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By Bill Kappel
Temperatures were above normal most of September, 
only interrupted by a wet and cold period during the 
middle of the month. Precipitation ended right about 
normal, but it all occurred during a four-day period.

The first week of the month was well above nor-
mal with high reaching the upper 80s on the 1st and 
2nd, then mid-80s on the 3rd and 4th. Skies were clear 
to mostly clear with afternoon clouds building.

Temperatures cooled back to normal over the 
next few days with continued mostly sunny skies. 
Highs were in the mid-70s to mid-80s from the 5th 
through the 9th. The weather pattern changed on the 
10th with a frontal passage late that morning. This 
brought with it high levels of moisture. Clouds built 
in and showers and thunderstorms developed during 
the afternoon and evening. Cloudy and wet condi-
tions continued into the next day with areas of fog and 
rain off and on all day. During the period, 1-2 inches 
of rainfall accumulated in the region. Temperatures 
were cool as well, with highs in the 50s and 60s. Dur-
ing this time, the first snowfall of the season occurred 
in the mountains, with several inches accumulating 
above tree line, a sign of things to come.

Unsettled conditions continued to affect the area 
over the next couple of days. This included cool tem-
peratures, clouds, more rainfall, and mountain snow. 
Our coldest day of the month occurred on the 15th, 

with highs barely reaching 50F and lows in the mid- to 
upper 30s on the 15th and 16th. The chilly tempera-
tures and clear skies on the morning of the 16th also 
resulted in the first frost of the season for many of us.

However, after this brief wet and cool period, 
quiet conditions again moved in. The remainder of 
the month was right around normal with highs con-
sistently in the mid- to upper 70s and lows in the 
40s. Except for the 19th and 20th, every day was dry 
as well. Even these two days only had brief sprinkles, 
barely enough to wet the pavement. The coolest day 
during the period from the 16th through the 30th was 
the 23rd, when highs held in the upper 60s and the 
low again touched the upper 30s. The warmest time 
during this period was the last few days of the month 
when we were in the upper 70s to low 80s.

A look ahead
October can be an active weather month for the re-
gion with our first snowy conditions often experi-
enced. Most years, we seem to get a good snowfall 
around Halloween, and after a warm and dry Septem-
ber, we could use a wet and cold storm this year. Snow 
can be heavy at times during any part of October as 
when over 20 inches of snow fell on Oct. 9-10 in 2005, 
and 2006 saw over 24 inches of snow fall in less than 
24 hours on Oct. 26. 

Of course, the big storm some of us remember 
occurred during October 1997, when nearly 4 feet of 

snow and blizzard conditions shut everything down 
for several days. But we are just as likely to get mild 
and sunny conditions, so enjoy those sunny days 
when you can. This fall and winter we are expected 
to enter an El Niño pattern. If the other teleconnec-
tions are supportive, this would normally result in 
above normal snowfall for the winter and spring, so 
let’s hope for that.

September 2023 Weather Statistics
Average High   74.6° (+3.7) 

100-year return frequency value max 77.5° min 63.5°
Average Low   44.8° (+3.6) 

100-year return frequency value max 46.7° min 36.1°
Monthly Precipitation 1.67” (-0.13”)
100-year return frequency value max 4.34” min 0.40”

Monthly Snowfall 0.0” (-0.4”)
Highest Temperature 89° on the 1st 
Lowest Temperature 34° on the 16th 
Season to Date Snow  0.0” (-0.4”) 

(100% below normal) 
(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)

Season to Date Precip. 23.85” (+4.08”)
(20% above normal) 

(the precip season is from (Jan 1 to Dec 31) 
Heating Degree Days 182 (-153) 
Cooling Degree Days 23 (+0) 
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. He 

can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.

September Weather Wrap

Guidelines for letters are on page 27.
Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in 
Letters to Our Community are the responsibility of the letter 
writers and should not be interpreted as the views of OCN 
even if the letter writer is an OCN volunteer.  The letters are 
arranged in alphabetical order based on the last name of the 
author.

Tom Olmstead—strong candidate 
for D38 school board

Tom Olmstead is an honest, open, and refreshing can-
didate for D38. Tom puts parents and students first and 
his refreshing candor about personally meeting parents 
in the district brings back much needed trust in our sys-
tem. There are some haters in our community trying to 
lie about Tom. He’s had a stellar career as former LAPD, 
FBI, and lawyer and he wants a school environment 
where everyone is safe and accepted. 

Tom and his wife moved to Monument to be closer 
to their children and grandchildren who attend D38. He 
brings a perspective of wisdom and strong family val-
ues along with the strength and fortitude to stand up to 
whatever ideology might threaten those values. 

We believe Tom Olmstead will be a blessing to our 
community and we will be voting for him.
Hilary Brendemuhl
Bill Brendemuhl

D38 School Board director, 
District 2 election

Patti Shank Ph.D. is an exceptional candidate for the Dis-
trict 2 director of the Lewis-Palmer School District Board 
of Education. 

Her experience in learning and instructional design 
enables her to truly understand the challenges facing 
our teachers and students. Her attention to detail allows 
her to easily identify and collaboratively resolve unin-
tended consequences of proposed programs. 

Patti has a deep commitment to bettering our com-
munity by advocating for positive student outcomes. As 
an alumni, resident, parent, and teacher in the Lewis-
Palmer School District, I wholeheartedly support and 
look forward to working with Patti as the new District 2 
director of our Board of Education.

Please join me in voting for Patti Shank.
Jennifer Coopman

Kindness is alive in Monument
I have a collection of buttons and pins. One of the but-
tons says “Try a Little Kindness,” which I believe referred 
to a hair product many years ago. Recently, during a 
visit to my local barber shop for a “cut” I was told that a 
gentleman who just left had paid for my haircut. I asked 
the man’s name and was told “Zander.” I do not know 
anyone by that name, but I sure do wish to say “Thanks 
for the kindness!
John Howe

Thanks, Kiwanis 
Monument Hill Foundation!

Thank you to the Kiwanis Monument Hill Foundation 
for granting the money to purchase upgraded teacher 
access for Gimkit and Quizizz, two online educational 
review programs. Both Gimkit and Quizizz are online 
educational quiz-like game platforms that get students 
excited about practicing math problems in a competitive 
but no-pressure environment. I am so grateful to have 
the Monument Hill Foundation’s support. Having an 
upgraded teacher account allows access to all kinds of 
math games for practice and enrichment. Additionally, 
it allows more flexibility in differentiating the content to 
reach all students at various academic levels, as well as 
aligning the content to our state standards. Students love 
it when we get to play the games in GimKit and Quizizz! 
My students love it when we use them in class! Thank 
you so much to the Monument Hill Foundation for your 
support!
Molly Ketchell
Lewis-Palmer High School Math Teacher

Upcoming D38 school board election
The D38 school board election is coming up this No-
vember. I would like to personally recommend Patti 
Shank Ph.D. as a school board candidate for D38.

Patti has the dedication, ability, commitment, de-
sire, and qualifications to be an excellent school board 
director. She is also committed to our community and 

wants to give back and help our kids have the tools need-
ed to be productive and successful.

Her entire working life has been centered around 
creating better methods of learning and retaining rel-
evant knowledge. She obtained her Ph.D. in educational 
technologies to further her contribution to her field. She 
has written several books on the subject of learning, as 
well as many published articles.

She has been a featured speaker to audiences all 
over the world in learning technologies and is very well 
respected in her field. A quick online search will show 
you how well respected she is.

How do I know this? She is my wife and life partner 
and I see her dedication to learning sciences.

What you see is what you get with Patti. She won’t 
make this political, unlike her opponent. She is research 
based, but also has a strong value system and is steadfast 
in her core beliefs. She will be a valued partner to the 
other school board members and a great choice for D38. 

Please vote for Patti Shank. www.patti4d38.com
Thank you.

Steve King

Vote for Tom Olmstead
I’m writing in support of candidate Tom Olmstead for 
D38 School Board. I had the opportunity to hear Mr. Ol-
mstead at the Candidate Forum conducted by KOAA on 
Sept. 28. I found him to be clear and committed to the 
parents, students, and staff of D38. His openness to hear 
ideas from everyone to make D38 a great place to receive 
a 21st century education, while honoring the family val-
ues that make Monument a wonderful place to live, en-
courages me. 

Mr. Olmstead moved to Monument to be near his 
grandchildren, all Monument Academy graduates. Two 
granddaughters are currently attending Palmer Ridge 
High School. He clearly has a vested interest in ensur-
ing we continue to support our longstanding tradition of 
excellence in education.

Mr. Olmstead’s lifelong dedication to “serve and 
protect”—first as an Army veteran and then as a police 
officer—has prepared him well for public service. 

I will encourage my friends and neighbors to vote 
for Mr. Olmstead on Nov. 7.
Ana Cecilia Konduris

Vote Patti Shank for D38 School Board
When considering positions on a School Board, back-
ground, character, education, and stances of the candi-
date should be considered as a whole. If one element is 
missing, look for another, more qualified candidate who 
aligns with the aggregate. 

Patti Shank is a widely cited author on the science of 
learning and has over 20 years in higher education—her 
background is exemplary. Patti is open and honest and 
harbors no secret political interest; she is 100% for the 
needs of students—her character is beyond reproach. 
Patti’s education speaks for itself with a Ph.D. in Educa-
tion, what better qualification for a School Board? Her 
education is flawless. And finally, Patti has a genuine af-
fection for Monument and, most especially, for the stu-
dents of D38. Truly, Patti encompasses all the ingredi-
ents for a stellar School Board member. 

Let’s ensure that D38 has the most qualified School 
Board by voting for Patti Shank.
Laura Kronick

D38 elections—know 
who you’re voting for

I am writing to express my concerns about Tom Olm-
stead as a candidate for the Lewis-Palmer School Dis-

trict (D38) Board of Education, District 2 director. 
Based on my research, I believe that Tom’s track re-

cord and positions are not aligned with the best interests 
of our community.

Tom’s lack of experience in education and unfa-
miliarity with the challenges faced by our teachers and 
students are a significant concern. It is crucial to have a 
board member who understands the intricacies of our 
education system and can make informed decisions that 
positively impact our students.

Furthermore, Tom’s past actions have raised ques-
tions about his commitment to transparency and ac-
countability. As community members, we deserve a 
board member who is open and honest with us, and who 
will prioritize the needs of our students over personal or 
political interests. Because he has chosen to align him-
self with others in our community that clearly have an 
agenda against the town and school districts in general, 
we will never really know who is speaking; Tom or those 
pulling his strings.

In addition, Tom has no experience on critical is-
sues such as curriculum development and student sup-
port services. We need a board member who will ad-
vocate for a well-rounded education that prepares our 
students for success in an ever-changing world.

Given these concerns, I cannot endorse Tom Ol-
mstead for the Lewis-Palmer School District, Board of 
Education, District 2 director. I believe that we need an 
experienced candidate who is committed to the success 
and well-being of all students in our district.

Vote Patti Shank for District 2 director, Lewis-Palm-
er School District Board of Education.
Mitch LaKind

Ethics Commission takes up complaint 
against mayor as “non-frivolous.”

In May 2023, I wrote a letter to OCN stating that Monu-
ment taxpayers were going to pick up the tab for Mayor 
Mitch LaKind’s personal attorney fees to the tune of 
$21,000 under the guise that it was “in the Town’s inter-
est.” That “interest” was actually an inappropriate sexual 
comment LaKind made to a female trustee—discovered 
in the December investigation of illegal electioneering 
by current Town Council members. LaKind hired and 
announced at a taped trustee meeting that this was his 
personal attorney. 

I argued in May that the taxpayers should never be 
paying for an elected official’s legal counsel for inap-
propriate behavior. Apparently, on Aug. 15 the Colorado 
Ethics Commission agreed with me. In a unanimous 
vote, the Ethics Commission said the complaint is “non-
frivolous” and will take up the ethics complaint. 

By having his cronies vote with him to pawn his legal 
fees onto the Monument taxpayers, the mayor personally 
benefitted from the vote. When the mayor’s Town Coun-
cil colleagues vote to relieve his personal debt because 
they all ran for office together, each of those colleagues 
now “own” the mayor and to some degree, his vote. He 
is forever compromised—no matter how he blathers on 
that he’s “passionate” about Monument or any purpose-
ful misinformation the council gives you. 

Whether you look like Stormy Daniels, Lizzo, or 
Twiggy, sexually inappropriate comments to any wom-
an is a bad idea. What the mayor should be passionate 
about is holding his tongue when inclined to offer sexual 
harassing remarks and repay the taxpayers for the of-
fense.

A link to the Ethics Commission complaint: Com-
plaint 23-17.pdf (colorado.gov)
Amy Stephens

Letters to Our Community

By the staff at Covered Treasures

“Earth is a very small stage in the 
vast cosmic arena.”—Carl Sagan

In celebration of the upcoming solar eclipse in Oc-
tober, here is a list of books that provide information 
on planets, planetary travel, stars, eclipses, and much 
more.

Packing for Mars: The Curi-
ous Science for Life in the 
Void
By Mary Roach (Norton Com-
pany) $16.95
This book explores the strange 
universe of space travel and 
life without gravity. Mary 
Roach gives readers a closeup 

Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore

           Wonders of our universe


