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Kiwanis talent show auditions

Above: Dozens of School District 38 students auditioned from Feb. 23-25 for the

chance to compete in the Kiwanis Club of Monument Hill’s first Stars of Tomorrow
talent show March 19, 2 pm at Palmer Ridge High School. They danced, sang,
played musical instruments, and acted at Monument Community Presbyterian
Church. Winners of the talent show on March 19 will be split acording to school
grade. The elementary school winner will earn $500 and the middle school
champion will go home with $750. There will be scholarships worth $1,000 and
$2,000 awarded to the high school winners.

Pictured from top to bottom and left to right: Contortionist Julia Branch, 11;
drummer Kylie Huffman, 9; guitar player Wyatt Hyden, 16; singer Rose Helgoth,
9; bassoonist Raleigh Eversole, 18; and singer Ruby Taylor, 14. Photos by Michael
Weinfeld

An important message for our readers

OCN needs your help!

Our Community News is an all-vol-
unteer organization. For the past 20
years, our volunteers have provided
unbiased reporting on important local
issues, including real estate develop-
ment, fire departments, school dis-
tricts, and water availability. We have
provided a very favorable platform for
advertising local businesses. We have
published letters to the editor to allow
you to express your opinions on events
affecting the Tri-Lakes area.

Now we find that we have more
tasks than we have volunteers. Some
vital jobs where we could use your
help:

e Reporters. Reporting on local
meetings, what they talked about
and what they decided.

e Mailing assistants. Counting and
lifting tubs of papers to take the
monthly mailing to the post of-
fices and stacks of papers to local
businesses, loading and unload-
ing mailing tubs from a truck at
two locations, preparing postof-

fice paperwork, tub labels, sub-

scription labels, etc.

e Drivers. Driving a rental truck to
various post offices once a month.

e Ad sales assistants. We need vol-
unteers who love OCN to contact
local businesses and encourage
them to advertise in OCN.

The time and skills involved vary greatly

from job to job. OCN will provide what-

ever equipment and training you need.

Please join us today! Meet a group
of interesting and committed people.
Learn new skills—use your enthusiasm
and creativity to benefit our commu-
nity and celebrate unfiltered informa-
tion.

Please call Publisher John Heiser at
(719) 488-3455, or email johnheiser@
ocn.me to see how you can contrib-
ute. Contact John today! He is waiting
to hear from you. Together we can en-
sure that OCN continues to provide a
vital service to our wonderful Tri-Lakes
community.

Our Community Notices

By Janet Sellers
Although we strive for accuracy in
these listings, dates or times are of-
ten changed after publication. Please
double-check the time and place of
any event you wish to attend by call-
ing the information number for that
event. Please notify us if your event
listing needs to be updated.

Student video contest
The Colorado Department of Trans-
portation is launching a statewide
video contest for high school students
to create a public service announce-
ment on distracted driving. Students
are invited to create their own anti-dis-
tracted driving video for the chance to
win money and be featured in CDOT’s
awareness campaign. $5,000 prize
pool awarded to the top entries. Sub-
missions will be accepted from Feb.
15 to April 10, through CDOT’s Dis-
tracted Driving website, https://www.

codot.gov/safety/distracteddriving.
Start and end times for D-20

New school start and end times were
announced for D-20 for their 2023-24
school year. The new times are as fol-
lows: Elementary School: 7:30 am-2:30
pm; Middle School 8:50 am-3:55 pm
(CMS: 8:20 am-3:25 pm); High
School 8:10 am-3:15 pm. See www.
asd20.org/announcements/new-
startend-times-for-202324-school-
year-2023-01-24/.
D38 free and reduced

price school meals policy
Applications for free and reduced
price school meals, instructions and
an information letter to households
are available at each school or online
at www.lewispalmer.org/nutritional
services.

Colorado Auto Safety

and Traction Law

During winter storms, or when condi-
tions require, CDOT will implement
the Passenger Vehicle Traction Law.
CDOT can implement the Passenger
Vehicle Traction and Chain Laws on
any state highway; the law requires
specific tire tread depths, chains (or an
approved alternative traction device
such as Tire Socks). See https://www.
codot.gov/travel/winter-driving/trac-
tionlaw.

Winter Car Safety per CDOT

Make sure all vehicle systems are in

safe operating condition. Even lo-
cally, include: sturdy scraper/snow-
brush, snow shovel, sand for traction,
flashlight, tow strap, jumper cables or
battery jump starter device, extra bat-
teries, multi-tool (leatherman type),
blanket or sleeping bag, gallon jug of
water, first aid and essential medica-
tions, flares/reflectors to signal for help
and warn other motorists, battery or
crank-powered radio for emergency
broadcasts. Checklist: https://www.
codot.gov/travel/winter-driving/win-
ter-preparedness.

The safety stop is now state law
Bicyclists in Colorado now have
safe and legal options for navigating
through intersections after governor
Jared Polis signed Colorado house bill
22-1028 into law on Wednesday, April
13, 2022. The new law, which allows
bicyclists and users of low-speed con-
veyances to treat stop signs as yield
signs and stop lights as stop signs when
they already have the right of way, goes
into effect immediately statewide. Info:
bikecoloradosprings.org.

Neighborhood safety

What qualifies as suspicious activity? “If
you see something, say something.” It’s
vital to report to local law enforcement.
Suspicious activity can refer to any in-
cident, event, individual or activity that
seems unusual or out of place. Some
common examples of suspicious activi-
ties include: A stranger loitering in your
neighborhood or a vehicle cruising the
streets repeatedly. Someone peering
into cars or windows. Here’s what local
authorities and Colorado Department
of Public Safety says is needed infor-
mation: Who did you see; what did you
see; when did you see it; where did you
see it; why it is suspicious. Call 911 or
your local law enforcement agency.

Seniors Driver’s License

Electronic Renewal
With the implementation of the Driv-
er's License Electronic Renewal By
Seniors Act (HB21-1139), Colorado se-
niors now have the permanent ability
to renew their driver license or identi-
fication card online, but there are new
laws to understand. Information is
online via mycolorado.state.us. Some
restrictions apply to drivers aged 21-80,
and drivers over 80 need a special doc-
tor’s statement. Coloradans who are
concerned about an elder family mem-




