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Above and Left: At Palmer Lake Town Hall on Dec. 10, the “Funky 
Little Theater Company” (a Palmer Lake Arts Council event), gave 
its modern, fantastical adaptation of A Christmas Carol complete 
with fireside chats that led into the old-timey story with its timeless 
message that all people can choose to share kindness and 
compassion, but only while they are alive, and especially in the wintry 
holiday season. The story is Charles Dickens’ 1843 response to 
society’s scorn of poverty, especially child poverty; Dickens wished 
to put forward arguments against it. Dickens’ powerful Victorian-era 
story later inspired several aspects of Christmas, including family 
gatherings, seasonal food and drink, dancing, games, and a festive 
generosity of spirit. Photos by Janet Sellers.

Above: Monument cemetery took part in the national Wreaths Across America 
program on Dec. 17. The local program was organized by Wreaths Across America 
coordinator Sheri Miller. Retired U.S. Lt. Col. John Sharp laid the Army wreath. 
Aviation ASW Operator Third Class Doug Lyons, U.S. Navy veteran, laid the Marine 
Corps wreath and gave the closing prayer. Ken Kimple, U.S. Navy retired, laid the 

Navy wreath. Rep. Terri Carver, U.S. Air Force retired, laid the Air Force wreath. 
Trustee Sana Abbott laid the Space Force wreath; U.S. Navy Senior Chief William 
Doyle laid the Coast Guard wreath; Lt. Col. Tim Marburger, U.S. Air Force, retired, 
laid the Merchant Marines wreath and Mayor-elect Mitch LaKind, U.S. Navy veteran, 
laid the POW/MIA wreath. Photo and caption provided by the Town of Monument.
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