yocom-Vos 

 

719-728-8831 
www.pureromance.com/ 

amyyocom-vos 

Call or text 
your order 

and save 35% 
during Oct!  
Or shop my 
website and 

save 10% with 
code shop10! 

Halloween Sale! 

15 SPECTRUM LOOP, SUITE 115, COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80921

Call Kerri, Owen, and Team at

719.822.1444 

Each RE/MAX Brokerage Business is Independently Owned & Operated 

MLS # 7833274 

www.TheWheatonTeam.comÊ

MLS# 6675724 

TheWheatonTeam.SmartHomePrice.comÊ

Exquisite ranch style home in the area of Greenland Preserve in Mon-
ument on a beautifully landscaped private 0.52 acre lot in a quiet 

setting. 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 3,385 sq ft, an incredible home theater 
that includes a custom commercial film screen, professional grade 
video audio equipment, chef’s kitchen w/ custom Alder cabinets. 

Jean & John Wheaton, Darrell Wass,             
Cassidy Jones, Kristin Dionne, Kaitlin Sears, 

Frances Sikich, Kelly Gehrmann 

Incredible rustic designed masterpiece features luxurious custom 
finishes & unobstructed Pikes Peak views on almost 3 acres. Stacked 
stone accent walls, beamed ceilings, hardwood floors, custom built-ins 
& multiple outdoor living spaces. 2012 Parade of Homes winner of 7 

awards. 6 bedrooms, 6 baths, 5,476 sq ft, master w/ crow’s nest.  

36”

72”

AUDI    BMW    MERCEDES    MINI    PORSCHE    VW

tampered posts into dirt

4x4 & 2x4 wood frame dado’d & painted black
MDO face sign with vinyl graphics:

579 County Line Rd., Palmer Lake, CO 80133

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE  
AT THE BARN AT WOODMOOR 

 

• Office 8: 188 sq ft 17’x11’  
 

• Office 7: 172 sq ft 15.5’x11’  
with exterior entrance/exit. 
 

• Office 10: Approx. 400 sq ft 30’x15’ 
with a separate interior and rear building entrance/exit. 

 

Quiet professional spaces, perfect locale with tenant/customer 
parking. Ideal for telework, flexible workspace or small business. 
Minimum one year lease or at the option of lessor. Tenant public 
liability insurance coverage required for lease term. Gas, water, 
and electric included in lease price. Access to restroom and 
kitchenette available. Please contact WIA at 719-488-2693, 
Amber at ext 6 or Denise ext 5. 

 A novel 
about wildfires 

and family 
disasters. 

Coming Oct. 2021 
Pre-order 

information at  
LisaHatfieldWriter.com 

www.daleraedesigns.shop 
 

Unique handmade 
Geek/Nerd  

Apparel, 
Accessories & Stuff 

 

Custom orders available upon request— 
see website for more information. 

 

Located in Monument—local pickup available 

Décor by Diane 

Interior Painting 
No job too small. Over 30 years experience. 
Decorbydm@aol.com  or  (719) 491-6852  
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all around the property.… I don’t go along with 
the idea that a rural road is a buffer so, on those 
two, I don’t feel the applicant met those two cri-
teria, so I won’t be voting in favor of this.” 

The commissioners voted 5-3 to recommend 
the rezoning for approval. Commissioners Carl-
son, Lucia-Treese, and Merriam were the no 
votes with concerns about compatibility with the 
surrounding area and density. 

The application was then heard at the El Paso 
Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) on 
Aug. 24. See BOCC article on page 6. 

Shiloh Pines
The commissioners unanimously recommend-
ed for approval an application by John Puskas to 
rezone 3.94 acres of a 74.46-acre property from 
RR-5 (rural residential) to RR-2.5 (rural residen-

tial) and the remaining acres from RR-5 to A-35 
(agricultural). The property is located at the 
southwest corner of the Monument Lake Road 
and Peak View Boulevard intersection, to the 
west of Highway 105. 

The 3.94-acre parcel has been purchased by 
neighbors Brian and Tibby Peterson and adjoins 
their existing property in the Shiloh Pines sub-
division, which is zoned RR-2.5. The remaining 
Puskas property is used for agricultural purpos-
es that are more in keeping with an agricultural 
zoning. Puskas is not proposing any changes to 
the existing uses at this time. The Petersons envi-
sion one day possibly building another house on 
the property they have acquired. 

The item was heard as a consent item, mean-
ing there was no discussion. The request was 
scheduled to be heard at the BOCC meeting on 
Sept. 14. 

Helen Walklett can be reached at 
helenwalklett@ocn.me.

2 Comforters  
Any Size...$60! 

Extra charges may apply for stain 
treatment or pet hair removal.  

 

or 10% OFF 
for new 

customers  
and active duty military. 

 
Present or mention coupon at time of drop off. Offers 

cannot be combined.  Good through 10/30/21. 

Monument Cleaners 
Your personal quality cleaner 

All cleaning, except leather, done on-site. 
15932 Jackson Creek Parkway 
In the Monument Marketplace 

(719) 481-4485 

The CDC and WHO have The CDC and WHO have 
declared that the dry declared that the dry 
cleaning process kills cleaning process kills   

most viruses!most viruses!  
——————— 

Environment-Friendly 
Draperies 

Wedding Gowns 
Same-Day Service 

Monument Cleaners Monument Cleaners 

We also do We also do 
alterations!alterations!  

From the Tri-Lakes area to Peyton!
Call Russ (719) 301-5996

www.tophathauling.com

- Serving -
•	Homeowners
•	Contractors

Smaller Trucks
1 to 5 Ton Loads

Top Hat Hauling
•Sand•Gravel•Soil•Mulch•

•Delivery• 

Cool	Hat

Monument Hill 
Farmer’s Market
Every Saturday 

8am-2pm 
D38 Lewis-Palmer Admin. Building Parking Lot, 
66 Jefferson St. in Downtown Monument. 

Palisade Peaches! Many new vendors! 
For more information, call 592-9420.

www.fb.com/monumenthillfarmersmarket 
Please wear your mask and 
observe social distancing.

We assist seniors throughout 
the moving process by 
managing all aspects of 
the move. Contact us for a 
FREE in-home consultation.

Alisa Stokes/ Mindy Popken
Call or text (719) 201-2858

www.sistersmovingseniors.com

12229 Voyager Pkwy, Suite 100 
Colorado Springs, CO 80921

(719) 203-6189 • www.thelivingroomplants.com

15% OFF! 
with this ad. Good through October 31, 2021.

the living room
bring life to your home

“The employees are so helpful and friendly and knowledgeable.” - Jill Y.
“Great selection of plants and pottery!” - Amy E.

BLACK FOREST CHEF 
 

Something Different for the Holidays 
 

Have Chef Sandy make a delicious 
Yule Log dessert  the whole family 

                          will enjoy!             
 

                 719-426-8475 

Adult/Senior Day Service 
Caregivers, find out 
how to make your 

life easier.  
Let us assist in the care  

of your loved one 
755 Highway 105, Suite C 

(719) 488-1415 
liftingspirits@qwestoffice.net 

www.liftingspiritscare.net Sonja Search, CNA 

MCCORD'S GARDEN CENTER 
2720 MCSHANE DRIVE  
MONUMENT, CO 80132 

(Corner of Hwy 105 & McShane Dr. ) 
THE GARDEN CENTER  

719719--375375--35733573  
www.mccordgardens.com 

MMCCCCORDORD’’SS L LANDSCAPINGANDSCAPING    
RRETAININGETAINING W WALLSALLS--PPATIOSATIOS--XXERISCAPINGERISCAPING--DDESIGNESIGN/B/BUILDUILD 

BBOOKOOK Y YOUROUR S SPRINGPRING L LANDSCAPINGANDSCAPING P PROJECTSROJECTS  

NNOWOW  ANDAND S SAVEAVE B BIGIG! ! 719719--640640--11341134  

Garden CenterGarden Center  
Tue.Tue.--Sat. 10Sat. 10--55  

Closed Sun. & Mon.Closed Sun. & Mon.  
Check our website and Check our website and 
Facebook page for the Facebook page for the 

latest updates!latest updates!  

Our Garden Center’s LAST DAY open for the 2021 Our Garden Center’s LAST DAY open for the 2021 
season is season is Sat. Oct. 9thSat. Oct. 9th. Shrubs. Shrubs——TreesTrees——MumsMums——

Perennials & Garden DécorPerennials & Garden Décor——ALL ON SALE!ALL ON SALE!  
Thank you for a great season! We will open again Mar. 2022Thank you for a great season! We will open again Mar. 2022  

Crossroads Literacy, LLC
&

New Hope Reading Center, LLC
Open House

1864 Woodmoor Dr.  Suite 216
Thursday, October 14th   6:30-8:30 PM

  Learn more about: 
● Characteristics of dyslexia
● Resources and remediation
● Dyslexia evaluations

Can’t make it in person?
Join us for a free webinar!

Tuesday, Oct. 26th @ 7:00 PM

OCTOBER IS DYSLEXIA 
AWARENESS MONTH!

sally@newhope 
readingcenter.com

info@crossroadsliteracy.com

Literacy Skills for Preschoolers
 Parents & Teachers: prepare emerging    
   readers by learning research-based  
               games and activities.  

 Wednesday, Nov. 10th - 6:30-8:30 PM
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By Helen Walklett
During September, the El Paso Board of County 
Commissioners (BOCC) approved a rezoning 
request for part of the proposed Red Rock Acres 
development off Highway 105 between Monu-
ment and Palmer Lake. 

Red Rock Acres rezoning
The Red Rock Acres rezoning application came 
to the Sept. 14 BOCC meeting with a recom-
mendation for approval from the Sept. 2 El Paso 
County Planning Commission meeting. See the 
Planning Commission article on page 1. 

The request by landowner JZ’s Land Devel-
opment LLC was to rezone a 20.88-acre property 
zoned RR-5 (rural residential) on the east side 
of Red Rock Ranch Drive, immediately south of 
its intersection with Highway 105. The applica-
tion was two-fold with a request to rezone the 
northern 5.37 acres to RR-0.5 and the remain-
ing southern 15.51 acres to RR-2.5. The applicant 
also owns property directly east, which is zoned 
RR-0.5. The intention would be to develop both 
properties as the Red Rock Acres subdivision 
with a total of around 37 single-family homes. 

John Green, planner II, Planning and Com-
munity Development Department, told the 
BOCC that there have been significant objec-
tions by neighbors to the rezoning, with over 
100 letters of opposition received ahead of the 
Planning Commission meeting. At that meet-
ing, commissioners heard concerns centered 
on density, traffic impacts, wildlife impacts, fire 
mitigation, and a wish to preserve the rural char-
acter of the neighborhood. No one spoke in favor 
at that meeting. 

Eleven members of the public spoke in sup-
port at the BOCC meeting, many stating that the 
development would provide much-needed af-
fordable housing in the area. 

A neighbor spoke specifically in support of 
the 0.5-acre rezone, stating, “I know there have 

been some concerns about bringing in small 
properties, half acre, but a half-acre property is 
hardly small compared to others in the Tri-Lakes 
area.” He continued, “I think this option is the 
best we can hope for, and I’d like to thank JZ’s 
Land Development because I know a different 
developer might be here in front of you today 
trying to get multi-family housing in there, apart-
ments.” 

Jason Sanders, a Palmer Lake resident, de-
scribed the rezoning as important because it 
would provide continuity with the bordering 
acres. He said, “there’s multiple eyesores com-
ing into Palmer Lake like commercial, bars, dog 
grooming, there’s trailer parks like we’ve had 
mentioned. When you come into the valley of 
Palmer Lake there is a sea of homes that are on 
the hillside, so adding these additional homes is 
not going to cause any ugliness or any downside 
to the road.” 

Eleven neighbors spoke in opposition, citing 
incompatibility with nearby developments and 
with the surrounding zoning. Martha Brodzick, a 
nearby resident, said, “I’m not against develop-
ment. I’m just wanting to have something that 
fits into an area of this part of El Paso County that 
is more rural like the rest of it.” 

Replying to the public comments, Jim Stillt-
ner of JZ’s Land Development said, “During the 
application process, my team has met El Paso 
County staff and I assure you that if I thought that 
this did not conform with the rules and guide-
lines, that staff right there would [have] told me 
and I would [have] made modifications to this. 
This plan does work, and it conforms, and it is re-
ally good for this area.” He continued, “Many of 
the residents brought up terrific points we know 
we need to address at the preliminary and final 
plat to include traffic, water, sewer, utilities, fire 
evacuation, and many other items. I understand 
this.” 

Ahead of the vote, Commissioner Stan 
VanderWerf commented, “This is one of the very 
difficult ones that we’ve had to go through. We’ve 
had an enormous amount of testimony both in 
favor and in opposition.” 

Commissioner Holly Williams said, “I know 
that traffic is a big concern, and I suspect that 
we will see some improvements there at the 
Red Rocks and Highway105 intersection. Accel-
eration, deceleration lanes as I know that that is 
typically what comes forward with these applica-

El Paso Board of County Commissioners, Sept. 7 and 14

Red Rock Acres rezoning approved 
despite opposition
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tions.” 

The vote to approve was unani-
mous. VanderWerf said, “Congratu-
lations to the applicant and we ask 
you to continue working with the 
neighbors going forward.” 

The applicant will now submit 
a request for approval of a prelimi-

nary plan and final plat to subdi-
vide the property into individual 
lots and rights-of-way. 

Monument Hill Business Park
At the Sept. 7 meeting, the commis-
sioners approved the preliminary 
release of a check for $30,996 fol-
lowing the completion of all subdi-

vision improvements at the Monu-
ment Hill Business Park located at 
the southeast corner of Deer Creek 
Road and Monument Hill Road. 

Helen Walklett can be reached at 
helenwalklett@ocn.me.

tober. He described the HMO 
process as combining potassium 
permanganate or sodium perman-
ganate with manganous sulfate in 
its groundwater before it is filtered 
and clarified. Any radium present 
in the water adheres, or adsorbs, to 
the HMO whereby it creates a sus-
pension and can be physically re-
moved from the water during filtra-
tion. The collected waste must then 
be transported to a disposal site 
that can accept radioactive materi-
als. McGrady added that the district 
would be working with a radioac-
tive waste management company 

called Rad Pros to develop a dis-
posal plan. 

The purpose of the demon-
stration study is to reduce radium 
in water to such an extremely low 
level that, when blended with other 
sources of water, there is no danger 
of being close to maximum con-
taminant level limits, continued 
McGrady. He described the HMO 
process as brilliant and relatively 
inexpensive since the equipment 
could be installed by district per-
sonnel. Anticipated as a 10-week 
study, district staff expects to have 
very successful outcomes and to 
continue the process until the dis-
trict can draw water primarily from 

its renewable, or surface, water re-
sources rather than groundwater. 

In response to a director’s ques-
tions, Sexton explained that the 
demonstration study would reveal 
the amount of waste generated 
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and thus provide accurate 
numbers for calculating the 
disposal costs. State regula-
tions stipulate that anyone 
handling technologically 
enhanced normally occur-
ring radioactive material 
(TENORM)—material con-
sidered to have an elevated 
level of radioactivity relative 
to soil—must be licensed. 
It is also likely that Triview 
will be required to have on-

site personnel trained to 
ensure radioactivity safety 
for all personnel. 

Sexton also assured di-
rectors that, because the 
HMO process is a physi-
cal removal of radium, the 
taste of the water would not 
be affected. McGrady con-
firmed that Rad Pros would 
be involved in Triview’s 
waste disposal training and 
licensing. 

Multiple projects 
move forward

Included among the dis-
trict manager’s many proj-
ect updates, McGrady 
discussed recent progress 
pertaining to the devel-
oping regional renewable 
water pipeline known as 
the Northern Delivery Sys-
tem (NDS). Because about 
10% of the pipeline will cut 
through Fox Run Park, Triv-
iew has been collaborating 
with El Paso County and 
has recently begun survey 
work in the park. 

In response to resi-
dents’ questions, McGrady 
proposed creating an in-
formation card with a quick 
response (QR) code that 
would direct people to the 
district’s website, which 
will address frequently 
asked questions. Triview 
also intends to host an open 
house that will include 
county personnel and ex-
plain the district’s water 
resources plan and route. 
A location and date had yet 
to be determined as of the 
board meeting. 

Director James Otis 
noted an additional benefit 

of the NDS is that it would 
supply the park with water 
for fire hydrants. McGrady 
added that the pipeline’s 
25- to 30-foot easements 
would naturally create fire 
buffers as added mitigation 
and, because the pipeline’s 
construction involves cre-
ating new trails, the county 
would gain new trails in 
the park that it would not 
otherwise have been finan-
cially able to accomplish. 
President Mark Melville 
stated that the NDS serves a 
regional role since it has the 
capacity and probability to 
provide water to other dis-
tricts in the area in addition 
to Triview.

Related to the Northern 
Delivery System, McGrady 
announced that Triview 
and Donala would part-
ner in a $200,000 Regional 
Aquifer Storage and Recov-
ery Project grant that they 
received from the Colorado 
Water and Conservation 
Board. The grant is con-
tingent on a 75% to 25% 
match; therefore, each dis-
trict must supply $25,000 
in additional funds. The 
project involves pumping 
renewable water out of stor-
age in locations such as the 
Pueblo Reservoir through 
the Southern Delivery Sys-
tem (SDS) and storing the 
water in the Arapahoe aqui-
fer, which Donala proved 
several years ago can be 
artificially recharged or re-
plenished. Not only does 
this technique provide an-
other manageable form of 
water storage, but the water 
in an aquifer does not evap-
orate, said McGrady. 

Another water project, 
the Pueblo Reservoir Excess 
Capacity Agreement, has 
entered the environmental 
assessment public com-
ment phase, which is a re-
quirement of the National 
Environmental Policy Act. 
The press release and the 
draft environmental as-
sessment can be accessed 
on Triview’s website under 

Water Updates or by ac-
cessing https://www.usbr.
gov/newsroom/#/news-
release/3972 and https://
www.usbr.gov/gp/ecao/
nepa/triview.html, respec-
tively. The Bureau of Recla-
mation requests that public 
comments be submitted by 
Oct. 4. Depending on com-
ments received, the con-
tract could be finalized in 
October, McGrady said.

Triview continued to 
move forward on trans-
forming its Stonewall 
Springs Reservoir Com-
plex. The next step was to 
construct an outlet pump 
at its south reservoir. Mc-
Grady characterized the 
approximated $836,314 
expense as realistic due to 
the pipeline footage neces-
sary, the pump itself which 
must travel vertically, the 
electrical complexity, and 
the gravity outlet works. 
The district must obtain a 
1041 permit from Pueblo 
County to weave together 
an agreement that allows 
Triview’s Stonewall Springs 
water rights to utilize Pueb-
lo County’s SDS. Weekly 
meetings between the two 
entities had been estab-
lished to help maintain the 
project’s momentum. 

McGrady briefly com-
mented on two additional 
projects. Due to the uncer-
tainty of development in 
the district’s territory west 
of I-25, pipe installation on 
what is called Segment D 
of the I-25 bore—a portion 
of the NDS—had ceased. 
Any pipe remaining from 
this part of the installation 
would be diverted to an-
other segment of the pipe-
line. McGrady also con-
firmed that attorneys were 
drafting an annexation 
agreement of Triview’s re-
newable water purchase of 
the Sailor Investments LLP 
and Quarter Circle 2 Ranch 
LLC properties near Buena 
Vista. See https://www.ocn.
me/v21n2.htm#tvmd. The 
draft was expected to be 

Above: Triview Metropolitan District’s Parks and Open Space 
crews completed median landscape enhancements along Leather 
Chaps Drive near its intersection with Baptist Road. Another 
landscape enhancement includes a retaining wall that is expected 
to be finished by the end of October. Photo courtesy of Triview’s 
Parks and Open Space Superintendent Matt Rayno. 
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By James Howald and 
Jackie Burhans

The Donala Water and 
Sanitation District (DWSD) 
board canceled its regular 
meeting and instead held a 
special meeting on Sept. 23 
to include a radium infor-
mational session to answer 
community concerns. The 
board also learned that it 
was awarded a grant to col-
laborate with Triview Met-
ropolitan District (Triview) 
on an Aquifer Storage and 
Recovery (ASR) pilot proj-
ect. 

Radium 
informational session

Board President Ed Houle 
noted that there were rep-
resentatives from the Colo-
rado Department of Public 
Health and Environment 
(CDPHE), and both LRE 
Water (LRE) and GMS con-
sulting firms available to 
answer questions and con-
cerns.

Houle said that board 
members live in the district 
with their families and are 
committed to delivering the 
best possible water and to 
transparency. District Man-
ager Jeff Hodge said the dis-

trict staff are water profes-
sionals who remove solids 
out of water, starting with 
bacteria and now including 
radionuclides. Hodge said 
that Office Manager Tanja 
Smith, Christina Hawker, 
and Victoria Clark-Powell 
have fielded 90% of custom-
er calls and concerns about 
radium. 

Hodge explained that 
the district is high on a 
mesa, and groundwater is 
harvested from solid rock 
1,000 to 1,500 feet deep in 
aquifers that are millions of 
years old. Wells introduce 
air into the aquifer, which 
speeds up the process of re-
leasing radionuclides. The 
district’s Holbein Plant re-
cently measured 6.7 picocu-
ries per liter (pCi/L), which 
exceeds the CDPHE maxi-
mum. Only the Holbein 
Plant exceeds the limit, and 
its water is primarily used 
in the summer for watering. 
The sampling was taken at 
the plant before it goes into 
the tank and is mixed and 
then sent out to customers. 
Samples were also taken re-
cently at the street outside 
of some homes; the results 

should be back by the week 
of Sept. 27 and will be post-
ed on the web. 

Hodge noted that the 
physical plant removes 
some solids using manga-
nese and that the staff is 
meeting with consultants to 
determine the blend of well 
water from both of its plants 
and the surface water it 
owns to make the best water 
for residents. DWSD owns 
water rights from a 700-acre 
ranch it purchased in Lead-
ville. Surface water comes 
from snow melt that con-
tains no radium. The water 
flows down to Pueblo and 
then is sent up to DWSD via 
the Southern Delivery Sys-
tem. The district pays Colo-

rado Springs Utilities (CSU) 
to treat, convey, and deliver 
the water it owns. 

Hodge said that, since 
DWSD has exceeded this 
rolling annual average, the 
state gives them five years 
to comply. The board takes 
this situation seriously and 
sent out letters that com-
mitted to a two-year time-
frame, he said. Although it 
does take time to address, 
he said the numbers are 
dropping, and hopefully the 
district will have the num-
bers below the limit much 
sooner. 

During the question-
and-answer portion, the 
following points were 
made:

• The skin does not ab-
sorb radium, so bath-

complete by September’s 
end. 

A-Yard building nears 
punch-list status

After discussing the newly 
installed landscape en-
hancements and a planned 
retaining wall at the junc-
ture of Leather Chaps Drive 
and Baptist Road, Rayno 
updated directors about the 
A-Yard building’s progress. 
Current activities were tap-
ing and mudding drywall 

and installing electrical 
fixtures with the anticipa-
tion that the building would 
have power by the end of 
September. Next steps in-
cluded adding plumbing 
fixtures and painting. 

A higher-than-expect-
ed asphalt cost precluded 
the district from paving 
the A-Yard parking lot in 
2021, stated McGrady, but 
recycled asphalt would be 
spread in parking areas 

until paving could be com-
pleted in 2022. He further 
explained the tremendous 
importance of the A-Yard 
building in providing a safe 
and warm place to repair 
equipment because “crews 
have been fixing trucks 
in the mud for years” and 
confirmed that the build-
ing is coming along nicely, 
with mainly “punch-list 
stuff that needs to be com-
pleted.” Expressing a desire 

to show the new building, 
McGrady anticipated that 
the November Board of Di-
rectors’ meeting would be 
conducted in the A-Yard 
building. 

**********
Triview board meetings are 
generally held on the third 
Thursday of the month at 
5:30 p.m. The next meet-
ing is scheduled for Oct. 
21. The district office is lo-
cated at 16055 Old Forest 

Point, Suite 302. Check the 
district’s website, https://
triviewmetro.com/, or call 
488-6868 for meeting up-
dates and to confirm if the 
meeting will be in person or 
online/teleconference. See 
also “Triview Metropolitan 
District” on Facebook or 
Twitter.com/@TriviewMet-
ro.

Jennifer Kaylor 
can be contacted at 

jenniferkaylor@ocn.me. 

Donala Water and Sanitation District, Sept. 23 

Special meeting to answer radium questions; 
grant for aquifer storage study
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ing is fine without an osmosis 
system. 

• The effect of radium is chronic 
rather than acute. It would take 
decades to have a noticeable ef-
fect.

• Steve Brown, a board-certified 
health physicist for CDPHE, 
noted that there is a naturally 
higher radiation exposure in 
Colorado compared to other 
states, due to altitude. He said 
the 5 pCi/L of radium in the 
water system amounts to 4 
millirems or 1% of the 400 mil-
lirems of naturally occurring 
radiation. 

• Haley Orahood, water com-
pliance specialist for CDPHE, 
noted that at 5 pCi/L, the ex-
cess cancer risk of drinking the 
water over a lifetime is one in 
10,000.

• Kristy Richardson, state toxi-
cologist with CDPHE, said the 
amount is equivalent to one 
chest X-ray.

• DWSD is drought-proofing its 
system and building a big port-
folio of water. Its goal is to get 
to 90% renewable sources by 

2030; it has been working on 
renewable water for 20 years. 

• Triview and Forest Lakes are 
independent water providers 
that partner with DWSD on the 
Upper Monument Creek Re-
gional Wastewater Treatment 
Facility managed by DWSD.

The session ended with Houle 
thanking the staff for its work on ad-
dressing customers’ concerns. This 
effort was not unnoticed and was 
greatly appreciated, he said.

Joint grant for aquifer storage 
recovery project

In his manager’s report, Hodge told 
the board that DWSD and Triview 
worked with LRE to submit a joint 
proposal that won a $150,000 grant 
to study aquifer storage and recov-
ery (ASR) technology that allows 
water to be stored and retrieved 
from an aquifer rather than a stor-
age tank or reservoir, limiting evap-
oration. 

The grant came from the Col-
orado Water and Conservation 
Board (CWCB). This follows a 2011 
demonstration by DWSD that in-
jected 8 acre-feet of water into an 
aquifer and recovered it, demon-

strating the feasibility of storing 
water underground. The team ap-
proach is unique and CWCB is very 
interested in the result, Hodge said. 

**********
The next meeting is scheduled 
for Oct. 16 at 1:30 p.m. Generally, 
board meetings are held the third 
Thursday of the month and include 
online access due to coronavirus 
restrictions; call (719) 488-3603 or 

access www.donalawater.org to re-
ceive up-to-date meeting informa-
tion. The district office is located 
at 15850 Holbein Drive, Colorado 
Springs. See www.donalawater.org 
for more information about the dis-
trict.

James Howald can be reached 
at jameshowald@ocn.me. Jackie 

Burhans can be reached at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me.

By James Howald 
At its September meeting, the 
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
District (WWSD) board announced 
the final details of its months-long 
project to refinance the district’s 
outstanding debt. The board con-
sidered a supplemental water ser-
vice request from Classic Homes for 
its Monument Junction develop-
ment, and an easement agreement 
with Mountain View Electric Asso-

ciation (MVEA). Finally, the board 
heard operational reports.

At the end of the regular meet-
ing, the board went into executive 
session to receive legal advice on 
potential agreements with JUWI 
Inc. and Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict 38.

Refinancing delivers extra 
savings, raises credit rating

The district’s 2021 bonds were 
sold on Aug. 25. The new bonds 
refinanced the district’s debt from 
bonds sold in 2011 that were due 
to mature in 2036. As with a home 
purchase, some of the financial de-
tails of the sale are not known until 
the day the sale is complete. 

Jim Manire of Hilltop Securities, 
the district’s financial advisor, esti-
mated at the board’s previous meet-
ing that the refinancing would save 
the district’s customers about $6.8 
million. When the sale was com-
plete, the savings exceeded that es-
timate, coming in at $7.04 million. 

The net interest on the new 
bonds is 0.98%. The coupon rate 
on the bonds is 5%, allowing them 
to be sold at a premium, that is, at 
a price higher than their face value, 
which generates additional funds 
for the district. 

In addition to those savings, the 
refinancing delivered another ben-
efit to district customers by rais-
ing the district’s Standard & Poor’s 
credit rating from AA- to AA.

The board chose to reduce the 
repayment period from 15 to 10 
years and was able to do so while 
lowering the annual debt service 
payments by about $20,000 per year. 
Shortening the repayment period 
eliminates debt service payments 
of $1.95 million per year from 2032 
through 2036.
Monument Junction developer 

seeks supplemental water
District Manager Jessie Shaf-
fer asked the board to consider a 
request from Classic Homes for 
supplemental water service to its 
Monument Junction development. 
When complete, the 84-acre devel-
opment, south of Highway 105 on 
both sides of Jackson Creek Park-
way, will include 554 residences, 
both single- and multi-family, 7.3 
acres of commercial space, a Monu-
ment Police Department substation 
and 37 acres of open space, parks, 
drainage, and rights of way, all con-
tained in two metro districts.

Shaffer said Classic Homes re-
quested 166.9 acre-feet of supple-
mental water in addition to its stan-
dard water allocation. The request 
would not exceed the limit the dis-

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, Sept. 13 

Savings from bond refinancing 
exceed expectations
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By Jackie Burhans and 
James Howald 

At the Monument Sanitation De-
partment (MSD) Sept. 15 meeting, 
the board met to set dates for public 
hearings on 2022 rates and fees as 
well as a workshop and public hear-
ing on the 2022 budget. The board 
also talked about moving forward 
on the request for proposal (RFP) 
for legal services. 

Public hearings on 
rates and budget

The board discussed the public 
meetings for both 2022 rates and 
fees as well as the public budget 
hearing. The 2022 Rates and Fees 
public meeting will be part of the 
November meeting.

District Manager Mark Parker 
said a preliminary 2022 budget 
would be available for the Octo-
ber meeting after a special Budget 
Workshop meeting on Thursday, 
Oct. 7 at 5:15 p.m. in the district of-
fices. The public hearing will be in 
November, and the board will be 
asked to vote to approve the budget 
at the December meeting. Notices 
are going out to customers, and le-
gal notices are published in The Ga-
zette. 

RFP for legal services
Parker provided the board a draft 
of the RFP for legal services. The 
board agreed to review the draft by 
Sept. 17 and add a list of required 
services. Then the RFP will be up-
dated and sent out to legal firms on 
the Special District Association of 
Colorado website (www.sdaco.org). 

Meeting highlights
• Parker reported that Lift Sta-

tion 1, Pump 2 was plugged by 
a so-called flushable wipe. The 
board discussed sending warn-
ings out in the bill or via direct 
mail using postcards. 

• Parker confirmed the new IT 
vendor has started and was 
able to access the server and 
evaluate the status of equip-
ment. The district will be up-
grading its storage capacity for 
backups. 

• The board agreed to contact a 

local vendor to discuss updat-
ing the district website. 

trict has planned for, Shaffer said, 
because other developments are 
projected to use less water than an-
ticipated. The district has the neces-
sary water treatment capacity, Shaf-
fer added. In response to a question 
from board President Brian Bush, 
Shaffer said the district should plan 
to drill a new well into the Denver 
Basin aquifer in 2022. 

Bush pointed out an acre-foot of 
supplemental water costs $29,000. 
Tap fees for the project would be 
additional revenue, he said.

The board voted unanimously 
to direct district staff to draft an 
agreement with Classic Homes that 
will come back to Bush for approv-
al.

MVEA granted easement 
for lake pump station

The board voted to grant MVEA an 

easement needed for electric ser-
vice to the new Lake Pump Station 
that WWSD is constructing on the 
west side of Lake Woodmoor, close 
to The Barn Community Center. 
Lake Woodmoor has been drained 
so that the Lake Pump Station can 
be built.
Highlights of operational reports
• The Greenland Preserve Lift 

Station was hit by lightning 
and was offline for repair to its 
surge suppressor.

• The Woodmoor Ranch reveg-
etation project is about 43% 
complete. 

• The Central Water Treatment 
Plant (CWTP) upgrade is pro-
gressing, with two of the three 
filters rebuilt. The CWTP will 
be shut down for six weeks so 
that new Program Logic Con-

trol circuitry can be installed.
• Construction of the Safe Routes 

to School Trail is expected to 
begin next spring.

• In his Woodmoor Improvement 
Association report, Bush men-
tioned an agreement had been 
reached with WOSC LLC, for-
merly known as the Woodmoor 
Open Space Committee, to al-
low homeowners with utility 
easements on their property to 
add gates, providing the gates 

are not affixed over the ease-
ments and remain unlocked. 

**********
The next meeting is scheduled for 
Nov. 8 at 1 p.m. Meetings are usu-
ally held on the second Monday of 
each month at 1 p.m. at the district 
office at 1845 Woodmoor Drive. 
Please see www.woodmoorwater.
com or call 488-2525 to verify meet-
ing times and locations.

James Howald can be reached at 
jameshowald@ocn.me. 

Monument Sanitation District, Sept. 15 

Board sets public meetings 
on 2022 rates and budget
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Welcome Home!
Exceptional quality of life is waiting at 
New Day Cottages. Residents enjoy 
a cozy, comfortable, caring lifestyle;  
family enjoys peace of mind knowing 
their loved ones are happy, well cared 
for, and safe. 

Join our family
Join us for a personal tour with our 
professional staff. Or, visit us online 
and read our story. We look forward to 
welcoming your loved ones home.

719-266-1100
Website: www.NewDayCottages.com
Email: newdaycottages@q.com  

1577 Turner Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80920
10975 Howells Road, Black Forest, CO  80908

N E W  D A Y  C O T T A G E S  A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  H O M E S

Welcome Home!
Exceptional quality of life is waiting at 
New Day Cottages. Residents enjoy 
a cozy, comfortable, caring lifestyle;  
family enjoys peace of mind knowing 
their loved ones are happy, well cared 
for, and safe. 

Join our family
Join us for a personal tour with our 
professional staff. Or, visit us online 
and read our story. We look forward to 
welcoming your loved ones home.

719-266-1100
Website: www.NewDayCottages.com
Email: newdaycottages@q.com  

1577 Turner Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80920
10975 Howells Road, Black Forest, CO  80908

N E W  D A Y  C O T T A G E S  A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  H O M E S

Welcome Home!
Exceptional quality of life is waiting at 
New Day Cottages. Residents enjoy 
a cozy, comfortable, caring lifestyle;  
family enjoys peace of mind knowing 
their loved ones are happy, well cared 
for, and safe. 

Join our family
Join us for a personal tour with our 
professional staff. Or, visit us online 
and read our story. We look forward to 
welcoming your loved ones home.

719-266-1100
Website: www.NewDayCottages.com
Email: newdaycottages@q.com  

1577 Turner Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80920
10975 Howells Road, Black Forest, CO  80908

N E W  D A Y  C O T T A G E S  A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  H O M E S

Welcome Home!
Exceptional quality of life is waiting at 
New Day Cottages. Residents enjoy 
a cozy, comfortable, caring lifestyle;  
family enjoys peace of mind knowing 
their loved ones are happy, well cared 
for, and safe. 

Join our family
Join us for a personal tour with our 
professional staff. Or, visit us online 
and read our story. We look forward to 
welcoming your loved ones home.

719-266-1100
Website: www.NewDayCottages.com
Email: newdaycottages@q.com  

1577 Turner Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80920
10975 Howells Road, Black Forest, CO  80908

Take a stroll...

without limits!

No matter what path you choose, 
make sure you take in all that autumn 
has to offer! 

Enjoying the rich and vibrant colors 
of fall is nice, but it isn’t the same if 
you’re missing the sounds of crunching 
leaves and the crisp autumn breeze. 
Thankfully, A Better Hearing Center 
has solutions available to help you 
hear your best!

What path will you take, confident 
that you won’t miss out on any of this 
season’s sounds? 

Contact us today about your  
hearing health.

MONUMENT, CO
574 W. Hwy 105

Monument, CO 80132

WOODLAND PARK, CO
316 W. Midland Ave.

Woodland Park, CO 80863

abetterhearingcenter.com  |  719-627-9271

Hearing 
ScreeningFREE

Expires 10/31/2021. Not to be combined with any other offer.

Jim Stobaugh
HAD, HAS, NBC-HIS, BA



Page 12 Vol. 21 No. 10Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME

the list on Sept. 10, only the ac-
tual streets that were initially 
intended in this second round 
of exclusions. See www.ocn.me/
v21n10.htm#bffrpd.

Board Secretary Donna Arkowski 
said that with a project like this, 
properties can easily be missed, 
and administrative amendments 
can be made to add any addresses 
that are missed during the process.
Background: The total number 
of properties to be excluded in a 
phased approach over several years 
is about 2,200. The board began the 
exclusion process in July 2018, be-
cause Colorado Springs residents 
were paying taxes for fire protection 
services to both BFFRPD and Colo-
rado Springs. For more informa-
tion, visit www.bffire.org.

Langmaid said this is just the 
beginning of this second phase of 
exclusions and the board will need 
to approve the resolution, pending 
the correction of two dates and a re-
view by the district’s attorney Linda 
Glesne. 

The board approved the resolu-
tion, 4-0. 

Public comment
Colorado Springs resident Colleen 
Murphy said the City of Colorado 
Springs has been notified of an ad-
ditional five properties found af-
ter she spent about four hours on 
Sept. 9 combing through the list of 
660 properties to ensure accuracy, 
and hopefully those properties 
were added to the list the district 
received on Sept. 10. “The process 
with the City of Colorado Springs 
has been slow, but the residents 
sincerely appreciate the efforts of 
Fire Chief PJ Langmaid and Colora-
do Springs Fire Department, Chief 
Randy Royal,” said Murphy.

2020 audit presentation
District Auditor Dawn Schilling of 

Schilling & Co. Inc., announced the 
district had received a “clean opin-
ion” for the 2020 audit, and thanked 
Langmaid, Deputy Chief James Re-
bitski and the Administrative Offi-
cer Rachel Dunn for providing the 
assistance locating information 
during the auditing process, and 
noted the following:
• Due to the turnover at the end 

of 2020 through early 2021, a 
lot of searching was required to 
find invoices and statements to 
complete the audit.

• Eight adjustments were need-
ed, a few more than recorded 
in the past, but mainly accrual 
entries.

• The 2011 general obligation 
bond was about $200,000 at the 
end of 2020, and it is now paid 
in full.

Schilling recommended the board 
approve an existing policy that had 
not formally been approved, for the 
adoption of an annual Wage and 
Leave Accrual Schedule as part of 
the annual budget process, and re-
quested the board review the 2020 
audit over the next 10 days to meet 
the state filing date of Sept. 30.

The board accepted the 2020 
audit as presented, subject to an 
adjustment required for the cost of 
the training center, 4-0.

Langmaid requested the board 
approve and adopt the district pol-
icy of including an annual wage 
and leave accrual schedule for each 
employee, as recommended by 
Schilling. The reconfiguring of the 
schedule will provide greater clarity 
to all staff on how they can move up 
in the organization.

The board approved Policy 
Manual 401, 4-0.

Stage 2 fire restrictions
Langmaid said after careful con-
sideration of fuel moistures, the 
weather forecast, and the limited 
availability of resources for an ini-

tial wildland firefighting attack, the 
district moved to Stage 2 fire restric-
tions on Sept. 13. For updates and 
information regarding the restric-
tions, visit www.bffire.org. 

Wildland pre-plan project
Langmaid requested a $5,000 de-
posit to secure the services of wild-
land pre-plan developer Dave Reid 
of the South Metro Fire Rescue Au-
thority, Denver, and said:
• The project could be funded 

with the money set aside in the 
budget for wildland mitigation.

• District Training Officer Capt. 
Chris Piepenburg has been 
discussing the project with 
Reid, and the estimate for each 
pre-plan is about $25,000 to 
$35,000.

• Reid was deployed to a wild-
land fire and unavailable to 
provide an estimate on the 
scope of work and a contract. 

Vice Chairman Nate Dowden re-
quested a wildland pre-plan pre-
sentation at the Nov. 17 meeting to 
set some expectations, and every-
thing is negotiable given the de-
ployment status of Reid.

The board approved the $5,000 
deposit, 4-0.
Station 2 remodel consultants—

scope of work
Langmaid said a contractor has 
been engaged to perform the work 
needed to correct the concrete and 
erosion problems and elevate the 
showers at Station 2, as approved at 
the August board meeting.

The scope of work letter for 
the Station 2 remodel and expan-
sion was finalized and required 
board approval before the research 
and development of the potential 
renovations can begin, said Lang-
maid. See www.ocn.me/v21n9.
htm#bffrpd.

Dowden requested the dead-
line for response in the scope of 
work letter should be Oct. 21, fol-

lowed by a possible site visit.
Langmaid said the letter would 

go out Oct. 1, and the results would 
be presented at the Nov. 17 meet-
ing, but the budget will take prior-
ity. 

The board approved the Station 
2 scope of work letter, 4-0.

The regular board meeting ad-
journed at 8:35 p.m.

Volunteer pension board
The BFFRPD Volunteer Pension 
Board of Trustees met before the 
regular board at 7:05 p.m. The sev-
en-member board includes the 
regular five-member board and for-
mer firefighters Lisa Montijo and 
Jon Strupp.

Chairman Rick Nearhoof re-
quested the board approve the 
minutes of the Feb. 19, 2020 and 
the Sept. 3, 2020 volunteer pension 
board meetings and the financial 
records for the Volunteer Pension 
Fund.

The board approved the min-
utes and accepted the June 2021 fi-
nancial report as presented, 4-0.

The Pension Board of Trustees 
confirmed there was no activity to 
report concerning the retired BF-
FRPD volunteer firefighters pen-
sion fund.

The Volunteer Pension Board 
meeting adjourned at 7:09 p.m. 

**********
Meetings are usually held on the 
third Wednesday every month at 
Station 1, 11445 Teachout Road, 
Colorado Springs. The next regular 
meeting is scheduled for Oct. 20 at 
7 p.m. For updates, agendas, and 
minutes, visit www.bffire.org or 
contact the Administrative Officer 
Rachel Dunn at admin@bffire.org 
or call 719-495-4300.

Natalie Barszcz can be reached at 
nataliebarszcz@ocn.me.

By Natalie Barszcz
At the Donald Wescott Fire Pro-
tection District (DWFPD) meeting 
on Sept. 21, the board discussed 
some potential stumbling blocks 
involved with the unification pro-
cess, planned an increase to the 
volunteer pensions, and approved 
roof repairs at Station 1 and an ex-
tension of the interim fire chief con-
tract.

The volunteer pension board 
meeting was held after the regular 
meeting.

Director Joyce Hartung was ex-
cused.

Interim Fire Chief Warren Jones 
said he met with Hartung for a cou-
ple of hours on Sept. 20 and brought 
her up to speed on district issues.

Unification status update
Jones said the following:
• During a joint conference call 

with Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District (TLMFPD) 
Chief Andy Kovacs and Emer-
gency Services Consulting In-
ternational project manager 
Dan Qualman, it was revealed 
that the first draft of the unifi-
cation feasibility study will be 
available in mid-October, and 
the finished product will be 
presented to both boards by 
the end of October.

• The decision is coalescing 
around the concept of an au-
thority first, followed by a 
merger by inclusion later, when 
DWFPD will dissolve and 

• The board agreed to dispose of 
a large, rarely used snow blow-
er they have stored in the shed. 

**********
Monument Sanitation District 

meetings are normally held at 9 
a.m. on the third Wednesday of the 
month in the district conference 
room at 130 Second St., Monu-
ment. The next regular meeting is 

scheduled for Oct. 20 at 9 a.m. See 
https://colorado.gov/msd. For a 
district service map, see https://
colorado.gov/pacific/msd/district-
map-0. Information: 719-481-4886. 

Jackie Burhans can be reached at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me. James 

Howald can be reached at 
jameshowald@ocn.me. 

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, Sept. 21

Unification process concerns; 
volunteer pensions to increase

BFFRPD (cont. from 1)

THE BARREL ROOM
LOCATION:  Monument

CAPACITY:   45 Seated; 80 Cocktail Style

THE BARR ROOM
LOCATION:  Monument
CAPACITY:  25 Guests

 

DOWNTOWNMONUMENT

Planning A Party? 
We Have THE Event

Space For You! 
SCAN THE QR CODE OR VISIT

PIKESPEAKBREWING.COM FOR DETAILS 
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merge into TLMFPD.

• A merger by inclusion 
would involve dealing 
with the sub-district 
and require a ballot ini-
tiative or a question to 
the voters on whether 
to dissolve the sub-dis-
trict or increase its mill 
levy. See www.ocn.me/
v21n6.htm#dwfpd and 
w w w.o c n .m e/v21n7.
htm#dwfpd and #tlm-
fpd.

• Two different ballot is-
sues would be required, 
one for the sub-district 
and one for the rest of 
the district, and the 
mill levy will need to 
be slightly higher than 
that of TLMFPD.

• The benefit will hap-
pen once the merger by 
inclusion is complete, 
and then the mill levy 
will be lowered to TLM-
FPD’s 18.4 mills.

• The district’s lack of an 
apparatus replacement 
plan and funded capi-
tal improvement plan 
will come out during 
the analysis of the fea-
sibility study and will 
need to be discussed 
during the 2022 budget 
planning stage. 

TLMFPD board President 
John Hildebrandt said a 
contract package with the 
Colorado Springs Fire De-
partment to take over fire 
protection services for the 
sub-district would elimi-
nate one of the steps.

District Attorney Emily 
Powell of Ireland Stapleton 
Pryor & Pascoe PC law firm 
in Denver said a merger by 
inclusion is not possible 
with the way the sub-dis-
trict is currently structured, 
unless TLMFPD merged 
into DWFPD. The district’s 
mill levy is both lower and 
higher than TLMFPD’s, and 
the sub-district “gums up” 
the transfer.

A joint work session for 
DWFPD and TLMFPD will 
be held before Thanksgiv-
ing, and a decision will need 
to be made on whether to 
move forward in December, 
said Jones.
Volunteer pension board 

meeting
The DWFPD volunteer 
pension board met after 
the regular board meeting. 
The board is composed of 
the district’s regular board 
members and Trustees Bry-
an Ackerman and Timothy 
Hampton.

Ackerman and Direc-
tor Joyce Hartung were ex-
cused.

Hampton said the fol-
lowing about the allocation 
and pension status report:
• The volunteer pension 

fund for the second 
quarter has a $58,000 
year-over-year gain so 

far.
• There have been no 

moves from retiree 
benefits to beneficia-
ries and little change in 
the markets. When the 
markets are good, the 
fund is good. 

• The hiring of volunteer 
personnel was reduced 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic and the dis-
trict has stopped hiring 
new volunteers during 
the unification process, 
so there is less potential 
for liability on the pen-
sion fund.

• The actuary study that 
takes place on a bi-an-
nual basis looks at the 
viability of the plan, 
taking market down-
turns into account, and 
the fund is solvent and 
above the state mini-
mum payout, and is 
funded at 120%.

• The study assumes the 
district’s existing 11 
volunteers would re-
main with the district 
for 20 years, but the 
assumption is not real-
istic now that one vol-
unteer has flipped to 
part-time and another 
one has left.

• Based on a worst-case 
scenario that is unlike-
ly to happen, there is no 
reason to sit on an over-
funded pension fund 
year after year.

Hampton requested the 
board approve an increase 
to the 20-year volunteer 
payout from $400 to $450 
per month. 

Powell said the follow-
ing:
• The presentation was 

excellent, and the de-
partment has the sec-
ond-best well-funded 
plan she has ever seen.

• Once the money is in 
a pension fund it does 

not come out, and the 
only way to retrieve 
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OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE

MONDAY, OCT. 11 TUESDAY, OCT. 12 WEDNESDAY, OCT. 13 THURSDAY, OCT. 14 MONDAY NOV. 4 TUESDAY NOV. 5

3–7 p.m.
Washington County 

Event Center
Large Room

551 W 2nd St. 
Akron, CO 80720

9–11 a.m.
Grassroots 

Community Center
6671 US Highway 36 
Joes, Colorado 80822

9:30–11:30 a.m.
Cheyenne County 

Fairgrounds Auditorium
W 6th St S. 

Cheyenne Wells, CO 
80810

11 a.m.–1 p.m.
Baca County  

Resource Center
1260 Main St. 

Springfield, CO 81073

3–7 p.m.
Platteville  

Community Center
508 Reynolds Ave. 
Platteville, CO 80651

3–7 p.m.
Fort Morgan Field 
House, Gym #3

1239 E. Kiowa Ave. 
Fort Morgan, CO 80701

3–7 p.m.
Burlington  

Community Center
Conference Hall
340 S 14th St. 

Burlington, CO 80807

4–7 p.m.
Community Building

610 S 6th St.
Lamar, CO 81052

WEDNESDAY NOV. 6 THURSDAY NOV. 7 MONDAY NOV. 8 TUESDAY NOV. 9 WEDNESDAY NOV. 10 THURSDAY NOV. 11

3–7 p.m.
Arapahoe County 

Fairgrounds  
Event Center
Exhibit Hall B

25690 East Quincy Ave.
Aurora, CO 80016

3–7 p.m.
Elbert County 
Fairgrounds

Agricultural Building
95 Ute Ave.

Kiowa

9–11 a.m.
The Heritage Center

Corner of 3rd  
and Main 

Crowley, CO 81033 

3–7 p.m.
El Paso County 

Fairgrounds 
Whittemore Building

366 10th St.
Calhan, CO 80808

5:30–8:30 p.m.
Ellicott Middle 

School Cafeteria 
350 S. Ellicott Hwy.
Ellicott, CO 80808

3–7 p.m.
Olde Towne  

Carriage House
102 S Victoria Ave. 
Pueblo, CO 81003

5-7 p.m.
Plains Theater
1304 Maine St. 
Eads, CO 81036

© 2021 Xcel Energy Inc.
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JOIN US FOR COLORADO’S POWER PATHWAY OPEN HOUSES
See updated route and location information for proposed transmission line and substations

Please join us in October and November at upcoming public open houses to learn about our progress identifying route options for Colorado’s 
Power Pathway, which will connect new energy resources in eastern Colorado and boost the local economy.

Project staff will be available to provide information about potential locations for proposed transmission lines and substations and answer questions 
about Colorado’s Power Pathway. We want to hear from you about this important project and any issues we should consider in your area.

ABOUT THE PROJECT:
Colorado’s Power Pathway is a proposal to build 345-kilovolt transmission lines in eastern Colorado. We estimate the system will cross more 
than a dozen counties and include:
• Approximately 560-650 miles of new high-voltage transmission infrastructure 
• Four new and four expanded substations
• If approved, construction could begin in 2023 and the first transmission segments could be in service in 2025, with other segments 

completed in 2026 and 2027

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Contact us at 855-858-9037 or ColoradosPowerPathway@xcelenergy.com if you have questions or need assistance. 

Si necesita asistencia o información en español, por favor contáctenos directamente al 855-858-9037 o ColoradosPowerPathway@xcelenergy.com.

No formal presentation is planned at the public open houses, so please attend at 
any time during the meeting. Visit ColoradosPowerPathway.com for details. 

Note about COVID-19: Xcel Energy continues to monitor the COVID-19 
situation in the region. If local, state or corporate guidance prevents 
in-person meetings or affects the number of attendees allowed at any 
one time these open houses may be rescheduled or moved to an online 
format. We may also adjust the format to manage these considerations. 
Please check ColoradosPowerPathway.com or call the project hotline at 
855-858-9037 for up-to-date information.

7.9x10_CO-Pathways-Sep2021_P02.indd   1 9/13/21   12:48 PM
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funding is to wait until all the 
volunteers have been paid up 
and passed away, and most 
boards increase benefits.

• The pension board would need 
to make a motion to recom-
mend the increase to the dis-
trict board and then approve 
the benefit increase.

Chairman Mark Gunderman said 
a lot can happen in a few years, but 
we should set a precedence just so 
long as we do not have to put mon-
ey into the fund.

Secretary Larry Schwarz said, 
“The community has given a lot 
of time and money to support the 
district and we should support the 
people that have given their time 
and earned it.”

Jones said the volunteer pen-
sion fund will keep going during 
the authority until the merger by 
inclusion happens, and then the 
fund will be assigned to the TLM-
FPD board, and it will be managed 
separately. If a merger by inclusion 
happens, the pension fund cannot 
be left behind, said Jones.

Powell recommended the pen-
sion board approve a motion to 
add an agenda item for approval 
by the regular board at the next 
board meeting, for the permanent 
increase to the pension plan benefit 
“Plan B” according to the actuary 
study, from the current $400 to $450 
per month for the 20-year volun-
teers, beginning Nov. 1.

The pension board approved 
the recommended permanent in-
crease be added to the November 
board meeting agenda for approval, 
4-0.
Note: The regular board could not 
approve the increase having already 
met, but before COVID-19 distanc-
ing protocols the volunteer pension 
board met before the regular board.
Administrative Assistant Stacey 
Popovich said hopefully the CO-
VID-19 restrictions would be lifted 

in time for the April 2022 meeting.
Public comment

Retired volunteer firefighter Mike 
Badger thanked Hampton for his 
hard work and the board for its at-
tentiveness and said, “it does mean 
something for the retired volun-
teers, it is not a trivial amount, and 
the increase does directly affect the 
volunteers’ way of life.”

The pension board meeting ad-
journed at 5:41 p.m.

Station 1 roof repairs needed
Jones said Station 1 is 20 years old 
with a complicated roof system, 
and in September a section of the 
roof fell in over the bay resulting in 
water damage. The repair encom-
passes more than just the bay area, 
and about $25,000 to $28,000 is 
needed to make the repairs. Based 
on the insurance percentage val-
ue of the building, the district will 
need to pay some out of pocket and 
at least up to the insurance deduct-
ible. Jones requested the board ap-
prove up to $40,000 from the district 
reserves for the roof repairs. 

The board approved the cost of 
the roof repair, 4-0.
Interim chief contract extension
Gunderman said the interim fire 
chief’s contract would now extend 
until the end of 2021 and required 
approval.

Jones said there would not be a 
lot for a permanent fire chief to do 
other than signing documents dur-
ing the unification process, and a 
DWFPD acting chief could be his 
replacement. He said if the unifi-
cation proceeds later in the year, 
it will determine the decision to 
conduct a search for a replacement 
permanent chief, as early as the 
October meeting and certainly in 
November

The board approved the exten-
sion to the contract, 4-0.

Chief’s report
Jones said:
• The district has one open posi-

tion for a driver operator, and a 
couple of firefighters are taking 
their state test at TLMFPD.

• An entry-level firefighter will 
be hired out of the current vol-
unteer program when the driv-
er operator position is filled. 

• Should the unification go 
ahead, DWFPD will build a fire 
academy with TLMFPD. 

• There will be hiring and pro-
motions over the next several 
months.

Cell tower at Station 2
Jones said the two proposals from 
cell tower companies could be a 
lot of hassle but would generate 
$15,000 per year. See www.ocn.me/
v21n9.htm#dwfpd.

Powell said there will be a lot of 
work negotiating through the issues 
of the agreement, and the district 
already has a lot on its plate.

The board unanimously agreed 
that the chief could tell the cell tow-
er companies that after considering 
the proposals it is not the right time 
for the district to pursue a cell tower 
lease agreement with the pending 
unification process.

Station 3 update
Jones recommended the board 
continue to table the discussion on 
Station 3.

Gunderman said there is too 
much going on right now in the dis-
trict, and it would be a distraction 
from the priority focus of the unifi-
cation process.

The board agreed with Gunder-
man.

The regular meeting adjourned 
at 4:57 p.m.

**********
Meetings are usually held on the 
third Tuesday of the month at Sta-
tion 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr., at 7 
p.m. Due to COVID-19 distancing 
protocols, meetings are held virtu-
ally for public attendees. The next 
regular board meeting is scheduled 
for Tuesday, Oct. 19 at 4 p.m. For 
updates, virtual meeting joining 
instructions, agendas, and min-
utes, visit: www.wescottfire.org or 
call Administrative Assistant Stacey 
Popovich at 719-488-8680. 

Natalie Barszcz can be reached at 
nataliebarszcz@ocn.me.

By Natalie Barszcz
At the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District (TLMFPD) 
meeting on Sept. 22, the board 
heard the deputy chief was retir-
ing, the board president was rec-
ognized for his dedicated service, 
and the board received a presenta-
tion on the proposed 2022 budget, a 
wildland-urban interface fire emer-
gency planning project, the 2022-26 
strategic plan, and numerous other 
updates. 

Treasurer Jason Buckingham 
was excused.
Deputy Chief/Division Chief of 
Logistics Randy Trost retiring

Deputy Chief/Division Chief of Lo-
gistics Randy Trost announced his 
retirement after 36 years in the fire 
service and serving the last seven 
years at TLMFPD. “TLMFPD is a 
great place to work, and I plan to 
remain involved in the communi-
ty, but I have had a good run and 
will stay connected to the depart-
ment,” said Trost. He thanked the 

board, the men and women of the 
organization for their professional-
ism, and the community for their 
trust and financial support to the 
district.

Dedicated service award
Fire Chief Andy Kovacs and the 
board applauded board President 
Dr. John Hildebrandt for receiv-
ing the dedicated service award for 
23 years of service to the TLMFPD 
at the Special District Association 
during its annual conference in 
Keystone on Sept. 14.

Wildland-Urban Interface Fire 
Emergency Planning project

Retired Battalion Chief/CEO/Prin-
cipal Mike Rohde of Rohde and 
Associates LLC., Orange County, 
Calif., presented the board with 
the Wildland-Urban Interface Fire 
Emergency Planning project and 
said the following:
• Pre-plan fire risk mitigations 

and wildland pre-plans are nec-
essary to expedite response dur-
ing a large-scale wildland fire.

Professional Deck Repair and Upgrades  
We have repaired and improved decks 

since 1999. Free Estimates.

bordersdecks@reagan.com

BORDERS DECKS

Call Today! (719) 578-8900

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, Sept. 22

Deputy chief’s retirement 
announced; wildland fire 

plans presented

Above (from left): Special District Association (SDA) Executive Director Ann Terry, 
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District (TLMFPD) board President John 
Hildebrandt receiving the SDA dedicated service award, and Fire Chief Andy 
Kovacs are pictured at the SDA conference in Keystone on Sept. 14. Hildebrandt 
has served on the Board of Directors at TLMFPD for nearly 23 years. Photo by 
Bonnie Hildebrandt.
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By Allison Robenstein
During the Sept. 9 meeting of the Monument 
Board of Trustees, Darcy M. Schoening was ap-
pointed to fill the trustee position left vacant by 
Jamy Unruh. Rob Rathburn, who has been a su-
pervisor in Public Works for over 35 years, was 
recognized for his expertise. Two Public Works 
projects were approved by the board. 

Although Town Manager Mike Foreman 
asked the board members to turn on their micro-
phones, some trustees were completely silent, 
although it was apparent they were speaking. 
One of those was Trustee Laurie Clark, so there 
are no quotes from her in this article. 

Trustee Mitch LaKind attended virtually. 
Trustee seat filled

Schoening beat out five other candidates to be 
appointed by a vote of 4-2. Three candidates in-
cluding Sean White, Kenneth Kimple and Schoe-
ning were present. Isabella Matthews and Amy 
Yocom-Vos failed to attend the meeting. 

Schoening told the board she has lived in 
Jackson Creek for a little over a year after a brief 
move to Denver. She previously owned Dex’s 
Diner/Depot with Greg Duncan, a restaurant 
that operated from 2017 to 2020. She continues to 
serve on the St. Peter Catholic School Home and 
School Association as vice president of fundrais-

ing. Schoening is also the owner of The Colorado 
Herald, an online newspaper that claims to sup-
port Clark’s campaign for governor. 

Acting Town Attorney Joseph Rivera pro-
vided a legal review of the requirements for an 
appointment, noting there is very little guidance 
provided by statute: a simple majority by a mo-
tion can appoint anyone over 18 years of age who 
has been a resident of town for at least the last 12 
months. 

After interviewing three of the candidates, 
Trustee Ron Stephens nominated White, who 
has been serving on the Monument Planning 
Commission since 2019. LaKind nominated 

• Wildland fire has changed, and climate 
change has affected the wildland-urban in-
terface.

• The plans provide emergency response 
preparations, model the potential for fire 
behavior with limited response, show where 
teams would have the biggest impact, and 
provide changes going forward that would 
reduce risk.

• Each plan will focus on the first six hours of 
a major incident in a quick reference format 
and identifies likely critical fire weather, fire 
behavior and progression, and a look at 50 
years of data. 

• The plans consider a resource deficient re-
sponse environment and identify critical 
safety concerns.

• Evacuation vs. shelter-in-place guidance, 
defined evacuation travel routes and identi-
fied conditions and decision points are pro-
vided with the plans.

• A team of 14 experienced consultants do the 
“heavy lifting” during the collaborative pro-
cess and that footwork is as important as the 
finished plan. 

Kovacs said the following after the presentation:
• Black Forest Fire Rescue Protection District 

is exploring similar plans with South Metro 
Fire Authority, Denver, for a lesser cost, but 
with not nearly as much detail.

• The proposed plans from Rohde and Asso-
ciates will be evaluated with stakeholders 
during the project development. 

• He has had personal experience using the 
pre-plans when he worked for the Orange 
County Fire Authority, Calif.

• Thirteen pre-plans are needed, but due to 
the expense the three highest-priority areas 
would be developed initially.

Vice President Roger Lance said it would be 
more cost-effective in crossover areas to have 
shared funding from multiple agencies and de-
partments.

Division Chief of Community Risk/Fire Mar-
shal Jamey Bumgarner said it would have been 
nice to have had a sheet of paper on the first day 
of the Black Forest Fire in 2013 to help with in-
teragency support, and at least on a bad day they 
would have something to share with their part-
ner agencies when the project is complete.

2022 budget presentation
Kovacs said there have been a lot of changes in 
2021, and the executive staff and managers have 
spent countless hours looking at the numbers. 
This year, a lot more responsibility has been del-
egated to shift managers and budget coordina-
tors, and any board changes and discussion over 
costs are encouraged. Kovacs, the staff, and de-
partment managers proposed many budget in-
creases and additions as follows:
• A 4% cost of living allowance increase is rec-

ommended. 
• The purchase of property for an eventual 

move of Station 2.
• Beginning with the 2022 budget, a reserve of 

$100,000 toward a future fourth station.
• A wildland-urban interface fire emergency 

planning project.
• A Haas alerting system to provide advance 

warning of responding agency emergency 
vehicles during dispatch for an initial cost of 
about $60,000.

• A Type 3 engine.
• A Ford F250 for district-wide use and a Ford 

F150 for the division chief of operations.
• A side-by-side (ATV) and enclosed trailer to 

improve shuttling during rescues and mul-
tiple events and situations.

• Upgrades for Station 3, a concrete driveway 
at Station 1, the training center development 
and bore for a water line under Highway 105, 
and about $70,000 in training props that can 
be used immediately and incorporated into 
the training center upon completion.

• Multiple increases to the budget were also 
proposed by the department managers for 
operations, logistics, EMS, training, and ed-
ucation.

• Multiple uniform additions include Nomex 
uniforms, wildland deployment clothing 
and $5,000 for honor guard uniforms (the 
9/11 CrossFit7070 fundraiser raised about 
$1,200 for TLMFPD and for the Monument 
Police Department).

Kovacs said the district property tax assessment 
values have increased by $1.5 million for the 
2022 budget year, and 84% of the district revenue 
is generated by property taxes. The district is 
spending in a responsible way, but it is up to the 
board to make the final decisions, and the staff 
can provide more clarification to the board and 
continue the discussion at the October board 
meeting, said Kovacs.

2022-26 strategic plan
Kovacs presented the 2022-26 strategic plan that 
was developed from the 2019 Emergency Ser-
vices Consulting International (ESCI) master 
plan that provided recommendations on how to 
improve the agency, combined with strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats (SWOT) 
analysis, both internal and external, and with all 
the elements combined and generated from the 
conversations he had with personnel when he 
first arrived, and the results from the community 
stakeholder meeting.

Kovacs noted the following during the pre-
sentation:
• The district needs to be prepared for com-

munity threats, and its greatest risk is from 
wildfire.

• The district must provide the most cost-ef-
fective service to the community.

• Fire suppression, wildland fire prevention, 
EMS, and fire inspections for businesses 
were high priorities for the community 
stakeholder meeting participants.

• The district received 100% participation 
from the firefighters during the internal 
SWOT analysis.

• The strategic plan will continue to be evalu-
ated and updated every two or three years to 
ensure the needs of the community are be-
ing met.

Director Terri Hayes requested a broader com-

munity survey be conducted in the future besides 
a community stakeholder survey that included 
the response of only 10 selected participants 
from the May 8 community stakeholder meeting.

Kovacs said a broader community needs as-
sessment would be valuable in the future, and 
he requested the board review the plan over the 
next month and discuss adopting it at the Octo-
ber meeting. 

Unification process update
ESCI project manager Dan Qualman identified a 
real deficiency in the Donald Wescott Fire Pro-
tection District (DWFPD) fleet and the funding 
that has not been set aside in its capital fleet 
replacement fund. The boards will be brought 
together in November to discuss the ESCI feasi-
bility study. See www.ocn.me/v21n6.htm#tlmfpd 
and www.ocn.me/v21n7.htm#tlmfpd and the 
DWFPD article on page 12. 

Division chief of training update
Kovacs said Battalion Chief Kris Mola will take 
over as division chief of training in November for 
two years on a district rotation.

EMS—mutual aid response update
Kovacs said there is not a lot of data yet on how 
often the Wescott American Medical Response 
(AMR) ambulance and the Northgroup districts 
are providing EMS mutual aid, but a nice balance 
of about three or four calls between the districts 
occurred in August. The trend will be monitored 
for several months to see where we stand with 
AMR and how mutual aid is being provided. See 
www.ocn.me/v21n9.htm#tlmfpd.

Division Chief of Operations Jonathan Brad-
ley said the battalion chiefs have the right to re-
serve one ambulance within the district but will 
provide mutual aid to DWFPD. 

Station 1 remodel update
Trost said the Station 1 remodel encountered a 
few delays in September and the project is now 
estimated to be completed Oct. 25.

Fourth annual pumpkin giveaway
Engineer Adam Wakefield announced the Fourth 
Annual Monument Professional Firefighters Lo-
cal 4319 Pumpkin Giveaway. The event will take 
place at the Monument Marketplace Clock Tow-
er, 15986 Jackson Creek Parkway, on Saturday, 
Oct. 16 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Live music, free pumpkins and candy will be 
featured, and the public will have the opportuni-
ty to judge “The Chief’s” pumpkin carving crew 
competition. A non-perishable food item for the 
Tri-Lakes Cares food drive is encouraged.

The meeting adjourned at 10:14 p.m.
**********

Meetings are usually held on the fourth Wednes-
day of the month. The next regular meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, Oct. 27 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Chamber of Commerce, 166 Second St., 
downtown Monument. For Zoom meeting in-
structions, agendas, and minutes, visit www.
tlmfire.org or contact Director of Administration 
Jennifer Martin at 719-484-9011.

Natalie Barszcz can be reached at 
nataliebarszcz@ocn.me.

Monument Board of Trustees, Sept. 9

Darcy M. Schoening appointed to vacant trustee position
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Kimple, an outspoken resident who is the de 
facto representative for the Promontory Pointe 
development. Both of these nominations came 
without a motion. Rivera recommended that 
the board make a motion to nominate one of the 
candidates. Trustee Jim Romanello wasted no 
time in nominating Schoening. Both Stephens 
and LaKind voted against the nomination. 

Public Works recognizes 
Rathburn as an exemplary employee

Rob Rathburn, a Public Works supervisor who 
has been with the town for 35 years, was recog-
nized by the board. Before his work for Monu-
ment, he served in the U.S. Marine Corps. Mayor 
Wilson said it is a blessing to have an employee 
like Rathburn, who has received numerous let-
ters from residents touting his professionalism 
over the years. Public Works Director Tom Thar-
nish thanked him for all his work. 

Design of new Public Works facility; 
small parcel approved

The board approved a change order to the exist-
ing contract for the Public Works building ex-
pansion. D2C Architects is contracted to provide 
design and engineering for the new building. 
After purchasing a building at 259 Beacon Lite 
Road, Public Works realized the new space will 
need to be reworked and so asked for $75,000 
extra so that D2C Architects could redesign the 
new space as well. 

The board also consented to purchase a small 
piece of land adjacent to the well redrill that hap-
pened along Beacon Lite Road. Well 3 had to be 
redrilled, and by state statute the new well must 
be within 200 feet of the original. “This created 
an issue for the town, as all the land they own 
has buried utility lines,” according to the board 
packet. An easement was created with Porchlight 
Properties, the owner of the property adjacent to 
the original well. The in-kind exchange means 
no town funds were used for the purchase. The 
owner wishes to have roadway access, but their 
parcel is landlocked. 

The well has been completely outfitted. The 
next step is to install the new pump and motor. 

The request was unanimously approved. 
Public comments

Resident Barbara Kennet asked the board to re-
consider the minutes from the previous meet-
ing because they didn’t match a full transcript of 
what was said.

Town Clerk Laura Hogan explained that the 
meeting minutes do not need to reflect word for 
word comments during a meeting. For a full tran-
script of the meeting, Hogan directed Kennet to 
the town’s YouTube channel where all meetings 
can be watched. 

Resident Steve King thanked Planning Di-
rector Meggan Herrington for her communica-
tion with the public during the recent Conexus 
Commercial Metropolitan District service plan 
review by the board at its Aug. 16 meeting. King 
said of the potential industrial facility that was 
planned, or “last mile fulfillment centers” as 
he called them, would have a negative effect 
on the community. See https://ocn.me/v21n9.
htm#mbot0816. 

Kimple spoke of an upcoming emergency 
evacuation drill and wondered when the emer-
gency plan would be created for the east side of 
I-25. 

Board comments
Stephens said he was concerned along with the 
citizens regarding building heights of 90 feet be-
ing allowed in zoning. Stephens said this came to 
his attention at the last meeting, although he at-
tended the June 7 meeting and approved the re-
cent zoning update in which this stipulation was 
included. No members of the board questioned 
the building height at that time. See https://ocn.
me/v21n7.htm#mbot0607.
The meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.

**********
The Monument Board of Trustees usually meets 
at 6:30 p.m. on the first and third Mondays of 
each month at Monument Town Hall, 645 Bea-
con Lite Road. The next regular meeting is sched-
uled for Oct. 4. Call 719-884-8014 or see www.
townofmonument.org for information. To see 
upcoming agendas and complete board packets 

for BOT or to download audio recordings of past 
meetings, see http://monumenttownco.minute-
sondemand.com and click on Board of Trustees. 

Allison Robenstein can be reached at 
allisonrobenstein@ocn.me. 

By Kate Pangelinan
The Monument Planning Commission (PC) took 
two votes at its Sept. 8 meeting: one considering 
final plats for Home Place Ranch Filings 1 and 2 
and another for Sanctuary Pointe Filing No. 10 
Final Plat. Motions to approve recommendation 
of these final plats to the Board of Trustees (BOT) 
passed unanimously. 

This meeting was attended by Monument’s 
new planning director, Meggan Herington, as 
well as Planner Debbie Flynn and Planning 
Technician Theresa Rust. In attendance on the 
Planning Commission itself were Chairman 
Chris Wilhelmi, Vice Chairman Sean White, and 
Commissioners Daniel Ours and Martin Trujillo. 

Information and relevant links
• This article was written with assistance from 

the meeting packets available online and a 
draft of the meeting’s minutes provided by 
town staff upon request. 

• These minutes will later be presented to the 
PC, and—once they’re approved—posted 
with other pertinent documents on monu-
menttownco.documents-on-demand.com. 

• Please see that site for PC and BOT agendas 
and meeting packets. 

• Many PC meetings are available to watch in 
their entirety on the town’s YouTube page at 
youtube.com/channel/UCdFLo8UcqZfFd-
kio5jT6GDA. Citizens may find it easier to 
search for “Town of Monument” or “Monu-
ment Planning Commission” in YouTube’s 
search bar. The Sept. 8 meeting is not avail-

able on YouTube.
• According to the town’s website, Planning 

staff can be contacted by calling 719-481-
2954 or sending an email to planning@
tomgov.org.

Home Place Ranch Filing 1 and 2 Final Plats
Information about the Home Place Ranch Fil-
ing 1 and 2 Final Plats was presented by Planner 
Debbie Flynn, followed by another presentation 
from the applicant. Representing the applicant 
were Phil Stuepfert and Ken Huhn of HR Green 
Inc., along with Vanessa Amoruso serving as le-
gal counsel for Challenger Homes. 
• Filings 1 and 2 are part of Phase 1 for Home 

Place Ranch. Filing 1 is 22.3 acres, and Fil-
ing 2 is 16.6 acres.

• According to the meeting packet, Filing 1 
“includes … East Lost Pines Drive, Sanc-
tuary Rim Drive, Limbaugh Canyon Loop, 
Monument Rock Court, Talons Bluff Lane, 
and Gleneagle Drive,” as well as “75 sin-
gle-family detached lots.” “Approximately 
29.86% of the total land area” will be used 
for tracts. Filing No. 1’s “lots range from 
4,467 square feet to 10,555 square feet.” 

• According to the meeting packet, Filing No. 
2 “includes East Lost Pines Drive, West Lost 
Pines Drive, Cattle Creek Court, Basset Mill 
Way, and Limbach Court, 67 single-family 
detached lots, and two tracts,” with those 
tracts comprising 17.62% of the space. Fil-
ing No. 2’s “lots range in size from 5,292 
square feet to 10,437 square feet.” 
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• The meeting packet also notes 
that “Gleneagle Drive is the 
main collector road servic-
ing Home Place Ranch, and all 
lots will be accessed off a local 
street. The local street will have 
a sidewalk that will connect to 
the main sidewalk/trail along 
Gleneagle Drive, which in turn 
will connect to the communi-
ty trail system and parks. The 
homes will have varying design 
and façade treatment, which 
will make each home unique to 
its neighbor.”

• The applicant is listed as “Chal-
lenger Homes” and the prop-
erty owner is listed as “Home 
Place LLC.”

Public comments, as described in a 
draft of the meeting minutes:
• Ken Kimple expressed con-

cerns regarding emergency 
plans, sidewalks along Sanctu-
ary Rim Drive and Gleneagle 
Drive, and building homes be-
fore completing the planned 
roads.

• Val Peterson brought her 
neighborhood’s concerns be-
fore the PC. These included 
fencing, whether the number 
of trees by the north and south 
roads could prove adequate for 
a snow block, and whether they 
could be provided more emer-
gency access information.

The commissioners asked several 
questions, seeking clarity on the 

project. Here are some, but not 
all, of the topics addressed, as de-
scribed in a draft of the meeting 
minutes:
• The temporary access road
• The nature of tracts and metro 

districts
• The possibility of bike lanes in 

the area 
• Road construction timelines
• Pedestrian behavior and relat-

ed signage
Many of these questions and con-
cerns were addressed by town staff 
and the applicant’s representatives. 
Please see the minutes that will be 
posted online for more information 
or contact town staff.

In the end, Commissioner Ours 
motioned to approve these final 
plats for recommendation, with a 
condition that Tract A be split into 
two tracts. The motion passed 
unanimously, 4-0.

Sanctuary Pointe Filing 
No. 10 Final Plat

Details about Sanctuary Pointe Fil-
ing No. 10 Final Plat:
• Flynn presented a PowerPoint 

about this project at the meet-
ing, and Classic Homes Vice 
President/Project Manager 
Loren Moreland attended to 
address any concerns.

• This filing is part of Phase 1 
of Sanctuary Pointe, to the 
west of Baptist Road. It is 5.350 
acres in size.

• According to the meeting 

packet, “The subject area in-
cludes Treetop Glory Court, 
12 single-family detached lots, 
and three tracts.”

• The packet also discusses the 
history of this project: Original-
ly, a church was expected to be 
built on this property, but when 
plans for that didn’t move for-
ward, the area was divided into 
12 single-family lots instead of 
one large lot. These “lots range 
in size from 8,400 square feet to 
14,416 square feet.” The tracts 
comprise “28.77% of the total 
land area” of this development.

• The applicant is listed as “Clas-
sic Consulting Engineers & 

Surveyors LLC” and the Prop-
erty Owner is Listed as “Elite 
Properties of America Inc.”

There were no public comments 
or questions from commissioners 
about this proposal. Commission-
er White’s motion to approve the 
final plat for recommendation to 
the BOT without conditions passed 
unanimously, 4-0.

**********
If there is a PC meeting in October, 
it is expected to be held on Oct. 13 
at 6 p.m. at the Monument Town 
Hall.
Kate Pangelinan can be reached at 

katepangelinan@ocn.me. 

By James Howald and 
Jackie Burhans

The Palmer Lake Board of Trust-
ees (PLBOT) met twice in Septem-
ber. Regular board meetings were 
held on Sept. 9 and 23. A workshop 
meeting scheduled for Sept. 23 was 
cancelled. The Sept. 23 meeting 
ended with an executive session to 
discuss a possible annexation.

The board heard a remem-
brance of Wilma French from resi-
dent Shana Ball. David Green of 
Green & Associates presented the 
town’s 2020 audit. There were up-
dates at both meetings on Elite 
Crane’s move to a new location in 
Monument. A vacant seat on the 
Parks Commission was filled by ap-
pointment. The board considered 
the need for a survey to determine 
the proper location for a fence to 
prevent people crossing the rail-
road tracks to reach the lake. The 
board voted on issues related to 
properties within the town and 
established an Intergovernmental 
Agreement (IGA) with Castle Rock 
concerning fire truck maintenance. 
Finally, the board granted two spe-
cial event permits.
Wilma French honored with sign
Ball shared with the board her 
memories of French, pausing with 
emotion at times and calling her an 
“extraordinary woman” who taught 
Ball how to be humble and the im-
portance of service to community. 
French expressed her love for her 
neighbors by cooking for them, Ball 
recalled. French also cared for the 
town’s dogs, using her home as a 

kennel for strays until they could be 
claimed by their owners, without 
charge, and in some cases finding 
new homes for them, continuing 
her caretaking into her 80s. French 
embodied faith, humility, and kind-
ness, Ball said.

Wilma Fern French died on 
Dec. 6, 2020, at age 98. She was a 
resident of Palmer Lake since 1957 
where she started and ran Sun-
dance Kennels for 54 years.

Mayor Bill Bass presented Ball 

Above:Wilma Fern French died Dec. 6, 
2020, at age 98. French was a resident 
of Palmer Lake since 1957 where she 
started and ran Sundance Kennels for 
54 years. Mayor Bill Bass presented 
Shana Ball and her cousin Tyson Reese 
with a street sign that will mark the 
corner of Prairie and Spring Streets as 
French’s Hill. Photo courtesy of Shana 
Ball.

Above: At the Palmer Lake Board of Trustees meeting Sept. 23, Mayor Bill Bass 
presented Shana Ball and her cousin Tyson Reese with a street sign that will mark 
the corner of Prairie and Spring Streets as French’s Hill. Photo by Jackie Burhans.

PALMER LAKE (Cont. on 20)
Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care

WellAge Managed Community

Living your best life, surrounded by 
a caring team, engaging activities, 
new friendships and meaningful 
connections, in your new home 
with all the supportive services 
and amenities that make life better.  
That’s our version of senior living. 

JacksonCreekSeniorLiving.com 
16601 Jackson Creek Parkway
Monument, CO

Call Today
719-259-0448

MOVE-IN
SPECIAL

Palmer Lake Board of Trustees, Sept. 9 and 23 

Wilma French commemorated



Hello, Sanctuary Pointe.

An inspired new master-planned 

community where the western edge of 

Black Forest meets the cutting edge of sophisticated country 

living in beautiful Monument, Colorado.

Here you’ll find homes so exquisitely designed, so 

thoughtfully adapted to their setting, they appear as if they 

grew, naturally from the surrounding countryside.

Sanctuary Pointe boasts municipal utilities, fire-wise forestry 

management, and a top-rated school district. But best of all, 

it offers a Colorado lifestyle like no other community with 

mature trees and an integrated trail system. 
719-494-8112

vhco.com
16486 Florawood Place

719-494-3194
saddletreehomes.com

719-387-9279
classichomes.com

16476 Florawood Place

SanctuaryPointeColorado.com

Located along the western edge of the Black Forest just o� 
Baptist Road and Sanctuary Rim Drive. 

NEW HOMESITES AVAILABLE NOW! 
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By Helen Walklett
Three Academy School District 20 (ASD20) 
Board of Education (BOE) seats are up for elec-
tion on the Nov. 2 ballot. Citizens who are regis-
tered to vote and live within the ASD20 bound-
ary will have an official ASD20 BOE question on 
their November election ballot. 

Ten candidates are campaigning for the three 
open seats. Current board member Thomas La-
Valley is seeking re-election; the other nine can-
didates are not currently board members. Each 
position has a four-year term that begins on Jan. 

1, 2022. 
The candidates are: 

• Tiana Clark: (TianaClark4BOE@gmail.com; 
tianaclark.org/

• Brian Coram: (BrianForD20Board@gmail.
com; CoramForD20Kids.com)

• Nathan Johnson: (NathanJohnsonD-
20Board@gmail.com; NathanJohnsonD-
20Board.com)

• Nicole Konz: (ElectNicoleKonz@gmail.com; 
ElectNicoleKonz.com)

• Thomas LaValley: (tnlavalley@gmail.com) 
• Jackie Lesh: (elect@jackieleshforD20.org; 

JackieLeshForD20.org)
• Lindsay A. Moore: (LindsayMooreForD20@

protonmail.com; LindsayMooreForD20.
com

• Michael Riffle: (SchoolBoardMike@gmail.
com)

• Aaron Salt: (me@aaronsalt.org; www.aar-
onsalt.org)

• Jason Silva: (jsilva3071@protonmail.com) 
There will be two BOE Candidate Forums ahead 

of the election to provide the community an op-
portunity to meet candidates, hear about their 
positions, and ask questions. 

Forum 1
 Tuesday, Oct. 5
 Eagleview Middle School, Wing Space
 1325 Vindicator Drive, Colorado Springs
 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Forum 2
 Thursday, Oct. 14 
 ASD20 Education and Administration Cen-

ter, Atrium
 1110 Chapel Hills Drive, Colorado Springs
 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Board elections occur every two years, and board 
members can serve a total of two terms. 

Further information can be found on 
the ASD 20 website: https://www.asd20.org/
announcements/2021-board-of-education-
elections/

Helen Walklett can be reached at 
helenwalklett@ocn.me.

and her cousin Tyson Reese with a street sign 
that will mark the corner of Prairie and Spring 
Streets as French’s Hill.

2020 audit documents progress
David Green said his audit of the town’s 2020 fi-
nances led to an unmodified clean opinion. The 
town’s financial controls are improving, he said, 
with only two areas of minor concern: some re-
cord-keeping issues and segregation of duties. 
Both are common in small organizations, and 
steps have been taken to correct those issues, 
leaving the town in a better position for report-
ing and safeguarding assets, he said. 

Elite Cranes move delayed again
At the Sept. 9 meeting, Bruno Furrer, the current 
owner of the property occupied by Elite Cranes, 
told the board that Elite Cranes was scheduled 
to close on its new property in a week and would 
then need two to three weeks to prepare the 
ground at the new property to receive the cranes. 
Local builder Kurt Ehrhardt said the town was 
being taken advantage of by the repeated failure 
of Elite Cranes to meet its self-imposed dead-
lines for vacating its current location and sug-
gested Elite Cranes make a financial donation to 
the town. The discussion at the Sept. 9 meeting 
ended with board members observing that Elite 
Cranes would have missed another deadline to 
vacate its current location by the board’s next 
meeting, and that they would decide their next 
step at the Sept. 23 meeting.

At the Sept. 23 meeting, Sam Lawry, owner 
of Elite Cranes, told the board that progress had 
been made although he had not yet closed on the 
purchase of his new property. He said he expect-
ed to close within a week. He was preparing the 
new location by removing trees and surveying, 
he said. Hauling dirt to the new location would 
take three weeks. 

Trustee Glant Havenar was skeptical about 
Lawry’s new timeline and pointed out that there 
had been many missed deadlines and that Sept. 
15 had been a “drop-dead” date for the move. 
Trustee Karen Stuth said she believed the time 
had come to begin fining Elite Cranes for its re-
peated failures to keep its agreements with the 
town. Lawry responded he was preparing litiga-
tion for that eventuality and cited several justifi-
cations for the missed deadlines. 

In the end, Lawry would not commit to an-
other deadline to leave his current location.
Bass made a motion to give Elite Cranes until 
Oct. 31 to vacate. The motion passed with Bass, 
Trustees Darin Dawson, Jessica Farr, and Sam 
Padgett voting in favor and Trustees Nicole Cur-
rier, Havenar and Stuth voting against.

Lindsey Leiker appointed 
to the Parks Commission

Resolution 41-2021, appointing Lindsey Leiker 
to a vacant seat on the Parks Commission, was 
passed as part of the consent agenda at the Sept. 
9 meeting.

Fence location debated
At the Sept. 9 meeting, Town Administrator 
Dawn Collins told the board the agreement be-
tween BNSF Railway and the Town of Palmer 
Lake obligates the town to build a fence to pre-
vent people from crossing the railroad tracks to 
reach the lake from the town. Collins said the 
town should have the area surveyed to help de-
termine the placement of the fence. Awake the 
Lake planned to fund the fence construction, 
Collins said.

Town Attorney Matt Krob commented that 
either the town would build the fence or the 
railroad would build it and bill the town for the 
cost, adding the railroad seemed to be more con-
cerned with having the fence built as specified in 
the contract than with the optimal placement of 
the fence.

Bass instructed the town staff to have the 
area surveyed and to reach out to the railroad to 
discuss placement.
Board acts on property management issues

The board took the following steps regarding 
property issues:
• The board voted unanimously to approve 

Resolution 43-2021, which authorizes the 
town to grant well agreements for E-Rock 
LLC at the old fee of $50 per well.

• The board held a public hearing on and 
voted to approve Resolution 48-2021, which 
grants a conditional use permit to Craig and 
Anna Barragry to convert a commercial 
property at 11 Highway 105 to a residential 
duplex. Havenar and Padgett voted no; Bass, 
Currier, Dawson, Farr and Stuth voted in fa-
vor.

• The board voted unanimously in favor of 
Resolution 49-2021, which approves a minor 
subdivision at 32 Pineview St. that allows 
the owner to add a residence for his aging 
parents.

• The board voted unanimously to approve 
Resolutions 45-2021 and 46-2021, which for-
malize drainage easement agreements with 
Palmer Lake Elementary School and Nikki 
and William McDonald, respectively.

• The board voted unanimously to approve 
Resolution 47-2021, which authorizes the 
town to purchase 4.5 acres of land adjacent 
to Upper Glenway Street for no more than 
$9,500. The property is not suitable for a resi-
dence, Collins said, but might serve as a site 

for a water storage tank.
Castle Rock to maintain fire trucks 

Fire Chief Kevin McCarthy shared with the board 
the difficulties he has had finding reliable ser-
vice for the Fire Department’s heavy equipment, 
including fire trucks. He asked the board to ap-
prove Resolution 44-2021, which establishes an 
IGA allowing the Castle Rock Fire Department to 
service Palmer Lake’s equipment. McCarthy said 
the agreement would allow Palmer Lake to use 
other service companies if appropriate.

The board voted unanimously to approve 
Resolution 44-2021.

Special events approved
The board granted a special event permit for the 
Seventh Annual Palmer Lake .5K Run, scheduled 
for Sunday Oct. 10 from 9 a.m. until noon. The 
event is a fundraiser for Awake the Lake, event 
organizer Cindy Kuchinsky said, and the route 
was changed this year to begin on the east side of 
the lake and incorporate the pedestrian bridge.

The race will begin at 10:30 a.m., Kuchinsky 
said, and there will be a donut station midway on 
the course. Beer and root beer will be served at 
the finish line. 

Kuchinsky asked the board to waive the usu-
al special event fee.

The board voted to approve the permit. Cur-
rier and Dawson abstained, as they serve on the 
Awake the Lake committee.

At the Sept. 23 meeting, the board reviewed 
a special event permit for the YMCA Creepy 
Crawl, to be held on Oct. 30 beginning at 7 a.m. 
The event includes a 5K run for adults and a Kids 
Fun Run. Runners are encouraged to come in 
costume, event organizer Pat McDonough said. 

The board voted unanimously to approve the 
event permit.

**********
The Board of Trustees is scheduled to hold three 
meetings in October, a regular meeting on Oct. 
14 and a workshop and regular meeting on Oct. 
28. See the town’s website at www.townofpal-
merlake.com to confirm times, dates, and lo-
cations. While the Town Hall is being repaired, 
evening meetings will be held at the Palmer Lake 
Elementary School Library at 115 Upper Glen-
way and daytime meetings will be held at the 
Tri-Lakes Chamber Community Meeting House 
at 300 Highway 105. Meeting times may change. 
Meetings are normally held on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of the month. Information: 
481-2953. 

James Howald can be reached at 
jameshowald@ocn.me. Jackie Burhans can be 

reached at jackieburhans@ocn.me.

10 running for three Academy School District 20 
Board of Education seats

PALMER LAKE (Cont. from 18)

Elizabeth Bryson
325 2nd St. Ste. M, Monument, CO 80132

O�ce: (719) 418-9350
elizabeth@ebinsurancegroup.com

ebinsurancegroup.com
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By Jackie Burhans
The Monument Academy (MA) School Board 
held a regular meeting on Sept. 9. It spotlighted 
a staff member, welcomed two new staff, ad-
dressed the uniform policy, and heard a public 
comment on its open records response. 

Uniform hoodie policy
Board member Misty McCuen led the discussion 
on an alternative to hoodies in the elementary 
and middle school uniform policy. She moved 
to provide the option for a high quality crew-
neck sweatshirt with a school crest patch. These 
sweatshirts, with no hood or pocket, can be or-
dered from an approved vendor in black, royal 
blue, or gray. 

Board member Chris Dole said MA is a 
school of excellence and student dress is a big 
part of that, noting that when the uniform pol-
icy is relaxed it shows up in behavior. Dole and 
board member Megghan St. Aubyn voted no, 
while McCuen and board members Lindsay 
Clinton and Ryan Graham voted yes to carry the 
motion. Board policies 1501ES and 1501MS are 
at bit.ly/ma-bd-policies.

Board spotlight
The board spotlighted Amy Torrance, Commu-
nications and Marketing specialist, for her sup-
port of MA’s enrollment growth goals. McCuen 
presented Torrance with a certificate of achieve-
ment. 
Public comments on open records response
After a lengthy executive session, the board ad-
journed and then allowed public comments on 
items not on the agenda. A community member 
said she had made a Colorado Open Records 
Act (CORA) request that should have been filled 
in three days or up to 10 days under special cir-
cumstances. The board’s lawyer replied that the 
documents would be ready after that deadline. 
She said she was given a box with 600 pages of 
wet and wrinkled papers, of which 500 were du-

plicates and charged $134 per board policy 1512. 
She expressed shock at the unprofessional re-
sponse.

Highlights
These items were highlighted at the regular 
board meeting: 
• The board introduced two new staff mem-

bers: Tamiko Thomas, East Campus assis-
tant principal, and Chris Hale, athletic di-
rector. 

• The board voted unanimously to increase 
the number of board members to seven and 
agreed to wait until the spring election to fill 
the seat. 

• The board agreed to have lawyer Brad Miller 
review a statement clarifying MA’s COV-
ID-19 policies, stating the board is not man-

dated to require vaccinations. See https://
bit.ly/ma-covid-stmt.

• St. Aubyn reported that MA continues to 
work with the county on Highway 105 with 
a long-term solution of rerouting traffic 
around the school building. Staff is coming 
in early to help with the car line, and she is 
hopeful about working with the church next 
door that wants to cut off access to its drive-
way. 

**********
The next regular board meeting has been moved 
to Thursday, Oct. 7 at 6 p.m. at the East Campus 
band room due to fall break. The meeting will 
be in person only. The MA School Board usually 
meets at 6 p.m. on the second Thursday of each 
month. For more information, see https://bit.ly/
ma-boe. 

Jackie Burhans can be reached at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me.

By Harriet Halbig
The Lewis-Palmer D38 Board of Education held 
a special meeting on Sept. 2 and voted to cancel 
participation in November’s election because 
only two incumbents filed paperwork to run. 
Board President Chris Taylor and board Secre-
tary Tiffiney Upchurch will each serve an addi-
tional four-year term.

Taylor commented that he was disappoint-
ed that he would not be able to reach out to the 
community during a campaign. Upchurch said 
she was honored to serve an additional term to 
maintain the momentum the current board has 
achieved.

The remainder of the board, including The-
resa Phillips, Ron Schwarz, and Matthew Claw-
son, is serving four-year terms that will end in 
November 2023.

At the regular meeting on Sept. 20, there 
were several comments from the public. Three of 
these were from physicians in the area who said 
that El Paso County is again in the orange to red 
zone regarding COVID-19. They urged the board 
to take action by encouraging all staff to be vacci-
nated, including by offering incentives. Students 
should also be masked to avoid quarantine, they 
said.

Three local parents also urged stronger ac-
tion by the board, one of them saying that his son 
was exposed at school and the schools had opted 
not to receive tests.

Four individuals thanked the board for al-
lowing parents to make the decision regarding 

masking.
One individual commented on the fact that 

the board is considering altering its policy re-
garding the teaching of controversial materials 
and that this is unnecessary. Others supported 
this opinion.

Superintendent’s update
In his update, Superintendent K.C. Somers re-
ported that the district’s new executive team 
went to all schools in August to introduce them-
selves and encourage feedback.

Teachers and other staff said it was impor-
tant to them to feel valued and that compensa-
tion should be improved.

Other subjects Somers mentioned were the 
first professional development day on Sept. 1, 
and the district will relaunch a Financial Advi-
sory Committee soon. This group will consist of 
eight to 10 community and district staff mem-
bers, chosen by formal application. The group 
will be tasked with creating fiscal credibility and 
stressing transparency.

Regarding the subject of the district reaction 
to the pandemic, Somers said the district contin-
ues to follow the guidelines of the Department of 
Public Health.

He recognized Anne Icke, Davis Saunders, 
and Allison Sobers for being named National 
Merit semi-finalists and Madison Wilson of 
Palmer Ridge High School for being named a 
KOAA Athlete of the Week. 

Dr. Merlin Holmes, chief operating officer 
of Monument Academy, presented the school’s 

annual report and thanked the district for their 
partnership. He said the school did well through 
the pandemic, and its enrollment has grown 
by 100 to 125 pupils annually. The new campus 
serves grades six through 10. Plans are in place 
for an additional wing to serve students through 
12th grade.

Strategic priority 2
Assistant Superintendent Amber Whetstine 
moderated a report on district activities in sup-
port of strategic priority 2, to ensure high-quality 
instruction and relevant educational experienc-
es for all students. The focus is on early educa-
tion and pathways to the future after graduation.

Due to staffing shortages, the Palmer Lake 
preschool had to be closed, but students were 
moved to Kilmer and other locations, including 
Monument Academy and a local private pre-
school.

There are currently 147 preschool students. 
Forty-five percent of these are funded through 
the Colorado Preschool Program or special edu-

Above: Amy Torrance, left, was recognized by the MA 
board at their meeting Sept. 9 and presented with a 
certificate of appreciation by Misty McCuen. Photo by 
Jackie Burhans.

Above: At the Sept. 9 board meeting, Tamiko Thomas 
was introduced as the new assistant principal at MA’s 
East Campus. Photo by Jackie Burhans.

Monument Academy School Board, Sept. 9

Board offers alternative to hoodies

Lewis-Palmer D 38 Board of Education, Sept. 20

Board cancels election, receives reports 
on priority 2 of strategic plan

(719) 237-8787 
val.erashields.com 

vcoy@erashields.com 

Val Ross-Coy 
Broker Associate 
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By Jackie Burhans
The Woodmoor Improvement Association (WIA) 
met on Sept. 25 to hear an owner’s concerns and 
discuss fee increases.

Owners’ concerns
A resident called the board’s attention to many 
dead trees behind his property, leading up the 
hill to the Woodmoor common area known as 
The Point. He has been mitigating on his prop-
erty and asked WIA to do the same on the open 
space. Board President Brian Bush said the 
board would review the current mitigation proj-
ects on the 142 acres of open space it manages. 
Tom Smith, director of forestry, and Steve Cutler, 
director of common areas, agreed to go out the 
following day and look at the issue both from the 
homeowner’s property and from the trailhead 
off Four Winds Way that leads to The Point. 

The same resident raised a concern about 
erosion on the common area hill that impacts his 
property. Bush said this issue is more difficult, 
and he wasn’t sure what could be done or how 
much it might cost. Colorado’s water laws make 
redirecting water problematic. Bush said that 
staff will investigate the issue and will respond to 
both concerns in a week or two. 

Another resident raised traffic safety con-
cerns about Furrow Road from County Line to 
Highway 105 and had reached out to Woodmoor 
Public Safety (WPS), which directed him to the 
El Paso County Sheriff’s Office (EPCSO) because 
the road belongs to the county. He hasn’t re-
ceived a response and asked what more he or the 
board could do. Bush noted that WIA had part-
nered with a group of HOAs asking for traffic-
calming measures for the extension of Furrow 
from Highway 105 to Higby as part of the Grand-
wood Ranch development. Once the county im-
plements that, the board can request the same 
be done to the northern end of Furrow Road.

Fee increases discussed
Vice President Peter Bille has the task of look-

ing at the current covenant violation fee sched-
ule and coming back to the board with recom-
mendations. The current schedule is at www.
woodmoor.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/
Fine-Schedule-Revised-2017.pdf. Bush noted 
the fines have not been updated in four years 
and recommended the board consider raising 
fines for uncut grass, weeds, vegetation, and nui-
sances to $200 for a first violation and $400 for a 
second. Third and subsequent violations will be 
whatever fine the board deems appropriate. He 
also recommended the board simplify the fines 
schedule for fireworks to start at $5,000 for any 
use in Woodmoor. He noted that the board has 
discretion about imposing a fine or not, if appro-
priate. The board unanimously voted to accept 
these recommendations.

A resident said the increases seemed steep 
and asked if the current structure was not effec-
tive. Bush explained that the board has a table of 
fines but has wide discretion that allows them to 
suspend or lower fines. He said the board pre-
fers to have compliance over fines but that some 
of these issues, when related to fire, are a grave 
danger to the community. Director of Public 
Safety Brad Gleason noted that there is a defined 
process, and the goal is not to make money but 
to have residents take covenant violations seri-
ously. 

Board highlights
• The deadline for nominations for board 

members is Nov. 16. The form is on the web-
site at: https://www.woodmoor.org/wia-
board-nomination/. The election will be 
held at the annual meeting in January 2022. 

• Gleason reported that the Safe Routes to 
School (SRTS) trail design is 95% complete 
and is waiting for Colorado Department of 
Transportation approval. The SRTS trail will 
connect Lewis-Palmer Elementary School 
with the middle and high school. Construc-
tion is estimated to begin in spring 2022.

• Bush presented certificates of appreciation 
to volunteers Brie Chester and Noelle Gar-
cia.

**********
The WIA Board of Directors usually meets at 7 
p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of each month in 
the Barn at 1691 Woodmoor Drive, Monument. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
Oct. 20.

The WIA calendar can be found at www.
woodmoor.org/wia-calendar/. WIA board meet-
ing minutes can be found at www.woodmoor.
org/meeting-minutes/ once approved and post-
ed.

Jackie Burhans can be reached at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me.

cation, and the remainder are funded by tuition. 
Initiatives in the early-learning area include 

stressing staff training, offering social-emotional 
support, and monitoring the new department of 
early childhood education.

In the later elementary grades, there are two 
new reading resources being implemented at 
various locations. Both resources are approved 
by the Colorado Department of Education 
(CDE). Forty teachers returned early from sum-
mer vacation to undergo training in reading re-
sources.

Assessment Coordinator Michael Brom re-
ported on student learning outcomes over the 
past year. He reviewed results on CMAS tests, 
Advance Placement, and the PSAT.

Some tests were not administered last year, 
and others were done remotely, so results are 
difficult to evaluate. He said that the district’s 
scores were better than the state scores.

There was a report on the various pathways 
to graduation in the district. These included the 
traditional high school plan, Advanced Place-
ment classes which could yield college credit, 
Career Start which allows high school juniors 
and seniors to attend Pikes Peak Community 
College part time, and concurrent enrollment 
which involves students attending college cours-
es with credit guaranteed to transfer to college. 
Recently, some of the college classes have been 
offered at district locations. These include basic 
English, American Sign Language and beginning 
college math.

Other offerings include career and techni-
cal education and Project Lead the Way, which 
includes programs in business, construction, 
health care, and cosmetology. Some of these 
programs lead to certification.

There is also the district’s online program, 

created by Lewis-Palmer staff and approved by 
the CDE.

For those wishing to enter the military, the 
district administers the ASVAB Armed Services 
Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) twice a 
year.

The board was presented with a list of poli-
cies with suggested changes. Most of the changes 
were recommended by the Colorado Association 
of School Boards.

Superintendent Somers said he would like to 
link policies to the Strategic Plan and have one 
or more board members review each before ap-
proval.

Chief Financial Officer Kitte Overton ex-
plained how emergency COVID funding was 
spent by the district. These funds included the 
COVID Relief Fund (CRF) and the Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergency Relief fund 
(ESSER). Spending of CRF funds were for prep-
aration for closing and reopening the schools, 
cleaning, sanitizing, and improving ventilation, 
distance learning development, and delivery 
and provision of food during closures.

ESSER funds were for continuing services 
during closures, coordination of COVID pre-
paredness and response, assessments, improved 
student engagement, and facility improvement 
to reduce risk of transmission.

There are two additional ESSER funds that 
will be made available in the next two years. 
These will be earmarked for sanitation supplies, 
planning to implement activities during clo-
sures, technology for online learning, and men-
tal health services.

In total, the per pupil funding from these 
sources equals about $1,000.

**********
The D38 Board of Education meets at 6 p.m. on 

the third Monday of each month in the district 
learning center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. 
The next meeting will be on Oct.18.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Above: WIA Board President Brian Bush opened the 
meeting with a recognition of two student volunteers, 
(L to R) Brie Chester and Noelle Garcia. He noted that 
they generously donated their time to weed the island 
by the pavilion in front of The Barn. They also donated 
and installed flowers from Home Depot. This was part 
of their National Honor Society (NHS) project. Bush 
said they demonstrated caring for the community and 
set examples of leadership. Even as part of an NHS 
project, Bush said, any young adult who volunteers to 
do weeding is a hero to him. He presented Chester 
and Garcia with framed certificates of appreciation. 
Photo by Jackie Burhans.

Above: From left to right, seated to standing are 
Ryan Graham, Monument Academy (MA) Board 
president, Chief Financial Officer Marc Brocklehurst, 
and Chief Operating Officer Merlin Holmes. MA 
administrators and a board representative appeared 
at the Lewis-Palmer Board of Education meeting 
on Sept. 20, to discuss MA’s annual report for the 
school year 2020-2021, at in accordance with the 
charter school’s contract with the district. Holmes did 
not show the presentation, which can be viewed at 
http://bit.ly/ma-2021-annual, but asked if there were 
any questions. Holmes responded that MA’s biggest 
accomplishment was to survive and thrive during the 
pandemic. Students are continuing to grow and learn, 
and enrollment continues to increase, he said. He 
highlighted middle school athletics and the orchestra 
program and said he appreciated the partnership with 
the district. The biggest challenge for MA is that the 
East Campus almost at capacity, he noted, saying that 
MA is working on financing for the phase 2 expansion. 
Photo by Jackie Burhans.

Woodmoor Improvement Association, Sept. 22

Board hears owner’s concerns, discusses fee increases
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By Bill Kappel
September can be a month of extremes as we 
transition from summer to fall. Just last year, we 
saw record highs immediately followed by re-
cord cold and snow. This is not unusual for us 
on the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region as we 
often flip back and forth between seasons, and 
the transition can be quick. This results from our 
location at a high elevation and in the middle 
of the continent away from any modifying large 
bodies of water. We also have direct access to 
moisture from the Gulf of Mexico and cold air 
from the Arctic region. 

Then add in the extra lift and elevated heat 
sources provided by our elevated terrain and the 
Front Range foothills and it all comes together 
to create widely variable weather conditions 
throughout the year. Therefore, it’s not surprising 
that we saw some big swings in the weather this 
year. The theme for the month was warm tem-
peratures, as we were well above normal overall. 
Fortunately, precipitation was above average as 
well, but it all fell on just a few days. We did man-
age to drop below freezing for the first time this 
season.

The month started off wet with three days in 
a row of rainfall. Each day began quietly with af-
ternoon showers and thunderstorms developing 
during the day and extending into the evening. 
During the first three days of the month, around 
an inch of rainfall accumulated, providing some 
much-needed moisture after a relatively dry Au-
gust.

Dry and warm conditions took hold over the 
next week, with highs moving from the upper 70s 
on the 4th and 5th to record highs in the upper 
80s to low 90s on the 9th, 10th, and 11th. As tem-
peratures warmed during the second week of 
the month, monsoonal moisture began to sneak 
into the region. This set the stage for some active 

weather, as moisture levels increased with the 
warm air to produce higher levels of instability. 

The first sign of this was afternoon and eve-
ning showers that developed each day from the 
11th through the 13th, priming the atmosphere 
for the main event on the 14th. Strong to severe 
thunderstorms quickly developed by early af-
ternoon, with heavy rain and hail covering the 
ground in many locations. This line of thunder-
storms moved out of the region fairly quickly by 
that evening with dry and mainly sunny condi-
tions returning for the next several days.

The pattern again changed quickly between 
the 19th and 20th as a frontal passage during the 
early morning hours of the 20th brought a taste of 
fall to the area. Gusty winds and cooler tempera-
tures that morning were enhanced by cloudy 
skies and rain showers that afternoon and eve-
ning. Cooler air continued to work into with tem-
peratures reaching the mid-30s as the last areas 
of rainfall moved out. As skies cleared that morn-
ing, temperatures didn’t have far to fall to reach 
the freezing mark, and many areas dropped just 
below freezing the morning of the 21st. It was 
the first day of fall and right around the normal 
time of the year when we first dip below freezing. 
Highs were held in the upper 50s that afternoon, 
and mostly clear skies again allowed tempera-
tures to touch the freezing mark on the 22nd. The 
good news is that temperatures didn’t reach the 
“hard freeze” category, so instead of ruining our 
chances of beautiful fall colors, this should help 
to enhance the process.

Quiet and seasonal conditions returned 
from the 22nd through the 27th as temperatures 
warmed from the low 70s to the low 80s through 
the period. However, one last storm affected 
the region over the last few days of the month. 
This was associated with an area of low pressure 
slowly spinning over the desert southwest and 

moving through the Four Corners region. This 
brought unsettled conditions to the region, with 
some much-needed moisture in the mountains 
and parts of the Front Range. 

A look ahead
October can be an active weather month for the 
region with our first snowy conditions often ex-
perienced. Most years, we seem to get a good 
snowfall around Halloween, and after a warm 
and dry September, we could use a wet and cold 
storm this year. Snow can be heavy at times dur-
ing any part of October as when over 20 inches 
of snow fell from Oct. 9-10 in 2005, and 2006 saw 
over 24 inches of snow fall in less than 24 hours 
on Oct. 26. 

Of course, the big storm some of us remem-
ber occurred during October 1997, when nearly 
4 feet of snow and blizzard conditions shut ev-
erything down for several days. But we are just as 
likely to get mild and sunny conditions, so enjoy 
those sunny days when you can. 

September 2021 Weather Statistics
Average High   76.3° (+5.4)
100-year return frequency value max 77.5° min 63.5°
Average Low   45.4° (+4.2)
100-year return frequency value max 46.7° min 36.1°
Monthly Precipitation 2.62” (+082”)
100-year return frequency value max 4.34” min 0.40”
Monthly Snowfall 5.2” (+4.7”)
Highest Temperature 90° on the 10th, 11th 
Lowest Temperature 31° on the 21st 
Season to Date Snow  0.0” 

(-0.4”, 100% below normal) 
(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)

Season to Date Precip. 20.38” 
(-1.91”, 9% below normal) 

(the precip season is from Oct. 1 to Sept. 30)
Heating Degree Days 150 (-150)
Cooling Degree Days 26 (+19)

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes 
resident. He can be reached at 

billkappel@ocn.me.

August Weather Wrap

Guidelines for letters are on page 31.
Disclaimer: The information and opinions ex-
pressed in Letters to Our Community are the re-

sponsibility of the letter writers and should not be 
interpreted as the views of OCN even if the letter 
writer is an OCN volunteer.

No letters were submitted this month. 

Letters to Our Community

By the staff at Covered Treasures
“Show me a family of readers, and I will show 

you the people who move the world.”—
Napoleon Bonaparte 

Have you been waiting for the newest book by a 
favorite author? Here are some new releases that 
make great gifts for others or yourself: 

Cloud Cuckoo Land
By Anthony Doerr (Scrib-
ner Book Co.) $30
Set in Constantinople 
in the 15th century, in a 
small town in present-
day Idaho, and on an in-
terstellar ship decades 
from now, Pulitzer Prize-
winning Anthony Doerr’s 
third novel is an imagina-
tive, soaring story about 
children on the cusp of 
adulthood in worlds in 
peril, who find resilience, 
hope, and a book. Doerr has created a tapestry of 
times and places that reflects our inter-connect-
edness. 

Bewilderment
By Richard Powers (W.W. Norton & Co.) $27.95
Astrobiologist Theo Byrne searches for life 

throughout the cosmos while single-handedly 
raising his unusual 9-year-old, Robin, follow-
ing the death of his wife. Robin is a warm, kind 
boy who spends hours painting elaborate pic-
tures of endangered animals. He’s also about to 
be expelled from third grade. As his son grows 
more troubled, Theo learns of an experimental 
treatment that involves training Robin on the 
recorded patterns of his mother’s brain. Powers 
has created a moving novel of a father and son’s 
ferocious love.

Pony
By R.J. Palacio (Alfred A. Knopf) $17.99
The New York Times bestselling author of Won-
der is back with an enthralling adventure that will 
show readers how to choose courage. Twelve-
year-old Silas embarks on a quest to rescue his 
father, with only a ghost as his companion and 
a mysterious pony as his guide. He will face his 
fears to unlock the secrets of his past and explore 
the unfathomable mysteries of the world around 
him. Palacio spins a harrowing yet distinctly 
coming-of-age story about the power of love and 
the ties that bind us across distance and time. 

Einstein: The Fantastic Journey of a Mouse 
through Space and Time
By Torben Kuhlman (Northsouth Books) $22
When an inventive mouse misses the biggest 

cheese festival the world has ever seen, he’s de-
termined to turn back the clock. With the help of 
a mouse clockmaker, a lot of inventiveness, and 
the notes of a certain famous Swiss physicist, he 
succeeds in traveling back in time. But when he 
misses his goal by 80 years, the only one who 
can help is an employee of the Swiss Patent Of-
fice, who turned our concept of space and time 
upside down. Kuhlman, in his beautifully illus-
trated mouse adventure, explores the question: 
Suppose Albert Einstein’s famous theories first 
came into being through an encounter with a 
little mouse. 

Little People, Big Dreams Treasury: 50 Stories 
from Brilliant Dreamers
By Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara (Frances Lincoln 
Ltd.) $39.99
Dive deeper into the world of Little People, Big 
Dreams with this keepsake treasury featuring 
50 dreamers from the critically acclaimed, best-
selling series. Learn more about each of your fa-
vorite dreamers with new in-depth stories, facts, 
and figures. Each story is rewritten to be appro-
priate for an older audience. Divided by profes-
sion, the treasury includes profiles of the world’s 
greatest artists, activists, writers, musicians, TV 
and film stars, scientists, and sports legends. A 
timeline, glossary, index, and further reading 
provide even more to explore. (Available Nov. 9)

Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore

Here come the new releases!



Page 24 Vol. 21 No. 10Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME

 By Sharon 
Williams

On the evening of 
Sept. 16, the Palm-
er Lake Historical 
Society resumed its 
monthly scheduled 
program at the Tri-
Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce Com-
munity Meeting 
House in Monu-
ment. Pikes Peak 
Trolleys, a fast-
paced, photo- and 
fact-filled program 
by John Haney, 
was presented to a captivated, full-house 
audience.

Trolleys, streetcars, and trams were 
used interchangeably to describe the same mode 
of horse-drawn and electric-powered form of ur-
ban rail transportation. Early in the 1890s, trolley 
systems were prevalent in the Colorado towns 
and cities of Denver, Trinidad, Durango, Aspen, 
Leadville, and Grand Junction.

The Colorado Springs area was blessed by a 
streetcar system that was one of the best to be 
found anywhere. This had much to do with Win-
field Scott Stratton, who became the owner of 
the Colorado Springs Rapid Transit Railway Co. 

Haney’s presentation covered the history of 
streetcar service pre- and post-Stratton, how it 

affected the lives of residents and what be-
came of it. He reviewed what is happening 
presently in the trolley world and what we 
might imagine for the future of downtown 
Colorado Springs. 

In 2018, studies for consideration of re-
establishing a trolley system in Colorado 
Springs were presented to the city adminis-
tration with no objections.

Haney is a Colorado Springs native 
whose family has been here since the 1890s. 
In the 1980s, he helped found what is now 
the Pikes Peak Trolley Museum and Res-
toration Shop, located at 2333 Steel Drive, 
Colorado Springs, 719-475-9508.

**********
The Palmer Lake Historical Society month-
ly programs are presented at 7 p.m. every 
third Thursday of the month at Tri-Lakes 
Chamber of Commerce-Community Rm, 

166 Second St., Monument. The Oct. 21 program, 
The Long Expedition, will be presented by John 
Stansfield. Info: 719-559-0837, www.palmerdivi-
dehistory.org. 

Sharon Williams can be reached at 
sharonwilliams@ocn.me.

Above: Trolley under construction in trolley car barn, 500 S. Tejon 
St, Colorado Springs, c.1906. Caption by Sharon Williams/John 
Haney. Photo courtesy Pikes Peak Library District collection.

Above: Pikes Peak 
Trolleys program 
presenter John 

Haney. Photo by 
Wayne Russert .

Palmer Lake Historical Society, Sept. 16

Pikes Peak Trolleys: past, present, future

Fuzz: When Nature Breaks the Law
By Mary Roach (W.W. Norton & Co.) $26.95
What’s to be done about a jaywalking moose? A 
bear caught breaking and entering? Mary Roach 
tags along with animal-attack forensics investi-
gators, human-elephant conflict specialists, bear 
managers, and danger tree faller blasters all over 
the world. Combining little-known forensic sci-
ence and conservation genetics, Roach reveals 
as much about humanity as about nature’s law-
breakers. Fascinating, witty, and humane, Fuzz 

offers hope for compassionate coexistence in 
our ever-expanding human habitat.

Gastro Obscura: A Food Adventurer’s Guide
By Cecily Wong and Dylan Thuras (Workman 
Publishing) $42.50
Created by the ever-curious minds behind Atlas 
Obscura, this guide transforms our sense of what 
people around the world eat and drink. Covering 
all seven continents, it serves up a loaded plate 
of incredible ingredients, food adventures, unex-

pected dishes, delicacies, and edible wonders. It 
reveals food’s central place in our lives, history, 
science, art, and traditions from historical to re-
cent discoveries. (Available Oct. 12)

Until next month, happy reading.

The staff at the Covered Treasures can be  
contacted at books@ocn.me.

By Janet Sellers
Stems heavy with seeds
Frosty mornings, pick them now,
Apples red, and green.

September gave us many warm afternoons and 
only a few chilly mornings. October looks to do 
the same, and we can still get our harvests, es-
pecially with using the frost cloth as help. I will 
be putting up the hoops and the frost cloth for 
autumn and winter gardening. February will be 
our coldest month, so I still have hope for Octo-
ber, November, December, and possibly January 
for some crops to thrive. If they are in the ground 
and growing in October, they’ll keep going for 
months if protected. 

We’ve had some very sneaky varmints in the 
garden and likely some grasshoppers tasting our 
delicious food crops. I think I planted about 50 
green bean plants, and I got nothing except the 
“almost” bean pods and then something grabbed 
them all. Varmints didn’t invade any of the plants 

I sprinkled with cayenne pepper, but any rain or 
sprinkler watering washes that off and then the 
food is up for grabs. Every year is different, and 
a challenge, but worth the effort if only a lovely 
time out with nature and the soil to heal the soul.

The apple trees around town have had a bum-
per crop, with plenty to share, and the pears are 
everywhere. These late bloomers always thrive 
despite our late snowy, frosty weather that zaps 
my March apricot blooms. Driving around town, 
we see the apple and crabapple trees loaded with 
fruit, and most of the cherry trees are loaded, 
too. Chokecherry harvests were record high, and 
I hear that friends’ chokecherry brandies are in 
full swing. 

Many in our community have reported bum-
per crops and wonderful harvests especially with 
the evasive tomatoes. This is quite a coup, be-
cause sometimes we get a great crop and some-
times we don’t. Lots to consider. Our annual 
September frost made a lot of gardeners hurry 

out to get the green tomatoes yet again for green 
tomato salsa. I just toss them in the freezer and 
use them as needed, which is so easy compared 
to canning. I got just a few strawberries all sea-
son and look to have a full bed of them next year.

In October, when most people think that 
harvesting is key, we can also put in seeds and 
start some late season, cold weather crops. I have 
newly planted beans, beets, herbs, peas and the 
like and they are thriving. I had to let my radishes 
go to seed pods, but frankly, those taste the best, 
even better than the radish root. The tender pods 
are laced with a light, delicate radish flavor. Snow 
peas also thrive now. 

Tell us your local gardening secrets—we’d 
love to hear from you.

Janet Sellers is an avid lazy gardener, letting 
Mother Nature lead the way. Send your successes 

and tips to JanetSellers@ocn.me.

High Altitude Nature and Gardening (HANG)

Autumn with an altitude

By Harriet Halbig
Free math tutoring has returned to the Monu-
ment Library! Monday afternoons from 3:30 to 
6:30, come to the library for free help with math 
at all levels. No appointment is necessary. All vol-
unteer tutors are experienced teachers. Tutoring 
will not be held on library or school holidays.

The community room is available for reser-
vations. Please see the website PPLD.org and 
look under services under meeting/study rooms. 
Be sure to have alternate dates in mind

Construction on the ADA-compliant ramp at 
Palmer Lake Library continues. 

Please note that all library facilities will be 
closed on Monday, Oct. 4 for staff training.

**********
Harriet Halbig may be reached at 

harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Right: Construction continues on the new ADA-
compliant ramp at the Palmer Lake Library. Photo by 
Lisa Ward, manager of Mobile Library Services.

September Library Events

Math tutoring returns
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By Janet Sellers
The Art Hop completed its 2021 season on Sept. 
16 with beautiful music, artists, poets, and visual 
art throughout the town. Our community is re-
storing its conviviality and enjoying our outdoors 
and local places, and indeed our autumn arts 
enjoyment will continue with monthly events 
around town.

At Bella Art and Frame Gallery, poets Tom 
McGuire, Jessy Randall, and Sarah Nance joined 
artist Pam Aloisa in the ancient Greek tradition 
of ekphrasis. Ekphrasis, from the Greek mean-
ings of “telling out,” “recount,” and “description” 
can focus on an artifact or a poem describing a 
visual work of art that could be real or imaginary. 

Homer’s description of Achilles’ shield in 
Book 18 of The Iliad stands at the beginning of 
the ekphrastic tradition. We are close to ekphra-
sis in our contemporary culture with lyrics such 
as those in Don McLean’s song Vincent (also 
known as Starry Starry Night), where McLean 
describes many of Van Gogh’s paintings with lyr-
ics about the colors and seasons of flowers, har-
vests, and snow.

Such intimate descriptions of seasons as 
McLean creates in Vincent, without actually say-
ing the season, is also indicative of Japanese hai-
ku poems. Often, friends will make haiku poems 
at a gathering, or create a small painting together 
with a haiku poem written in calligraphy. This is 

called “shikishi” haiku painting. I did this with 
artist friends in Japan. Of course, they helped 
correct my Japanese, but we had a lot of good 
times making them. It’s also a fun school project 
for kids, since haiku are simple and fun to create.

Our rich artful culture is strongly influenced 
by the ancients in visual art, poetry, song, and 
more. While much of our thinking in Western 
education is rooted in ancient Greco-Roman in-
fluence, locally we also have our indigenous in-
fluences and nature, and these are close by for 
the discovering, no museum needed.

In the times when few people could read and 
write, art was an important means of communi-
cation. Just as we take photos today to remember 
special events, the arts of our ancients helped re-
cord events in ancient Greece, Egypt, and Rome. 
Our local indigenous culture has recorded spe-
cial communications through a prolific number 
of bent trees, known as culturally modified trees, 
prayer trees, or spirit trees, and rock formations 
and sacred sites. 

One of the biggest and hugely fascinating 
works of indigenous art we have close by and vis-
ible is the Elephant Rock we can see from High-
way 105 between Monument and Palmer Lake. 
Upon close examination, we can see details of 
the elephant anatomy including the neck, head 
shape, eyes and eyelids, mouth and more. 
Janet Sellers is an artist, writer, and speaker liv-

ing in the Tri Lakes area. Reach her at 
JanetSellers@ocn.me.

Above: From left, poets Jessy Randall and Sarah Nance, artist Pam Aloisa, and poet Tom McGuire share their 
creativity in poetry and painting at the last Art Hop event of the season on Sept. 16. Dr. McGuire explained the 
ideas behind the three poets’ ekphrastic poetry, which is a tradition in describing a visual work of art in poetry. 
Each poet read their poems and were available along with the painter to discuss their works with visitors 
throughout the evening. Photo by Janet Sellers.

Art Matters

Our local, artful life

Above and below: The fifth annual Monu-Palooza was held Sept. 4 at Limbach 
Park in Monument. According to Charlie Searle, who helped plan and organize 
the festivities, about 500 people turned out for the eight-hour event. Six bands 

performed, including local groups Ashtonz, Eighty3, Skin & Bones, and Mosquito 
Pass. Vendors were on hand to provide food and other services. Mark your calendar 
for Sept. 4, 2022 for the sixth annual Monu-Palooza. Photos by Steve Pate.

Annual Monu-Palooza draws hundreds, Sept. 4

Snapshots of Our Community
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Left: Phil Keaggy brought his virtuoso 
guitar playing, formed over a 40-year 
musical career, to the Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts stage on Sept. 11. Performing 
for the fifth time at the TLCA, Keaggy 
played instrumental, rock, and Christian 
songs during his performance to a sold-
out and appreciative audience. His song 
list included Shades of Green, Love Broke 
Through, and Can You See Me from his 
days with the famed Glass Harp, and 
the Beatles’ Here Comes the Sun and 
Salvation Army Band. Keaggy created 
a unique “mix” during each song as he 
sampled guitar riffs and other sounds, 
then played lead and rhythms overtop to 
deliver a full and unique sound. Upcoming 
events at the TLCA can be found at www.
trilakesarts.org. Photo by David Futey. 

Above (from left): Mark VanderMeer, co-owner of CrossFit 7070; Monument Board 
of Trustees member Mitch LaKind; 4th Judicial District Attorney Michael Allen; Tri-
Lakes Monument Fire Protection District (TLMFD) Chief Andy Kovacs; Monument 
Police Department (MPD) retired Army Chaplain Col. Phillip F. Wright; MPD Chief 
Sean Hemingway; Town of Monument Mayor Don Wilson; state Rep. Tim Geitner, 
District 19; and Town Manager Mike Foreman. State Sen. Paul Lundeen, District 9, 
(not pictured) also attended. On Sept. 11, 2021, members of the MPD, TLMFPD, the 
9-11 Chapter of the America Legion, state and local officials, and members of the 
public gathered on the 20th anniversary of 9/11 to conduct a Memorial Ceremony 
at Monument Town Hall that continued at CrossFit 7070 to honor the 2,977 people 
who lost their lives on the morning of Sept. 11, 2001. Flags were lowered at the 
Town Hall and a police car/fire engine siren sounded, followed by a moment of 
silence that began at 6:46 a.m. MDT for the first flight that crashed into the North 
Tower of the World Trade Center in New York City and were repeated at 7:03 a.m. 
for the South Tower. Both 110-story towers collapsed within an hour and 42 minutes. 

Above: The ceremony continued at CrossFit 7070 for a special “Heroes’ Workout of 
the Day” to raise funds for Honor Guard uniforms for MPD and TLMFPD. Squad 8 
Eagle 8 Air Force Academy Cadets also participated, and AFA Cadet Joshua Coya 
described the attack on the Pentagon, Arlington County, Va. A moment of silence 
was also held during the workout at 7:37 a.m. for the lives lost at the Pentagon 
and at 8:07 a.m. for the lives lost in the Shanksville, Pa., field on a flight that was 
meant to fly over Washington, D.C., and would likely have targeted either the U.S. 
Capitol or the White House. The four commercial passenger airline flights were 
hijacked by 19 terrorists intent on a murder-suicide mission, and the events remain 
the deadliest terrorist attack in human history and the single deadliest incident for 
firefighters and law enforcement officers in the history of the United States. The 
9-11 Chapter of the America Legion has conducted this ceremony nationwide for 
the past 19 years to remind the nation’s youth of the events that transpired on that 
day. For more information visit www.legion.org and www.neverforget.org. Photos 
by Natalie Barszcz.

9/11 Memorial Ceremony - 20th Anniversary, Sept. 11

Monument Junction, Sept. 15

Phil Keaggy at TLCA, Sept. 11Palmer Lake Wine Festival, Sept. 11

Above and right: The second-ish annual 
Palmer Lake Wine Festival (last year’s 
festival was canceled) was held Sept. 11 in 
the Palmer Lake recreation area. This turned 
out to be a great afternoon for friends to 
socialize and enjoy the smoke-free fresh air. 
Proceeds from the sold-out event help support 
Tri-Lakes Cares. Participants sampled local 
wines, ciders, and other spirits while being 
entertained by the Monument Jazz Quartet 
and other musicians. Photos by Steve Pate.

Above: On Sept. 15, Classic Homes hosted a community meeting in Woodmoor at 
The Barn for residents near their Monument Junction development on either side 
of Jackson Creek Parkway (JCP), south of Highway 105. Residents within 500 
feet of this development were invited to the meeting which covered phase 1 of the 
development, in the northwest section of JCP. Andrea Barlow of NES, the project 
manager for the development said that it would include 204 residences in a mix of 
densities on about 40 acres. The entire project will comprise 554 residences and 
four commercial sits on about 84 acres.  More information on phase 1 can be seen 
at https://bit.ly/3mm0alJ. Barlow noted that the developer, Classic Homes, would 
provide interim improvements to JCP and to Highway 105 in terms of turn lanes and 
restriping as needed for this phase. The larger project of widening JCP would fall 
to the Town of Monument with each developer contributing a proportional amount 
to the project, she said. About 40 residents attended and asked questions about 
traffic, water, and schools. These questions were fielded by Barlow, Monument 
town planner, Debbie Flynn, and Classic Homes CEO Doug Stimple and others. 
Classic Homes video taped the meeting and may post it at some point, said 
Stimple.Photo by Jackie Burhans

Map courtesy N.E.S.
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Above: The musical duo Roma Ransom played lively music, drawing in the Art 
Hop visitors to relax at the Bliss Studios patio, on Sept. 16 for the last Art Hop of the 
season. They play an eclectic mix of gypsy, jazz, jam, and music inspired by that 
of distant places in faraway times with violin, fiddle, guitar, saxophone, percussion, 
and other instruments. Photo by Janet Sellers.

Above: David Moore stands with his artwork at the Sept. 16 Art Hop while sharing 
his background in art making and teaching at the local high school. Moore grew up 
in Colorado Springs and has taught art locally in public schools. He enjoys sharing 
his passion with others. Photo by Janet Sellers.

The Last Art Hop of 2021, Sept. 16

Art Hop, Aug. 19

Above: The Tri-Lakes Cruisers Car Club of Monument presented a $5,000 check 
to Tri-Lakes Cares (TLC) on Sept. 24. The funds were raised by the Cruisers’ 18th 
annual Benefit Car Show. Cruisers President Lon Wartman says this year’s show 
raised a record amount of money for TLC. Christine Bucher, who coordinated the 
show arrangements with the Cruisers, said support from groups like this “is critical 
to the success of our mission.” From left are Tammie Octney, Joe Mentek, Pam 
Frisbie, Christine Bucher, and Joy Hammitt. Photo by Wilson Hitchings.

Left: Country-western leg-
end and Grammy award-win-
ner Suzy Bogguss returned 
to the Tri-Lakes Center for 
the Arts (TLCA) stage on 
Sept. 23. Bogguss wanted to 
keep the show “uplifting,” let 
the “audience know they are 
special” and that they “take 
away a community spirit.” All 
of those were accomplished 
during her one-set, sold-out 
performance, which included 
a mid-set “meet and greet” 
from the stage with the au-
dience. Audience members 
came from as far as Texas to 
hear her originals and cov-
ers. Bogguss started the set 
with her hit Outbound Plane, 
followed by other hits includ-
ing Aces, in celebration of 
the 30-year anniversary of 
the same titled platinum al-
bum. In honor of Merle Hag-

gard, an early influence in her career, she and her acoustic band performed Let’s 
Chase Each Other Around the Room, Today I Started Loving You Again, and If We 
Make It Through December. Photo by David Futey.

Bogguss at TLCA, Sept. 23 Cruisers donate to TLC, Sept. 24

Above: The historic former Henry’s station store on Front Street in Monument is 
no more. Only an equipment operator and one other person were on site during 
the demolition when this photo was taken Tuesday, Sept. 21. Longtime resident 
Sharon Williams, who saw the demolition in progress, said, “It was important for me 
personally to pay my respects as the last vestiges of one of our great pioneering 

families was vanishing before my eyes.” According to Lucille Lavelett in Through the 
Years at Monument, Colorado, the Rio Grande Railroad came through Monument 
in 1869. In 1872, the railway station was named after “Dutch” Henry, postmaster 
and proprietor of the dry goods store at that location. OCN hopes to have more 
coverage of the history of the building in our Nov. 6 issue. Photo by Steve Pate.

Historic former Henry Station Store demolished, Sept. 21
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Our Community NoticesWhy advertise in OCN?
•	 OCN is mailed FREE to every resident and business in the Tri-

Lakes area. We	mail	more	than	21,400	copies	every	month	and	
put	another	700	copies	in	stacks	throughout	the	area. OCN has	
the	largest	mailed	circulation	and	the	third-largest	circulation	
among	 local	 newspapers	 in	 El	 Paso	County	 after	The Gazette	
and	The Colorado Springs Independent.	We	put	copies	of	OCN	
into	the	hands	of	those	people	most	likely	to	buy	your	products	
or	services:	local	residents	and	businesses.	

•	 OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area news.	 Since	 its	
founding	in	2001,	OCN	has	been	presenting	unbiased,	detailed	
coverage	of	Tri-Lakes	area	governmental	entities	and	their	de-
liberations	and	actions.	Credibility	is	key.	Advertising	in	a	cred-
ible	medium	typically	rubs	off	on	the	advertisers	in	that	media.

•	 OCN gives preference to Tri-Lakes area businesses.	 As	 part	
of	OCN’s	 long-standing	 commitment	 to	encouraging	 the	eco-
nomic	health	of	the	Tri-Lakes	area,	we	offer	a	significantly	dis-
counted	ad	rate	 to	Tri-Lakes	area	businesses	as	a	way	 to	help	
local	businesses	like	yours	succeed.	

•	 OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication schedule help 
stretch your ad budget.	OCN	has	one	of	the	lowest	ad	costs	per	
printed	copy	of	any	local	publication.	Since	OCN	 is	a	monthly	
publication,	your	ad	is	out	there	for	a	month—more	than	four	
times	 longer	 than	other	 local	papers.	Many	of	our	advertisers	
tell	us	they’re	still	getting	calls	in	the	third	and	fourth	week	of	
the	month.

•	 OCN doesn’t use contracts.	You	aren’t	 tied	down.	Adjust	your	
advertising	month-to-month	to	meet	your	changing	needs.	Our	
advertisers	advertise	with	us	because	they	see	benefit	in	it,	not	
because	they’re	bound	by	a	contract	they	signed	months	before.	
To	reward	frequent	advertisers,	OCN has	a	Frequent	Advertiser	
Bonus	(FAB)	rewards	program.	You	earn	up	to	10%	of	your	ad	
cost	as	a	reward	you	can	use	to	reduce	the	cost	of	future	OCN	
advertising.	The	more	 you	 advertise	with	OCN,	 the	more	 you	
save.	 Thanks	 to	 our	 FAB	 rewards	 program,	 OCN	 advertisers	
have	saved	more	than	$94,800!	

•	 You are supporting a good thing.	Your	advertising	dollars	sup-
port	a	unique	all-volunteer,	Tri-Lakes-focused	effort	to	present	
factual,	comprehensive	news	to	all	Tri-Lakes	area	residents	and	
businesses.

And the best reason of all: It works!

Crystal Wright, Crystal’s In-Home Training - “I have had the 
best success with advertising in the Our Community News for 
my business. 95% of my new clients are coming from this local 
paper, and I couldn’t be more pleased. If you are thinking of 
advertising in the Monument area, I recommend you advertise 
with this paper.”

Mike Smith, Woodsmith Custom Creations - “OCN is the only 
paper that works for me. I’ve tried other newspapers, one that 
comes out daily and another that comes out weekly. Compared 
to the results I get from advertising in the OCN the other papers 
are flops. I get a fairly priced ad in my targeted area with calls 
referencing my ad every month. It can’t be beat!”

Randi and Dale Sehestedt, Woodmoor Handyman and Snow 
Plowing	-	“OCN is the only paper we advertise in and it consis-
tently brings us plenty of good local customers. Great paper and 
great people to work with.”

Mary Sue Hafey, Fringe Benefits Custom Interiors	 -	 “Since I 
starting advertising with OCN years ago, it has helped brand my 
company while consistently increasing my exposure and sales!”

Elba D’Asaro, Spa Medica	-	“OCN ads work!”

Mike Reaster, Guitar Lessons	-	“Ads in OCN work great for me. I 
tried other local papers and got no response. Thanks to my ads 
in OCN, I can work from home and make a decent living. All my 
work comes from my ads in OCN.”

For more information on advertising, go to 
www.ocn.me/advertise.htm or contact John Heiser at 

(719) 488-3455 or ads@ocn.me.

By Janet Sellers
Although we strive for accuracy in these 
listings, dates or times are often changed 
after publication. Please double-check 
the time and place of any event you wish 
to attend by calling the information 
number for that event. Please notify us 
if your event listing needs to be updated.

Seniors Driver’s License 
Electronic Renewal

 With the implementation of the Driv-
er’s License Electronic Renewal By 
Seniors Act (HB21-1139), Colorado se-
niors now have the permanent ability 
to renew their driver license or identi-
fication card online, but there are new 
laws to understand. Information is 
online via mycolorado.state.us. Some 
restrictions apply to drivers aged 21-
80, and drivers over 80 need a special 
doctor’s statement.  Coloradans who 
are concerned about an elder family 
member’s ability to drive should email 
dor_mvhelpdesk@state.co.us. 
El Paso County—Department of 

Motor Vehicles online 
and kiosks

Clerk & Recorder’s Office provides 
motor vehicle and driver’s license ser-
vices. 30+ services at mydmv.colorado.
gov. Renew registration online or at a 
kiosk. Make appointments. check in for 
appointments and wait where it’s con-
venient for you. The DMV encourages 
Coloradans to skip the trip and use its 
online services whenever possible. So 
before your next trip to the DMV, re-
member to save time, go online. Visit 
DMV.Colorado.gov/Save-time for more 
information. See epcdrives.com. 

CO 21 (Powers Blvd.) & 
Research Pkwy. construction

Work will be completed in fall 2022 and 
will consist of replacing the current at-
grade intersection with an innovative 
Diverging Diamond Interchange by 
constructing
an overpass for Powers Boulevard/
Colorado Highway 21 traffic to move 
continuously through the intersection 
over Research Parkway. For many more 
details and rendering of final configu-
ration, including a video showing new 
traffic flow, see https://cccpi.net/cdot-
powers-research.pdf.

I-25 and CO 21 (Powers Blvd) 
Interchange updates

The new northbound I-25 exit ramp 
to Northgate Blvd. is now open. A new 
interchange and a ¾-mile stub of state 
highway CO 21 (Powers Blvd.) will soon 
connect I-25 to Voyager Pkwy. This $65 
million project is the first part of a two-
part plan. Funding has not yet been se-
cured to connect CO 21 from its current 
terminus at CO 83 & Interquest Pkwy. 
to Voyager Pkwy. For a map of the new 
interchange and connection from I-25 
to Voyager Pkwy., see https://i25pow-
ers.com/.

MVEA scholarships 
and summer trips

Mountain View Electric Association’s 
Youth Leadership Trip Contest offers 
a chance to win a trip to Washington, 
D.C., or be invited to Colorado Elec-
tric Education Institute’s Cooperative 
Youth Leadership Camp in Steamboat 
Springs. Deadline Nov. 11. MVEA’s col-
lege scholarship program deadline is 
Jan. 17. 

MVEA planning 
broadband service

Mountain View Electric Association is 
planning to provide reliable, affordable, 
high-speed fiber broadband service to 
all its 51,000 members in the next six 
years. MVEA and Conexon Connect 
teams are now designing and mapping 
the network. It hasn’t been determined 

what areas and neighborhoods will be 
included in the first phase, but mem-
bers will be updated as those decisions 
are made. For more information about 
MVEA and Conexon Connect’s fiber-
to-the-home project, visit www.mvea.
coop/broadband.

Palmer Lake seeks residents 
to serve the community

The Town of Palmer Lake continues to 
seek volunteer residents to serve on 
upcoming potential seats for the Plan-
ning Commission, the Parks Commis-
sion, and the Board of Adjustments. 
The Planning Commission meets once 
a month on the third Wednesday. The 
Parks Commission meets a minimum 
of once a month but also has opportu-
nity to be involved in Work Groups for 
various Park areas. The Board of Ad-
justments meets up to once a month 
on the first Tuesday, as needed. To 
qualify, you must be a resident of the 
Town of Palmer Lake for a minimum of 
12 consecutive months and be at least 
18 years of age. See www.townofpalm-
erlake.com. 

Photos of past Palmer Lake 
festivities needed

If you have photos to share from past 
Palmer Lake winter festivities (Win-
terfest, Yule Log, Star Lighting, etc.), 
please share them to the town website 
info@palmer-lake.org with a descrip-
tion of the timeframe and festivities. 
The Parks Commission will be gather-
ing memorabilia to assemble an ex-
hibit.

Work around 
Palmer Lake Town Hall

The ramp reconstruction work on the 
town museum and library is well un-
derway. Also, Town Hall roof restora-
tion will continue into December. Thus, 
staff is alerting residents that typically 
stroll through the town green area to 
be cautious and respectful of the con-
struction equipment and process in 
the weeks and months ahead. Further-
more, due to construction crew parking 
in the area lots, it may be limited park-
ing. Please feel free to contact the office 
to assist with business that can be con-
ducted by phone or email for your con-
venience. Phone: 719-481-2953, Email: 
info@palmer-lake.org. Unfortunately, 
the Town Hall will not be available to 
rent for events through this time. Thank 
you for your understanding, and we 
look forward to celebrating both proj-
ects getting completed!

Palmer Lake Vaile 
Museum to reopen

Plans to reopen soon with several new 
exhibits upon completion of the im-
proved handicap accessible ramp. We 
are in great need of volunteers to carry 
on the work of the society. Visit www.
PalmerDivideHistory.org or call 719-
559-0837. 

Noxious weed removal 
is our responsibility

As a private property owner, you are 
responsible for the removal of noxious 
weeds on your land to keep them from 
spreading. We often see plants we think 
are pretty that are really noxious. To see 
photos to help you identify local nox-
ious weeds and get tips on removal and 
control, see https://assets-communi-
tyservices.elpasoco.com/wp-content/
uploads/Environmental-Division-Pic-
ture/Noxious-Weeds/Noxious-Weed-
Control-Book.pdf .

Area code required soon for 
local (719) and (970) calls

Colorado customers with numbers in 
the 719 and 970 area codes should start 
dialing 10-digits (area code + telephone 
number) for all local calls. They will still 
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count as local calls. Beginning Oct. 24, 10 digits will be 
necessary for all local calls or they will not go through. 
Check your safety and security alert devices to be sure 
they are programmed with 10-digit dialing. You can 
still dial just three digits to reach 711 (relay services) 
and 911 (emergency services) and other local three-
digit services including 211, 311, 411, 511, 611, 711 or 
811 are currently available in your community, dial 
these codes with just three digits.

Openings on Monument boards
The Town of Monument has openings on its Planning 
Commission and Board of Adjustments. For more 
information, visit http://townofmonument.org/261/
Available-Board-Openings. 

Volunteer for Tri-Lakes Cares
There are many areas within Tri-Lakes Cares that you 
can help serve. Volunteers interact with clients, stock 
the food pantry, distribute grocery orders, process do-
nations, pack Snack Packs for local youths, and con-
tribute in many other ways to the success of Tri-Lakes 
Cares. Becoming a volunteer is easy and fun. For 
details, contact Volunteer Coordinator Nichole Pet-
tigrew, 719-481-4864 x113, VolunteerCoordinator@
Tri-LakesCares.org; or visit https://tri-lakescares.org/
volunteer/. 

Tri-Lakes Cares needs us
Tri-Lakes Cares is the only food pantry and human 

services organization located in and serving northern 
El Paso County through emergency, self-sufficiency, 
and relief programs. The community-based, volun-
teer-supported center is a critical resource for our 
neighbors in need. The best way to help support Tri-
Lakes Cares is to make a financial donation. For more 
information about Tri-Lakes Cares or how you can 
help, contact Nicole Pettigrew, director of Volunteers 
and Community Partnership, at 719-481-4864 Ext. 
111; communityengagementmanager@tri-lakecares.
org; or visit www.tri-lakescares.org.

YMCA Three Race Series
Three races and one great cause: Creepy Crawl, Sat., 
Oct. 30;  Turkey Trot, Thu., Nov. 25; and Jingle Jog, 
Sat., Dec. 11. See details at ppymca.org/raceseries 
and ad on page 6.

LEAP—help for heating bills 
The Low-Income Energy Assistance Program (LEAP) 
is a federally funded program that provides cash as-
sistance to help families and individuals pay a portion 
of winter home heating costs. The eligibility period for 
LEAP runs Nov. 1-April 30. Application packets will 
automatically be mailed to residents who received 
LEAP assistance last year at the address where they 
were living at that time. To find out if you qualify for 
LEAP, call 1-866 HEAT-HELP (866-432-8435) or visit 
www.colorado.gov/cdhs/leap.

WMMI seeks volunteers
WMMI has positions for docents/tour guides, front 
desk, landscaping, and building and maintenance. 
For more details, contact Loretta, 719-488-0880, or 
email Volunteer@wmmi.org. See ad on page 14

Free services for seniors
Mountain Community Senior Services offers free 
transportation and handyman services to Tri-Lakes 
seniors. Private transportation to medical appoint-
ments or a grocery store is now provided by Envida, 
719-633-4677. If you need grab bars in the bathroom, 
a ramp to your door, or repair of stairs or railings, 
please call 719-488-0076, and leave a message or visit 
www.coloradoseniorhelp.com.
Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free

Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of infor-
mation for local seniors, including the daily menu of 
the senior lunches offered Monday through Friday at 
the Mountain Community Mennonite Church, 643 
Highway 105, Palmer Lake. It also contains the sched-
ule of the classes and events for the month at the Se-
nior Citizens Center and senior-friendly library pro-
grams. To subscribe, send an email with your name 
and mailing address to SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.
org. Senior Beat can also be viewed online at www.
TriLakesSeniors.org. 
■

By Janet Sellets
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates 
or times are often changed after publication. Please 
double-check the time and place of any event you wish 
to attend by calling the info number for that event. 
Please contact calendar@ocn.me with changes and 
additions.

G O V E R N M E N TA L  B O D I E S
• El Paso County Planning Commission meet-

ing, Thu., Oct. 7 and 21, 9 a.m. Regional Devel-
opment Center, 2880 International Circle, Colo. 
Springs. Meetings are live streamed on the El 
Paso County News & Information Channel at 
https://www.elpasoco.com/news-information-
channel. Meets first & third Thu. (if required). 
Info: 719-520-6300, https://planningdevelop-
ment.elpasoco.com/.

• Monument Board of Trustees meeting, Mon., 
Oct. 4, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Normally meets 
first and third Mon. Info: 719-884-8017, www.
townofmonument.org/260/Board-of-Trustees 
for remote attendance links. 

• El Paso Board of County Commissioners meet-
ing, every Tue., Oct. 5, etc., 9 a.m. view agendas 
and meetings at www.agendasuite.org/iip/el-
paso. Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade Ave., Suite 
150, Colo. Springs. Meets every Tue. Info: 719-
520-6430, www.agendasuite.org/iip/elpaso.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District board meet-
ing, Wed., Oct. 13, 9 a.m., call-in only: 650-479-
3208, Access Code 76439078, 120 Middle Gl-
enway. Meets second Wed. Info: 719-481-2732. 
www.plsd.org.

• Monument Planning Commission meeting, 
Wed., Oct. 13, 6 p.m. Town Hall Board Room, 
645 Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Meets second 
Wed. To see the options for remote public par-
ticipation in each meeting, visit www.townof-
monument.org/263/Planning-Commission-
Board-of-Adjustment. Info: 719-884-8028. www.
townofmonument.org.

• Monument Academy School Board meeting, 
Thu., Oct. 14, 6 p.m. at the West Campus in the 
library. Meetings will alternate each month be-
tween East and West Campus from now on. See 
website. Meets second Thu. Info 719-481-1950, 
www.monumentacademy.net/school-board/
board-meeting-minutes/. 

• Palmer Lake Board of Trustees meeting, Thu., 
Oct. 14 and 28, 6 p.m. Palmer Lake Town Hall, 
28 Valley Crescent. Meets second and fourth 
Thu. Info: 719-481-2953, all for current meeting 
location. www.townofpalmerlake.com.

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District board 
meeting, Mon., Oct. 11, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor 
Dr., Monument. Meets second Mon. Info: 719-
488-2525, www.woodmoorwater.com.

• D38 District Accountability Advisory Com-
mittee (DAAC) meeting, Tue., Oct. 12, usually 
meets five times per school year on the second 
Tuesday of the month (Oct., Nov., Jan., Feb., 

Apr.). https://www.youtube.com/user/LPSD-
Community. Info: 719.481.9546, vwood@lewis-
palmer.org.

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Com-
mittee meeting, Tue., Oct. 12, 10 a.m., 16510 
Mitchell Ave. Meets second Tue. Info: Bill Burks, 
719-481-4053.

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 board meet-
ing, Mon., Oct. 18, 6-10 p.m., Learning Center, 
146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets third Mon. 
Livestream on the district’s YouTube channel: 
w w w.youtube.com/user/LPSDCommunit y, 
agenda and supporting documents at https://
go.boarddocs.com/co/lewispalmer/Board.nsf/
vpublic. Info: 719- 488-4700, vwood@lewis-
palmer.org, www.lewispalmer.org.

• Monument Board of Trustees meeting, Mon., 
Oct. 18, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Normally meets 
first and third Mon. Info: 719-884-8017, www.
townofmonument.org/260/Board-of-Trustees 
for remote attendance links.

• Wescott Fire Protection District board meet-
ing, Tue., Oct. 19, 4 p.m. Station 1, 15415 Gle-
neagle Dr. Meetings are usually on the third 
Tuesday. The DWFPD board is not allowing the 
general public to attend in person. Virtual in-
structions via website/administrator. For in-
formation, call Executive Administrator Stacey 
Popovich at 719-488-8680 or see www.wescott-
fire.org. 

• Monument Sanitation District board meet-
ing, Wed., Oct. 20, 9 a.m., 130 Second St. Zoom 
meeting. Find joining instructions on the web-
site. Meets third Wed. Info: 719-481-4886, www.
colorado.gov/msd.

• Academy Water and Sanitation District board 
meeting, Wed., Oct. 20, 6 p.m. Public can join 
the Skype meeting: https://join.skype.com/
PAcujKTn7Nrh. Check the website for a link: 
https://academywsd.colorado.gov/notices-and-
alerts, Wescott Fire Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle 
Dr. Meets third Wed. Info: 719-481-0711, https://
academywsd.colorado.gov.

• Palmer Lake Town Planning Commission 
meeting, Wed., Oct. 20, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets third Wed. 
Info: 719-481-2953, www.townofpalmerlake.
com.

• Black Forest Fire/Rescue Protection District 
board meeting, Wed., Oct. 20, 7 p.m., Station 1, 
11445 Teachout Rd. Meets third Wed. Info: 719-
495-4300, www.bffire.org.

• Triview Metropolitan District board meeting, 
Thu., Oct. 21, 5:30 p.m., 16055 Old Forest Point, 
Suite 302, Monument. Meets third Thu. Info: 
719-488-6868, www.triviewmetro.com.

• Donala Water & Sanitation District board 
meeting, Thu., Oct. 21,1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein 
Dr. Meets third Thu. Check the website for the 
access code for the electronic meeting, Thu. 
Info: 719-488-3603, www.donalawater.org.

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
board meeting, Wed., Oct. 27, 6:30 p.m. Zoom 

meeting. Find joining instructions at www.
tlmfire.org or contact Jennifer Martin, 719-484-
0911. Location change: From May-Oct. 2021 the 
meetings will be held at the Chamber of Com-
merce, 166 Second St., downtown Monument. 
Meets fourth Wed. Info: www.tlmfire.org.

• Woodmoor Improvement Association board 
meeting, Wed., Oct. 27, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets fourth Wed. Info: 
719-488-2693, www.woodmoor.org.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Orthopedic and neurological exams through 

Oct. 31, Noel Relief Centers, 1840 Woodmoor Dr. 
Suite 100-9, www.noelreliefcenters.com. See ad 
on page 2.

• Monument Cleaners special pricing through 
Oct. 31, 15932 Jackson Creek Parkway in the 
Monument Marketplace. See ad on page 5.

• Eagle Wine and Spirits 10% off a variety of spir-
its through Oct. 31, Jackson Creek Pkwy and 
Baptist Rd. next to King Soopers. See ad on page 
3.

• Colorado pumpkin patch, Activities through 
Oct. 31; 18065 Saddlewood Road, for more in-
formation and pricing visit Coloradokidsranch.
com.

• Monument Hill Farmers Market, every Sat. 
through Oct. 30, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Jefferson St. (D-
38 Lewis-Palmer Admin parking lot). Many new 
vendors plus all your old favorites. Please wear a 
mask. www.fb.com/monumenthillfarmersmar-
ket. 719-592-9420. See ad on page 5.

• Group of Artists (GOA), SUSPENDED, Nor-
mally meets first Sat. 10 a.m.-noon, 304 Hwy. 
105, Palmer Lake. Lively discussions about art 
topics, general studies on creativity. Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts (TLCA) Info: 719-481-0475, 
info@trilakesarts.org. Additional information 
available on Facebook.

Our Community Calendar
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• Monument Hill Kiwanis Club meeting, in per-
son every Sat., 8 a.m. MHKiwanis.org, Monu-
mentHillKiwanis@gmail.com for details; guests 
are welcome at weekly meetings featuring 
speakers on a variety of topics and a free conti-
nental breakfast at normal meetings. Member-
ships open to the public. Join the 150+ men and 
women of the Tri-Lakes area who work together 
to make a difference for youth and our commu-
nity. Info: RF Smith, 719-210-4987, www.MHKi-
wanis.org. See ad on page 3.

• Neighborhood Net, every Sat., 10 a.m. Ama-
teur radio operators practice for emergencies 
on weekly repeater nets so neighbors can help 
neighbors. Sign up at www.mereowx.org/neigh-
borhood-net or contactus@mereowx.org.

• The Wine Seller Free Wine Tastings, every Sat., 
1-4 p.m., 2805 Roberts Dr., Monument. Info: 719-
488-3019, www.thewineseller.net. 

• Lions Clubs Bingo, every Sat., 10 a.m., and 
Wed., 7 p.m.; Carefree Bingo, 3440 N. Carefree 
Circle, Colo. Springs. Tri-Lakes Lions Club’s 
portion of the proceeds benefit those in need in 
the Tri-Lakes Community. Info: Jim Naylor, 719-
481-8741 or www.trilakeslionsclub.org.

• Palmer Lake Art Group. Usually meets second 
Sat. A variety of art programs are offered af-
ter the social gathering and business meeting. 
Guests welcome. Mountain Community Men-
nonite Church, 643 Hwy. 105, Palmer Lake. Info: 
719-460-4179, www.palmerlakeartgroup.com.

• Tri-Lakes Parkinson’s Disease Support Group, 
SUSPENDED, third Sat. ; if you need any help, 
please call Syble or Barry. 10 a.m.-noon, Monu-
ment Community Presbyterian Church, 238 
Third St., Monument. Come for socializing, dis-
cussions on Parkinson’s-related issues includ-
ing available support, and occasional speakers. 
Info: Syble Krafft, 719-488-2669; Barry (group 
president), 719-351-9485.

• Faithful Friends discussion group, usually 
third Sat., 3-4:30 p.m. Wesley Owens Coffee. 
Sept. 18: Our women’s discussion topic: “What 
is your forwarding address after that last heart-
beat?” Info: Ellen, 303-526-5000 or Sandi, 719-
237-3359. All ladies are welcome to our open 
discussion group. 

• The Centering Prayer Group at Black Forest 
Community Church. Sat., Oct. 2, 8:30-10 a.m. 
The Old Log Church. Meets the first Sat. of ev-
ery month. Centering prayer opens and closes 
the meetings with discussion and fellowship in 
between; open to all. Contact Rev. Roger Butts, 
719-433-3135, for information.

• The Speedtrap, every Fri. & Sat. Music on the 
patio, 7-10 p.m. Open 8-2 every weekday, later on 
weekends. 84 Hwy. 105, Palmer Lake. Info: 719-
488-2007, Updates: www.speedtrapbistro.com. 
See ad on page 5.

• Community and business expo, Sun., Oct. 17, 
Tri-Lakes YMCA 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy

• Tri-Lakes United Methodist Church, every 
Sun., 8 and 11 a.m. traditional, 9:30 a.m. con-
temporary. Both in-person (no registration nec-
essary) and livestream at tlumc.org/live. Watch 
live or on replay: facebook.com/tlumc, you-
tube.com/tlumc. Info: 719-488-1365, tlumc.org. 
20256 Hunting Downs Way, Monument. See ad 
on page 2.

• Fuel Church Sunday Service, every Sun., Con-
nection 9:30-10 a.m. New Service times, 10:45 
a.m. Live service streaming at fuelchurch.org 
at 11:25 a.m., Mountain Community Mennonite 
Church, 643 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Nursery and 
kids’ service. Non-denominational, spirit-filled. 
Need prayer? Email us info@fuel.org. See ad on 
page 13.

• Al-Anon Zoom Meeting, Just for Today Online, 
every Mon., 9 -10 a.m. Zoom Meeting ID: 889 
4142 7446. Email: justfortodayonline@gmail.
com for meeting password.

• Women’s A.A. Step Study, every Mon., 6:30 p.m., 
meeting remotely, check for details. Family of 
Christ Lutheran Church, 675 Baptist Rd. Park in 
west lot. Info: 866-641-9190.

• Monument Life Recovery Group, every Mon., 
6:30-7:30 p.m., The Ascent Church, 1750 Deer 
Creek Rd. This faith-based support group is for 
those seeking freedom from all hurts, habits, 
and hang ups. Daycare provided for children 
under age 11. Info: 303-946-2659, liferecovery-
groups.com/meetings/life-recovery-group-3/. 

• Amateur Radio WØTLM (Tri-Lakes Monument 
Radio Association), Mon., Oct. 18, Meets the 
third Mon. All amateur radio operators or those 
interested in becoming one are welcome. Info: 

Joyce Witte, 719-661-9824, Joycewitte@gmail.
com; www.W0TLM.com.

• Monument Hill Kiwanis Bingo, every Mon., 
7:30 p.m., Carefree Bingo, 3440 N. Carefree Cir-
cle, Colo. Springs. All proceeds benefit those in 
need in the Tri-Lakes community. Info: bingo@
mhkiwanis.org.

• Monument Tuesday Trailblazers, Every Tue. in 
October, 3-8:30 p.m.Trails End Taproom Monu-
ment 252 Front Street. Details: Trails End Tap-
room.com/Trail Blazers

• Essentrics Fitness Program at Senior Center, 
every Tue. at 9 a.m. & Thu. at 10 a.m., Lewis-
Palmer High School modular building across 
from the YMCA, on Jackson Creek Pkwy. Reg-
istration & info: Sue Walker, 719-330-0241, 
trilakesseniors.org.

• Grief Share Support Group, Tue., Oct. 25, 10:30 
a.m.-noon, Meets the last Tue. Tri-Lakes Senior 
Center, across the street from the YMCA. The 
Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance has partnered with 
Colorado Palliative and Hospice Care to host a 
13-session grief support group in Monument. 
RSVP & info: Sue Walker, 719-330-0241.

• Bingo by the American Legion, Every Tue. 
Game sales start at 5 p.m., games start at 6 p.m., 
the Depot Restaurant, Palmer Lake. Proceeds go 
to scholarships and other community support 
activities. Info: 719-488-8659, http://legion-
post9-11.org/

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry 
(WMMI), Lecture Series, Tue., 7-8 p.m. Check 
the website, 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 
A). RSVP and info: 719-488-0880, RSVP@wmmi.
org, www.wmmi.org.

• Tri-Lakes YMCA Senior Coffee, SUSPENDED, 
every Tue., 9:30-11:30 a.m., 17250 Jackson Creek 
Pkwy., Monument. Members and non-members 
are welcome. Socialize, have coffee and snacks 
in the front lobby. Free. Info: 719-630-2604, 
https://ppymca.or,g/locations/north/tri-lakes/
tri-lakes/holly-brandon.

• Tri-Lakes YMCA race series, Sat., Oct. 30 
Creepy Crawl, Palmer Lake, stroller and dog 
friendly. www.ppymca.org/raceseries See ad on 
6

• Children’s Literacy Center, every Tue. & Thu., 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Provides free one-on-one literacy 
tutoring to Tri-Lakes children in grades 1-6 who 
are reading below grade level. Tutoring is at the 
Tri-Lakes Senior Center. For more information, 
to become a volunteer tutor, or to enroll your 
child, visit www.childrensliteracycenter.org 
or email Christine Jeffson at Christine@child-
rensliteracycenter.org. 

• D-38 Home School Enrichment Academy, 
every Tue. or Thu. 2021-22 school year, for K-8 
grade homeschooled students to cultivate a love 
of learning through explorations in art, music, 
PE, science, and more. www.lewispalmer.org/
hsea. 

• Al-anon meeting: Monument Serenity, ev-
ery Tue., 7:30-8:30 p.m., find online and phone 
meetings. Ascent Church (formerly the Tri-
Lakes Chapel), 1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monument. 
Info: Kay, 719-481-9258, www.al-anon-co.org.

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, Connections Café 
sites, Every Wed. will have “grab and go” (pre-
pared meals). A $2.25 donation is requested. 
Please call 719-884-2300 to reserve your meal. 
Meals on Wheels and Home Delivered Meals 
will deliver frozen meals for the week to Monu-
ment. Food Pantry offers a “pick up only” model 
for clients. Mon.-Fri., noon-12:30 p.m., Moun-
tain Community Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy. 
105, Palmer Lake. See the menu for the month 
in the Senior Beat newsletter. Stay for bingo the 
second Thu. Reservations are requested at 719-
884 2300.

• Colorado Springs Philharmonic Guild Listen-
ing Club, Wed., Oct. 21, Third Wednesday each 
month, free virtual event. Maestro Wilson will 
conduct monthly hour-long programs. RVSP at 
www.cspguild.org//

• Gleneagle Sertoma, meets on the first and 
third Wed., 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. El Padrino, 
13425 Voyager Pkwy., Colorado Springs. The 
longest continuously serving civic service orga-
nization in northern El Paso County features a 
program speaker addressing local topics of in-
terest. Duane Gritzmaker, dwgritz@gmail.com 
or 719-649-9220.

• Senior Social, Meets fourth Wed. except Nov. 
and Dec., 1-4 p.m., 12455 Black Forest Rd. Info: 
aarpchapter1100blackforest,weebly.com.

• Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Wednesday night 

fellowship classes, every Wed., 6-7:30 p.m., 
20450 Beacon Lite Road, Monument (corner of 
Beacon Lite & County Line Roads). Info: 719-
488-9613, gregsmith@trilakeschurch.org, www.
trilakeschurch.org.

• Kehilat, Zoom Bible Study, every Wed. 6:15 p.m. 
Bring your hungry and tired so they can be filled 
and more blessed. Ms. Williams, 719-453-6279. 

• Tri-Lakes Cruisers, First Wed. of every month 
at 7 p.m. A nonprofit car club. Tri-Lakes Cham-
ber of Commerce community room, with nu-
merous activities and events each month. Club 
membership applications are now being accept-
ed and are available on the website: tl-cruisers.
weebly.com on the “ABOUT” page.

• Black Forest AARP Potluck Lunch & Meeting, 
Second Wed. 12455 Black Forest Rd. Meetings 
info: Stan, 719-596-6787, www.aarpchapter-
1100blackforest.weebly.com.

• Senior Bingo, third Wed. Silver Alliance Senior 
Center, Lewis-Palmer High School campus. 
Masks required. Space is limited to 16 partici-
pants. RSVP & info: Sue Walker, 719-464-6873, 
or email sue@monumentalfitness.

• Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, third Wed. 
via Zoom; POC Delbert Zehrung, 559-362-3223. 
7 p.m., The Country Club at Woodmoor, 18945 
Pebble Beach Way, Monument. New members 
welcome. Info: Post Commander Joe Carlson, 
405-326-2588, jcarlson@vfw7829.org, www.
vfw7829.org.

• VFW Auxiliary to Post 7829, third Wed., meet-
ing by videoconference, 7 p.m., The Country 
Club at Woodmoor, 18945 Pebble Beach Way, 
Monument. Guests are welcome to join; con-
tact carlsonmkc@aol.com for instructions on 
how to connect. If you are a relative of a veteran 
who served on foreign soil during war or other 
military action, you may be eligible. Info: Kathy 
Carlson, 719-488-1902, carlsonmkc@aol.com.

• Networking breakfast, Thu., Oct. 7, 21; Tri-
Lakes Chamber of Commerce in person or via 
Zoom 166 2nd Street Monument 7:30 - 9 a.m. 
free registration at TriLakeschamber.Com

• Al-Anon meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 
9-10:15 a.m. at Ascent Church, 1750 Deer Creek 
Rd., Monument. For additional information go 
to www.al-anon-co.org

• A.A. Big Book Study, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family 
of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. 
Call 425-436-6200, access code 575176#.

• Bridge, SUSPENDED, meets second Thu. Silver 
Alliance Senior Center, 1300 Higby Rd., Monu-
ment, Sept.-June Info: www. blgc.org.html.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, SUSPENDED, second 
Thu., , Tri-Lakes Chapter. Info: https://blgc.org/.

• Friends of Fox Run Park, meets fourth Thu. 
Zoom meeting, 6-7 p.m., email friendsoffoxrun-
park@gmail.com, they will email you the link 
the day of the meeting. Join the growing group 
to learn about volunteering and supporting the 
park for safety, trails, trees, education, more. 
Info: marlenebrown@ocn.me.

• Palmer Lake Historical Society, Thu., Oct. 21, 
7 p.m., The Long Expedition, a presentation by 
John Stansfield, Tri-Lakes Chamber of Com-
merce-Community Rm., 166 Second St., Monu-
ment. Meets the third Thu., Nov. 18, Colorado’s 
10th Mountain Division. PLHS is now restarting 
its monthly programs September thru Novem-
ber at a temporary location due to the continued 
restoration of the traditional PLHS meeting lo-
cation. Info: 719-559-0837, www.palmerdivide-
history.org. 

• Take & make static electric ghosts, Fri., Oct. 8, 
10-5 p.m. Monument Library 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr., ages 5 to 12. contact Athena at LCa-
zier@ppld.org

• Gleneagle Women’s Club, SUSPENDED, Third 
Fri., Sept.-June. Come for lunch, book discus-
sions, bridge, and more. Location for lunch var-
ies. Info: Syble Krafft, 719-488-2669.

• Tri-Lakes Women’s Club Monthly Luncheon. 
Third Fri. every month, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Wedge-
wood Black Forest, 12375 Black Forest Rd. Meet-
ings are open to all members of Tri-Lakes Wom-
en’s Club. To become a member, or learn about 
the club, visit our website at tlwc.net or email 
sleggie26@me.com. 

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), every Fri., 
8 a.m., Monument Chamber of Commerce, 166 
Second St., Monument. Info: Terry, 719-684-
4912, or visit www.TOPS.org.

• Silver Center Book Club, Second Fri., 11 a.m.-
noon, Senior Center across the street from Tri-
Lakes YMCA, on Lewis-Palmer High School 
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campus. All are welcome. Coffee & snacks 
served. RSVP & info: Sue, 719-330-0241.

• Monumental Impact Network Event, second 
Fri., 5 p.m. for high school students, businesses 
and community members interested in tech-
nology and engineering. Support high school 
students in technology, engineering, and entre-
preneurship career pathways. 55 Adams St. Info: 
719-387-7414, enable@monumentalimpact.org. 
Through Fall 2021

• Monumental Impact Open Builds, every Fri. 
from 3-6 p.m. Bring your own technology, engi-
neering, and/or entrepreneurial projects or just 
come for the comradery. Open to high school 
students and adults. 55 Adams St. Info: 719-387-
7414, enable@monumentalimpact.org. Through 
Fall 2021

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• A Better Hearing Center. Free hearing screen-

ing through Oct. 31. A Better Hearing Center, 
574 W. Hwy 105. (719) 627-9271. ABetterHearing-
Center.Com. See ad on page 11.

• Cornerstone Cleaners, alterations and tailor-
ing special, through Oct. 31, 1030 W. Baptist Rd. 
near King Soopers. (719) 487-0268. See ad on 
page 4.

• Monument Cleaners, cleaning specials through 
Oct. 31. 15932 Jackson Creek Parkway In the 
Monument Marketplace. (719) 481-4485. See ad 
on page 5.

• Monumental MedSpa, specials through Oct. 31. 
At The Loft, 4 Hwy. 105, Palmer Lake. See ad on 
page 7.

• The Living Room, special through Oct. 31, 
12229 Voyager Pkwy, Suite 100 Colorado Springs 
80921. See ad on page 5.

• Wreaths Across America, Fri.-Sun., Oct. 1-3. 
McCord’s Garden Center, 105 & McShane. Show 
your support! American Heritage Girls. Wreath-
sacrossamerica.org. 

• WMMI Miners’ Pumpkin Patch, Sat. Oct. 9 , 16, 
23, 30, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 225 Northgate Blvd. $10 
online ticket, $12 gate ticket, kids under 3 free. 
wmmi.org. See ad on 9

• Arts Month: Monument Lake Mural Project 
Every Sat. starting Oct. 9 and go throughout the 
month until completion, 9-4 p.m. In celebration 
of Arts Month 2021, the community of Monu-
ment is invited to Monument Lake to help paint 
a mural of the Front Range designed by local art-
ist Lawson Barney. For questions, please email 
events@tomgov.org

• Palmer Lake Community Chip/Mulch days, 
Sat., Oct. 9, 9 a.m.- 1 p.m.

• McCord Garden Center Last day of the season, 
Sat., Oct. 9, www.mccords.com. See ad on page 
5.

• Awake the Lake .5K, Sun., Oct. 10, 9 a.m. to 
noon Fundraiser for Awake Palmer Lake, the 6th 
annual event, 500 meters. Includes donut feed 
station, beverages afterward at O’Malley’s. Fun, 
good costumes, and goodwill.

• MVEA member appreciation days, Wed., Oct. 
13, 11-1 p.m. Limon office 1655 Fifth St., Limon; 
Thu. Oct. 14, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Falcon Office, 11140 
E. Woodmen Rd., Falcon. Join MVEA for lunch to 
celebrate 80 years of powering possibilities. See 
ad on 9

• Dyslexia Awareness Month, Open House, Thu. 
Oct. 14, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 1864 Woodmoor Drive 
Suite 216, Crossroads Literacy LLC and New 
Hope Reading Center LLC. See ad on page 5.

• Annual Pumpkin Giveaway, Sat., Oct. 16, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. 15986 Jackson Creek Parkway at the 
clock tower. Free candy, live music; bring a non-
perishable food item for the food drive. Monu-
ment professional firefighters.

• 100+ Women Who Care Bi-Annual Meet-
ing. Wed., Oct. 20, 5:30 p.m. Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr, Monument. We are 100+ 
w omen committed to contributing $100 two 
times a year to local Tri-Lakes charities, which 

will positively impact our communities by al-
lowing us to give up to $20,000 annually. To-
gether we can make a difference that we can 
see! Big impact, without a big commitment. For 
more information on how to join us visit: http://
www.100womenwhocaretrilakes.com/.

• Palmer Lake Historical Society, Thu., Oct. 21, 
7 p.m., The Long Expedition, a presentation by 
John Stansfield, Tri-Lakes Chamber of Com-
merce-Community Rm., 166 Second St., Monu-
ment. Meets the third Thu., Nov. 18, Colorado’s 
10th Mountain Division. PLHS is now restarting 
its monthly programs September thru Novem-
ber at a temporary location due to the continued 
restoration of the traditional PLHS meeting lo-
cation. Info: 719-559-0837, www.palmerdivide-
history.org. 

• Community Business Expo & Job Fair in part-
nership with Tri-Lakes YMCA. Thu., Oct. 21, 
4-7 p.m. Tri-Lakes YMCA,17250 Jackson Creek 
Pkwy. Vendor registration info available soon. 
See www.trilakeschamber.com/community--
business-expo.html. 

• Book Launch, author signing To Starve an Em-
ber by Lisa Hatfield, Sat., Oct. 23, noon-3 p.m. at 
Covered Treasures Bookstore, 105 Second St. , 
Monument, 719-481-2665. See ad on page 4.

• Front Range Maker’s Market. Sat., Oct. 23, 9 
-4p.m. & Sun., Oct. 24, 10 - 3 p.m. Lewis-Palmer 
High School indoors. 125+ vendors (makers, art-
ists, crafters, boutiques, food). 1300 Higby Rd., 
$5 . 25th year. 719-510-1477. www.FRmakers-
market.com. See ad on page 32

• Trunk or Treat, Fri., Oct. 29, 5-7 p.m. food 
trucks, 6-7 p.m. trunk or treating. St. Peter Cath-
olic School, 124 First St., Monument. Free . See 
ad on 2

• Palmer Lake Historical Society meeting, Thu., 
Nov. 18, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Chamber of Com-
merce-Community Rm., 166 Second St., Monu-
ment. Presenter Col. Tom Duhs, Colorado’s 10th 
Mountain Division, followed with refreshments. 
All are welcome. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. 
Info: 719-559-0837, www.palmerdividehistory.
org.

• Monumental Impact for Technology, Engi-
neering and Entrepreneurship (MITEE) Exhi-
bition, Sat., Nov. 20. Areas for drones, combat 
bots, Jetbots, Donkeycars and more. Currently 
looking for sponsors and volunteers. To partici-
pate or get involved, contact us at enable@mon-
umentimpact.org, 719-387-7414.

• Joys of the Season Holiday Home Tour,  Fri.-Sat., 
Nov. 19-20, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tour five profession-
ally decorated homes in north El Paso County to 
benefit community non profits. Presented by St. 
Aubyn Homes and Tri- Lakes Women’s Club. For 
details and tickets, visit Joysoftheseasonht.org. 
See ad on page 32.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-
available basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored 
by local governmental entities and not-for-profit orga-
nizations. We include events that are open to the gen-
eral public and are not religious or self-promotional in 
nature. If space is available, complimentary calendar 
listings are included, when requested, for events ad-
vertised in the current issue. To have your event listed 
at no charge in Our Community Calendar, please call 
(719) 339-7831 or send the information to calendar@
ocn.me or Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, Mon-
ument, Colorado 80132.

Content
Articles in Our Community News focus on the delib-
erations of Tri-Lakes area governmental bodies such 
as the Monument Board of Trustees, Palmer Lake 
Town Council, and many of the local water, sanita-
tion, fire, and school district boards. 

Unlike papers that try to figure out what the “sto-
ry” is and then get quotes on each side to presum-
ably lead the reader to conclude what the “truth” is, 
OCN’s role is to report in detail on public meetings 
of local governmental entities. We report what was 
talked about and what was decided. By reading OCN, 
you can find out what you might have learned if you 
had attended those public meetings. In this context, 
“truth” is that the articles accurately represent what 
transpired at the meetings. 

The content of ads, inserts, and letters to the edi-
tor in OCN is solely the responsibility of the adver-
tisers and authors who place those ads, inserts, and 
letters. The appearance of an ad, insert, or letter in 
OCN does not imply endorsement of the ad, insert, 
or letter’s content or purpose. While OCN does not 
knowingly run false ads, inserts, or letters, we do not 
research the accuracy of that content. Readers are 
encouraged to do their own research prior to com-
mitting to use the products or services offered or ac-
cept the conclusions of letters to the editor. Readers 
with concerns about the content of an ad, insert, or 
letter should take up those concerns with the adver-
tiser or author.

Contact John Heiser, Publisher, at johnheiser@
ocn.me or (719) 488-3455 with any questions.

Support Our Community.
Volunteer with OCN!

Please join us today! Meet a group of interesting 
and committed people. Learn new skills—use your 
enthusiasm and creativity to benefit our communi-
ty and celebrate unfiltered information. Please call 
John Heiser, Publisher, at (719) 488-3455, or email  
johnheiser@ocn.me to see how you can contribute. 
Contact us today! 

Look for our next issue  
Saturday, Nov. 6  

 

Ad space reservations due: Fri., Oct. 15  
Finished ad artwork due: Fri., Oct. 22 
Letters to the editor due: Fri., Oct. 22 

Calendar items due: Fri., Oct. 29 
 

Visit our website to read, download, and 
search all the back issues at  

WWW.OCN.ME 

 

OCN is published on the  
first Saturday of each month by 

Colorado Cooperative Association  
Our Community News, Inc.  

John Heiser, President 
 (719) 488-3455—FAX: (828) 645-9022 

 

Advertising: ads@ocn.me 
Back issues: www.ocn.me 

Editorial content: editor@ocn.me 
Event information: calendar@ocn.me 

 

© Copyright 2001-2021 
Our Community News, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1742 
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742 

All rights reserved. 

Letters to Our Community
Our Community News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor on topics of general interest to readers in the 
Tri-Lakes area. We do not knowingly print letters 
that are substantially the same as letters that have 
been submitted to other publications. To ensure 
that OCN contains a variety of viewpoints, each 
letter writer is limited to a maximum of one (1) let-
ter per issue and six (6) letters within a twelve (12)
month period. To submit a letter, please:
• Email your letter, preferably as an attached 

Microsoft Word document, to editor@ocn.me 
or mail a copy to Our Community News, P.O. 
Box 1742, Monument, CO 80132-1742.

• Identify your submission as a letter to the edi-
tor and confirm that it has not been submitted 
to any other publication.

• Include a suggested headline or title that sum-
marizes the topic you are addressing.

• Limit your letter to no more than 300 words 
including your suggested headline and clos-
ing.

• Include your full name, home address, phone 
numbers, and email address, if you have one. 
Only your name will be published.

• Submit your letter so we receive it no later 
than midnight, Friday, two weeks prior to the 
publication date. 

If you have not received an acknowledgement two 
days after your email submission or one week af-
ter you mailed your letter, please contact Jennifer 
Kaylor, Managing Editor, at (719) 488-3455 or edi-
tor@ocn.me. At OCN’s sole discretion, we may ask 
you for clarification of your statements. Include 
references, such as website links, in your letter for 
any facts and figures you cite. OCN does not guar-
antee every letter will appear in print or on-line 
and does not guarantee a publication date. De-
pending on the space available, the number of let-
ters printed in an issue may be limited to the first 
12 received. Letters containing personal attacks or 
endorsements for or complaints about individual-
ly-named commercial products or services will 
not be published.
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Support Our Community. Shop Tri-Lakes and Black Forest!

Support Our 
Community. 
Advertise 
in OCN!

We offer inexpensive ads 
especially considering 
our very large circulation. 

Every month more than 
21,400 copies of OCN 
are delivered by mail to 
businesses and residents 
throughout the Tri-Lakes 
area. Another 700 copies 
are placed in stacks in 
local shops and offices. 

For information on OCN 
advertising, contact John 
Heiser at (719) 488-3455 
or ads@ocn.me or visit 
www.ocn.me/advertise.
htm.

Dr. Tony George and staff 
welcome you to our clean, 

friendly facility to treat your 
family’s dental needs.

Open Mon.-Thu. 
Call for details. We look 
forward to seeing you!

Our mission is to practice minimally invasive 
techniques using the highest quality materials  

to insure healthy, esthetic teeth for  
the life of our patients.

Call for a complimentary exam, professional 
consultation, and x-rays for new patients.

1880 Willow Park Way Suite 101, Monument
(719) 488-8880 • www.monumentdentalarts.com

Don’t get 
spooked!

There is still time for us to provide 
amazing customer service, fast 
closings, and a knowledgeable 
team...Much better than a bank!
Ask about our hero’s program!
The Fox Mortgage Team is here 

to help you refinance or purchase  
your dream home!

Fox Mortgage
Amy Yocom-Vos

Call or text

719-963-0764
NMLS#2090225 CO100518057
719-728-8831

 

Our clients say it best… 
“I had Botox and Filler done by 

Elba and she did a fantastic job. I 
always had these procedures 
done by a plastic surgeon and 
Elba did a way better job.”—

DEBRA B.  
“Thank you for the excellent 

treatment on my feet.”—GREG M. 

SKIN & LASER Medical Spa 
Where Science meets Beauty 
FREE NO OBLIGATION 

CONSULTATION  

Elba D’Asaro, RN 
719-487-SKIN (7546) 
550 Hwy 105, Suite 100 

Monument, CO 
www.spameplz.com 

 

Laser Hair 
Removal, Laser 
Toenail Fungus 

treatment, 
Radio-Frequency, 
Injections, Fillers, 

and Facials. B12 Injections to 
Boost Your Immune System. 

 

FRIDAY, NOV 19 & SATURDAY, NOV 20   10AM - 4PM 

T  5     N   
E  P  C   B  C  N . 

www.JoysoftheSeasonHT.org 

Shop local makers online 
all holiday season at 

Handcrafted Items | Holiday & Home Decor | Fine Art | Photography 
Painted Signs | Body Care | Candles | Handmade Jewelry 

Boutique Clothing | Unique Gifts | Delicious Eats + Holiday Treats 

120+ vendors | $5 entry at the door  
saturday 9am-4pm | sunday 10am-3pm   

lewis palmer high school   

markets’maker 

F R O N T  R A N G E

HAAS VISION
C       E       N       T       E       R

Surgical and 
Medical Eye Issues
•	 Cataract	Specialists	

•	 Glaucoma

•	 Macular	Degeneration

•	 Allergies

•	 Diabetic	Retinopathy

•	 Dry	Eyes	

You	won’t	leave	until	all	of	your	questions	 
have	been	answered!

Visit	Us	in	our	New	Location!
6760	Corporate	Drive,	Suite	180,	Colorado	Springs,	CO	80919

www.haasvisioncenter.com

Dr.	David	Davis, M.D.,FACS (L)
Dr.	Michael	G.	Haas, M.D. (R) 

Board-Certified Ophthalmologists 

(719)	272-4227

Less	than	
15	minutes	
from	

Monument!
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