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By Steve Pate
We mentioned in the June issue of OCN that 
Mount Herman Road (MHR) had been closed 
by the U.S. Forest Service. Someone opened the 
gate and drove up toward the FS 716 trailhead 
and into a washed-out section of the road. The 
car has been removed and the Forest Service was 

scheduled to begin repairing the road June 21.
During a walk up MHR toward FS 716 on 

June 20, I was able to talk to the superintendent 
of the wildfire mitigation crew just starting work 
to reduce the fire risk on the west and north side 
of MHR. They will be reducing the fuel load by 
taking out Gambel oak and other “ladder” veg-

etation.
I had heard that a rockslide closed the road 

and came upon it about 2¼ miles up MHR from 
the closed gate. The storm-caused washout is 
about 2¾ miles from the gate, just below FS 716 
trailhead.

A natural gas line was also damaged during 
recent storms, and I talked with a gas company 
employee en route to work on repairs. The crew 
was unable to access the damaged lines due to 
the rockslide, which occurred in mid-June.

Several mountain bikers and hikers were us-
ing MHR on June 20. Sections of MHR may close 
temporarily while wildfire mitigation is under-
way and when road repairs begin. 
Steve Pate may be contacted at stevepate@ocn.me.

By Marlene Brown
June’s monthly meeting of the Palmer Lake His-
torical Society (PLHS) was moved to Father’s 
Day. The PLHS held its traditional Father’s Day 
Ice Cream Social on June 18 at the Palmer Lake 
Town Hall in the Village Green. The weather was 
warm, and the rain took a break during the af-
ternoon. New fathers and old fathers came with 
their families to enjoy the sunshine and listen to 
the guitar music of Craig Walter. 

Free cream and pie were served from inside 
the Town Hall by members of the PLHS. Pie fill-
ings included apple, cherry, and rhubarb. Rhu-
barb was a favorite of the pioneers, and the plant 
was grown in many yards of the settlers. The 
event was sponsored by John Spidell of The Spi-
dell Foundation of Monument. 

The Lucretia Vaile Museum was open for 
viewing of historical collections of the area. Vol-
unteer members of the PLHS offered special 
tours in the afternoon. The museum is operated 
by the museum director, staff, and docents, all 
who are volunteers. It is open Wednesdays 1 to 
4 p.m. and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The mis-
sion of the museum is to house photos, articles, 
and artifacts of the historical Palmer Lake, Mon-
ument, and Palmer Divide areas. It is located at 
66 Lower Glenway Street (below the Palmer Lake 
Library). For more information, see palmerdivi-
dehistory.org/about-the-museum.

**********
Next month will be the members-only Walking 

Tours with past President and award-winning 
director Jim Sawatzki, who has produced many 
historical videos of the area. It will be held at 
10 a.m. July 9 at Historic “Old Ranch Town” of 
Monument and is an easy one-mile walk. Learn 
about Monument’s history, including train sta-
tion and hotels. On July 15, there will be a 2.5-
mile walk through Greenland Open Space to visit 
the Historic Old Cemetery of Palmer Lake. For 
more information, see palmerdividehistory.org/
local-history-on-tour-led-by-jim-sawatski/.

The PLHS normally meets (open to the pub-

lic) on the third Thursday at 7 p.m. at the Palmer 
Lake Town Hall, 42 Valley Crescent St. For infor-
mation about becoming a member of the PLHS 
and other events provided by the PLHS, go to 
palmerdividehistory.org.

Marlene Brown can be contacted at 
marlenebrown@ocn.me.

in Limbach Park, 151 Front St. in Monument. 
Come prepared to sing and dance to the music 
and don’t forget to bring a lawn chair or blanket.

Please note that all Pikes Peak Library facili-

ties will be closed on July 4 in observance of In-
dependence Day. Monument Library staff will 
participate in the parade and street fair in Monu-
ment. Stop by to say hello!

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me

Above: Young and old enjoy ice cream and pie on 
the Village Green at the Palmer Lake Town Hall on 
June 18 for the Palmer Lake Historical Society’s 
Father’s Day Ice Cream Social. Photo by Esther 
Martinez. Above: Music was provided at the Palmer Lake 

Historical Society ice cream social by Craig Walter 
of the Craig Walter Band. Walter is a local singer 
and songwriter and has performed over much of the 
United States. 

Above: A masticator begins wildfire mitigation off 
Mount Herman Road, June 20. Photo by Steve 
Pate.

Above: Rockslide on Mount Herman Road 2¼ miles from gate. Photo by Steve Pate.
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