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these projects. So, we are subsidizing in part to these 
projects.”

He said, “I still have great concerns about the fact 
that the way this district system is set up will not allow 
residents to have say in the way finances will happen. 
Now the applicant stated at some point the residents 
will take over but, as was stated before, by our plan-
ning director, District 1 has commercial and the fit-
ness center but there was no stated specific plan for 
what would happen in that one corner of commercial. 
If it’s not commercial, then the whole district and the 
finances for the entire metro district will be planned 
by the fitness center. I don’t think that’s going to be 
sold to a third party, that’s going to be owned by the 
developer. The developer potentially will have control 
of this district forever and residents will never have 
a chance to have control of this metro district. That’s 
the possibility that exists with this. I think that’s un-
acceptable. We’re supposed to be representing every-
body including the applicant but also the residents 
and if we’re not going to stand by residents having 
some kind of control, that doesn’t make sense to me.” 
“It doesn’t make sense and residents will look at us, 
El Paso County residents will look at us, and we lose 
credibility I think if this gets approved this way.” 

Gonzalez then moved to deny but the motion 
failed as there was no second. 

Commissioner Holly Williams said she appreciat-
ed the applicant’s effort to reduce the amount of debt 
being asked for and the extra fees placed on some of 
the commercial parts to help pay down the debt. She 
also stated the homeowners would have the opportu-
nity to serve on the board. She moved to approve and 

was seconded by Commissioner Stan VanderWerf. 
VanderWerf commented, “I really do appreciate 

the comments from Commissioner Gonzalez. Some-
times he is truly the conscience of some of the issues 
that we have before us. But we do have a severe, se-
vere housing shortage and some people have a lot of 
money and can afford to do these kinds of things and 
other people don’t and we have to be responsible I 
think for a wide variety of people that have different 
levels of wealth.” 

Gonzalez commented, “I think the application 
with all the inclusions is an insult to the public and 
to residents and all El Paso County.” He moved three 
amendments to the motion, but the legal advice was 
that they were beyond the scope of the board’s au-
thority on the matter. 

Gonzalez commented, “I absolutely believe we 
will lose credibility today based on what I’m about to 
see happen right now and people are going to respect 
this board less. I think I’m going to respect this board 
a lot less after what I am about to see.” 

The vote to approve was 3-1. Gonzalez was the no 
vote and Commissioner Carrie Geitner was excused. 

Gonzalez said, “I’d like us to look at our code 
again because if we’re going to approve this, we have 
no rationale to disapprove any in the future so we 
might as well give administrative control over metro 
districts to our director because I think she’ll prob-
ably do a better job than what I just saw today.” 

Colorado Pumpkin Patch 
special use permit approved

At the Sept. 14 BOCC land use meeting, the commis-
sioners approved a special use permit for an increase 
in parking numbers for the Colorado Pumpkin Patch 
at the Colorado Kids Ranch. The hearing lasted al-
most eight hours. 

The application came to the BOCC from the Sept. 
7 Planning Commission meeting with a recommen-
dation for denial by a 5-3 vote. The Planning Commis-
sion had concerns about traffic, neighborhood safety, 
and the number of vehicles permitted on-site. There 
was also significant discussion about the conditions 
of approval and the timing of required road improve-
ments. 

The 40-acre Monument property is located off 
Highway 105 and is zoned RR-5 (residential rural). 
Since 2018, owner John (JD) Chapman has oper-
ated an agritainment business which is a permitted 
use under the zoning and limits cars to a maximum 
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WE HAVE FIREWOOD FOR SALE!!
Many types of firewood available: Ponderosa pine,

Lodgepole pine, Pinon pine and Juniper

Cottonwood and Aspen coming soon! 

We deliver it to you -- dependable and courteous service
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We polish concrete to a mirror 
finish • Also, epoxy coatings!
28 Years Experience • Insured

www.sharpestcut.com
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Tanya Bingham, Cassidy Jones, Darrell Wass, Kelly Gehrmann, 
Kristin Dionne, Thomas Hoang, and Frances Sikich

16749 Buffalo Valley Path, Monument
Offered at $700,000. MLS #4973264

20425 Alan-A-Dale, Monument
Offered at $1,100,000. MLS #6214375
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1880 Willow Park Way Suite 101, Monument
(719) 488-8880 • www.monumentdentalarts.com

“We practice minimally  
invasive techniques using the  

highest quality materials to insure 
healthy, esthetic teeth for the life of 
our patients.” - Dr. Tony George
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tampered posts into dirt

4x4 & 2x4 wood frame dado’d & painted black
MDO face sign with vinyl graphics:

579 County Line Rd., Palmer Lake, CO 80133

Tumbling, tap, and ballet
Tap and jazz
Mom and me

        and more!

Also offering classes for 
adults and teens

Contact A Time To Dance at  (719) 232-5313 to learn more.

Gordon Lightfoot 
Tribute!

Sun., Nov. 5, 2-4 pm, Lakewood Cultural Center, Lakewood

Fri., Nov. 17, 7-9 pm, Stargazers Theatre, Colorado Springs

Tickets: www.gordonlightfoottributeshow.com/general-2

Karate Builds Confidence
Like Nothing Else Does!

Classes for: 3-5 yrs • 6-11 yrs • Teens • Adults

 Quality Instruction                                 

      30 Years of Experience

        Affordable Programs
_______________________________________________________________________________
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CORE PROGRAM - Mixed Martial Arts - FIGHT LIKE A GIRL

___________________________________________________________________________

Visit our NEW Location in Historic Monument

  279 Beacon Lite Rd. - BEHIND ÔJJ TracksÕ 

clickheretobook.online/
itp or text 719-360-9559

Confidence Course: $49!
•  Two Private Lessons
•  Official Uniform 
•  Break a Board or Brick!

Woodmoor Snow Plowing 
& Small Engine Repair 

 

Certified Mechanic/30 yrs. Experience 
 

(719) 650-7252 
(719) 568-2957 


