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Above: First responders and volunteer casualties participate in an area-wide 
mass casualty incident drill at Lewis-Palmer High School on June 14. Monu-
ment Fire District, in partnership with Monument Police Department, hosted 
the drill on June 12, 14, and 16. The purpose of the drill was to allow local first 
responders to practice their roles in a mass casualty event, should one occur 
in the area. The following organizations also participated in the drills: District 38 
Security, Palmer Lake Police and Fire Department, Black Forest Fire/Rescue 
Protection District, Colorado Springs Fire Department, Falcon Fire Protection 
District, Security Fire Department, American Medical Response, and Asteri 
Ambulance. About 35 volunteers from Emergency Incident Support provided 
food and refreshments, and they were actors during the drill. Photo courtesy of 
Monument Fire District.

Above: On Saturday, June 10, the “fun-raiser” sub-committee of Awake Palm-
er Lake held a Red Wine & Blue BBQ, a fundraising event at Palmer Lake 
Town Hall. The sold-out event raised money for the fireworks display at the 
upcoming Festival on the Fourth in Palmer Lake on July 4. Attendees enjoyed 
a barbecue dinner, lawn games, music, and line-dancing lessons. Photo by 
Jackie Burhans.

Awake the Lake holds "fun"-raiser

Mass casualty drill, June 14

BOCC hearing on redistricting 

Above: On Monday, June 12, the El Paso Board of County Commissioners 
(BOCC) held a public meeting of the redistricting committee at Lewis-Palmer 
High School, greeted by demonstrators. The BOCC, which is required to re-
draw the county commissioner districts at least once in the second odd year 
after the decennial census, appointed itself to the redistricting committee at its 
April 18 meeting and must hold public meetings in each commissioner district 
and complete the process by Sept. 30. After opening remarks, a presenta-
tion on possible maps based on previous commission direction, and a dem-
onstration of the geographical information tool they used and that the public 
could use to propose its own maps, the board heard public comments from 
local district residents, residents outside the local district, and residents from 
outside the county. Comments included concerns about the previous redis-
tricting splitting the town of Monument into two separate districts and dividing 
the southeastern quarter of the county into three districts. These actions were 
described as diluting the votes of Manitou Springs after a close election and 
splitting the vote of the primarily Black and Latino community in southeastern 
Colorado Springs. Information about the redistricting process, including videos 
of past meetings and the schedule for upcoming meetings, can be found at 
https://www.elpasoco.com/redistricting/. The next redistricting meeting will be 
held at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, July 6 in Commission District 4 at Mesa Ridge 
High School. From left are the clerk to the board, Commissioners Holly Wil-
liams D-1, Cami Bremer, D-5, Carrie Geitner D-2, Stan VanderWerf D-3, and 
County Attorney Kenneth Hodges. Commissioner Longinos Gonzalez Jr. D-4 
attended by phone. Photo by Jackie Burhans.

New pier on Monument Lake

Avian hangout, June 13

Above: There’s a new pier at Monument Lake. It took eight days to build the 
370-foot structure on the northeast corner of the lake. The project was com-
pleted on June 14. Anglers and pedestrians will now be able to cross the lake 
and get to a part of the shoreline that had been inaccessible. The pier was con-
structed in sections with members of the Public Works Department maneuver-
ing each section through the water with long poles. The sections are weighed 
down with 55-gallon drums filled with concrete each weighing 1,000 pounds. 
The project cost about $224,000. About three-quarters of the cost was picked 
up by a $171,000 Fishing is Fun Grant from the Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
Commission. Photo by Michael Weinfeld.

Above: Who says only birds of a feather flock together? The morning of June 
13, I spotted a heron, a mother goose and her two goslings and seven cor-
morants hanging out together by the dam at Monument Lake. Once they dis-
persed, the heron flew to the new pier and landed on the railing where it stayed 
until workers arrived to complete construction of the pier. Photo by Michael 
Weinfeld.

Support Our Community. 
Patronize OCN advertisers!

Did you know that our advertisers are the reason Our Community 
News is mailed FREE to the entire Tri-Lakes community?
Our mailed circulation each month exceeds 22,000. We also place 
another 600 papers each month in stacks at local businesses. 
Our advertisers’ willingness to advertise in OCN makes free dis-
tribution of this newspaper possible. Please let them know you 
saw their ad in OCN when patronizing their business!

Thank you for your support!
Please shop Tri-Lakes and  
Black Forest businesses!


