Saturday, November 6, 2021

OCN

Right: At a special
board workshop on
Oct. 5, Monument
Academy board members and staff hosted
over 30 parents to solicit input on options,
priorities, and ideas
for its phase two buildout of its east campus.
Small groups were formed to consider and report back on how to retain more
eighth-graders to high school; whether sixth grade should stay at east campus,
move back to west campus, or be split based on parent choice; the need to prioritize a new academic wing; adding a full-size gym and more sports fields; adding
a performing arts space and more. The current bonds will need to be refinanced
and the goal is to have more space by fall 2023. Photos by Jackie Burhans.

The next regular board meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, Nov. 11 at 6 p.m. at the east campus band
room in person only. The MA School Board usually meets at 6 p.m. on the second Thursday of each
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Adult/Senior Day Service

month. For more information, see https://bit.ly/maboe.
Jackie Burhans can be reached at
jackieburhans@ocn.me.

Caregivers, find out
how to make your
life easier.
Let us assist in the care
of your loved one

755 Highway 105, Suite C

Lewis-Palmer D38 Board of Education, Oct. 18

Board hears presentation on student mental
health, recognizes local partnerships,
discusses staff compensation
By Harriet Halbig
The Lewis-Palmer D38 Board of Education addressed
a number of important issues at its Oct. 18 meeting,
including student mental health supports, local community partnerships, and a detailed consideration of
staff compensation as compared to neighboring districts.

Examination of student
mental health supports

Palmer
Ridge
High
School Senior Thomas
Fry gave the keynote
speech at a recent meeting of the Social-Emotional Wellness Coalition. This year is the Year
of the Story for that organization, and Fry offered
his personal experiences
in hopes of improving
the district’s response to
mental health challenges
Above: Thomas Fry,
among students.
a senior at Palmer
Fry emphasized that
Ridge High School,
mental health needs to
provided a student
be thought about and
voice on the state of
taught about in schools.
teenage mental health
The stigma related to
and what schools and
mental health must be
teenagers can do to
eliminated in order to enhelp. Photo by Jackie
courage students to seek
Burhans
the help they need.
He said that students do not seek help for a number of reasons in this district, including a challenging
academic schedule, fear of being judged, concern
that they may not be heard and taken seriously, unwillingness to admit something might be wrong, and
unwillingness to admit they can’t cope without help.
Solutions offered by Fry included increasing the
number of counselors and making them more accessible as they are often hard to find and are responsible
for a large number of students; offering seminars on
the subject of mental health or devoting class time to
discussion of the issue, creating a welcoming environment to encourage personal interaction between
staff and students, and creating peer support groups

SUPPORTING STRUGGLING READERS
Join Us: Literacy Skills for Preschoolers
Practical games for your pre-reader

(For parents and teachers, drop by anytime)

Wednesday, November 10
6:30-8:30

1864 Woodmoor Drive, Suite 216

RSVP:
www.crossroadsliteracy.com

(719) 488-1415

liftingspirits@qwestoffice.net
www.liftingspiritscare.net

BLACK FOREST CHEF
Something Different for the Holidays
Have Chef Sandy make a delicious
Yule Log dessert the whole family
will enjoy!

or clubs to address the subject.
Fry stated that 20% of teens suffer from anxiety
disorder, 8% suffer from depression, and 23% suffer
from insomnia. When one realizes this, it is apparent
that it is an issue which needs to be addressed.

719-426-8475

Strategic Plan Priority 3: Deepen
professional learning culture
committed to continuous growth

Superintendent KC Somers spoke of creating a program to express gratitude to the staff for their efforts
and achievements and to create additional training
and support for substitutes.
The district will recruit members for a new Financial Advisory Committee in order to examine ways
in which available resources are used. The unofficial
October student count revealed an additional 140
students over last year’s count, making further funds
available over the budget created in June.
Somers offered a detailed PowerPoint on the subject of staff compensation, comparing D38 with seven
other districts in the area. Comparisons are challenging due to a number of factors, such as varying cost of
living, provision of transportation, and mill levy override funding.
The district is among the lowest in compensation
for licensed staff (teachers, administrators) and the
lowest for bus driver compensation.
District 49 has a mill levy override on this year’s
ballot, and Districts 12 and 20 have successfully
passed overrides over the past few years. District 38
last passed an override in 1999.
Somers stressed that federal funding during the
COVID emergency could not be applied to such recurring expenses as salaries.
To view Somers’ PowerPoint slides, please refer
to boarddocs in the Board of Education section on the
district website.
To address the problem, Somers said that work is
being done to develop pathways to improve the situation, with projected solutions to be reported in the
spring.

Sonja Search, CNA

SNOW PLOWING
Licensed and Insured
(719) 640-5751
(719) 650-7252
1-719-568-2957

“The employees are so helpful and friendly and knowledgeable.” - Jill Y.
“Great selection of plants and pottery!” - Amy E.

15% OFF!

with this ad. Good through November 30, 2021.

the living room
bring life to your home

12229 Voyager Pkwy, Suite 100
Colorado Springs, CO 80921

(719) 203-6189 • www.thelivingroomplants.com

Monument Cleaners

The CDC and WHO have
declared that the dry
cleaning process kills
most viruses!
•Sand•Gravel•Soil•Mulch•
———————
•Delivery•
Environment-Friendly
Draperies · Wash & Fold
Smaller Trucks
Cool Hat READERS
Wedding Gowns
SUPPORTING STRUGGLING
1 to 5 Ton Loads
Same-Day Service

Top Hat Hauling

2 Comforters
Any Size...$60!

Extra charges may apply for stain
treatment or pet hair removal.

or 10% OFF

for new
Join Us: Literacy Skills for Preschoolers
customers
Practical games for your pre-reader
and active duty military.
(For parents and teachers, drop by anytime)
Wednesday, November 10
6:30-8:30

1864 Woodmoor Drive, Suite 216

Present or mention coupon at time of drop off. Offers
cannot be combined. Good through 11/30/21.

- Serving RSVP:
Monument Cleaners
• Homeowners
www.crossroadsliteracy.com
Your personal quality cleaner
• Contractors
All cleaning, except leather, done on-site.
From the Tri-Lakes area to Peyton!
15932 Jackson Creek Parkway
We also do

Call Russ (719) 301-5996
www.tophathauling.com

In the Monument Marketplace

(719) 481-4485

alterations!

