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By James Howald
Construction contracts were the focus 
of the Woodmoor Water and Sanita-
tion District (WWSD) at its September 
meeting. The board awarded two new 
contracts and changed the award of a 
third to a different company. It contin-
ued the discussion of water and sew-
er tap fees that began in its previous 
meeting, hearing a presentation from 
the consultants that provide the dis-
trict with rates analysis. The board also 
heard operational reports. 

Two new contracts awarded
District Manager Jessie Shaffer gave the 
board a summary of the scope of work 
included in the construction contract 
for the Well 22 pumphouse project. 
Well 22 is south of County Line Road 
and east of I-25, and the drilling was 
completed in July 2022. The project 
includes the construction of the well 
house, the installation of the well’s 
pump, motor, and drop pipe, and as-
sociated piping, electrical support, and 
controls. 

Richard Hood, of JVA Inc., an engi-
neering company that advises WWSD, 
told the board that four bids for the 
project were received and Native Sun 
Construction was the low bidder at 
$1.17 million. Hood said Paintbrush 
Hills Metropolitan District, Woodmen 
Hills Metropolitan District and the City 
of Boulder gave Native Sun Construc-
tion positive recommendations.

Hood recommended that the 
board award the contract to Native 
Sun Construction, and the board voted 
unanimously to do so.

Rachel Frei, of BB&A Water Con-
sultants Inc., presented her recom-
mendations for the drilling, construc-
tion, and testing of a new Dawson 
aquifer well, to be drilled on the site 
of the Central Water Treatment Plant 
(CWTP), which is on Deer Creek Road 
adjacent to the Lewis-Palmer Middle 
School football field.

Frei said the proposed well would 
be designed to a different standard than 
other WWSD wells. Previously, WWSD 

By Harriet Halbig
The Lewis-Palmer D38 Board of Edu-
cation celebrated achievements of its 
students and teachers at its Sept. 18 
meeting.

President’s 
Environmental Youth Award

Sixth-graders Amelia Ashby, Sloan 
Clary, and Annabel Montero from 
Prairie Winds Elementary School were 
awarded the President’s Environmen-
tal Youth Award for their project to re-
duce waste by composting green waste 
from the school cafeteria and using it in 
the school’s garden.

The students gave a slide presenta-
tion on the process of submitting the 
application and their trip to Washing-
ton, D.C. to receive the award. They 
thanked their teacher Deb Kimple and 
science teacher Pam Cooley for their 
help. Principal Brittnie Coveney was 
also on hand to congratulate the stu-
dents.

The students have created a video 
on the project for the Colorado Envi-
ronmental Film Festival and hope to 
monitor continuation of the program 
after they leave Prairie Winds.

Another award recipient is Bear 
Creek Elementary School teacher Jen-
nifer Stalko, who received the Air Force 
Academy Extra Yard Award.

D38 Education Foundation 
reactivated

The D38 Education Foundation was 
originally created in 1994 under Super-
intendent Ted Bauman and was active 
until 2009. Since that time, members of 
the Board of Education have kept legal 
and tax documents current. 

Executive Director Stephanie Palz-
kill reported on the reorganization and 
activities of the foundation.

The Board of Trustees of the foun-
dation consists of seven members rep-
resenting such entities as the Tri-Lakes 
Chamber, Monument Hill Kiwanis, the 
Board of Education, and district par-
ents who have served in various ca-
pacities on district committees. Super-
intendent KC Somers is a non-voting 
member of the board.

The mission of the foundation is to 
elevate education through community 
connections, to champion educators 
and foster creativity and innovation, to 
attract and retain educators, and to ed-
ucate the community about the unique 
strengths of the district.

The foundation will fund two 
grants. The Inspire program grant will 
reward innovation and the Advance 
program grant will fund professional 
development.

Funds in the Foundation account, 
previously transferred to the district, 
were transferred back into an individ-
ual bank account by the board later in 
the meeting. The funds are sufficient 
to support awarding the grants for this 
year. Palzkill said applications for the 
Inspire grant would be available by Oct. 
15 with a deadline of Nov. 30. Members 
of the Board of Trustees will visit each 
school to explain the program.

Finalists will be chosen by Dec. 15 
and recipients will be notified in Janu-
ary.

Palzkill stressed that the founda-
tion does not intend to supplant any 
other sources of revenue in support of 
the district. Instead, it will seek corpo-
rate sponsorship and offer the oppor-
tunity for individuals to donate to the 
cause. The foundation will also admin-
ister the pre-existing Adopt D38 group 
which made it possible to sponsor a 
teacher, class, or school.

Board President Tiffiney Upchurch 
asked whether volunteers are needed. 
Palzkill responded that individuals 
should get on the foundation mailing 
list at d38foundation.org and that help 
will be needed next year to create fund-
raising events.

Assessment presentation
Assistant Superintendent Amber 
Whetstine and Assessment Coordina-
tor Michael Brom explained results of 
last spring’s Colorado Measures of Aca-
demic Success (CMAS), Preliminary 
Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT), and 
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT).

Brom said the growth aspect of the 
assessments was based on two con-
secutive years of test scores. No assess-
ments were given in 2020 due to the 
pandemic and fewer than usual were 
given in 2021. Consequently, 2023 is 
the first year in some time when two 
consecutive years’ scores are available.

Overall, the district performed 
well, according to Whetstine. Although 
the district still has not achieved pre-
pandemic performance, growth puts it 
in the 87th percentile in the state.

Brom commented that the district 
does not test all grades each year, but 
it exceeds the benchmark 65th percen-
tile. Anything over the 50th meets state 
requirements.

Whetstine said that students are 
compared with like-performing peers 
throughout the state. Operated and 
charter schools are both included in 
the district performance framework.

When asked whether SAT scores 
are necessary, Brom responded that 
about 50% of colleges require it. Stu-
dents are encouraged to take it to have 
more options, especially if seeking a 
scholarship.

Whetstine said Lewis-Palmer and 
Palmer Ridge High Schools were put 
on improvement plans (as opposed 
to performance plans) this year due 
to low participation in the PSAT and 
SAT tests. Somers commented that 
Colorado is one of a few states in which 
students can opt out of taking the tests 
with a form from parents. Whetstine 
said that Building Advisory Commit-
tees at both schools are being encour-
aged to explain the importance of these 
forms to parents.

Brom said the PSAT and SAT tests 
will be administered digitally this year 
for the first time. Consequently, stu-
dents may have more options as to 
the date they will be tested. Previously 
there was one test date and one make-

up date for each.
Accreditation of Schools

Whetstine explained that each school 
district is accredited by the state. D38 is 
accredited with distinction by achiev-
ing over 74 points of a possible 100. The 
district has been accredited with dis-
tinction each year since the category 
was created.

Whetstine explained that each 
school also has a universal improve-
ment plan. These plans measure aca-
demic achievement, academic growth 
and, in the case of high schools, rates 
of graduation, dropouts, and matricu-
lation referred to as post-secondary 
workforce readiness.

Matriculation refers to the num-
ber of students who will enter a two- to 
four-year institution, technical train-
ing, military institutes, or military ac-
tive duty immediately after graduation. 
This does not include students who 
have been earning college credit dur-
ing high school through concurrent 
enrollment.

The board passed a motion to ac-
credit the district’s schools.

To view the district and school 
universal performance information, 
please see boarddocs on the district 
website, lewispalmer.org, under Board 
of Education.

Superintendent update
In his update, Somers spoke of a recent 
staff rally and the success of the Battle 
of Monument football game where 
students raised $3,000 for the Folds of 
Honor charity to provide scholarships 
to families of fallen first responders and 
veterans.

He also announced that the local 
YMCA will resume sponsoring Real Al-
ternative to Drugs and Drinking (RAD) 
nights. He thanked the local Tri-Lakes 
Rotary and Tri-Lakes Women’s Club for 
providing refreshments.

Somers thanked the Palmer Ridge 
and Lewis-Palmer Middle School com-
munities for their patience with traffic 
problems and Lewis-Palmer Elementa-
ry for its patience with building issues.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer D38 Board of Edu-
cation usually meets at 6 p.m. on the 
third Monday of the month at the dis-
trict’s education center, 146 Jefferson 
St., Monument. The next meeting will 
be on Oct. 23. For information, please 
contact vwood@lewispalmer.org.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Above:Sixth-graders Amelia Ashby, Sloan Clary, and Annabel Montero from 
Prairie Winds Elementary School, flanked on the left by D38 Board President 
Tiffiney Upchurch and on the right by teacher Deb Kimple, were celebrated for 
winning the President’s Environmental Youth Award for their project to reduce 
waste by composting green waste from the school cafeteria and using it in 
the school’s garden. The students gave a slide presentation on the process 
of submitting the application and their trip to Washington, D.C., and created 
a video on the project for the Colorado Environmental Film Festival. Photo by 
Jackie Burhans.
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