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By Janet Sellers
Although we strive for accuracy in these 
listings, dates or times are often changed 
after publication. Please double-check 
the time and place of any event you 
wish to attend by calling the informa-
tion number for that event. Please no-
tify us if your event listing needs to be 
updated.

D38 free and reduced price 
school meals policy

Applications for free and reduced price 
school meals, instructions and an infor-
mation letter to households are available 
at each school or online at www.lewis-
palmer.org/nutritional services. 

Drop the Distracted Driving
Colorado has a law that bans texting 
while driving for drivers of all ages. CDOT 
found that most people have a “Do Not 
Disturb While Driving” feature on their 
phone in a recent survey, but many don’t 
know how to use it. The unexpected can 
happen in an instant. Be proactive, learn 
how to enable this feature see DropThe-
Distraction at distracted.codot.gov.
The safety stop is now state law

Bicyclists in Colorado now have safe and 
legal options for navigating through inter-
sections after governor Jared Polis signed 
Colorado house bill 22-1028 into law on 
Wednesday, April 13, 2022. The new law, 
which allows bicyclists and users of low-
speed conveyances to treat stop signs as 
yield signs and stop lights as stop signs 
when they already have the right of way, 
goes into effect immediately statewide. 
Info: bikecoloradosprings.org.

Neighborhood safety
What qualifies as suspicious activity? 
“If you see something, say something.” 
It’s vital to report to local law enforce-
ment. Suspicious activity can refer to 
any incident, event, individual or activ-
ity that seems unusual or out of place. 
Some common examples of suspicious 
activities include: A stranger loitering in 
your neighborhood or a vehicle cruising 
the streets repeatedly. Someone peering 
into cars or windows. Here’s what local 
authorities and Colorado Department of 
Public Safety says is needed information: 
Who did you see; what did you see; when 
did you see it; where did you see it; why 
it is suspicious. Call 911 or your local law 
enforcement agency.

Rotary Club coming to Tri-Lakes
Rotary International has 1.4 million 
worldwide with clubs in every country 
on this planet. Rotary focuses on local 
and international communities on im-
proving education, saving mothers and 
children, clean water, sanitation, growing 
local economies, and protecting the en-
vironment via its member business pro-
fessionals, teachers, real estate persons, 
developers, medical doctors, nurses, 
housewives, and retired people serving 
to change lives locally and globally. Lo-
cal info: Dr. Qureshi at 719 229 1648 or 
kqureshico@yahoo.com and www.Ro-
tary.org. 

Seniors Driver’s License 
Electronic Renewal

With the implementation of the Driver’s 
License Electronic Renewal By Seniors 
Act (HB21-1139), Colorado seniors now 
have the permanent ability to renew 
their driver license or identification card 
online, but there are new laws to under-
stand. Information is online via mycolo-
rado.state.us. Some restrictions apply to 
drivers aged 21-80, and drivers over 80 
need a special doctor’s statement. Colo-
radans who are concerned about an elder 
family member’s ability to drive should 
email dor_mvhelpdesk@state.co.us. 

DMV online and kiosks
Clerk & Recorder’s Office provides motor 
vehicle and driver’s license services. 30+ 
services at mydmv.colorado.gov. Renew 
registration online or at a kiosk. Make ap-
pointments. check in for appointments 
and wait where it’s convenient for you. 
The DMV encourages Coloradans to skip 
the trip and use its online services when-
ever possible. So before your next trip to 
the DMV, remember to save time, go on-
line. Visit DMV.Colorado.gov/Save-time 
for more information. See epcdrives.com. 

CO 21 (Powers Blvd.) & 
Research Pkwy. construction

Work will be completed in fall 2022 and 
will consist of replacing the current 
at-grade intersection with an innova-
tive Diverging Diamond Interchange 
by constructing an overpass for Powers 
Boulevard/Colorado Highway 21 traf-
fic to move continuously through the 
intersection over Research Parkway. For 
many more details and rendering of final 
configuration, including a video show-

Shiloh Pines wildfire risk reduction

Ice Cave Creek forest restoration 

Our Community Notices

Above: What a great slash chipping day we had on Sept. 17! For 5 1/2 hours, 
20 residents took turns bringing trees and branches to the chipping team from 
Monument Fire (the merger of Tri-Lakes Monument and Donald Wescott Fire 
Protection Districts). Residents thinned out densely packed stands of pines along 
the roadways so that the remaining trees will be healthier and there is less “ladder 
fuel” to feed a wildfire as well as making evacuation in the event of a wildfire 
safer. Shiloh Pines is west of Monument Lake. In the first year of the Shiloh 
Pines Firewise Committee, this is the fifth community fuels reduction event. Of 
47 total lots, 28 actively support and/or are participating in wildfire mitigation. As 
vegetation grows, it’s a constant effort to keep it maintained, whether people do 
the work or leave it to a wildland fire to clean things up. Photo by Gayle Humm, 
Shiloh Pines Firewise Committee.

Above: Along the Ice Cave Creek 
loop on Sept. 23, the aspens 
were beginning their annual 
color displays. A sign, “Logging 
Operations Ahead,” was just a 
couple of switchbacks along the 
Ice Cave Creek Trail (ICCT). The 
“forest restoration project” work will 
continue through Oct. 7 west and 
north of Reservoir 2 and along Ice 
Cave Creek. The ICCT may be 
closed at times until Oct. 3 while 
operations are ongoing. Photo by 
Steve Pate.

Our Community News is an all-vol-
unteer organization. For the past 20 
years, our volunteers have provided 
unbiased reporting on important 
local issues, including real estate 
development, fire departments, 
school districts, and water avail-
ability. We have provided a very fa-
vorable platform for advertising lo-
cal businesses. We have published 
letters to the editor to allow you to 
express your opinions on events af-
fecting the Tri-Lakes area.

Now we find that we have more 
tasks than we have volunteers. 
Some vital jobs where we could use 
your help:
•	 Reporters. Reporting on lo-

cal meetings, what they talked 
about and what they decided. 

•	 Mailing assistants. Count-
ing and lifting tubs of papers 
to take the monthly mailing 
to the post offices and stacks 
of papers to local businesses, 
loading and unloading mailing 
tubs from a truck at two loca-
tions, preparing postoffice pa-
perwork, tub labels, subscrip-

tion labels, etc. 
•	 Drivers. Driving a rental truck 

to various post offices once a 
month. 

•	 Ad sales assistants. We need 
volunteers who love OCN to 
contact local businesses and 
encourage them to advertise in 
OCN.

The time and skills involved vary 
greatly from job to job. OCN will 
provide whatever equipment and 
training you need. 

Please join us today! Meet a 
group of interesting and committed 
people. Learn new skills—use your 
enthusiasm and creativity to ben-
efit our community and celebrate 
unfiltered information.

Please call Publisher John 
Heiser at (719) 488-3455, or email 
johnheiser@ocn.me to see how you 
can contribute. Contact John to-
day! He is waiting to hear from you. 
Together we can ensure that OCN 
continues to provide a vital service 
to our wonderful Tri-Lakes com-
munity.

An important message for our readers

OCN needs your help!Right: On Sept. 17, a sold-out audi-
ence at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts 
(TLCA) received a music history lesson 
as Richie Furay related his 60 years in 
the industry through songs and stories. 
With his daughter, vocalist Jesse Lynch, 
and Dan Skarsa on guitar and vocals, 
the trio opened with Pickin’ Up the Piec-
es, a song from Furay’s groundbreaking 
group Poco. Furay said, “We were just 
a bunch of kids getting together looking 
to cross country with rock and roll.” The 
opening set included his 2015 song, We Were the Dreamers, highlighting the 
music pioneering done by Poco, and the devotional song Wake Up My Soul, as 
he was a pastor in Boulder for 35 years. Furay also provided the journey behind 
his friendship with Stephen Stills and the forming of Buffalo Springfield, comple-
menting it with Stills’ songs On the Way Home and Sit Down, I Think I Love You. 
Photo by David Futey.

Furay at TLCA, Sept. 17


