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Above: Scouts from local Troop 17 placed flags on veterans’ headstones at the Monument cemetery on Veterans Day, Nov 11.
According to Scout leader Mike Saber, the flags were placed early on Veterans Day and were removed the next day, Nov. 12. Photo by Steve Pate.

Our Community Notices

By Janet Sellers
Although we strive for accuracy in
these listings, dates or times are of-
ten changed after publication. Please
double-check the time and place of
any event you wish to attend by call-
ing the information number for that
event. Please notify us if your event
listing needs to be updated.

Tri Lakes Cares

Giving Tree needs you

The annual Giving Tree program has
a record number of clients in need of
gifts for their loved ones this year and
still have unfulfilled requests. Because
of this, we are placing a Christmas tree
in the front entrance of our building so
that all volunteers, staff, and general
community members can have the op-
portunity to make someone's Christ-
mas a little brighter this year. If you
would like to participate in the Giving
Tree Program by making a donation,
please stop by TLC, grab an “ornament
form” and return with your donated,
unwrapped gift by Wed., Dec. 8, and
gift cards are heartily welcomed. 235
Jefferson St., Monument.

Nominate a hero who

serves our community

Each year the American Red Cross of
Colorado and Wyoming honors local
community members for their extraor-
dinary acts of courage, kindness, dedi-
cation and service to the community.
These heroes are then recognized at
our annual American Red Cross Rocky
Mountain Heroes Soiree on March 16,
2024. Nominations close Mon., Dec.
11. To nominate someone or for infor-
mation visit RedCross.org/Colorado.

Voyager Parkway Near

Spectrum Loop will close
Voyager Parkway near Spectrum Loop
will close for an entire year as part of the
ongoing Powers Boulevard Extension
Project. The project to build an over-
pass for the future extension of Pow-
ers Boulevard started Monday, Now.
20. The closure is expected to last into
fall 2024. The goal is to get the bridge in
place to alleviate traffic impacts once
the Sunset Amphitheatre that opens in
the Summer of 2024.

MVEA outage notifications
Please add your phone number to your
MVEA account to streamline outage
reporting and restoration notifications.
To report an outage please call or text
"OUT" to (800) 388-9881. Visit MVEA’s

Outage Center before the storm. There
is information about preparing for out-
ages, electrical safety, outage reporting,
a link to the outage map, and more.

Get Help in Larkspur
Larkspur Church has a Food Bank and
Care Center that offer a good variety of
non-perishable food items, as well as
clothing for men, women, and children,
some household items available too.
We're here to help. If you are in need,
or know someone who is, please reach
out to Jeff at gethelp@larkspur.church.
If you would like to donate contact Jeff
by the same email to arrange a pick up.

The Sunflower is for people

with non-visible disabilities
Watch for green and yellow sunflower
lanyards, bracelets, and ribbons, dis-
creet ways to make the invisible vis-
ible. Wearing the Sunflower discreetly
indicates to people around the wearer
including staff, colleagues and health
professionals that they need addi-
tional support, help or a little more
time. However big or small, your help
moves us closer to a society where
people recognize that an offer of help,
understanding and kindness can make
a huge difference to the daily experi-
ences that a Sunflower wearer has.
For more information: www.flydenver.
com/accessibility, www.hdsunflower.
com/us/, and www.disabled-world.
com/disability/types/invisible/.
Tri-Lakes Cares

needs your support
Tri-Lakes Cares is the only food pantry
and human services organization serv-
ing northern El Paso County through
emergency relief and self-sufficiency
programs. The community-based,
volunteer-supported center is a criti-
cal resource for our neighbors in need.
The best way to help support Tri-Lakes
Cares is to donate. Visit https://tri-lak-
escares.org/donate to learn how to do-
nate money, medical items, personal
supplies, or food. Please check the web
for current needs in our food pantry at
https://tri-lakescares.org/donate/cur-
rent-needs. Donation drop-off hours
are Mon.-Thu., 9 am-4 pm. For more
information about Tri-Lakes Cares or
how you can help, contact Tri-Lakes
Cares at 719-481-4864 or info@tri-lak-
escares.org.
Silver Key at
Tri-Lakes Senior Center

Silver Key at Tri-Lakes Senior Center,
formerly known as the Tri-Lakes Silver

Alliance Senior Center, has been pro-
viding exciting programs and activities
to area seniors who have a zest for fun
and learning. As the older adult popu-
lation is growing, our services are in
high demand. 719-884-2300 66 Jeffer-
son St, Monument.

Community volunteers
Many students need volunteer hours
for scouting, civics classes, or other
clubs volunteering hours. Friends of
Fox Run Park will have some openings
for student volunteers (and grown-
ups, too) most of the year. Friends of
Fox Run Park has openings for volun-
teers for various tasks. Besides tasks,
the group offers information and skills
demonstrations for each 2-3 hour ses-
sion, and celebrates volunteers at the
park with the annual community holi-
day cheer/ ornament party in Decem-
ber. The Tri Lakes Cares on-site garden
in Monument needs volunteers in Fall,
Spring and Summer. Gardening tasks
include preparing garden beds, weed-
ing, sowing seeds, and developing the
compost. Bring gardening gloves, some
tools will be provided on the workdays.
Contact Janet Sellers at JanetSellers@
ocn.me or Marlene Brown at Marlene-
Brown@ocn.me for more information.

Volunteers needed for

student tech makerspace

Monumental Impact (MI) organizers
are building a community of mentors
and volunteers to enable and sup-
port high school students interested in
technology, engineering and entrepre-
neurship. MI manages a makerspace
in Monument in partnership with D38
school district. MI offers internships to
high school students for industry ex-
periences and hosts D38’s competitive
robotics team, Bearbotics, in the mak-
erspace and organizes various events
to share projects and to compete.
Contact Jeanette Breton at Jeanette@
Monumentallmpact.org or volunteer@
monumentalimpact.org for more in-
formation.

Can you volunteer today?

e Links tolocal organizations with
an immediate need for volunteers
are listed on the county’s website,
www.elpasocountyhealth.org/
volunteering-and-donations, for
groups like Care and Share, Cross-
fire Ministries, blood donations,
Early Connections (volunteer
from home opportunity), foster an

animal, Medical Reserve Corps of
El Paso County, Salvation Army,
Silver Key, and United Way (ongo-
ing opportunities).

The Colorado State University
Extension office in El Paso Coun-
ty has several opportunities for
individuals interested in volun-
teering. https://elpaso.extension.
colostate.edu/volunteer-opportu-
nities/

El Paso County volunteer-based
and nonprofit organizations are
committed to building healthy,
caring communities and rely on
the hard work of individuals like
you. Reach out today and find out
howyou can play a part by becom-
ing a volunteer in El Paso County.
Get involved in El Paso County
volunteering non-profits and or-
ganizations! https://www.ameri-
cantowns.com/el-paso-county-
co/volunteer-organizations/.

The El Paso County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Volunteer Program is com-
posed ofa collective citizens group
with a true and common desire to
partner with the El Paso County
Sheriff's Office by volunteering
their services while learning more
about the internal workings of
the law enforcement community.
https://www.epcsheriffsoffice.
com/volunteer-program-0.

The El Paso County Volunteer
Program is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for citizens to learn about
the various functions of county
government as well as give back to
the community. The County’s nu-
merous boards and commissions
need your experience, talents and
time. https://bocc.elpasoco.com/
volunteer.

Children’s Literacy Center pro-
vides free one-on-one literacy
tutoring to Tri-Lakes children in
grades 1-6 who are reading below
grade level! Tutoring is at the Tri-
Lakes Senior Center on Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 5:30-6:30 pm,
and our Summer Session will run
through Aug. 14. For more infor-
mation, to become a volunteer
tutor or to enroll your child, visit
www.childrensliteracycenter.
org or email Christine Jeffson at
Christine@childrensliteracycen-
ter.org.




