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managed to raise $31,000. Athletes and parents asked for 
the district’s help, also stating that tickets to games and 
concessions could supply revenue, and savings on water 
use would be considerable.

Geothermal system progress
Later in the meeting, Executive Director of Operations 
and Development Chris Coulter reported on progress in 
completing the geothermal system at Palmer Ridge. The 
original installation failed, resulting in a lawsuit by the 
district against the provider of the system. PVC pipes in 
the system had corroded at the joints and leaked, mak-
ing the system untenable, according to the district.

Work so far has included revising the bore field for 
the system. Several of the original bores could not be 
found. The bore field is now complete.

Phase two involves replacing the 6-inch PVC pipes 
with 6-inch steel pipes which would be less susceptible 
to damage by the water/glycol mixture which will pass 
through them. In addition, replacement of a 100 horse-
power pump with several smaller ones will make the sys-
tem more efficient.

The estimated cost of the second phase and the 
bore field will be $2.55 million. Coulter estimated that 
the savings in maintenance and utilities would repay the 
district’s investment over about nine years, and the sys-
tem should be viable for much longer.

Board President Chris Taylor complimented Coulter 
on his work, pointing out that a year ago the estimated 
cost of the work was $4.55 million. Between the revenue 
from the lawsuit and previously committed funds, about 
$1.6 million has already been committed in this year’s 
budget.

Later in the meeting, following an analysis of the 
district’s budget, it was determined that the district 

could afford to pay for phase two out of the general fund.
Board Director Matthew Clawson and board Secre-

tary Tiffiney Upchurch said they would prefer to put the 
question before the public in advance of a vote. Taylor 
pointed out that the project has been discussed in pub-
lic meetings over the past several months.

Taylor proposed a motion to complete the geother-
mal project with up to $1 million from the general fund. 
The motion passed with Clawson and Upchurch voting 
nay.

Taylor then told Coulter to proceed with the project 
with the intent to complete it by August.

Budget update
Chief Financial Officer Kitte Overton presented a sum-
mary of the proposed 2022-23 budget. The budget must 
be finalized by the end of June.

Overton estimated that if there are 6,414 full-time 
equivalent students in 2022-23 (including Monument 
Academy), the district may expect to receive $9,043 per 
pupil operating revenue (PPOR) in 2022-23, or $583 
more per pupil than this year. This will result in around 
$3 million more than received this year.

The expenditures for this school year have been less 

than anticipated, leaving a considerable amount avail-
able going into 2022-23. (In response to this finding, the 
board later voted to devote up to $1 million to comple-
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MCCORD'S GARDEN CENTER 
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From the Tri-Lakes area to Peyton!
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www.tophathauling.com

- Serving -
•	Homeowners
•	Contractors

Smaller Trucks
1 to 5 Ton Loads

Top Hat Hauling
•Sand•Gravel•Soil•Mulch•

•Delivery• 

Cool	Hat

WE HAVE FIREWOOD FOR SALE!!
Many types of firewood available: Ponderosa pine,

Lodgepole pine, Pinon pine and Juniper

Cottonwood and Aspen coming soon! 

We deliver it to you -- dependable and courteous service

PLEASE CALL FOR RATES...  (719) 491-4811

ConCrete Work
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Many types of firewood available: Ponderosa pine,
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We deliver it to you -- dependable and courteous service
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All types of concrete work
28 Years Experience • Insured

www.sharpestcut.com

Sharpest Cut  719-491-4811
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Boles Custom Contractors 

WOODPECKER 
Control & Repair 

“The System that gets Results” 

Cell: 720-577-0331 
Anything • Construction 

Bobby Boles, Jr, Project Mgr. 

BLACK FOREST CHEF 
 

Surprise your Mom with a 
special  four-layer cake, 
such as lemon, spice, 
chocolate or your choice . 
  Call Chef Sandy  
  today! 

719-426-8475 

Gophers, 
Moles, Voles, 
Burrowing 

Rodent 
Control  

(361) 977-0476 

Gophers-B-Gone 

wwwGophersBGone.net 

Monument Hill 
Farmer’s Market

Starting Sat., 
May 21 & every 
Sat. thereafter, 

8am-2pm
D38 Lewis-Palmer Admin. Building Parking Lot, 
66 Jefferson St. in Downtown Monument. 
Many new vendors plus all your old favorites! 
For more information, call 592-9420.

www.fb.com/monumenthillfarmersmarket 


