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By Janet Sellers
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please dou-
ble-check the time and place of any event you wish to 
attend by calling the info number for that event. Please 
contact calendar@ocn.me with changes and additions.

G O V E R N M E N TA L  B O D I E S
• Forest Lakes Metropolitan District, Pinon Pines 

Metropolitan District 1, 2 & 3 board meeting. Typi-
cally meets quarterly on the first Mon. at 4 pm Meet-
ings are held via teleconference. For virtual joining 
instructions and updates see www.forestlakesmet-
rodistrict.com.

• El Paso Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
regular meeting, every Tue., 9 am. Please note no 
meeting Tues. Sep. 20. View agendas and meetings 
at www.agendasuite.org/iip/elpaso. BOCC land use 
meetings are being held every first and third Tues-
day of the month as needed at 1 pm Centennial Hall, 
200 S. Cascade Ave., Suite 150, Colo. Springs. Info: 
719-520-6430.

• El Paso County Planning Commission meeting, 
Thu., Sep. 1 & 18, 9 am, Regional Development Cen-
ter, 2880 International Circle, Colo. Springs. Meet-
ings are live-streamed on the El Paso County News 
& Information Channel at https://www.elpasoco.
com/news-information-channel. Normally meets 
first & third Thu. (as required). Info: 719-520-6300, 
https://planningdevelopment.elpasoco.com.

• Monument Board of Trustees meeting, Mon., Sep. 
5, 6:30 pm, Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon Lite 
Rd., Monument. Normally meets first and third 
Mon. Info: 719-884-801, www.townofmonument.
org/260/Board-of-Trustees for remote attendance 
links.

• Palmer Lake Board of Adjustments, Tue., Sep. 6, 
5 pm, Palmer Lake Elementary School Library, 115 
Upper Glenway, Palmer Lake. Normally meets first 
Tues.

• Palmer Lake Board of Trustees meeting, Thu., 
Sep. 8 & 25, 5 pm, Palmer Lake Town Hall, 42 Val-
ley Crescent, Usually meets second and fourth Thu. 
Info: 719-481-2953. www.townofpalmerlake.com.

• Monument Academy School Board meeting, Thu., 
Sep. 8, 6 pm at the East Campus in the band room. 
4303 Pinehurst Circle. Meets second Thu. Info 719-
481-1950, https://www.monumentacademy.net/
school-board/board-meeting-minutes/.

• Northern El Paso County Coalition of Community 
Associations (NEPCO) meeting, Sat., Sep. 10, 10 
am–12 pm., Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Dr. 
Members of local HOAs welcome. Usually meets 
bi-monthly second Saturday of the month. www.
nepco.org.

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District board 
meeting, Mon., Sep. 12, 1 pm, 1845 Woodmoor Dr., 
Monument. Meets second Mon. Info: 719-488-2525, 
www.woodmoorwater.com.

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Commit-
tee meeting, Tue., Sep. 13, 10 am 16510 Mitchell Ave. 
Meets second Tue. Info: Bill Burks, 719-481-4053.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District board meeting, 
Wed., Sep. 14, 9 am, call-in only: 650-479-3208, Ac-
cess Code 76439078, 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 
second Wed. Info: 719-481-2732. www.plsd.org.

• Monument Planning Commission meeting, Wed., 
Sep. 14, 6 pm Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon 
Lite Rd., Monument. Meets second Wed. To see 
the options for remote public participation in each 
meeting, visit www.townofmonument.org/263/
Planning-Commission-Board-of-Adjustment. Info: 

719-884-8028. www.townofmonument.org.
• El Paso County Planning Commission meeting, 

Thu., Sep. 15, 9 am Regional Development Center, 
2880 International Circle, Colo. Springs. Meetings 
are live-streamed on the El Paso County News & In-
formation Channel at https://www.elpasoco.com/
news-information-channel. Normally meets first & 
third Thu. (as required). Info: 719-520-6300, https://
planningdevelopment.elpasoco.com.

• Donala Water & Sanitation District board meet-
ing, Thu., Sep. 15, 1:30 pm, 15850 Holbein Dr. Meets 
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Sep. 11, Sat., 7 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun. noon-4 p.m., and Tue., 
Thu. evenings 5-7:30 p.m. $2 drop-off fee for slash, loyalty 
card offers a discount. Free mulch, self-loading from May 
14 through Sep. 17. Info: visit www.bfslash.org. 

Beetle trunk drop off site
There is now a safe drop-off site for infested tree trunks at 
6725 Foxtrot Ln. 80924, near Black Forest Rd. and Wood-
men. Open 6 am to 7 pm daily. Closed July 1 -Sept. 30 (dur-
ing flight season.) Mountain Pine Beetle infested trunk 
wood only, up to 20” size, small amounts of deadfall and 
standing dead trunk wood acceptable, no branches and/
or debris of any type or size allowed. Thank you for assist-
ing in all forest mitigation. Questions? Call or text Charles 
Newman 7 am -7 pm only, 719-352-6168 

Emergency Financial First Aid Kit 
If a disaster happened today, could you easily find your 
crucial household, financial, and medical documents to 
recover quickly? Use the checklists in the free Emergency 
Financial First Aid Kit (EFFAK) to ensure nothing is miss-
ing. Get the EFFAK at: https://go.usa.gov/xHC2m. 

MVEA offers rebates
For information on MVEA’s energy efficiency rebates, visit 
www.mvea.coop/save-energy-money/rebates/, or call 
800-388-9881. See ad on page 12.

The Sunflower is for people 
with non-visible disabilities

Watch for green and yellow sunflower lanyards, brace-
lets, and ribbons, discreet ways to make the invisible vis-
ible. Wearing the Sunflower discreetly indicates to people 
around the wearer including staff, colleagues and health 
professionals that they need additional support, help or a 
little more time. However big or small, your help moves us 
closer to a society where people recognize that an offer of 
help, understanding and kindness can make a huge differ-
ence to the daily experiences that a Sunflower wearer has.

Palmer Lake trailhead parking kiosk
For visitors wanting to park up close to the trailhead, pa-
trons will be required to pay for that parking space. The 
kiosk was installed in February and staff is testing the 
hardware. Please note that the kiosk is for debit and credit 
payments only and the parking payment receipt needs to 
be displayed on the dash of your vehicle. Take care to con-
firm that the license plate number printed on the receipt 
matches your vehicle. The parking fee is $5 plus process-
ing fee and is subject to change for special events, holi-
days, etc., as determined by the Town Board. 

Area code required for local calls
Colorado customers with numbers in the 719 and 970 area 
codes should dial 10-digits (area code + telephone num-
ber) for all local calls. They will still count as local calls. 
Check your safety and security alert devices to be sure 
they are programmed with 10-digit dialing. You can still 

dial just three digits to reach 711 (relay services) and 911 
(emergency services) and other local three-digit services 
including 211, 311, 411, 511, 611, 711 or 811 are currently 
available in your community, dial these codes with just 
three digits.

Openings on Monument boards
The Town of Monument has openings on its Planning 
Commission and Board of Adjustments. For more infor-
mation, visit and to download an application, go to http://
townofmonument.org/261/Available-Board-Openings. 

Openings on Palmer Lake boards
The Town of Palmer Lake continues to seek volunteer resi-
dents to serve on upcoming potential seats for the Plan-
ning Commission, the Parks Commission, and the Board 
of Adjustments. The Planning Commission meets once a 
month on the third Wednesday. The Parks Commission 
meets a minimum of once a month but also has opportu-
nities to be involved in Work Groups for various Park ar-
eas. The Board of Adjustments meets up to once a month 
on the first Tuesday, as needed. To qualify, you must be a 
resident of the Town of Palmer Lake for a minimum of 12 
consecutive months and be at least 18 years of age. See 
www.townofpalmerlake.com.

Tri-Lakes Cares Needs Your Support
Tri-Lakes Cares is the only food pantry and human ser-
vices organization located in and serving northern El Paso 
County through emergency relief and self-sufficiency 
programs. The community-based, volunteer-supported 
center is a critical resource for our neighbors in need. 
The best way to help support Tri-Lakes Cares is to donate. 
Visit https://tri-lakescares.org/donate to find out how to 
donate money, medical items, personal supplies, or food. 
Please check the web for current needs in our food pan-
try at https://tri-lakescares.org/donate/current-needs. 
Donation drop-off hours are Monday thru Thursday, 10 
am to 4 pm. For more information about Tri-Lakes Cares 
or how you can help, contact Nicole Pettigrew, director 
of Volunteers and Community Partnerships, at 719-481-
4864 Ext. 111.

WMMI seeks volunteers
WMMI has positions for docents/tour guides, front desk, 
landscaping, and building and maintenance. For more 
details, contact Loretta, 719-488-0880, or email Volun-
teer@wmmi.org. 

Free services for seniors
Mountain Community Senior Services offers free trans-
portation and handyman services to Tri-Lakes seniors. 
Private transportation to medical appointments or a gro-
cery store is now provided by Envida, 719-633-4677. If you 
need grab bars in the bathroom, a ramp to your door, or 
repair of stairs or railings, please call 719-488-0076, and 
leave a message or visit www.coloradoseniorhelp.com.

Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free
Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of informa-
tion for local seniors, including the daily menu of the se-
nior lunches offered Monday through Friday at the Moun-
tain Community Mennonite Church, 643 Highway 105, 
Palmer Lake. It also contains the schedule of the classes 
and events for the month at the Senior Citizens Center 
and senior-friendly library programs. To subscribe, send 
an email with your name and mailing address to Se-
niorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior Beat can also be 

viewed online at www.TriLakesSeniors.org. 

Can you volunteer today? 
• OCN needs your help. See article on page 28.
• Links to local organizations with an immediate 

need for volunteers are listed on the county’s web-
site, www.elpasocountyhealth.org/volunteering-
and-donations, for groups like Care and Share, 
Crossfire Ministries, blood donations, Early Con-
nections (volunteer from home opportunity), foster 
an animal, Medical Reserve Corps of El Paso Coun-
ty, Salvation Army, Silver Key, and United Way (on-
going opportunities). 

• The Colorado State University Extension office in El 
Paso County has several opportunities for individu-
als interested in volunteering. https://elpaso.exten-
sion.colostate.edu/volunteer-opportunities/

• Committed to building healthy, caring communi-
ties, these El Paso County volunteer-based and non-
profit organizations rely on the hard work of indi-
viduals like you. Reach out today and find out how 
you can play a part by becoming a volunteer in El 
Paso County. Get involved in El Paso County volun-
teering non-profits and organizations! https://www.
americantowns.com/el-paso-county-co/volunteer-
organizations/.

• The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office Volunteer Pro-
gram is composed of a collective citizens group 
with a true and common desire to partner with 
the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office by volunteering 
their services while learning more about the inter-
nal workings of the law enforcement community. 
https://www.epcsheriffsoffice.com/volunteer-pro-
gram-0.

• The El Paso County Volunteer Program is a won-
derful opportunity for citizens to learn about the 
various functions of county government as well as 
give back to the community. The County’s numer-
ous boards and commissions need your experience, 
talents and time. https://bocc.elpasoco.com/volun-
teer.

• The El Paso County Fair started as a potato festi-
val in 1905 and has grown into so much more. We 
will be celebrating our 117th Fair, July 16th -23rd! 
https://www.elpasocountyfair.com/p/getinvolved/
volunteer-opportunities

• The Friends of El Paso County Nature Centers is a 
501(c) 3 nonprofit whose mission is to support Bear 
Creek and Fountain Creek Nature Centers. The or-
ganization is comprised of an executive board of 
elected officers and a general membership gov-
erned by official Bylaws and Articles of Incorpora-
tion as a 501-c-3 nonprofit organization. https://
communityservices.elpasoco.com/nature-centers/
nature-center-volunteers/

• Children’s Literacy Center provides free one-on-one 
literacy tutoring to Tri-Lakes children in grades 1-6 
who are reading below grade level! Tutoring is at the 
Tri-Lakes Senior Center on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m., and our Summer Session will 
run through Aug. 14. For more information, to be-
come a volunteer tutor or to enroll your child, visit 
www.childrensliteracycenter.org or email Christine 
Jeffson at Christine@childrensliteracycenter.org. ■


