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tory and other factors. In the past, no exceptions
to late fees were allowed, he said.

Parker told the board he had been contacted
by an engineer working for the Donala Water
and Sanitation District (DWSD) concerning that
district’s request to explore using the Tri-Lakes
Waste Water Treatment Facility (TLWWTF) to
process DWSD’s wastewater. At present, DWSD
uses a treatment facility operated jointly with
the Triview Metro District and the Forest Lakes
Metro District. Those metro districts are consid-
ering partnering with Colorado Springs Utilities
for wastewater treatment and abandoning the
facility they share with DWSD. If that happens,
DWSD has inquired about the possibility of rout-
ing its wastewater through MSD'’s infrastructure
to the TLWWTF for processing.

MSD'’s boundary maps were updated in De-
cember, Parker said, as required by the state De-
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partment of Local Affairs and El Paso County.
Some properties surrounded by the MSD service
area that were not part of the service area would
need to be annexed, he said, adding that three
of these were owned by the Town of Monument.
Two of the properties are on Washington Street,
he said.

MSD will begin posting signs in locations
where projects that might inconvenience resi-
dents are due to begin, Parker said. MSD will put
more effort into communicating changes to the
public, he explained.

Resolution specifies posting sites

The board voted unanimously to approve Reso-
lution 01182023-1, which requires notices of
public meetings to be posted on the MSD website
at https://monumentsd.colorado.gov. If internet
service is interrupted for any reason, meeting
notices will be posted at the MSD offices at 130
Second St. Notices must be posted 24 hours in
advance of the meeting,

Correction
In the January issue of OCN, it was incorrectly
reported that candidates for seats on the MSD
board had until Feb. 24, 2024, to file a Self-Nomi-
nation and Acceptance form. In fact, that paper-
work must be filed by Feb. 24, 2023, with Peggy
Rupp, the Designated Election Official. Rupp
can be reached at prupp@cogovlaw.com. OCN
regrets the error.
Skkskokkkokkkk
Monument Sanitation District meetings are nor-
mally held at 9 a.m. on the third Wednesday of
the month in the district conference room at 130
Second St., Monument. The next regular meeting
is scheduled for Feb. 15. See https://colorado.
gov/msd. For a district service map, see https://
colorado.gov/pacific/msd/district-map-0. Infor-
mation: 719-481-4886.
Jackie Burhans can be reached at
Jjackieburhans@ocn.me. James Howald can be
reached at jameshowald@ocn.me.
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Water re-use project holds first meeting

By James Howald
On Jan. 19, the El Paso County Regional Loop
Water Authority (EPCRLWA) held its first board
meeting in Monument Town Hall. The board
passed a resolution that lays out the operational
rules it will follow and presented bylaws for fu-
ture adoption. It chose a legal firm and an ac-
counting firm to assist it. The board heard a
proposal for a study addressing the feasibility of
the water re-use project that the authority was
formed to design and build. The board briefly
discussed its strategy for water quality testing
and heard a request from a developer to join the
project. Finally, the board decided on a schedule
for future meetings.
Background

The EPCRLWA, informally known as “the Loop
project,” was formed in November 2022 by an In-
tergovernmental Agreement between Cherokee
Metropolitan District (CMD), Donala Water and
Sanitation District (DWSD), the Town of Monu-
ment (TOM), and Woodmoor Water and Sanita-
tion District (WWSD) to address the depletion of
groundwater that provides the bulk of water con-
sumed in northern El Paso County by building
infrastructure that would allow water, including
treated effluent from the Tri-Lakes Wastewater
Treatment Facility (TLWWTF), to be re-used. In
the case of WWSD, the project would provide a
way to convey water from Woodmoor Ranch
near Fountain to its consumers.

After the participating districts signed the
agreement that created the EPCRLWA, it re-
ceived $4 million in American Recovery Plan Act
funding from El Paso County.

The loop project, when complete, would di-
vert water from Fountain Creek, use the Chilcott
Ditch to transfer it to the Callahan Reservoir,
and then, after treatment, pump it through 20.7
miles of new pipeline to the existing Sundance
pipeline owned by CMD. The Sundance pipeline
would move the water to its northern endpoint at
Hodgen and Black Forest Roads. From there, the
water would be pumped 11 miles through new
pipelines to DWSD, TOM and WWSD for distri-
bution to their customers.

The EPCRLWA board is made up of Mike

Foreman, Monument town manager; Jeff Hodge,
DWSD district manager; Amy Lathen, TMD gen-
eral manager; and Jessie Shaffer, WWSD district
manager.

Other water providers may join the project as
it moves forward.

Operating rules approved

The board voted to approve Resolution 2023-1,
which establishes the procedures it must follow
to comply with state law and El Paso County re-
quirements. It also considered bylaws that will
govern the board, such as the policies for un-
excused absences of board members and how
vacancies on the board will be filled. The bylaws
will be voted on at a future meeting.

Law and accounting firms engaged
SpencerFane was approved as the authority’s
law firm, with attorney Russell Dykstra taking
the lead. The board engaged Fromm & Company
LLC to handle accounting matters.

Operational study authorized

Dan Niemela of BBA Water Consultants Inc. pro-
posed a study that would model the operational
details of the infrastructure for the loop project
and would validate the overall design by ensur-
ing that it would meet the needs of the partici-
pating districts. He said he had performed relat-
ed modeling for WWSD for 10 years.

Niemela explained that the model would ex-
pand on the initial modeling done in 2022 that
confirmed the viability of the project. The ex-
panded model would be based on a 24-year pe-
riod from 1987 through 2020 and would account
for many variables that come into play in a com-
plex water system, such as water rights yields,
reservoir, transit and treatment losses, amount of
reusable effluent available, the storage capacity
of the system, and demand during wet, average
and dry years, among others.

Niemela estimated the study would cost
$54,000 and be complete in three months.

The board voted unanimously to authorize
BBA Water Consultants to proceed with the
study.

Water quality baseline discussed
Board President Jessie Shaffer said two proposals
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for water quality testing had been received, both
costing about $90,000. Shaffer recommended
using a wide range of tests initially to establish a
baseline of water quality data that would be used
later to design the treatment regimen. The board
voted to table the issue to allow for further analy-
sis.

Developer wants to join project
Shaffer emphasized that the four participants
welcomed other water providers to join the ef-
fort.

Mike Flannery, the owner of Four-Way
Ranch, a 6,500-acre development between Fal-
con and Peyton, expressed interest in joining the
loop project. Flannery said he was looking for
between 5,000 and 6,000 acre-feet of water for
his development, which has its own metropoli-
tan district.

The board took no action on Flannery’s re-
quest.

Meetings and workshops scheduled
The board voted to hold regular meetings on the
third Thursday of every month at 9 a.m. in Monu-
ment Town Hall at 645 Beacon Lite Road, Monu-
ment. Cherokee Metropolitan District meets at
6250 Palmer Park Blvd., Colorado Springs.

Workshop meetings will be held every Thurs-
day at 9 a.m. at rotating venues:

o First Thursday—Town of Monument
e Second Thursday—Cherokee Metropolitan

District
e Third Thursday—venue to be decided
e Fourth Thursday-Cherokee Metropolitan

District
o Fifth Thursday—Town of Monument

kkckokkkokkkk
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Feb. 16,
2023 at 9 a.m. Regular meetings are usually held
on the third Thursday of each month at 9 a.m. at
Monument Town Hall at 645 Beacon Lite Road.
Workshop meetings are held every Thursday at 9
a.m. at rotating venues. Please see loopwater.org
or call 719-488-3603 to verify meeting times and
locations.
James Howald can be reached at
Jjameshowald@ocn.me.

Rate increases approved; NDS pipeline project moving along

By Natalie Barszcz
At the Triview Metropolitan District (TMD)
meeting on Jan. 19, the board approved water
and wastewater rate increases effective Feb. 1,
received an update on the Northern Delivery
System (NDS) pipeline project, received multi-
ple other updates, and held an executive session
to discuss water delivery infrastructure and wa-

ter and property acquisitions.
Director Marco Fiorito was excused.

Rate and fee increase discussion
District Manager James McGrady said a compre-
hensive rate study a few years ago looked at the
district’s future revenue requirements. The study
revealed that over the next five years the district
needed to consider an annual 10% rate increase.

An increase was implemented last year, and this
year it is necessary based on capital projections,
he said.

Vice President Anthony Sexton said that last
year the increase did not equate to 10% due to
the adjustment of the rate tiers. It actually low-
ered water rates for the bulk of the users.

In 2022 the Tier 1 water rate was increased




