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By Bill Kappel
November was warmer than normal, the com-
plete opposite of last year, but I’m sure most of us 
weren’t complaining. We did get three periods of 
unsettled weather that allowed our precipitation 
to end up right around normal, but most days 
between those storms were mild. 

The first week of the month was mild and dry 
with temperatures in the 60s to low 70s. Each day 
saw lots of sunshine with areas of high and mid-
level clouds at times. They produced some spec-
tacular mountain wave clouds along with color-
ful sunrises and sunsets.

The first of three periods of unsettled weath-
er then moved in on the 8th, with an initial fron-
tal passage early in the morning. Clouds contin-
ued to fill in throughout the morning, with light 
snow beginning just before noon. Light snow 
continued off and on most of the day and ended 
just after midnight on the 9th. This system was 
relatively warm by November standards and 
therefore the heaviest snow occurred on top of 
the Palmer Divide with much less snowfall accu-
mulating down around the I-25 corridor.

Dry conditions returned from the 10th 
through the 18th, with temperatures generally 
above average each day. The warmest period 
occurred from the 14th through the 16th, with 
highs well into the 60s each afternoon.

Another quick shot of cold air and snow 
moved in late on the 19th. Snow and some blow-
ing snow developed that evening and continued 
throughout the next day. This system was colder 
than the previous storm and therefore produced 

more widespread snow across the area. Most of 
us accumulated 2-4 inches during the storm.

Once this storm moved out, sunshine and 
mild conditions returned, but only for a few days. 
Highs jumped into the mid-40s on the 21st, then 
southwesterly winds kicked in and pushed tem-
peratures back into the mid- and upper 60s on 
the 22nd. But as usual, these mild temperatures 
were ahead of a much colder airmass. The first 
effects of this colder air moved in Thanksgiving 
morning and continued to fill in during the day. 
Flurries began to develop that evening as tem-
peratures continued to fall, reaching the teens 
before midnight. Colder air continued to move, 
which meant the teens were as warm as we got on 
the 24th. Along with that, strong northerly winds 
helped to keep light snow, flurries, and blowing 
snow in place all day. As wind shifted out of the 
south, fog developed that day and evening, pro-
ducing cold, windy, and snowy conditions. 

Cold and windy conditions continued into 
the 25th as the last portion of this storm moved 
out of the region. This produced more light snow 
and blowing snow through the morning and af-
ternoon and kept temperatures in the teens for 
the second day in a row before conditions fi-
nally settled down. Of course, the clearing skies 
and fresh snow also allowed temperatures to fall 
quickly that evening, dropping to the single dig-
its by the morning of the 26th. 

As with the previous two snowy periods, qui-
et and seasonal conditions quickly returned, and 
temperatures returned to normal levels to end 
the month with plenty of sunshine.

A look ahead
December usually is cold around the region, with 
daytime highs often staying below freezing and 
overnight lows that can drop well below zero. 
But we can experience a wide variety of weather, 
with westerly winds producing mild conditions. 
The month is generally dry, however, with sever-
al light, fluffy snowfalls. Gusty winds are a com-
mon nuisance during the month, especially west 
of I-25. The chance of a White Christmas is fairly 
good for the area, with some snow on the ground 
and, if we are lucky, fresh snowfall on Christmas 
Eve or Christmas Day. 

November 2023 Weather Statistics
Average High   51.3° (+1.9°)

100-year return frequency value 
max 55.5° min 38.5°

Average Low   23.7° (+2.3°)
100-year return frequency value 

max 27.5° min 14.1°
Monthly Precipitation 0.61” (-0.08”)

100-year return frequency value 
max 3.80” min 0.16”

Monthly Snowfall 11.1” (+0.3”)
Highest Temperature 72° on the 5th 
Lowest Temperature 5° on the 25th 
Season to Date Snow  14.5” (-7.3”) 

(the snow season is from Oct 1 to Sept 30)
Season to Date Precip. 24.87” (+3.80”) 

(the precipitation season, Jan 1 to Dec 31)
Heating Degree Days 874 (+6)
Cooling Degree Days 0 (0)

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resi-
dent. He can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.

November Weather Wrap

By the staff at Covered Treasures
“Christmas is doing a little extra something for 

someone”—Charles M. Schultz

Here are some books that would make wonder-
ful winter reading for yourself or someone else!

Magic on the Mountainside
By Nancy Godbout Jurka (Satiama Publishing) $20
Every holiday season in 
the town of Palmer Lake, 
Colo., townspeople and 
children look forward ea-
gerly to the annual magic 
on their mountainside—
the lighting of the Palmer 
Lake Star. Two children 
wait, but when nothing 
happens they take mat-
ters into their own hands 
and it turns into quite the adventure. This book 
celebrates the natural beauty of Colorado while 
telling the history of our Palmer Lake star.

Brave the Wild River: The Untold Story of Two 
Women Who Mapped the Botany of the Grand 
Canyon
By Melissa Sevigny (Norton) $30
In summer 1938, botanists Elzada Clover and 

Lois Jotter set off to run the Colorado River, ac-
companied by an ambitious and entrepreneurial 
expedition leader, a zoologist, and two amateur 
boatmen. Through the vibrant letters and diaries 
of the two women, science journalist Melissa L. 
Sevigny traces their daring 43-day journey down 
the river, during which they meticulously cata-
loged the thorny plants that thrived in the Grand 
Canyon’s secret nooks and crannies. Brave the 
Wild River is a spellbinding adventure of two 
women who risked their lives to make an un-
precedented botanical survey of a defining land-
scape in the American West, at a time when hu-
man influences had begun to change it forever.

Being Henry: The Fonz … and Beyond
By Henry Winkler (Celadon Books) $30
Henry Winkler, launched into prominence as 
“The Fonz” in the beloved Happy Days, has tran-
scended the role that made him who he is. Henry 
shares in this achingly vulnerable memoir the 
disheartening truth of his childhood, the difficul-
ties of a life with severe dyslexia, the pressures of 
a role that takes on a life of its own, and the path 
forward once your wildest dream seems behind 
you. Since the glorious era of Happy Days fame, 
Henry has endeared himself to a new generation 
with roles in which he’s been revealed as an ac-
tor with immense depth and pathos, a departure 

from the period of his life when he was typecast 
as The Fonz and could barely find work.

Absolution
By Alice McDermott (Farrar, Straus &Giroux) $28
American women—American wives—have been 
mostly minor characters in the literature of the 
Vietnam War, but in Absolution they take center 
stage. This book focuses on two women and the 
discovery of how their own lives as women on 
the periphery—of politics, of history, of war, of 
their husbands’ convictions—have been shaped 
and burdened by the same sort of unintended 
consequences that followed America’s tragic in-
terference in Southeast Asia.

Little Red Sleigh
By Erin Guendelsberger (Sourcebooks Wonderful) 
$18
The Little Red Sleigh has one big dream: to one 
day become Santa’s big red sleigh! But all her life, 
she’s been told she’s too small, she’s too young, 
she can’t fly, and she certainly can’t meet San-
ta. Well, this Christmas, with the help of some 
friends, she’s determined to do the impossible. 
Full of winter joy and holiday magic, this charm-
ing Christmas story will remind readers of all 
ages that no dream is out of reach if you believe.

Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore

Great gift ideas
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an OCN volunteer.  The letters are arranged in alpha-
betical order based on the last name of the author.

It’s time for Monument to move forward
Monument is the jewel of the Front Range. We 
are uniquely situated geographically to capture 
the beauty and serenity around us. To our north 
are 36,000 acres of designated open space. The 
national forest is to our east, and the AFA is to 
our south. We should be grateful to live here with 
these protections.

It’s no secret there has been negative press 
coming from a few contentious individuals this 
past year trying to create a community of hostil-
ity and showcase Monument in the media as just 
another politically crazy town.

This small group of former political opera-
tives wants to change the narrative in Monu-
ment, for reasons only they can state. They seem 
to prefer chaos, or simply wish to have lost pow-
er restored. Most citizens just want to focus on 
maintaining a sense of community.

Most people live here because of the good 
that is Monument, and its citizens, albeit resil-
ient, wish to move forward, keeping our town as 
beautiful as it can be, and as vibrant as it can be.

Citizens are permitted due process and input 

on how our government functions, especially 
since we are a Home Rule municipality, which 
controls how our community is governed. These 
misguided former leaders think otherwise. 

Our founders created this country based 
upon citizen government and citizen participa-
tion. The Bill of Rights was intended for the citi-
zens to maintain power. The government is you, 
not a few elitists who lost their status. 

Negativity from these few is just noise. Mon-
ument is our home and it is up to us collectively 
to create the roadmap its residents desire for 
the future, starting with a new upcoming Com-
prehensive Plan that will offer extensive citizen 
input and move us toward creating a positive fu-
ture.
Steve King

A question about fatal consequences
Question: If unlawful protesters close a major 
traffic road to a hospital, and that results in the 
death of an ambulance transport of a heart at-
tack victim because of that traffic closure, does 
every single protester get charged with murder 
or at least manslaughter for their illegal activities 
causing a death? 
I say yes.
Gordon Reichal

Thanks, Kiwanis Monument Hill 
Foundation

On behalf of the Palmer Ridge Outdoor Learn-

ing Lab, we would like to say thank you to the 
Kiwanis Monument Hill Foundation for their 
generous donations consisting of a $1,000 grant, 
gray breeze rock for path accessibility, and bor-
der stakes for transects to begin research. These 
donations are important to supporting the in-
novative learning space for students, allowing 
us to further expand our knowledge. We are very 
grateful for the donations made by the Kiwanis 
Monument Hill Foundation. We, along with our 
fellow students, are very appreciative of your 
support!
Lucy Zamborelli and Taylor Peterson, PRHS 
students

Thank you, Tri-Lakes Women’s Club
On behalf of the Palmer Ridge High School 
(PRHS) Outdoor Learning Lab, we would like to 
thank the Tri-Lakes Women’s Club for their re-
cent donations, which included a $1,000 grant 
for composted soil, and Colorado native plants. 
Their generous contributions allow the PRHS 
Outdoor Learning Lab to continue building a 
space for students to learn through hands-on 
application. We enjoy going outside to the Lab to 
apply concepts learned in the classroom. Again, 
we are very grateful for the donations made by 
the Tri-Lakes Women’s Club. We, along with our 
fellow students, are very appreciative of your 
support!
Lucy Zamborelli and Taylor Peterson, PRHS 
students
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