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Above: The town of Palmer Lake was a popular spot for ice fishing on Sunday, 
Feb. 5. In the background, a Burlington Northern Santa Fe engine can be seen 
travelling south with coal-filled freight cars. Photo by Natalie Barszcz. 

Above: Silver Key at Tri-Lakes Senior Center hosted a Mardi Gras celebration 
Feb. 21 at the Grace Best location, 66 Jefferson St., Monument. Sue Walker, 
center director, provided games to entertain guests, and participants brought food, 
including shrimp creole, beignets, king’s cake, and other delicacies associated 
with Mardi Gras. Line dancing and other activities followed at the center. To learn 
about future events at the senior center, please visit https://www.silverkey.org/tri-
lakes-events/. Photo by Mack Sharp. Caption by Steve Pate.

Above: The Tri-Lakes Cruisers Car Club has installed its 2023 officers. They 
are (from left) Steve Gutman, Secretary; Don Ostrander, Vice President; David 
Whitlock, President; and Epifanio Maestas, Treasurer. They’re preparing for the 
club’s 20th Annual Benefit Car Show that will be held Aug. 27. For info on the club 
visit www.trilakescruisers.com. Photo by Lon Wartman.

Above and below: The Friends of Fox Run Park joined Friends of El Paso County 
Nature Centers in a fundraiser for the new Fox Run Park Nature Center on Feb. 4. 
Nearly 500 people attended, and with the beautiful weather, they were able to roast 
hot dogs and marshmallows over a fire bowl at the gazebo. Games, a dog costume 
contest, and a parade were featured. The wagon-drawn hayrides through the park 
were a big hit. For more information on the nature center and how to donate, contact 
maryjolewis@elpasoco.com. For more information regarding volunteer projects in 
Fox Run Park, contact friendsoffoxrunpark@gmail.com. Photos by Marlene Brown.

Above: During the first weekend of February, Team Rubicon, a veteran-led disaster 
response group, conducted training and mitigation operations in northern El Paso 
County. Using the Monument Meeting House as a classroom, they trained 19 
new chainsaw operators and then put them in the field for two days with 12 more 
experienced chainsaw operators to get practical experience with fire mitigation 
operations. Over two days, these volunteers removed a dozen dying trees and 
chipped several thousand cubic feet of scrub oak from a 4-acre lot in the wildland-
urban interface. By creating a defensible space around properties, their volunteer 
efforts greatly reduced the wildfire threat to the entire neighborhood. In the photo, 
Dave LaRivee and Jack Hughes of Team Rubicon instruct some of their students 
in how to safely use a pole saw to remove dead branches from ponderosa pines. 
Caption by David LaRivee. Photo by Sharon Williams.
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