Page 16

Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME

Vol. 23 No. 7

MONUMENT (Cont. from 14)

o HB 1120: Wilson expressed displeasure with
this bill, which mandates landlords to col-
laborate with tenants receiving government
assistance before evicting them.

e HB 1255: This bill allows municipalities to
disclose reasons for halting growth without
completely prohibiting it.

e SB 23-303: Wilson addressed this bill, in-
troduced by the governor, which aims to

impact TABOR refunds. However, due to its
complexity, it has led to uncertainty and le-
gal challenges.

e SB 23-213. Though this controversial land
use bill failed to reach the governor’s desk,
Wilson predicted it would return in a differ-
ent form in the future.

fokkk kR kR kR

The Monument Council usually meets at 6:30

p-m. on the first and third Mondays of each

month at Monument Town Hall, 645 Beacon

Palmer Lake Board of Trustees, June 8 and 22

Lite Road. The first meeting in July is cancelled
to observe the Fourth of July holiday. The next
meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 17. Call
719-884-8014 or see www.townofmonument.org
for information. To see upcoming agendas and
complete board packets or to download audio
recordings of past meetings, see http://monu-
menttownco.minutesondemand.com and click
on Town Council.

Chris Jeub can be reached at chrisjeub@ocn.me.

Board repeals water emergency ordinance

By James Howald and Jackie Burhans

The Palmer Lake Board of Trustees (PLBOT)
held two regular board meetings in June, each
preceded by an executive session. On June 8, the
board repealed an ordinance declaring a water
emergency and considered the creation of an
enterprise fund related to water. It heard an up-
date from Town Administrator Dawn Collins. It
voted on two resolutions and considered partici-
pating in a block grant program and an advisory
board. The board debated how to zone healing
centers where patients can be treated with psy-
locibin mushrooms. A special event permit was
approved. The June 8 meeting was opened with
Palmer Lake Elementary School student Kaston
Flake leading the pledge of allegiance.

Atits June 22 meeting, the board heard a staff
update from Assistant Town Clerk Julia Stam-
baugh. The board held public hearings followed
by votes on two land use projects: the first a con-
ditional use permit and the second involving re-
quests to vacate rights of way and replat four lots
into one. It heard a presentation on a grant for
six pickleball courts planned for the west side of
Palmer Lake just north of the pedestrian bridge.
Finally, it granted a special event permit.

Water emergency repealed;

enterprise fund considered
The board considered Ordinance 14-2023, which
amends the municipal code to repeal a declara-
tion of emergency regarding the water supply.
Mayor Glant Havenar explained the change to
the municipal code was necessary so that the
board can proceed with its work on projects
needed to maintain the water system which im-
pact water rates. Town Attorney Matthew Krob
said the town’s water infrastructure needs work
and the emergency status would prevent lenders
from funding needed improvements.

Resident Roger Moseley opposed the repeal,
arguing that the town had not met the require-
ments to end the emergency such as acquiring
new water sources. Moseley expressed concern
thatrepealing the emergency would lead to more
development subsidized by residents.

The board voted unanimously to approve the
ordinance.

Trustees Samantha Padgett and Shana Ball
said they were ready to move forward with the
creation of an enterprise fund needed to finance
the stormwater drainage project the board is
considering. Collins provided a memo to the
board with information regarding enterprise
funds.

No motion was proposed, but the board
agreed to move forward with the establishment
of an enterprise fund.

Staff update, June 8

At the June 8 meeting, Collins updated the board
on the status of the trail being designed on the
Elephant Rock Property and on two recent resig-
nations. She said a property owner next door to
the Elephant Rock property had agreed to move
an existing fence and the trail would be reposi-
tioned. She announced Deputy Town Clerk Julia
Stambaugh had resigned her position to take a
job in the private sector. Stambaugh was sched-
uled to stay through the end of June, Collins said.
Collins also said Samantha Deeder had resigned
from the Parks Commission.

The condition of Highway 105 south of Spring
Street has been reported to the Colorado Depart-
ment of Transportation, Collins said, and it has
committed to patching the highway and improv-
ing the drainage.

Two resolutions passed

Police Chief Jason Vanderpool asked the board
to approve Resolution 43-2023, which authorizes
the renewal of a memo of understanding with all
El Paso County agencies that those agencies will
assist the Palmer Lake Police department in any
case where a Palmer Lake officer is involved in a
shooting. All officer-involved shootings must be
investigated by an outside agency, he said. The
memo, which covers a four-year period, has al-
ready been approved three times.

The board voted unanimously to approve the
resolution.

Fire Chief John Vincent told the board that
the LaFrance fire truck, built in 2001, one of two
trucks owned by the department, had recently
failed a pump test and was to be repaired. He
said the truck needed too many repairs to re-
main in service and asked the board to approve
Resolution 44-2023, which authorizes him to list
the engine for sale. He said the funds from the
sale would go to capital improvements or back
into the budget.

The board voted unanimously in favor of list-
ing the engine for sale.

Board agrees to join block grant program
Havenar asked the board to consider joining the
El Paso County Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) program, which aims to address
urgent needs, mitigate blight conditions, and
benefit low- to moderate-income families using
funds provided by the U. S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development. It costs the town
nothing to join, she said, and membership would
help with grants and funding. Building these re-
lationships ensures the town’s voice is heard.

The board voted to participate in the pro-
gram and Trustee Ball volunteered to manage
the town'’s participation.

For many of the same reasons, the board de-
cided to participate in the Community Develop-
ment Advisory Board as well, which makes rec-
ommendations to the El Paso Board of County
Commissioners concerning the use of CDBG
funds. Ball volunteered to represent the town on
the advisory board.

Healing centers zoned M1

The board debated Ordinance 15-2023, which
adds healing centers where patients can receive
treatment with psilocybin mushrooms to the
list of conditional uses in areas zoned M1 gen-
eral industrial. Havenar said no applications for
healing centers had been received by the town
to date, but she wanted to be prepared. Attorney
Krob explained that if towns fail to establish zon-
ing for the centers, then they can be anywhere in
the town. Towns can’t refuse applications to cre-
ate healing centers, he said.

The board voted to approve the ordinance,
with Trustees Ball, Kevin Dreher, Nick Ehrhardt,
Padgett, Dennis Stern and Mayor Havenar voting
in favor. Trustee Jessica Farr voted no.

Special event permits granted
The board heard arequest for a special event per-
mit for The Springs 50 Trail Walk, which was held

on June 9. Stambaugh, speaking on behalf of the
applicant, told the board the event consisted of a
group of 50 veterans walking from Palmer Lake
to Fort Carson. The walk will provide a time for
them to bond, Stambaugh said. The board voted
unanimously to grant the permit and waive the
event fee. The board also approved a permit for
the Pikes Peak Library District to hold three con-
certs in the Village Green on Aug. 11, 18, and 25.
June 8 executive session
The board meeting was preceded by an executive
session to receive legal advice regarding lease
agreements at the Elephant Rock property, a
possible annexation, and an Intergovernmental
Agreement involving the Palmer Lake Fire De-
partment, a complaint against the Palmer Lake
Police Department and a personnel matter.
June 22 staff update
Atits June 22 meeting, Stambaugh told the board
that the audit of the town’s 2022 finances would
be complete by July. She said the audit process
was smoother this year because of recent chang-
es to the accounting codes. Stambaugh said she
expected the town’s insurance premiums to be
lower due to improved training and compliance
with CIRSA requirements. She mentioned tax
revenues from the sale of adult use cannabis were
beginning to come in and looked promising. She
said the town was seeking an interim accounting
service to help with bookkeeping and that Water
Operator Steve Orcutt had provided feedback to
GMS Engineering Inc. on their preliminary engi-
neering report on stormwater drainage.
Conditional use permit granted
At its June 22 meeting, the board held a public
hearing on an application by Curtis Claar for a
conditional use permit in a Community Com-
mercial (CC) zone. The permit would allow Claar
to build a mixed-use commercial and residential
building, with an electrical vehicle charging sta-
tion in the parking lot, on a small triangular lot at
the intersection of Primrose Street and Colum-
bine Road. Claar’s application states the com-
mercial portion of the building will house the of-
fice for his vehicle charging business and he will
use the residential portion as his home. Claar
said the Planning Commission had agreed to
the concept. Ball said Claar’s proposal conforms
with the town’s master plan.

There were no comments from the public
and the hearing was closed.

The board voted unanimously to approve
Resolution 45-2023, which allows Claar to move
forward with his plan.

Rights of way vacated; replat approved
The board held two public hearings on applica-
tions from Cindy Powell and Duran Walton Ven-
tures LLC to vacate rights of way on El Moro Av-
enue and on Bijou Avenue. A third hearing was
held on a related application from Duran Walton
Ventures LLC to replat 15 lots into five on which
residences will be built. Havenar disclosed that
she had been involved as a realtor in the sale of
the lots a year previously.

During the first hearing, Krob pointed out
that if the right of way for El Moro were granted,
the town would still retain a right of way to build
a trail on the property in question. The first hear-
ing was closed quickly with no questions from
the public.




